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Band of  Brothers is an inves-
tigative series that examines 
the experiences of  black men in 
Washington University’s histori-
cally white fraternities. In Part One, 
we examined the role of  personal 
connections in inf luencing pledg-
ing, the impact of  the decision to 
rush a white fraternity and how 
race did—or did not—impact the 
brothers’ curent experiences. Part 
Two explored the factors prevent-
ing brothers from engaging with 
black Greek organizations and the 
cultural differences between black 
and white fraternities in St. Louis. 
In our third and final installment, 
we will discuss the relationship 
between Washington University and 
St. Louis’ National Pan-Hellenic 
Council organizations, as well as 
ways to bridge the gap between black 
students and black fraternities. 

Reuben Hogan is unique. The 
2018 Washington University 
graduate was not only a member 
of  Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, 
Inc. as an undergraduate, but 
he also went through the rush 
process for Beta Theta Pi. 
When he arrived at Washington 
University, he and a fellow black 

male student had an idea of  the 
type of  Greek life experience 
they were looking for.

“Originally, when we first 
came, we’re like...‘We’re defi-
nitely looking for black Greek 
life,’” Hogan said.

While Hogan was interested in 
black fraternities, he was used to 
a mostly white educational envi-
ronment. Hogan was nervous 
about how he well he would fit 
in a predominately black space.

For Hogan, it was simple; in 
joining an on-campus fraternity, 
he wanted to make friends and 
have a good time. He struggled 
with reconciling his racial iden-
tity with his engagement in a 
white fraternity. 

“I would have denied that it 
was ever about race, because I 
was specifically trying to make it 
not about race,” Hogan said.

Hogan found himself  in the 
final part of  the rush process for 
Beta Theta Pi when he began to 
further contemplate his involve-
ment in a white fraternity as a 
result of  race relations in St. 
Louis at the time of  his arrival 
at the University. The shooting 
of  Michael Brown just a semes-
ter before, on Aug. 9, 2014, 
forced Hogan to reexamine his 
own racial identity and how 
he operated within the Greek 

community at the University.  
“I was really kind of  on the 

fringes of  the black community, 
but all these things happened 
and it sort of  had two effects. I 
think the first was that it really 
forced me to start asking a lot of  
question about this. And I think 
the second part was that it forced 
a lot of  other people to start ask-
ing these questions,” Hogan said. 

While he still views the mem-
bers of  Beta Theta Pi positively, 
the conversations he had with 
some of  the brothers about 
Michael Brown’s death and the 
subsequent outrage in Ferguson 
that sparked national attention 
did not sit well with him. Hogan 
felt that the events in Ferguson 
impacted him differently than 
his peers. 

“There were a couple of  guys 
I would have conversations with, 
even guys in my pledge class that 
were essentially like, ‘I don’t 
understand why this is exactly 
an issue. He had robbed the store 
right beforehand; so, I don’t 
understand why this needs to be 
talked about right now?’” Hogan 
said. “It was in moments like 
those where I would hear some-
one within Beta say that [and] it 
really made me go, ‘Wait a min-
ute, that could’ve been me. That 
could have been any other black 

student on campus.’” 
Hogan wanted social justice 

work and service to be central 
parts of  his Greek experience. 
He found that some brothers 
within his chapter were less 
enthusiastic about his passions 
and joined an on-campus frater-
nity for the social scene. 

“‘Our job is not to do any-
thing in the service realm; our 
job is not to ask all these ques-
tions about social justice. We’re 
just here to have fun.’ It was this 
sentiment that was expressed by 
one perfect person singly, but 
was echoed by several people 
within the fraternity,” Hogan 
said, about attempting to bring 
the ideals he wanted to the 
organization. 

What helped him make the 
decision to leave the rush process 
and begin his path to becoming 
a member of  a historically black 
fraternity was the encourage-
ment of  black upperclassmen 
who let him know that he had 
other options for engaging in 
Greek life. 

“Black women usually run 
Wash. U.’s black community and 
they were the first ones to reach 
out to me when I was starting the 
process with Beta to let me know 

Andrew Martin will assume 
his role as chancellor-elect of  
Washington University January 
1. 

As chancellor-elect, Martin 
will manage the day-to-day 
operations of  the University. 
Chancellor Wrighton will con-
tinue serving as a liaison to 
the Board of  Trustees, focus 
on program development and 
perform ceremonial tasks of  
the chancellor including spring 
commencement.

Martin will be officially 
named Chancellor on June 1, 
with a formal inauguration cer-
emony to follow in October. 
Wrighton will continue to 
hold a full-time position at the 
University and has plans to 
teach a first-year seminar.

Student activist groups are 
eager to plead their cases to 
Martin next semester. Green 
Action Co-president junior 

Khalid Mahmood said they are 
optimistic about Martin’s arrival 
to campus. 

“We want a chancellor who’s 
conscious of  the impact that 
our university has both on a 
local and global level; so, we’re 
hopeful that Martin can help 
the University impact for good,” 
Mahmood said.

According to Mahmood, 
Green Action’s number one 
priority will be their continued 
push for the University to divest 
from fossil fuel companies.

“That represents a commit-
ment to local communities not 
only because of  the local impact 
these companies have on them, 
but also a global impact because 
of  climate change and carbon 
emissions,” Mahmood said. “I 
know Wash. U. has talked about 
being a climate leader, and this 
is one way that they can show a 
tangible commitment to combat-
ing climate change.”

Green Action is similarly 
focused on the establishment 

of  a committee that would 
advise the chancellor on issues 
of  endowment transparency. 
Wrighton announced its creation 

in fall of  2017, but its members 
have yet to be seated.

“I think just getting that in 
place [will give] students access 

to information about where 
our money goes and where it’s 

Title Mine and WU Planned 
Parenthood Generation Action 
will host a “Comment-Writing 
Party” in response to the 
Department of  Education’s 
recently proposed Title IX regula-
tions in the Danforth University 
Center at 3:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 
7.

The event will begin with 
speeches from Women’s, Gender 
and Sexuality Studies Professors 
Jami Ake, Rebecca Wanzo and 
Social Work Professor Tonya 
Edmond, followed by a legal 
presentation by the Title IX 
office. KnowYourIX representa-
tive Mina Aria will conclude the 
educational portion of  the event 
before attendees will write their 
own comments.

According to Title Mine orga-
nizer junior Daria Locher, Title 
Mine began discussions for the 
event months ago but was wait-
ing for the U.S. Department 
of  Education to announce 
the release date of  the new 
regulations.

“We knew that we wanted to 
do something in response to the 
new regulations, but it was sup-
posed to be released months ago; 
so, it was basically just a waiting 
game of  when DeVos was going 
to release it,” Locher said.

Locher and Title Mine orga-
nizer Luka Cai worked on a tight 
schedule to plan their event after 
learning of  Thursday’s release 
date.

“We had 10 days to plan for 
this event, and because of  that, 
we had to scramble and collect a 
lot of  institutional resources and 
reach out for more institutional 
support as an unfunded, non-
SU recognized student group,” 
Cai said. “We reached out to 
LIVE [Leaders in Interpersonal 

Current NPHC members on campus

ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA
SORORITY, INC.

9 1
ALPHA PHI ALPHA
FRATERNITY, INC.

1
OMEGA PSI PHI

FRATERNITY, INC.

ON CAMPUS
SINCE 2015

Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Inc.

Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc.

Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Inc.

Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc.

Sigma Gamma Rho 
Sorority, Inc.

Total number of WU students in 
sororities and fraternities

1825

Total number of 
WU NPHC members

11

Total number of WU IFC 
fraternity members

637

Total number of WU NPHC 
fraternity members

2
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Andrew Martin speaks to the Washington University community and students at a Meet and Greet in September. Martin 
will assume his role as chancellor-elect on January 1 and begin to manage the day-to-day operations of the University.
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THURSDAY 6

Action and Allyship
Seigle Hall, Rm. 103, 5 p.m. 
The Roosevelt Institute and PLUS+ present a paneled discussion of issues facing the 
queer community on Washington University’s campus and beyond, and how allies to the 
queer community can be involved. Free dinner will be provided. Panelists include: Dr. Jef-
frey McCune, Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies and African and African American 
Studies professor; Dr. Amy Cislo, Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies professor; and 
Travis Tucker, Washington University’s Assistant Director for Leadership and LGBTQIA 
Involvement.

Pregnancy in Prisons
McMillan Cafe, 6 p.m. 
Listen to panelists speak about the ways our prison system treats pregnant women. Panel-
ists include: Jamilah Nasheed, State Senator Missouri 5th District; Patty Berger, Let’s 
Start; and Liza Weiss, Appleseed. 

Student Concert: Guitar Gala
Graham Chapel, 8 p.m. 
A student concert sponsored by the Department of Music in Arts & Sciences. Free and 
open to the public.

Holiday Cookie Decorating Party
Danforth University Center, Tisch Commons, 5 p.m.
Join the Junior Class Council as they ring in the holidays. Come show your inner artist 
and feed your holiday hunger. The event will feature special a cappella group performanc-
es!

FRIDAY 7

Title IX Comment Writing Party
Danforth University Center, Tisch Commons, 3:30-8 p.m. 
Join Title Mine in Tisch Commons as attendees work collaboratively on writing the best 
comment possible in response to the Department of Education’s new proposed rules on 
Title IX. Mina Aria from KnowYourIX will be walking attendees through a presentation 
from 4:30-5 p.m., and will continue to offer guidance and expertise throughout the event.

Self-Care & the Semester in Review
Seigle Hall, Rm. 106, 5 p.m. 
Join ALAS this Friday in to decompress and destress after a long semester of classes! 
ALAS will also provide a space to debrief  on some of the events that have impacted the 
Latinx community on and off  campus during the fall semester—including the Caravan, 
DACA updates and more—and how we can move forward and improve as we enter the 
spring semester. 

Mr. Stereotype 2018
Graham Chapel, 8 p.m. 
(Additional performance Dec. 8) The Stereotypes can’t wait to share all of the hard work 
they’ve put in this semester. They’ll be singing all of their new repertoire, with songs from 
artists like Clean Bandit and Demi Lovato, Guns ‘N’ Roses, Gnarls Barkley and more. 
Come for the music and pageant drama; stay for all of the unexpected surprises along the 
way. 

