
The second presidential 
debate is coming to Washington 
University on Oct. 9 and stu-
dents are still unsure whether or 
not they’ll receive tickets.  

Though up to 400 tickets 
have been allotted to students 
at previous presidential and 
vice-presidential debates held 
on campus, the number of  tick-
ets available to students won’t 
be known until the day of  the 
debate.

Emails were sent but Thursday 
night to all 10,239 students that 
had entered the lottery, with 
special emails going out to the 
students within the top 500 
spots. Given the town hall-style 
format for this debate, few avail-
able seats are expected. 

“This is all a process that we 
have to anticipate on the pros-
pect of  receiving tickets but 
we don’t have any tickets to 
give away or promise to peo-
ple yet,” Stephanie Kurtzman, 
interim executive director of  the 
Gephardt Institute for Civic and 
Community Engagement, said.

The presidential debate lot-
tery is a computerized system 
run through the University 
Registrar’s office. As in past 
years, the University Registrar 
built the lottery system. The 
computer assigned each student 
who enrolled a lottery number.

If  students do get seats, it is 
unclear where exactly they will 
be located. In the past, students 
received seats that others had 
passed up due to obstructed 
views, but that doesn’t necessar-
ily mean the same will be true 
this time around.

“In the 2008 election, the 
reason we leaned more towards 
the 400 number was because 
the presidential debate was able 
to offer some tickets that had 
a partially obstructed view,” 
Kurtzman said. “I don’t have any 
reason to believe that they are 
necessarily seats in the back.”

Tickets are strictly non-trans-
ferable. Those that do not wish 
to accept their tickets simply lose 
their place, and the ticket goes 
to the next person ranked in the 
lottery.

The general mood of  those 
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Lights illuminate Brookings at the Social Programming Board and  WashU Votes hosted Light Up Brookings on Saturday. The event included neon roller-
skating, debate swag and food.

Debate ticket 
lottery results 
announced, 
but no seats 
yet assigned
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LIMBO
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SU resolution favors longer add/drop period
2-week shopping period proposed for administrative review

Junior Stella Schindler, a phys-
ics major, thought she was taking 
full advantage of Washington 
University’s class shopping period 
when she ran into a friend who 
quickly informed her that the add/
drop deadline had come and gone.

“So I pull up WebSTAC, and 
I’m enrolled in one physics class, 
one math course and 14 credits of  
humanities,” Schindler said.

For many students, this would 
have been the end of the line, stuck in 
a set of courses they weren’t quite sat-
isfied with for the next four months, 
but Schindler learned from her past 
experiences serving on Student 
Union Senate. Teaming up with sena-
tors Morgan Hartman and Elizabeth 
Smith, both sophomores, Schindler 
drafted an SU Senate resolution to 
restore the course shopping period 
to its former length of two full weeks 
and two days—last offered for the fall 
2014 semester.

“For students who maybe decide 
after the first class, ‘This class isn’t 
really for me, I need to find another 
one,’ sometimes to make one change 
requires you to shuffle around your 
entire schedule to find different sec-
tions and different courses that work 
for you that you hadn’t planned on 
before,” Schindler said. “And to do 
that requires time, and if you have 
courses meeting only once a week 
or two times before the add/drop 
deadline, then that can be nearly 
impossible to do.”

The resolution passed in Senate 
unanimously and was sent on to the 

University Council, which includes 
the chancellor, provost, deans and 
others. Four deans, one from each 
of the undergraduate schools, are 
responsible for setting the add/drop 
deadlines, which are currently posi-
tioned at one week and two days after 
the first day of classes. 

Dean Jen Smith of the College 
of Arts & Sciences said that she was 
willing to compromise, but empha-
sized that the initial reason for the 
change in 2015 came from worries 
about class productivity in the first 
weeks of classes.

“The dominant professor con-
cerns—it’s the late add, it’s not the 
drops at all. It’s somebody adding 
on at the add deadline and they’d be 
showing up to class for the first time 
late in the third week of the semes-
ter, and that just is really disruptive,” 
Smith explained. “That student is 
really far behind, and with more and 
more of us following the educational 
psychology that you should test more 
frequently and with lesser stakes, 
many of us now have our first exams 
in the first week of class.”

She noted that the other schools 
had more specific concerns: For the 

art school, catching up with studio 
work even a week late could be dif-
ficult, and with the business school, 
Associate Dean Steve Malter wanted 
add/drop deadlines to be earlier so 
that professors could assign groups 
early on. 

Associate Dean of Engineering 
Student Services Chris Kroeger noted 
similar concerns, such as group work 
and learning objectives being delayed 
until classes were solidified after the 
deadline.

“It really was delaying the time in 
which the real education part of the 
course was taking place, so it was 
making the first couple weeks a little 
bit worthless in terms of the content 
that was being covered,” Kroeger 
said.

Smith discussed possible other 
options, like changing deadlines 
by school instead of sticking to 
a universal undergraduate dead-
line, but admitted the idea could be 
complicated.

“We’ve tried to streamline and sys-
tematize as much as we could so that 
you wouldn’t run into that confusion 
but it’s hard enough to get people to 
know when the deadlines are even 

when there’s just one,” Smith said. 
“We understand and we do want peo-
ple to have the opportunity to try out 
classes; we don’t want to completely 
get rid of that, and the only challenge 
with anything that’s regulatory is that 
it’s going to be probably absurdly 
complex.”

Kroeger, however, took a 
stauncher stance against this kind of  
modification.

“I think it would be a disaster if  
we had different deadlines [for each 
school],” Kroeger said. “What’s 
really the deadline attached to? Is it 
attached to the student? The school 
they’re from? Or is it attached to the 
course itself? There really has to be 
one set of deadlines for all under-
graduates, otherwise it would be too 
confusing.”

Though unclear exactly how, 
Smith believes there is room for both 
sides to compromise.

 “Is there a way we could work 
through something that would maybe 
not be what either of us wants but is 
it at least some component, some-
thing better than, something more in 
the middle than where we are now?” 
Smith said.

EMILY SCHIENVAR
SENIOR EDITOR

SEE LOTTERY, PAGE 2

LENGTH OF SHOPPING PERIODS AT OTHER UNIVERSITIES

“...Whereas, peer institutions successfully offer course shopping periods 
longer than that of Washington University...”BROWN UNIVERSITY     2 WEEKS FREE / 4 WEEKS WITH FEE 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY     2 WEEKS FREE / 4 WEEKS WITH FEE
MASSACHUSETTS INST. OF TECHNOLOGY  4 + WEEKS
STANFORD UNIVERSITY    3 WEEKS
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA   3 WEEKS



When a group of  
approximately 25 business 
school students walked 
into their MEC 470: 
Market Competition and  
Value Appropriation class 
this semester, they were 
surprised to find the mate-
rial oddly familiar. That’s 
because the students 
had—without knowing—
been taught a combination 
of  MEC 470 and MEC 
370: Game Theory for 
Business, the previous 
level course, last semes-
ter by visiting professor 
Oleksandr Shcherbakov.

Associate Dean of  the 
Olin Business School, 
Steve Malter, said that 
administration and stu-
dents were unaware of  the 
issue until the first day of  
class this fall, when sev-
eral students enrolled in 
MEC 470 noticed that 
they already knew the 
material presented in the 
class. 

Tools are taught in 
370, while application 
is usually in 470, but 
Shcherbakov taught both 
together, Malter said. 

Because MEC 370 and 
MEC 470 build on each 
other and are similar, 
many said it was hard 
for students and faculty 
to recognize the mix-up 
last year. In fact, many 
students in the class just 
thought the professor was 
challenging them to go 
beyond what they were 
learning and apply their 

knowledge to real-world 
examples and more com-
plex ideas.

“He mentioned that he 
challenged us a lot, and he 
wanted us to learn more, 
so I just assumed that he 
took it a little bit further 
but that he never actually 
took examples from the 
next class,” a student from 
the class, who wished to 
remain anonymous, said. 

Business school faculty 
members came up with 
several options for the stu-
dents so they would not 
have to relearn the MEC 
470 material. One option 
offered was a newly cre-
ated second section of  
MEC 471: Empirical 
Techniques, the next 
course in the required 
sequence for Economics 
and Strategy majors, at a 
different time to provide 
the students with more 
flexibility when trying to 
rearrange their schedules. 

“We were in there that 
first week, talking with 
the students, telling them 
what had happened, and 
providing them with 
options,” Malter said. 

According to the anon-
ymous student from 
Shcherbakov’s class, no 
one suspected that any-
thing was wrong before 
this semester. 

