
Tuesday night, a carjacking 
was reported at the 6100 block of  
Waterman Ave at approximately 
10:30 p.m. A student reported that 
when they were exiting their car, 
they were approached by a subject 
with a handgun. 

The subject demanded the 
student pass over their car keys, 
phone and wallet. According to 
the student, there were three other 
individuals in the vicinity at the 
time of  the carjacking. No injuries 
were reported. 

The subject then drove away 
in the student’s car alone in an 
unknown direction. The vehicle 
was last seen north on Union 
Boulevard near Page Avenue and 
was later found in a parking lot 
near the intersection. 

Glenn said he is unaware of  
whether the suspect has been 
caught or the student recovered 
their stolen belongings. 

“We’ve been coordinating with 
St. Louis City Police Department 
to make sure that they have every-
thing, but we have not heard that 

Student Union released its 
2019-2020 general budget pro-
posal, which lists out students’ 
requests for funds from the stu-
dent activities fee, in an email to 
the student body Feb. 4.

In total, students requested 
$4,175,899.03, but the fund from 
the student activities fee stands 
at $3,620,164.34. This means SU 
must cut $555,734.69 from the 
current proposal.

On Feb. 23 and 24, SU’s Vice 
President of Finance junior 
Shelly Gupta will present the 
general budget to Senate and 
Treasury who will then vote on 
recommendations for what to cut 
and keep in the budget. 

Gupta wrote that she hopes 
“to make this the most transpa-
rent general budget yet” in her 
email to the student body.

“I think at the end of the day, 
as we make the process more 
transparent and have more enga-
gement with the process, I think 
the amount that we have to cut 
will be less difficult,” Gupta said.

Students can send comments 
and questions through a general 
budget feedback form, go to SU 
members’ office hours or attend 
engagement sessions on the 
general budget to provide Stu-
dent Union with feedback on the 
general budget. Engagement ses-
sions will be held Feb. 8 at 3 p.m., 
Feb. 14 at 5 p.m. and Feb. 22 at 3 
p.m. in the SU office. 

Student Union hopes to have a 
high level of engagement around 
the General Budget.

“I would encourage stu-
dents to come out during 
general budget and voice their 
concerns, because after all it’s 
our money—it’s everyone’s 
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A Washington University 
employee was robbed on the plat-
form of the Big Bend MetroLink 
station at 7 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 
6. 

The suspect left the station 
following the robbery and was 
initially believed to have fled to 
Danforth Campus. Due to this 
concern, the Washington Uni-
versity Police Department issued 
a campus lockdown around 7:45 
a.m. while officers searched for the 
suspect. 

WUPD confirmed that the sus-
pect had left the area surrounding 
campus, and the lockdown was 
lifted at approximately 8:10 a.m. 
In a follow-up email, Executive 
Vice Chancellor and Chief Admin-
istrative Officer Hank Webber 
explained that the lockdown was 
done “out of an abundance of 
caution.” 

WUPD Police Chief Mark 
Glenn said that he was not aware 
of any injuries to the university 
employee. The St. Louis County 
Police MetroLink Unit is still inves-
tigating the robbery with WUPD 
assisting. 

Crimes reported in WU community late 
Tuesday night, early Wednesday morning

WU employee robbed at 
Big Bend MetroLink station

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE
A MetroLink train pulls into the Big Bend MetroLink station. A Washington University employee was robbed at the Big Bend station platform earlier on Wednesday 
at 7 a.m., leading to a campus lockdown while officers searched for the suspect. The lockdown was lifted after it was confirmed that the suspect had left the area.
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Student Union 
releases general 
budget proposal
ELENA QUINONES
SENIOR EDITOR

Student carjacked Tuesday 
night on Waterman Avenue

The Washington University 
physics department approved a 
new astrophysics major and a bio-
physics track for physics majors. 

The University approved 
the new astrophysics major for 
fall 2019 last May. The physics 
department faculty approved the 
biophysics track this week and it’s 
expected to be an option by fall 
2019 as well.

The push for expanded pro-
grams in the physics department 
began last year when the Society 
of  Physics Students (SPS) 
formed a curriculum commit-
tee to explore the creation of  
majors in biophysics and math-
ematical physics, as well as a new 
astrophysics major. The phys-
ics department currently offers 
two minors in astrophysics and 
astroparticle physics and biomedi-
cal physics.

SPS president senior Tyler 
Orden said the driving force 
behind the new programs was 
for the mostly-male physics 
department to draw more female 
students.

“The idea behind mathemat-
ics and biology is that there 
are greater percentages of  
women in those fields; so, those 

interdisciplinary majors can draw 
students who might be in those 
fields to the physics department,” 
Orden said. “That gets us a more 
diverse set of  students.”

Chair of  the department’s 
diversity committee professor 
Mairin Hynes said physics stu-
dents were expressing interest for 
more interdisciplinary programs.

“Students realize once you get 
out there, you’re not just doing 
physics, you’re blending different 
things,” Hynes said. 

Chair of  SPS curriculum com-
mittee junior Austin Stover says 
while diversity is important to 
keep in mind, it wasn’t the only 
motivation for the creation of  the 
new programs.

“I think the physics department 
is actually fairly diverse compared 
to a lot of  the other science heavy 
departments. The diversity prob-
lem in the department is more 
upper level, as in most of  the pro-
fessors are male,” Stover said.

Stover said the unanimous 
approval of  the new astrophys-
ics major is partially because 
the physics department fac-
ulty is heavily populated with 
astrophysicists. 

“There’s certainly a bunch 
of  research and classes in the 
department, because of  the large 
number of  astrophysicists in the 

department,” Stover said. “They 
actually wanted to make an astro-
physics major from the get-go.”

According to Stover, a math-
ematical physics program has yet 
to gain traction with faculty. 

“Mathematical physics hasn’t 
gotten a ton of  acceptance from 

the department yet. We’re still 
trying to find a professor who can 
take it up,” Stover said. “We’ll try 
and talk to a bunch of  the theoret-
ical physicists and see what they 
think.”

Hynes says she hopes the 
new programs will foster a 

larger cohort of  women in the 
department.

“Once you have more equality, 
then more people will come in 
and build a community,” Hynes 
said. “We want people to feel like 
there’s something available for 
everyone.”

Physics department to add new astrophysics major, biophysics track in fall
CURRAN NEENEN
NEWS EDITOR

STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE
Crow Hall is home to the physics department. The physics department recently expanded physics program-
ming by offering two new majors. With the establishment of astrophysics and biophysics majors, the depart-
ment aims to draw more female students to the department.