SATURDAY 8

Staam A Cappella’s Annual Hannukah Concert: Staamikah
Ursa’s Fireside, 3 p.m. 
Enjoy free music and free latkes by joining Staam for their annual Hannukah concert.

Student Film Showcase
Brown 100, 4 p.m.
The Film and Media Studies Program is presenting a range of student films made by 
Washington University student in the Making Movies I course.

The Aristocats Present: Be Our Guest—A Winter Concert
Bauer Hall, Emerson Aud., 8 p.m.
From ancient Greece to Tarzan’s rainforest, from Pocahontas’ riverbend to Maui’s ocean, 
join the Aristocats on a journey to magical places where gods party, birds tweet, gorillas 
swing and happiness and love prevail. Wash. U.’s brand-new Bollywood fusion a cappella 
group, Sur Taal Laya (STL), will be opening for them.

Ursa’s Winter Extravaganza
Ursa’s, 8 p.m. 
Celebrate the end of classes at Ursa’s last event of the year—their Winter Extravaganza! 
Ursa’s will be catering 200 Baked Bear ice cream sandwiches, and there will be a ginger-
bread house competition, a hot drinks bar and other crafts, including individual smaller 
gingerbread houses (not competition just for fun), diy snow globe making and diy scarf  
making!

SUNDAY 9

University Libraries’ stress-free zone
Olin Library, Level 1, 1 p.m.
Stop by to Olin Library, Level 1 to enjoy any or all of these free stations: healthy snacks, 
build your own care package, decorate a journal or get a five-minute Stressbusters back 
rub. Visit various wellness stations run by Peer Health Educators. Sponsored by Univer-
sity Libraries and the Habif  Health and Wellness Center.

Student Union Senate 
will establish a Black 
Caucus to advocate for 
black students and other 
underrepresented minori-
ties, senators announced 
Tuesday. 

The caucus, which will 
consist of  black senators, 
was introduced by sopho-
more caucus member 
Tyrin Truong. The body 
will advocate for black 
students and other under-
represented minorities 
by: meeting with student 
groups and individuals to 
be good advocates; recruit-
ing underrepresented 
students for SU initiatives 
and bodies; and serving as 
a channel of  communica-
tion for underrepresented 
students and SU.  

The Black Caucus will 
be chaired by sophomore 
Nia Plump. Sophomore 
Randal Walker will serve 
as deputy chair. 

“For the past two years, 
all I’ve heard from the 
black community and 
other POCs is that SU 
doesn’t do anything for 
anyone—they talk about 
increasing diversity and 
starting initiatives, but 
then they actually don’t 
follow through with any-
thing,” Plump said.

For Truong, starting the 
Black Caucus was related 
to the lack of  representa-
tion within SU Senate and 
the problems that were 
caused as a result.

“I wanted to start the 
Black Caucus because 
when I joined senate a year 
ago, there were only two 
black people in Senate, and 
it was just a really hostile 
environment for black peo-
ple within Student Union 
as a whole,” Truong said. 
“That was during the time 
with the Stockley verdict 
when SU didn’t release a 
statement about it. Then 
the Lil Dicky thing.”

The Black Caucus hopes 

to be a voice in the Senate 
for black students and 
other underrepresented 
minorities.

“For right now it’s just to 
do what Senate is already 
supposed to do, which is 
to advocate for black stu-
dents and other students 
of  color and other under-
represented communities,” 
Walker said. “[We’re] 
basically being a direct 
mouthpiece from students 
to the Senate about our 
concerns, what can be bet-
ter. And most things run 
smoothly when people 
who look like you can help 
advocate for you.”

Walker hopes that stu-
dents come forward to 
share their concerns and 
ideas to the Black Caucus.

“I just want to encour-
age students to really come 
forward with what they 
have to say because I think 
with us being one third of  
the body, it’s time to make 
your opinions known,” 
Walker said.

Student Union Senate 
establishes Black Caucus
ELENA QUINONES
SENIOR EDITOR

The John C. Danforth 
Center on Religion 
and Politics hosted for-
mer Ambassador Stuart 
Eizenstat to speak on 
his recent biography of  
President Jimmy Carter, 
“President Carter: The 
White House Years” in 
Edison Theatre Dec. 5. 

Eizenstat served under 
Presidents Johnson, 
Carter and Clinton, 
serving as Chief  White 
House Domestic Policy 
Advisor, U.S. Ambassador 
to the European Union, 
Undersecretary of  
Commerce for International 
Trade, as well as numerous 
other key positions. 

Provost Holden Thorp, 
who previously presided 
over the Stuart Eizenstat 
Distinguished Professorship 
in Jewish history and 
culture as chancellor of  
the University of  North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
invited Eizenstat to campus 
on behalf  of  the Danforth 
Center. 

Eizenstat’s biography 
relied on his extensive 
handwritten notes, which 
he took over the course of  
his political career. 

“This book is extraordi-
nary: He has 5000 pages of  
his own personal notes to 
work with from his years 
in the White House,” direc-
tor of  the Danforth Center 
on Religion and Politics 
Professor Marie Griffith 
said. “He conducted 350 
interviews, five of  them 
with Carter himself, and so 
much else.”

Eizenstat hopes to change 
the narrative of  the Carter 
administration as a failed 
presidency, highlighting 
Carter’s integrity and bipar-
tisanship, which helped 
restore public trust in the 
presidency.

“[Certain] mistakes and 
failures have obscured an 
enormous array of  achieve-
ments and accomplishments 

both at home and abroad 
which continue to have 
lasting impact,” Eizenstat 
said. “So, my determina-
tion was to write this book 
while there were still living 
eyewitnesses, and before 
history’s verdict was some-
how indelibly sealed that 
the Carter presidency was a 
failed presidency.”

Eizenstat’s speech left 
listeners with an under-
standing of  the many times 
Carter chose to make diffi-
cult choices at the expense 
of  his personal career. 

“Trying to do the right 
thing at the right time 
became more difficult in 
that environment, and I 
guess by making the right 
decision in that situation, 
you get hit from a lot of  dif-
ferent sides of  the aisle at 
once,” attendee Neil Harris 
said. 

According to Eizenstat, 
one of  those difficult 
choices took place in 1979 
when Carter decided to 
appoint Paul Volcker as 
the chair of  the Federal 
Reserve in order to curb 
inflation despite the fact 
that the short term effects 
of  Volcker’s policies would 
tighten the money supply, 
curb economic growth and 
effectively ruin Carter’s 
chances of  re-election.

“Many of  us said, ‘This 
is going to be your election. 
Don’t do it,’” Eizenstat 
said. “And he said, ‘I don’t 
want my legacy to be this 
high inflation, even if  it 
means my election.’ And 
not once during the entire 
re-election campaign in 
1980 did Carter ever say, 
‘We need lower inter-
est rates.’ Never once…
Inflation dropped like a 
rock, and it has been low 
ever since…We planted the 
seeds which flowered after 
we left.”

Eizenstat argued that 
another overlooked accom-
plishment of  the Carter 
administration took place 
over a 13-day period in 
1978 when Carter avoided 

a potentially disastrous 
international incident by 
convincing Egyptian and 
Israeli leaders Anwar Sadat 
and Menachem Begin to 
agree on a framework for 
peace between their nations. 

“Carter, over the oppo-
sition of  almost everyone 
in his administration, 
takes a chance. He invites 
them to the presidential 
retreat at Camp David…
bars the press and sees that 
he can bridge what seems 
to be unbridgeable gaps 
between the two countries” 
Eizenstat said. “He studies 
intensely Sadat and Begin. 
Where were their red lines? 
What was important to 
them? What could they 
not go beyond? And then 
for thirteen agonizing days 
and nights with virtually 
no sleep, he, the president, 
drafts 22 separate peace 
agreements”

However, Eizenstat also 
devoted sufficient time to 
discussing Carter’s failure 
to confront issues, such as 
the Iranian hostage crisis, 
internal conflict inside the 
Democratic party and his 
“Achilles’ heel” of  inflation. 

“Having that insider’s 
view is really valuable, but 
he really doesn’t whitewash 
things as he keeps saying” 
Griffith said. “He really 
points out errors, what he 
considers weaknesses, mis-
takes, failure; and so, that 
makes it feel more real.”

However, despite these 
mistakes, Eizenstat hopes 
to leave the Carter admin-
istration with a legacy of  
integrity, bipartisanship 
and making the right choice 
instead of  the easy choice.

“He honored the office; 
he respected the inde-
pendence of  the justice 
department and the FBI, 
freedom of  the press and 
a free society, even when 
it was brutal to him,” 
Eizenstat said. “Walter 
Mondale, his vice presi-
dent, said, ‘We obeyed the 
law; we told the truth; and 
we kept the peace.’”

Former Jimmy Carter policy advisor 
speaks on administration’s legacy
TED MOSKAL
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Violence Education] and 
PPGA for support. And 
PPGA is now officially co-
organizing the event with 
us.”

The event will be sup-
ported by the Relationship 
and Sexual Violence 
Prevention (RSVP) Center, 
the Title IX office, the 
Center for Diversity and 
Inclusion (CDI), the 
Gephardt Institute and 
Campus Life.

Title Mine also reached 
out to KnowYourIX, an 
advocacy group that sup-
ports and educates students 
about Title IX. Cai empha-
sized the importance of  
having a Title IX expert 
present for any questions 
that attendees may have.

“We have always had a 
great working relationship 
with Mina Aria, who is the 
only local KnowYourIX 
organizer,” Cai said. “She’s 
come to talk to us about 
Title IX regulations and 
conducted KnowYourIX 
trainings before; so, she 
was somebody we could 
reach out to on short 
notice.”

Cai is worried about the 

new limitations implied by 
DeVos’s changes to Title 
IX regulations, specifically 
the lack of  responsibility 
that universities will have 
in regards to off-campus 
incidents.