“Everyone in the class 
was pretty shocked when 
they said we can’t take 
470,” she said.

Students in 
Shcherbakov’s class sat-
isfied both the MEC 370 
and 470 requirements, but 

since students still needed 
to take another business 
course to reach the num-
ber of  credits needed 
to obtain a BSBA, they 
were given the option to 
take a different business 
course. Students were also 
given the opportunity to 
work on an independent 
study with senior faculty 
members in the field of  
economics. 

Despite the mix-up, 
still students found the 
BSBA office has been 
working to make sure 
students affected by the 
combined classes are 
accommodated.

“The BSBA office really 
tried hard to make sure 
that we were happy with 
this decision and make 
sure that we were still 
getting the education 
that would be needed,” 
the anonymous student 
added. 

While unideal for 
many students and fac-
ulty members, Malter said 
that this situation actu-
ally puts these students 
slightly ahead of  their 
requirements. 

“We gave the students 
three pretty solid choices, 
looking at how we can 
continue their academic 
development, avoid 
redundancy [and] not 
disrupt their schedules 
at all, or with very mini-
mal impact,” Malter said. 
“This gives our students 
greater flexibility to posi-
tion what [classes] they’ve 
got left and how they want 
to take it.”
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theFLIPSIDE
EVENT CALENDAR

MONDAY 3 
PARTLY CLOUDY
76 / 59

WEDNESDAY 5
AM SHOWERS
82 / 67

TUESDAY 4
PARTLY CLOUDY
82  / 64

MON 3 

Spoon University’s debATE week
Danforth University Center, 11 a.m.
Spoon University will be giving out free food in the DUC during lunch the week before the 
presidential debate. Take pictures with patriotic photo props and whiteboards, spin a prize 
wheel and enter to win gift cards to local restaurants.

Workshop: Viability: How to Assess the Viability of Your New Venture
Medical Campus, McDonnell Pediatric Research Building, Room 8101, noon
Learn to identify viable new venture concepts, build plans for a sustainable and scalable 
enterprise and get ventures off  the ground. 

CARE Series: Wellness and the Election—Psychological Well-being
Olin Library, Suite 202, 6 p.m.
Come reflect on our health during times of anxiety, stress or identity-related battle fatigue. 
Learn about support available on campus and develop personal and community care strategies.

TUES 4

Lecture: Library Virtuality, Virtuosity and Virtuousness: Do Students and  
Researchers Still Need Libraries?
Women’s Building, Formal Lounge, 4 p.m.
Lecture by Jim Neal, university librarian emeritus at Columbia University and president-
elect of  the American Library Association. A reception will follow at 5 p.m. The event is 
free and open to the public.

Discussion: Law and Politics in the 2016 Election
Anheuser-Busch Hall, Bryan Cave Moot Courtroom, Room 310, 4:30 p.m.
Panel discussion with faculty Lee Epstein, Steve Legomsky, Ron Levin, Gregory Magarian 
and Sunita Parikh, moderated by Nancy Staudt, the dean of  the law school. 

WED 5

Post-Debate Civic Dialogue
Danforth Campus, TBD, 8:30 p.m.
The second of four opportunities for students to participate in civic dialogue after each of the 
debates. Respectful discussion relating to the election, promotion of understanding and respect of  
the individual and encouragement of students to think about why they believe what they believe.

CARE Series: Wellness and the Election—Yoga and Mindfulness Session
Olin Library, Suite 202, 9 p.m.
Practice concepts like physical exercise and meditation to encourage healing and wellbeing. 
Come make connections and find a peer support network or a wellness accountability buddy.

SEPT. 29: Larceny at Athletic Center 
Complainant left property unattended in an unsecure locker and reported money missing 
from his wallet.  Loss $140. Disposition: Pending

POLICE BEAT

B-SCHOOL CLASS MIXUP
Students, faculty find course content 
overlap in upper-level business class
MEGHAN SHARMA
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

who did not receive a 
place in the top 500 is dis-
appointment. Those who 
did, however, are more 
hopeful.

“Getting to see the next 
president [excites me the 
most]. [The candidates] 
will be in the room and 
I’ve never seen anyone 
famous before,” Kayce 
Sorbello, sophomore and 

one of  the top 100 lottery 
finalists said. “I’m just 
really looking forward to 
it.”

Those who are in the 
top 500 will need to arrive 
at Whitaker Hall by 2:30 
p.m. on the day of  the 
debate. Students who 
receive a ticket will need to 
be at the Athletic Complex 
by 7:30 p.m. and should 

plan on being there until 
approximately 10 p.m., 
according to the email sent 
to those in the top 500.

“This is a historic 
moment in the University, 
the nation, the world,” 
Kurtzman added. “It is an 
exciting time for everyone, 
whether or not they get a 
ticket to watch the debate 
live.”

LOTTERY from page 1

Portions of  Big Bend 
Boulevard and Forsyth 
Boulevard will be closed 
to all vehicular traffic this 
weekend in anticipation 
of  the second presidential 
debate.

Beginning at 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, Oct. 8, Big Bend 
will be closed between 

Wydown Boulevard and 
Forest Park Parkway. It 
will be reopened by 6 a.m. 
Monday, Oct. 10. 

Beginning 9 a.m. on 
Sunday, Oct. 9, Forsyth 
will be closed between 
Big Bend and Skinker 
boulervards. It will also 
be reopened by 6 a.m. 
Monday, Oct. 10. 

Security fencing will 
also be installed on the 

west side of  Big Bend from 
Forsyth to Westmoreland 
Drive, which will block 
vehicle traffic from streets, 
alleys and driveways.

All information is sub-
ject to change, according to 
the road closures page on 
Washington University’s 
official debate website. The 
page will also be updated 
with more information as 
the debate approaches.

Debate-related road closures expected 
KATIE MARCUS
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR
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After a weekend at the 
Intercollegiate Tennis 
Association Central Regional 
at Kalamazoo College in 
Kalamazoo, Mich., things 
are looking promising for 
senior Rebecca Ho, the tour-
nament’s reigning doubles 
champion, and the rest of the 
Washington University wom-
en’s tennis team.

Ho and her doubles part-
ner, senior Kaylan Griffith, 
together seeded first in the 
tournament, advanced to 
the final round, in which 
they will play the University 
of Chicago’s No. 9 Majorie 
Antohi and Estefania Navarro 
on Monday. Ho and Griffith 
face a challenge against the 
pair, as Antohi and Navarro 
blew through the competi-
tion, winning 40 games to 
their opponents’ 12 leading 
up to the finals. However, Ho 
and Griffith should be up to 

the task—they were just as 
impressive, dropping just 16 
games of their own.

In singles, Ho’s perfor-
mance was just as decisive. 
Seeded first individually, Ho 
advanced to the final round 
winning all six matches in 
straight sets. Prior to her 11 
a.m. doubles final, Ho will 
face off with No. 9 Antohi for 
the singles championship at 9 
a.m.

In the quarterfinal round, 
Ho managed to defeat 
Chicago’s No. 6 Rachel Kim, 
6-1, 6-3. While the victory 
against Kim was notable, her 
match against Antohi could 
prove to be the most challeng-
ing match of the tournament 
for Wash. U. Antohi’s run to 
the final round was similarly 
impressive, including oustings 
of the No. 2 and No. 7 seeds.

Ho racked up 11 victories 
across singles and doubles 
over the course of the week-
end to move into a tie for third 
on the all-time Wash. U. wins 

list with 145.
Unseeded freshman Sanjna 

Tripathy also had a successful 
weekend, winning twice to 
advance to the round of 32. 
She managed to defeat No. 
17 Katrin Gurvich of Case 
Western Reserve University 
in lengthy third set, 11-9, 
after the two battled out the 
first two sets, 6-4, 4-6. She 
advanced an additional round 
with an impressive 6-0, 6-1 
victory before dropping the 
next round to Augustana 
College’s No. 9 Lauren 
Goggin.

Wash. U.’s success in 
women’s tennis is well-docu-
mented, but this season looks 
more promising than ever, as 
both veterans and new addi-
tions have hit the ground 
running. Ho and Griffith have 
the opportunity to capitalize 
on a strong first tournament 
of the year with two champi-
onships and set the tone for 
singles and doubles success 
throughout the season.

Ho leads women’s tennis to 
singles, doubles title matches

In the 80th minute, a 
back pass meant for senior 
goalkeeper Lizzy Crist was 
intercepted by a University of  
Rochester player and buried in 
the back of an open net. It was 
that kind of night.