SEX SURVEY 
Scan this QR code 
to take Student 
Life’s annual sex 
survey, with results 
published Feb. 14

SING THE BLUES 
The St. Louis Blues’ 
late season resur-
gence gives hope to 
St. Louis sports fans 
(Sports, pg 5)

VEGAS WOK
Lesser-known 
Loop establishment 
offers high quality, 
reasonably priced 
fare (Scene, pg 8)
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HomeGrown STL summit on black boys and young men
Hillman Hall, Clark-Fox Forum, 8 a.m. 
The HomeGrown STL third Regional Summit on Black Boys and Young Men: “Build-
ing Capacity for Community and System Change” will take place in Hillman Hall. The 
summit will focus on HomeGrown STL’s goals and outcomes for stakeholders and the 
agencies involved. Sponsored by the Brown School’s Center for Social Development.

Law speaker series: Suerie Moon
Anheuser-Busch Hall, Rm 310, noon
Suerie Moon, research director and co-chair, Forum on Global Governance for Health, 
Harvard Global Health Institute, will speak. The event is in conjunction with Washington 
University Global Health Center, Institute for Public Health. 

‘A Chinese Century?’
Knight Hall, Emerson Auditorium, 4:30 p.m. 
William C. Kirby of Harvard University presents “A Chinese Century? The World of  
Universities in the 21st Century.” Free and open to public. The Cabot-Zhang Lecture,  
sponsored by the McDonnell International Scholars Academy, is an opportunity to learn 
about global leadership, especially in China.  RSVPs are encouraged.

Dan Rubright Quartet
Holmes Lounge, 8 p.m. 
Lyrical music for guitar. Sponsored by the Division of Student Affairs, Office of the 
Provost, Student Union, Congress of the South 40, the Department of Music, University 
College and the DUC & Event Management.

FRIDAY 8

Workshop in Politics, Ethics, and Society—“What Does Explaining Human Kinds as 
Cultural Do?”
Seigle Hall, Rm. 248, noon 
Featuring Ron Mallon, Philosophy Department. Discussant is Clarissa Hayward, Politi-
cal Science. 

Chocolate Making with Ursa’s
Ursa’s Nite Life, 8 p.m.
Join Ursa’s for a chocolate making event. Make all types of delicious chocolate for your 
valentine, palentine or for yourself! You can make a DIY heart box to put your chocolate 
in and make valentines cards.

Football, Masculinity and Politics in the Making of ‘Nixonland’
Danforth University Center, Rm. 276, 3 p.m.
Associate Professor of History at Columbia University Frank Guridy’s talk will explore 
how Nixon’s so-called southern strategy centered on the sport of football, showing that it 
was not merely a racial strategy, but a gendered one, designed to consolidate a white mas-
culine ideal in the face of the anti-war, feminist and Black Power movements. This event 
is co-sponsored by American Culture Studies and the Department of History.

SATURDAY 9

MLA lecture series: ‘Memory and Image: In the Present We Were’
McMillan Hall, G052, 11 a.m. 
Lisa Bulawsky a professor in the Sam Fox School will deliver the next lecture in the MLA 
lecture series. 

SUNDAY 10 

Blacks in America: 400 Plus Years
Graham Chapel, 3 p.m. 
The first part of a trilogy commemorating the 400th anniversary of blacks in the United 
States. Keynote speaker is the Hon. Wesley Bell, St. Louis County Prosecutor. RSVP at 
blacksinamerica.eventbrite.com

Great Artists Series 18-19: Nikolai Lugansky, piano
560 Music Center, E. Desmond Lee Concert Hall, 7 p.m.
Described by Gramophone as “the most trailblazing and meteoric performer of all,” 
Nikolai Lugansky is a pianist of extraordinary depth and versatility.
Tickets $15-$40. Sponsored by the Dept. of Music

theFLIPSIDE
EVENT CALENDAR

THUR 7
RAIN/WIND
51/11

FRI 8
SUNNY
25/12

SAT 9
MOSTLY SUNNY
35/27

SUN 10
RAIN/SNOW
37/27

EMMA BAKER | SENIOR NEWS EDITOR | NEWS@STUDLIFE.COM2  STUDENT LIFE THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2019

Washington University 
will host four town hall 
meetings with Metro 
Transit this month, 
enabling students, faculty 
and staff  to receive infor-
mation and give feedback 
about recent and upcom-
ing changes to the Metro 
system and about their 
partnership.

The meetings are 
focused around efforts 
to overhaul the Metro 
system to address safety 
concerns. Most recently, 
a University employee 
was robbed at Big Bend 
MetroLink station 
Wednesday morning. 

The meetings feature a 
presentation by Executive 
Director of  Metro Transit 
Jessica Mefford-Miller. 
The formal portion is 
followed by a ques-
tion and answer portion 
that is open to all top-
ics, like cleanliness and 
other concerns raised by 
participants.

“Delivering an excellent 
customer experience has 
become our renewed focus 
at Metro Transit, and that 
excellent customer experi-
ence must include a focus 
on safety and security,” 
Mefford-Miller said. 

The first town hall 
took place Monday on 
the Danforth Campus, 
followed by one on the 
Medical School Campus 
the next day. There will be 
another town hall Feb. 11 
on North Campus and a 
final one Feb. 12 on West 
Campus. 

The University part-
ners with Metro Transit 
to provide students with 
free U-Passes for the 
MetroLink and MetroBus. 
According to Vice 
Chancellor for Operations 
and Technology Transfer 
Dedric Carter, the two 
institutions worked 
together regularly over the 
past two years. 

“There’s a lot of  work 
on this just on a daily 
basis to try to make sure 
we get people to, through 
and around campus safely. 
And [the town halls are] 
a way for us to spotlight 
some of  the things that are 
happening with Metro,” 
Carter said.

Freshman Katie 
Handley sees the benefit 
of  the University develop-
ing its partnership with 
Metro. 

“Last semester, I would 
say I tried to use [Metro 
Transit] at least once a 
week or once every two 
weeks to go somewhere 
off  campus,” Handley 
said. “I feel like it’s a good 
way to get around with-
out spending a bunch of  
money because it’s free.”

The idea to host these 
town hall sessions came 
in October out of  the 
relationship between 
Metro and the University. 
They picked February 
to hold the meetings to 
align with the beginning 
of  the new semester and 
the release of  the first 
phase of  Metro’s Security 
Assessment this month.  

Over the past six 
months, Metro Transit 
developed a Security 

Action Plan that will 
implement measures like 
creating a shared radio 
system between different 
police teams, updating 
camera systems and rede-
signing some stations. 
Metro also hopes to 
rebrand the transit system 
in a more positive light.

Additionally, Metro 
plans to redesign its bus 
routes, effective this com-
ing fall, to shorten wait 
times, which will affect 
all routes that service the 
University.

“We will be mak-
ing some changes to the 
appearance of  our system, 
the design of  our stations, 
the branding and commu-
nication of  our service, 
even the appearance of  the 
vehicles in the next couple 
of  years, but our very first 
step is creating a safe and 
welcoming customer envi-
ronment,” Mefford-Miller 
said. 

Carter was pleased with 
the turnout at the first two 
town halls and pointed 
out the impact that 
Washington University 
can have on Metro Transit 
as one of  its largest 
customers. 