“One of  the biggest 
things that I am troubled 
about is the change that 
makes it such that a school 
only needs to respond to 
sexual harassment that 
occurs within the school 
program or activity and 
that is on campus. I think 
at Wash. U. in particular, 
given the alcohol policies 
that are pushing a lot of  
frat parties off-campus, 
those two policies are 
going to intersect to put 
a lot of  students at risk,” 
Cai said. “[According to 
the proposed regulations], 
whatever happens off-cam-
pus is no longer required 
to be adjudicated by the 
university.”

Locher noted the new 
regulations attempt to 
categorize sexual assault 
as a criminal offense that 
should be handled by law 
enforcement.

“I understand that with 

these rules she’s basically 
trying to make it so diffi-
cult and so traumatic to go 
through the Title IX pro-
cess in order that people 
actually go to law enforce-
ment,” Locher said. “The 
concept is that Title IX 
should not cover sexual 
assault because that’s a 
criminal offense and with 
other things that might be 
infringing upon a student’s 
education.”

Cai emphasized that 
Title Mine’s strength 
comes from students’ soli-
darity and conversation 
with other students.

“That’s what happened 
with the rally; that’s what 
we saw happen at the end 
of  the semester action last 
semester, and I think this 
is a continuation of  that 
strategy,” Cai said. “We 
want people [to] listen 
first-hand from some of  
the people who know the 
policy most intimately and 
what the potential implica-
tions of  the new policies 
are going to be. And then 
we want people to be as 
actively involved as pos-
sible and asking questions, 

getting the information 
and feeling empowered 
to write comments dur-
ing the comment period so 
the federal government…
will know the full extent of  
student responses to these 
regulations.”

Locher said that she is 
interested to see who shows 
up to the event on Friday. 

“We’re definitely asking 
for a huge commitment 
from people,” Locher said. 
“Not only the time com-
mitment, but we are asking 
people to, at this point in 
the semester, sit down and 
stop studying and work on 
legal jargon. We were ten-
tatively saying 40 to 70. 
I’m hoping that’s going to 
be closer to 70.”

In addition to the let-
ter writing campaign, 
Locher has begun a chap-
ter of  the Magnify Your 
Voice, a project created 
by Washington University 
professor of  political sci-
ence Betsy Sinclair aimed 
at helping to improve 
accessibility for students 
to become more informed 
about the political and leg-
islative process.

“It’s something that 
she’s been working towards 
because basically she 
found out that a lot of  
people, especially in St. 
Louis, were becoming dis-
illusioned with the political 
and legislative process,” 
Locher said. “Professor 
Sinclair created Magnify 
Your Voice to create civic 
engagement at the grass-
roots level [and] facilitate 
it to make it easier. I cre-
ated the Magnify Your 
Voice project to basically 
reach out to people in the 
community who might not 
otherwise see our program-
ming because it’s mostly 
directed at Wash. U. stu-
dents because that’s where 
our realm of  access is. It is 
all over the country, but it’s 
centered in St. Louis.”

Title Mine organizer 
sophomore Candace Hayes 
is hopeful that students 
continue writing comments 
after the fall semester ends.

“I hope that a lot of  
people take the passion 
home with them and con-
tinue to write comments 
over winter break them-
selves and also encourage 

those in their networks at 
home to write comments 
because it’s so integral 
that we get as many strong 
comments written as pos-
sible,” Hayes said. “The 
Department of  Education 
is legally required to review 
every single comment, and 
it would be just so incred-
ibly powerful if  we could 
maximize the amount of  
comments that they have to 
review.”

Cai hopes that the event 
will encourage as many 
students as possible to 
become engaged in Title 
IX reform.

“I think the best case 
scenario is that we get as 
many comments as pos-
sible submitted, but even 
if  people just have a draft 
of  the comment or they’ve 
just come to learn more 
about Title IX process 
and feel empowered to be 
engaged in this issue in the 
future…I think that will be 
a win,” Cai said. “I would 
say my goals are to get peo-
ple more involved in the 
issue and to get people to 
feel like they can do some-
thing about it.”

invested,” Mahmood said.
Title Mine organizer 

junior Luka Cai is hopeful 
that Martin will be recep-
tive to hearing directly 
from students about how 
they want to reform Title 
IX policies on campus. 

“I think because he’s 
someone who’s going to 
come in without having 
that personal experience 
of  how this movement has 
transformed the campus, 
I would really want to see 
empathy and an openness 
to listening from students 
and a desire to learn more 
about the movement,” Cai 
said.

Cai says that Martin 
was receptive after they 
reached out, and expressed 
interest in meeting with 
organizers.

“He’s actually 
responded really proac-
tively saying that he would 
support our movement; 
he’s wanting to learn more 
about our movement as 
much as possible,” Cai 
said. 

Title Mine organizer 

sophomore Candace 
Hayes wants Martin to 
take a stronger stance 
on sexual violence on 
campus. 

“I hope that he [Martin] 
takes a firmer stance 
against interpersonal vio-
lence on our campus, and 
holds the administration 
more accountable when 
it comes to adjudicating 
perpetrators and accom-
modating the needs of  
survivors,” Hayes said.

Co-Chair of  the exec-
utive committee of  
Washington University 
Graduate Workers 
(WUGWU) Grace Ward 
said that WUGWU isn’t 
willing to compromise on 
their demands.

“I hope that he will 
work to raise all campus 
workers’ wages to $15 
an hour, look at provid-
ing free childcare for all 
workers and…we hope 
that he’ll be responsive to 
our rights to unionize and 
collectively bargain going 
forward,” Ward said. “I 
think we have to look at 

this shift in leadership 
and approach it with good 

faith that Andrew Martin 
seems to be somebody 

who cares about Wash. U. 
as a community like our 

group cares about Wash. 
U. as a community.”

TITLE MINE from page 1 

MARTIN from page 1 
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The Washington 
University women’s bas-
ketball team won its 
second consecutive game 
on Monday, defeating 
Greenville University 71-55.

The Bears got out to a 
hot start in the opening 
10 minutes of  play. After 
the first quarter, they led 
20-10. Senior Becca Clark-
Callender and freshman 
Samantha Weaver led 
the way with six points 
each entering the second 
quarter, when the Bears 
extended their lead. Early 
in the second quarter, the 
Bears pushed the lead to 16 
points. After a Greenville 
timeout, Wash. U. contin-
ued to distance themselves. 
Junior Kristina Schmelter 
scored three times in a run 
that put Wash. U. up 40-17. 
Greenville scored the last 
seven points of  the half  to 
narrow the lead to 40-24.

Clark-Callender led the 
Bears in points in the first 

half  with nine. She was 
a perfect 3-for-3 beyond 
the arc. Schmelter was 
just behind her with eight 
points. Senior Madeline 
Homoly had seven points 
and eight rebounds in the 
first half. She would fin-
ish with 13 points and 10 
rebounds to record her 
second double double of  
the season. The Bears out-
rebounded Greenville 50-34 
and had a 19-6 advantage in 
second chance points.

Out of  the break, 
Greenville seemed to be 
gaining traction, cutting 
the lead down to seven 
with 8:05 to go in the third 
quarter. After that, Wash. 
U. managed to stop the run 
and the teams exchanged 
baskets until freshman 
Isabelle Hren hit a three-
pointer to end the third 
quarter and push the Bears 
lead to double digits, 54-43. 
The Panthers briefly pulled 
within single digits again in 
the fourth, but a triple from 
senior Caroline Ballard 
expanded the Bears lead to 

57-45. The game wouldn’t 
get any closer than that as 
the Bears coasted to victory 
in the waning minutes.

Schmelter would finish 
the game with 16 points 
on 7-of-12 shooting, lead-
ing all scorers. Her point 
total and 58.2 percent field 
goal percentage were both 
her highest marks of  the 
season.

Defense was the name 
of  the game for the Bears. 
They held the Panthers to 
32 percent from the field 
and forced 16 turnovers. 
Wash. U. had 10 steals in 
the game, with Weaver and 
senior Katie Claussner both 
recording multiple steals. 
The Bears had extremely 
active hands on the defen-
sive side. In addition to 
their 10 steals, the Bears 
also recorded eight blocks, 
with a lion’s share of  those 
blocks coming from Hren, 
who recorded three blocks.

The Bears needed that 
defensive showing. They 
shot a mediocre 40.8 
percent from the field 

themselves and were abys-
mal at the free-throw line, 
hitting only five of  their 
12 attempts from the char-
ity stripe. By contrast, 
Greenville got to the free 
throw line twice as often 
as Wash. U. and shot a sig-
nificantly better percentage, 

16-24. Ballard and Botkin 
both shot 2-for-8 from 
the field, well below their 
season and career aver-
ages. Despite their lack of  
firepower, the Bears still 
easily triumphed over the 
Panthers.

With the victory, Wash. 

U. improved to 4-2 on the 
season. Wash. U. is 10-4 
all-time against Greenville 
and has won nine consecu-
tive contests against the 
Panthers. The Bears take on 
Westminster (Mo.) College 
on the road Thursday, Dec. 
6.

Women’s basketball eases past Greenville on the road, moves to 4-2
DORIAN DEBOSE
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Guard Becca Clark-Callender tries to find junior forward Kristina Schmelter in the lane during 
Wash. U.’s game against the University of Texas at Dallas Nov. 16. Monday night, Clark-Cal-
lender and the Bears defeated Greenville University 71-55 to pick up their second win in a row.
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As always, it was 
an eventful year in 
Washington University 
sports. The Bears said 
goodbye and said hello; 
revisited the past and con-
fronted the present; and 
experienced heartbreaking 
losses and thrilling victo-
ries. Without further ado, 
here are Student Life’s top 
10 sports moments of  2018.

10. Men’s 
basketball 
ends up on 

SportsCenter 
for the 
wrong 
reason

It got 5,452 likes on 
Twitter. It was almost 
assuredly the most excit-
ing play in a Bear sports 
game this year. And it was 
definitely terrible, on Wash. 
U.’s end.

But it is also impossible 
to leave off  a list like this. 
On March 2, the No. 4 
men’s basketball team was 
ousted in the first round 
of  the NCAA Tournament 
by Aurora University, in 
the Field House, no less. 
Down three, sophomore 
guard Matt Nester hit a 
three to tie the game with 
1.6 seconds—during which 
Aurora inbounded the ball 
75 feet and hit a buzzer 
beater to eliminate the 
Bears.