The goal gave the winless 
YellowJackets a 3-1 lead and 
iced a forgettable game for 
the Washington University 
women’s soccer team, which 
dropped to 7-2-1 on the season. 

The game began with the 
Bears on their heels, letting in 
a quick 12th minute goal to 
sophomore Rochester forward 
Jean Chakmakas. The shot 
came off a corner kick, which 
Chakmakas headed past Crist. 

But the Bears rallied quickly, 
equalizing with a 20th minute 
penalty kick goal from sopho-
more Darcy Cunningham 
after a Rochester handball in 
the box. The lead wouldn’t 
hold, as Chakmakas netted her 
second goal of the game a min-
ute later off of another corner 
kick. 

The YellowJackets would 
hold that lead for the rest of  
the game, with an insurance 
goal late in the game making 
the final 3-1. The match is only 
the third time Wash. U. has 
given up three goals or more 
since 2012.

Wash. U. actually outshot 
the YellowJackets 20-6, 9-4 in 
shots on goal, but freshman 
Rochester goalkeeper Gwen 
Haffenden made eight saves 

on the night. Where Rochester 
beat the Wash. U. side was in 
effectiveness of play, recording 
only five fouls to Wash. U.’s 14.

 The Bears were 
not without their chances—
a header from sophomore 
Caroline Dempsey and long 
strike from junior Mia 
Mastroianni both challenged 
Haffenden—but ultimately 
weren’t able to muster a 
crooked number. 

The loss was Crist’s first of  
the season, her record now sit-
ting at 7-1.

The Bears take the pitch 
again this Tuesday, Oct. 4 
against Fontbonne University, 
their first match outside of  
conference play. The game will 
start at 6 p.m. at Clayton High 
School.

Women’s soccer drops match
WESLEY JENKINS
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Down 2-0 at halftime and 
forced to play a man down 
for 95 minutes against No. 7 
University of Rochester, the 
Washington University men’s 
soccer team faced its tough-
est challenge of the season 
thus far. For weeks, the Bears 
had been able to rely on their 
defense to put up zeros, and 
now it was the offense’s turn to 
play hero. The Red and Green 
scored three times in the sec-
ond half, including twice in 
the final 15 minutes, and held 
firm through two overtimes 
to tie on the road against the 
YellowJackets.   

Usually masters of ball con-
trol, the Bears’ defense allowed 
four shots in the opening 12 
minutes. The pressure peaked 
in the 15th minute when 
senior goalkeeper Daniel 
Geanon received a red card 

while defending a Rochester 
breakaway. “It was a close 
call,” head coach Joe Clarke 
said of the penalty. “But that’s 
soccer.”

Senior Nick Tannenbaum 
subbed in for Geanon follow-
ing the ejection. 

“When [Geanon] got the 
red card, I was caught off  
guard,” Tannenbaum said. “I 
hadn’t warmed up much and 
knew I would be coming in 
right at a [penalty kick]. The 
biggest thing on my mind 
was just thinking back to the 
things [Clarke] had told us in 
the scouting report and get-
ting myself ready to step into 
goal.”

The YellowJackets con-
verted on the ensuing penalty 
kick for the 1-0 lead. It was the 
first goal the undefeated Bears 
had allowed all season. 

Taking advantage of their 
numbers, the YellowJackets 
pressured the box early and 

often. Rochester also had a 
bit of luck on their side. In the 
23rd minute, a Rochester cross 
into the box ricocheted off of  
junior back Chris Rieger and 
into the Bears’ net for an own 
goal and a 2-0 YellowJacket 
lead.

“We had our backs up 
against the wall,” graduate stu-
dent Jack West said. “We had 
the option of trying to mini-
mize the damage or get after 
Rochester and get a result.” 

The Bears chose the second 
option. 

Only ten minutes into the 
second half, the Bears con-
verted the first of their many 
chances. A free kick from West 
bounced off the post, where it 
rattled between several play-
ers until sophomore forward 
Ryan Sproule redirected it to 
junior back Nick Knight, who 
capitalized on the mayhem. In 
the 78th minute, senior Grant 
Baltes scored the first equalizer 

to the game, a goal that West 
engineered as he ran down the 
right wing and made the key 
pass into a heavy crowd.

With the momentum shift-
ing in Wash. U.’s favor, the 
window was open for a come-
back. It appeared to shut just 
as quick minutes later, when 
a Rochester header in the 84th 
minute gave the YellowJackets 
back the lead with less than 
seven minutes left to go in 
regulation.   

“They are a gritty team,” 
Clarke said of his players. 
“They have grit and steel. And 
when you have both of that, 
it’s never too late.”

The Bears rewarded 
Clarke’s faith less than a min-
ute later. Knight scored his 
second goal of the game on a 
lofted give from West. 

“Our team is very resilient,” 
Knight said. “Everyone puts 
everything out on the field, 
and we don’t quit until the 

final whistle blows, regardless 
of the score.”

With the score tied at 3-3, 
the game headed into over-
time. In the first overtime 
period, Tannenbaum saved 
a dangerous shot sent from 
outside the box. After an unex-
pected entrance forced the 
team to defend with a man 
down, Tannenbaum made a 
career-high six saves.

“Tannenbaum did a great 

job of coming off the bench 
and playing well. Nick Knight 
did well scoring two goals, 
but it was a total team effort,” 
West said. “There were no 
egos out there, as everyone 
was working as hard as they 
could for the team.”

After a tense game, the 
Bears return home for a 
quick reprieve before taking 
on Fontbonne University at 
Clayton High School Tuesday.

Wash. U. overcomes all odds in a 3-3 thriller against Rochester

SKYLER KESSLER | STUDENT LIFE

Senior Corey Meehan handles the ball in the Bears’ 4-0 win 
against Luther. Meehan scored one of the game’s four goals.

DAVID KIM
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longer op-eds of up to 750 
words. We reserve the right to 
print any submission as a letter 
or op-ed. Any submission 
chosen for publication does not 
necessarily reflect the opinions 
of Student Life, nor does 
publication mean Student Life 
supports said submission.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

T
he past two weeks 
of preparation for 
the debate have 
seen an incred-

ible lack of communication 
between the administration 
and students. While Student 
Life understands that this is 
partly a function of rapidly 
changing logistics, we are 
disappointed by Washington 
University’s lack of transpar-
ency in explaining how the 
day-to-day operations of the 
debate will directly impact 
students. 

Our request is not so 
much to ask: Campus Life is 
already communicating with 
fraternities within the security 

perimeter and has made clear 
their expectations for these stu-
dents in the next week. These 
students are receiving frequent 
and regular communication 
from the administration and 
go into the debate knowing 
rather well how their lives will 
(or won’t) be disrupted. The 
same cannot be said for most 
students. 

The debate lottery has 
proven to be a major source 
of confusion. There was little 
word on students’ tickets for 
the debate before the Sept. 
29 deadline; even now, it’s 
entirely unclear what will 
happen to students who are 
lucky enough to get tickets (if  

any do). They have been given 
vague instructions to show up 
to Whitaker Hall at 3 p.m., 
but that’s about all we know. 
Again, we’re not asking for the 
University to tell all here (they 
obviously can’t for security 
reasons), but a bit more 
outreach regarding the lottery 
outcome would be incredibly 
useful for the student body. 

Wash. U. has also been 
silent on what media coverage 
will look like on campus—
we do not know if areas of  
campus will be closed off for 
commentators and how much 
outside news staff we should 
expect on our campus in the 
week leading up to the debate. 

If we can’t use Mudd Field 
or Brookings Quadrangle, 
shouldn’t we find out before 
the day of? 

At the heart of this frustra-
tion is the construction of  
the security perimeter for 
the Athletic Center, where 
the debate will be hosted. 
The fence went up without 
any announcement and the 
student body still doesn’t know 
the location of each layer of  
the construction. There has 
been no communication what-
soever about the timelines 
that the University has set for 
the perimeter; while we know 
this construction is a complex 
task, students deserve access 

to pertinent information about 
recent updates. For instance, 
the University should tell its 
students how limited access 
will be to Seigle Hall on the 
weekend of the debate (given 
that it is in the perimeter), and 
what parts of the Village will 
be in the outer perimeter. 

We are asking the admin-
istration two things: to tell 
the students more about the 
debate and to centralize the 
dissemination of this informa-
tion. There is a website for 
our presidential debate, but 
that news is not forwarded to 
students via their emails, like 
many other important news 
bulletins are. Things like road 

closures (which have been 
publicly announced) as well 
as specific on-campus security 
procedures (which have not) 
should both be announced to 
students in a timely fashion. 

