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CANFIELD DRIVE 
Black Rep shows 
world premiere 
of play “Canfield 
Drive” at Edison 
(Cadenza, pg 3)

ROAD WARRIORS 
Men’s basketball 
goes 2-0 on trip to 
east coast rivals 
Brandeis and NYU 
(Sports, pg 5)

WELCOME WEEK 
RECOVERY TIPS
How to recover from 
the trials and tribu-
lations of your first 
week (Scene, pg 8)

Fossil Free WashU rolled 
out a no-donation pledge 
designed to curtail donations 
to the University until it divests 
from fossil fuel companies last 
semester.

The non-donation pledge tar-
gets the parents and alumni of  
Washington University. It asks 
signatories to refrain from donat-
ing to the University—with the 
exception of  scholarship funds—
until the endowment divests from 
fossil fuel companies. The pledge 
also asks signatories to redi-
rect the money they would have 
gifted the University to 350.org or 

Earth Justice, two environmental 
nonprofits. 

The pledge currently has 
about 70 signatories, according 
to Fossil Free WashU Head of  
Communications sophomore 
Eddie Ives. Promotion of  the 
pledge has been dormant since 
the end of  Parent’s Weekend, but 
Ives says Fossil Free WashU is 
starting a new push this semester. 

“We’re going to ramp it up 
starting this semester: advertise it, 
target certain alumni who haven’t 
been exposed yet and keep getting 
it out there,” Ives said.

The pledge targets certain 
famous and influential alumni, 
according to Green Action 
co-president junior Khalid 

Mahmood.
“We compiled a list of  famous 

alumni who it would definitely 
be really big if  they declared sup-
port for this, especially by putting 
money [in],” Mahmood said. 
“That’s a way we can quantify 
our support besides just number 
of  people; this many people have 
pledged to withhold this amount 
of  money.”

The pledge is Fossil Free’s lat-
est effort in its constant fight 
against the University’s fossil fuel 
affiliations. A petition calling for 
divestment from the 200 largest 
fossil fuel companies has over 
1,200 student signatures. 

The University hasn’t bent 
much on the issue of  divestment. 

Public pressure in 2017 from 
Fossil Free WashU and the stu-
dent body prompted Chancellor 
Mark Wrighton to announce 
that the University would not 
be divesting from fossil fuel 
interests, explaining that “...
the investment policy will not 
be changed or used to support 
political, social, or other agen-
das.” Wrighton also announced 
plans for an endowment advisory 
committee composed of  faculty, 
students and alumni to “advise 
the Chancellor on how best to 
realize the call for transparency 
and socially responsible invest-
ment.” That committee has not 
yet been seated. 

Neither Fossil Free nor Green 

Action has been able to meet 
with Chancellor Andrew Martin 
yet. But despite that, and a lack 
of  significant change in the 
University’s investment policy, 
the groups are still optimistic. 

“We look forward to work-
ing with him. We’re excited for 
him to be here. We hope that he 
can take a more proactive role in 
fighting these issues,” Ives said.

“We want to give Martin a 
chance to claim this as a win for 
him. This is something you can 
do to make Wash. U. a climate 
leader,” Mahmood said.

Administrative Assistant for 
Alumni Relations Kathy Lewis 
said the Alumni Association was 
not available for comment. 

Title Mine and WU Planned 
Parenthood Generation Action 
hosted their second comment writ-
ing event Thursday, Jan. 17. 

Title Mine and WU Planned 
Parenthood Generation Action 
(WUPPGA) hosted the first com-
ment writing party in response to 
the Department of  Education’s 

proposed Title IX regulations Dec. 
7. 

Title Mine organizer junior 
Luka Cai hopes the January drive 
encouraged students to finish and 
submit their comments to the 
Federal Register before the Jan. 28 
deadline. 

The January event featured brief  
presentations by KnowYourIX 
representative Mina Aria and 
Brown school student Jodie 

Goodman, but the focus of  the 
event was on the comment writing 
itself. 

“I think our event in December 
was a very education-focused 
event,” Title Mine organizer 
sophomore Annie Johnston said. 
“We had a lot of  speakers come, 
most of  the event was listening to 
presentations and doing some ini-
tial brainstorming so that people 
knew what the changes were and 

what the implications might be. 
This time, we’re really trying to 
write and focus on getting com-
ments out there, so I think it’s 
hard to compare the two events 
because we’re trying to do differ-
ent things.”

According to Cai, the first drive 
in December influenced how Title 
Mine planned the January drive. 

Washington University expanded 
its agreement with Lime for the 
next three months, deciding to 
keep the short-term rental bikes on 
campus until Lime phases out its 
current pedal bikes for electric-assist 
models this spring.

Back in August, Lime and the 
University began a pilot program 
that brought around two dozen 
bikes to campus. The initial agree-
ment was set to end Dec. 31 before 
the University chose to extend it.

The Office of  Sustainability put 
out a survey from December to 
early January to assess the response 
to the program. According to 
Sustainability Coordinator from 
the Office of  Sustainability Clara 
Steyer, the survey showed that the 
program has been successful at its 
goal of  offering a low-cost, environ-
mentally-friendly way to get around 
the University and its surrounding 
community.

“It was really great to see that a 
lot of  people are using LimeBikes to 
commute and for transportation, as 
opposed to just for leisure and exer-
cise,” Steyer said. “It really shows 
that [the program] is in response to 
a need.” 

Title Mine and WUPPGA host second comment writing party

KnowYourIX expert Mina Aria teaches Washington University students and faculty how to write an effective comment on new Title IX regulations at Title 
Mine’s Comment-Writing Party in Decemner. Title Mine hosted a second Comment-Writing Party on Jan. 17.
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Washington 
University 
extends pilot 
contract  
with Lime
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Fossil Free WashU targets non-donation pledge at alumni and parent donors
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Student Union Treasury considers creation of new funding category

Student Union Treasury is 
considering changing the fund-
ing structure for student groups, 
it announced over winter break. 

The proposed funding cat-
egory would allocate a fixed 
dollar amount to Category II 
student groups instead of  going 
through the formal budget pro-
cess. If  implemented, Category 
II student groups would have 
the option to opt into this new 
category and budget process. 

A survey is open to student 
groups to gauge interest. Vice 
President of  Finance junior 
Shelly Gupta wanted to empha-
size that this proposal is only 
being considered. She says 
they are still looking into the 

feedback from the survey and 
the average amount groups that 
gave feedback received in their 
budgets. 

“We’re not going to make any 
changes that groups don’t want 
us to...if  a group doesn’t want 
to move down they can stay in 
Category II or Category III and 
continue operating with their 
budgets,” Gupta said. “But if  
they want a flat amount, they 
can move into a new category.”

Currently, SU-recognized stu-
dent organizations are funded 
in three categories. Category 
III groups do not submit bud-
gets but instead are allocated 
$75 each semester. Category 
II student groups must sub-
mit budgets that are capped at 
$500 of  funding per semester. 
Category I groups also must 

submit a budget and can request 
an unlimited amount of  funds. 

Speaker of  the Treasury 
junior Agneesh Dasgupta said 
that Treasury considered mak-
ing a change after observing that 
Category II groups with smaller 
budgets receive the same level 
of  scrutiny of  groups that sub-
mit relatively larger budgets.  

“We just observe that groups 
that are currently Category II 
and submit budgets of, let’s 
say, like $200 a semester...
we give them the same scru-
tiny as groups that submit 
budget [of] about $20,000 a 
semester,” Dasgupta said. “So, 
recognizing that groups serve 
different niches on campus 
and [for] those smaller groups, 
we want to basically give them 
more flexibility to program and 

hopefully by giving them the 
flexibility, they would be able 
to serve that niche better on 
campus.” 

Gupta estimates that if  
enough groups express interest, 
the new category would likely 
be created for their next fiscal 
year over the summer. 

“Something that I want to 
make sure we hold to is that...
we don’t tell a group to do 
something, we let them opt into 
doing that thing,” Gupta said. 
“So, I think at least in the tran-
sition year, whenever that year 
is, it would be like, ‘This is an 
option for you if  you want to 
try this new structure. If  you 
don’t, stay where you are and 
have everything be the same.’ 
I think if  we do that...not that 
[it] doesn’t matter what changes 

we make, but the groups that 
want to be impacted by it will 
be impacted by it. And if  you 
don’t, you can stay with the cur-
rent system.”

Dasgupta said that if  the pro-
posed category is created, he 
hopes student groups of  all sizes 
will be able to program to their 
needs. 

“Sometimes [Category II] 
groups that want to hold pro-
gramming during the semester, 
but they’re either too small or...
they want to hold programming 
that they aren’t able to plan a 
semester in advance like larger 
groups on campus,” Dasgupta 
said. “So, ideally, this would 
give them the flexibility to be 
able to hold programming with-
out having to plan a semester in 
advance.”

EMMA BAKER
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR



MONDAY 21
 
Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration lecture
Eric P. Newman Center at Washington University School of  Medicine, 7:00 p.m. 
Camara Jones, MD, senior fellow at the Satcher Health Leadership Institute at More-
house School of Medicine, will deliver a lecture titled “Racism and Health: Is Inequality 
Making Us Sick?” To RSVP, contact Liz Riggs at 314-362-6854 or eriggs@wustl.edu. 
Sponsored by the Office of Diversity Programs.

