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Students share experiences of having
COVID the second
week of school
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A student’s account of a medical
emergency at last
semester’s WILD
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Shelby Jordan, University alum
and NFL player, passes away

WU Introduces
New Career
Software for
Undergrads
ZACH TRABITZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

COURTESY OF LARRY KINDBOM

Shelby Jordan donning his jersey for a game on Francis Olympic Field.

NATASHA CHUKA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Shelby Jordan, a Washington
University alum who played in
the National Football League
(NFL) for 11 years, passed away
on Sept. 9. Both the College
Football Hall of Fame and the
New England Patriots broke the
news in statements released on
Friday.
Jordan was born in 1952 in
St. Louis, and graduated from
East St. Louis High School in
1969. That same year, Jordan
began his football career at the
University. From 1969 until
1972, Jordan led the WashU
football team in tackles as a
linebacker.
After getting drafted and
then cut from the Oliers in 1973
during training camp, Jordan

transitioned to playing the offensive tackle position for the New
England Patriots in 1975. He
proceeded to play for the Patriots for seven seasons, starting in
87 games and playing in 95.
In 1983, Jordan signed a
four-year contract with the Los
Angeles Raiders and was with
the team in their 1984 Superbowl
XVIII win against the Washington Commanders. Jordan retired
in 1986 and in 2013 received the
honor of being elected to the
College Football Hall of Fame;
he was the first WashU alum
to receive this distinction since
Harvey Jablonski in 1978.
According to former WashU
head football coach Larry Kindbom, who served in the position
from 1989 until 2019, Jordan
frequently reminisced on his
years at the University, reveal-

ing that despite his illustrious
professional career, his “greatest
experiences were right here at
Francis Field.”
“He gave back to the University because of what he felt
the University had given him,”
Kindbom said. The coach named
Gloria White, Bill Danforth, and
Mark Wrighton as some of the
University staff that impacted
Jordan greatly.
Since the day that Kindbom
started his position at the school,
he said that he saw firsthand
the positive impact that Jordan
had both on campus and on the
football team’s morale.
Kindbom said that Jordan
would come to campus to connect with the football players
over the years and since Jordan
was a cherished alum, his advice
was well-received.

“[He] was instrumental
in getting into [the players’]
mindset,” Kindbom said. Jordan
was able to provide the kind of
motivation that Kindbom said
helped lead the 2016 team from
two losses to winning the rest of
their games that season.
Jordan played at WashU during the national fight for racial
equality in higher education, and
Kindbom said that Jordan’s identity as a Black man on the team
was important for generations of
football players that came after
him.
“Shelby came in an era where
WashU didn’t have a strong
population of color,” Kindbom
said. “His impact was more than
the fact that he went to the NFL.
Shelby [broke] ground here at
Washington University.”

Washington University has
implemented two new careercentered softwares, Handshake
and VMock, for students to use
this fall.
Handshake provides students
with listings for internships
and
jobs,
company-hosted
information sessions, and other
career opportunities. VMock,
on the other hand, is an AI
software that gives feedback on
resumes based on data collected
from reputable employers and
professionals.
Both platforms are designed
to be used by students of all
disciplines, but VMock is
currently used exclusively by
students of the Olin School of
Business. According to Madison
Muschinske,
industry
and
corporate event specialist at
the Weston Career Center, the
University plans for Handshake
to be widely used by students
across the schools.
“Handshake
is
the
University’s primary job posting
platform,” Muschinske said. She
detailed that students can use
the website to find internships,
job postings, and on-campus
employment; sign up for career
center events; and connect with
employers.
Muschinske explained that
while the school previously
relied on CAREERlink, another
career-focused software, they
changed to Handshake as it
provides more opportunities for
students.
For instance, Handshake
already has 2,500 employers
recruiting WashU students
through the platform, and this
number is expected to increase.
“We make sure there’s
no red f lags as far as scams
or phishing or anything like
that,” Muschinske said. “We’re
targeting
companies
that
students are generally interested
in, and we look for opportunities
with companies that tend to hire
our students.”

SEE CAREER, PAGE 2

Lecture: Sexual Political Economies of Slavery and Abortion
ANNIE POWELL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
As part of the new “Politics of
Reproduction” course, law professor Dr. Adrienne Davis led a guest
lecture, “Sexual Political Economies of Slavery and Abortion,” on
Sept. 19.
In the lecture, Davis draws
comparisons between antebellum
fugitive slave laws that allowed for
the capture of runaway slaves, and
the recent Dobbs ruling that restricts
travel between states for reproductive care. She also discussed the
fractures between city and state
governments on a person’s right to
cross state borders for abortion care
and on punishments for people who
assist those who cross those borders.
While she believes that the current events are not equal to slavery,
Davis sees a parallel between the
abortion laws and slave codes in
their attempt to restrict travel for
abortion access and reproductive
health care.
“Enslaving states sought to
impose their values of Black subordination onto free states,” Davis

said. “In this instance, anti-choice
states want to impose their values
of restricting women and birthing
people’s access onto other states.”
With her research focus on the
experiences of Black women, Davis
pointed out that the contesting
of rights is not a new obstacle for
Black women.
“There has been an ongoing
struggle between Black women
and the state over Black women’s
reproductive autonomy,” Davis
said. “This includes abortion, but it
is bigger than abortion.”
In the wake of the Dobbs ruling,
St. Louis Mayor Tishaura Jones allocated $1 million to help cover the
costs of accessing abortion care. Simultaneously, the state of Missouri
has banned abortion unless the
health of the mother is threatened.
An ongoing legal battle between
the city and state began with Mayor
Jones’ bill that St. Louis will likely
lose, but it provides an “important
signal,” said Davis.
On the national level, protecting
the right to cross state lines for abortion care split the Republican Party
but did not pass in the Senate. Davis

made it clear in her lecture that
while abortion is a complex moral
subject, the rights of an individual
to travel between states should be
protected.
“To me it’s just terrifying,”
Davis said. “I don’t know how to
distinguish it from the fugitive slave
laws.”
Moving forward, Davis hopes
that students will continue to talk
about traveling for reproductive
healthcare, bringing attention to the
issue at all levels.
“In terms of advocacy and activism, get involved, however you can
and however you feel comfortable,”
Davis said. “The University community, St. Louis community, and
national communities all need your
voice and help.”
Davis hopes that “Sexual
Political Economies of Slavery
and Abortion” has shown students
that reproductive healthcare is an
intersectional issue.
“Abortion access is crucial as a
matter of not only gender but race
and class equity.” she said.