The intense nature of the 
debate’s presence on campus 
necessitates student-wide 
emails on day-to-day logistics 
of the debate. This is not a 
trivial part of our students’ 
experiences during their 
semesters, and any kind of  
communication would at 
least demonstrate that the 
University is doing its best 
to keep campus running 
smoothly during this hectic 
time. 

Communication of debate logistics needs to improve

EDITORIAL CARTOON

NOAH JODICE | STUDENT LIFE

T
he 2016 presi-
dential election is 
frustrating for mil-
lions of Americans 

who do not see their interests 
represented at the ballot 
box. As a student exercising 
my right to vote in my first 
presidential election, I share 
the sentiment. All too often in 
this election, complex issues 
are avoided, and debate 
between the candidates from 
the two major parties is 
isolated to a few, select topics. 
However, some of the issues 
that are avoided are essential 
for students across the nation. 
The second debate is taking 
place on my college campus, 
Washington University in St. 
Louis, and I cannot passively 
watch while the candidates 
ignore the concerns of  
Americans. Action must be 
taken.

The presidential candidates 
have overlooked and deliber-
ately ignored the issues that 
impact marginalized commu-
nities both domestically and 
internationally. A coalition 
of students at Washington 
University has united, and 
we are calling ourselves the 
Liberation Collective. The 
Liberation Collective believes 
that we, as a nation, can no 

longer ignore the struggles 
of not only black com-
munities suffering from de 
facto police occupations of  
neighborhoods, but also the 
role the United States plays 
in perpetuating, supporting 
and participating in global 
occupations with other 
imperial powers against com-
munities within the Global 
South such as Palestine, 
Kashmir and Syria. We also 
cannot continue to turn a 
blind eye to state-sanctioned 
violence, economic injustice 
and environmental degrada-
tion, causes which are all 
directly linked. Both sides 
of the aisle have histori-
cally, and especially in this 
election, failed to address the 
declining power of unions. 
Raising the minimum wage 
to $15 an hour, fighting for 
better working conditions 
for workers and strengthen-
ing unions in both the public 
and private sectors are all 
causes we value and demand 
that they be addressed. And 
finally, we cannot ignore 
the environmental degrada-
tion and destruction that 
multinational corporations 
sow as they poison our land 
and communities with little 
afterthought to the marginal-
ized communities they prey 
on and eventually abandon—
recently exemplified by the 

Native American protests 
against the construction of  
the Dakota Access Pipeline. 
As a result, we cannot work 
within systems that per-
petuate these injustices and 
must work to stand with 
and empower grassroots 
movements outside of these 
systems.  

I am privileged to be at 
Washington University at 
a time when a presidential 
debate will take place on 
campus. This debate repre-
sents a historic moment, not 
only for the residents who call 
this city their home, but also 
the students who belong to 
the greater St. Louis commu-
nity. Oct. 9 is more than just a 
momentous event, however. 
It is an opportunity, and by 
virtue of being Wash. U. stu-
dents, it is our responsibility 
to make our voices heard. 

If asked why I am march-
ing on Oct. 9, I would say 
that my participation in 
direct action is key, especially 
after the events in Tulsa 
and Charlotte. There is a 
narrative that students are 
overwhelmingly disillusioned 
at the choices presented. 
While I would agree that 
I am not excited at the 
prospects for this election, I 
reject that narrative. We are 
not disillusioned; rather we 
are motivated, now more 

than ever to make a stand. 
As a black male living in the 
United States, I firmly believe 
we cannot continue with the 
status quo for another four 
years with a leader who will 
not seriously address the fact 
that the police continue to 
murder unarmed black indi-
viduals with impunity, while 
victims and survivors of state 
terrorism have no process for 
recourse. It is a non-nego-
tiable fact that the lives of  
millions of black Americans 
are not valued, and that needs 
to change.

The Liberation Collective 
will gather at Washington 
University and hold its own 
on-campus rally at 3 p.m. to 
speak out against the candi-
dates’ complicity in systemic 
oppression and Washington 
University for appeasing both 
sides of issues by not making 
a stand for human rights, 
such as Black Lives Matter. 
By maintaining silence on 
those issues, they inherently 
perpetuate an oppressive and 
exploitative system. After our 
rally, we will march to the 
larger community gathering 
that will be held at the park-
ing lot behind the Delmar 
Loop near Cicero’s at 5 
p.m. We march because we 
demand that the candidates 
on Oct. 9 talk on issues of  
substance, not stamina. 

Why I’m marching—a call to action 
OP-ED SUBMISSION

CHRISTIAN RALPH
CLASS OF 2017

BOWIE CHEN | STUDENT LIFE
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Danny Washelesky 
Writer of “Hell-Burnt”

A senior double-majoring 
in Drama and English with 
a minor in Classics, Danny 
Washelesky chose to explore 
the meanings of heaven 
and hell in his original play 
“Hell-Burnt,” which presents 
a vision of the afterlife as more 
than fire and brimstone or 
angels in the clouds. In “Hell-
Burnt,” Zed Parker gambles 
his soul with a demon, in an 
effort to help his husband 
Ethan recover from a coma 
induced by a car crash, in 
which Zed was the driver. 
The play explores how much 
personal sacrifice a person is 
willing to undergo for love. 

SL: How did you initially 
decide to write it?

DW: I’ve always been 
interested in understand-
ing heaven and hell beyond 
the basic stereotypes. I was 
interested in exploring both 
what would actually be tortur-
ous, including what might be 
worse than physical pain and 
also whether there is a side of  
heaven that is less angelic. This 
was initially the full-length 

play I wrote in [a class on] 
beginning playwriting. 

SL: How did you decide 
to enter it in the Hotchner 
Festival?

DW: I’ve acted in the 
Hotchner Festival for the past 
two years—both times in plays 
written by Cary Simowitz. So 
I was aware of it, and I’ve also 
been interested in playwrit-
ing since junior year of high 
school.

SL: In the future, is this a 
play you’d like to see per-
formed in a larger setting?

DW: I would love to see it 
be produced. Usually, I focus 
a lot more on language than 
other things, but this time, I 
was trying to explore visual 
modes of expression, so there 
is a lot of movement. In the 
first act, they’re playing poker, 
so the entire time, they’re 
moving chips around on the 
table, which symbolizes their 
relationship. In the second act, 
the prisoners in hell are given 
a challenge to make half a 
million origami cranes. If they 
succeed, they can leave hell. 
So the whole time, the actors 
are actually folding cranes 
onstage. With Hotchner, it’s 
just a staged reading, so no 
props and minimal tech. But 
I think it would be interesting 
to see it performed in a more 
theatrical sense.

SL: Who is your favorite 
playwright?

DW: Tom Stoppard, the 
guy who wrote “Rosencrantz 
and Guildenstern are Dead,” 
and Tennessee Williams.

Andie Berry
Writer of “Son of Soil”

A senior studying 
American Culture Studies 
and English Literature with 
a creative writing emphasis, 
Andie Berry decided to 
shape her thoughts on our 
nation’s outbreak of racial 
violence into an original play. 
“Son of Soil” depicts an 
American town several years 
into the future, enduring the 
worsening effects of police 
brutality. In the wake of a 
recent incident, the town is 
forced to come to terms with 
the compounded grief of two 
decades of intense pain. How 
the community members 
come together—or don’t—
and how they heal is at the 
heart of the play, which seeks 
to explore the ways people 
move on from what Berry 
describes simply as “some of  
the worst things that could 
happen to you.”

SL: How did you initially 
decide to write it?

AB: The idea for this piece 
has been in my head for 
almost two years now. I’m 
also a part of WU-SLam, 

which has an avant-garde 
poetry slam every spring. 
My sophomore year, the 
theme was “2050,” so I wrote 
on this subject right after 
Michael Brown had been 
killed and there were protests. 
It served as a blueprint for 
the first scene of the play as 
it is now. In that version, the 
characters were just basic 
archetypes, like mother and 
son, but, at the same time, I 
was working on a project in 
class on dystopias. We had to 
do an assignment on current 
events, so I used this same 
situation—and in that piece, 
I named and developed the 
characters. 

SL: How did you decide 
to submit it to the Hotchner 
festival?

AB: I wrote “Son of  
Soil” initially for the 
final in [Performing Arts 
Department lecturer and 
playwright in-residence] 
Carter Lewis’ playwriting 
class, and he was the one 
who encouraged me to sub-
mit it to Hotchner. I was very 
intimidated by the whole 
project, but there’s a saying 
I always try to keep in mind: 
“What you are most scared 
to write, write that.” It was 
on my college bucket list to at 
least submit something, but 
I had no expectation that it 
was going to be selected.