32nd annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Commemoration
Graham Chapel, 7:00 p.m. 
This year’s theme of “Struggle, Dedication and Progress.” Keynote speaker is Rev. Dr. 
Barbara A. Reynolds, co-author of “Coretta Scott King: My Life, My Love, My Legacy.” 
The Rosa L. Parks Award for Meritorious Service will be presented to Chancellor Mark S. 
Wrighton and Risa Z. Wrighton. Reception will follow in the Danforth University Center. 
For more information, call  314-935-5059.

TUESDAY 22

Our Higher Calling: Rebuilding the Partnership between America and its Colleges and 
Universities
TBD, 7:30 a.m. 
Provost Holden Thorp, Rita Levi-Montalcini Distinguished University Professor will 
speak on the partnership between America and its institutions of higher education. For 
more information, please contact Alana Bame (bame@wustl.edu; 314-935-5630)

Does the improving status of LGBT individuals heighten Christians’ concerns about 
religious freedom?
Psychology Building, Rm. 216, 4:00 p.m. 
Clara Wilkins, PhD will discuss the relationship between the status of LGBT individuals 
and Christians’ concerns about religious freedom. 

Abortion Litigation in the U.S. Supreme Court: Past and Future
Bryan Cave Moot Courtroom (A-B Hall, Room 310), 12:00 p.m.
Frank Susman is a member of the Litigation & Dispute Resolution Group at Spencer 
Fane and is a constitutional appellate attorney and of Counsel. Talk is in conjunction 
with the If/When/How Washington University Chapter. Counts toward MCLE. 

WEDNESDAY 23 

Black Rep production of ‘Canfield Drive’
Edison Theatre, 7:00 p.m. 
In this world premiere production by Michael Thomas Walker and Kristen Adele, “Can-
field Drive” tells the story of two high-powered news reporters from across the aisle who 
are thrown together during a ratings frenzy in Ferguson, Mo., following the shooting of  
unarmed teenager Michael Brown. As they untangle the real cause of Brown’s death, they 
struggle to keep their own secrets out of the spotlight. Tickets, available two hours prior to 
each performance, can be purchased at the Edison Theatre Box Office, 314-935-6543.

Olin Healthcare Symposium
Knight Hall, Emerson Auditorium, 7:30 a.m. 
Please join us for an important discussion about the prognosis for healthcare in the 
United States. Panel discussions will include disruption in treatment and innovation in 
delivery models. Questions? Contact Rachel Shelton at 314-935-5226 or rachel.shelton@
wustl.edu

From Gonorrhea to Global Warming, Can Capitalism Save the Day?
Washington University School of  Medicine, Holden Auditorium, 6:00 p.m. 
This mid year event is a seminar held by a trasdisciplinary Brown School Professor Joe 
Steensma, an environmental health scientist, successful entrepreneur, and avid bird 
watcher. Having founded several companies, including Industrial Solutions Group which 
he sold in 2007, Joe is living proof of positive impact that business can have. 520 S Euclid 
Ave, St. Louis, MO

theFLIPSIDE
EVENT CALENDAR

MON 21
CLOUDY
29/26

TUES 22
LIGHT RAIN
44/26

WED 23
CLOUDY
30/20
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TITLE MINE from page 1 

“One really big learning 
point we had was just get-
ting everyone together and 
telling people to write is a 
very difficult process. So 
along the way we brain-
stormed ways to facilitate 
that writing,” Cai said. 
“One of  those new things 
we implemented was hav-
ing writing experts or tutors 
or facilitators and we split 
participants into roundtable 
groups focusing on different 
topics.”

At the event, Title Mine 
also shared a Google Drive 
folder with comment writ-
ing resources to attendees 
as well as a form where 
people could submit their 
completed comments.

“Having a public Google 
Drive where we preserve 
all the resources and the 
drafts from the last time I 
think really helps keep the 
momentum going and make 
comment writing less daunt-
ing so people don’t have to 
start fresh drafts this time,” 
Cai said. 

Cai also said another 
important learning point 
incorporated in the January 
event was the inclusion of  a 
variety of  perspectives. 

“This time we invited 
community partners, people 
from the Writing Center…
[and] Cindy from Safe 
Connections; she’s a crisis 
intervention counselor,” 
Cai said. “Having that com-
munity perspective was 
also really important and 
increases the legitimacy of  
the comments because they 
take into account not just 
the student perspective, but 
also community partners’ 
perspective and the per-
spective of  somebody who 
provides services to survi-
vors of  sexual assault.”

Women, Gender and 
Sexuality Studies Professor 
Jami Ake believes Title 
Mine’s events were helpful 
in breaking down the pro-
posed regulations. 

“I think one of  the ongo-
ing problems with the way 
things work in general... is 
it really does take somebody 
to distill those points and 
to say, ‘Hey, here’s really 
what that 167 pages is say-
ing,’ and help you prioritize 
your thinking and where 
you stand with this and 
where you stand with that,” 
Ake said. “And if  you can 
have someone translate that 
policy language into sort of  
really practical implications, 
then that’s always helpful 

because I do think it can 
be pretty obfuscating if  you 
just pick it up and read it.”

Senior Meghal Sheth said 
she found the University’s 
handling of  some cases and 
the treatment of  survivors in 
the Title IX process unset-
tling last year. 

“I think hearing survivor 
stories and how Title IX 
affects so many people espe-
cially on this campus really 
brought me here because 
the comment period really 
has a big impact in chang-
ing the law and changing 
the policies,” Sheth said. 
“So if  we can get as many 
voices as possible to voice 
our opinions about this new 
Title IX policy hopefully 
that can instill some change 
in what’s happening nation-
ally as well as bring voice 
to some of  the concerns we 
have here at [Washington 
University.]” 

Sheth believes the com-
ment drive provided a great 
way for students to take 
action. 

“I think it’s really, really 
incredible that students 
are actually doing this and 
bringing light to these issues 
that sometimes a lot of  
people don’t know about, 
because the thing is we 
can learn a lot about these 
things like gender-based 
violence and IPV [Intimate 
Partner Violence] in theory 
in classes, but to go out and 
actually do the activism and 
do the work and fight for 
that policy change is what’s 
really going to impact 
how these things change 
and how we support the 
survivors.”

Seniors Carter Paterson 
and Sophie Elliott also 
believe the comment writing 
drive acted as an opportu-
nity to take action. 

“I feel like we know 
how prevalent this issue is 
on our campus thanks to 
the brave voices of  a lot of  
people over the past year, 
so now it’s absolutely on us 
to act out when we have an 
opportunity and this is an 
opportunity right in front of  
us to get involved,” Paterson 
said. 

“There are other ways to 
get involved and take action 
to combat these sorts of  
things, but this is a really 
great environment to do 
that because it can feel like 
the majority of  people don’t 
know about these issues or 
don’t care. So being here, 
you are surrounded by tons 

of  people who support you 
and support the cause,” 
Elliott said. 

According to Vice 
Chancellor for Student 
Affairs Lori White, the 
University is still working 
on finalizing their own com-
ment to submit in response 
to the proposed Title IX 
regulations. 

“We’ve done a lot of  
work, [and] again I really 
want to commend the stu-
dents for raising the issue 
particularly last spring, and 
we spent a lot of  time over 
the summer responding to 
the concerns that our stu-
dents identify,” White said. 
“We’ve been continuing to 
work on a whole range of  
recommendations based on 
the concerns that have been 
raised by students and con-
cerns we also heard from 
other listening sessions. So 
we think as a University we 
have something important 
to say.” 

Cai said the event had a 
successful turnout in engag-
ing people at all knowledge 
levels about Title IX and 
believes the drive was 
successful in building 
community. 

“I think regardless of  how 
many comments we submit 
in the end…I think some-
thing that’s a long-term goal 
is getting people who are 
passionate about the issue 
to engage in a community 
and talk to each other,” Cai 
said. “To introduce each 
other and feel like they’re 
part of  a larger community 
and movement at Wash. U. 
will be really helpful in help-
ing us attract participants 
for future events and keep-
ing the momentum of  the 
movement going.”

Title Mine plans on hold-
ing another event before the 
comment writing period 
ends.

“The Federal Register is 
down and unable to take 
comments so I think the 
final deadline is going to be 
pushed back for a few days, 
at least according to Mina 
Aria from KnowYourIX. 
So we’re going to work with 
that extra time to finish up 
the comments that people 
[started],” Cai said.  “I think 
we might host another more 
informal, less structured 
comment writing space for 
people. It might just be a 
small room in the Danforth 
University Center for people 
to come together and finish 
writing their comments.”

LIME from page 1 

Sophomore Olly Cohen, 
co-owner of  Bears Bikes, 
says that having Lime on 
campus has not affected 
the number of  rentals at the 
student-run bike business, 
despite concerns about pos-
sible competition when the 
bikes were introduced.

He said students use Lime 
and Bears Bikes for different 
reasons: Lime for short-term 
rentals and Bears Bikes for 
semester or year-long rentals. 