“[Metro Transit] 
becomes a part of  the con-
nective tissue, and I think 
that’s why this is impor-
tant and why it has been 
a very important relation-
ship to the University,” 
Carter said. “We want 
to make sure that that 
relationship is one that 
continues to be valued 
and that the users of  the 
system are continuously 
heard.”

WU hosts town hall meetings 
with Metro Transit to address 
safety concerns, student needs
NOAH SLAUGHTER
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE
The Big Bend MetroLink station, adjacent to the Danforth Campus, is often used by Wash. U. students 
and employees. Four town hall meetings with Metro Transit are being hosted this month by the Univer-
sity to address safety concerns, and will be open to everyone to give feedback and voice complaints.
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Washington University 
is in the preliminary stages 
of  applying to host a 2020 
presidential debate.

The University held the 
town-hall style debate dur-
ing the 2016 presidential 
elections, which was the 
fifth debate the University 
had hosted. Washington 
University first hosted a 
presidential debate during 
the 1992 campaign.

The process includes sub-
mitting an application to 
non-partisan Commission 

on Presidential Debates. 
The deadline to submit a 
proposal to the commis-
sion is April 9. If  accepted, 
the commission will then 
decide if  the University 
will host a presidential or 
vice presidential debate. 

During their delibera-
tion period, the University 
gathered student feed-
back during a discussion 
between members of  
Student Union. Vice 
Chancellor for Student 
Affairs Lori White was 
charged with gather-
ing student opinions and 
addressing any concerns 

that students might have. 
“There are good reasons 

to think about holding a 
debate, and there are good 
reasons for us to consider 
the negative impact on 
our community that the 
University has to take into 
consideration,” White 
said.

Some of  those negative 
impacts could include the 
high-level security required 
to host the debates, the clo-
sure of  Athletic Complex 
for several weeks and that 
students who live on Upper 
Fraternity Row would have 
restricted visitor access 

during that time.
College Democrats 

president sophomore Arik 
Wolk said he was very 
excited at the prospect of  
potentially holding another 
debate.

“That was a big selling 
point when I was choosing 
Wash. U., the [prospect] 
of  hosting a presiden-
tial debate and basically 
having the center of  the 
universe be here for a few 
days,” Wolk said.

College Republicans 
president and junior Drew 
McPike spoke about the 
energy on campus that 

surrounded the 2016 presi-
dential debate.

“Everyone had this kind 
of  excitement about it,” 
McPike said. “For about 
two weeks, there were 
so many political events 
going on.”

He said that he is in 
favor of  the University 
hosting another debate in 
2020, even though he will 
have graduated by that 
point.

“I think it’s a great 
energy and experience 
for people that are on 
campus,” McPike said. 
“I also think it’s a really 

good opportunity for the 
University to get its name 
out there.”

Despite the concerns 
students have about host-
ing a debate, White said 
many students were 
excited about the idea 
because of  the height-
ened school spirit and the 
opportunity for students 
to get involved, either by 
potentially attending or by 
volunteering, as shown by 
the 2016 debate.

“It brought the commu-
nity together in ways that 
students were very excited 
about,” White said. 

WU considering 2020 presidential debate bid
JAYLA BUTLER
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

he has been arrested or what 
exactly their investigation 
has received,” he said. 

According to the stu-
dent, there were three other 
individuals nearby. They 

were located and detained 
by WUPD and were later 
released to the St. Louis 
Metropolitan Police detec-
tives. Glenn says he does not 
know if  the three individuals 

were affiliated with the 
carjacking. 

“We always remind 
people to trust their instincts 
and be alert to their sur-
roundings; so, when you’re 

driving, you’re looking 
around,” Glenn said. “Same 
thing before you get out of  
your vehicle, make sure you 
take a quick look around, 
and if  something doesn’t 

feel right, trust it. If  you 
see people following, you 
call the police right away. 
And unfortunately, if  you 
are confronted, if  someone 
wants your property, just 

give your property to that 
person.” 

The St. Louis 
Metropolitan Police 
Department is currently 
investigating the carjacking. 

CARJACKING from page 1 

BUDGET from page 1

money. So, I think eve-
ryone should have a say in 
what happens,” Speaker 
of the Senate sophomore 

Tyrin Truong said. 
The general budget ses-

sion on Feb. 23 and 24 is 
open to all members of the 

community and will be 
livestreamed. 

“This is definitely the 
most grueling part of 

the year for members of 
the legislative branch of 
Student Union, but it’s 
definitely one of the most 

important things that we 
do,” sophomore Senator 
Nathan Card said. “Being 
trusted to allocate over $3 

million of student money 
is a huge responsibility, 
and we take that really 
seriously.”
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O
n Sunday, rap-
per 21 Savage 
was arrested 
and detained 

by U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) on report that he 
overstayed his visa from 
when he immigrated with 
his family as a child from 
the United Kingdom. Born 
Shayaa Bin Abraham-
Joseph, 21 is reported to 
have immigrated with his 
family in 2005 on a tempo-
rary non-immigrant visa, 
which expired the next 
year, and has remained 
undocumented since. He 
applied for a permanent 
visa in 2017, which the 
Department of  Homeland 
Security was aware of  
prior to his arrest. He is 
currently being held in a 

detention center 23 hours 
per day in his cell with 
only one hour to contact 
his lawyer and no access to 
his three children. 

Reactions to 21 Savage’s 
arrest were comprised 
mostly of  memes about 
his now-known British 
nationality, which some 
highlighted as the peak of  
their weekend (I’m looking 
at you, Demi). But the 
reality is that this isn’t just 
some big joke to join in on: 
21 Savage’s whole life is 
now in limbo over some-
thing he cannot control. 
Reports suggest he has 
been in the U.S. since age 
12, but his own account 
says that he arrived at 
seven. He has spent his 
whole life in the U.S. and 
will now be sent back to a 
country he has no connec-
tion to, leaving in question 
whether he will ever be 

able to return again or see 
his children. 

Let me be very clear: 
Someone’s life and troubles 
are not a joke. Just because 
21 Savage is rich and 
famous does not make his 
situation any less tragic. 
Back to Demi Lovato for a 
second: She should know 
better than anyone that a 
person’s individual struggle 
should not qualify as fuel 
for someone’s laughter or 
entertainment. His tragedy 
represents the bigger issues 
that immigrant communi-
ties, particularly children, 
suffer on a daily basis. To 
laugh at him is to laugh in 
the face of  every DACA 
recipient who lives every 
day in constant fear of  
deportation. 

21 Savage has proven 
himself  time and again 
to be exactly the citizen 
ideal that every American, 

native born or not, strives 
toward. He is a Grammy-
nominated artist whose 
last album received wide-
spread critical praise for its 
deeply introspective lyrics 
and themes, and which 
spent two consecutive 
weeks atop the Billboard 
200. Whether you like his 
music or not, the value of  
his work and passion to 
his fans is an invaluable 
commodity.