Yes, two weeks before 
No. 1 seed Virginia lost 
to No. 16 UMBC in the 
Division I bracket, the 
first such loss in history, 
Wash. U. pulled off  the 
DIII equivalent first. At 
least it was the best of  both 
worlds: The Bears went 
viral, but also got over-
shadowed by an even more 
shameful defeat.

9. Men’s 
cross-coun-

try posts 

best finish 
in program 

history
Under head coach Jeff  

Stiles, the men’s cross-
country team has evolved 
into an annual contender. 
The Bears didn’t qualify 
for nationals in seven of  
his first eight years, then 
quickly morphed into a 
consistently elite squad: 
seventh, ninth, then top-
five performances in six of  
seven seasons. This year, 
they placed second, the 
best in Wash. U. history. 
The trend is still positive, 
and there’s only one spot 
to go—who knows, maybe 
there’s a title in the near 
future.

8. Olympic 
rings spec-

tacular 
goes up on 
Danforth 
Campus

In an elaborate ceremony 
awash with important 
figures and luminescent 
fireworks, Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton and company 
unveiled an Olympic 
rings sculpture, known as 
a spectacular, to be dis-
played permanently on 
campus. After 114 years, 
the addition may seem 
to come at an odd time, 
but hey, it’s cool nonethe-
less. As a bonus, Wrighton 
announced that Francis 
Field will be rebranded 
Francis Olympic Stadium, 
blanketing Wash. U. in its 
Olympic legacy.

7. Water 
polo wins 

fourth 
straight title

Want a dynasty? Look 
no further than Wash. U.’s 
most impressive club sport. 
They play teams at all 

collegiate levels, from SLU 
to Ohio State, and level 
their opponents. Imagine—
there are players who 
joined the team as fresh-
men, played all four years 
and never experienced any-
thing other than being the 
best in the country.

6. Wash. 
U. women 
stand with 
each other
In the most empowering 

story of  the year, 95 Wash. 
U. women came together to 
stand up to gender norms. 
Wearing shirts that read 
“FEMALE ATHLETE” 
with the word “FEMALE” 
struck through, the women 
simultaneously took pride 
in their accomplishments 
and supported each other’s. 
And for their accomplish-
ments, look no further 
than the top three spots in 
this list—they’re all you 
need to know about the 
Wash. U. women and their 
achievements.

5. Mark 
Edwards 

retires after 
37 years 
as men’s 

basketball 
head coach
Mark Edwards is Wash. 

U. men’s basketball. Simply 
put, he is the program. He 
played for the team for four 
years starting in 1965, spent 
a year as an assistant and 
took over as head coach 
when the program was 
reborn following a decade 
hiatus. He built it from 
literally nothing to a two-
time national champion. 
This year, the Bears finally 
waved goodbye to their 
leader. In May, they said 
hello to Pat Juckem—the 
first non-Edwards coach at 
the helm in 48 years.

4. Football 
beats No. 

12 Wheaton 
for signature 

win
Speaking of  long head 

coaching tenures, let’s 
look at football’s Larry 
Kindbom. The man’s been 
in charge since 1989, and 
in 2017, produced his 
worst record at 3-6. How 
did they respond? They 
joined a new conference, a 
tougher one ostensibly, in 
the CCIW. Then they went 
8-2 and finished the year 
ranked No. 25. The biggest 
moment of  the year came 
when they were 4-1 and 

we still weren’t sure if  they 
were for real. They proved 
it, though, beating No. 12 
Wheaton College in a 17-10 
thriller at home.

3. Graduate 
Kendall 

Gretsch wins 
two gold 
medals at 

Paralympics
In a year of  Olympics, 

past and present, a pair of  
golds takes bronze in these 
rankings. Four years after 
graduating from Wash. 
U., Kendall Gretsch made 
Paralympic history, cap-
turing the first American 
biathlon gold medal as well 
as one in cross-country ski-
ing. Judge athletes by their 
accomplishments is right: 
Gretsch, in 2015, earned 
an ESPY nomination for 
Best Female Athlete with a 
Disability.

2. Women’s 
soccer domi-

nates en 
route to per-
fect regular 

season

The women’s soccer 
team’s dominance is well-
documented. The Bears 
started 21-0, rising from 
a preseason No. 10 rank-
ing to No. 1 by the end 
of  September. They out-
scored opponents 65-6; if  
you watched one of  their 
games, it was more likely 
than not they would shut-
out the other team and 
win by at least two goals. 
Unfortunately, their sea-
son ended abruptly in the 
Final Four, but that should 
not distract from what 
was an incredibly success-
ful season, one of  the best 
in Wash. U. history—all 
sports, all years.

1. Women’s 
cross-coun-
try delivers 
Wash. U.’s 
23rd national 
championship

To the victors go the 
spoils. The women’s cross-
country team takes the top 
spot, just as they did in the 
NCAA championship. They 
did it in style: by a single 
point, over two-time defend-
ing champion and current 
No. 1 Johns Hopkins. And 
they did it with heart, 
being multiple career-bests 
in many final career runs. 
They’re No. 1 on this list 
and No. 1 in our hearts.

The top 10 Washington University sports moments of 2018
ROHAN GUPTA
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR
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Another day, another 
mysterious structure on 
campus. Most recently, 
Washington University 
students have wondered 
about the appearance of  
what at first glance looks 
to be a collection of  metal 
poles just north of  Olin 
Library. 

The instillation, titled 
“Weather Field #2”, is the 
newest commission of  the 
Art on Campus program, 
which was founded in 
2010 and is administered 
by the Sam Fox School 
of  Design & Visual Arts 
through the Mildred Lane 
Kemper Art Museum.

The program strives to 
build a collection of  public 
artworks by internationally 
renowned artists, made 
possible by a University 
policy that dedicates 
one percent of  campus 
project and renovation 
funds to the acquisition 
of  public artworks. Other 
pieces in the collection 
include “Swamp Creature 
Friends” on the South 
40 and “Untitled”, the 
colorful painting on 
the easternmost wall of  
Sumers Recreation Center.  

Currently being installed 
in Millstone Plaza, the 
piece consists of  49 stain-
less steel poles of  different 
heights between 19 and 
21 feet. Atop each poll 
sits a weather vane, which 

reveals the direction of  
wind, and an anemometer, 
which measures the speed 
of  wind. 

The proximity of  these 
instruments to each other 
in the piece causes them 
to react to one another, 
making them function 
unpredictably, strikingly 
contrasting the organized 
grid form in which the 
poles are positioned. 

National Endowment for 
the Arts and MacArthur 
Fellowship winning artist 
Inigo Manglano-Ovalle, 
who designed the piece, 
first visited Wash. U. two 
years ago after he was cho-
sen by the Art on Campus 
Committee to construct 
a work for the Danforth 
Campus. After his site 
visit, Manglano-Ovalle 
worked on a conceptual 
proposal to present to the 
committee for approval. 

“Weather Field #2” is 
Manglano-Ovalle’s second 
instillation in his Weather 
Field series. “Weather 
Field #1” is currently 
installed in Santa Monica, 
Calif. The structural engi-
neering for both pieces was 
done by the architecture, 
engineering and urban 
planning firm Skidmore, 
Owings, and Merrill. 

Working closely with 
members of  the scientific 
community, Manglano-
Ovalle is greatly interested 
in exploring the inner-
workings of  weather 
through art. 

“Physically [Manglano-
Ovalle] works in 
collaboration either 
with community-based 
projects,” Leslie Markle, 
curator for public art at the 
Kemper Museum, said. 
“So, I think that was a big 
part of  the interest on the 
part of  the stakeholder 
committee—the Art on 
Campus Committee—was 
that he’s done this collab-
orative work with scientists 
and with engineers.”

In addition to having 
many scientific elements 
to it, the piece also holds a 
metaphorical significance, 
illustrating the way people 
affect each other, just as 
the multiple weather vanes 
and anemometers react to 
each other. 

“He often uses weather 
and its various attributes 
in his work and he likes 
to use it as a metaphor,” 
Markle said. 

Markle projects that the 
installation process will 
be completed next week. 
Wash. U. community 
members and visitors will 
soon be able to listen to an 
audio tour of  the piece on 
the Art on Campus page 
of  the Sam Fox School 
website.  
Those interested in the 
piece and Manglano-
Ovalle’s work will be able 
to hear him give a public 
lecture about his work 
at on Wednesday, Jan. 
16, 2019 at 6pm in the 
Women’s Building.

Change in the weather: new artwork arrives on campus
JADEN SATENSTEIN
STAFF WRITER

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE

Weather Field #2 stands north of Olin Library. The sculpture was built as a part of the Art on Cam-
pus program, which aims to build a collection of public artworks by internationally-renowned artists.

I’ll be honest: I don’t like 
breakfast. It mostly stems 
from my hatred of  cereal 
and milk, but that’s a dif-
ferent fight for a different 
day. What I do love about 
breakfast is omelettes. 
Endlessly customizable and 
satisfying, omelettes are 
the blank canvas that early 
morning food art is made 
on. Even when you fail to 
properly flip an omelette, 
you end up with the same 
taste, which is amazing. Let 
me run you through mak-
ing what should replace 
cardboard-coated in milk 
and sold to us by animated 

animals who seem to have 
an unhealthy addiction to 
their product.

Eggs
First up are the eggs. 

A good omelette needs 
enough structure to hold 
all of  your ingredients 
while not taking over the 
dish taste-wise. Think of  
the eggs as the drummer in 
your rock band of  a dish. 
Three eggs is what I see as 
the ideal amount. Enough 
to support a healthy 
amount of  fillings without 

being distracting.

Cheese
I won’t cheese shame you 

here. Use whatever cheese 
you like. The pre-shredded 
kind has fillers that prevent 
clumping and is readily 
available, but take away 
from its meltability. Getting 
a block of  cheese and 
shredding it yourself  gives 
much more control and 
increases that all important 
cheese stretch, but it takes 
more time and money. Do 
whatever you like, and 

don’t be afraid to explore 
with different types and 
combinations of  cheeses.

