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THE SNAPCHETTES 
Student band brings 
1960s-inspired funk 
music into the 21st 
century 
(Cadenza, pg 6)

WYDOWN DRAMA 
Sproule scores an 
overtime winner as 
men’s soccer beats 
Fontbonne 
(Sports, pg 7)THE OLIN GAMES CONTINUE

(Scene, pg 4)

College rankings website Niche 
placed Washington University as 
No. 1 on its list of  “Best College 
Campuses in America” for the 
second year in a row.

Niche determines its rankings 
using key statistics and student 
reviews as well as data from the 
U.S. Department of  Education. 
To determine the best campus, 
Niche also considers factors such 
as campus food, local area, cam-
pus housing and safety.

Niche assigned the University 

an overall grade of  “A+” and 
ranked the University at No. 11 
on its “Best Colleges in America” 
overall list. Niche also ranked 
the University at No. 1 for “Best 
Colleges for Architecture in 
America” for 2019.

Provost Holden Thorp is not 
surprised at the University’s cam-
pus ranking. 

“This has been a focus of  
Chancellor Wrighton’s for the last 
24 years. We have a physical envi-
ronment for teaching research 
that is second to none in terms of  
its beauty and the way that spaces 
are set up for students and faculty 

to interact with each other, talk 
about new ideas,” Thorp said. 
“And it’s often very meticu-
lously and deliberately planned 
by Chancellor Wrighton and the 
Board.”

Vice Provost for Admissions 
& Financial Aid Ronne Turner 
believes the campus is an impor-
tant part of  student life. 

“We have an incred-
ible campus, we’re an incredible 
institution and it’s great to be rec-
ognized,” Turner said. “I think 
it’s really important—students 
are spending four years on a col-
lege campus and they want to 

like that campus. They want the 
facilities to be good facilities. 
It’s going to be their home for a 
number of  years and being in an 
environment that makes them feel 
comfortable as they are studying 
and working hard and walking 
across campus, in terms of  beauty 
of  the campus, it can help relax 
students.”

Turner doesn’t believe the 
ranking will affect students’ final 
decisions about the University.

“Most of  the data and 
research that’s been done on the 

WU named best campus in US by Niche
Website ranks University No. 1 for second straight year

Student Union announced an 
initiative called “Support the 
Cause,” which will sell t-shirts this 
week to fund support for those 
affected by hurricane Florence. 

Earlier in the week, Chancellor 
Mark Wrighton sent an email to 
the Washington University com-
munity expressing concern.

Wrighton, who had sent a 
more personal email to students 
from North and South Carolina 
the week before, reached out to 
the entire student body Sept. 17, 
urging the community to make 
donations when they could.

“I wanted to reach out to our 
community to let you know that 
my thoughts are with all who are 
affected by this massive storm, 
the impact of  which is ongoing,” 
Wrighton wrote. “I know many 
of  you have direct or indirect ties 
to that part of  the country, with 
family members and friends who 
may be dealing with loss, damage 
or disruption, and we are holding 
you all in our hearts during this 
difficult time.”

SU’s Vice President of  
Finance Shelly Gupta considered 
Wrighton’s email to be a useful 
call to action in responding to this 
natural disaster.

“I read about it every morning, 
and I think probably a lot of  other 
students knew about it. But I 
think they didn’t know how close 
to home it was in terms of  the 
amount of  students on our cam-
pus who were affected,” Gupta 
said.

SU began selling t-shirts 
on Monday, after having a 
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Students walk past the clocktower on the South 40--one of the most recognizable features of Washington University’s campus. Niche, a college rankings 
website, ranked the campus first in the U. S. using a combination of key statistics, student reviews, and data from the U. S. Department of Education.
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Washington University admin-
istrators addressed the recent wave 
of  crime near campus and outlined 
new security measures in separate 
emails sent to parents and students 
Sept. 18.

Safety concerns have increased 
recently following an armed robbery 
on Washington Ave., a carjack-
ing at the intersection of  Rosedale 
and Pershing, a second carjack-
ing on Waterman Boulevard and a 
shooting at the Delmar MetroLink 
station. Executive Vice Chancellor 
for Administration Hank Webber 
emailed the Washington University 
community, while Vice Chancellor 
for Student Affairs Lori White 

forwarded Webber’s message to par-
ents and added her own comments.

In her email, White emphasized 
the University’s duty to respond 
with measures such as these while 
reiterating the University’s commit-
ment to safety.

“The frequency and severity of  
these crimes is extremely disturb-
ing, and the University, as well as 
the municipalities around us, must 
respond,” White wrote. “I want to 
assure you that the University is 
working aggressively to take imme-
diate and longer-term action to 
address public safety.”

The University’s response plan 
centers around both increasing the 
availability of  off-campus trans-
portation and strengthening the 
presence of  WUPD in the areas 

surrounding campus. Specifically, 
the Green Line and other shuttle 
services now have larger capacity to 
transport students who might other-
wise have to walk home alone, and 
WUPD has increased the number 
of  officers patrolling neighborhoods 
near campus at night.

Webber also stressed the need for 
WUPD to collaborate with neigh-
boring police departments and 
collect information on nearby crime 
trends.

“These coordinated efforts are 
extremely important; they help to 
most effectively focus capacity and 
manpower and share information 
about regional public safety trends 
and criminal activity,” Webber 
wrote.

According to both White and 

Webber, the Overpass over Forest 
Park Parkway, now scheduled for 
an early reopening Oct. 8, will 
increase campus safety. Webber 
noted that the Overpass will bet-
ter connect the University to its 
neighborhoods.

“To provide more direct access to 
campus from the adjoining neigh-
borhoods to the north, we will 
reopen our pedestrian bridge over 
Forest Park Parkway earlier than 
expected. Starting Monday, Oct. 
8, half  of  the bridge’s width will be 
accessible until the entire width of  
the bridge is complete later in the 
month,” Webber wrote.

Junior Courtney Chan expects 
the Overpass to increase off-cam-
pus safety but still believes that 
the University needs to do more to 

address the issue.
“I’m so happy the Overpass is 

opening sooner,” Chan said. “It’s 
been difficult getting to and from 
campus from the Lofts, especially 
with the Green Line not having 
enough capacity for students and 
with the recent safety concerns on 
the Loop. I’m hopeful that this will 
help address those concerns, but I 
still think there’s some issues that 
need to be addressed by Wash. U., 
mainly the lack of  transportation 
and safety late at night.”

Early Tuesday morning a man 
was shot in an attempted carjack-
ing at a red light on the 700 block 
of  Skinker Boulevard south of  
Danforth Campus. At the time of  
publication, the University had not 
issued a comment.

University administrators respond to spike in crime
SEE RANKINGS, PAGE 2 SEE FLORENCE, PAGE 2
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Recent Crimes and Administration Responses

Aug. 31
ARMED ROBBERY

ON WASHINGTON 
AVE.

ARMED CARJACKING 
ON ROSEDALE AND 

WATERMAN

LORI WHITE SENDS 
EMAIL TO PARENTS 

CONCERNING 
SAFETY

TWO SHOT AT 
DELMAR METROLINK

ARMED CARJACKING 
ON WATERMAN AND 

DESPERE

HANK WEBBER 
SENDS SAFETY 

EMAIL TO STUDENT 
BODY

EMAIL FROM LORI 
WHITE ABOUT 

SAFETY INCLUDING 
WEBBER’S EMAIL

Sep. 9 Sep. 10 Sep. 12 Sep. 16 Sep. 18 Sep. 18

GRAPHIC BY BRANDON WILBURN

Wrighton, SU 
encourage 
hurricane 
relief efforts



THURSDAY 20
 
Discussions in Architectural History and Theory Lecture—“Exhibiting Yugoslavia”
Givens Hall, Kemp Aud., noon 
Vladimir Kulic, associate professor at the School of Architecture, Florida Atlantic Univer-
sity, will speak.

Lecture and Panel Discussion featuring Richard Reeves, author of “Dream Hoarders”
Brown School, Clark-Fox Forum, 3 p.m. 
Richard Reeves, author of “Dream Hoarders: How the American Upper Middle Class Is 
Leaving Everyone Else in the Dust, Why That Is a Problem, and What to Do About It,” 
will take part in a lecture and panel discussion sponsored by the Center for Social Devel-
opment. A book signing and reception will follow. 

FRIDAY 21
 
Workshop in Politics, Ethics, and Society—“Borderline Personality Disorder: The 
Moral Superheroes Virtue Ethics Needs”
Seigle Hall, Room 248, noon
Katie Rapier of the Department of Philosophy will hold a discussion with Prof. Eric 
Brown.

AIMBE Day—“Falling out of Love with Science”
Whitaker Hall, Room 100, 3:30 p.m.
Milan Yager, American Inst. for Medical and Biological Engineering (AIMBE) will 
speak.  Learn how engineers and scientists can successfully discuss their research with a 
member of Congress and make a winning case for federal funding for medical and bio-
logical research. Reception follows. RSVP online.

Koplant No: an electro-acoustic jazz quartet
560 Music Center, Pillsbury Theatre, 7:30 p.m.
Ensemble fuses intricate compositions and jazz improvisation with electronica, progres-

sive rock and hip-hop.  

theFLIPSIDE
EVENT CALENDAR

THURS 20
PARTLY CLOUDY
94/75

FRI 21
PARTLY CLOUDY
84/85

SAT 22
CLOUDY
74/76

SUN 23
MOSTLY SUNNY
77/62
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DISCOVER A 
GENEROUS  
SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM.

©2014. Paid for by the United States Army.  
All rights reserved.

The U.S. Army’s Health Professions Scholarship 
Program (HPSP) offers qualified medical, dental 
and veterinary students full tuition for a graduate-
level degree at the school of your choice. You’ll 
receive a monthly stipend and payment for books, 
equipment and academic fees, as well as the 
potential to grow as a leader.

To learn more, visit
healthcare.goarmy.com/bts

importance of  rankings 
says that it doesn’t really 
impact the final decision 
but it may put an institution 
on a student’s list to investi-
gate,” Turner said.  “I think 
it’s very important again to 
make students feel at home. 
Prospective students, when 
they’re looking at colleges 
and universities, [look at] 
the beauty of  the campus 
and facilities. I think [this] 
is a signal for the resources 
that an institution has and 
the type of  experiences that 
a student may have.”

Niche also ranked the 
University the best college 
for architecture in the U.S.

“One [thing that sets the 
College of  Architecture 
apart] is that we’re a fresh-
man start program so that 

students really begin in 
architecture studios first 
year...Not every school has 
a program that begins first 
year right off  the bat in 
design studios,” Associate 
Dean of  Students in the 
Sam Fox School Georgia 
Binnington said. “I think 
another thing is what is 
offered for architecture stu-
dents in the rest of  Wash. 
U.—the idea that you’re 
on this wonderful univer-
sity campus and although 
you’re studying a specific 
thing in art, architecture 
or design, you’re still able 
to study many other things 
as well. And I think that 
is part of  what makes us 
different.”