While it hasn’t affected 
rental numbers, the intro-
duction of  Lime has directly 
led Cohen to look into 
short-term options. He is 
developing an app-based 
rental system of two dozen 
bikes for visiting fami-
lies through the Office of  
Admissions, with the goal of  
starting it later this semester.

“[Lime has] changed the 
way we think about the bike 
business and given us some 
new ideas for what we can 
do,” Cohen said. “This 
partnership with the admis-
sions office, we think, has 
the potential to be really 
successful.”

Sophomore Adina Loomis 
said that she believes the 
LimeBikes are convenient to 
have on campus.

“Personally, I like 
LimeBikes because, over 
the summer, when I didn’t 
have a bike, it made it easier 
for me to get around. I used 
them in Forest Park and on 
campus,” Loomis wrote in 
a comment to Student Life. 
“Given the student discount 
that you get, I found that it’s 
a really affordable way to get 
to where I needed to be.”

The Lime partnership was 
extended for three months 
to align with the company’s 
goal of  removing its pedal 
bikes in favor of  electric-
assist ones. The new bikes, 
which will come to St. Louis 
in the spring, use electricity at 
times, like when the rider is 
going uphill, but are mechan-
ical at other times, like when 
the rider is on flat ground. 

The future bikes will 
be more similar to Lime’s 
e-scooters, which are com-
pletely electric. However, 
the discount for bikers with 
a student email address will 
go away. Once the new bikes 
are rolled out in the coming 
months, users will have to 
pay one dollar to unlock a 
bike and 15 cents per min-
ute after that, the same rate 
as the e-scooters, rather than 
50 cents per hour for a pedal 

bike.
While this will make the 

bikes more expensive later 
this year, Steyer thinks they 
will still be a good option for 
students and faculty.

“With the Uber program 
ending at the end of  the 
semester, I think there will 
be a demand for short-trip, 
on-campus to off-campus 
transportation, especially 
in the Loop and the sur-
rounding neighborhoods,” 
Steyer said. “I think the elec-
tric bikes can really fill this 
demand.” 

The Office of  
Sustainability survey also 
gave Steyer ideas for the pro-
gram going into its next three 
months. She learned that 
finding bikes was sometimes 
a problem; so, the office will 
now maintain a baseline 
number of  bikes on campus 
at all times. 

Steyer also said that over 
90 percent of  the survey’s 
450 respondents had a posi-
tive view of the partnership. 

“I’m overall really excited 
about Wash. U. being a part 
of  this big innovation, and I 
really think the bike share is 
a great addition to our trans-
portation option mix,” Steyer 
said.  

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE

Students at an event hosted by Title Mine on Dec. 7 write a comment on the new Title IX 
regulations released by the Department of Education. Title Mine hosted the second Comment 
Writing Party on Jan. 17.
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The Black Rep continues the BLM discussion with ‘Canfield Drive’
SABRINA SPENCE
STAFF WRITER

A pastor addresses the shooting of Michael Brown and the resulting protests to a crowd in Fergu-
son, Mo. in 2014. The crowd gathered in support of the Black Lives Matter movement and included 
Wash. U. students who drove to Ferguson with the Association of Black Students.

MEGAN MAGRAY | STUDENT LIFE

Now that spring semes-
ter has begun, excitement 
can start building for the 
Congress of  the South 40’s 
annual Battle of  the Bands 
and WUStock. For anyone 
unfamiliar with these 
events, here’s how they 
work: CS40 showcases stu-
dent groups at the Battle 
of  the Bands in February, 
and the top three artists 
open for the headlining 
act of  WUStock, CS40’s 
concert on the Swamp in 
April. The name of  that 
headliner is also revealed 
to the student body at the 
Battle of  the Bands.

This year, while that 
formula will remain much 
the same, there is one big 
difference—Battle of  the 
Bands is rebranding as 
Battle of  the Jams.

Sophomore Clarinda 

Tan, CS40’s competitions 
chair, said this renaming 
reflects increasing diversi-
fication of  the student acts 
that will compete in the 
Battle of  the Jams. 

“We want to expand 
the competition beyond 
bands, expand the diver-
sity of  the competition,” 
Tan said. “Any music 
group on campus, whether 
you’re a solo artist or a 
group of  students…can 
apply to perform.”

Though the event has 
only existed since 2015, 
Tan says it is constantly 
changing and updating. 
In the two years she has 
worked on the competi-
tions board, she has seen 
changes from the addition 
of  professors as judges to, 
most notably, an increase 
in solo artists interested in 
performing.

Tan and the rest of  the 
competitions board knew 

they wanted to celebrate 
the inclusion of  those solo 
artists, and eventually 
decided on rebranding the 
event.

Tan hopes the new 
name will help the Battle 
of  the Jams as it continues 
to change and diversify 
into the future. Though 
some bands have par-
ticipated every year, Tan 
stressed that CS40 wants 
the participants to con-
tinue to evolve.

About this year’s Battle 
of  the Jams, Tan said “I 
hope that we get a lot of  
different artists, and that 
students will come out to 
Ursa’s!”

This year’s Battle of  the 
Jams will take place at 7 
p.m. at Ursa’s Stageside 
on Feb. 21. Any artists 
wishing to participate 
must simply submit a 
recording of  their music 
to CS40.

“Canfield Drive” started 
as a response to a series 
of  questions that arose 
with respect to the dispar-
ity between the national 
media coverage of  the 
Michael Brown shoot-
ing and what was being 
described on social media. 
A partnership with The 
Black Repertory Company 
came shortly thereafter, 
and “Canfield Drive” was 
born.

The world premiere of  

“Canfield Drive” with The 
Black Rep casts a fresh 
light on the 2014 shooting 
of  Michael (Mike) Brown 
and the issues of  police 
brutality and race that 
America was forced to 
confront as a result.

Following the Mike 
Brown case from the 
viewpoint of  an African-
American news reporter 
and her white colleague 
covering the story and 
discussing the rising 
race issues in America, 
“Canfield Drive” contin-
ues the hard conversations 

and brings awareness to 
the climate in Ferguson, 
Mo., and even in places 
across the country five 
years later. With a small 
cast of  four actors, the 
various roles needed to 
enhance the narrative—
clergy members, activists, 
movement members, 
political figures, police 
officers, etc.—are played 
by each cast member flu-
idly without regard to the 
gender of  the person por-
trayed. With the addition 
of  various props and cos-
tume pieces, the creation 

of  these characters by the 
four actors truly makes it 
an ensemble piece.

The show begins with 
each member of  the cast 
placing a memento on 
what symbolized the spot 
on Canfield Drive where 
Michael Brown was shot. 
The set was built to look 
in part like a memorial 
for Mike Brown and a 
newsroom where most 
of  the play takes place. 
Media screens are used to 
heighten the experience 
and show clips of  footage 
from the actual Brown 
case and identify the other 
characters to create the 
feeling of  watching the 
Brown case play out on 
the news. As an audience 
member, you feel the 
emotions and the anger 
of  Imani, the African-
American news reporter, 

towards her white col-
league’s uninformed and 
racially-biased rhetoric, 
the system and the people 
that created it. 

By analyzing the dif-
fering relationships of  
minorities and white peo-
ple with law enforcement, 
“Canfield Drive” is strong, 
moving commentary on 
race relations in America 
and serves as a reminder 
that Black Lives Matter. It 
makes you decide whether 
you’re going to “choose 
to show up to the conver-
sation,” or decide not to 
take part in a discussion 
that needs to happen and 
should not stop with Mike 
Brown, should not only 
happen when there’s news 
coverage and should not 
only happen when there’s 
someone there to wit-
ness it. This is a problem 

caused and created by sys-
temic racism in America 
and “Canfield Drive” is 
the play that addresses it 
beautifully. You can turn 
off  the news, but this is a 
play that you simply can-
not ignore. 

Washington University, 
I ask you to make your 
way to Edison Theatre to 
see the world premiere of  
“Canfield Drive.” There’s 
one more week left, with 
shows Wednesday and 
Thursday at 7 p.m., Friday 
and Saturday at 8 p.m. 
and Sunday at 3 p.m. 
Student tickets are $15. 
The show’s run time is 
roughly two hours and it 
is an expansion of  a topic 
we should all be more 
aware of. The theater that 
The Black Rep performs is 
important, and this proves 
it.

CS40 rebrands Battle of the 
Bands as Battle of the Jams
ISABELLA NEUBAUER
STAFF WRITER

The Snapchettes, a band that formed before Battle of the Bands 2018, opens for Timeflies at 
WUStock 2018. The top three bands from Battle of the Jams will get to perform at WUStock.

JIYOON KANG | STUDENT LIFE
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James Baldwin wrote 
“If  Beale Street Could 
Talk” in 1974. At the time, 
his novel was urgent and 
necessary. Unfortunately, 
the film adaptation of  the 
novel, directed by Barry 
Jenkins and released in 
2018, is no less urgent and 
no less necessary than it 
was 45 years ago, a dis-
heartening reality Baldwin 
likely envisioned. Jenkins’ 
“If  Beale Street Could 
Talk” is profound, affect-
ing and essential.