Beyond his career, 21 
Savage has pursued mul-
tiple community outreach 
programs, including a pro-
gram to help children in his 
hometown of  Atlanta (and 
I emphasize “hometown”). 
He created the “21 Savage 
Bank Account Campaign” 
to help kids learn how to 
save and make money and 
open bank accounts and 
the “Issa Back to School 
Drive” campaign which 

provides haircuts, school 
supplies and uniforms, as 
well as donating $10,000 
to Atlanta’s Continental 
Colony Elementary 
School’s anti-bullying 
campaign. But beyond all 
the good he has done, he 
is as much as anyone else 
an American citizen who 
cares deeply about his 
community and his chil-
dren whom he has raised 
here. 

The most important 
takeaway from 21 Savage’s 
situation is that he is not 
alone. Like Meek Mill 
and criminal justice, 21 
is a high profile example 
of  a problem that affects 
many people every day. 
Thousands of  other 
undocumented immigrant 
children, whether DACA 
recipients or not, are in a 
constant state of  limbo, 
fearing whether or not their 

time will come when ICE 
comes knocking on their 
door. And let’s not forget 
the horrendous tragedy 
occurring at the southern 
border, where children are 
being separated from their 
parents, including mul-
tiple child fatalities. Those 
who were helpless to the 
circumstances under which 
they arrived in this country 
should not be deported to 
a country in which they 
have no meaningful tie. 
Like most other undocu-
mented minors, 21 Savage 
has proven his value as a 
citizen. Let his situation 
be motivation to fight back 
against the terror ICE 
inflicts on those just like 
him. You should absolutely 
contribute to 21’s legal 
fund, as well as those for 
other underage migrants 
who are fighting the same 
fight. 

A
s we emerge 
from another 
bad State of  the 
Union address 

from an even worse presi-
dent, it seems appropriate 
to reflect on the young 
members of  the ideologi-
cal movement that created 
him. Across the country at 
schools like ours, college 
right-wingers say they face 
social isolation because of  
their beliefs.

Some conservatives at 
Washington University 
feel this way. An article 
in the WU: In Focus 
issue from late last semes-
ter—which I just read 
last week, so maybe take 
that into account when 
you’re evaluating my cred-
ibility—profiled several 
conservative students 
who’ve experienced nega-
tive social ramifications 

for their politics. They feel 
their beliefs aren’t welcome 
on our campus. And I’d just 
like to say: That’s fine.

I’m not alone in this 
belief. An op-ed that fol-
lowed the article responded 
by making the correct 
point that conservatives 
are not an oppressed group 
(though this is far from an 
endorsement of  that piece). 
But I think it’s important to 
go beyond the observation 
that they’re not oppressed. 
To say that conservative 
students somehow deserve 
special consideration is to 
misunderstand what an 
academic community is 
supposed to be. Rather than 
stifling debate, dismissing 
unproductive conserva-
tive ideas can open up our 
opportunities for meaning-
ful discussion.

It’s a logistical fact of  
living in human society that 
not every idea is fit for the 
public forum (Hey, that’s 

the name of  this section!). 
We only have so many 
hours in the day. In general, 
it’s taken for granted that 
some belief  systems are 
either unnecessary or 
detrimental to serious dis-
course, and that’s especially 
important in an academic 
environment.

We don’t make it socially 
acceptable for chemists 
to talk seriously about 
alchemy, for example. Our 
highly-regarded medical 
school isn’t highly-regarded 
because of  its openness 
to using leeches to treat 
disease. This is true of  
political philosophies, 
too: Few serious people 
advocate absolute monar-
chy, and I think we’re all 
perfectly fine with that. We 
don’t feel the need to carve 
out a special space for 
Bourbon restorationists in 
our political science classes. 
Similarly, there’s no reason 
to actively accommodate 

conservatives—especially 
fans of  the president—
because their ideas add 
little value to our discourse.

Conservative ideas do 
not deserve equal consid-
eration to that afforded 
liberal and left ideas, 
because conservative ideas 
are not equal to liberal 
and left ideas. There is no 
legitimate argument for 
supporting Donald Trump 
and his allies, at least not 
one that holds up in any 
academic community 
worth its salt. Advocating 
nativism, sexism, govern-
ment by oligarchic graft 
and anything else the 
president represents is not 
productive in a space meant 
to contribute ideas to the 
world.

We’ve already reached 
tacit agreement on this. 
We’re an overwhelm-
ingly left-leaning student 
body—73 percent of  
respondents to the Student 

Life survey mentioned in 
the original WU: In Focus 
piece identified as “very” 
or “somewhat liberal,” 
compared with only 8 
percent who reported being 
any degree of  “conserva-
tive.” Instead of  propping 
up fringe ideas out of  some 
sense of  “bipartisan” open-
ness, we should embrace 
the fact that so many of  
our students are liberal. 
Instead of  wasting our 
time and mental energy on 
some right-wing argument 
no one really believes, we 
should spend time having 
meaningful conversations. 
How can we guarantee 
everyone health coverage? 
What’s the best way to 
redistribute wealth? How 
can we mitigate climate 
change, a thing we all agree 
is a problem?

There is only so much 
discourse to go around, 
and we shouldn’t squander 
any of  it having a balanced 

discussion on “Should 
people have to die because 
they’re poor?”

Of  course, we can—we 
must—allow conservatives 
to have their conservative 
clubs and discuss conserva-
tive ideas. It’s also fine that 
lefties might have conser-
vative friends—I have a 
few token right-wing pals 
myself. But we shouldn’t 
create an impulse among 
the student body to pre-
tend, out of  politeness, that 
there’s anything valuable 
in the Republican policy 
agenda. The Republican 
Party primarily exists to 
enrich a small group of  
already-rich people, and 
does so quasi-democrati-
cally by scaring old white 
folks about people with 
darker skin. Call me crazy, 
but I don’t think that’s a 
party or an ideological 
flank that I’d like to offer 
a whole bunch of  special 
treatment to.

On 21 Savage: A man’s life is far more than just memes
TYLER SABLOFF
SENIOR FORUM EDITOR

It’s OK that conservatives don’t feel welcome 
SEAN LUNDERGAN
STAFF WRITER

STAFF EDITORIAL

W
e’re a few 
weeks into 
the new 
semester, 

but we’re still dealing with 
a familiar problem: crime 
near campus.

Wednesday morning, 
the Danforth Campus 
went into lockdown after 
a Washington University 
employee reported being 
robbed on the plat-
form of  the Big Bend 
MetroLink station. And 
Tuesday night, there was 
yet another carjacking in 
the Skinker-DeBaliviere 
neighborhood, on the 
6100-block of  Waterman 
Boulevard.

But, while all students 
were notified about the 
campus lockdown, most 

heard nothing from the 
University about the car-
jacking incident. Despite 
multiple calls from our 
Editorial Board for these 
alerts to go out to the 
full student body, the 
University currently sends 
alerts only to students liv-
ing within the immediate 
vicinity of  a crime.