Fillings
The star of  the show. The 

Freddie Mercury of  your 
band. This is where your 
creativity shines bright-
est. Vegetables and meat 
are married in a beautiful 
ceremony. I suggest making 
more fillings than will fit so 
you can put the surplus on 
top of  your finished dish. 
Plus, it makes plating more 
visually appealing.   

Cooking
The most intimidating 

part for sure. Cook all 
your fillings first, usually 
the meat and then dump 
your veggies in after to 
take advantage of  what-
ever fats and flavor are in 
your pan. I am particular 
to adding spinach, mush-
rooms, peppers (green, 
yellow and red), as well as 
jalapenos to any ground 
meat. Seasoning all these 
ingredients is important as 
they carry all the flavor. 

After those are safely 
tucked away, it’s time to 
tackle the eggs. Crack and 
whisk until uniform. Some 
people add salt; some 
don’t. I don’t as there is 
enough salt in other parts 
of  the omelette to compen-
sate. Get your clean pan 
on a medium high burner 
and add some butter. Once 
heated, add your eggs; and 
once everything is settled, 
add the cheese on the still 
cooking eggs. Once you see 
the edges on the eggs start 
to solidify and the middle 

become more solid, add 
your fillings on one side 
with more cheese on top 
to seal everything in. Now 
comes the critical part: the 
flip. Using your spatula, 
go around the edges of  the 
eggs to make sure every 
part can be lifted. Make 
sure to be steady as if  your 
eggs aren’t cooked enough, 
it could split, and you’ll 
end up with scrambled 
eggs. 

For the flip, slowly fold 
the side without fillings 
onto the other side. If  
everything has gone right, 
the eggs will fold easily, but 
the outside will be structur-
ally sound. Remove and 
plate with, you guessed it, 
more cheese on top of  your 
omelette along with your 
extra fillings. 

Eating
Be sure to document 

your creation, as it’ll take 
some practice to become an 
omelette expert. 
—Matthew Wallace,  
Staff  Columnist

Egg-static for omelettes

MATTHEW WALLACE | STUDENT LIFE
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I could do something else,” 
Hogan said. 

Realizing that Beta 
Theta Pi was not the right 
fit for his interests, Hogan 
shared these sentiments 
with some of  the men in 
his pledge class. They were 
understanding and encour-
aged him to pursue other 
options, since he would 
“probably be dissatisfied 
joining this group.” 

“One of  them put it 
perfectly…‘If  you want to 
do that, I’m not going to 
take that away from you. It 
sounds like you really are 
driven by that, but I don’t 
want to do that. That’s not 
why I joined this organiza-
tion,’” Hogan quoted the 
pledge as saying. 

With the support of  
those both within and 
outside of  the University 
Greek community, Hogan 
decided to decommit 
from the pledge process. 
In the fall of  his junior 
year, Hogan crossed 
into the Alpha Eta chap-
ter of  Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Inc. 

In retrospect, Hogan 
says the culture of  black 
Greek organizations was 
also a pull factor in his 
decision to leave Beta 
Theta Pi during the pledge 
process. 

“Black Greek life is a 
forever-type commitment. 
Traditional Greek life [is] 
a four-year-type commit-
ment,” Hogan said. 

The lifelong commit-
ment to joining a National 
Pan-Hellenic Council 
(NPHC) organization 
was a source of  pride 
for Hogan. As a current 
Alpha, he and his broth-
ers take the importance of  
continuous engagement 
very seriously.

“We actually have a pro-
tocol for when brothers 
die, how we’re supposed to 

handle it. Unfortunately, 
one of  the guys in our 
chapter passed away; 
and we had to use that, 
that sort of  ritual that we 
did,” Hogan said. “It’s 
that serious. It can be 
that far-reaching of  an 
opportunity.” 

In addition to grow-
ing as a man, a student, 
and community mem-
ber, Hogan has also 
experienced the profes-
sional benefits that come 
with engaging in a NPHC 
organization. The personal 
connections extend beyond 
the bounds of  the Alpha 
Eta chapter.  

“It’s still nice to see 
somebody else because 
you know, your organiza-
tions have similar values, 
you know, probably that 
you share a lot in common 
because you saw value in 
the same sort of  lifestyle. 
So, it’s likely to then pro-
duce friends in the future.” 

“When an organization 
extends past four years 
when you’re in graduate 
school and you happen to 
meet another black Greek, 
that’s a networking oppor-
tunity—and there are so 
few black individuals in 
upper academia that…[it 
doesn’t] even matter what 
organization you joined,” 
Hogan said. “Black Greek 
recognizes black Greek.” 

While his engage-
ment in both white and 
black Greek communi-
ties is unique, his ability 
to navigate Washington 
University and St. Louis 
is not. Hogan’s story rep-
resents just one of  many 
Washington University 
students who overcame the 
barriers introduced in Part 
Two: logistics and lack of  
awareness. 

Hogan was a student 
who was heavily involved 
both on and off-campus; 

he served as the presi-
dent of  the Association of  
Black Students, a Resident 
Advisor, and the vice 
president of  the Alpha 
Eta chapter of  Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 
Hogan was also the stu-
dent speaker at the College 
of  Arts & Sciences gradu-
ation ceremony this spring 
and is currently interview-
ing for medical school. His 
successes at and beyond 
Washington University 
indicate that there is a 
well-worn path for black 
men who wish to engage 
in NPHC chapters in St. 
Louis. 

However, Hogan was 
also exposed to Greek 
life prior to his arrival at 
Washington University. 
Various family members, 
including his older sister—
who is in Sigma Gamma 
Rho Sorority, Inc. —are 
members of  NPHC orga-
nizations, and he was in 
step team in high school. 
Hogan’s experiences, along 
with those of  junior Malik 
Stewart, who is the presi-
dent of  the Omicron Sigma 
chapter of  Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Inc., lead us to 
consider how individuals 
without prior exposure to 
NPHC organizations can 
engage in the St. Louis 
Greek community. 

Bridging the 
connection 

Nearly every brother 
we interviewed expressed 
strong interest in join-
ing a black fraternity, and 
would have strongly con-
sidered doing so, if  not for 
barriers-to-entry such as 
the logistics of  a city-wide 
chapter and the lack of  
knowledge about the mem-
bership selection process 

for black fraternities. 
Prior family connections 
to black fraternities were 
sometimes determin-
ing factors in whether a 
brother will continue to 
pursue a black Greek in 
spite of  these aforemen-
tioned barriers. As Mike 
Jones, an Omega and Saint 
Louis University alumnus, 
stated in Part Two, “The 
city-wide thing is a foreign 
concept.”

Hana Johnson, pro-
gram coordinator for 
fraternity and sorority 
life, advises students in 
NPHC chapters. She sup-
ports individual chapters 
and works with the NPHC 
council’s executive board 
which plans initiatives and 
programs for the univer-
sity community. Johnson 
also sits on the St. Louis 
Coalition, a group of  uni-
versity professionals who 
advise NPHC chapters at 
St. Louis-area academic 
institutions. 

Awareness is one of  
the most significant barri-
ers to engaging in the St. 
Louis Greek community. 
According to Johnson, 
this barrier is centered on 
how both students and the 
administration talk about 
Greek life. 

“Another barrier regard-
ing interactions is the 
dominant narrative or 
assumption on our cam-
pus that, when the words 
‘fraternities’ and ‘sorori-
ties’ are spoken, the first 
thing people think of  is 
[Interfraternity Council] 
and [Women’s Panhellenic 
Association] organiza-
tions,” Johnson said. 

Jones acknowledges 
that the different mem-
bership intake process 
for Divine Nines may 
serve as a barrier to those 
who are unfamiliar with 
how to approach black 
fraternities. 

“When you talk about 
the intake process in terms 
of  how fraternities as a 
whole sell their fraternity, 
it’s more of  you come and 
seek me,” Jones said. “And 
that can be a barrier within 
itself, especially being on 
a PWI [campus] where we 
all need each other.”

Johnson recognizes the 
importance of  each chap-
ter’s membership intake 
process, and believes a 
solution must preserve 
the culture of  NPHC 
organizations.  

“I believe it is important 
to preserve the integrity 
and individuality of  each 
NPHC organization’s 
membership intake pro-
cesses, but widening the 
scope and platform these 
organizations have cre-
ated a better opportunity 
for learning and growth, 
both in terms of  member-
ship size and awareness 
about NPHC,” Johnson 
said in a statement to 

Student Life. 
Recruitment for city-

wide chapters can be 
more difficult for an on-
campus chapter, because 
brothers must visit mul-
tiple campuses in order 
to reach students, accord-
ing to Jones. Washington 
University lacks the 
history of  consistent 
involvement in NPHC 
fraternities, which may 
impact how much time 
NPHC fraternities spend 
on campus, according to 
Jones.

“What oftentimes hap-
pens is you go to the 
places where you’re going 
to get the most return. 
Oftentimes, Wash. U. is 
not that place,” Jones said.  

Jones believes that 
it’s necessary for NPHC 
chapters in St. Louis 
to reconsider how they 
approach Washington 
University students. 

“You’re going to have to 
have different approaches 
even to how black Greeks 
sell themselves to potential 
members,” Jones said. 

Both Jones and Johnson 
have considered poten-
tial solutions that may 
help increase Washington 
University students’ aware-
ness of  city-wide NPHC 
chapters. 

“We can be more inten-
tional to use chapter- and 
council-specific language 
and engage in more 
conversations around 
ensuring the stories and 
experiences of  all frater-
nities and sororities are 
told,” Johnson said.  

Jones proposed utiliz-
ing the existing network 
of  Washington University 
students who are cur-
rent members of  NPHC 
organizations to bring in 
more students who have 
an interest in joining. 
Existing spaces such as the 
Hamsini Living Learning 
Community, also known 
as the Black House, may 
help facilitate connec-
tions between black Greek 
and interested students, 
according to Jones. 

Johnson sits on the 
STL Coalition, a group 
of  professionals who 
advice NPHC chapters 
at various institutions in 
St. Louis. The coalition 
works to ensure that each 
campus is as consistent 
as possible when it comes 
to advisement, support, 
accountability and devel-
opment for these chapters, 
according to Johnson. 

Because student involve-
ment is inconsistent, the 
presence of  support staff, 
like Johnson, is key in 
ensuring that students are 
aware of  all options avail-
able to them in the Greek 
communities on and off  
campus. 