Jenkins starts “If  Beale 
Street Could Talk” with a 
quotation from Baldwin. 
Baldwin explains, “Every 
black person born in 
America was born on 
Beale Street, born in 
the back neighborhood 
of  some American city, 
whether in Jackson, 
Mississippi, or in Harlem, 
New York. Beale Street 
is our legacy. This novel 
deals with the impossibil-
ity and the possibility, 
the absolute necessity, 
to give expression to this 
legacy. Beale Street is a 
loud street. It is left to 
the reader to discern a 
meaning in the beating of  
the drums.” This opening 
quotation frames the film, 
which depicts a specific 
narrative as a means for 
exploring the richness and 
complexity of  black life 
under the stress of  societal 
injustice. The characters 
in “Beale Street” are 
defined by their human-
ity—to quote a Baldwin 
essay, their “beauty, 
dread, power”—but are 
forced by racist institu-
tions and individuals to 
suffer for the blackness of  
their skin.

“If  Beale Street Could 
Talk” opens with the 
formidable love between 
Tish (KiKi Layne) and 
Alonzo, better known as 
Fonny (Stephan James). 
In subtle and efficient 
visual storytelling, Jenkins 
conveys the strength of  
their bond. Then, he 

devastates his audiences 
and flashes forward. Tish 
speaks to the audience 
through voiceover, “I hope 
that nobody has ever had 
to look at anybody they 
love through glass.” Glass 
separates Tish and Fonny 
when they meet in prison. 
Fonny is incarcerated after 
a false rape accusation 
and Tish is pregnant with 
their child. Glass keeps 
Tish and Fonny apart 
physically but cannot 
contain their affection. 
“Beale Street” recounts 
Tish and Fonny’s romance 
and the efforts of  Tish to 
free Fonny from his unde-
served fate.

Jenkins’ technique for 
filming the developing 
romance between Tish 
and Fonny is an exquisite 
triumph of  subjective film-
making. When Tish and 
Fonny look at each other, 
Jenkins films them in 
focused close-ups looking 
directly at the camera. If  
Fonny is on screen, then 
the audience is Tish. If  
Tish is on screen, then 
the audience is Fonny. 
The audience can feel 
the intimacy, because the 
audience participates in 
the relationship.

This style of  filmmak-
ing requires the most 
emotive performances. 
Layne and James abso-
lutely deliver. Notably, 
every performance in the 
film is excellent. Regina 
King has rightfully earned 
substantial praise for her 
role as Tish’s mother, but 
she is only one element 
of  the year’s best support-
ing ensemble. Colman 
Domingo, Teyonah 
Parris, Michael Beach 
and Aunjanue Ellis are 
also similarly excel-
lent in their respective 
roles. In a pivotal early 
scene, Jenkins unites the 
ensemble together so 
that Tish can tell Fonny’s 
family that she is preg-
nant with their child. 
This scene is alternatingly 

funny, heartwarming and 
disturbing. It is the sort 
of  tonal rollercoaster that 
only works with the most 
astute performances. The 
scene succeeds because 
Jenkins trusts his actors 
completely and the actors 
make the audience feel 
their characters’ joy, pain 
and resistance.

Jenkins’ directing 
complements his actors’ 
efforts. He dresses his 
characters in warm colors 
and bathes the screen in 
full natural lighting to 
accentuate their subtle 
features and gestures, he 
commissions orchestral 
scores for each character 
and he moves his camera 
to reflect their emotional 
states.

The film has two sub-
lime scenes that Jenkins 
captures with aplomb. 
The first features—for my 
money—the film’s stand-
out performance from 
Brian Tyree Henry. Henry 
plays Fonny’s close friend, 
Daniel Carty. Carty was 
recently released from 
prison and tells Fonny 
what his experience in 
prison was like. His mono-
logue about perpetual fear 
is truly gut-wrenching. 
Jenkins shoots the conver-
sation with disorienting 
camera work that creates 
a sense of  unease that 
haunts the rest of  the film. 
The sequence illuminates 
the centrality of  fear in the 
black experience, an idea 
Baldwin often returned to 
in his novels and essays. 
This fear is pervasive 
but not unconquerable. 
Baldwin’s characters find 
the strength to overcome 
fear in love. 

An important sub-plot 
in the film is Tish and 
Fonny’s search for an 
apartment in New York 
City. After months of  
apartment hunting to no 
avail, finally Tish and 
Fonny find a Jewish man 
willing to let them live 
in his apartment. This 

is the second scene that 
deserves distinction. 
Fonny and Tish imagine 
their future together. They 
contemplate making a 
brave decision for love 
and plan what their future 
apartment will look like. 
Under Jenkins’ gentle 
direction, this sequence 
is gorgeously done with 
sweeping camera move-
ments, tender dialogue 
and long takes that give 
the actors the room to 
perform uninterrupted. 
Afterwards, Tish and 
Fonny celebrate in the 
streets. Jenkins’ editing 

and graceful handheld 
camera movements cre-
ate cinematic magic that 
leaves the audience in a 
dizzying bliss. 

“If  Beale Street Could 
Talk” is about love, the 
forces that threaten to 
destroy it and the bravery 
of  those that love and 
sacrifice for love. With 
“Beale Street,” there is too 
much to ponder, discuss 
and marvel at. Essays 
could be—and hopefully 
will be—written on the 
film’s score, sound design 
(especially the sound of  
the subway), use of  color, 

understanding depiction 
of  the rape victim and 
occasional application of  
the video essay format. 
To paraphrase Baldwin, 
“Beale Street is a loud 
street. It is left to the 
viewer to discern a mean-
ing in the beating of  the 
drums.” 

“If  Beale Street Could 
Talk” is elegant and lyri-
cal filmmaking. It cements 
Jenkins as one of  the 
finest filmmakers alive. In 
my opinion, it is one of  
the best films of  2018. 

- Pranaya Pahwa, Film 
Editor

Brilliant stand-up 
comedian Ryan Hamilton 
is coming to St. Louis Jan. 
24-26 at Helium Comedy 
Club, just 10 minutes from 
campus. As a native rural 
Idahoan, Hamilton gained 
fame on the New York 
comedy scene and has 
won the hearts of  many. 
Armed with his endear-
ing and wide, toothy 
grin, Hamilton took to 
Netflix’s stage in 2017 
with the premiere of  his 
special, “Happy Face,” an 
appropriate title, indeed. 
Bits in the special ranged 
from crash-landing hot air 
balloons to the shocking 
“new normal” of  the post-
Trump election. His tour 
now features almost all 
new content and undoubt-
edly more laughs, if  that’s 
even possible. 

Hamilton was named 
one of  the Rolling Stone’s 
“Five Comics to Watch”, 
appeared on “Inside Amy 

Schumer”, performed on 
“Conan” and is far past 
being “on the rise.” In 
anticipation to his upcom-
ing trip to St. Louis, 
Student Life had the 
opportunity to catch him 
for an interview and pick 
his comedic brain. 

Hamilton is known 
as a “clean comedian,” 
meaning he doesn’t curse, 
a rarity in the comedic 
world. His content is still 
relevant, tantalizing and 
stomach-stitching good, 
but there’s no vulgarity 
to it. It’s a noteworthy 
attribute of  his comedy 
and almost makes it 
more endearing. It fits his 
appearance as well. In 
“Happy Face,” he notes 
that he has the look of  
someone who could’ve 
sold ice cream in the ’50s. 

To speak to why he 
keeps it clean, Hamilton 
said, “Comedy is just 
about being authentic and 
who you are. It’s almost 
like it chooses you rather 
than you choosing it. So, 

you just have to go where 
you are comfortable, to 
what you’re drawn to, and 
what seems to be natural. 
And that [being clean] 
is where I fit…The great 
comics that I’ve looked 
at, and have always been 
my favorites, have been in 
that clean world. I think 
there can be great comedy 
across the spectrum, it can 
be original and interest-
ing, but for me that tone 
has always been where I 
have fallen…My style has 
changed over the years 
but that aspect has always 
been there from the 
beginning.” 

A chunk of  time in 
Hamilton’s special is 
devoted talking about 
being someone who has 
never drank but still goes 
out with his friends. He 
describes the fear every-
one in the room gets when 
they realize he’s the only 
one that will remember 
the night. 

If  faced with an 
uncomfortable situation 

that feels pressuring, 
Ryan said, “...When I’ve 
ever been in a situation 
like that, [a pressuring 
situation,] it’s mostly me 
creating a situation in my 
own head. As soon as I 
made up my mind [not to 
drink], people respected 
that. Even if  outwardly 
they may not, they respect 
anyone that has resolve to 
do what they want to do.”

Hamilton quipped, “I 
always think it’s funny 
that obviously this is 

poison that I’m putting 
into to my body, you 
know. So, who is really 
the dummy here?” A stun-
ning line to say to the next 
person that asks you to 
chug a beer. 

To aspiring comedians 
at Washington University, 
he says, “...The only way 
to really do comedy, if  
you want to be a come-
dian, is to get on the stage. 
There’s not that much else 
you can do, other than 
the act of  doing it…The 

other thing is to just be 
yourself  and don’t com-
pare yourself  to anyone. 
Understand that everyone 
has their own path and 
everyone’s path is going to 
be unique…you only need 
to compare yourself  to 
your own potential.” 