COURTESY OF CHLOE CARLISH

Photo of Adrienne Davis delivering her Zoom lecture.
Note from the Photography Editor:

The decision to run a screenshot of a Zoom meeting next to
a news article is an effort to represent the changed and changing nature of human interaction
in a post-COVID-19 world. We
considered taking a portrait of the
speaker outside of the meeting:
this more traditional approach
omits the facts of the article’s subject. The Zoom screenshot is an
experiment and an attempt, not a
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final answer. I hope it both gives a
more appropriate representation
of what occurred — potentially
at the cost of aesthetic intrigue
— while also raising questions
about what might end up being
sacrificed in the name of accuracy,
and how media can reflect an
increasingly digital world.
Please email holden.hindes@
studlife.com with questions, comments, and responses.
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Sababa festival
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EVENT CALENDAR
THURSDAY 22
The School of Medicine Farmers Market
University of Health Sciences and Pharmacy Quad, 10am-2pm
The market will take place outdoors at the University of Health Sciences and Pharmacy
Quad, and will be held in the McDonnell Pediatrics lobby on rainy days and during
the winter months. Vendors bring only the freshest produce and products to the market
weekly. This year, vendors include: HOSCO Farms, Howie Farms, Mushroom Dave,
Kakao Chocolate, Blooming Joy, and Heru’s Urban Farming.

FRIDAY 23
“Teaching to Transform: Awareness as a Path to Social Justice”
Taylor Avenue Building, Virtual, 12 pm
Marisela B. Gomez will address pressing questions about how we transform the legacy
of an unevenly developed society, harness mindfulness as a healing tool, and sustain the
energy and presence to reeducate ourselves and our students.

Washington University
hosted The Sababa Festival,
an exhibition of Jewish arts
and culture, on Sept. 18.
The festival, which was
last hosted three years ago
at the University, was held
in the Simon parking lot
and featured artists, vendors, cultural foods, and
musical performances that
celebrated Jewish life.
Sababa Program Coordinator
Judy
Kramer
explained that the University is an ideal venue for the
festival.
“We wanted a place that
was very highly respected in
the community and that we
felt was located where we
could draw in students and
people from the community
that were both not Jewish,
as well as Jewish people,”
Kramer said. “And this sort

of is the epicenter of the St.
Louis community, students
and non Jewish community
as well.”
Kramer
said
the
festival was set up to be multicultural. Food trucks that
ranged from Jewish food to
Asian food, and traditional
American festival fare like
hotdogs, were present at the
celebration.
Lauren Abraham, Director of the St. Louis Jewish
Community
Relations
Council
student-to-student program, said that the
festival’s
multicultural
experience fits the University well.
“A festival like this really
goes hand in hand with the
WashU community,” Abraham said. “They can see the
vibrancy of the St. Louis
Jewish community and
understand that we don’t
only go to synagogues and
pray. We don’t only include

a kosher restaurant, we
include all different ideas
and cultures, while also
advocating for Jewish values like blowing the shofar.”
Abraham said college
students should try to interact with different cultures
and worldviews as much
as possible, and that the
Sababa Festival specifically
is helpful in connecting the
broader St. Louis Jewish
community with the WashU
Jewish community.
“There are bicycles and
college students that are out
on their Sunday and they
turn around and they see
this,” Abraham said. “They
really get a clear picture of
the Jewish community at
WashU and in St. Louis.
It takes them out of their
bubble.”
Freshman Anya Coughlin said the event was a
rewarding experience.

SATURDAY 24
A.E. Hotchner Playwriting Festival 2022
A.E. Hotchner Studio Theatre, 7pm
For over 20 years the Performing Arts Department has produced the A.E. Hotchner Playwriting Festival as a vehicle to support and develop new plays written by WashU students.
The annual Festival begins with a university-wide solicitation of new, unproduced plays.
All Readings will take place in-person in the A.E. Hotchner Studio Theatre. Admission is
free and open to the public.

MONDAY 26
Donuts with the Vice Dean
Office of Grad Studies Suite, 8:30 am
Join the Vice Dean for an important discussion about innovation in health care. The symposium will address the challenges and rewards of taking an entrepreneurial approach to
values-based innovation in health care.
Research Workshop: Expert Evaluator: Evaluating Information in the Wild
John M. Olin Library, Instruction Rm. 2, 12 pm
Come to the Office of Grad Studies Suite and have coffee and donuts with Director of
Grad Student Affairs, Andy Wiegert and Vice Dean of Graduate Education, Sophia
Hayes. There is no agenda nor formal topics - this is your opportunity to come and chat,
hear and be heard. It’s limited attendance, so attendees must RSVP.
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Group performs Jewish songs on stage during the event.

CAREER from page 1
Muschinske said it’s
important that students
engage with Handshake.
“As far as Handshake
goes, I strongly encourage
students to set up their
account and take some
time to really explore,”
she said. “There are tons
and tons of opportunities
and events and ways to
discover new companies
within the system. If
utilized correctly, it can
really help in their career
journey.”
BSBA career coach
Danny Kim said that
VMock will help students
create a top-tier resume.
“It will beautifully and
magically transform the
resume into the golden
standard that we like to
use for applications,” he
said. “When you upload
that resume, it will
change the formatting and
consistency of it, but it
will also give you specific
feedback.”
Kim said while VMock
is only for Olin students
now, there’s a possibility

of other schools using it in
the future.
The
feedback
specifically addresses how
to make resumes more
action-oriented, specific,
and easier to follow. Sentences throughout the
resume are highlighted in
green, yellow, or red, indicating how the AI views it.
Kim said MBA students
have been using VMock
for quite some time now,
while undergraduates at
Olin were still using an
application called Optimal
Resume. However, after
both students and staff
reported feedback that
Optimal Resume was
difficult to use, Olin made
the switch to VMock.
“VMock has enhanced
capabilities and is a better
resource for students, so
after evaluation, we chose
to use VMock as one of
the key tools students can
access,” Kim said.The
career coaching team at
Olin is introducng VMock
to students who take MGT
201, generally sophomores,

but it is open to all
students of the business
school. According to Kim,
VMock is designed to help
students create a resume
that is more appealing to
companies, with the added
bonus of not necessarily
having to meet with a
career coach.
“It has reduced the
number of resume reviews
we need to do with our
students, which makes
more space for students
who want to talk about
things like creating a target
company list or learning
how to interview,” he said.
“It’s shifted a lot of the
load of the career coaches
so that they can serve
students who want to talk
about other things that are
more pressing.”
For more information
about how to navigate
Handshake and VMock,
Hello
contactWorld
the Career Center
or Olin’s Weston Career
ACROSS
Center.