SL: Do you have a favorite 
playwright?

AB: It’s a triad: Katori 
Hall, Lynn Nottage and 
Lydia Diamond. 

Brett Carr
Writer of “Cyst Happens” 

A Washington University 
graduate student pursuing a 
Master of Arts, Brett Carr was 
determined to make some-
thing good out of a negative 
health situation. After suf-
fering from two seizures as 
the result of a cyst on his 
brain, most likely caused by 
a parasite, Carr now exists in 
what he calls an “in between 
territory.” While doctors think 
the parasite is gone, removal 
of the cyst would cause more 
harm than good. 

Now, the decision to simply 
keep it at bay leaves Carr on 
daily medication, a constant 
reminder of the cyst’s impend-
ing potential for rupture. 
Carr explores the repercus-
sions of this type of medical 
problem in his original play 
“Cyst Happens,” a semi-
autobiographical account 
depicting a man with a similar 
health issue and its effects 
on his relationship with his 
girlfriend. That said, the play 
also takes on a life of its own. 
(Read: There may or may not 
have been a giant octopus on 
stage at one point!) 

SL: How did you initially 
decide to write it?

BC: I wanted to exorcise 
some demons [and] to stop 
thinking about certain things, 
so I put them all in my 
writing. 

SL: In the future, is this 
a play you’d like to see per-
formed in a larger setting?

BC: I think it would be 
fun to see it realized that 
way because there is a lot of  
theatricality about it. 

SL: Do you have plans to 
write another play soon?

BC: I do, but being a 
graduate student means I 
spend most of my time doing 
homework right now. I’m 
looking at [Master of Fine 
Arts] programs for the future 
where I would be studying 
playwriting, so definitely at 
that point, I would be writing 
more. 

SL: Who is your favorite 
playwright?

BC: That’s a hard one 
because there are so many. 
The top few that come 
to mind are Tennessee 
Williams, David Auburn and 
Sarah Ruhl, who I was sad 
to hear came to Wash. U. the 
year before I did.

SL: If  you could drop 
everything and go anywhere 
in the world, where would 
it be?

BC: Wherever my fam-
ily is. Right now, it’s split 
between Texas, Arkansas and 
here—or maybe I would take 
them all and relocate them to 
Key West, Fla.
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It’s a surreal experience to 
be ushered onto a live stage just 
as a show is set to begin. Yet, 
the smiling crew of “Once The 
Musical” was happily helping 
its audience onto the main 
stage Friday night for a pint.

“Once,” the 2012 Tony 
Award-winner for Best 
Musical, follows the story of  
two artists trying to make it 
in Dublin, Ireland. The entire 
show takes place in an Irish 

pub, on a cramped set littered 
with chairs and mirrors. Being 
on stage, with your back to 
the audience, you can almost 
imagine you’re really in a 
crowded bar. Members of the 
cast serve drinks from the pub 
counter and wipe up any spills, 
completely in character. Others 
play their instruments in the 
center of a group of audience 
members, stamping their feet 
and singing loudly. At the end 
of their song, the cast swaps 
instruments and goes again. It 
wasn’t until the third song that 

the stragglers still on the main 
stage realized the show had 
already started.

By the time the last bits of  
the audience got the cue to 
leave the set, the actors had 
already been through four 
songs. When the leading man 
took center stage to play the 
official opening number, the 
rest of the cast collapsed in the 
pub chairs to watch along with 
the audience. The next two 
hours passed in a hasty, but 
graceful, whirlwind of differ-
ent musical styles, dancing and 

a dynamic love story. “Once” 
doesn’t wrap up in a nice bow 
like most musicals but instead 
forgoes audience satisfaction 
for the realism of real, compli-
cated relationships.

The real magic of “Once” 
doesn’t come from the 
storyline, but from the awe-
inspiring musical talents of the 
cast. Some characters played 
as many as five instruments 
over the course of the show, 
all while singing, dancing 
and acting. The film that the 
show was adapted from won 

an Academy Award for Best 
Original Song, and that legacy 
remains in the show. Unlike 
in a conventional musical, the 
songs from “Once” don’t nar-
rate the moment but rather are 
all believable original composi-
tions. The show soundtrack 
could be a standard Irish folk 
album, if you didn’t know any 
better. Several first-time audi-
ence members were happily 
mouthing along to the show’s 
most famous song, “Falling 
Slowly,” before the actors even 
finished the first refrain.  

“Once” is a special musi-
cal, as the songs of the show 
inform the plot, instead of the 
plot informing the songs. The 
important part of the experi-
ence is the artists and their 
music, not so much the charac-
ters and their stories. The main 
characters aren’t even given 
names, full backgrounds aren’t 
revealed and nobody truly gets 
a happy ending. The product 
is the music and the feeling of  
inclusion that is maintained for 
the audience, even after they 
leave the stage.

‘Once The Musical’ at the Fabulous Fox an immersive experience
KENDALL CARROLL
MUSIC EDITOR

THE PEOPLE BEHIND THE PLAYS: 
Students featured in A.E. Hotchner Playwriting Festival dish on writing inspiration and more

 This past weekend, two undergraduate students and one graduate student, the winners of a rigorous and selective application process last semester, had their original plays featured at the A.E. 

Hotchner Playwriting Festival. Whether or not you had a chance to see the fruits of their labor, read on to learn more about the writers and the motivations for their work. 
   — Erica Sloan, Theater Editor (Photos courtesy of Brett Carr, Andie Berry, Danny Washelesky)
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With less than five minutes 
left against Berry College, it 
looked like the Washington 
University football team was 
in for a nail-biter. The Bears 
held a 20-10 lead, but the 
Vikings were driving down 
the field dangerously, and, 
after a 13-yard scamper by 
their quarterback, had a first 
down on Wash. U.’s 23-yard 
line. But then, a trio of rapid 
interceptions by the Bears on 
Berry’s final three offensive 
series served to turn what was 
a heart thumper into a 34-10 
conference victory at Francis 
Field Saturday night. 

The first of the three came 
on the next play. When Berry’s 
quarterback looked to pass 
down the middle of the field, 
sophomore linebacker Jake 
Coon was there to pick it off  
and brought the ball back all 
the way to the Viking’s 29-yard 
line.

“They were running a lot 
of under routes all game, and 

we’d been seeing that,” Coon 
said, “That time, I was able to 
jump it, and the quarterback 
threw it, so I timed it right, and 
I was able to catch it stride and 
take off.”

The interception was an 
exclamation point on what 
had already been a strong 
defensive performance for the 
Bears. The 10 points Wash. U. 
allowed was a season low. 

The Bears offense also per-
formed well, starting off the 
game with a 19-play, 83-yard 
touchdown drive that was 
capped off with senior quar-
terback J.J. Tomlin floating a 
ball to senior tight end Matt 
Page on the side of the end 
zone for a three-yard score.

During that first series, 
senior wide receiver Kevin 
Hammarlund pulled down a 
five-yard reception that set up 
a first and goal for the Bears. 
With the catch, Hammarlund 
became just the fifth player in 
program history to surpass 
2,000 career receiving yards.

“It’s been four years 
coming, working with our 

offensive coordinator, work-
ing with J.J.,” Hammarlund 
said. “I actually didn’t really 
know it was coming up, but 
when I heard it over the loud-
speakerm I was pretty happy.” 
Aside from passing the 2,000-
yard milestone, Hammarlund 
also put on a career-high 
12-catch, 119 yard perfor-
mance. Junior wide receiver 
Marcus Ramspott also set a 
career high, with 10 catches 
for 114 yards.

The Vikings came into 
Saturday’s game with an 
undefeated record and had 
held their last two opponents 
to 10 and 3 points, respectively. 
Berry boasted a particularly 
strong run defense, only allow-
ing opponents 72.6 yards per 
game on the ground—the 
top mark in the Southern 
Athletic Association by nearly 
40 yards. The Bears, however, 
managed to do a significant 
amount of their damage in the 
air against the Vikings’ weaker 
pass defense. After a bumbled 
snap on a third down forced 
them to settle for a field goal 

on their second drive, Wash. 
U. came back and drove for 
another touchdown, push-
ing the lead to 17-3. The 
score came on a flawlessly 
executed designed throwback. 
Tomlin faked a hand-off to 
senior running back Austin 
Smestad. Tomlin rolled right 
and seemed to be looking for 
a play down the right sideline. 
As he drew the attention of  
virtually every Berry defender, 
Smestad sneaked down the 
left sideline. Tomlin man-
aged to pivot and throw a ball 
back across the field, which 
Smestad caught in stride in the 
end zone.