Join him in St. Louis 
this weekend in a city he 
“feels a kinship to.” Have 
your heart warmed, and 
walk out with a “happy 
face” created by the man 
with the happiest one. 

‘Clean comedian’ Ryan Hamilton to perform at Helium Comedy Club
KATY HUTSON
SENIOR EDITOR
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While most students recov-
ered from their first week 
of classes, the Washington 
University men’s basketball 
team traveled east to take on 
two conference opponents this 
weekend.

The Bears opened the week-
end against the Violets of New 
York University, who came 
into Friday night’s contest with 
a three game losing streak and 
a 6-8 record overall for the sea-
son. NYU had also not won 
a conference game up to this 
point (0-3), and they were look-
ing to change that for the better. 

On the other side of the 

coin, Wash. U. held a steady 
8-6 record with only one con-
ference win under their belts, 
looking to add more before 
heading back to St. Louis. 
After tying a single game 
record for three pointers (17) 
in an exhilarating upset against 
nationally ranked University 
of Rochester squad the week 
prior, they were looking to ride 
that positive momentum to 
climb the standings as much as 
they could. 

Following the opening tip 
off, neither team pulled away 
and the game became a back 
and forth showdown for the 
first ten minutes of the game. 
Exchanging leads appeared to 
be the name of the game until 

junior center Hank Hunter 
ignited the start of a 13-0 run 
midway into the first half with 
a tip-in second chance bucket. 
The Bears kept the lead hover-
ing around ten points for the 
remainder of the first half until 
they ended things on a four 
point play by sophomore guard 
Jack Nolan. Wash. U. went 
back to the locker room with a 
comfortable 15-point lead. 

Wash. U. stood their ground 
against NYU’s aggressive start 
to the second half. Despite 
their best efforts, NYU would 
only manage to shave the lead 
to 11 points five minutes into 
the half. After those first few 
minutes, the Red and Green 
took control of the game. The 
Bears gradually increased their 
lead up to an insurmountable 
26 points several times late in 
the contest. The game ended 
with an unceremonious blow-
out, 91-70.

This victory added to Wash. 
U.’s dominant history against 
NYU, marking their sixth win 
in a row against the Violets, 
and making their overall record 
against them 48-15. 

Hunter, who scored a 
game high 22 points includ-
ing 14 in the first half, tied 
with NYU’s forward Bobby 
Hawkinson with a game high 
of 12 rebounds. His presence 
and dominant play helped 
the Bears grow their impres-
sive lead. Three other Wash. 
U. starters joined Hunter with 
double digit performances, 
including sophomore guard 
Jack Nolan with 15, freshman 
forward Justin Hardy with 13 
and junior forward DeVaughn 
Rucker with 18. Nolan was 
perfect from behind the arc, 

making all four of his attempts 
from three point land. 

Wash. U. shot an impressive 
51.4 percent from the field, 45 
percent from behind the arc, 
out-rebounded NYU by nine, 
had 23 second chance points 
and had an abundance of  
points in the paint with 46. 

Improving to 9-6 on the sea-
son, the Bears looked to add on 
to their win total against their 
second opponent of the week-
end, the Brandeis Judges, early 
Sunday morning. Going into 
the game, Brandeis University 
had a record of 10-5 and had 
won three out of four confer-
ence games. 

After the initial tipoff, Wash. 
U. wasted no time jumping out 
to 7-0 lead in the first couple 
minutes of the game. They 
kept a respectable amount of  
distance from the Brandeis 
team for a majority of the first 
half, leading by nine with a 
little over eight minutes to go 

in the half. However, Brandeis 
was determined to stay in the 
game. They managed to crawl 
up the scoreboard until they 
tied the game at 22 with a 
minute and a half to go. Their 
lockdown defense made it hard 
for Wash. U. to get any good 
looks on their possessions, 
while their offense continued 
to produce, giving Brandeis a 
five point lead going into the 
half. 

Coming out of the locker 
room, the Judges looked to 
continue their deadly combi-
nation of defense and offense, 
increasing their lead to double 
figures in the first couple of  
minutes. Wash. U. fought back 
to take the lead with a score of  
43-42 with seven and a half to 
go. From that point on, it was 
a intense game that went back 
and forth. 

Late in the game, Nolan 
sunk two free throws after 
an intentional foul to give 

the Bears a three-point lead. 
The Judges had 18 seconds 
to create a chance to tie and 
potentially force overtime, 
but the last-second three point 
heave from senior guard Corey 
Sherman didn’t find its way to 
the bottom of the net. The final 
score was 53-50 with Wash. U. 
taking its second victory of the 
weekend. 

Hunter once again added 
a double-double with a game 
high of 17 points and 10 
rebounds. Nolan added 14 
points to his stat line. Overall, 
Wash. U. shot 39.2 percent 
from the field, 30.8 percent 
from three point range, out-
rebounded Brandeis by 11, 
scored 11 second chance points 
and had 24 points from the 
paint. 

At 10-6 overall and 3-2 in 
conference play, the Bears will 
look to continue their success 
against Carnegie-Mellon next 
Friday, Jan. 25 at 8 p.m.

Men’s basketball takes two matches against East Coast rivals over weekend
MIGUEL CAMPOS
STAFF REPORTER

Junior DeVaughn Rucker pushes toward the basket against Fontbonne University defense in 
December. Friday, Rucker scored 18 as the Bears beat New York University on the road, 91-70

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE

Freshman Justin Hardy dunks the ball to increase Washington 
University’s lead over Fontbonne University in December.

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE



This weekend, the 
Washington University 
women’s basketball team 
picked up two convinc-
ing wins away from 
home against New York 
University and Brandeis. 
Wash. U. dominated both 
games from start to finish 
finding ways to score from 
both within the paint and 
beyond the arc. 

The Bears’ weekend of  
play began Friday night 
in New York, as Wash. 
U. defeated New York 
University by a final score 
of  76-61. While the Bears 
did struggle with turnovers 
(recording 21 to NYU’s 
17), the Bears dominated 
in the paint, while also 
shooting 47 percent from 
the field. However, the 
biggest factor by far in 
the Bears’ win was bench 
production. Wash. U.’s 
bench outscored the NYU 
bench 30-4, showing a 
clear advantage in team 
depth over NYU. Senior 
forward Madeline Homoly 
recorded a double-double 
for the Bears, scoring 27 
points and pulling down 
11 rebounds. With her per-
formance, Homoly moved 
up to 10th in Wash. U.’s 

all-time scoring list with 
1,115 points. Senior guard 
Becca Clark-Callender 
also dished a team-high 
seven assists. Last, and 
certainly not least, coach 
Randi Henderson reached 
a momentous milestone in 
her coaching career, as she 
recorded her 200th career 
win Friday night. 

After a great perfor-
mance in New York, the 
Bears moved on to face 
Brandeis Sunday.  The 
game began with both 
teams trading baskets. 
The Bears’ lead did not 
begin to expand until late 
in the first quarter. Then 
from the final two minutes 
of  the first and into the 
beginning of  the second, 
the Bears went on an 8-2 
run, extending their lead 
to 24-15 a minute into the 
second quarter. The second 
quarter would prove to be 
crucial for the Bears, as 
they quickly began to pull 
away from Brandeis. The 
Bears began to capitalize 
off  of  Brandeis’s mistakes, 
as Brandeis racked up six 
turnovers in the second 
quarter. The Bears’ offense 
also began to start clicking, 
with players like junior for-
ward Kristina Schmelter, 
senior guard Caroline 
Ballard, and senior forward 

Stephanie Botkin putting 
up points for the Bears. 
By halftime, the Bears had 
extended their lead to 16, 
as they went into the locker 
room leading 45-29. 

While at this point in a 
game, some teams would 
have taken their foot off  
of  the pedal, the Bears 
never looked back. Wash. 
U. recorded a Golden 

State Warriors-esque per-
formance, exploding for a 
huge third quarter offen-
sively. Scoring 29 points 
in the quarter, the Bears’ 
offense kept the momen-
tum they gained from the 
first half, as Botkin began 
to heat up from the field. 
By the end of  the third, the 
Bears’ lead had ballooned 
to 24, as Wash. U. took a 

74-50 lead into the final 
quarter of  play. From there 
Wash. U. kept the pres-
sure on and cracked triple 
figures to top Brandeis 
101-67. Botkin recorded a 
team-high 20 points, while 
for the second game in a 
row, Clark-Callendar lead 
the team in assists. 

The final horn of  the 
Brandeis game ended a 

productive weekend for 
the Bears, as they picked 
up two crucial wins on the 
road. With these two wins, 
the Bears moved to 11-5 on 
the season, and 5-0 in UAA 
play. Next weekend, the 
Bears will take on Carnegie 
Mellon on Friday and Case 
Western on Sunday, hoping 
to continue their impressive 
win streak. 

W H Y  S Y N E R G Y  H E A L T H ?  
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Women’s basketball’s win streak continues with wins against Brandeis, NYU
HEMAN DUPLECHAN
STAFF REPORTER

Freshman Hayley Semple shoots over a Fontbonne defender in the Field House on Dec. 11. After beating New York University 
70-61 Friday night, Wash. U. defeated Brandeis University 101-67 Sunday afternoon to extend their win streak to six games.