In light of  the latest 
crime incidents, we urge 
the University to start 
sending out crime reports 
to all students, regardless 
of  where they live. 

As we’ve mentioned in 
the past, students frequent 
neighborhoods besides 
the ones where they live. 
Students may be in the 
vicinity of  a crime even if  
they don’t live in that area. 

Furthermore, there seem 
to be inconsistencies with 
regard to the email lists. 
This might be due to stu-
dent error—local addresses 
not being updated on 
WebSTAC—but it still 
leaves open the possibility 
of  residents never learning 
that a crime occurred near 
their homes.

While crime alerts go 
up on the Washington 
University Police 
Department’s website 
fairly quickly, students who 
don’t receive the emails are 
quite unlikely to check the 
site. Thus, they may only 
learn of  incidents through 
word of  mouth—even if  
they’d been mere blocks 
from an incident when 
it occurred. This puts 

people at potential risk and 
means students lack full 
information when making 
decisions that may impact 
their safety.

Communication is key: 
If  students know more 
about what’s going on, 
they are better able to 
take safety precautions. 
Although the University 
has sent out plenty of  
emails with safety tips—
like carrying a whistle, 
choosing well-lit paths 
and staying alert—it’s 
concerning that many inci-
dents may go unnoticed 
by students, leaving them 
unaware of  crime in their 
general vicinity until it’s 
too late.

After several 
instances of  crime in the 

neighborhoods surround-
ings the University, Wash. 
U. partnered with Uber last 
semester. This was never 
meant to be a long-term 
solution, and we under-
stand why the University 
discontinued the program 
at the semester’s end. 
Wash. U. explained from 
the start that the Uber 
partnership would only 
be temporary, but the car-
jacking and robbery that 
happened this week indi-
cate that crime is still a 
major issue.

Our Editorial Board 
wants to remind you of  
the safety options that still 
exist. The Campus2Home 
shuttle leaves from 
Mallinckrodt Center every 
30 minutes, on the top 

of  the hour and at half  
past. Students can take 
Campus2Home, which 
drops you right in front of  
your door, from 9 p.m. to 
2 a.m. each night. There’s 
also Noonlight, a personal 
safety app you can down-
load free of  charge, which 
functions as a personal 
blue light. And finally, 
Wash. U. has extended 
the hours of  the Campus 
Circulator through 4 a.m. 
for the spring semester.

For those impacted by 
the latest instances, the 
crime issue feels as real as 
ever—and if  Uber provided 
some physical or mental 
relief, that relief  is gone. 
The least Wash. U. can 
do is communicate what’s 
going on in the area.

Another year, another robbery, another carjacking
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Growing up in a house-
hold that prioritized baseball 
before basketball, basketball 
before football and hockey 
never, my only pre-college 
experiences with hockey 
were fleeting glimpses of  the 
travel team matches that took 
place on the rink next to the 
one my sister and I used to 
skate on when we were little. 
Looking back now, it makes 
so much sense that I had 
low expectations when I first 
stepped foot in the Scottrade 
Center (now Enterprise 
Center) last fall to see a St. 
Louis Blues game. 

Within minutes, my low 
expectations were shat-
tered. Before the players 
had even ventured onto the 
rink, the energy in the sta-
dium was enveloping. The 
pre-game environment was 
full of  hype: Intense photo 
montages glimmered on 
screens that surrounded fans 
from every direction while 
a rock band played in the 
concourse. Everywhere you 
looked, someone was smil-
ing, enjoying an evening of  
escape.

Though the Blues fell 
behind the Anaheim Ducks 
quickly, the energy did not 
dissipate. In an experience 
foreign to my inner base-
ball fan, a large majority of  
the fans remained engaged 
throughout the game, cheer-
ing loudly during the Blues’ 
iconic Power Play Dance 
(search it up, really!) and 
shouting resounding boos 
whenever the Blues ended 

up in the penalty box. Unlike 
baseball games, there was 
always action on the ice: A 
shot would glance off  the 
goalie’s skate before skitter-
ing away or a fight would 
pop up out of  the middle of  
nowhere. 

When the Blues tempo-
rarily regained their lead 
midway through the second 
period, it felt as if  the fans 
were all riding atop a wave 
that would never crash. Yet 
even when it did crash, as 
the Ducks stormed back in 
the final minutes to steal 
a victory, the Blues fans 
held on till the last second. 
As the buzzer sounded, 
the fans let out a collective 
groan that you could tell was 
not unfamiliar. Still, they 
keep coming back for more 
hockey. I was entranced.

With all this talk of  a 
“Super” Bowl, NBA trade 
rumors now reaching their 
peak and the start of  baseball 
season just around the corner 
(pitchers and catchers report 
next week!), it’s easy to for-
get about hockey. We pass it 
off  as “that Canadian thing” 
or remember it only as “that 
sport I always wanted to play 
growing up but my parents 
wouldn’t allow it.” 

Despite all the sorrows 
about losing the Rams to Los 
Angeles and dreams unful-
filled of  the Atlanta Hawks 
returning home to the land 
of  the Arch, we still have two 
professional sports teams. 
That’s more than many other 
cities (including some, like 
San Diego or Austin, sig-
nificantly bigger than our 
own) can say. We should 

be grateful. We should take 
pride in our Blues. 

They’re not even that 
bad this season. Well, they 
had been, but not anymore. 
After occupying the Western 
Conference cellar for most 
of  the fall (vying for last 
place with the similarly-bad 
Chicago Blackhawks), the 
Blues have finally stepped up 
their game in the new year. 
They’re 9-5 in 2019 and have 
made it up to ninth in the 
West, just one point behind 
the Vancouver Canucks for 
the second wild card spot. 
A couple clutch winning 
streaks down the stretch, and 
this team will have cemented 

its position in the playoffs. 
The Blues’ performance 

of  late has suggested that 
the playoffs are not unthink-
able. Any team vying for 
one of  the final playoff  spots 
needs to beat up on the bad 
teams. After struggling to 
do so during the first half  of  
the season, the Blues have 
finally found their groove, 
taking advantage of  a weak 
schedule this past week to 
win three straight games and 
four of  their last five. The 
next three will be tougher, as 
they face off  tonight against 
NHL-best Tampa Bay 
Lightning before two against 
the Western Conference-rival 

Nashville Predators this 
weekend. If  the Blues can 
maintain their early 2019 
momentum this month, 
they’ll put themselves in a 
position for success down the 
stretch. 

For all of  their recent vic-
tories, however, the Blues are 
still a remarkably inconsis-
tent hockey team. That sort 
of  thing rarely changes over-
night. The team’s power play 
has been miserable since the 
fall and injuries have plagued 
the Blues all year long. But 
this team has fight. The 
fact that the Blues are even 
in the playoff  conversation 
after their horrific fall, which 

included being shut out three 
times in a single week and 
a humbling 6-1 loss to the 
Canucks, is a testament to 
the team’s battling spirit. 