“From my perspective, 
we must work to place a 
strong emphasis on the 

importance of  providing 
NPHC chapters, as well as 
other culturally-based fra-
ternities and sororities, a 
wide and visible platform 
to make their organiza-
tions, missions and values 
known on our campus,” 
Johnson said. 

“I think in this envi-
ronment, in a city-wide 
environment where pres-
ence is always going to be 
up and down. So, you may 
have some years of  consis-
tency but it’s not always 
like that. I think you have 
to have consistent presence 
in terms of  faculty and 
staff,” Jones said. 

Johnson noted that the 
Division of  Student Affairs 
Strategic Plan, commis-
sioned by Dr. Lori White, 
emphasizes continued sup-
port for NPHC and other 
culturally-based fraterni-
ties and sororities. 

One strategy outlined 
to enhancing support for 
“targeted groups” on cam-
pus is to “benchmark best 
practices in student activi-
ties with a particular focus 
on fraternity and sorority 
life.” One specific outcome 
of  the 2017 Fraternity and 
Sorority Life Task Force 
was to “identify ways to 
ensure the fraternity/
sorority community is 
accessible and open to all 
students in the Washington 
University community,” 
according to Johnson. 

None of  the brothers 
we spoke to in Part One 
regret their experience 
in joining a white frater-
nity. All expressed pride 
in their relationships with 
brothers, and in their per-
sonal growth that stemmed 
from their involvement in 
their respective fraterni-
ties. However, the interest 
expressed indicates that 
there is potential for 
growth of  engagement 
with NPHC chapters in 
St. Louis. With the sup-
port of  campus partners, 
such as Campus Life, 
and more outreach from 
black Greeks in St. Louis, 
experiencing a stronger 
presence of  black fraterni-
ties on campus is within 
the realm of  possibility.

Ultimately, finding com-
munity, wherever it may 
be, is an important aspect 
of  the college experience. 
Whether in an NPHC 
organization or an IFC 
organization, finding a 
sense of  brotherhood and 
belonging is a sentiment 
expressed by brothers in 
both types of  Greek orga-
nizations. Having support 
is important, especially 
for black men at the 
University. 

“I think that people 
should ultimately go 
wherever they find a com-
munity that makes them 
happy because being black 
at Wash. U., man, it’s 
hard,” Hogan said.  

BROTHERS from page 1 
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Four a cappella concerts to hit the scene this weekend
QUINCY SCHMECHEL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Amid the chaos of  read-
ing week and finals, it’s not 
uncommon for important 
things to fall under the prior-
ity of  grades—things like a 
healthy and balanced diet, 
a gym routine, extracurricu-
lars and, indeed, all sense 
of  fun. 

Thankfully, a cappella 
groups around campus are 
going to be around over the 
weekend to revive that fun 
factor. 

The Stereotypes will 
be kicking off  the slew of  
concerts Friday, Dec. 7 with 
their show Mr. Stereotype at 
8 p.m. in Graham Chapel. 
The show will also be held 
on Saturday at the same 
time and location; so, there’s 
no excuse to miss it. Tickets 
for the show will be sold 
in the Danforth University 
Center from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. all this week, as well as 
in Bear’s Den from 6-8 p.m. 
and at the door. Tickets will 
cost $7 for students and $10 
for non-students. 

“You can expect extrava-
gant costumes and hilarious 
jokes at our show,” senior 
Tyler Smith, a member of  
the group, said. “But we are 
most passionate about the 
music at Mr. Stereotype.”

Smith says that the show’s 
interesting theme and 
dynamic music are sure to 
be hits that encourages audi-
ence participation. 

“Mr. Stereotype is a pag-
eant-themed show,” Smith 
explained. “Each group 
member embodies their own 

stereotype and competes for 
the title ‘Mr. Stereotype.’ 
A winner will be crowned 
each night—chosen by the 
audience!”

The group began writing 
and rehearsing the show in 
August and has “worked 
consistently to create a 
show that we are proud 
of  and that we hope our 
audience will love,” Smith 
said. They’ve been putting 
in six hours of  practice each 
week, with additional work 
to plan and promote the 
concert. There’s a lot more 
that goes into preparation 
than singing. Reserving 
Graham Chapel, taking 
photos, making flyers, sell-
ing tickets and working with 
sound and lighting special-
ists are all components that 
go into the preparation 
process. 

“You can even catch 
us singing in lectures and 
around campus leading up 
to the show for a few sur-
prise performances,” Smith 
said. 

What makes Stereotypes 
exciting to listen to is the 
mission they strive to 
achieve through their music. 

“We perform a wide 
variety of  music. At this 
concert, you can hear songs 
from Demi Lovato, Guns ‘N 
Roses, Rex Orange County, 
Simon and Garfunkel 
and much more,” Smith 
said. “We like to push the 
boundaries of  traditional a 
cappella and can’t wait to 
share what we’ve been work-
ing on for this concert.”

Meanwhile, also on 
Dec. 8, another group will 

be posted up in Emerson 
Auditorium, but they’ll be 
singing very different tunes. 
You can catch the Aristocats 
at 8 p.m., and tickets will 
be free. 

“As the Aristocats, we 
only sing music created by 
Disney,” sophomore Alex 
Le, a member of  the group, 
said of  the music the audi-
ence can expect to hear. 
“However, Disney actually 
encompasses a lot of  types 
of  music. For example, we’ll 
be singing traditional Disney 
songs like ‘Circle of  Life’ 
and ‘Colors of  the Wind,’ 
but we’ll also be singing 
some less-known songs like 
‘True to Your Heart’ and 
‘Trashin’ the Camp.’”

Furthermore, a newer 
Wash. U. a cappella group, 
Sur Taal Laya, will be add-
ing variety as the opener for 
the Aristocats by singing 
Bollywood fusion music. 

“They’re absolutely phe-
nomenal,” Le said excitedly. 

With that opening act 
and the concert’s theme “Be 
Our Guest,” members of  the 
audience can expect to feel 
especially welcomed in their 
auditorium seats. 

“I think I’m most excited 
about having [the audience] 
hear all of  our less recog-
nizable [songs]. [They’re] 
absolute bops,” Le said of  
the 10 songs the group will 
be performing. “But if  I 
had to anticipate what the 
audience will remember the 
most, I think ‘Circle of  Life’ 
and ‘Colors of  the Wind’ 
are our most beautiful pieces 
and will be our staples for 
the night.”

Like the Stereotypes, the 
Aristocats have been putting 
in work for the show since 
day one of  the semester, six 
hours a week every week. 
This by no means slows 
down as concerts approach. 

“The weeks before 
concert, we have extra 
rehearsals on top of  our 
regular rehearsal sched-
ule,” Le said. “Aside from 
practice, we spend countless 
hours working on PR, [in 
addition to] the logistical 
and financial side of  putting 
on a concert.”

This is all a labor of  love, 
though. 

“I’m super, super excited 
for our concert. I think it’s 
going to be our best one yet, 
and I can guarantee every-
one who attends will enjoy 
it,” Le concluded. 

For those who want to 
celebrate the first weekend 
free of  classes ASAP, yet 
another group can be found 
at 3 p.m. in Ursa’s Fireside 
Saturday, Dec. 8. Even bet-
ter, tickets are free, and there 
will be latkes and music 
served up by Staam. 

“The theme is ‘Staamikah 
Hanukkah: Just Jew it,’” 
senior Katie Simons, Staam 
member, said. “It is a con-
cert celebrating Hanukkah 
but also our theme for this 
year is specifically sporty.”

If  you’re wondering what 
to expect, Staam’s genre is 
a bit all over the place, as it 
celebrates music written or 
performed by Jewish artists.  

“This semester’s set 
includes some stuff  from 
Young the Giant, Neil 
Diamond, P!nk and more,” 

Simons said. “You’ll have 
to come to find out,” she 
added excitedly.

After practicing for seven 
hours a week over the last 
semester, along with count-
less hours of  arranging 
music and promoting their 
concert, Staam is excited to 
showcase their hard work. 
Additionally, they’re excited 
for the group’s freshmen to 
sing in their first real concert 
with Staam. 

“Every semester when we 
perform at Staamikah, we 
showcase some new music 
that our friends/fans haven’t 
yet heard. So, I’m especially 
excited to show my friends 
some of  the new music 
we’ve been working on,” 
Simons said. “Also, it is our 
first years’ first concert with 
Staam. So, I’m really excited 
for them to experience how 
fun it is.”

The last performances of  
the weekend will be by the 
humorously named More 
Fools Than Wise a cappella 
group, who will perform-
ing Saturday, Dec. 8 and 
Sunday, Dec. 9 at 7 p.m. in 
College Hall. Like Staam, 
the group will be offering 
dinner and a show, but with 
a twist. 

“Our concert is unique 
among a cappella perfor-
mances because we put on 
a short Madrigal play when 
the dinner happens, which 
includes some Madrigal 
songs,” senior Emma Price, 
one of  the group coordina-
tors, said. “Following the 
play, we perform our stan-
dard concert songs, which 
include a mixture of  jazz, 

folk and chamber music.”
Tickets to see you favorite 

fools and their Fool House-
themed play will be sold 
in the Danforth University 
Center from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. or in Bear’s Den from 
6 to 8 p.m. The total price is 
$10 with dinner or $6 to sim-
ply go and enjoy the show. 
Tickets will also be sold at 
the door. 

Like the other groups, 
More Fools Than Wise has 
been practicing since the 
beginning of  the semester, 
but Price says getting to 
spend time together is just 
as rewarding as putting on a 
successful show. 

“We spend more time 
together than most members 
of  most clubs,” Price said. 
“We work really hard to 
achieve the best result we 
possibly can. Sometimes, 
this even means putting in 
work outside of  rehearsal. 
But in addition to learning 
and practicing our music, 
we work hard to promote a 
sense of  support and drive 
to build each other up to be 
the best we can be.”

Price anticipates the most 
exciting aspect of  the play 
and dinner will be “the 
wide range of  music we will 
perform, from a beautiful 
setting of  the text for Taps, 
to a traditional Italian folk 
song, to an upbeat jazz song. 
Also, the fact that we not 
only sing but also act.”