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE

I knew how the game 
would end before it even 
began.

When I turned on the 
game, seconds before Sony 
Michel punched in his first 
score of  the day, I knew 
that victory was already 
out of  reach. Watching us 
struggle through the first 
half  on both sides of  the ball 
was almost comfortable. I 
remember watching Todd 
Haley’s Chiefs struggle to 
score as balls petered out of  
Matt Cassel’s pathetic arm 
and into the dirt. I remem-
ber when we thought Ricky 
Stanzi might be the quar-
terback of  the future, even 
though we all knew how 
bleak of  a future that would 
be. I remember watching 
Alex Smith look like a deer 
in the headlights in a sleepy 
slugfest against the Bills in 
2017. A decade of  fandom 
has produced this exact 
scene, in different colors, 
on repeat. Watching Patrick 
Mahomes fail to create 

something from nothing was 
a reminder of  how things 
have always been. 

DJ Swearinger is trash. A 
cheap shot on Travis Kelce 
put the only real playmaker 
on the Chiefs out for the 
second half  of  the 2017 
NFL Playoffs. The second 
half  was painful to watch. 
Alex Smith is useless with 
no weapons. Bob Sutton 
is useless. Period. Marcus 
Mariota looks like an NFL 
quarterback as the Chiefs 
show him remedial defenses 
and dare him to come back 
from an 18-point deficit. He 
does. Not only does he lead 
the Titans with his arm, he 
is rushing effectively and, to 
seal the game, he throws a 
block against Frank Zombo. 
Mariota outdueled the entire 
Chiefs team. And in doing 
so, he created a fresh way to 
serve up our annual playoff  
suffering.

The Chiefs aren’t losers. 
They’ve dominated their 
division for the last three 
years. They have made the 
playoffs in five out of  the 
last six seasons. Yet in the 

playoffs, they’re a train-
wreck. They find ways to 
lose in profoundly disap-
pointing ways. And they’re 
always entertaining.

At the goal line, Tom 
Brady looks as unflappable 
as ever. There is no cracks 
in the armor. I know that 
the Patriots are going to 
score. I had already counted 
the points. Then, a miracle: 
Anthony Hitchens, the worst 
linebacker in the NFL this 
season (No. 92 out of  93 
according to Pro Football 
Focus), covers the most 
dominant tight end in the 
game so well that it forces 
a bad pass. Reggie Ragland 
intercepts the greatest player 
in NFL history in the end-
zone. I yelped in surprise, 
then screamed in frustra-
tion as he attempted to 
forfeit the 20 yards he’d get 
by just kneeling by running 
out of  the endzone. If  there 
is one lesson I’ve learned 
watching the Chiefs play 
defense this year, it is that 
Chiefs linebackers are not 
that smart. Still, Ragland’s 
interception was a welcome 

reprieve at this point in the 
game. Suffocating play from 
an opponent punctuated by 
moments of  fleeting hope is 
familiar for the Kansas City 
in the winter.

In 2016 playoffs, against 
the Steelers, the Chiefs 
allowed six field goals, but 
only six field goals. LeVeon 
Bell ran the ball with such…
patience. Stopping, shuf-
fling, darting through gaps 
that appeared suddenly and 
vanished before anyone 
could have perceived them. 
As I watched him take the 
air out of  the ball, I gained a 
quiet admiration for him. He 
is a rare talent, almost like a 
modern Barry Sanders. But 
instead of  60-yard explo-
sions, his almost sagacious 
waiting games net six yards 
and first down. The Chiefs’ 
offense struggled to produce 
for most of  the game (scor-
ing early to lead 7-3 and 
again in the third to bring 
the score to 10-15), but last 
in the second half, down 
eight points, the Alex Smith 
converted a fourth down 
to get the Chiefs to the one 
yard line and Spencer Ware 
punched it in to bring the 
score to 16-18. The Chiefs 
went for the two-point con-
version and got it. At this 
point, my dad and I were 
jumping up and down in 
glee. But Eric Fisher tackled 
the person he was blocking, 
taking that conversion off  
the board. There was a kind 
of  hopelessness in watching 
the Chiefs attempt to convert 
a 12-yard two point conver-
sion, knowing that they 
struggled to gain 12 yards 
in one play all season. But 
here we were, with the game 
on the line, praying for a 
miracle. But God must have 
been busy. The conversion 
failed, the Steelers ran the 
clock down, and we lost. As 
always.

Kicking off  the second 
half, I was already counting 
the Chiefs out. The Patriots 
were clicking. They were 
running the ball well and we 
had one of  the worst running 
defenses in the league this 
year. It wasn’t the Patriots’ 
running game that char-
acterized the second half, 
though. It was the Chiefs’ 
passing game. Pat Mahomes 
completed a deep pass to 
Sammy Watkins, then fin-
ished the drive with a dart to 
Travis Kelce. Suddenly, we 
had a ballgame. It’s almost 
refreshing to be chasing the 

Patriots. I know very well 
that comebacks are in the 
question.

Up three scores against 
the Colts in the 2013 play-
offs, Andrew Luck built 
his legacy by crushing the 
dreams of  Chiefs fans. 
Losing to Andrew Luck is as 
painful as beating Andrew 
Luck. He is impossible to 
dislike, which is most hate-
able quality. His constant 
smile, cheery demeanor 
and beautiful style of  play 
is endearing, but watching 
him mount a historic come-
back against your hometown 
team is like watching your 
dad get mauled by the fam-
ily dog. He threw a strike to 
TY Hilton to give the Colts 
a 44-45 lead. This game was 
41-24 at one point. People 
talk about comebacks from 
the perspective of  the leader 
of  them often. There is no 
guide to watching your team 
be on the receiving end of  
one. As Alex Smith tried to 
will his demoralized team 
back into the game, his sup-
porters were in a state of  
stunned acceptance. We 
knew we weren’t going to 
win this game. Andrew Luck 
is the NFL’s protagonist: Jon 
Snow in a league filled with 
characters to be sacrificed. It 
would be bad writing to have 
the hero come up short after 
accomplishing something 
so incredible. So, the Chiefs 
failed to convert a fourth and 
11, and the game was over. 
Sobbing, I turned to my 
father and I asked, “Are we 
cursed?” He wiped my tears 
away and said, reassuringly, 
“maybe.” 

There is a different aura 
around this Chiefs team. 
I love Alex Smith, but Pat 
Mahomes is an entirely dif-
ferent beast. Even the Chiefs’ 
losses this year were spectac-
ular: the shoot-out against 
the Rams, the almost-come-
back against the Patriots, 
the grudge match against 
the Chargers. This team is 
exciting. And for the first 
time ever, it seemed like 
we could really do it. And 
nothing was in the way to 
derail us. No major injuries. 
No insurmountable holes. 
This year was different. Pat 
Mahomes was slicing up 
the Patriots. Tom Brady was 
making mistakes. Daniel 
Sorenson, my least favor-
ite player in the league, was 
making incredible plays. 
He intercepted the greatest 
player in NFL history. And 

someone demolished Julian 
Edelman for good measure. 
I was trying to remain calm 
as we take a 21-17 lead, but 
I was starting to believe that 
we can win this.

With two minutes left, 
Brady lead his team down 
for a touchdown to take the 
lead. I would have been gen-
uinely shocked if  he hadn’t. 
But the wrinkle in the for-
mula is that this time, Pat 
Mahomes lead the Chiefs 
on a drive that ends in a 
game-tying field goal. We 
were going to overtime. We 
survived a Brady comeback. 
We looked the devil in his 
beady little eyes, and said, 
“not today”. I am on top of  
the world. But only briefly. 

The turning point of  the 
game wasn’t a play. It was 
the overtime coin toss. New 
England Patriots running 
back James White called it 
correctly and took the ball. I 
knew then we were going to 
lose. I was convinced that the 
Patriots were going to score 
a touchdown and end the 
game. Tom Brady got the ball 
and led the most milquetoast 
game-winning drive I have 
ever seen. It was methodi-
cal—nay, it was mechanical. 
It was not a trainwreck; it 
was watching a tree burn. 
Bob Sutton blitzed one time 
total. It was a five man pres-
sure with no stunt and no 
coverage change up. Bob 
Sutton was useless. Period. 
As the Patriots get down 
within the five yard line, I 
began bracing myself  for the 
inevitable. Then, on second 
down, two yards away from 
the goal line, I see it end. Rex 
Burkhead is going to run 
directly at Anthony Hitchens 
and stomp into the end zone. 
Five seconds before the ball 
was snapped, I was laughing 
maniacally because it was 
already over. There is the 
optimistic child in me—the 
one that had his heart ripped 
out and eaten year after 
year—that entertains the 
notion that the Chiefs could 
be something more than 
what they have always been. 
But my sheer optimism can-
not deny destiny. Burkhead 
bangs in. 37-31. It’s over.

I couldn’t have predicted 
overtime. Or that Mahomes 
would have three touch-
downs and match Brady. Or 
that our defense would come 
up big down the stretch. But 
I knew that there was only 
one way this would end: 
disappointment.