Senior Multimedia Editor Jared Adelman follows four freshmen from their
first day on campus until their first
week of classes, tracking their thoughts
and feelings during Bear Beginnings.
From feelings of homesickness to
imposter syndrome, And We’re Back
captures all of the emotions associated
with college orientation. And We’re
Back is a two-part series, with this second episode containing conversations
one week into classes.
ILLUSTRATION BY NICK CLONEY

Hello World

2 Freshmen's
favorite dining
hall (abbr.)
4 WashU's 197,00
0-square-foot
library
6 St. Louis _____
Co.
7 You can get
checked for
these at Habif
8 Stand __ Me

ACROSS
2 Freshmen's
favorite dining
hall (abbr.)
4 WashU's 197,00
0-square-foot
library
6 St. Louis _____
Co.
7 You can get
checked for
these at Habif
8 Stand __ Me

DOWN
1 South _____
2 What good
journalism is
not
3 WashU's
student club
dedicated to
this is called
"Nat20"
5 Basic dorm
decor (singular)
6 WashU
business
degree

DOWN
1 South _____
2 What good
journalism is
not
3 WashU's
student club
dedicated to
this is called
"Nat20"
5 Basic dorm
decor (singular)
6 WashU
business
degree
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Why my WILD experience can never happen again
BEEF PICKENS
CLASS OF 2024
I arrived at last semester’s WILD ready to have a
blast with my friends. But
instead of spending my night
watching Zedd perform, I
found myself suffocated by
the crowd and interrogated
by the Washington University Police Department and
off-campus paramedics. This
was an encounter that made
me feel unsafe, angry, and
humiliated. WUPD’s incredibly worrying failure to ensure
the safety of students — and
their bias toward me, a Black
student experiencing a medical emergency — made what
should have been a night
of fun into one of the worst
nights of my life. With preparations for Fall WILD already
underway, what happened to
me absolutely cannot happen
again.
My friends and I arrived
rather early to WILD; we had
nothing better to do and were
eager to start experiencing
the festivities. In preparation,
I took one of my friend’s legal
delta-8 hemp gummies and
have experienced these before.
Initially, there was much fun
to be had. I recognized and
greeted incoming acquaintances as I saw them, enjoyed
listening to the starting acts,
and had myself a cold soda.
My friends and I took our
place right behind the railing in front of the stage, but
it wasn’t long before I found
myself surrounded on all sides
by students both familiar and
unfamiliar.
Popular artist IDK took
the stage, and the atmosphere
increased its energy. Zealous
students were crowding up
towards the front to get a better
look at the performer. Strangers surrounding me in the
front started to become frustrated, imploring their peers
to stop the pushing. Pushing back became a common
response, and those of small
stature stranded in the middle
were left to adapt to the flow
of the crowd. I suddenly found
myself responsible for defusing an argument between a
few angry boys behind me and
one of my friends before fighting broke out. The group I was
with when IDK first took the
stage was nowhere to be seen,
as I had been swept further to
the left towards a few other
friends. This new group was
host to a rather small female
friend that appeared to be getting completely crushed under
the weight of the big and tall
spectators that formed a wall
around her, and I became
increasingly worried for the
safety of her and others in the

same situation. With better
crowd control, this could’ve
easily been avoided, but
instead, unprepared students
were left to handle the rising
tension in their wake.
I tried to look out for her,
but I was swept away once
again. My jovial attitude
from earlier was replaced with
worry and frustration, as students once again almost came
to blows with each other. I
am not a tall person and also
don’t weigh a lot, and my
face was practically buried in
another man’s hair. Jumping
spectators around me continuously elbowed me in the
front and back, and it wasn’t
long before my oxygen supply was depleted. I began to
hyperventilate, and my surroundings turned dark. I fell
over, going completely limp,
but fortunately a few students
caught me and called for assistance. I went unconscious for
a moment, and I could feel
the same concerned students,
along with some friends, frantically getting me over the
fence and carrying me to a
safe location.
I was unable to see, speak,
or move as I lay on the ground.
EST rushed over to offer me
assistance, and I was able to
gradually show them that I
could understand them and
remain somewhat conscious.
This was the last time that
I felt cared for prior to what
followed. Despite her lack of
actual professional training
and equipment, I felt safe with
whatever student was with me
in those moments. She genuinely seemed concerned for
my well being, asking me
questions and speaking amicably but professionally with
my friends. I laid there for a
long time while I regained
my facilities, before moving my head a little. At this
point, my condition got much
worse, and I started fading
again. Off-campus paramedics and WUPD officers finally
arrived, carrying me away
from Brookings Quad on a
stretcher. What ensued next
was incomprehensible.
As previously mentioned,
I took an edible earlier in the
day. It made me more extroverted and sociable (I’m an
introvert), but that’s about it.
I don’t drink for personal reasons, so I hadn’t consumed
any alcohol, and I hadn’t
smoked anything. Since my
condition got worse after I
moved my head, my friends
had to answer police questions for a while. My good
comrade told them what I
wrote here: that I hadn’t taken
anything but an edible. They
asked other questions, like
the day I was born, but they

had this strange fascination
with returning to the question of what substances I had
encountered that night.
Eventually, I was able to
answer for myself, and these
same questions returned. I
explained to them what my
friends had told them several times over. There was an
accusatory tone to their probing, insinuating that what we
were telling them was impossible. They saw the color of
my skin, the light orange bandana loosely tied around my
signature cadet cap, and my
earrings. Surely it was impossible that I didn’t drink. My
comrade had to have been
lying to protect me. Surely I
had to have taken other substances, right? They told us
several times about the medical amnesty we are offered,
assuming that we were keeping secrets from them. My
friends ignored the needless
advice, trying to express to
them that my passing out had
nothing to do with drugs or
alcohol.
WUPD and the paramedics needed a personal account
of what happened from me, so
I reiterated to them the obvious. I was asphyxiated, unable
to breathe, and I passed out.
What seemed like such a
simple situation was elevated
to an interrogation based
on assumptions that I was
lying, for reasons that can’t be
removed from the fact that I
was a young Black man.
At no point did I feel an
iota of concern or care from
the police or these so-called
medical professionals. They
waited until they had asked
repeatedly how much I had
drunk before they so much as
took my vitals. I felt like I was
being interrogated as a suspect for an armed robbery, not
a victim in need of medical
assistance. It was so clear to
see that the notion that I had
simply passed out for the reason we had expressed to them
wasn’t feasible enough in their
prejudiced, cold minds. They
searched for some other explanation, an explanation more
fitting to the racist image of
what a young Black male
would do before and during a
concert. Surely I snuck in alcohol or weed, and I passed out
from substance abuse. That’s
just the kind of thing we do,
right?
I don’t have a full account
of how WUPD handled
crowd control after things
escalated to that degree for
obvious reasons, but the way
that such serious situations
were handled in general is
appalling to me.