Junior Javier Zarazua 
believes the faculty and 

class sizes set the architec-
ture school apart as well. 

“The faculty here are 
mostly practicing archi-
tects, so they have a lot 
of  really great real-world 
experience. They know 
what works and what 
doesn’t when it comes to 
being a student outside of  
undergrad or trying to pur-
sue a job or career, which 
is really cool,” Zarazua 
said. “I think another thing 
that really helps is the class 
sizes. Our classes tend to 
be really small so I get a 
lot of  chances to have one-
on-one discussions with 
professors, which I think is 
really great, specifically for 
architecture which can be 
arbitrary and subjective at 
times.” 

RANKINGS from page 1 
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conversation in their exec 
council about their platform 
of  being more empathetic 
and supportive within the 
University Community. 

“We decided that it’s our 
place to be able to provide 
any resources that we can,” 
VP of  Public Relations 
Rory Mather said. “We sat 
down and [asked], ‘Well, 
what can a student govern-
ment actually do?’ Sending 
an email really is not going 
to do much. We thought 
about what we actually had 
in terms of  resources, and 
what we have is the shirts 

that we sell for our own 
fundraising. And since this 
is a cause that we know 
students were definitely 
going to [want to support], 
we decided to fundraise for 
that.”

SU sold t-shirts on 
Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday during lunch 
at the Danforth University 
Center and then at the 
Bear’s Den throughout din-
ner. According to Gupta, 
SU will be switching to 
selling just in Bear’s Den 
through lunch and dinner 
until their final sale at the 

DUC on Friday.
“We are running out of  

shirts so…because we didn’t 
know how many to order in 
preparation for this, we’re 
running out of  [them]. 
We’ll sell them until we 
have no more,” Gupta said.

SU has raised $600 so far 
and will donate their final 
sum at the end of  the week 
to United Way Hurricane 
Florence Recovery Fund, 
a relief  fund supporting 
the areas around South 
Carolina, North Carolina 
and Virginia, which accord-
ing to Gupta, sends help to 

the most affected areas.
“We did some research, 

and they seemed to have 
a pretty good relief  effort 
set up right there in the 
most affected area. So, we 
decided to donate there,” 
Gupta said.

Before SU could offi-
cially begin fundraising for 
Hurricane Florence, they 
had to determine whether 
they would be able fun-
draise for future crises. 
Though historically SU has 
not fundraised for natural 
disasters like Hurricane 
Florence, Mather believes 

that this effort will set a 
precedent for SU to use 
their funds for aid in the 
future. 

“Whenever SU [does] 
something as big as this, 
we have to make sure that 
this is something we can 
do sustainably,” Mather 
said. “This is not just for 
Hurricane Florence; this is 
not just for this one time.”

Gupta believes that SU 
will make this initiative not 
just a one-time support the 
cause event, but a sustain-
able initiative. 

“Long-term, we’re 

calling this initiative 
‘Support the Cause.’ Down 
the line, [we will] order 
more shirts or order more 
[items] for SU initiatives to 
support other relief  efforts, 
other types of  things that 
we can help financially 
support through fundrais-
ing,” Gupta said. “I think 
this is ground zero for what 
could happen with this 
initiative.”

Editors note: Rory 
Mather is a news reporter 
for Student Life

Additional reporting by 
Olivia Szymanski

FLORENCE from page 1

Washington University’s 
Department of  Mathematics 
changed its official name 
to the Department of  
Mathematics and Statistics.

The faculty decided to 

change the name to reflect 
the growth of  statistics as 
an integral part of  the math-
ematics department at the 
University. 

According to Chair 
of  the Department John 
McCarthy, the name offi-
cially changed last spring. 

“It changed at the end 
of  last semester. And it 
went through much more 
quickly than we expected,” 
McCarthy said. “We dis-
cussed it at a department 
meeting; we voted on it at 
the next department meet-
ing; and we passed it on to 
the dean, who approved 
it.”

The name changed 
in accordance with an 
internal change in the 
department to show the 
prevalence of  statistics as 
a whole and to illustrate 
the increasing number of  
classes and faculty.

“The number of  statisti-
cians in our department has 
been growing,” McCarthy 
said. “It’s now six out 
of  26. When I started a 
long, long time ago it was 
two out of  28. So, it more 
accurately reflects what we 
do and [the] huge student 
interest in statistics. We 
now have a masters and 
Ph.D. in statistics as well as 
probability and statistics, 
which is a popular under-
graduate major track.”

Junior math major Tom 
Howells thinks the rise 
in popularity in statistics 
is due to its increasing 
employability.

“I think there’s a grow-
ing need for statistics 
students,” Howells said. 
“Stats is very employable, 
and it also couples up 
really well with things like 
computer science, if  you’re 

Department of Mathematics renamed Department of Mathematics and Statistics
GRACE STOHR
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER
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Cupples I in the Brookings Quad is home to the mathematics department. The department 
recently changed its official name to the Department of Mathematics and Statistics, a change 
which was made to better reflect the growing importance of statistics within the department.SEE STATS, PAGE 3

“Thinker on a Rock” is one of many statues scattered around Washington University’s campus. The 
University has been ranked by Niche as the best campus in the U.S. for the second straight year
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Join Chancellor Mark Wrighton and Vice 
Chancellor for Student Affairs, Lori S. White, as 
they welcome and introduce WashU students 
to Chancellor Designate, Andrew Martin.  

All WashU students welcome! Free food!

Tuesday, September 25th  
3-8 PM, Athletic Complex

New Chancellor 
Welcome Reception
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The Association of  Latin 
American Students (ALAS), 
an affinity group and sup-
port network for Hispanic 
and Latinx students at 
Washington University, pro-
grammed several events to 
celebrate Hispanic Heritage 
Month and welcome new 
students to the organization. 

Hispanic Heritage Month 
is a nationally recognized 
holiday in the United States 
that begins Sept. 15 and 
ends Oct. 15. These dates 
represent a significant time 
in history for many Latin 
American countries. 

 “It celebrates Hispanic 
[heritage]—the indepen-
dence of  a lot of  Latin 
American countries was 
gained in September; so, 
that is why it is globally 

used as a month to celebrate 
Hispanic culture, Hispanic 
independence of  countries 
and, in the United States, 
it includes Latinx culture,” 
ALAS Co-Heritage Chair 
junior Maria Cortez Lopez 
said.

ALAS kicked off  
Hispanic Heritage Month 
by hosting Club Caliente, a 
Latin Dance night, on Sept. 
7.

“For Hispanic heritage 
month, we like to combine 
some social and some edu-
cational stuff  and involve 
the greater Latinx com-
munity. So, for the social 
stuff, we have a Latin dance 
night that occurs in Mudd 
Multipurpose. And we reach 
out to anyone who likes 
music in Spanish and hear 
music that they wouldn’t 
hear at other venues in St. 
Louis,” Lopez said.

ALAS hosted their first 
general body meeting of  
the year, which focused 
on the history of  both the 
organization and the his-
tory of  Latinx students at 
the University, on Sept. 12. 
During the meeting, Lopez 
provided a forum to speak 
about individual experiences 
being Latinx.

“I think specifically, at 
Wash. U., it is our time to 
show the rest of  campus 
that we are here and to share 
our voices,” ALAS External 
Vice President and senior 
Sabrina Sedovic said.

The number of  Latinx stu-
dents at the University has 
trended up in recent years, 
composing 7.4 percent of  
the student body in 2018, up 
from 6 percent in 2017. 

“Hispanic Heritage 
month is to recognize each 
other’s heritage, culture and 

accomplishments,” ALAS 
Internal Vice President and 
junior Brady Delgadillo 
said. “For Latinx and 
people of  color in general, 
a lot of  those things are 
overlooked.” 

Latinx students were 
given the chance to engage 
with their own stories and 
identity with the prompt, 
“I came from” through a 
whiteboard campaign. 

“We have a whiteboard 
campaign where we like to 
engage the greater student 
body at Wash. U. and raise 
awareness about where peo-
ple’s heritages come from,” 
Lopez said.

ALAS also programmed 
a Welcome Back Barbecue 
Sept. 15. 

“The welcome back bar-
becue is an ALAS tradition, 
and it is usually held one of  
the weekends of  Hispanic 

Heritage month and usually 
on the [South] 40 because 
it is an event more targeted 
toward freshman. We have a 
fun barbecue [with a] carne 
asada vibe. It is a good way 
to get introduced to new 
members in a casual and 
fun environments since 
everyone loves free food,” 
Lopez said. “We usually 
supplement the usual barbe-
cue with potluck sides like 
guacamole or pico de gallo 
or salsa, stuff  that people 
would probably eat at home 
if  they went to a barbecue.”

To introduce students to 
greater community service 
engagement, ALAS planned 
a Latinx Community 
Service in St. Louis Session 
for Sept. 19.

“We [did] a panel on 
community service, which 
is how you can get involved 
with other [organizations] 

in St. Louis that service 
that Latinx community. So, 
we [had] partners like the 
MICA Project, which works 
with immigration in the 
St. Louis community and 
other student groups that 
also have a focus on help-
ing Latinx populations in St. 
Louis,” Lopez said.

ALAS President senior 
Sofia Orelo believes 
Hispanic Heritage month 
serves as a great way to 
welcome new students to 
ALAS. 

“I personally don’t think 
it should be minimized to 
a month…. [but] if  there 
are new Latinx people, new 
first-years that want to know 
more and feel more included 
and more welcome by the 
community, it’s definitely 
a good time to show them 
that they have family here,” 
Orelo said.

ALAS celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month
KARINA GARZA
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

STATS from page 2 

trying to do something like 
data science.”

McCarthy believes the 
growth of  statistics, in and 
outside of  the University, 
has to do with the increase 
in the amount of  data avail-
able and the development 
of  technology that allows 
statisticians to work with 

this data.
“Because of  the huge 

growth in our ability to 
collect and store data, our 
greatest scientific challenge 
for the next 50 years is how 
to intelligently interpret the 
data we gather,” McCarthy 
said.

Not everyone in the math 

department agrees with the 
change; some believe that 
it is unnecessary or that it 
overemphasizes statistics.

“For the most part, I 
think it’s superfluous, but 
it does differentiate pure 
math and applied math. 
Overall though, statistics 
is only one branch of  math 

and shouldn’t be empha-
sized more than any other 
branch,” freshman Nick 
Bartochowski said. 

For McCarthy, the name 
change not only reflects the 
growing relevance of  sta-
tistics at Wash. U, but also 
demonstrates that statistics 
is a branch of  mathematics 

and requires mathematical 
knowledge.

“Statistics is math-
ematical in basis, so 
understanding Brownian 
Motion, for instance, you 
can think of  it as a prob-
lem in probability or you 
can think of  it a problem in 
analysis.”

Ultimately, McCarthy 
believes statistics is a 
crucial part of  the math-
ematics department, with 
growing importance in the 
modern world.