“We try to come up with 
a special play every single 
week—we ran it a few times 
in practice, and you really 
don’t know what you’re going 
to get because it [is] kind of a 
blind gamble but it worked to 
perfection,” Tomlin said of the 
play.  

The first half ended in spec-
tacular fashion, with the Bears 
blocking a 25-yard Berry field 
goal attempt as time expired.

On the first play of the 
fourth quarter, the Vikings 
managed to creep back into 
the game. With the score still 
17-3, the Bears forced Berry 
into a desperate 4th and 8. 
The Berry quarterback, who 
had only come into the game 
midway through the second 
quarter after an injury to their 
starter, escaped heavy pressure 
from Wash. U. defenders in 
the pocket and threw a 32-yard 
touchdown. The score cut the 
Bears’ lead to 17-10.

 After trading punts on 
the next two possessions, a 
strong Wash. U. drive stalled 
in the Vikings’ territory, forc-
ing the Bears to try for a long 
field goal. Junior kicker Dan 
Kalvaitis stepped up and con-
verted a career-long 41-yarder 
to stretch the Red and Green’s 
lead to a crucial two scores. 

That field goal, which 
seemed so critical as Berry 
continued to threaten the 
Bears’ end zone, suddenly 
became moot when Coon got 
his interception on the next 
series. 

Wash. U. capitalized on 
the short possession when 
Smestad punched the ball in 
from two yards out, putting 
the Bears up 27-10.

If the Smestad touchdown 
did not put the game out 
of reach, the next play did. 
Berry’s next offensive play was 
a pass attempt down the left 
sideline, which was jumped by 
junior defensive back Andrew 
Ralph, who ran it back 35 
yards for the pick-6. 

Just for good measure, 
sophomore defensive back 
Chandler Elmore picked off  
Berry for the third and final 
time with just over 30 seconds 
left.

“Our offense came out fast 
in the beginning. We drove 
down; we scored a couple 
of times. The defense played 
out of their minds tonight,” 
Hammarlund said on his mile-
stone night. 

 The Bears’ next action will 
be Saturday when they travel 
to Memphis, Tenn. to take 
on conference rival Rhodes 
College.

Football rides staunch defense to top Berry

The Washington 
University volleyball team 
beat No. 16 Carnegie Mellon 
University in four sets to 
kick off  its first University 
Athletic Association round 
robin of the season Saturday 
in Pittsburgh, Pa.

After taking the marquee 
matchup of the weekend, the 
Bears steamrolled Brandeis 
University in three sets but 
fell in four to University of  
Chicago on Sunday to round 
off  the 2-1 weekend. 

 Against Carnegie Mellon, 
Wash. U. accumulated 19 
kills in the first set with only 

two errors for a blistering 
.486 attack percentage, more 
than two times their .213 sea-
son average. Although the 
teams alternated scoring for 
the majority of the set, the 
Bears were able to pull away 
to take the set, 25-19. With 
the score deadlocked at 6-6, 
Wash. U. scored three points 
in a row, jump-started by two 
kills by senior Rexi Sheredy. 
That run gave the team an 
advantage they would not 
relinquish for the remainder 
of the set.

 Senior Caroline Dupont 
led another streak, spiking 
past Carnegie Mellon’s libero 
at 14-10. Senior Amanda 
Palucki followed that up by 

hitting into a gap in the oppo-
sition’s formation. Following 
a smooth serve-receive by 
Sheredy and an arching set 
from freshman Chloe Stile, 
sophomore Ifeoma Ufondu 
concluded the set with a swift 
tip.

 The second set went to 
Carnegie Mellon, 19-25 
thanks in part to seven attack 
errors form Wash. U. With 
the set knotted at 4-4, the 
Red and Green committed 
four consecutive errors to 
give the Tartans the window 
they needed to take the set. 
Both worked up 14 kills over 
the course of the set, but the 
Bears’ seven errors compared 
to the Tartans’ two proved to 

be the difference. A decisive 
spike ultimately handed the 
set to Carnegie Mellon.

 In the penultimate set, 
the Bears were able to pull 
through, 25-17, despite a .097 
kill percentage, by holding 
the Tartans to an abysmal 
-.176 mark of their own. In 
that set, Carnegie Mellon 
accumulated more errors (11) 
than kills (5). Wash. U. broke 
away from Carnegie Mellon 
in the fourth set, 25-13, to 
win the match, 3-1. 

The match was the epit-
ome of a team effort. On the 
offensive end, five players fin-
ished with double digit kills, 
including a game-high 15 
from Sheredy. On the defense 

end, it was Sheredy again 
leading the team with 15 digs 
while three other players tal-
lied in the double digits. This 
was Sheredy’s second time 
this season reaching 15 in 
both categories. 

Freshman setter Chloe 
Stile recorded 50 total assists 
in the match, the second time 
this season she’s hit the half-
century mark.

With the two wins and a 
loss, the Bears settle in at 12-7 
on the season. After start-
ing the season 5-5, the Bears 
have now won seven of their 
last nine including three wins 
against ranked opponents.

“[We] still have a lot to 
work on both technically and 

mentally,” Sheredy said.
With another University 

Athletic Association round 
robin on tap at Brandeis 
University in two weeks, 
head coach Vanessa Walby 
expects her team to be ready.

“Everything in conference 
will always be tough,” Walby 
said. “We need to compete 
every time we step on the 
floor.”

Looming at the back end 
of that weekend is longtime 
conference rival No. 7 Emory 
University. The Bears played 
the Eagles to five sets in both 
their meetings last season, 
dropping the round robin 
match before securing the 
conference championship. 

Volleyball captures two of three in first taste of conference play

JON LEWIS
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

LILY WU
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER
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Who is this guy?

P
ence is a rather 
conservative 
Midwestern 
governor and 

former congressman, who 
has some Grand Old Party 
support that we presume 
Trump is clinging to. He’s 
fairly moderate on the 
economy and foreign policy, 
but falls in line with the 
Catholic church (pre-Pope 
Francis) on his social views. 
Pence is by no means the 
character we would’ve 
expected to be Trump’s 
sidekick. Despite being con-
fused about what he should 
actually talk about while 
campaigning for Trump, 
Pence probably won’t be 
mentioning his timely 
endorsement of  Ted Cruz or 
the fact that he used to be a 
Democrat .

What does he
care about?

Governor Pence is a fiscal 
and foreign policy hawk. 
A major proponent of  
reduced taxes and slashed 
spending, Pence is not a 
fan of  big budget bills like 
No Child Left Behind, 
a bill that many of  his 
Republican peers voted for. 
On free trade agreements, 
Pence takes a view opposite 
Clinton, Trump and even 
Tim Kaine, supporting the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership, 
a deal that Hillary formerly 
championed and President 
Obama currently supports. 
Clearly, while Pence is very 
conservative, he isn’t an 
ardent partisan politician. 
Meanwhile, Trump is in 
favor of  instituting tariffs 
on foreign imports to make 
American jobs great again. 
Ultimately, the two go 
together about as well as 

crocs and anything.
Pence and Trump are 

misaligned on many fun-
damental political issues. 
Pence said that banning 
Muslims from our country 
is unconstitutional and 
has not backed down on 
his belief. Pence is in fact 
supportive of  increased 
border security measures, 
but has not said whether he 
wants the infamous “Wall,” 
or whether he would want 
Mexico to pay for it.

While his economic 
and foreign policies are far 
less radical than Trump’s, 
he’s socially a concern 
for many on this campus, 
standing as a staunch tea 
party conservative. Like a 
surprisingly large portion of  
the Republican party, even 
in 2016, any shreds of  being 
a moderate fall apart when 
Pence turns to social issues. 
His actions in this arena 
also go against Trump’s, 
making Pence a nightmare 
for a lot of  students.

Most people hadn’t 
heard of  the surprisingly 
powerful politician until 
last year, when Pence 
signed the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act. 
The bill he signed into 
law last year essentially 
gave legal permission for 
widespread discrimination 
against the LGBTQIA* 
community. He supported 
the law under the guise of  
extending legal protection 
to business owners, who 
didn’t want to participate 
in same-sex weddings, but 
ultimately he amended 
the law. While Pence’s 
personal opinions won’t 
change, it’s scary to see a 
vice president candidate 
try to enforce his stance on 
the American people.

 
Why should we care 
about that?