Everyone and their grandmas are now well aware of
what happened at the AstroWorld Travis Scott concert,
and it wouldn’t have been
ridiculous for the same sorts
of injuries and deaths to happen here. WUPD and the
paramedics, however, acted
as if they were doing a routine,
low-stakes training exercise
before an outing at Qdoba. I
didn’t feel safe at all. Going to
the hospital with those people
was out of the question, and
I adamantly stated that multiple times while interacting
with them. They made me feel
like I was so insignificant, and
I am so grateful that I wasn’t
in need of hospital treatment.
It’s easy to imagine an alternate outcome where things
could’ve gone way worse.
Once I felt like I was able
to walk, I got up and began to

head towards my dorm, but
after about 20 minutes the full
weight of what had transpired
hit me. I had never felt more
humiliated in my entire life. I
began to cry, feeling like I had
been reduced to some sort of
pathetic animal.
One of the reasons that I
sought to attend Washington University is because of
its distance from my home
state of Mississippi. I do find
myself missing the South and
the people there quite often;
I spent my entire life there.
However, I knew that I didn’t
want to spend my undergraduate years there if I could
help it. We all know at this
point the storied, racist history of the state of Mississippi
and the innumerable problems that schools there have
had with mistreating people of color. While avoiding

racism completely is impossible, I desired to be in a place
where I knew I wouldn’t have
to worry about it to the degree
I would need to if I elected to
go to Ole Miss, which offered
me a full ride. I never would
have thought that an on-campus experience at my new
university would leave me
wondering if I would have
been treated with more care
and respect in my home state.
The fact that this happened at a school-sanctioned
event on campus is beyond
me. We were all clearly students of the University, but I
was treated like an outsider. I
don’t want any other WashU
student to go through what
I went through at WILD.
Before the next WILD, and
for the sake of other students
like me, something has to
change, and soon.
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Last semester’s WILD was the first WashU had held since fall of 2019.
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Seriously — you should vote
TREY SHARP
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
With the passing of
Labor Day, election season has unofficially begun.
Yes, I said election season
— but don’t panic, we don’t
have to relive the horrors of
another presidential election
quite yet. On Nov. 8 of this
year, we will have to settle
for a boring old midterm. In
fact, you may find this midterm so very boring that you
feel tempted to skip out on
voting. “It’s just a midterm,
what difference can it make,”
you may say to yourself. A
number of feelings could
underlie your desire to do
something better with your
time than vote. Maybe you
feel there won’t be anything
important on the ballot, or
maybe you’ve never voted.
Maybe you just think your
vote won’t matter. Perhaps
you take a less casually indifferent stance and are more
stridently opposed to voting;
you may think that voting is
an irrational waste of time.
No matter why you feel
hesitant or skeptical about
voting, I want to push back
against any hesitation or
skepticism that you may harbor. I want to prove to you
that, seriously, you should
vote (and you should start
planning now). Starting with
the cliche and then moving
to the pragmatic, and even
the cynical, here are some
worthwhile arguments for
why you should vote.
2First: voting is your
civic duty (whatever that

means). If that convinced
you, then you must really
love America, because that
doesn’t even convince me.
Second: voting is an
incredible privilege that
you shouldn’t take for
granted. America is far
from perfect, but I still think
it is important to appreciate
what an incredible privilege
the right to vote is. Certainly,
from a historical perspective, the opportunity for us
as ordinary citizens to collectively decide who runs
the government is an anomaly. You need not go far back
in time or far away to find
examples. Only sixty years
ago, activists in the Civil
Rights Movement risked
imprisonment, assault, and
even death to ensure more
equal access to the ballot box
in America. The right to vote
mattered so much to these
people that they were willing to sacrifice everything
— you can’t spare an hour?
With that said, you may
appreciate the right to vote
and the sacrifices that were
made for it, while still believing that it is a waste of time
for you personally to go to
the polling place. “My one
vote won’t decide the winner,” you may think. I want
to take this claim seriously,
so let’s first address it on its
own grounds.
Third: technically, your
vote could matter. Elections, even tiny local ones,
almost never come down
to one vote differences.
However, it is not mathematically impossible for

extremely improbable outcomes to occur. Take the
recent Republican primary
in Pennsylvania, for example. Over 1.3 million people
voted, but Dr. Mehmet Oz
(yes, that Dr. Oz) won the
election by just 951 votes.
That’s a margin of 0.0007
percent. Sometimes elections, even large ones, are
really close. If you favor
one outcome over another,
is it worth letting chance
decide the winner? It’s true,
your singular vote probably
won’t decide an election, but
not voting has real consequences. The inconvenience
of voting rarely outweighs
the potential downsides of
bad candidates winning or
policy initiatives you dislike
being put into effect.
Fourth: even though
your vote won’t decide
an election, it voices your
preference. I will concede
that it is astronomically
unlikely that your vote will
matter in the sense that it
single-handedly picks the
winner. But even if you vote
for a losing candidate or initiative, there is still a benefit
to voting; you voiced your
preference. Why does voicing your preference matter?
Well, let’s take Donald
Trump’s electoral victory in
2016 as an example. Trump
received less than fifty percent of the popular vote,
even though he was elected
president. It may not be
immediately obvious, but
the close nature of this election almost certainly made
Trump and Republicans
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nationwide more moderate
than they otherwise would
have been. If you don’t
believe me, imagine a world
in which Trump received
eighty percent of the vote.
Republicans would have
taken a landslide victory as a
signal that it is safe for them
to pass the most conservative laws they could come up
with.
A more realistic example to think about is Bernie
Sanders’ presidential campaign in 2016. Sanders lost
to Hillary Clinton in the
primaries, but he and his
voters still had an impact
on the Democratic Party by
pushing it to become more
progressive. It’s impossible
to say for sure, but Joe Biden
and the oldest Congress in
American history passing
a slew of progressive policies (namely, an expansion
of Obamacare, long-awaited
climate legislation, and the
cancelation of some student
debt) seems less likely without pressure from politicians
like Sanders and their voters.
It is still true that your
vote alone won’t have that
much of an influence, but
that doesn’t mean that your
singular vote won’t matter.
Your vote matters as much
as it is a constituent part of
a voting bloc (say, young
adults) that is analyzed by
politicians, journalists, academics, and all other sorts of
politicos. Admittedly, your
vote often makes up a very,
very small part of the whole
and your individual impact
is correspondingly tiny. You
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A pyramid next to the Underpass promotes student voter registration before Missouri’s October 12 deadline.

may find that frustrating, but
social change in a pluralistic, democratic society often
advances at a snail’s pace. If
you have opinions for how
America, your state, or your
local community should be,
and you want to have an
impact, then you have to
play by the rules of the democratic game. The best place
to have your voice heard is at
the polling booth.
Fifth: it is in your cynical self-interest to vote.
Even if you don’t buy any of
what I have said thus far, I
still think the pros outweigh
the cons of voting. Why?
Well, if you don’t vote people will judge you and think
less of you. You may not
think that is fair of them, but
that won’t stop them from
judging you. Not voting has
downsides that immediately
affect you as a social human
being which can be offset
with (often, but not always)
little effort on your part.
Whether you believe in
civic duty, you want to voice

your preference, or you
are acting out of cynicism,
I think your best bet is to
turn out to vote. You may be
thinking: “okay, I’ll vote, but
why are you telling me this in
September?” For one, some
states require you to register
a full thirty days before the
election (meaning Oct. 10).
Additionally, if you don’t
have a passport or Missouri
ID, then (for reasons that are
outside the scope of this article) I would recommend that
you start planning how you
will vote now. A couple of
options are to get a passport
or to vote absentee by mail
in your home state. Either
way, now is the best time to
check your state’s Secretary
of State website, register, and
to get all of your documents
in order so that you can successfully return your ballot
on Election Day. It may feel
early, but you don’t want to
be seen on November 8 without your “I voted” sticker
— I know I’ll have mine.