“We’re the fastest grow-
ing department on campus 
for a reason,” McCarthy 
said.
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The third night of the Olin Games: Kat(niss)y has fallen
SCENE STAFF

READ MORE ABOUT 
THE OLIN GAMES AT 

STUDLIFE.COM

A tale of two Jonah Goldbergs: Our name, our story

And just like that, there 
were two. The seasoned 
veteran—despite her wealth 
of experience, the intensity of  
her preparation and her pos-
session of the sheer insanity 
required to pull this stunt for 
a second time—has exited the 
competition. Katy Hutson 
is gone, undone by her own 
parachute—but that’s her 
story to tell. The two remain-
ing will receive no parachutes, 
and should they last much 
longer, further complications 
may have to be introduced.

*Cannons Fire* Tribute 
Katy has been eliminated

It’s 10:00 p.m. Tuesday 
night. I’m sitting on my beauti-
ful, powder blue couch, freshly 
showered, eating an apple 
with some peanut butter and 
have a massive smile plastered 
on my face. President Snow is 
at my ear taunting me, but it 
only serves to make my smile 
grow.

I received my silver para-
chute last night after getting 
off of work. I was rewarded 

with a shower in my own 
home. The stipulations were 
that I had approximately 
the time it took President 
Snow to watch an episode of  
“Parks and Recreation,” and 
I couldn’t leave anything in 
my home or take anything 
from my home. Right when 
I opened the door, I knew it 
was over. I looked into my 
roommates surprised eyes 
and I grinned. I hadn’t seen 
Jesse in so long. I hadn’t seen 
my couch in so long. I hadn’t 
seen my kitchen in so long. I 
looked back at my chauffeur 
(President Snow), laughed and 
said, “Oh, I quit”. 

Just walking into a real 
home, my real home, was 
too much for me. It threw the 
insanity of this game right 
into my face, and I succumbed 
to the logic. I’m not getting 
anything out of living in Olin. 
I’m actually doing worse in 
my classes because I’m living 
in Olin. I miss my friends. 
And. My. Couch. Why don’t I 
just stay… 

So, I just didn’t leave! 
President Snow was rude and 
mocked me, but I honestly feel 
good about this. Sorry, to the 
people I let down, but also I’m 

not sorry at all. The parachute 
was too much of a good thing.

To the people who are 
curious: The hardest parts 
were being in public 100% of  
time, not having a light-switch 
and not being able to sleep. 
Also, carrying all of the stuff I 
needed for a week sucked. 

In terms of regrets, I don’t 
have any. If anything, I regret 
staying as long as I did. 

To my fellow tributes: Josh, 
you can quit now. Dorian, you 
amaze me.

Josh 

I have returned to the 
library. Some of my friends 
have decided to pull an all-
nighter; and so, I’m sitting 
with them in Whispers Cafe. 
We work for some time until 
President Snow walks in hold-
ing a bag filled with Catan. 
Snow, Dorian and I end up 
playing two games, neither of  
which I win in terms of vic-
tory points, but both of which 
I win in terms of sheep.

After the games wrap up, 
around 12:30 a.m., I head 
back over to my friends in 
Whispers and give them a 

quick tour of my study room 
setup. While in the study 
room, we run into a man who 
may or may not have been 
me from the future, there’s 
really no way to know for sure. 
After a nice, cordial conversa-
tion with the man/myself, I 
headed back up to Whispers 
to distract my friends for some 
time, until I finally decided to 
head down for the night.

I woke up at 8 a.m., rest-
less and with a sore back. 
Remember when I said that I 
was short enough to comfort-
ably fit in those couches? I 
was wrong. I can manage 
taking a nap there, but after 
three nights sleeping there, I’m 
feeling the effects. My full bed 
seems like an infinite plane by 
comparison. 

I ended up walking back 
to the Lofts shortly after 
to change for Yom Kippur 
services. While this may be 
considered by some to be an 
offence that could eliminate 
me, I had already cleared 
it with the game’s referees, 
mostly because I forgot that it 
was coming up as we planned 
the games. I managed to get 
changed and was able to spend 
a few minutes of downtime 

in my room, I dared not lay 
in my bed, as I was sure that 
if I did so I would never leave, 
before heading back to cam-
pus for Yom Kippur services.

Services came and went, 
and I am beginning to feel the 
effects of my fast. Things are 
really beginning to pile up. 
What we’re doing isn’t exactly 
that difficult, but more and 
more, I’m thinking of quitting. 
My visit home did not help 
my resolve, if anything, it 
eroded it further. I’ll probably 
quit tonight, but who knows? 
Maybe newspaper production 
will go so late tonight that I 
don’t feel like walking all the 
way back and instead just 
crash in Olin.

Dorian 

After CS40 assembly last 
night, I came back to Olin 
with high spirits. I played 
Catan with Josh and Sam and 
won my first game ever. I’m 
now 1-6 all time. I then went 
down to B-Stacks, brushed my 
teeth and went to sleep at a 
fairly reasonable hour.

This morning, I left the 
library 6 minutes before my 

first class started, and I made 
it comfortably. I stayed awake 
for most of it, a feat not usu-
ally achieved when I’m at 
home. I returned to Olin and 
took a fat nap on some really 
comfortable chairs. 

I haven’t even reached my 
final form. Three days into this 
and I feel like I’m only getting 
stronger. I’m taking advantage 
of the benefits of sleeping in 
Olin now. The only thing that 
will stop me is running out 
of clothes, and I’m theoreti-
cally set till Sunday. Call me 
Haymitch Abernathy, because 
I’m going all the way.

As the day is winding 
down, I’m still confident. I 
have class at 8:30 tomorrow 
morning, and leaving from 
the library is going to be a 
much easier option for me. 
Wednesdays in general are 
usually rough; so, cutting 
down the time in transit 
between the South 40 and 
Danforth campus has been a 
godsend.

It’s hard to describe the 
wave of  excitement that 
came over me the first time I 
walked into a bookstore and 
saw my name on the shelves. 
As someone who has always 
wanted to be a writer, it was 
simply impossible not to 
smile and laugh out loud. I 
was ten years old, proudly 
staring at not just one but 
multiple copies of  a book 
by Jonah Goldberg. It was 
called “Liberal Fascism: 
The Secret History of  
the American Left, From 
Mussolini to the Politics of  
Meaning.”

That day, eight years 
ago, was meaningful, not 
because it announced my 
presence as a child prodigy, 
but because that was the 
moment I found out that 
this universe housed both 
Jonah Goldberg, the aspir-
ing writer from Los Angeles 
(me), and Jonah Goldberg, 
the famous writer from Los 
Angeles. And that has made 
all the difference. 

The existence of  my 
double immediately lent 
a legitimacy to my own 
dream. Jonah Goldberg is a 
three-time bestselling author 
and nationally recognized 
political columnist, as well 
as a senior editor at the 
National Review and host 
of  the publication’s podcast. 
Being able to physically see 
books and articles published 
by a Jonah Goldberg made 
it easier to envision adding 

my own; maybe it even 
tricked my subconscious 
into thinking I was already 
an accomplished author. 
With time, the name also 
became a torch. Jonah 
Goldberg was just as much 
an automatic role model 
as my father, providing a 
clear outline for success: I 
would know I had become 
an author the moment 
someone saw a work by 
Jonah Goldberg and was 
unsure which one wrote it. 
At that point, another Jonah 
Goldberg would be born, 
and the cycle would begin 
anew.

Of course, I rarely actu-
ally thought about this, 
besides the occasional joke 
that I would one day chal-
lenge him to a duel. After 
all, my “Google doppel-
ganger” was an abstraction, 
a collection of  text whose 
voice I would never hear and 
whose scathing commentary 
I had never bothered to try 
to comprehend. That is, 
until he came to Washington 
University.

Over the summer, I 
had picked up a copy of  
“Suicide of  the West,” 
Jonah Goldberg’s newest 
book, slightly intrigued 
by the subject matter but 
mostly just wanting to fulfill 
the meme of  reading Jonah 
Goldberg and then posting 
a witty review on my blog. 
I didn’t expect to become 
completely engrossed in 
it. Nor did I expect my 
floormate to see me reading 
it and casually remark, “You 

know the guy’s coming here, 
right?”

“The guy.” I marked it on 
my calendar and alter-
nated throughout the days 
between excitedly telling 
people about the event and 
reminding myself  not to 
expect much. Although 
there was a reception before 
his lecture, I imagined that 
Jonah Goldberg would be 
swarmed by faculty and 
older fans, if  he was in the 
room at all. Still, when I 
finally approached the law 
school building on Tuesday 
night, it was impossible to 
not smile and laugh out 
loud.

My night with Jonah 
Goldberg went from coin-
cidence to comedy straight 
away. Like all registered 
participants, I was given a 
name tag; this led to stares 
and laughing from dozens 
of  strangers throughout the 
event, along with a few con-
versations involving showing 
my ID to those who doubted 
my intentions.

When I walked into the 
reception room, however, 
all of  this faded away. Like a 
lover in a movie, I saw noth-
ing but Jonah Goldberg. As 
I joined and moved forward 
in the short line of  people 
waiting to get their copies 
of  “Suicide of  the West” 
signed, I couldn’t calm my 
wide grin. There I was, still 
a ten-year-old discovering 
something amazing and 
ridiculous.

Near the front of  the line, 
another attendant handed 

me a sheet of  paper and a 
pen; the idea was to give 
Jonah Goldberg some-
thing direct and efficient 
to copy in place of  having 
to ask guests to spell out 
the name of  the addressee. 
Although it was unneces-
sary, I couldn’t resist adding 
to the moment, and so, 
when Jonah Goldberg 
finally encountered Jonah 
Goldberg, they held three 
copies of  the name Jonah 
Goldberg—from the name 
tag, the book, and the 
paper—between them.

Jonah Goldberg turned 
out to be a generous and 
clever man on top of  
everything else (can I still 
be talking about both of  us 
here?). As our meet cute 
continued, he hesitated 
on how to sign my book, 
shaking his head and say-
ing simply, “This is really 
weird.” Finally, he settled 
on writing the challenge I 
had always joked about. My 
double also agreed to get up 
from the signing table and 
take a picture; by that point 
it was inevitable. Afterward, 
I retrieved my phone from 
the probably confused per-
son standing behind me in 
the line and thanked Jonah 
Goldberg one more time.

I could have left at that 
point; I had gotten the 
picture for my friends 
and family; I had fulfilled 
my meme and dream. 
Moreover, as this was a 
book tour, Jonah Goldberg’s 
lecture would almost 
certainly be a summary of  

the more fleshed-out work. 
Reading “Suicide of  the 
West,” which I had already 
done, as opposed to hearing 
it, seemed the more logical 
way to fully experience 
Jonah Goldberg.

But I decided to stay, 
WUSA hours and studying 
be damned. And, although 
I had looked up to Jonah 
Goldberg for years, it wasn’t 
until that next hour that I 
truly became proud to share 
his name.