You should care about 
Pence, because, if  Trump 

wins, the businessman 
could always exit the 
picture, despite his claims 
that he’d be the “healthi-
est individual ever elected 
to the presidency.” In 
the meantime, Pence can 
help Trump figure out the 
whole deal with Congress 
if  negotiating doesn’t 
work out and Trump 
doesn’t “fire” them all. 
Pence is the more ratio-
nal voice in the situation 
room, hopefully control-
ling Trump’s temper. 
While Trump talks about 
how he doesn’t need polit-
ical experience, Pence 
brings that to the table, 
and may actually be able 
to sway Trump on some 
issues if  elected. One 
can only hope that this 
Midwestern Boy Scout 
can tame the Donald.

 
I’m bored: tell me 
something funny 
about him.

 
After being selected by 

Trump to be his running 
mate, Mike Pence and his 
family had a little bit of  
time before their flight 
home to Indiana to enjoy 
the best of  what the Big 
Apple has to offer. So, 
where did he go? The 
Empire State Building? 
A Yankees game? No, 
he went some place even 
better. Pence went to 
Chili’s at 4 p.m. for an 
early dinner with his fam-
ily. As calculated as the 
choice of  establishment 
may have been politi-
cally, I hardly suspect 
that this was his first and 
only visit to Chili’s. More 
importantly, if  he’s eating 
dinner that early, what’s 
he going to do if  he 
becomes president for any 
reason? Trump on the red 
phone is a scary thought 
for many, but at least he 
won’t be asleep before 
most American children.

Mike Pence: Basically just 
Rush Limbaugh on decaf

Who is this guy?

A
h, yes. The 
question all of  
us asked when 
Hillary Clinton 

announced her vice presi-
dent pick earlier this year. 
(No, but seriously, who is 
this guy?)

Tim Kaine is basi-
cally your neighborhood 
church’s mayonnaise-
colored youth pastor with 
an extra dose of  social con-
sciousness. Hailing from 
our very own Missouri 
(specifically, Kansas City, 
the beloved site of  the 
Class of  2015’s incredibly 
exciting senior trip), Kaine 
holds a J.D. from Harvard 
Law School and conve-
nient fluency in Spanish 
from his yearlong mission 
trip in Honduras. The last 
bit is certainly helpful for 
Hillary’s campaign, which 
has undertaken a number 
of  confusing and lightly 
offensive strategies to make 
the Park Ridge, Ill., native 
more appealing to Latinx 
voters. A white Jesuit who 
speaks Spanish is...safe, 
perhaps to a fault. 

Jokes aside, Kaine cur-
rently sits as Virginia’s 
junior United States 
Senator, though it is not his 
only accomplishment. As 
his official website proudly 
touts, he is “one of  30 
people in American history 
to have served as Mayor, 
Governor and United 
States Senator.” This pres-
tigious list includes none 
other than Lincoln Chaffee 
the somewhat pancake-
esque man who, after 
serving as Rhode Island’s 
Republican U.S. senator 
and later its Democrat gov-
ernor, briefly entertained 
a run for the Democratic 
presidential nomination. 

What does he 
care about?

Hillary Clinton’s official 
website describes Kaine 
as a “man for others,” 
and as cheesy as that 
sounds, it does appear to 

be somewhat true. Prior 
to his career in politics, 
Kaine worked as a civil 
rights lawyer, tackling cases 
of  housing discrimination 
against people of  color and 
people with disabilities. His 
political career shows much 
of  the same. In 2013, Kaine 
approached the floor of  the 
U.S. Senate to defend the 
“Gang of  Eight” biparti-
san immigration reform 
bill in Spanish, pointing 
out that almost 40 mil-
lion Americans speak the 
language, and have “a lot 
of  stake” in the outcome of  
immigration debate. 

Kaine cares about immi-
gration reform, aligning 
rather closely with Obama’s 
and Hillary’s views. Unlike 
Hillary, Kaine supports the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership, 
which most of  us pretend 
to know about. Politically, 
he is pro-choice, though as 
a Catholic says he is “per-
sonally” pro-life, which can 
be somewhat disconcerting 
but “good enough” (a pat-
tern of  thought for liberals 
when it comes to Kaine). 
He is pro-gun control, once 
again, in a “safe” way, 
admitting that he himself  
owns a gun but supports 
“common sense” legisla-
tion like background checks 
(again, “good enough”).

In other words, Kaine 
holds pretty “safe” views. 
He’s a Good Guy, or at 
least Good Enough. 

Why should we care 
about that?

You should care about 
Tim Kaine because, 
of  course, if  Clinton is 
elected and something 
horrible happens to her 
(for example, dying of  the 
many diseases the Right 
has pinned on her over the 
past few months), Kaine 
will be the president. That, 
however, should go without 
saying.

One of  the most sig-
nificant things about 
Clinton’s vice president 
announcement was how 
astonishingly we did NOT 
care about Tim Kaine—
nobody knew who he was. 
Even now, Kaine is only 
“good enough” in the sense 

that he hasn’t done any-
thing horribly divisive, but 
too safe in the sense that 
he has avoided controversy 
a little too suspiciously. 
His somewhat milque-
toast presence in the U.S. 
government makes him a 
clear pandering choice of  
a vice presidential candi-
date—someone who may 
satisfy the moderates and 
disappoint the progressives 
who already plan on voting 
for Hillary regardless of  her 
running mate.  

In terms of  the blatant 
pandering to Latinx voters, 
it’s nice that Tim Kaine 
has taken the time to learn 
what is a very commonly 
spoken language in the 
United States. He provides 
some comforting pushback 
on the common thought 
that “we don’t need to learn 
other languages because 
everybody else just learns 
English anyway.” However, 
the blatant “throwing a 
bone” toward an ethnic 
group seems to take on an 
even worse tone when that 
bone is more of  a stale dog 
biscuit. 

Instead of  Latinx pos-
sibilities like Julian Castro, 
Clinton went with a very 
white man who spent a year 
in Honduras and speaks 
enough Spanish to defend a 
bipartisan immigration bill 
in the Senate and say a few 
words at the Democratic 
National Convention. 
It’s aggressive avoidance. 
Clinton may as well say, 
“hey guys, Trump thinks 
you’re rapists, and I don’t! I 
just don’t think you’re vice-
president material. Vote for 
me, por favor!!!!” 

I’m bored: Tell me 
something funny 
about him. 

He has literally called 
himself  “boring.” For 
those of  you who watch 
“The West Wing,” I can’t 
help but be reminded of  
President Bartlet’s vice 
president, Bob Russell, who 
similarly adopts a persona 
only divisive in its total lack 
of  divisiveness. Tim Kaine 
is so boring, his Secret 
Service codename is Tim 
Kaine. 

Tomorrow marks the first and only vice presidential debate of  the 2016 election season, in which two bland candidates 
will face off on important political issues for the sweeping tens of  viewers across the nation. Seeing as the general reaction to 
both vice president announcements was little more than “who?”, Student Life’s Forum section has decided to conveniently lay 
out what you need to know about each potential veep before you maybe half-listen to what they have to say Tuesday night. 

Tim Kaine: He speaks Spanish, 
in case you haven’t heard

Don’t you forget about me: 
Getting to know the 2016 running mates

SARAH HANDS
SENIOR FORUM EDITOR

MAX BASH
STAFF WRITER

LAURA ANCONA | STUDENT LIFE

For more election and debate-related opinions and 
perspectives, check out our Oct. 6 special issue.



It’s Friday afternoon, but 
instead of  bright sunshine 

heralding a warm end of  the 
week, the day’s overcast with 
a sizeable amount of  water 
cascading down to dampen 
everyone’s spirits.  However, 
the inside of  the Olin 

Library is tad more lively, 
with a colorfully diverse 
amount of  artwork of  newly 
designed covers for books 
older than Washington 
University itself  arranged 
neatly around the first floor 
on pop-up stands.

This collection is 
Missouri’s own 50x50, 
a pop-up art showcase 
that’s part of  a nationwide 
crowd-sourced and crowd-
funded initiative known as 
“Recovering the Classics,” 
where artists in all 50 states 
pitch in to design new cov-
ers for 50 classic books in 
Western literary history. 
These include familiar titles 
such as “Jane Eyre,” “The 
Count of  Monte Cristo” and 
“Anna Karenina”—books 
considered essential reading, 
probably by a Wash. U. 
student’s talkative older rela-
tive or high school English 
teacher. 