Old enough to hold a gun,
too young to take a shot
JORDAN SPECTOR
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Freshman year: my friend
is slumped over his chair, sitting in his own throw-up.
Apparently, when we weren’t
looking, he snuck twenty shots
while we were hanging out in
his room. Now, he can’t keep
his head straight, can’t open
his eyes, and is begging us
to not call the campus police
through minimal words. After
half an hour of electrolytes,
water, and more vomiting, we
all surround him, weighing
out the morally correct thing
to do. We know that medical
amnesty would protect him,
but there’s more to consider:
the cost of an ambulance,
what might happen to him if
his parents find out, and his
own demand to stay put.
I think to myself that my
parents wouldn’t care and
would want me to get help. But
it’s unfair to assume that his
parents are the same. In fact,
perhaps it’s because they’re
stricter that he felt the need to
rebel.
We decide that he needs
help, and when the Emergency Support Team (EST)
comes and our friend can’t
even tell them his own name,
we’re confident we made the
right decision. But getting to
this decision wasn’t easy, and
unfortunately, it also wasn’t all
that uncommon — at WashU
and around the country.
Medical amnesty is a
necessity, and I’m thankful
that it exists. However, the fact
that we even need it points to a
larger problem. Why are there
so many ambulances on the
South 40? Why are so many
students, especially freshmen,
drinking to a point of serious
danger?
There are a great number
of factors leading to this problem, but if I had to boil it down

to one broad origin, it’s that
the minimum drinking age
should be much lower than 21.
At first, this might seem counterintuitive. How can making
alcohol more accessible to
younger people lead to fewer
drinking problems?
The common argument
here is that 18 year olds can
serve in the army, pay taxes,
and vote. They are recognized
as adults when it comes to
operating a gun and participating in democracy, yet when
it comes to alcohol, they’re too
young to decide for themselves
whether or not they want to
indulge.
I would agree with this
line of reasoning, but I also
acknowledge that it fails to
consider another point of view:
according to most research,
the average human brain is not
fully developed until the age of
twenty-five. This is where the
heart of political contention
on this issue lies: the boiling
point where one side rightfully believes they’re in line
with science and the other
rightfully believes they’re in
line with cultural standards.
However, the side “for science” fails to understand that
recognizing a problem and
addressing it are two very distinct processes. Neither side
denies that underage drinking
is a physical health concern.
The difference is that one side
chooses to see that the current restrictions in place don’t
actually prevent drinking,
and if anything, they lead to
less regulated, more impulsive
substance abuse.
The United States is one
of only twelve countries with
a minimum drinking age of
21. Our DUI and alcoholrelated death rates skyrocket
past nearly all other Western countries. When younger
populations are exposed to
alcohol, it becomes culturally

acceptable for them to learn
how to use it properly. Not
only is there less thrill in
drinking legally, but it helps
disrupt the idea that blacking
out (or getting to a point of
total unconsciousness) is the
only reason drinking should
be done, a horrible mindset
shared by too many American college students.
I continue to question why
so many of my friends ended
up in similar situations last
year. A common thread I’ve
found is that my friend group
is composed of similar people. Generally speaking, we
were all nerds in high school.
Either we had no desire to
drink or weren’t allowed to
and never dared to question
why not. Those friends of
mine with the strictest parents
were the ones who ended up
in the poorest situations their
first time drinking. They were
subconsciously
rebelling,
consciously testing their limits, and unconsciously ending
up in the hospital.
Lowering the drinking
age won’t immediately solve
every drinking problem, but
it’s the start of a cultural shift.
Science and culture do not
have to be at odds with each
other. A simultaneous recognition of a factual problem
and an applicable, realistic
solution are necessary when it
comes to parenting. The government is quite literally the
parent of our nation. They
can continue to hide alcohol
from us, stigmatize it, and tell
us it’s bad. Or they can stop
pretending that telling people not to do something ever
actually prevents them from
doing it. Maybe look around
at other nations and figure out
why kids who started being
exposed to alcohol at sixteen
aren’t typically the ones ending up in the hospital every
weekend.
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JASMINE STONE
JUNIOR FORUM EDITOR
For as long as I can
remember, being “smart”
has been a significant part
of my identity. It was being
identified as smart that had
me automatically enrolled
in pre-AP courses in middle
school and put on track for
AP/Honors courses in high
school. It was because of
this designated intelligence
that I knew of more obscure
classes not even listed on
my school’s curriculum,
offered only in the morning
before the official school
day. It was because I had
been recognized as smart
that, despite not attending a particularly “good”
high school, I still got into
WashU.
And in the summer
before second grade, kicking off this domino effect of
opportunities, it was being
smart — perhaps more precisely, testably “talented”
— that would grant me
access to PEAK: a specialized education program for
“gifted” students.
However, a question
that did not accompany this
inflation of my childhood
ego was how advanced
learning tracks for
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elementary students came
to be. The Personalized
Enrichment and Advancement
of
Knowledge
program (PEAK) is one of
many variations of Gifted
and Talented (G and T) initiatives around the country.
These initiatives became
especially common as the
demand for integration
spread, and are typically
offered to students between
2nd-6th grade. While mission statements vary slightly
depending on the institution, they all generally seem
to support the notion that
PEAK/G and T programs
are for students with “outstanding abilities,” in need
of a more unique curriculum than that typically
taught in public schools.
In the podcast “Nice
White Parents,” a dissection of school integration,
host Chana Joffe-Walt
begins episode 3, “This
Is Our School, How Dare
You?” by investigating the
role of gifted programs in
integrating public schools.
Like the one she focuses
on, many districts adopted
gifted tracks in an
effort to stop the
white flight
from urban
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Born smarter

public schools. Gifted programs became a legal way to
uphold school segregation,
and still in many ways support this separation today.
Almost 60% of students
admitted to gifted programs
are white (compared to 50%
overall enrollment), and
those who aren’t are generally more likely to be from
middle class homes with
college educated parents.
Additionally, there is
no countrywide consensus
for gifted testing or even
an agreed upon definition
of the word, and the way
giftedness is determined is
unsurprisingly entrenched
in racist and inequitable
testing measures. Surveying seems to most often be
a two-test process: first,
a cognitive ability test —
despite research indicating
that cognitive testing is
still racist and IQ tests having a complicated past with
eugenicists — and second,
an individual evaluation
conducted by a psychiatrist,
although it is unclear what
exactly this second evaluation actually tests for.
Along with the sketchy
(and now omnipresent)
testing processes, parents
that have access to outside
resources
and
knowledge about
gifted programs
still have an extra
advantage in ensuring their kids are amongst
the little Einsteins.
Parents and teachers can refer students for
gifted testing if they believe
they have potential, and

then, should said kid perform well enough on the
initial assessment, parents
are responsible for transporting them to a second
location to receive the individualized test. However,
many parents that are not
heavily involved in the inner
workings of the school system aren’t even aware of
this process, or that recommending their children for
something like this is a possibility. Likewise, teacher
bias also makes it such that
qualifying Black and brown
children are far less likely to
be recommended for gifted
testing.
Joffe-Walt interviewed
a former student in the NY
public school system whose
district had a separate gifted
school. Despite her impressive academic performance
being exactly the type of
thing that would result in a
referral, she explained that
she had never even heard of
the gifted program. Instead,
she recalls becoming aware
of the other school through
a visit with her band, where
she saw that they had better
instruments, more space,
and more equipment, and
readily described her school
as having “second class
hand-me-downs” in comparison. Joffe-Walt would
also uncover that despite
having the same school
board, the gifted school had
significantly smaller class
sizes, specialized instructors, and a significantly
lower teacher turnover rate.
Having the reputation
of being a smart student