Jonah Goldberg may 
be recognized as a politi-
cal commentator, but on 
Tuesday night he spoke 
to Wash. U. about human 
nature. He related openly 
and passionately his belief  
that the problem in our 
society—on both the left 
and right—is not any one 
issue but rather a loss of  
ideals and gratitude. He 
described a hockey stick 
graph not for climate change 
but for human progress, and 
his biggest fear is that the 
miracle of  our sudden rise 
from tribal killers to a society 
that cooperates globally and 
champions human rights—
albeit with many, many 
faults on that path—is all too 
easily reversible if  we don’t 
turn our attention toward 
preserving and reforming 
our government instead of  
raging against it. He voiced 
this all naturally and some-
what spontaneously, never 
looking at his notes and 
regularly making spur-of-the-
moment jokes that couldn’t 
emerge in a politician’s 

rhetoric. When one of  the 
organizers reminded him he 
needed to end before 6:30 
p.m., he turned to the audi-
ence and began his talk with, 
“As Henry VIII said to each 
of  his wives, I won’t keep 
you long.”

I was able to briefly speak 
with Jonah Goldberg again 
right after his lecture. To 
my joy, he remembered 
my name and invited me 
to email him for “writerly 
advice,” an offer I’ll have to 
be very careful not to abuse. 
I like to think he saw, as I 
did, that the unlikelihood of  
that night made the con-
nection worth preserving. 
Naturally we won’t ever be 
best friends—in fact, we’ll 
almost certainly never see 
each other again—but that 
night the universe some-
how brought together two 
literary-minded, LA-raised 
Jonah Goldbergs in the 
same room, and something 
small changed for the better 
because of  it.

I know now that being 
Jonah Goldberg is not just 
about writing prolifically. In 
fact, as college is starting to 
change my worldview and 
passions, it may not be about 
writing at all. The torch I 
am taking, and the torch I 
will carry and pass off  to 
the next Jonah Goldberg, is 
instead the commitment to 
express myself  openly and 
honestly, fight passionately 
with whichever weapon or 
method is strongest for me 
and be guided by the highest 
ideals and deepest gratitude.

JONAH GOLDBERG
STAFF WRITER



Reverb hit the a cap-
pella scene last semester 
as a group of  self-defined 
“comeback kids.” After 
ACAC (A Cappella 
Advisory Council) held 
auditions last fall, now-
sophomore and Reverb 
Music Director Andie 
Zuzarte realized she could 
start a new group for 
people who didn’t make it 
into groups but still wanted 
to sing a cappella.

From a list of  people 
who got callbacks in 
ACAC auditions but didn’t 
end up making it into 
groups, Reverb found its 
first members.

“Almost half  of  the 
people who get callbacks 
and are good enough to 
get callbacks don’t get in,” 
Zuzarte said. “So there’s 

definitely a niche to be 
filled for people who are 
really good singers, since 
there’s just not enough 
groups to accommodate 
them.”

Sophomore Music 
Director Marie Foss, 
one of  the group’s first 
recruits, also emphasizes 
the necessity of  expanding 
a cappella beyond ACAC’s 
current group offerings.

“Many people say, ‘there 
are already 11 a cappella 
groups on campus, why 
do we need another one?’” 
Foss said. “And clearly 
we needed another one, 
because now there’s a 
group of  14 of  us who love 
to sing and we didn’t have 
the chance to do that before 
in the way we wanted.”

After a semester of  
group-defining and rep-
ertoire building, Reverb 
decided to open itself  up 

to new members. Reverb 
just recently held its second 
successful round of  audi-
tions, picking up some 
newbies.

“We have some new peo-
ple and we’re really excited 
about them,” Zuzarte said. 
“This was our second 
round of  official auditions, 
so I’m just really excited to 
see what our group sound 
is like now, because every 
time you add new people 
the sound gets a little bit 
different.”

Beyond exploring the 
group’s new sound and 
identity, Reverb is focus-
ing on a service initiative 
with the Gephardt Institute 
to perform a cappella 
throughout the St. Louis 
community.

“We’re working with 
the Gephardt Institute 
right now to get involved 
in schools and other areas 

that don’t really get to see 
a cappella performance a 
lot,” Zuzarte said.

Another big goal for 
Reverb this year is to put on 
its own concert on campus. 
The group is in the process 
of  getting recognized by 

Student Union as an offi-
cial group so they can rent 
out a space for a show.

But if  that doesn’t work 
out, Reverb plans to per-
form with other groups like 
they did last year.

Reverb hasn’t announced 

any gigs for this semester, 
so watch their social media 
to hear about upcoming 
performances. If  we’re 
lucky, they might be pulling 
off  a co-performance with 
the Wash. U. Juggling Club 
sometime soon.

Members of Reverb perform in Holmes Lounge. The group is currently working to become 
formally recognized by Student Union in order to reserve spaces on campus for concerts.
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Washington University Student Media, Inc., 
publishers of Student Life newspaper,

will hold its

Fall Board Meeting
Friday, September 21, 2018
in the Danforth University Center,

Room 232.

The Board of Directors will take 
questions and/or answer concerns from 

the public during the 
open session of the meeting, 

starting at 1:30 p.m.

Meet Reverb: Wash. U.’s newest co-ed a cappella group
ELENA QUINONES
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

COURTESY OF MARIE FOSS

From Yung Lean to Avril Lavigne: Artist playlists on Spotify
AIDAN STRASSMANN
MANAGING EDITOR

COURTESY OF IAN SWEET COURTESY OF CAR SEAT HEADREST

COURTESY OF IAN SWEET

COURTESY OF SOCCER MOMMY

I’ve recently become 
increasingly disenchanted 
with Spotify’s “hand-
picked” playlists. My 
Discover Weekly often feels 
solely based on the artists 
I’ll listen to in short bursts 
when I have a mini-crush 
on them; so, by the next 
week, I find myself  skipping 
almost every song in irrita-
tion. While I’m working 
on homework or walking 
around campus, I tend to 
stick to one little sliver of  
my music library that I 
already know exhaustingly 
well. So, my set of  six Daily 
Mix playlists tend to look 
a little wonky: I have one 
highly-personalized playlist 
filled with songs I already 
know and five constantly-
shifting, irrelevant mixes 
as Spotify attempts to fill 
the rest of  the playlists with 
whatever genre I listened to 
for one random half-hour 
three weeks ago. 

On one of  my frequent 
quests to find new music, 
I realized that I could go 
straight to the source to find 
things to listen to: the artists 
I already like. Many band 
pages on Spotify feature an 
“Artist Playlists” section at 
the very bottom, chock-full 
of  playlists that the artist or 
band curated or followed for 
their own listening. This is 
where I find the good stuff: 
If  you dig hard enough, 
you’ll find that Lomelda 
likes Noname and that 
the members of  Car Seat 
Headrest are huge fans of  
Leonard Cohen. 

Without further ado, I 
present the final result of  
my tireless searching: my 

six favorite artist-curated 
playlists. Along with a brief  
description and a few high-
lights, I’ve also included the 
top three genres in each list, 
analyzed using Organize 
Your Music, a music 
sorting (hence, the name) 
website created at a coding 
hackathon by a Spotify 
employee. 

gel pen sweets
Ian Sweet
Genres: 
art pop, lo-fi, dream pop

Most unexpected song: 
“Sticky Drama” by 
Oneohtrix Point Never

Other playlists: 
shea holiday, drum stuff, 
brooklyn radio

This is the first artist playl-
ist I ever found. I stumbled 
across it while looking for 
more Ian Sweet singles (I 
love them). This playlist is 
honestly the creme de la 
creme for me: Bjork, Guided 
by Voices and 14 Avril 
Lavigne songs. With over 
100 tracks, this one could 
keep you going for a while. 

Recent 
Listening at EIS
Exploding in Sound
Genres:
indie punk, noise rock, 
garage psych

Most unexpected song: 
“Marathon Ripper” by 
Gnarwhal

Other playlists: 
EIS Tape Club (corresponds 
with their bimonthly cassette 
mail club)

Exploding in Sound is a 
record label that represents 
some of  my favorite bands 
(Pile, Kal Marks, Ovlov). 
Their playlist is updated 
pretty regularly with their 
favorite tracks—not neces-
sarily new releases—from 
the bands they represent. 
This one is pretty self-pro-
motional, but it’s a safe bet 
if  you like the type of  stuff  
they produce. 

Here are some 
songs that I like
Pile
Genres: 
folk-pop, singer-songwriter, 
punk blues

Most unexpected song: 
“Doug Stamper (feat. 
Hannibal Buress)” by Open 
Mike Eagle

Other playlists: 
None 

Speaking of  Exploding 
in Sound, the lead singer of  
Pile, Rick Maguire, created 
this playlist almost two years 
ago. It’s probably the most 
wide-ranging on the list: It 
includes everything from 
Busdriver to the Yamasuki 
Singers, the pseudo-Japa-
nese pop group created by 

Daniel Vangarde (aka the 
dad of  one of  the guys in 
Daft Punk). 

relaxxxation
Malik Flint (bLAck 
pARty)
Genres: 
indie R&B, rap, pop

Most unexpected song: 
“Too High” by Stevie 
Wonder

Other playlists: 
#GetHighAllSummer, 
Whole World Stands Still, 
Late Nights

I found “relaxxxation” 
while going down a rabbit 
hole from another playlist, 
and it is so nice. While not 
actually particularly relax-
ing—except for the Marvin 
Gaye songs—it feels like a 
trip down R&B memory 
lane, from Aaliyah to early 
2000s Solange to SZA. 

Auguuzt 2018
Car Seat Headrest 
Genres:
rock, permanent wave, alter-
native rock

Most unexpected song:
“Bound 2” by Kanye West

Other playlists:
Songs From Fake Movies, 

Sounds of  Denial, has a 
playlist for every month 
since January 2016

Ah, the sound of  the end 
of  summer. This is a nice 
throwback mix. Almost 
every song is from before 
the year 2000 (the handful 
of  exceptions include two 
songs from…Twenty One 
Pilots? C’mon, CSH), with 
the earliest recorded in 1965. 
If  you already love Car 
Seat Headrest (or became 
a fan after listening to their 
stuff), they’re performing at 
Delmar Hall next Thursday, 
Sept. 27. 

start of fall
Soccer Mommy
Genres:
alternative rock, dream pop, 

indie rock

Most unexpected song: 
“borderline (feat. Missy 
Elliott)” by Ariana Grande

Other playlists: 
sad songs, Freak Out, JONI 
(exclusively Joni Mitchell)

Once you’re done 
listening to CSH, here’s 
something to take you into 
autumn and round out the 
list. Soccer Mommy is one 
of  my favorite artists for 
relaxed listening (I don’t 
care what anyone says about 
the name); so, listening to 
her personal playlists was 
eye-opening for me. I love 
to see where she draws her 
inspiration from, despite 
how different her playlists 
are from her own music. 
Luckily, for me, this mix is 
one of  many. 