Don’t get me wrong: I am 
not writing to pretend that 
the St. Louis Blues are about 
to magically stumble their 
way into the Stanley Cup 
Finals. Realistically, we’re 
probably looking at a first 
round playoff  exit, maybe 
second round at best. That 
is not reason for us to forget 
about or ignore the Blues, 
though. They’re amazingly 
fun to watch and, soon 
enough, they might just be a 
force to be reckoned with.

A note to sports fans at WU: Don’t forget about the Blues
MATTHEW FRIEDMAN
STAFF REPORTER

St. Louis Blues forward Colton Parayko (55) is congratulated by Pat Maroon (7) and Zach Sanford (12) after scoring a goal dur-
ing the third period against the Florida Panthers at the BB&T Center in Sunrise, Fla., on Tuesday, Feb. 5. The Blues won, 3-2.

DAVID SANTIAGO | MCTCAMPUS
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Etflix Deep Cuts wIth KIVA: Velvet Buzzsaw

WEEKEND CONCERT PREVIEW
Thursday, Feb. 7

Bas
7 p.m. at Fubar

Excision
8 p.m. at The Pageant

Steady Flow
9 p.m. at The Bootleg at Atomic 
Cowboy

Friday, Feb. 8

Mozes and the Firstborn
8 p.m. at The Ready Room

Tesla
8 p.m. at The Pageant

William Fitzsimmons
8 p.m. at Old Rock House

Saturday, Feb. 9

Twiddle
8 p.m. at Delmar Hall

Interpol
8 p.m. at The Pageant

Devotchka
9 p.m. at Fubar

Sunday, Feb. 10

Silence the Witness
6:30 p.m. at Firebird

Candlebox
8 p.m. at The Pageant

WEEKEND CONCERT PREVIEW

‘Stuffed & Ready’ is the best kind of exhausting album
JOSH ZUCKER
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

I have been in a con-
stant Netflix deep-dive 
for the past two years. 
For me, sitting down to 
watch a movie has become 
two and a half  hours of  
exploring Netflix’s cache 
of  the weirdest movies 
in the world, giving up 
and actually doing the 
reading that’s due tomor-
row instead of  enduring 
the endless scrolling any 
longer. I’m putting an end 
to all that, and instead just 
watching all of  the weird 
movies buried deep in the 
bowels of  America’s favor-
ite media streaming site. 

Luckily for you, I’ll also 
be reviewing them in this 
column, rotating through 
different genres every 
week. Buckle up, folks, 
because today’s deep-cut 
is a Netflix original thriller 
called “Velvet Buzzsaw.”

Picture this: a neurotic, 
bisexual art critic played 
by Jake Gyllenhaal, 
the girl from “Stranger 
Things” (that’s not Millie 
Bobby Brown) unwit-
tingly finding a bunch 
of  dead bodies and Toni 
Colette in a chin-length 
silver wig. That’s a good 
introduction to the best 
parts of  Netflix’s “Velvet 
Buzzsaw.” The film centers 
in on the Los Angeles art 
scene, caricaturing the 
ruthless, self-centered 
LA elite culture through 
the characters played by 
Gyllenhaal, Colette, Zawe 
Ashton and Rene Russo. 
The characters’ high-flying 
art world is shaken when 
Josephina (Ashton), an 
underappreciated assis-
tant to a powerful dealer, 
discovers the artwork of  
a man in her building 
right after his mysterious 
death. The art is an instant 
hit and in high-demand, 

bringing in a lot of  money 
for the Haze gallery, when 
the paintings start to come 
to life. The art gradually 
begins to sabotage and, 
eventually, take the lives of  
every character that profits 
from selling it. 

The acting in this film 
is really what carries it, 
along with some good 
camera work and the 
most comically ridicu-
lous art-world names 
you’ve ever heard (Morf  
Vandewall, Jon DonDon, 
Rhodora Haze and Ventril 
Dease, for example). The 
film’s biting satire of  Los 
Angeles elite culture, as 
well as hilariously accurate 
performances, make the 
first half-hour of  the film 
really fun. As the dead art-
ist Dease’s paintings start 
to wreak havoc, though, 
the film’s humor dissipates 
in favor of  creepier scenes 
as the movie takes a turn 
towards thriller/horror. 
In my opinion, pacing 
in the “scary” portion 
of  this film was badly 
done. Instead of  spiraling 
through the slow, painful 
descent of  this high-brow 
world whilst utilizing the 
ironic self-assuredness 

of  the characters to 
build suspense, “Velvet 
Buzzsaw” made too sharp 
a turn from satirical to 
ominous. For me, the 
suspense-building in the 
middle portion—and even 
the end—of  the film fell a 
bit flat. 

Even after all the 
buildup, I wasn’t 
impressed by the death 
scenes (with the exception 
of  one, in which Colette’s 
arm is ripped off  by a 
piece of  art. Colette is the 
best actress of  our time 
and can make anything 
seem authentic; all of  
her too-few scenes in this 
film are electric). Many 

of  the death scenes were 
supposed to be menac-
ing—threat creeping in 
over the span of  a few min-
utes and finally striking, 
killing quickly and merci-
lessly. However, for me the 
“creeping” of  the killers 
lasted far too long. The 
murderous entities are all 
bizarre and, realistically, 
the characters themselves 
would have noticed the 
coming threat (particularly 
in a scene at the very end 
where Joanna is absorbed 
by a pool of  anthropo-
morphized paint).The 
breakdown of  the all-pow-
erful art critic Vanderwall 
(Gyllenhaal) is the most 

compelling part of  the end 
of  “Velvet Buzzsaw”—a 
man who used to take 
pride in his selectiv-
ity is driven mad by the 
repercussions of  his own 
criticisms, brought back by 
the paintings to haunt him. 
Watch this movie if  you 
like well-done portraits of  
a microcosm of  high-brow 
society, need something to 
do with your friends or are 
from Southern California 
like me and love to make 
fun of  LA. I wouldn’t 
watch it for a good scare 
(or even a decent one). 

—Kiva Runnels, 
Contributing Writer

Los Angeles-based rock 
(but it’s really so much 
more than that) band 
Cherry Glazerr released 
their fourth album, 
“Stuffed & Ready,” Feb. 
1. The album builds on 
the musical base laid by 
Cherry Glazerr’s first three 
(or two, depending on 
how you feel about “Papa 
Cremp” fitting into their 
discography) albums and 
leans fully into the more 
surreal edge to their music. 

Cherry Glazerr, which 
began as the solo project 
of  lead vocalist and guitar-
ist Clementine Creevy, 
has been working its way 
through a nebulous cloud 
of  genres and sounds since 
Creevy was 15 and upload-
ing songs to SoundCloud. 
Now that Creevy has years 
of  experience under her 
belt, her music has only 
seen improvement.