Among the more crazily 
interpretive redesigns I saw 
featured at 50x50 Missouri 
were two blood-red dots 
against a sheer-white back-
ground for Bram Stoker’s 
“Dracula,” a giant heart 
with snakes as veins for 
Joseph Conrad’s “Heart 
of  Darkness” and even 
a massive, three-headed 
Lucifer trapped in ice for 
Dante Alighieri’s “Inferno.” 
Rest assured, the event also 
had its fair share of  less 
intimidating re-imaginings, 
including an adorable pink 

and pastel cover of  Frances 
Hodgson Burnett’s “A Little 
Princess” and a pretty bird-
like shape morphing into 
abstract teardrop designs for 
Jane Austen’s “Pride and 
Prejudice.”  

One of  the people who 
made all this possible was 
Bill Feng, a junior in the 
Olin Business School. Feng 
was introduced to 50x50 
by one of  his friends who 
went to a hackathon at the 
Massachusetts Institute 
of  Technology during 
sophomore year, where 
Feng’s friend got intro-
duced to “Recovering the 
Classics” through 50x50 
Massachusetts. After hearing 
about this, both Feng and 
his friend started working 
to bring 50x50 to Missouri, 
specifically to Wash. U. 
However, part of  the way 
through the process, his 
friend transferred out of  
Wash. U., so Feng took over 
the entire project himself.  
Feng reached out to artists 
both within Wash. U. and 
in the St. Louis community 
to help design the book 
covers. After just three 
meetings with the library 
administration and a phone 
call to Cheryl Holland, Olin 
Library education librarian, 
Feng was able to get the 
library to fund the idea.

“I think a lot of  students 
don’t know that you can get 
these financial resources and 
receive backing from the 

school to pursue something 
that you are really passionate 
about,” Feng said. 

Holland was especially 
excited to introduce the 
project to the Wash. U. 
community. 

“This event follows what 
the library is all about,” 
Holland said. “This exhibit 
is one that encourages read-
ing and literacyl and that’s 
in line with what the White 
House Initiative originally 
wanted for this particular 
project.”  

In addition to St. Louis-
based artists, a number of  
Wash. U. students contrib-
uted to the project. Taylor 
Tuteur, a junior in the Sam 
Fox School of  Design & 
Visual Arts, designed a fresh 
new cover for “Grimm’s 
Fairy Tales” with a rus-
tic forest theme in mind, 
choosing to depict a house 
in the woods with the title 
on a wooden sign to evoke a 
fairy-tale-esque quality. Alice 
Wang, another junior in Sam 
Fox, who redesigned a cover 
for Lewis Carroll’s “Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland,” 
said her inspiration stemmed 
from her nostalgia about 
when she read “Alice in 
Wonderland” as a child. In 
her cover, the figure of  Alice 
sits within a picture frame, 
where two rows of  roses 
blossom from her footsteps, 
making the flowers look like 
they are sprouting out of  the 
cover itself. 

Wash. U. faculty, like 
Sam Fox professor Ron 
Fondaw, also contributed 
some new covers. He created 
a more abstract cover for 
Jules Verne’s “Journey to 
the Center of  the Earth,” 
depicting a monochrome 
sketchlike shaft extending 
downward, with the title 
vertically oriented in the 
shaft as if  descending into 
the earth itself.  Fondaw, 
who used to be a big fan 
of  the book growing up, 
said that his redesigned 
cover was inspired by his 
experiences scuba diving at 
night. He incorporated core 
samples taken by geologists 
to analyze the different rock 
strata, with the lines spiral-
ing around the shaft as drill 
marks. 

Whether terrifying, cute 
or terrifyingly cute, these 
covers are nevertheless a far 
more effective way to get 
some disinterested readers to 
give the classics a chance—
more than boring lectures 
from their grandparents and 
teachers.

50x50 Missouri will be 
open on the first floor of  
Olin Library until Oct. 7, 
so grab a friend and take 
a look at all wonderfully 
redesigned book covers.  
Who knows, maybe you’ll 
even be inspired to pick up 
one of  those old books in 
your high school library and 
save it from its dusty fate as 
bookworm fodder.

The St. Louis Workers’ 
Education Society held 
their first-ever vegan chili 
cook-off  fundraiser in St. 
Louis’ Benton Park neigh-
borhood on Saturday. I was 
intrigued by the event that 
popped onto my Facebook 
newsfeed, and as an avid 
chili enthusiast and recently 
converted vegan, I hopped 
on my bike to check it out.  

En route to the event, 
the word “cook-off ” 
conjured up thoughts of  
Food Network reality 
shows— “Chopped,” or 
maybe even “Iron Chef.” 
Or else, I thought, a cook-
off  might resemble my 
memories of  Pennsylvania 
Farm Shows past, with 
smiling Amish women 
offering soup samples while 
secretly engaged in fierce 
competition. I definitely 
wasn’t expecting the sight 
that awaited me at the St. 
Louis Workers’ Education 
Society (WES) building: 
a room reminiscent of  a 
church basement—save for 
the lime-green walls—and a 
plastic folding table holding 
five Crock-Pots of  chili. 
The people in attendance 
were varied and definitely 
outside of  the Washington 
University bubble—they 
ranged from old to young. 
There was even a boister-
ous toddler named “Tesla” 
in attendance. Many folks 
seemed to know each other, 
and others were getting 
acquainted. The vibe was 
friendly and relaxed, and 
the chili smelled delicious.

Before digging in, I 
decided to find out more 
out the organization I was 
contributing to. The WES is 
a nonprofit that focuses on 
labor education, distribut-
ing historical and political 
information to St. Louis 
workers and trade unionists. 
It is volunteer-based, and 
initiatives range from voter 

registration to legal support 
for people involved in labor 
disputes to political punk 
show fundraisers. This par-
ticular event suggested an 
$8-donation for entry, but 
in accordance with WES’s 
mission, no one was turned 
away for lack of  funds. 

The cook-off  itself  was 
judged by two prominent 
St. Louisans in the veg-
gie scene: Caryn Dugan, 
aka STL Veg Girl, and 
Monica Stoutenborough, 
the owner of  PuraVegan 
Organic Cafe & Yoga. Niles 
Zosche, a WES volunteer 
and cook-off  coordinator, 
was grateful to the judges 
for supporting the event and 
promoting it with their local 
celebrity influence—about 
70 people attended through-
out the evening. 

After the judges tasted 
each chili and cornbread 
entry, it was time to eat. 
Armed with a compostable 
bowl and spoon, which 
were reused for each 
helping, I started off  by 
sampling the two types 
of  cornbread. One was 
more traditional, with a 
drier, cakelike texture and 
smeared with vegan butter, 
while the other was moister 
and more prominently corn-
flavored. Then, I tried the 
chili, which varied wildly 
in heat levels and vegetable 
medleys but all wowed me 
with flavor. If  you’ve ever 
wondered what even goes 
into a chili with no meat 
or cheese, let me tell you: 
a whole lot. Beans, more 
beans, tomato, corn, squash 
and texturized soy protein 
all made an appearance in 
a Crock-Pot or two. There 
was even some vegan sour 
cream to top it off. Next 
to the chili, people stuffed 
votes for their favorite 
recipe into the cup of  a 
handmade trophy.

Although I regrettably 
had to leave the event 
before the winners—both 
the judges’ and people’s 

choice—were selected, I 
left with a full stomach and 
a happy conscience. Aside 
from a being a great way to 
enjoy a delicious dinner, the 
event also brought together 
local vegans for commu-
nity and conversation. A 
fellow attendee, Heather 
Durawski, pointed out this 
benefit to me. Durawski 
works in public relations 
and marketing by day, but 
moonlights at an organic 
farm in Ferguson, Mo. 
called EarthDance on the 
weekends and hopes to 
eventually be an herbalist. 
She had attended several 
of  WES’ vegan potluck 
fundraisers and appreciated 
the chance to connect with 
fellow plant-based dieters 
in a city mostly known for 
its barbeque, “gooey butter” 
cake and cheese of  ques-
tionable origin (seriously, 
what is Provel?). Although 
not everyone at the event 
was vegan—omnivores can 
enjoy plants too!—I had to 
agree with her. A sustain-
able meal, compostable 
dishware and supporting a 
worthy organization made 
for a feel-good (and taste-
good) event all around.
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‘Recovering the Classics’: A look at Olin Library’s exclusive pop-up exhibit

A basement full of vegan chili dreams

SAMI KLEIN | STUDENT LIFE

HANUSIA HIGGINS | STUDENT LIFE

Students and Wash. U. community members look at the 50x50 
Missouri exhbit in Olin Library. The exhibit kicked off this past 
Friday by showing off a variety of redesigned book covers.

Bubble Bus, top, and 4 Hands Brewing Co. were two of the vendors at this year’s Grovefest. 
The festival took place Oct.1 and 2 and on the Tower Grove block of Manchester Avenue.

GROOVY IN THE GROVE
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