5700 Highlands Plaza Drive   314-833-6100   www.encore.apartments

Inspiring Community Space
 - Expansive Sky Lounge and Lobby
 - Dog Park and Resident Game Room
 - Resort-Style Courtyard and Pool

Amazing Location
 - Steps from Forest Park
 - Best Highway Access in St. Louis

Award-Winning Service
 - Five-Star Property Management Team
 - 24/7 Maintenance and Concierge

Coveted Amenities
 - High-Speed WiFi Access Throughout Building
 - Underground Parking
 - State of the Art Fitness Center

FULL VAPOR SHOP INCLUDING E-CIGS & E-JUICE
Open Monday through Saturday, 10am to 9pm • Sunday 11am to 8pm

6254 DELMAR BLVD IN THE LOOP
www.emporiumsmokeshopstl.com

Starter Kits
as low as
$49.99 

Refill pods (4 pack)
starting at 
$15.99
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Netflix’s recent original 
rom-com success with films 
such as “Set it Up,” “The 
Kissing Booth” and “To All 
the Boys I’ve Loved Before” 
has come to a massive halt 
with its newest release, 
“Sierra Burgess is a Loser.” 
Some mid-film spoilers lie 
ahead.

The film centers on 
high school outcast Sierra 
Burgess, portrayed by 
“Stranger Things” and 
“Riverdale” actress Shannon 
Purser, who struggles with 
body image insecurities. 
When a stereotypical mean 
girl, Veronica, gives Sierra’s 
number to a cute football 
player named Jamey—
played by “To All The Boys 
I’ve Loved Before” heart-
throb Noah Centineo—as a 
joke, Jamey begins texting 
Sierra. Knowing that Jamey 

thinks she’s head cheer-
leader Veronica, Sierra 
promises to tutor Veronica 
in order to enlist her help in 
catfishing Jamey.

Yes, catfishing. And it’s 
supposed to be romantic.

Sierra’s weight insecuri-
ties are supposed to not only 
justify her deceitful actions, 
but convince the viewer to 
root for her fake relation-
ship with Jamey. Since she 
has previously received little 
male attention, the fact that 
she explicitly lies to and 
manipulates an innocent 
boy in order to attain some 
attention is somehow 
intended to be cute and 
relatable.

The film becomes even 
more problematic when 
Sierra arranges for Veronica 
to meet Jamey in person 
while she secretly lurks 
behind to watch them and 
texts Veronica things to say 
to him. When Jamey wants 

to kiss Veronica, she tells 
him to close his eyes and 
switches places with Sierra, 
who non-consensually kisses 
Jamey while forcefully keep-
ing her hands over his eyes.

As the music swells and 
Sierra and Jamey engage in 
a slow kiss, it is clear that 
this is intended to be one 
of  the most romantic and 
passionate moments in the 
film. However, it’s truly 
just blatant sexual assault 
against Jamey, who has been 
coerced into kissing a girl he 
doesn’t even know is present 
at the time. 

While sexual assault 
against males is widely dis-
regarded and underreported, 
in the age of  the #MeToo 
movement, one would think 
that the writers of  the film 
would be a bit more aware 
of  the implications of  this 
scene. 

Even if  one ignores the 
extremely problematic 

elements of  the film, “Sierra 
Burgess is a Loser” sim-
ply falls flat as a romantic 
comedy. It’s hard to become 
invested in a relationship 
that’s rooted in lies and 
deceit, especially when the 
person being manipulated 
is as genuinely kind and 
charming as Jamey.

Additionally, Sierra 
is a dislikable character 
with absolutely no depth. 
The only distinguishable 
characteristic she is given 
is her body image issues. 
For a movie that markets 
itself  as body-positive, 
one would think the main 
character would be given 
more substance, rather than 
be defined by her weight. 
The narrative of  a plus-size 
girl only feeling better about 
herself  because a cute guy 
likes her is extremely tired 
and detracts from the feel-
good message it’s trying to 
promote.

The viewer has no reason 

to root for Sierra, as she 
constantly proves herself  
to be a selfish and uncom-
passionate person. Not 
only does she consciously 
hurt Jamey by emotion-
ally manipulating him and 
tricking him into engaging 
in a non-consensual kiss, but 
when she becomes jealous at 
the sight of  Veronica kissing 
Jamey—which, reminder, is 
a fake relationship she con-
vinced Veronica to engage 
in—she publicly slut-shames 
Veronica. 

By the end of  the film, 
mean girl Veronica actually 

proves to be a much more 
caring and interesting 
individual than Sierra, who 
shows no growth or charac-
ter development. Sierra only 
expresses any remorse for 
her actions when they begin 
to backfire. It’s your typical 
“I’m not sorry I did it, just 
that I got caught” situation.

After an hour and 45 min-
utes of  lying, glorified sexual 
assault, offensive jokes and 
a flat-out boring romance, 
it becomes obvious that the 
film got only one thing right.

Yes, Sierra Burgess is 
indeed a loser.

The Snapchettes seek to popularize active listening with ‘60s-inspired funk

QUINCY SCHMECHEL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Singer and junior Alexandria Moore performs at WUStock last April with the Snapchettes. 
Most of the band’s own songs are inspired by ‘60s music, although they also perform covers. 

WUStock starts off with student group band the Snapchettes. Formed last semester, the band 
is comprised of sophomores and juniors who met through the University jazz band and KWUR. 
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Sierra Burgess is, in fact, a loser—and the movie’s pretty lame, too
JADEN SATENSTEIN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Still fairly new to the 
scene, having only formed 
at the beginning of  last 
semester, the Snapchettes’ 
high energy and kitschy 
music has only just begun 
to grace KWUR parties and 
various other venues around 
St. Louis. 

The band—consisting of  
junior Alexandria Moore on 
vocals, junior Dylan Kiefer 
on the drums, sophomore 
Jake Zelikovsky as the bass 
player, junior Campbell 
Eschleman on the keys, 
sophomore Tucker Hirsch 
on saxophone, junior Jack 
Killeen on the trumpet and 
junior Andy Lewis on the 
guitar—came together after 
meeting from various music 
organizations on campus. 

“We all kind of  knew 
each other,” said Lewis of  
the Snapchettes’ genesis. 
“Half  of  us had met playing 
jazz in the school jazz band 
and jazz combo programs, 
and then the other half  met 
through KWUR. But we all 
went to KWUR and music-
oriented things together.”

Lewis said that beyond 

that, many of the band 
members were involved in 
other bands, too, or played 
together in groups such as 
the Chair Enthusiasts, which 
have since dissolved. Still, 
the band plays with other 
groups such as Sunsulking 
(for which Kiefer also plays 
drums), Frankie Valet and 
American Poetry Club (for 
which Lewis also plays). 

“It was just this thing 
where we all knew each 
other but it just became an 
idea,” said Lewis. “Like, 
‘let’s do a music thing!’” 

 “A couple people were 
saying that it was annoying 
that there were so many rock 
bands on campus, but not 
really a funk or pop band. 
So, we just kind of  all got 
together,” he said. 

Lewis said that that same 
funk and pop vibe that 
inspired the band at very first 
is still the genre they seek 
most effectively. 

“We’re a little all over the 
place, but generally I’d say 
we do a lot of  funky pop 
music,” Lewis said. “The 
songs I write are generally 
inspired by like ‘60s music 
and that sort of  sound, espe-
cially the girl groups. Then 

we cover a lot of  things, 
like the Talking Heads and 
Rubble Bucket. Our whole 
thing is that we didn’t know 
what we wanted to do our 
first semester, so we just 
wanted to play music to 
make people dance.”

That’s where the group 
arrived at their name, draw-
ing on inspiration of  ‘60s girl 
groups such as the Cordettes 
and the Ronettes and adding 
a modern social media twist 
to arrive at the Snapchettes.

Lewis says that a lot of  
his own personal inspiration 
arose from how the idea of  
rock and pop have evolved 
from being social stepping 
stones (listening to music at 
dances and having live music 
at social events to facilitate a 
good time) to being more of  
a personal listening experi-
ence. This gave rise to the 
band’s most focused mission: 
to have fun, and to make 
music fun for their listeners. 
They’re trying to stray away 
from what Lewis labels as a 
“more stand and watch sort 
of  music now, and much less 
overtly dance-y.”

The band’s coming 
together last year was an 
impromptu ordeal, thrown 

together with the Battle of  
the Bands in mind. 

“Our first show was the 
Battle of  the Bands event 
that Ursa’s puts on in the 
winter,” Lewis said. “We 
figured maybe we’d try it, 
do like three songs, and if  
it’s good and we like it we’d 
keep doing it afterward. It 
went very well, so we have 
continued to do stuff. We 
play at KWUR things and 
other places around St. 
Louis.”

The band, though not hav-
ing recorded anything just 
yet, can be found at venues 
such as Foam on Cherokee 
Street to KWUR events near 
or on campus.

As for the recording pro-
cess, well, they’re working 
on that, too. 

“The first semester we 
existed…we didn’t really 
have time to explore what 
we really wanted to do,” said 
Lewis. “It’s hard to coordi-
nate with seven people and 
we’re all busy, and we had to 
put together a 45-minute set 
for Battle of  the Bands. Now 
that we have time to kind of  
switch it around. The goal is 
by the end of  the semester to 
have a set of  originals.”

As of  now, the band has 
a set of  about five origi-
nal songs and a variety of  
covers. 

“We’d never play those 
all at one show though, of  
course,” Lewis laughed. 
“We have quite the backlog 
of  covers at this point. And 
we’re trying to write some 
new stuff. We’re going to 
try to record an EP coming 
up this semester, and kind 
of  go from there. If  we have 
more material or like parts 
of  it, we’re maybe looking 
at a second EP or combin-
ing them and doing a full 
[album].”

Lewis said that the band 
works very collaboratively in 
the creative process, as they 
all come from similar music 
backgrounds. 

“Last semester, someone 
would write stuff  or arrange 
it and bring it in,” Lewis 
described. “The really fun 
thing, though, is [when you] 
have just the general idea of  
what you want it to be, and 
everyone in the group is so 
talented and creative that 
you can [start with that] and 
then they kind of  come up 
with their own part to play.”

Lewis expressed that this 

encouraging, fun, creative 
effort makes writing and 
arranging the group’s music 
enjoyable. 

“Whoever wrote the song 
just puts it out there and 
we kind of  form it together. 
Sometimes we’ve had sheet 
music, sometimes we just 
play it by ear. It really just all 
depends. It’s very group-
oriented,” he said. 

Lewis said that since their 
first semester, the band’s 
looked forward to a lot of  
growing and expanding. 

“We’ve had the summer 
off  and we’re looking to 
branch out by writing new 
stuff  and covering a wider 
variety,” Lewis said. 

This idea should be 
captured marvelously as the 
group continues to work 
together, write and expand. 

“Musicians just tend to 
meet each other…Iike, oh 
you do that too?” Lewis 
laughed. “It’s really fun to 
play with people who come 
from a similar musical back-
ground in that way.”

In the meantime, catch 
them live as Wash. U. 
eagerly anticipates the 
release of  their kitschy pop 
vibes in recorded format. 
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SPORTS
The Washington 

University men’s soccer 
team won its second straight 
home game, beating local 
rival Fontbonne University, 
3-2, in overtime Tuesday at 
Francis Field. Senior for-
ward Ryan Sproule played 
the role of  hero, tying the 
game in the 89th minute and 
then winning it in the 94th.