After releasing “Wasted 
Nun” and “Daddi,” a 
surreal and jamming 
yet kinky lead single, 
“Stuffed & Ready” follows 

through on the quality 
I expect from a Cherry 
Glazerr album. Where 
“Apocalipstick,” their 
previous album released 
on the day of  Trump’s 
inauguration, was brim-
ming with vicious anger, 
this album is filled with 
a much more exhausted 
anger.

In “Stuffed & Ready” 
Creevy just feels exhausted 
with all the bulls--- that’s 
occurred over the past 
two years. There are a 
lot of  moments when 
Creevy struggles against 

the patriarchy and wider 
injustice in the album and 
responds with sarcasm and 
irony more than the rage 
she had previously.

However, that’s not to 
say that the album is only 
depressing. “Stuffed & 
Ready” is also empower-
ing. Creevy is exhausted, 
yes, but she’s also power-
ful and assertive. Maybe 
this album wasn’t as high 
stakes as “Apocalipstick” 
was, but it shows that 
there’s merit in express-
ing your exhaustion and 
irritation.

My favorite tracks on 
the album have to be 
“Wasted Nun,” “Self  
Explained” and “Stupid 
Fish.” In these tracks, 
Creevy focuses more on 
self-expression. While she 
doesn’t necessarily like 
the person she is in these 
songs, she also refuses to 
apologize for her faults. 
These songs, like much 
of  the rest of  the album, 
are empowering because 
Creevy doesn’t feel a need 
to capitulate to other’s 
expectations.

In all these respects, 

the album does feel very 
punk rock. At its core, it’s 
Creevy complaining about 
the world around her, but 
that’s not how the album 
feels. The album feels 
surreal, defiant, proud, 
smooth and exhausted. 
There’s emotional depth 
so every track is personal, 
and you feel as if  you get 
caught up with Creevy’s 
exhaustion and annoyance 
with the world around her. 
It’s an incredible album, 
and more specifically an 
incredible punk album and 
well worth a listen.
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Busch Hall and its 
counterpart, Anheuser-
Busch Hall, are seemingly 
designed to confuse 
incoming freshmen. 

Not only, it seems, are 
there two buildings named 
for the same brewery 
(yes, a brewery), but they 
are located almost as far 
apart as possible on the 
Danforth campus. These 
buildings mark the con-
siderable contributions of  
the Busch family and the 
Anheuser-Busch company 
to Washington University. 
They’re also just the tip of  
the iceberg.

When Washington 
University moved to its 
present location in 1900, 
Adolphus Busch Hall 
was the first building to 
begin construction. After 
its temporary use by the 
neighboring St. Louis 
World’s Fair in 1904, 
Busch Hall became the 
home of  the University’s 
chemistry department. 

No further contribu-
tions were made until 
1957. The Adolphus 
Busch III Laboratory of  
Biology, completed and 
dedicated in 1959 and 
an extension to Rebstock 
Hall, was paid for in 
large part by a donation 

from the Anheuser-Busch 
Charitable Trust. August 
“Gussie” Busch, Jr. was 
a main force behind this 
donation, which was 
made in honor of  his 
brother and former CEO 
of  Anheuser-Busch, 
Adolphus Busch III. 

The newest University 
building to bear the Busch 
name is Anheuser-Busch 
Hall, dedicated in 1997. 
This building is not named 
for a member of  the Busch 
family; rather, it commem-
orates the Anheuser-Busch 
Foundation, a charity 
organization started in the 
1990s.

These donations are 
not isolated incidents of  
charity; they are merely 
the most noticeable form 
of  the deep connection 
between Wash. U. and 
Anheuser-Busch.

Adolphus Busch joined 
Wash. U.’s Board of  
Directors in 1895, back 
when the school was still 
located on its old campus 
in downtown St. Louis. He 
would continue to serve on 
the Board until his death 
in 1913, at which point 
his son, August Busch, Sr. 
took over his seat. 

Though Adolphus 
Busch III and Gussie 
Busch never sat on the 
board, the ties between 
their company and the 

school were still strong. 
August Busch III, CEO 
of  Anheuser-Busch from 
1975 to 2002, would 
become a trustee of  the 
University, a position he 
still holds.

The Anheuser-Busch 
Foundation donation 
that gave its name to 
Anheuser-Busch Hall was 
made in honor of  Fred L. 
Kuhlmann, an executive 
officer of  both the com-
pany and the Cardinals 
under August Busch III. 
Kuhlmann, who held these 
positions for most of  the 
1980s and early 1990s, 
graduated from Wash. U.’s 
undergraduate and law 
programs.

Though the Busch 
family no longer owns 
Anheuser-Busch, the 
connection between 
the company and the 
University is ongoing. Jack 
H. Purnell, former CEO 
of  Anheuser-Busch, where 
he worked for 36 years, is 
an executive in residence 
of  the Olin Business 
School.

Next time you find your-
self  at the wrong Busch 
Hall, remember: It isn’t 
just the University trying 
to trick you. Wash. U. and 
Anheuser-Busch really are 
tied closer together than 
it seems. together than it 
seems. 

Bears and beer: A history of WU’s connection to Anheuser-Busch
ISABELLA NEUBAUER
STAFF WRITER

Anheuser-Busch Hall, home of the Washington University School of Law, is one of two build-
ings on campus connected to the Anheuser-Busch Brewery. The Busch family and the Anheus-
er-Busch company have both made large contributions to the University over its history. 
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It’s that time of  the 
year again! Valentine’s 
Day is coming up faster 
than you imagined and 
you still have approxi-
mately zero cute date 
ideas for your long-term 
significant other. Or 
you’re trying to impress 
someone you’ve just 
started dating and you 
have no idea what to do. 
Have no fear! To save you 
time and probably a good 
deal of  stress, I’ve com-
piled a list of  some pretty 
cute date ideas in the St. 
Louis area. After all, you 
can’t spell “Washington 
University in St. Louis” 
without “romance.” 
Actually you can, but just 
pretend.

A bakery
Much like Oprah 

Winfrey, I love bread, 
which is why I think a 
bakery is a great date 
location. Whether you 
want fresh baked bread, 
pastries or coffee, a 
bakery has it. Essentially, 
it’s like going to a cof-
fee shop but better and 
cuter. Personally, I’m 
a fan of  any and all 
bakeries, but according 
to my late night google 
searches, “La Patisserie 
Chouquette” is an excel-
lent local choice.

Mission 
Taco happy 

hour
Perhaps the only 

thing better than tacos 
is tacos that are only 
$2, which you can get if  
you go to Mission Taco 
after 10 p.m.! You can 
get a fresh taco for the 
same amount of  money 
you spend on your 
laundry. What’s better 
than spending qual-
ity time with someone 
you’re fond of  while 
also getting a good deal 
on dinner? Nothing, my 
friends. Nothing.