Same as it ever was: The Chiefs continue their annual trend of disappointing me
DORIAN DEBOSE
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR
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For the first time 
in years, Washington 
University’s spring semes-
ter started the same way 
as the average week: on 
a Monday. Previously, 
the third Monday in 
January was treated as an 
extra travel day, a time to 
regroup before the start 
of  the semester or the last 
day of  sorority recruit-
ment. Despite Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day being 
a national holiday, students 
felt little of  its impact. 

This year, use the rare 

Monday free of  classes 
as an opportunity for per-
sonal growth. Considering 
that students have been 
on campus for a week and 
little homework has been 
assigned since then, there 
are few excuses to not 
participate in events on 
campus or in the greater St. 
Louis area. 

Washington University 
will host its annual Dr. 
Martin Luther King 
Jr. Commemorative 
Celebration from 7 to 8:30 
p.m. in Graham Chapel. At 

the event, Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton and his wife, Risa 
Zwerling Wrighton, will 
receive the 2019 Rosa L. 
Parks Award for their con-
tributions to community 
initiatives. Additionally, 
Dr. Camara Phyllis Jones, 
an epidemiologist and 
researcher of  the impact of  
racism on healthcare, will 
present a celebration lec-
ture from 4 to 6 p.m. in the 
Eric P. Newman Center at 
the School of  Medicine. 

Involvement shouldn’t 
stop with the return of  

classes on Tuesday. This 
week, Black Anthology 
will present their 30th 
annual performance, titled 
“The Creation,” and the 
Black Rep will put on their 
newest show, “Canfield 
Drive.” Later in February, 
the University will host its 
annual “Day of  Discovery, 
Dialogue & Action.” While 
programming has not yet 
been announced, past 
years’ events have featured 
a keynote speaker with 
smaller breakout sessions 
in the afternoon. 

Separate from sched-
uled events, there are 
many ways to continue 
your newfound passion 
for equity education on 
campus. The Center for 
Diversity and Inclusion 
(CDI) provides 10 different 
self-study guides for topics 
from “Intersectionality” to 
“Equity in St. Louis,” each 
with videos, news articles, 
book recommendations 
and course listings for you 
to work through and select 
at your own pace. The 
CDI can also help student 

groups by facilitating 
trainings, workshops and 
conversations on a wide 
range of  topics. 

The Student Life 
Editorial Board often 
opines about how 
Washington University 
students forget the last 
three words of  our school’s 
name. For everyone, 
including us, it’s easy to 
think that acknowledging 
the problem is enough. 
This year, commit to mak-
ing a change. Tomorrow is 
the perfect day to start. 

It happens too often. Far 
too often. I am sitting at 
my desk, minding my own 
business, struggling to fit my 
knees in the measly space 
between my chair and the 
one in front of  me and then, 
boom. Whoever is sitting in 
front of  me leans back, they 
begin flipping, whipping 
and moving their hair way 
more than is appropriate 
for a class. In this series of  
unnecessary and distracting 
movements, the offender’s 
hair flips back and settles. It 
settles right across my com-
puter screen. I do not care 
how much you shampoo 

and/or condition. I do not 
feel any desire to smell 
your Garnier or Pantene or 
whatever you use. I do not 
want to be involved with a 
stranger’s hair. It’s…well, 
just plain icky. 

I’m hit with a wave of  
panic. How do I react? I 
could ignore the intrusion, 
but this would mean being 
unable to see or use my lap-
top, which essentially the 
same as forfeiting the class. 
I could switch to taking 
handwritten notes, but in 
my experience this runs the 
risk of  my pencil becoming 
tangled with said hair, fur-
ther escalating the situation. 
I could tap the offender’s 
shoulder and ask them to 

move their hair, but this 
could be distracting to the 
class and involves a great 
deal more confrontation 
than I am comfortable with 
initiating. I could move the 
hair myself, but touching a 
stranger’s hair feels simulta-
neously nasty and creepy. I 
suppose I could use a pen-
cil to move the hair, but this 
eliminates the nasty and 
keeps the creepy. The only 
feasible option becomes to 
awkwardly maneuver my 
laptop out from its hairy 
prison in a discreet enough 
manner to avoid making 
things weird(er?). However, 
this victory only lasts a few 
moments until the hair is 
flipped once again and my 

laptop is either pulled back 
into the prison or I must 
position myself  sideways, 
pulling my computer to my 
chest in a desperate attempt 
to keep both of  us safe. 

Taking over other peo-
ple’s desks is not just an 
offense done by those with 
long hair; during the colder 
months, fluffy winter coats 
are often shed without care 
and left covering the desk 
behind it. I don’t care if  
you spent $1,000 on your 
Canada Goose. If  you want 
to wrap your face in coyote 
skins, that’s your (immoral) 
business. However, I for one 
really do not want to touch 
it. In general, the hoods 
of  other people’s winter 

coats are nearly impossible 
to move off  of  your desk 
yourself  without simply 
flipping it onto the head of  
their respective owners. The 
other (and only feasible) 
option is to ask the owner 
to move their coat, which 
means an awkward social 
interaction. No. Thank. 
You. 

There is a solution to this 
struggle, one that can be 
done without forcing every-
one to have shorter hair or 
go hoodless. One so simple I 
feel it should not even need 
to be said, but here we are: 
Everyone could be mildly 
considerate of  other people. 
Shocking, I know. Just be 
mindful of  where you are 

in space. Don’t spread your 
possessions (hair or oth-
erwise) across more desks 
than one person is meant to 
be taking up in a classroom. 
I know these actions are not 
done purposely—humani-
ties classrooms are often 
so cramped that it I cannot 
sit straight and fit my legs 
within the confines of  the 
chair. But still, it is no secret 
that the rooms are cramped. 
Everyone should be aware 
enough of  the limited 
space to know to watch the 
amount of  space they are 
occupying. Do not inhibit 
other students’ ability to 
learn and think about more 
than the course material the 
next time you go to class.  

Winter break is great. 
It is full of  food, sleep, 
reading for pleasure and 
a certain type of  bore-
dom that makes you miss 
Washington University for 
the nanosecond before you 
come to your senses. My 
break was dominated by an 
overabundance of  opin-
ions that I wanted to write 
about. Instead of  writing 
30 articles about things that 
have already passed, here 
are a select few in rapid-fire, 
lightning-round style.

Netflix is 
winning the 

streaming wars 
with memes

With there being too 
many streaming ser-
vices to keep track of, 
(Netflix, Hulu, YouTube 
TV, Amazon Video, 
DC Universe, Disney+, 
Facebook Watch, IGTV 
and every network’s 
website) there needs 
to be a clear winner so 
we can stop keeping 
track of  so many. While 
all have great original 
content meant for their 

respective audiences, 
Netflix is clearly winning 
with their dominance 
of  social media through 
memes. “Bird Box” was 
a cultural phenomenon, 
“Bandersnatch” showed 
us how choose your 
own adventure could be 
done with television and 
“Tidying Up with Marie 
Kondo” somehow made 
cleaning a fun activ-
ity. Control the memes, 
control the media cycle, 
control the world. 

Presidential 
elections 

shouldn’t start 
this early

There are over 600 days 
until the next presidential 
election, and there are 
already several Democrats 
who have announced 
their campaigns. I know 
this is how these cam-
paigns have worked for 
a while, but can we push 
them back until the end 
of  the summer? We know 
who is going to run but, 
please, can everyone 
just silently run until the 
weather starts to get cold 
again? The world needs a 
break from politics. 

“The Masked 
Singer” is the 
greatest reality 

show in the world
Based on the South 

Korean reality show 
“King of  the Mask 
Singer,” this new reality 
show has become my lat-
est obsession. There are 
no stakes, no sob stories 
and the costumes are 
fantastic. Guessing the 
famous people who are 
singing behind intricate 
costumes is exactly the 
type of  turn-your-brain-
off, no-artificial-drama 
type of  show that 
America needs right now.

Never order 
anything day-of
I ordered the new 

Google Pixel 3 two min-
utes after it was available 
in October. Over the last 
three months, the price 
has gone done several 
times, most recently 
by $150. To add insult 
to injury, some of  the 
deals include free acces-
sories. Google isn’t the 
only company guilty of  

this, nor is this phenom-
enon limited to phones. 
Video game pre-orders 
are notorious for it, with 
people shelling out $20 on 
top of  a $60 game for extra 
content that really should be 
included in the base game. 
Even more, you also don’t 
know if  the game is even 
worth buying. Save yourself  
time, anxiety and money by 
waiting the 30 extra days for 
the prices to go down. 

New Year’s  Eve is 
better spent at home

What is the most 
stressful holiday? In 
my opinion, it’s New 
Years’ Eve. Because it 
follows immediately 
after Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, you typically 
don’t spend it with family; 
so, you hope for an epic 
adventure that you plan on 
remembering for the rest 
of  your life. It rarely goes 
your way, and usually ends 
up with spending too much 
money, being in spaces 
that are too crowded, being 
too cold and staying out 
too late for something that 
isn’t worth it. I’ve found 
being with friends/family 
at home all night is the way 
to go. You can eat the food 
you want, leave when you 

want, stay warm and not 
spend any money. It’s a 
perfect way to start the new 
year.