(especially in small schools)
extends beyond the end of
gifted programs. In addition to automatic placement
in pre-AP/AP courses (often
despite test scores), niche
opportunities — such as an
advanced math class in my
school taught in the morning and offered only to
students the teacher mentioned it to — are more
likely to be available for
you as well. During my
senior year of high school,
admissions officers from
Dartmouth,
Columbia,
and Yale held an information session in the guidance
counselor’s office and spoke
to only six of us out of my
senior class of almost 400.
It was during school hours,
and invite only. We were
not chosen through any
concrete system, but simply
by who our administrators
thought would benefit from
the opportunity. We were
not specifically the top six
students in the school, and
there were plenty of others with rivaling grades
who were never granted the
choice and most of whom
probably never knew it
existed. It was again the
perception of giftedness far
more so than genuine ability that deemed us worthy
of exposure to a potentially
life-altering opportunity.
Included in every mission statement I found for
gifted programs — regardless of the state they are
in — is that these programs are necessary to
help exceptional children
achieve their destiny in
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making exceptional contributions to society. In the
years since establishment,
despite attempts at making them more equitable,
the general message maintains that some kids are just
born smarter; some kids are
just gifted. However, is it
much of a surprise that students placed in an optimal
environment for success —
smaller classrooms, more
thought-provoking assignments, more one-on-one
attention, more behavioral
exceptions, and more physical resources — are likely
to outperform their peers?
Does this prove anything
other than that kids with
more specialized instruction are more likely to do
well, and is this anything
other than common sense?
Hopefully, it’s obvious
that my argument isn’t to
suggest that kids selected for
gifted programs aren’t intelligent, it is to highlight that
it wasn’t -and isn’t- necessarily a unique intelligence.
We were just chosen to have
our skills honed and ambitions supported. “Gifted”
kids have inequitable access
to choices. Gifted kids get
unmatched opportunities
because their reputation
often precedes them, making them who comes to
mind when competitive
opportunities arise. The
practice of pouring an excessive amount of resources
into a select group of students while depriving others
is to make a knowing disinvestment from their futures.
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Freshman Flu or COVID-19?
MIA BURKHOLDER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
It started as a sore throat
that I blamed on my suitemate. She had lost her
voice a few days prior, and
I feared heading down the
same route as I prepped
for a cappella auditions. I
kept up on my multivitamins, began taking vitamin
C, and drank hot water as
a way to soothe my throat.
Two days later, two of
my suitemates tested positive for COVID-19.
I was fairly sure I had it,
considering my sore throat
had turned into a full-blown
cough. I took at-home tests
two days in a row, but
both came back negative
despite my symptoms worsening. I hoped to get an
appointment with Habif,
but because it was Labor
Day, I settled for calling

TimelyCare.
As I spoke to the doctor in my gravelly voice, he
suggested that I go to urgent
care. Without a car or legs
that were strong enough to
take me anywhere, this was
not a possibility.
I waited things out until
the next day. I had set up
an appointment with Habif
and got a PCR test. The
doctor prescribed me some
cough syrup, and instead of
having me sit in the waiting
room as the prescription
was filled, he had me stay
in the exam room.
“Based on your symptoms, you probably have
COVID, so I don’t want
you sitting out there with
the other patients,” he
said. “If your test comes
back positive, I’ll give you
a call.”
After downing my cough
syrup and wrapping myself

in a blanket, my phone
started to ring.
The first thing I did
was text my suitemates
(responses of “oh no!”
arrived from my COVIDnegative suitemates, and a
plea to “come hang out with
us” came from the rest).
The next few days were
a blur of rom-coms, cough
drops, and guilty visits
to pick up food from the
dining hall (“Are we supposed to be here?” I asked
a COVID-positive suitemate, to which she replied,
“What’s the alternative?”).
I thought that a week
of isolation would give me
more than enough time to
keep up with my classes,
but I found it impossible
to read, let alone write an
essay. I could barely keep
my eyes open during a rewatch of “The Princess
Bride” (and I love “The

Princess Bride”). Thankfully, professors and club
leaders were very flexible.
I even did a cappella callbacks virtually, either over
Zoom or through voice
recordings.
While I expected that I
would get COVID in college, I didn’t expect to get it
my second week of classes.
Being a first-year, I didn’t
have friends in my courses
yet when I tested positive.
I was on my own for notes
and homework, and I felt
like I missed opportunities
to settle in. However, having COVID with some of
my suitemates encouraged
us to grow closer — bonding over missed club
meetings, the difficulties
of doing homework while
sick, and a need for human
connection.
My
COVID-negative
suitemates
faced
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separate challenges as they
attempted to avoid the
spread. They abstained
from using our shared bathroom, showering at Sumers
Rec and walking back to
the South 40 dripping wet.
They stayed in the dorm for
as little time as possible and
opened their windows to
ventilate the space. While
my COVID-negative suitemates tried to access
resources from the Isolation Housing Office, it was

closed every time they visited. Instead, they got free
COVID tests from Habif.
After nine movies, four
orders of BD stir-fry, and
one-and-a-half bags of
cough drops, I am finally
COVID-free. I feel unprepared going back to classes,
but at least I have the security of three months of
immunity…until the next
“freshman flu” comes
around.

Real Dorm Living (Sorry, Mom)
SCENE STAFF
This time of year, students fall into two clear
camps. There are those
who have unpacked their
rooms into a beautiful, aesthetic haven of studying
and those who may still be
sleeping on their mattress
cover, posters rolled up in a
box somewhere.
The Student Life Scene
Staff provides a peek into
this range of dorm-room
organization, from “controlled chaos” to a “bright,
homey feeling,” and has
been allotted no more
than 100 words to explain
themselves.