A picnic 
in Forest 

Park
This is probably a 

pretty ubiquitous idea, 
but that’s because it’s 
so cute! Grab a blanket, 
a basket full of  you and 
your significant other’s 
favorite foods, walk to 
Forest Park and you’re 
good to go! Cute date: 
created. There is a bit 
of  a disclaimer for 
this one though: Since 
St. Louis weather is 
perhaps the most erratic 
thing any of  us will ever 

experience, you’ll have 
to plan your excursion 
to make sure you’re 
going to Forest Park on 
a day that’s actually…
warm.

IKEA
IKEA isn’t just a 

store, it’s an experience. 
What’s a better form of  
bonding than shopping 
for furniture you’ll never 
actually buy? Do that 
with someone you like 
and then follow it up by 
sharing some of  IKEA’s 
iconic meatballs. Sounds 
like a cute date to me!

Missouri 
Botanical 
Garden

Not at all hot take: 
Flowers are inherently 
romantic. The Botanical 
Gardens have 79 acres 
for you to explore! 
You walk through the 
Botanical Gardens hand 
in hand with your per-
son of  interest while the 
sun sets. Then you fol-
low up that memorable 
experience with an even 
more memorable dinner. 
Ah, romance.

Make 
Spotify 
playlists 

that remind 
you of  each 

other
The type of  music a per-

son listens to kind of  says 
a lot about them. Sharing 
your music with someone is, 
in a sense, a pretty intimate 
thing to do. And we all have 
those songs that remind us 
of  that special someone. 
So, make a date of  showing 
your significant other the 
songs that make you think 
of  them! P.S. if  you need 
some ideas to help get your 
mind going, I will always 
recommend the acoustic 
“Glee” version of  Katy 
Perry’s “Teenage Dream”.

The 
Church of  
Scientology
Every week, many music 

majors and minors go to 
the 560 Music Center to 
take classes. And liter-
ally right across the street 
from that is…the Church 
of  Scientology. This might 

not be the cutest date 
idea, but you and your 
significant other will most 
definitely be able to bond 
over whatever happens once 
you go into that building 
together. “What’d you do 
for Valentine’s Day?” “My 
boyfriend and I went to the 
Church of  Scientology.” 
Seems like a pretty memo-
rable time to me.

Take turns 
telling each 
other things 

you love 
about each 

other
I would say it’s always 

easy to tell people how 
you feel, but then I would 
be lying. And even when 
you’ve already established 
that you have mutual 
affection with someone, it 
can always be refreshing to 
hear the specific things they 
love about you. You and 
your significant other could 
rotate saying what you 
like about each other until 
you’re overwhelmed with 
love and affection and your 
faces are real-life heart eye 
emojis.

Honorable 
mentions

In looking up ideas for 
this, I found out that the 
great state of  Missouri 
has a Titanic Museum. 
Imagine one of  the most 
infamous boats ever, but 
in museum form. I was 
completely ready to put it 
on this list, and then I real-
ized that Branson, Mo. is 
four hours away from here, 
and no one is going to drive 
that far. So, if  you love the 
Titanic and are willing to 
drive four hours, it’s always 
an option.

Additionally, Wash. U.’s 
premier Disney a cappella 
group, The Aristocats, is 
selling Valentine’s Day 
grams! It’s not exactly a 
date, but it’s a cute idea. 
If  you can’t serenade your 
significant other through 
song, they can do it for 
you! Alternatively, if  you 
know your significant other 
would hate the idea of  
having an entire a cappella 
group sing to them, it’s 
definitely a funny gag gift. 
The Valentine’s Day grams 
are $7 cash and $8 venmo, 
and the Aristocats will be 
tabling in the Danforth 
University Center from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. and in Bear’s 
Den from 6-8 p.m. for the 
rest of  the week!

— Jordan Coley, Staff  
Columnist

RelationTips with Jordan: Cute ideas for your Valentine’s Day date
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AFFORDABLE.

WALK FROM CAMPUS. 
TAVOLOV.COM

ORDER ONLINE

314.862.6565

JIMMYJOHNS.COM
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GALENTINE’S DAY
FEBRUARY 13TH 5-9PM

COMPLIMENTARY
CHAMPAGNE

WITH PURCHASE OF ONE OF OUR SPECIALTY VALENTINE’S DESSERTS

ONE GLASS PER CUSTOMER WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.
IN STORE ONLY.

GRAB YOUR BESTIES!
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Located just off of the 
Delmar Loop on Melville 
Avenue, Vegas Wok is a quaint 
restaurant for those that crave 
authentic Chinese food. From 
classic steamed dumplings to 
a variety of fried rice, lo mein, 
mei fun and noodle soup, 
Vegas Wok has a wonderful 
selection to choose from. 

My first time there, I tried 
the braised pork rice noodles. 
The broth paired well with 
the white radish and chewy 
beef that came with it. While 
there were more noodles than 
I expected, the dish was deli-
cious and I ended up taking 
the extra broth home. I also 
tried the fried dumplings. The 
texture of the fried dumplings 
adds an extra factor of yum-
miness that you just won’t find 
at the Danforth University 
Center’s Wash U Wok station. 

My second time there, I 
had a dinner combination 
plate. The dinner combination 
plates like orange chicken or 
szechuan shrimp come with 
white rice and either a spring 
roll or crab rangoon. I have 
not personally tried the spring 
roll, but my acquaintance 
Martin “Beyta” L. and I 
highly recommend the crab 
rangoon. All four corners are 
perfectly crunchy and crispy. 
Inside, the cream cheese will 
flow smoothly and naturally 

in your mouth.  After eating 
the orange chicken with rice, 
Martin exclaimed, “This 
is way better than Panda 
Express!”  

After a delicious meal, 
I spoke to a Vegas Wok 
employee Ivan Chen and 
asked him for any recom-
mendations. Off the menu, 
the most popular dishes were 
the pork with garlic sauce on 
rice, tomato and egg with beef  
and the szechuan shrimp. Ivan 
also said that when he first 
came to St. Louis, he felt that 
the city lacked decent Asian 
food. 

“If you want Chinese food 
or Taiwanese food, students 
coming from American 
college[s] with American food 
can try [it] here,” Chen said. 

Vegas Wok offers the Asian 
community a genuine taste of  
what may be home. Although 
some of us are far from home, 
I find Vegas Wok’s comfort 
food like a piece of home 
away from home. The owner 
of Vegas Wok also gives wel-
coming and friendly presence 
for customers. 

So, if you love Chinese 
food or miss the cozy Chinese 
food from home, you should 
try out Vegas Wok. Vegas 
Wok is open Monday through 
Saturday from 10:30 a.m. to 
9:30 p.m. Instead of a Bear’s 
Den or Village dinner, take the 
short walk to the Loop and 
enjoy Vegas Wok!

A taste of home on the Loop: Vegas Wok restaurant
MADDIE CHIU
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE

The orange chicken and pork with garlic sauce dinner combination plates are popular menu items at Chinese restaurant Vegas Wok. 
Located off of the Loop on Melville Avenue, Vegas Wok offers authentic Chinese food from steamed dumplings to noodle dishes.
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