Sophomore midfielder 
Sean Connors had the 
first goal of  the game for 
the Bears, scoring unas-
sisted in the 21st minute. 
This was also the first goal 
of  Connors’s career. The 
score lingered at 1-0 for the 
remainder of  the half. 

It wasn’t until deep into 
the second that Fontbonne 
tied the score. Brendan 
Kopff  had an incred-
ible shot 30 yards from the 
goal, flying past freshman 

goalkeeper Matt Martin—
making his first career 
start—in the 66th minute. 
Shortly after came a second 
goal for Fontbonne, this time 
from Jared Lyeki, giving the 
Griffins a 2-1 advantage. 

“Fontbonne had a good 
strategy,” said head coach 
Joe Clarke. “You don’t often 
pull games out like that, 
when you’re down by a goal 
with two minutes left.”

But the Bears were deter-
mined in this battle of  Big 
Bend Boulevard. Clarke 
continuously reminded them 
to “stay urgent,” and they 
took this advice to heart. At 
the final hour, senior Ben 
Strozewski had a seamless 
cross to Sproule, who tied 
the game in the 89th minute.  

Neither team let up in the 
final two minutes of  regu-
lation play, and the game 
moved into overtime. 

“This was a challenging 
game for us, but a very, very 

good one,” Clarke said. 
The Bears moved into 

overtime with fortitude and 
fervor. No time was wasted 
when junior midfielder 
Makio Yamamoto had a cor-
ner kick to Sproule, whose 
score in the fourth minute 
of  overtime won the game 
for Wash. U. The Bears cel-
ebrate a freshly-started win 
streak and look forward to 
the rest of  the season. 

As Clarke looks at the rest 
of  the season, he hopes that 
it will be “not quite as stress-
ful.” He acknowledged the 
difficulty of  their impending 
schedule, yet he has confi-
dence in the potential of  the 
team. 

“I think we can become 
very, very good,” he said. 
“But we have a ways to go.” 

The Bears will hope home 
field continues to treat them 
well when they take on 
Wheaton College at Francis 
in a Saturday nightcap.

Sproule conquers Fontbonne with OT game-winner in Wydown Showdown
LIZA NAMI
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER
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Andrew Brunetti tries to get off a shot under pressure from a Wartburg College defender. 
After dropping their opening three matches, Brunetti and the Bears have now won two in a 
row, beating Wartburg on Friday night and local rivals Fontbonne University on Tuesday.

Senior forward Ryan Sproule scores the Bears’ first goal in a 2-0 win over Wartburg College 
last Friday. Tuesday night, Sproule scored a game-winning goal in overtime against Fontbonne.

Cole Schmitz fires a shot on goal against Wartburg College. The Bears came from behind Tues-
day night to beat local rivals Fontbonne University 3-2 in overtime, bringing their record to 2-3



O
n every single 
one of  the 
17 college 
tours I went 

on a tour guide told me 
that I would sign up for 
at least 20 random niche 
clubs once I was a student 
there. My overactive and 
neurotic high school 
brain went wild with this 
possibility. I participated 
in—for lack of  a better 
word—a stupid amount 
of  resume-building clubs 
and extracurriculars in 
high school, so I assumed 
that college would be 
exactly the same. I had 
visions of  myself  being 
the one working those 
fundraising tables you see 
when you take approxi-
mately two steps onto a 
college campus. Or maybe 
I would be a tour guide! 
Or maybe I’d be a proud 
participating member of  
my future school’s Habitat 
for Humanity Club! Or 
maybe I’d continue with 
Model United Nations! 
Basically, the possibilities 
seemed endless. 

I am almost a month 
into my sophomore 
year, and I can count 
the amount of  clubs 
or organizations I am 
involved with on campus 
on one finger. What the 
hell happened? Why this 
dramatic 180 from the 
over-involved person I 
was in high school? There 
are so many clubs that I 

am interested in here. I 
am jealous of  all of  my 
friends who are whisked 
away to their club meet-
ings once a week, but I 
have no right to be jeal-
ous. I have hardly ever 
finished an application 
and have made up count-
less excuses to not attend 
a callout meeting. Why? 
The answer evades me. 

I have diagnosed myself  
with Fear of  Doing 
Things, FODT. FODT 
is the unsexy cousin of  
FOMO (Fear of  Missing 
Out). She is almost as 
unappealing linguistically 
as she is in practice. If  
you have FOMO, you’re 
outgoing and fun and 
always want to be around 
the other outgoing and 
fun people, places and 
things. If  you have FODT 
(if  you are struggling with 
this pronunciation, think 
“thot” with an F), you’re 
lazy and probably live 
in fear. Am I lazy? Do 
I live in fear? These are 
not character attributes 
that I normally associate 
with myself. Someone 
who has a fear of  doing 
things is probably lonely 
and doesn’t feel like they 
belong at their school.

By no means am I 
lonely. I have plenty of  
friends and feel very 
fulfilled socially here. 
But when it’s 6 p.m. on a 
Wednesday and someone 
asks me if  I’m going to so 
and so’s callout meeting, 
or if  I’ve finished that 
application for the club 

I keep saying that I want 
to do, my first instinct is, 
“OK, how do I get out of  
this?” Maybe my almost 
instant social fulfillment 
at Washington University 
is what caused my 
downfall when it comes 
to doing things. I was so 
lucky to meet amazing 
friends at the very begin-
ning of  my first year, and 
feel like I’ve been mak-
ing good acquaintances 
ever since, whether it be 
through classes or through 
the singular extracurricu-
lar I do (Greek life). 

But forget social 
fulfillment—I should be 
participating in clubs that 
I am interested in! “Do I 
have interests anymore?” 
I ask myself  with a 
simultaneously grave and 
panicked tone. At the end 
of  my first semester, I told 
myself  that my lack of  
involvement was because 
I was just “settling in.” 
And I used that same 
tired excuse for the fol-
lowing semester. Well, the 
settling period is officially 
over, and here I am with 
zero callout meetings 
attended and zero applica-
tions filled out. I feel like 
I’ve missed one of  my 
last opportunities to “get 
involved,” and although 
I feel more or less like a 
loser because of  it, I know 
that the only one to blame 
is not my fun new acro-
nym, but myself. Maybe 
there are others out there 
with FODT. Ones who 
used to prioritize doing 

things and, dare I say, 
enjoyed doing things. 
Maybe FODT is a mani-
festation of  anxiety or 
some sort of  self-sabotage 
I have been carrying out 
that is tied in with the 
imposter syndrome that 
I have no reason to have. 
But I refuse to accept the 
fact that I have somehow 
just become lazy. I am not 
a lazy student, and I am 
not a lazy friend. 

I have come to real-
ize that doing things in 
college is much differ-
ent than doing things in 
high school. There are no 
longer parents or col-
lege counselors present 
encouraging or, more 
realistically, demanding 
that you participate in 
things simply for partici-
pation’s sake. The reason 
why I am so displeased 
with my newfound 
FODT is because I feel 
like I should be dis-
pleased with it. I have 
been programmed to 
be dissatisfied with my 
shortcomings, and not 
participating in at least 
five extracurriculars is 
what, to me, feels like a 
shortcoming. However, 
this almost forced dissat-
isfaction has caused me to 
completely overlook the 
many aspects of  my life 
that I am utterly satisfied 
with. I have forgotten that 
my happiness, health and 
engagement in my classes 
is something that I have, 
for the most part, suc-
cessfully executed here at 

Wash. U. 
To any first-years with 

FODT, don’t let this 
fear paralyze you. It is 
perfectly acceptable to 
participate in fewer things 
in college than you did 
in high school. If  you 
are experiencing FODT, 
it might just be because 
you don’t feel the need 
to do things at this point 
in your college career. 
Although I am clearly still 
struggling with my own 
FODT and don’t have 
any definitive answers 
on how to deal with it, I 
can confidently say that 
is by no means even close 
to the worst problem you 
can have during college. 
If  you have FODT, I 
recommend looking at the 
other parts of  your life 
and student career that 
are going well. Cherish 
those victories and feel 
pride in them. While a 
little bit of  introspection 
will not cure or erase your 
FODT, it will minimize 
its relevance. To those 
with FODT who, like me, 
worry that this condi-
tion will hurt them in the 
grand scheme of  resume-
building and networking, 
repeat that sentence to 
yourself  and realize how 
ridiculous it sounds. 
Just because you are not 
vigorously motivated to 
drown yourself  in clubs 
that you will someday 
write down on a piece of  
paper doesn’t mean that 
you have shut down any 
future opportunity you 

may someday get. 
If  you feel like your 

FODT is causing bigger 
issues for you and you 
feel like it might be linked 
to some other dissatisfac-
tions you have with your 
life, pick one club to start 
out with: one that doesn’t 
have a rigorous and 
imposing application, just 
to get your feet wet and 
gain some momentum. 
Consider the fact that the 
reason you have this fear 
is because you are wor-
ried about commitment 
or scared of  letting your 
hypothetical club mem-
bers down, and address 
accordingly. 

 The hardest thing to 
remember is that you, 
and only you, can make 
yourself  participate. I 
have recruited so many 
friends before to “force 
me to go to this meet-
ing,” but that mentality 
is precisely what landed 
me with FODT in the first 
place. FODT is not fatal. 
Think of  it like poison 
ivy; it’s not the best thing, 
and you hate having 
it—almost as much as 
you hate people asking 
about it—but if  you slap 
some calamine lotion 
on that sucker (calamine 
lotion, of  course, being 
some introspection and 
prioritizing and possibly 
the realization that you 
are okay with not being as 
involved as you think you 
should), the inflammation 
and redness will both go 
down. 
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A
s the fourth 
week of  
classes draws 
to a close, 

it can be useful to think 
about how your first 
month of  the 2018 college 
school year has measured 
up to your expecta-
tions—and how it can be 
improved. Have you met 
new people? Are you get-
ting the most out of  your 
time on campus? Are you 
taking advantage of  all the 
resources provided to and 
by the student body? If  the 
answers to these questions 
are not all enthusiastic 

yesses, then even though 
you are on the best college 
campus in the country, 
you are missing out on a 
lot. And the easiest way 
to do all three is to join a 
club. 

If, like most freshmen, 
you signed up for dozens 
of  email lists at various 
activities fairs and have 
been putting the subse-
quent email blasts in your 
spam folder ever since, 
now would be the best 
time to give one a chance. 
Student groups are still 
in the recruitment-phase 
and love seeing new faces. 

Even if  you just attend 
a general body meeting 
to see what a group is 
all about, you will never 
know what could be “your 
thing” if  you don’t show 
up. 

If  you applied for a 
specific interest group, 
and didn’t make the cut, 
don’t get discouraged! 
With over 650 groups on 
Washington University 
Group Organizer 
(WUGO), the missions 
of  student groups fre-
quently overlap. If  a 
cappella didn’t work out, 
get involved with the 

productions in Edison 
Theatre. If  you didn’t 
size up for powerlifting, 
try club rowing or rugby. 
If  you weren’t able to be 
a teaching assistant this 
semester, try again in the 
spring. 