Welcome to my beautiful
Gregg double. Here, you’ll
find the blinds open and
the overhead light never on
(it’s just too bright). On the
walls hang fake ivy leaves
that are waiting for lights to
entangle them, and photos
of family, friends, and Lake
Michigan.
The command hook on
the wall houses my practice
suits for water polo, and
just under them lies more
storage. The desk is packed
with a variety of items —
but, most importantly, an
open LaCroix and a container of Trader Joe’s ginger
cookies (incredibly underrated). It’s a cozy corner
consistently packed with
blankets, snack bins, and an
abundance of loose cords.
— Alice Gottesman

Before anyone asks,
yes, that is a pillow with
the face of Harry Styles on
it. And yes, you can make
them cry. Harry loves the
big windows in our second
floor room at Park. They
provide ample opportunities for people-watching
(looking at you, 3 a.m. basketball players).
As for the decor, I
wanted to create a bright,
homey feeling with the
peach sheets and spring
green tapestry on the wall.
But the drying dishes, kettle, and pitcher probably
contribute to the “homey”
atmosphere a tad more…
— Adel Cynolter

In short: controlled
chaos? Trying to "organize"
my long-term living space
all at once for the first time
basically resulted in me
keeping everything on my
desk, which, for authenticity, also houses tonight's
paneer tikka masala. The
food won't be there for very
long, but the other clutter
is threatening to make the
desk its home.
My bed is technically
made, but done so haphazardly, which I think
is a good metaphor for
the whole room. And I've
adorned the walls with
some movie posters: shoutout to Chungking Express,
my all-time favorite.
— Danny Graziano

This is a picture of my
dorm on the cleaner side. I
still need to get rid of some
excess plastic bags and
clothes piled in the corner!
It often goes back and forth
in terms of neatness, but I
find I can work better when
the room is organized —
especially the desk.
Currently, the desk
has only necessities: just a
water bottle, in addition to
my computer and some hidden pencil boxes. In terms
of decoration, I went for a
calm vibe with light colors:
white, gray, and purple.
I’m from New York
City, so I decided to include
some black-and-white New
York art above my bed, but
I’m also thinking of adding
another painting with more
color to the left wall.
— Sofia Allinson
This dorm room serves
two major purposes: finishing homework and
achieving self-actualization. With cutting-edge
“no-backboard” technology, I can seamlessly jump
from working on a problem

Left column from top to bottom: Annabel Shen, Sanch Pothuru, Adel Cynolter, Sofia Allinson.
Right column: Danny Graziano, Mia Burkholder, Lawrence Haperman, Alice Gottesman.

set to lying on top of my
blankets while looking at
the ceiling — looking for
answers, and finding only
chips of paint.
— Lawrence Hapeman
For my room, I really

wanted a clean look — decorated with a lot of plants
and greenery to make it
look cozier! The balcony
view gives the room amazing lighting during the day
and makes everything look
so much brighter!

— Annabel Shen
This is what a freshman
dorm looks like as COVID19 sweeps through the suite.
The bed features cough
drops, chips, and a computer
playing “When Harry Met

Sally” (medically necessary).
The desk and chair are covered tastefully in tea bags,
empty mugs, and finished
single-serve cups of cereal.
The vibe is chaos, chest pain,
and cherry cough drops.
— Mia Burkholder

My room décor takes a
lot of inspiration from Pinterest and relies heavily
on posters acquired from
FedEx. There are a lot of
movie posters: Lady Bird,
Grand Budapest Hotel,
Marriage Story, and Gone
Girl to pay homage to my
Film and Media studies
major, but I also featured
a couple of my favorite
musicians. Honestly, I was
pleasantly surprised with
the size of my dorm since it
was originally a double that
got converted to a single.
Being a maximalist, I like
my room to have an eclectic, cluttered feel which is
why I tried to fill it with a
lot of random knick-knacks.
– Sanch Pothuru
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Volleyball Remains Undefeated After First UAA Tournament

JAMIE NICHOLSON | STUDENT LIFE

Jasmine Sells hammers the ball over the net in the team’s matchup against the top-ranked New York University. Sells has managed 163 kills so far this season.

IAN HEFT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
The atmosphere was
intense, the crowd was
engaged, and the stakes
were set as sophomore
Zoe Foster walked past the
sideline to deliver her third
consecutive serve in the
fifth set of Saturday’s match
vs. NYU. Foster lofted
the ball over the net, and
a rally ensued; as possession shifted back and forth
between No. 20 WashU
and No. 6 NYU, each squad
struggled to gain control
until senior Jasmine Sells
charged in for the kill to seal
the deal for the Bears.
It took five sets

(the final three each decided
by just two points), over two
hours, and a number of lead
changes, but WashU was
able to cement the win vs.
NYU (13-25, 25-18, 33-35,
25-23, 15-13), in a win that
was the highlight of the
weekend’s round robin. The
team also won their two
other conference matches
vs. Carnegie Mellon (2523, 25-20, 19-25, 25-21)
and Brandeis (25-22, 25-10,
25-20), to improve to a stellar 12-0 record. After the
win, WashU moved up
fourteen spots into 6th place
in the nation in the AVCA
DIII coaches poll.
The Bears have matched
their best start since 2015, a

year in which they finished
first in the UAA and made
it to the NCAA regional
finals, but head coach
Vanessa Walby isn’t doing
too much thinking ahead.
“We truly are taking things
day by day and match by
match,” said Walby over
email, after notching her
200th career WashU victory
on Sunday. “[We’re] just
trying to stay in the moment
and not look far down the
road.”
Over
the
weekend,
WashU was led by the
fierce duo of outside hitters,
sophomore Jasmine Sells
and senior Lane Bohrer.
Through the first twelve
games, Sells is tied with

dynamic fifth year right
side hitter Michaela Bach
for the team lead with 147
kills. Freshman setter Sam
Buckley also impressed,
with 51 assists vs. NYU.
Senior defensive specialist
Taryn Gurbach led the team
in digs, including a season
high 18 vs. Brandeis, while
fifth year Abby Li, who
leads the team in blocks,
chipped in with key plays
as well, recording nine kills
from the middle position vs.
Carnegie Mellon.
Despite coming into
the match as underdogs,
WashU was able to remain
focused heading into the
crucial NYU match. Said
Li on facing NYU, “I think

our team did a great job
mentally preparing without
psyching ourselves out. We
felt amped, but also calm
and ready to dig deep for the
game ahead of us.” After
the win, WashU leapfrogged
NYU in the standings, taking the conference lead.
Upperclassmen Bohrer,
Gurbach, Bach and Li have
been instrumental to the
team’s success thus far, in
their performance as well
as their leadership. Said
Walby: “I think mentally we
have grown a lot as a team
and our upperclassmen have
played a huge part in that
development.”
On returning for her fifth
season, Li remains grateful,

especially after the time she
spent with friend and former WashU Basketball’s
Justin Hardy. “I know that
my friend [Justin] would’ve
done anything to play
another year, so everyday I
try to be grateful that I have
been given another chance
to play the game I love.”
Gurbach agreed, saying
that Justin’s legacy is “something we take to heart in
every practice and match.”
The team remained undefeated in their Wednesday
matchup to improve their
record to 13-0, the best start
to the season since 2012.
The team’s next conference
match is vs. Rochester on
Oct. 2.