High-speed trains 
need to be a 

national priority
Like most college 

students, I travel home for 
breaks, usually by plane. 
But flying is one of  the 
worst ways to travel. You 
get to this huge airport 
hours before you have to 
so you can get through 
security that may or may 
not get you through in 
under an hour. You then sit 
in a metal tube, with barely 
enough space for your legs, 
and fly with everyone’s 
germs just continually 
circulating for hours. You 
also have to pay hundreds 
of  dollars for this fantastic 
experience. Trains, on the 
other hand, allow you more 
space and don’t have the 
same ridiculous secu-
rity routine that airports 
do. Other countries and 
continents already have 
extensive transportation 
networks fueled by trains. 
More high-speed trains 
could also reduce over-
crowding in cities as more 
people could live further 

away, but still work down-
town. As housing prices 
rise in already expensive 
cities, finding a way to 
lessen this burden can only 
help. 

There should be 
a way to forgive 
federal student 

loan debt
The amount of  student 

loan debt is over $1 tril-
lion, and still growing. 
Most student loans can’t 
be included in bankruptcy 
filings, meaning the thing 
that probably put you in 
the position to file won’t 
go away. Student loan debt 
is preventing an entire gen-
eration of  Americans from 
living their lives, and rising 
education costs coupled 
with more people staying 
in the workforce longer 
only makes the problem 
worse. There needs to be 
a way for student loans to 
be forgiven faster and in 
larger quantities. Maybe 
working for the federal 
government in high-need 
areas can come with loan 
forgiveness. I don’t know, 
but what I do know is that 
the problem needed to be 
solved 10 years ago.

STAFF EDITORIAL

More than just a day off 

A plea for the respect of desk space
LAUREN ALLEY
SENIOR FORUM EDITOR

Cold winter, hot takes
MATTHEW WALLACE
STAFF WRITER



Washington University 
Welcome Week is abso-
lutely wild, but the 
wildest part is the days 
after the crazy nights. 
Whether it be navigating 
course schedules or the 
blight of  icy sidewalks, 
we’re here to remedy 
some fears and solve 
some problems the second 
week might bring. Even 
if  you didn’t go out, the 
aftermath of  that week 
sure brings a headache to 
us all. 

You didn’t do  
the reading the 

entire week 

You gotta get used 
to skimming. The first 
paragraph, the last para-
graphs, the paragraphs 
the instructor talked 
about in lecture. Or just 
drop the class if  you 
can’t do it. There’s no 
point staying in a class 
you won’t be successful 
in because you can’t be 
motivated to use your 
literacy skills. 

You lost your 
Wash. U. ID card 

To the Women’s build-
ing! You’ve either lost all 
of  your credibility with 
your friends for never 
losing an ID, or you’re 
falling right back into 
a pattern and there’s 
an “8” inscribed on the 
bottom left of  your card. 
If  the building is closed 
and you’re out of  luck, 

lurk around doors until 
someone can let you into 
buildings. Try to scheme 
those meal points from 
friends whose parents 
forced them to get the 
gold plan. 

You saw your 
Teaching Assistant 

while you were 
out on the town 

The add/drop period is 
still open. Let’s say you 
did the good ole duck and 
run? Stay in the class, 
they are more embar-
rassed than you are. And 
hey! If  you had a rapport, 
it might end up working 
in your favor.

You didn’t go  
to any events  
and now you  
have fomo 

It’s Wash. U. You will 
have more opportuni-
ties. Stop your crying 
and enjoy your restful, 
healthy and prepared 
start to the semester. 
You will make friends, 
don’t worry about that. 
And you’ll probably be 
closer if  the friendship 
was formed in a normal 
environment. Who has 
ever said that sweating 
buckets in a basement 
or a bar was the “best 
night of  their lives”? That 
would be grossly overstat-
ing things. 

You convinced 
yourself an 8 a.m. 

would be okay 

Look at it this way. Now 
you have more to complain 

about than your friends! 
And isn’t that what we’re 
all striving for? Someone 
says they’re tired? Say you 
have an 8 a.m.! Your friend 
has a cold? So what? You 
have an 8am! You’ll never 
lose the Misery Olympics 
again. 

None of your 
textbooks are in 
but all of your 

readings are due 

We’ve all heard the 
Wash. U. myth that 
professors always post the 
readings online for the 
first few classes. But, alas, 
myths are myths for a rea-
son. Ask your classmates 
if  you can take a PDF 
scan or pictures of  their 
book(s). You’ll get your 
work done and maybe 
even make a new friend. 

You left your  
winter coat at 

home 

Layer up with every 
free t-shirt you’ve 
received since Bear 
Beginnings. Possibilities 
include the shirt you got 
in the mail when you got 
into Wash. U., your pre-o 
shirt and the one with the 
cartoon of  Chancellor 
Martin’s face on it. You’ll 
be warm and probably the 
most spirited person on 
campus… ever. 

It’s the second 
week of school 
and Ibby’s stole 
your meal points 

We’ve all fallen victim 
to the bananas foster. Join 

the Free Food WashU 
GroupMe for the latest 
updates on half  eaten 
pizzas lying around the 
DUC and three-day-old 
sandwiches found in the 
depths of  Olin. Mmmm…
delicious. 

You dropped 
pre-med…no one 

knows… 

There’s always 

consulting! At least that’s 
what you’ll tell your 
parents. Be a rebel and 
go against the Wash. U. 
mold. You may have less 
job prospects, but at least 
you’ll have your sanity. If  
it was the right decision for 
you, it should be the right 
decision to them, too. 

Ubers ain’t free 

We’re living in a 

free-Uber-less age here 
at Wash. U. We were 
spoiled. In some cases, 
rotten. And now you 
have to brave the cold 
or get that fat parking 
ticket. Choose wisely, 
my friends. Heart disease 
is real and exercise is 
healthy. Even if  you 
think you can make those 
parking tickets go away, 
your heart will thank you 
for the extra cardio.
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Since arriving at 
Washington University 
in St. Louis, I have 
heard a slew of  different 
slang terms. Being from 
Connecticut, my slang 
derives mostly from New 
York, New Jersey and 
sometimes even Long 
Island. Given this far-
reaching influence, I’ve 
grown familiar with a mul-
titude of  phrases. However, 
there are definitely a few 
terms that were jarring and 
confusing. Still, after asking 
around I believe I currently 
have a pretty good handle 
on the most commonly 
used colloquialisms. 

I’m Hip v. Same

‘I’m hip’ is perhaps 

the most egregious term 
I have heard. It comes 
from the D.C. area, and, 
from what I can gather, is 
used as an assurance of  
agreement or understand-
ing. Basically, it’s just 
another term for ‘same,’ 
but at least now you 
know. 

Twisted v. 

Crossed

While I believe the 
entire term for being 
drunk and high at the 
same time is ‘cross-
faded,’ most people I 
know simply use the 
word ‘crossed.’ However, 
there are a select group 
of  people, mostly from 
Colorado, who have 
dubbed this state-of-being 
‘twisted.’ 

Booted v. Yakked

There are probably 
millions of  terms that our 
generation has created to 
replace the words ‘throw-
ing up,’ but ‘booted’ is 
what people from my area 
say. I have also heard a 
few people from Long 
Island use the word. 
However, when asking 
around, I discovered that 
very few people actu-
ally knew what ‘booted’ 
meant. Instead, several 
people informed me that 
the term ‘yakked’ was 
most common in their 
area. There were also quite 
a few people who had no 
other term than ‘throwing 
up’ or ‘vomiting.’ 

Obnr v. squared

You may simply just 

say someone left you on 
read, but, in case you 
were wondering, ‘obnr’ 
(open but not responded) 
generally refers to 
the action of  opening 
a Snapchat without 
responding to it—yes, 
it’s very self-explanatory. 
While I have rarely ever 
used this term, a girl 
from Atlanta told me she 
and her friends called 
this action ‘squaring’ 
someone. Again, this 
makes sense given the 
open square that pops up 
every time you open a 
Snapchat. 

Darty v. Dager

I’m fairly sure that 
most people say ‘darty’-
-I know I do—however, 
I have met many people 
from the Bay Area, and 

apparently their cor-
rect term for a party 
that occurs in the day 
time is ‘dager,’ as in a 
‘day rager’ instead of  
a ‘day party.’ This one 
was alarming to hear at 
first, but after hearing 
the word over and over 
again, I’ve realized it’s 
kind of  fun to say.

Brick

I’ve never actually 
heard anyone say this 
before attending Wash. 
U., but apparently quite 
a few New Yorkers use 
this word to describe 
incredibly cold weather.  

Fully v. Hella

These ones are pretty 
easy to understand; 
however, I simply find it 

interesting that people 
still say ‘hella.’ Everyone 
from my area says ‘fully’ 
as a replacement for 
very, as in, “I’m fully 
done.” Apparently, 
though, there is a con-
centrated population in 
the Bay Area, as well as 
people scattered around 
the country, who use the 
term ‘hella’ instead. 

Bet 

OK, I have talked to 
so many people who 
are incredibly confused 
by this word. While I 
personally don’t use this 
term, I definitely know 
people in Connecticut 
who do. Essentially, 
‘Bet’ means ‘OK’ or ‘for 
sure.’ It is, in essence, a 
shortened term for ‘you 
bet.’
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