If  you are worried 
about the time commit-
ment, don’t be. There is an 
admirable, but ultimately 
harmful, perfectionist 
attitude amongst Wash. 
U. students to do every-
thing either to the max 
or not at all. If  you don’t 
excel at something or can’t 
devote all your energy to 

something, then it is still 
worth doing. There is no 
shame in being unabash-
edly bad at something, in 
devoting your time to a 
hobby you enjoy or in par-
ticipating in activities not 
connected to your career 
goals. Doing all of  these 
things are not just parts of  
college (and life), they are 
the best part. 

There is a reason the 
idea that “college is a 
time to experiment and 
find yourself ” is such 
a cliche—because it’s 
true. There is no other 
time in your life that you 

will be surrounded by so 
many talented, passion-
ate people your age, who 
all have so much free 
time (even if  it doesn’t 
seem like it) and with so 
many quality things you 
can do. Without putting 
yourself  out there and 
giving yourself  a chance 
to experiment, you will 
lose an essential part of  
your college years. So, 
before schoolwork gets 
even busier, meet some 
new people, try something 
new and get the most out 
of  your next month at 
Wash. U.

If at first you don’t succeed, join a club

MIA LABARGE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On fear of doing things (and missing out)

W
hile I 
receive 
the bul-
letins and 

news of  criminal activity 
occurring near campus 
with the same concern 
as my peers, I find my 
reaction to be quite 
different. Calling upon 

Washington University 
to increase the number of  
patrols and officers brings 
about the same distaste as 
when I saw the “Call the 
Washington University 
Police Department about 
aggressive panhan-
dlers” sign inside United 
Provisions. 

Unlike some of  my 
higher-income peers, I 
have not had the privilege 

of  always feeling safe 
where I lived. My neigh-
borhood was no suburban 
dream and doors were 
kept locked. I am famil-
iar with the sounds of  
gunshots and police 
sirens. I left my serving 
job every night at 3 a.m. 
with pepper spray already 
positioned, just in case. I 
am familiar with danger in 
my backyard.

It is time for us, the 
students, to remember 
that there is a latter part 
to our name. Washington 
University is in St. Louis. 

It is easy to call upon 
the University to make 
things safer because they 
have the money, resources 
and concerned parents 
to make things happen. 
However, I challenge my 
peers to think outside 

of  the Wash. U. bubble. 
How will an additional 
police presence affect the 
greater St. Louis commu-
nity? Will your subsidized 
Uber drivers be tipped, 
or should they earn the 
bare minimum to deliver 
you safely? Should the 
University be responsible 
for all the infrastructure 
from the Clocktower to 
Tower Grove, where some 

students reside? 
I am not freeing the 

University of  all responsi-
bility, as I am also critical 
of  the parking, housing 
and Overpass situations. 
I simply consider the fact 
that past our time here, 
our safety is our own 
responsibility. Let Wash. 
U. help where they have 
agency and take control of  
your own safety elsewhere. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

MADELINE ALBURTUS
CLASS OF 2021
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I 
was sitting on my 
couch watching TV 
when I heard the 
gunshots. I thought 

it might have come from 
the TV until I heard the 
screaming. I looked out 
my window, facing north 
of  Everly on the Loop, 
to see crowds of  people 
sprinting away from the 
Delmar Loop Metro 
Station fearing for their 
lives. I called 911; the 
line was busy. I checked 
the local news, noth-
ing. I knew I had heard 
gunshots, but I was no 
longer sure. Then the first 
police cars raced towards 
the scene, followed by 
the news helicopters, and 
I knew it was for real. 
But, through all of  this, 
no emergency alerts from 
Washington University 
whatsoever. I started to 
call all of  my friends 
who live on the Delmar 

Loop, warning them to 
stay inside, or to stay on 
campus if  they were not 
home. Not a single one 
of  the friends I spoke 
to knew that there was 
a shooting mere min-
utes from their homes. 
Some even questioned 
whether I actually saw 
what I thought I saw. 
The shooting hit the 
local news about half  
an hour later, but still 
no alerts from Wash. U. 
The shooting occurred 
around 7:30 p.m. At 
11:12 p.m., almost 
three hours later, the 
Washington University 
Police Department 
sent an “Informational 
Bulletin” email detailing 
the shooting. The email 
opened with:

Please see the infor-
mation below about 
an incident that took 
place this evening on 
the Delmar Loop. While 
there was no univer-
sity connection to this 

incident, we wanted 
to make sure you are 
aware and know that law 
enforcement responded 
immediately and resolved 
the situation quickly, 
with a suspect in custody 
within minutes.

This after-the-fact 
notice did its job of  
informing students that 
a shooting had occurred, 
but this information was 
only distributed hours 
after it would’ve been 
useful to ensuring the 
safety of  those students 
who live on the Loop. 
As reported by Student 
Life, WUPD Chief  Mark 
Glenn said that “an alert 
was not issued because 
the suspect was in cus-
tody within a few minutes 
of  shots being fired 
and the situation was 
resolved.” But although a 
suspect may have been in 
custody within minutes, 
the panic of  the people 
around the crime scene 
continued. There was an 

active crime scene in an 
area where many Wash. 
U. students live, and 
many had no idea.

 Additionally, WUPD’s 
claim that “there was no 
university connection to 
this incident” highlights 
a serious issue with the 
University’s approach to 
student safety. Since the 
beginning of  the semes-
ter, there have been four 
recent violent crimes in 
the area around Wash. 
U., as well as two major 
housing complexes 
for Wash. U. students. 
The fact is, due to the 
shortage of  on-campus 
housing for upperclass-
men, many Wash. U. 
students have found 
themselves living off  
campus, either in Wash. 
U. housing or private 
complexes like Everly. 
Although WUPD is 
technically correct in that 
the Delmar shooting was 
not directly connected to 
the University, there is a 

broader connection that 
the University over-
looked. These off-campus 
areas may not be oper-
ated by Wash. U. directly, 
but they house a large 
population of  Wash. U. 
students, and as such, 
they are a part of  the 
Wash. U. community. The 
fact that WUPD did not 
see this as an incident 
worth reporting to the 
community immediately 
demonstrates a low prior-
ity for the department on 
crimes near campus, even 
in locations that house 
a significant number of  
students.

While I understand 
that Wash. U. has no 
jurisdiction in these 
areas and that local 
police departments are 
responsible for them, I 
believe that WUPD still 
fell short in its respon-
sibility to ensure the 
safety of  students who 
live off  campus. I only 
knew about this shooting 

because I saw it firsthand, 
and many of  my friends 
who live in the area didn’t 
know at all, but this was 
easily avoidable. Wash. 
U. has a community-wide 
alert system, and I can’t 
imagine it would be dif-
ficult for them to monitor 
local police activity. It 
would not have taken 
much for WUPD to hear 
that a shooting took 
place near the homes of  
hundreds of  Wash. U. 
students and issue an 
emergency alert to warn 
the Wash. U. community. 
While simple, this action 
would have ensured that 
students were aware of  
their surroundings in the 
aftermath of  a violent 
crime. So, as a student 
living off  campus con-
cerned for both my own 
safety and the safety of  
my classmates, I have one 
request for WUPD: Warn 
us immediately next time 
there’s an incident of  vio-
lence near our homes.

GEORDAN NEINSTEIN
CLASS OF 2020

Warn us next time
OP-ED SUBMISSION

S
tudent safety has 
been the topic on 
everyone’s mind 
these last few 

weeks. From an armed 
robbery to carjackings, 
there have been too 
many cases that jeopar-
dize student safety for 
Washington University 
to respond with the 
same urgency professors 
respond to your emails. 
While I agree that safety 
needs to be addressed 
around campus, increas-
ing police presence will 
cause a greater sense of  
anxiety for students of  
color and could easily 
end with police harm-
ing black and brown 
students.

First, I want to 
acknowledge the safety 
concerns around campus. 
While there is always 
a chance of  being the 

victim of  a crime com-
muting between on and 
off  campus, this year 
has been particularly 
troubling. The closure of  
the Overpass has forced 
students to extend their 
walk to campus through 
an unfamiliar and poorly 
lit neighborhood, while 
also pushing the Green 
Line to capacity many 
times over. Last year, I 
encountered a full bus 
fewer than five times 
during the entire year. 
Now I can be left wait-
ing for a bus for more 
than an hour. The Wash. 
U. administration was 
woefully incompetent in 
seeing how closing the 
major route for its large 
off-campus population 
would affect other trans-
portation options.

But this shooting at 
the Delmar Loop Metro 
Station has nothing to 
do with Wash. U., and 
students are blowing it 

out of  proportion. It was 
not on campus property, 
it involved no one affili-
ated with the school and 
there was nothing Wash. 
U. could have even done 
about it. Students who 
have been sheltered their 
entire lives are grasping 
at straws in an attempt 
to justify their fear. St. 
Louis is a city that is 
consistently among the 
most dangerous in the 
country by yearly rank-
ings. But luckily for the 
majority of  Wash. U. 
students, it won’t affect 
you since you don’t ven-
ture far into the city at 
all. You sit in this bubble 
completely separate from 
the city that supports the 
University and when the 
effects of  the decades of  
racist policing, education 
and housing policies are 
too close for your com-
fort, your first instinct is 
to increase the practices 
that created the problem 

in the first place? I am 
not surprised by the 
immediate response from 
Wash. U. students; I am 
just reminded who they 
really are.

Many have called 
for an increased police 
presence to patrol the 
neighborhoods to make 
students feel safe. But 
which students would 
actually feel safer? I don’t 
have to delve into the 
long history of  the police 
brutality and the mis-
treatment that black and 
brown people face on a 
daily basis. Even though 
I have had less contact 
with law enforcement 
than fingers on one hand, 
I instantly get anxious 
whenever I know that 
they are around me. Go 
ask one of  those three 
black students in your 
class how they feel about 
this plan and this feeling 
will inevitably come up.

Increasing police 

presence in response to 
safety concerns leads to 
them being overzealous 
in making sure the prob-
lems stop and don’t start 
again. Because St. Louis 
is a majority black city 
and the previously men-
tioned extreme racism 
is present, black people 
are constantly under the 
eye of  the police. How 
long will it be until a 
black student is walking 
home and is asked by one 
of  these officers (now 
working more than ever 
to appease helicopter par-
ents) about whether they 
belong? How long until 
one is asked for an ID 
to prove they are not the 
dangerous criminal this 
cop believes them to be 
because they want to play 
hero? How long until a 
gun is drawn on a student 
because they refuse to 
comply with ridiculous 
demands that would 
have never been asked if  

they had a different skin 
color?

Safety will continue to 
be a concern of  students 
as long as there are off-
campus living options. 
There are concrete 
steps the University 
can and should take to 
decrease the possibil-
ity of  crimes that occur 
around off-campus 
student housing, and so 
far they have failed in the 
most Wash. U. way pos-
sible. Increasing police 
presence without guaran-
teeing the safety of  black 
and brown students from 
those officers would only 
be pushing the problem 
on students who are 
already stretched incred-
ibly thin. Don’t put your 
fellow students in danger 
because you overreact out 
of  fear. Keep the right 
people accountable and 
take a second to consider 
how your demands will 
impact others. 