Football wins again in best start since 1997
Kenosha, Wisconsin on the
24th. WashU won 37-16 in
2021, and the Bears have
won three games straight
against the Firebirds. The
weekend will pose a challenge with the Bears not
able to bring their entire
roster on the travel trip.

CLARA RICHARDS
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR
In the second quarter,
Matt Rush sent a spiraling pass to receiver Collin
Goldberg, and the ball was
bulleted into the endzone.
It wasn’t the game winning
pass or the most climactic
moment of the game —
in two games, the Bears
haven’t played with a deficit
— but Rush looked like he
had all the time in the world
as he sent a ball flying to
Goldberg.
“I just have a ton of
confidence, and Goldberg
makes plays like that routinely,” Rush said. “When
I threw it, I knew that he
would track it down. That’s
just what he does.”
That nonchalance —
making over-the-shoulder
sprinting catches routine —
propelled the Bears to a 47
point win against Millikin
in the team’s first conference matchup. They’ve
outscored opponents 10614 in the best season opener
since 1997, when the Bears
went 141 – 7 in their first
two games.
‘I think we played really
well to start the game,
just like we did the week
before,” head coach Aaron
Keen said. He said that the
challenge came when he
rotated players throughout
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Kenneth Hamilton tries to squeeze past two Millikin defenders. Hamilton scored two touchdowns in his second game as a sophomore for 40 rushing yards

the game as the opponent
brought pressure in the second half. “We still need to
get better in some areas: we
turn the ball over a little bit
too much for my taste, so
we can clean those things
up.”
After not scoring during the first drive, a pick 6
allowed Sam Mattecheck
to sprint up the field for the
first touchdown to jubilant
cheers from the bench.
Rush was challenged all
game with Big Blue’s defensive line forcing him outside
of the pocket area. Despite
the pressure, he executed
18 out of 26 passes. “Matt
does a tremendous job of
putting the ball on [our

receivers’] hands,” Keen
said. “You’ve got to make
the tough catches when the
defenders get a hand on the
ball. And we’re doing that
in spots. But we can continue to get better.”
Goldberg, who totaled
4 touchdowns in 10 games
played in 2021, made two
over-the-shoulder catches
for two touchdowns in
Saturday’s game alone.
Kenneth Hamilton also
landed two touchdowns
with short runs on the back
end. Sophomores were
responsible for five out
of the seven touchdowns,
showing the potential of the
underclassmen.
And even with senior

all-conference player Alex
Vogel out of the game with
an injury from the season
opener, the defense didn’t
falter. They are currently
ranked seventh in Division
III in total defense, thirteenth in scoring defense.
Despite the uncertainty
from only returning two
starters on the d-line, Rush
wasn’t surprised by their
strength. “I definitely saw
it coming. I was practicing
against them all summer,
and life wasn’t wasn’t too
fun going against them
daily. So I definitely
expected that.”
The Bears play their first
road game next week, facing off against Carthage in

“It’ll be the first opportunity we’ve had to play a
game where we don’t have
our entire family there
with us, if you will,” Keen
said. “We’ve got to be able
to adjust to that and play
our best football in some
unhappy confines.”
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Need an activity? Club sports could be for you.
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WashU’s fencing club stand off against each other on WashU’s open recreation facilities.

ANDREW KASTELMAN
JUNIOR SPORTS EDITOR
Many WashU students
play at least one sport
before arriving on campus.
However, only a small percent are fortunate enough to
continue their sport in college
at the varsity level.
Enter club sports: a competitive alternative without
the time commitment or
recruitment process of varsity
sports. Looking to continue
your high school sport in
college? Want to stay active
and make new friends? Club
sports might have a spot for
you.
“If you love your sport and
you can’t necessarily play at
the varsity level in college,
I think club sports is a great
way to go about it,” sophomore club baseball player
Jack Wineman said.
WashU offers 41 club
sports,
including
more
mainstream sports, such as
soccer and basketball, and
more niche options, such as

powerlifting and table tennis. These sports serve as an
outlet for both fitness and
socializing.
“It’s a great way to meet
people, because a lot of the
social things that I do are
through club sports,” sophomore women’s club soccer
and women’s club lacrosse
player Olivia Garman said.
“You really bond with a team
— like, you’re spending all
this time practicing together,
and that’s a lot of fun.”
Garman juggles two club
teams, showing the versatility of students’ options.
Ultimately, the decision of
what to join frequently comes
down to how big of a commitment each student wants
to make. For example, club
baseball and club soccer only
have a few hours of practice
each week. However, games
on weekends force players to
manage their time well during the week.
“I think the captains do
a really good job of making
sure that everyone can balance their academics with the

sport,” sophomore men’s club
soccer player Jacob Sherman
said. Sherman said that each
individual practice for club
men’s soccer is optional,
although players must show
up to at least one practice during the week to be able to play
in the games that weekend.
Because of all the options,
students may have a tough
time deciding which sport
to get involved in. Some students will continue sports
they played in high school,
while others will pick up a
new passion. This was the
case for sophomore Ella
Brodey, who swam in high
school but decided to join
women’s club water polo.
Brodey wanted to do water
polo in high school, but it
was not offered. Now, water
polo has given her a new
community.
“It’s just a really fun way
to be active and meet new
people and be part of a community that’s outside your
normal friend group,” Brodey
said.
Another aspect of club
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Womens’ soccer practices on the South Campus field, where the group can practice after school.

sports is the tryout process. These can vary greatly
between the sports. For example, women’s club lacrosse
and women’s club water polo
have no tryouts, making it
easier for members to join.
The benefit of this is that
the team then includes players of different skill levels and
abilities, making the group
more inclusive. “We take people who have never touched a
stick before,” Garman said
about womens’ lacrosse.
“We’re trying to teach the
fundamentals, so even if you
didn’t play lacrosse in high
school, you’re welcome to
join.”
On the other hand,
women’s club soccer has a
rigorous tryout process, with
two rounds of open tryouts
and a closed tryout before
making roster decisions.
One club sport that has a
unique setup is women’s club
ultimate frisbee. Women’s
ultimate actually has two club
teams: Locamotive — which
is a little less competitive and
is focused on fundamentals

— and Iron Horse, which
plays at the highest level and
is more fast-paced.
Sophomore Leah Karush,
who is on the Locamotive
team, said that both teams
offer a positive experience.
“It’s just such a great
community,” Karush said.
“People are super welcoming,
and it was just a great way to
meet people my freshman
year.”
Karush hints at possibly
the biggest benefit to club

sports: a positive social environment to meet new friends.
No matter your athletic ability or experience level, joining
a club sport opens up social
opportunities, from daily
practice to mixers.
“Even if you don’t feel
super confident about your
sport, you can always just
come and hang out at practice and then go to social
stuff,” Garman said. “That’s
really awesome, too.”
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