Overall, the myriad of  
performances offered over 
the weekend should amount 
to an entertaining, must-see 
unwind before all chaos of  
finals ensues. 



Do you just want to 
spend four weeks cuddling 
up with a fuzzy blanket and 
some romantic comedies 
that will make you feel all 

the feels? You’re not alone, 
and winter break is the 
perfect time for that. Here’s 
a few options to get you 
started.

If  love, actually, is all around 
this holiday season: “Love, 

Actually” (2003)

Do you feel it in your 
fingers? Do you feel it in 
your toes? The creme de la 
creme of  Christmas rom-
coms, “Love, Actually” 
follows nine interconnected 

storylines, including a young 
boy with crush on his class-
mate, a woman struggling 
to balance her love life and 
familial obligations and a 
wife navigating her broken 
marriage. You’ll laugh. 
You’ll cry. You’ll swoon. 
You’ll never get “All I Want 
for Christmas Is You” out of  
your head. 

If  you’re super lonely but the 
holidays still give you hope: 
“Bridget Jones’ Diary” 
(2001)

“Love, Actually” alums 
Hugh Grant and Colin 
Firth star alongside Renee 
Zellweger in this hilarious, 
charmingly relatable British 
rom-com. Featuring ugly 
holiday sweaters and the title 
character belting out Celine 
Dion’s “All by Myself” 
while sipping wine and hys-
terically crying, this film will 
satisfy all your emotional 
needs. Also, the classic line, 
“I like you very much, just 
as you are,” could make 
anyone fall in love.

If  going home and seeing your 
high school friends makes you 
wish you had experienced some 
epic teenage romance: “To 
All the Boys I’ve Loved 
Before” (2018)

When hopeless roman-
tic Lara Jean’s (Lana 
Condor) secret love letters 
are mysteriously sent to 
all her current and former 
crushes, including her sister’s 
ex-boyfriend, Josh (Israel 
Broussard), the high school 
junior engages in a fake rela-
tionship with former crush 
Peter (Noah Centineo) in 
order to convince Josh that 
she no longer has feelings 
for him. Part of  Netflix’s 
“Summer of  Love,” “To All 
the Boys I’ve Loved Before” 
is witty, compelling and, 
with an Asian-American 
leading lady, a step towards 
increased representation in 
the genre. 

If  you’re in desperate need of  
a break from summer job or 
internship applications but you 
still want to feel like you’re doing 
something work-related: “Set It 
Up” (2018)

In another recent Netflix 
rom-com, two assistants 
(Zoey Deutch and Glen 
Powell) team up to set up 
their tyrant bosses (Lucy Liu 
and Taye Diggs) to get them 
off  their backs. However, 
the duo runs into trouble 
when they start to question 
the morality of  their actions 
as well as the status of  their 

own relationship. Deutch’s 
and Powell’s characters are 
charmingly likeable, while 
Liu and Diggs play delight-
fully dislikable bosses that 
are hilariously entertaining 
to watch, but by whom no 
one would ever want to be 
employed. 

If  you’re in need of  an island 
escape: “Forgetting Sarah 
Marshall” (2008)

This film caters to both 
die-hard rom-com fans and 
those who find the genre 
revolting. In addition to 
writing and co-producing 
the film, Jason Segel stars as 
television score composer 
Peter, who travels to Hawaii 
for a much needed vaca-
tion after a bad breakup. In 
addition to general hilar-
ity and an amazing cast 
(Mila Kunis, Jonah Hill, 
Paul Rudd and Kristen 
Bell, to name a few), the 
film includes some awe-
some original songs, such 
as the vulgar yet strangely 
beautiful “Inside of  You,” 
performed by Russell Brand 
(yet another stand-out 
cast member), and selec-
tions from Peter’s comedic 
Dracula musical. 
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Happy holidays, sweet 
Student Life readers. Here’s 
a list of  Christmas and holi-
day songs that have an early 
country-style flavor to them, 
so you can yearn for the vast 
expanses of  the American 
West while also keeping 
your holiday spirit aflame. 

I’m Gonna Tell Santa 
Claus on You
Faron Young

 In this original song, 

Young sings about a twisted 
yet festive punishment he 
devised for an unfaithful 
lover. This isn’t the most 
jolly of  holiday songs—
mutual unhappiness is 
guaranteed, as Young sings 
“you’ll be sad, and I’ll be 
blue.” However, the song 
is bouncy and infectiously 
catchy, and is all around a 
lot of  fun.

Two-Step ‘Round The 
Christmas Tree’
Michael Martin Murphy

 Fiddles and bright 

vocals create a bright and 
lively musical song about 
a rambunctious Christmas 
Eve. “A ‘silent night’ is not 
for me,” Murphy sings, and 
while this song seems to 
verge on the rowdy, it is ulti-
mately about celebrating the 
holidays with loved ones, in 
whatever form is meaning-
ful to you.

They Shined Up 
Rudolph’s Nose
Johnny Horton

 Written in 1959, Horton 
sings a charming and 

innocent song about spread-
ing the Christmas spirit. 
A simple yet joyful song 
featuring a delightful piano 
solo and a surprisingly intri-
cate vocal and instrumental 
arrangements.

 
Pretty Paper
Willie Nelson

 A slower, heartfelt song 
detailing that within and 
beneath the holiday bustle 
for presents, the meaning of  
the season is about generos-
ity and spending time with 
loved ones. “Pretty Paper” 

is more emotionally com-
plex than most Christmas 
songs, but the earnestness 
and humanity it conveys 
makes it worth a listen.

Santa’s Gonna Come In A 
Stagecoach
Buck Owens

 “We live way out west,” 
Owens sings, “and it didn’t 
snow out here.” Rather than 
fly in his sleigh, this song 
describes how Santa will 
instead make the journey 
west in a bell-emblazoned 
stagecoach. Full of  

liveliness and twang, this 
song is a wholesome and 
delightful take on the Santa 
story.

Blue Christmas
Hank Snow

 Snow gives a soulful 
rendition of  this Christmas 
classic. His characteristi-
cally velvety voice captures 
the sorrow of  the song bet-
ter than any other western 
cover I’ve heard (and there 
are many, many western 
and western-adjacent covers 
of  this song out there).

UDIO HILES: Vintage country Christmas

ELIZABETH PHELAN
STAFF WRITER

JORDAN COLEY
STAFF WRITER

Les Miserables to play at the Fabulous Fox Theatre

Thursday, Dec. 6

Brother Bird with Emily 
Wallace 
8 p.m. at the Blueberry Hill Duck 
Room
Emily Wallace, an indie singer and 
songwriter from St. Louis, opens for 
indie rock outfit Brother Bird. Usually 
the solo project of Caroline Swon, this 
will be Brother Bird’s first tour as a full 
band.

The Landsharks
7:30 p.m. at The Pageant
Kids Rock Cancer presents “A Night 
in Margaritaville,” with featured guest 
The Landsharks. The Landsharks are 
a Jimmy Buffet tribute band who have 
performed across the country. Join 
them on Thursday for a great time and 
to benefit kids with cancer.

Friday, Dec. 7

San Holo with Taska Black, 
Eastghost and BeauDamian 
8 p.m. at The Pageant
Genre-bending EDM artist San Holo is on 
tour for his first album. Accompanying 
him are electronic artists Taska Black, 
Eastghost and BeauDamian, all of whom 
take inspiration from a wide range of 
genres.

The Good Deeds with Mt. 
Thelonious and Prairie Rehab 
8 p.m. at Off Broadway
St. Louis-based bands The Good Deeds, 
Mt. Thelonious and Prairie Rehab take 
inspiration from all over. Officially 
categorized as indie, or as Mt. Thelonious 
puts it, “American,” these bands blend a 
little bit of everything, from pop and rock 
to blues and country, into their music.

With Confidence and 
Broadside 
7 p.m. at Fubar
My concert pick for the weekend, With 
Confidence and Broadside channel the 
style and energetic performance of early 
2000s pop punk into this decade.

Saturday, Dec. 8

The Revivalists with Mt. Joy 
8 p.m. at The Pageant
Alternative rock band The Revivalists are 
on tour for their 2018 album “Take Good 
Care,” their first after their 2017 hit single 
“Wish I Knew You.” Opening for them is 
indie folk rock band Mt. Joy.

Caamp with Savannah Conley 

8 p.m. at Delmar Hall
Savannah Conley, a rising country artist 
whose music is tied to folk and Americana, 
opens for Ohio folk band Caamp.

Seaway and Trophy Eyes 
7 p.m. at Fubar
Pop punk act Seaway co-headlines with 
Trophy Eyes, a band known for blending 
hardcore with pop and modern rock. 
Openers Microwave, Can’t Swim and Hot 
Mulligan round out the evening’s lineup.

Sunday, Dec. 9

Steel Panther with Wilson 
8 p.m. at The Pageant
Steel Panther has been touring with, 
as their Spotify biography claims, “the 
best heavy metal music in the world” 
for almost 20 years. Joining them on 
this run is fellow metal band Wilson.

Thor Axe, Lazer Wulf and 
Double Ferrari 
8 p.m. at Off Broadway
With tour catchphrase “Three bands, 
no vocals,” join metal bands Thor Axe, 
Lazer Wulf and Double Ferrari for a 
night of instrumental metal music.

WEEKEND CONCERT PREVIEW

Romantic comedies to warm your heart this winter break
JADEN SATENSTEIN
STAFF WRITER

READ THE REST AT 
STUDLIFE.COM

The national tour of  
the Broadway show “Les 
Miserables,” with stun-
ning direction by Laurence 
Connor, will be playing at 
St. Louis’ Fabulous Fox 
Theatre Dec. 11-16. The 
Fox Theatre was built in 
1929, and since then more 
than 15 million people have 
gone there to see movie pre-
miers, concerts, Broadway 

shows and many more 
special events.

Victor Hugo originally 
wrote the novel “Les 
Miserables” in French in 
1845, and since then it has 
been translated into English 
and there have been many 
adaptations, including the 
2012 movie-musical star-
ring Hugh Jackman. The 
touring production includes 
new staging and redesigned 
scenery inspired by Victor 
Hugo’s own paintings.