MATTHEW WALLACE
STAFF WRITER

Increased security can be harmful for black and brown students

L
ast week, Israel’s 
High Court 
ruled against 
what appeared 

to be the last possible 
legal appeal against the 
Israeli government’s 
impending demolition 
of  the Palestinian village 
of  Khan al-Ahmar in the 
West Bank. As students 
involved in our campus 
chapter of  J Street U, 
which fights for a bet-
ter future for Israelis and 
Palestinians alike, we are 
deeply concerned by this 
effort to destroy a com-
munity and expand Israel’s 
occupation of  the West 
Bank.

Destroying this com-
munity would mean 
displacing 180 innocent 
civilians who are just 
trying to give a better 
life to their families. A 
school built from tires and 
mud—the only accessible 
one in the entire surround-
ing area—educates the 
children of  the village 
and those of  nearby 
communities.

Beyond the devastation 
and uncertainty that the 
demolition would inject 
into the lives of  these 
already vulnerable people, 
it would also carry enor-
mous implications for the 
prospects of  a two-state 
solution: a future in which 
Israelis and Palestinians 
live securely and peace-
fully alongside one 
another in two states. 

As is so often the case in 
the Middle East, geogra-
phy is essential here. Khan 
al-Ahmar is one of  the 
last Palestinian villages 
in the E1 Zone, which 
connects Jerusalem to 
the West Bank. Because 
of  the village’s location, 
demolishing it is key to 
the far-right Israeli settler 
movement’s aim of  creat-
ing uninterrupted Israeli 
control in the entire area 
surrounding Jerusalem. 
In that scenario, grant-
ing control over East 
Jerusalem to Palestinians 
as their capital—a neces-
sary condition for creating 
a Palestinian state under 
any successful two-state 
solution agreement—
would become extremely 

difficult in practice.
These demolitions 

are part of  a deliberate 
attempt by the Israeli 
ethno-nationalist right 
to undermine the hopes 
of  a peace process and 
make the occupation a 
permanent reality. For 
years, through policies of  
demolitions and settle-
ment expansion, the settler 
movement and its allies in 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s govern-
ment have strategically 
broken up Palestinian 
communities and woven 
a patchwork of  Jewish 
settlements designed to 
decrease the political 
feasibility of  a Palestinian 
state. If  this project is suc-
cessful, the result will be 
permanent Jewish hege-
mony over a Palestinian 
majority in the West 
Bank. Reflecting this fact, 
right-wing forces in Israel 
have celebrated the High 
Court’s decision on Khan 
al-Ahmar jubilantly.

Over the past few 
months, the Israeli gov-
ernment has repeatedly 
declared its intention 
to move forward with 

demolishing the village 
but had until now been 
stymied by international 
backlash and legal chal-
lenges. Last April, J Street 
U helped advocate for 76 
Democratic members of  
Congress to sign a letter 
urging Prime Minister 
Netanyahu to stop the 
demolitions of  Khan al-
Ahmar and other nearby 
villages. The demolitions 
were temporarily halted. 

The legal case for 
demolitions is based on a 
rigged system designed by 
the Israeli government to 
expand and entrench its 
occupation of  the West 
Bank. The vast majority 
of  Palestinian villages in 
Area C aren’t officially 
recognized by the Israeli 
government, because they 
were either constructed 
before Israel became an 
occupying presence or, if  
built later, unable to obtain 
a permit from the notori-
ously restrictive Israeli 
authorities. Thus, the 
Israeli government deems 
Palestinian villages “ille-
gal” while encouraging the 
expansion of  Jewish settle-
ments in these territories 

(which are actually illegal 
under international law). 
These policies leave 
the lives and homes of  
hundreds of  thousands of  
Palestinians who live in 
these villages in a perma-
nent state of  limbo. 

By simply ignoring 
the historical and cur-
rent presence of  these 
communities, the right-
wing forces in Israel also 
influence the way we talk 
about Palestinians. That 
is to say, we too often 
don’t. By ignoring the his-
tory and simply labeling 
these villages as “illegal,” 
the Palestinian narrative 
is removed from public 
discourse. In the story the 
Netanyahu government 
tells, Khan al-Ahmar is 
not a community, but 
rather a series of  imper-
manent illegal structures. 
The Palestinian people 
themselves are erased from 
our dialogue.

As Americans who care 
deeply about human rights 
and democratic erosion 
in Israel, there is a lot we 
can do. Just this past year, 
another Palestinian village 
in the West Bank, Susya, 

was threatened several 
times with demolitions, 
which were canceled at 
least partially due to inter-
national pressure. 

Our record of  organiz-
ing to stop these unjust 
demolitions shows that 
when we exercise our 
power and express our 
solidarity in unison, our 
voices can bring about 
change. Now more than 
ever, we must keep orga-
nizing and redouble our 
efforts. The High Court’s 
ruling on September 5 
cleared the way for the 
Israeli government to 
evict the residents of  and 
demolish Khan al-Ahmar 
as soon as seven days from 
the decision. That means 
we’ve entered the most 
dangerous time in this 
process so far—the demo-
lition could take place any 
minute. 

We urge you to take 
action by calling your 
local consulate or the 
Israeli embassy. Standing 
with targeted communities 
and demanding justice—
whether in the Middle 
East or here at home— 
makes all of  us more free.

MICHAEL BERKOWITZ
CLASS OF 2020

OP-ED SUBMISSION

The impending Israeli demolition of a Palestinian village 
threatens innocent families and hopes for peace in the Middle East
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We’re in the golden period 
of autumn: The fall sports 
season is in full swing, with a 
number of electric matchups 
each day, from MLB to the 
NFL to NCAA football to 
Washington University sports. 
We asked our writers what 
games they expect to be the 
most exciting this weekend as 
Wash. U. students search for a 
respite from the weekly grind.

As an MLB man myself, 
this weekend’s matchups aren’t 
all that interesting. Indians-Red 
Sox is a potential AL cham-
pionship series preview, but 
both teams are locked into 
their respective playoff spots. 
Braves-Phillies was a tussle all 
summer, but the Phillies have 
fallen by the wayside. Ditto 
Rockies-Diamondbacks. If you 
want to check out Cardinals-
Giants at Busch Stadium, 
they’ve got some cool promo-
tions going, but the Giants are 
meh. So, we look to the NFL 
and…it’s Week 3, and we don’t 

even have any undefeated 
teams going head-to-head. 
Lame.

So, I’ll turn to college foot-
ball. I’m actually not much of  
a college football aficionado—
I follow the trends and the big 
upsets and only really get into it 
during the late rivalry weeks—
but one game this Saturday 
caught my eye: Missouri vs. 
No. 2 Georgia. Dorian made 
a compelling argument that 
the Chiefs are Missouri’s team, 
but with the Rams departed, 
after Wash. U. football, why 
not support another college 
team? Mizzou’s off to a great 
start (51-14 and 40-13 wins); 
so, maybe it’s the right time to 
buy in ahead of a date with the 
defending finalist Bulldogs? An 
upset might just have Tigers 
fans storming the Columbia, 
Mo. field.

—Rohan Gupta, Senior Sports 
Editor

While most soccer fans 
eagerly wait for their favorite 
European teams to resume 
activities on the weekend, the 

fact is that most of the best soc-
cer in Europe happened in the 
middle of the week with the 
Champions League. Perhaps 
there are decent matches out 
there, but none of the more 
known leagues have clashes 
between their giants; however, 
on Sunday, one of the most 
well-known derbies in Mexico 
will take the country by the 
storm. The match I’m refer-
ring to is Tigres vs. Monterrey 
(otherwise called the Clasico 
Regiomontano), two top-tier 
Liga Bancomer teams that 
share the privilege of calling 
Monterrey their home. Dating 
all the way back to 1974, both 
teams fight for the sake of  
honor, as well as obtaining criti-
cal points for the season—some 
matches make the difference in 
who wins the league. Although 
in this derby, both teams have 
notable injuries from key play-
ers, there’s no doubt that the 
Sunday night match will have 
plenty of chants, spirit, goals 
and passion.

—Angelica Vasquez, 
Contributing Reporter

Being from the great city of  
Chicago, I have always been 
a fan of the Bears through 
thick and thin (that might 
have actually been a sublimi-
nal influence in me attending 
Wash. U. by the way). The 
past couple of seasons have 
been mediocre at best for 
this Windy City team, and 
I really feel that they have 
been slept on when it comes 
to their development behind 
the scenes. They are now 
undoubtedly a team to be 
reckoned with now (at least 
on the defensive end), with 
their league-best ten sacks col-
lectively as a team, with two 
coming from new fan-favorite 
linebacker Khalil Mack, who 
has a better defensive stat 
line than the entire Oakland 
Raiders team in some cat-
egories such as forced fumbles 
(two vs. one), fumbles recov-
ered (one vs. zero), and even 
touchdowns (one vs. zero). A 
lackluster offense in form of  
the Arizona Cardinals and a 
defensive powerhouse in the 
form of the Chicago Bears 

should definitely be a game 
to look out for this upcoming 
weekend. DA BEARS (insert 
cringe face here).

—Miguel Campos, 
Contributing Reporter

Allow me to introduce you 
to the most exciting sports 
game of the weekend: the 
Seattle Sounders against the 
Los Angeles Galaxy. That’s 
right, folks: It’s Major League 
Soccer time. MLS gets a bad 
reputation as a place where not 
much good soccer is played. 
And maybe the soccer will not 
be great during the Galaxy’s 
match up with the Sounders, 
but it will be exciting. These 
are the scores of the last two 
Galaxy games: Toronto 5, 
LA 3 and Salt Lake 6, LA 2. 
The last time these two teams 
played, Seattle won 5-0. If you 
like watching goals happen in 
soccer games, this is the game 
for you. It will probably be a 
complete mess, but it sure will 
be a good time. Major League 
Soccer is a beautiful thing.

—Jon Lewis, Associate Editor

Closely contested games are 
awesome to watch. There’s 
something special about a 
buzzer beater or a Hail Mary 
that decides an outcome. But 
it can also be super fun to 
watch a team get throttled. 
This Thursday, the undefeated 
Wash. U women’s soccer team 
will take on their in-town rival, 
Fontbonne, in the Wydown 
Throwdown. Wash. U has 
won every game in the series 
so far to amass an impressive 
20-0 record. Last year, the 
Bears scored five goals against 
the Griffins. There’s good 
reason to expect just as domi-
nant a showing this weekend. 
The Bears have allowed five 
shots on goal in seven games 
and have currently outscored 
opponents 24-1. The Red and 
Green are playing at an elite 
level right now. I’d expect 
them to beat just about any-
one in DIII at the moment. 
If Fontbonne holds Wash. 
U. to under three goals, I’ll be 
shocked.

—Dorian DeBose,  
Senior Sports Editor

Features of fall: Sports staff’s picks for game of the weekend
SPORTS STAFF
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