After spending 19 years 
in prison for stealing a 
loaf  of  bread in early 19th 
century France, protagonist 
Jean Valjean breaks parole 
and turns his life around. 
He becomes the mayor and 
factory owner of  a town, 
and even begins taking care 
of  Cosette, the child of  one 
of  his struggling workers. 
However, Javert, one of  the 
officers at Valjean’s prison, 
eventually figures out his 
identity and is determined 

to obtain justice by putting 
Valjean back in prison. 
Jean Valjean and Cosette 
subsequently spend the next 
decade always on the move 
as Valjean tries to avoid 
Javert.

Nine years later, a revolu-
tion is brewing in Paris after 
the execution of  one of  the 
only government leaders 
who shows compassion to 
the poor. Among the lead-
ers of  the revolution are a 
group of  young intellectuals 

who meet at “The ABC 
Cafe,” including the roman-
tic Marius Pontmercy, the 
audacious Enjolras and the 
intemperate Grantaire.

The revolutionar-
ies boldly fight for what 
they believe is right, and 
the energy and courage 
they put into their efforts 
is simply compelling to 
watch. During the planning 
of  the revolution, Marius 
and Cosette have a chance 
meeting and fall in love. 

Their blooming romance is 
heartwarming to watch, but 
unbeknownst to Marius, 
his longtime best friend 
Eponine is in love with 
him, which adds a bitter-
sweet element to their love 
story.

“Les Misérables” is a 
beautiful story of  love, loss 
and hope in 19th century 
France. Tickets range from 
$49-150 at the Fabulous 
Fox Theatre, located at 527 
N Grand Blvd. in St. Louis.
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W
e are writing 
to acknowl-
edge the 
concerns 

that were raised in a recent 
anonymous submission to 
Student Life. The safety and 
well-being of our students is 
always our top priority, and 
our team of well-trained and 
carefully selected resident 
advisers are here to ensure that 
the students living with us feel 
safe and supported. We agree 

with the author of the anony-
mous letter that the onus 
should not be on survivors 
to bring forward information 
related to sexual assault allega-
tions about resident adviser 
applicants if that information 
is already known somewhere 
else within the University. We 
are committed to fully vetting 
all of our applicants through a 
rigorous interview and screen-
ing process. We share the 
names of all of our applicants 
with multiple campus partners 
to help us determine whether 
our applicants have been 
involved in past situations 
which would prevent them 

from being strong candidates 
for the position. And when 
members of the community 
bring information forward 
about our candidates, that 
information becomes part of  
the process. 

We are proud of our dedi-
cated team of resident advisers 
and believe this is one of the 
most challenging and impor-
tant leadership roles we have 
for students on our campus.  
If anyone in our community 
has information or suggestions 
they would like to share with 
us about our resident adviser 
selection process, please don’t 
hesitate to contact us.

M
any aspects 
of cam-
pus life at 
Washington 

University seem to spike 
during finals season: the 
number of coffee orders in 
Whispers, the mountain of  
deadlines that students juggle 
and, unfortunately, the overall 
stress level among the student 
body. Wash. U.’s demanding 
environment, when combined 
with as the driven personali-
ties of students handling the 
school’s workload, produce 
a culture of stress that is 
especially prevalent during 
this time of year. This pattern 

isn’t confined to Wash. U.’s 
campus alone: Around the 
country, thousands of college 
students are facing the same 
challenge of performing well 
on tests and papers before the 
semester ends. 

Around the time of  
midterms, I first noticed the 
Project Let’s posters taped to 
the bathroom stalls in Olin 
Library. They emphasize that 
a stressful culture exists at 
Wash. U., and they caution 
that consequently participat-
ing in unhealthy behaviors “is 
not healthy or okay.” These 
are valuable posters for stu-
dents to see, but posters alone 
won’t enact change. Students 
and faculty need to promote 
more positive academic 

mindsets in order to feel a 
true difference in the campus 
environment. 

On the list of suggestions 
provided by Project Let’s, 
one in particular stood out 
to me — “Be honest about  
your schedules—are you 
overcommitted?” At Wash. U. 
especially, busy schedules are 
a key component of student 
life. I frequently hear the 
questions of “What are you 
involved in?” and “Are you 
looking to get more involved?” 
around campus. Wash. U. 
students’ ambition and moti-
vation are impressive; I enjoy 
learning in an environment 
where my peers bring different 
experiences and interests with 
them into every conversation. 

However, I sometimes wish 
that the focus of students, 
myself included, was placed 
more on the quality of their 
commitments instead of the 
sheer quantity of them. The 
next time somebody asks 
about campus involvement, 
can we challenge ourselves to 
include the reasons for why 
we enjoy our commitments 
(instead of simply running 
through a list of their titles)? 
Small changes in the way we 
talk about our schedules may 
help to foster more positivity 
around the workload, both 
academic and extracurricular, 
that we face during finals. 

An additional aspect 
of generating a healthier 
culture includes the structure 

of finals themselves. The 
classes that I have enjoyed 
the most this year have been 
the ones in which profes-
sors emphasize that certain 
deadlines are flexible. For 
example, a final exam might 
be optional, or the due date 
of a paper might be revised so 
that students can process the 
material more deeply instead 
of rushing through it in the 
interest of time. I realize that 
the structure of classes vary 
widely at Wash. U. depending 
on departmental policies and 
course content; the demands 
of an introductory class are 
not the same as those of a 300 
or 400 level one. However, 
slight changes to syllabi, even 
unexpected ones, can make 

an impactful difference in the 
pressure students feel when 
completing a week’s worth of  
work. 

Managing deadlines and 
responsibilities is a crucial 
skill to learn in college. There 
is no question that the classes 
and environment of Wash. 
U. teach students invaluable 
skills as they move forward 
personally and professionally. 
Regardless of how much we 
enjoy our school, however, 
the Project Let’s posters serve 
as an important reminder 
that during periods of intense 
studying and testing, there 
is always potential for small 
changes to be made that can 
promote more positivity on 
campus as a whole. 

W
ashington 
University 
commu-
nity, as the 

head coach of the Wash. 
U. women’s soccer team, I 
wanted to thank you for the 
endless support. With your 
help, 2018 has been a very 
successful year. We won 
the UAA title, played in the 

NCAA semifinals, had an 
undefeated regular season, 
four named All-Americans, 
one Academic All-American, 
five All-Region athletes, 
two Academic All-District 
student-athletes, 12 UAA 
Athletes of the Week, two 
Final Four All-Tournament 
Team members and 12 
Academic All-UAA 
Scholar-Champions. Most 
importantly, we had 25 indi-
viduals that came together as 

one family.
Belief is a powerful thing. 

We have a group of women 
that believe in each other. A 
group that makes each other 
better. A group that embraces 
each other’s imperfections. 
A group that embodies what 
it is to be not only student-
athletes, but more accurately, 
scholar-champions.

We are also fortunate 
to have a community that 
believes in us. At Wash. U., 

we have a campus com-
munity that makes the high 
achievements of a scholar-
champion attainable. Thank 
you to the professors for 
working with our busy 
schedule and for providing 
a world-class education, 
despite our conflicts. Thank 
you for believing that 
athletics are a worthwhile 
supplement to academia 
and challenging our women 
to be their best. Thank you 

to Student Life making the 
trip to North Carolina, and 
the quality coverage of our 
program. Thank you to the 
athletics community for rally-
ing in fandom and facilitating 
two weekends of the NCAA 
tournament on Francis Field.

Finally, to the entire Wash. 
U. family, anyone who 
tweeted, emailed, wished 
us luck, cleared snow from 
Francis, packed the stands, 
watched online, screamed 

encouragement to their 
computer or TV or even 
traveled to North Carolina, 
your passion helps us strive 
towards greatness. We are 
proud to wear “Washington 
University” across our jerseys 
and represent this university 
with respect, integrity and 
class!

 
Sincerely,
The Women’s Soccer 

Family
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Thank you from the women’s soccer family

In response to the anonymous 
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W
ashington 
University, 
along with 
its peer 

institutions in the Association 
of American Universities, is 
prepared to submit its objec-
tions to the Department of  
Education’s proposed Title IX 
changes.

Prior to implementing 
changes, the DOE is legally 
obligated to hold a 60-day 
window—until Jan. 28, 
2019—during which the 

public can submit responses 
to the proposal. Wash. U. 
student groups Title Mine and 
Wash. U. Planned Parenthood 
Generation Action are 
planning to host a “Comment-
Writing Party” tomorrow 
at 4:30 p.m. for students to 
provide their own comments.

The Editorial Board urges 
students to participate in this 
process during the comment-
ing period, if not tomorrow, 
then either on their own or 
at a later comment-writing 

party. The proposed changes 
will have tangible effects on 
students—don’t allow the 
opportunity to speak out pass 
by.

In particular, the new 
guidelines may hurt survivors. 
For example, the regulations 
would allow cross-examina-
tion between the accused and 
the complainant—running the 
risk of further traumatizing the 
survivor. The process of filing 
a Title IX is already difficult 
to undertake; the possibility 

of being confronted by their 
perpetrators is one that would 
discourage survivors from 
reporting and further protect 
perpetrators.

Wash. U. plans to reject 
this notion outright, which 
the board commends, but it is 
important for students to share 
their disapproval, too. While 
this rejection is admirable, if  
the change is implemented as 
is, Wash. U.  will be required 
to follow the procedure as law. 
The time to speak out is now.

The proposal also allows 
universities to require a higher 
standard of evidence (clear 
and convincing, rather than 
preponderance) in assault 
cases. Wash. U. elects to use 
a preponderance of evidence 
in all student conduct cases 
and would remain consistent 
in Title IX cases, but it is 
still important for students 
to reject this option. Such a 
standard, if chosen by other 
U.S. institutions, would make 
it even more difficult for 

survivors across the nation 
to pursue action against their 
perpetrators.

While the administration 
understandably emphasizes 
that they will continue to 
support survivors regardless 
of what changes are finalized, 
we implore students to take 
matters into their own hands 
to the extent that is possible—
understand the gravity of the 
proposal, learn more at tomor-
row’s event and add your own 
comments in response.

Make your voice heard on proposed Title IX changes
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          drink &  dine
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