
Chancellor Mark Wrighton’s fund-
raising campaign, Leading Together, 
raised a total of $3.378 billion after 
ending June 30, 2018. 

In an email to the University 
community on Aug. 30, Chancellor 
Mark Wrighton shared that the cam-
paign resulted in the “creation of 153 
endowed professorships and $591 
million raised in support of student 
scholarships.” 

Leading Together launched pub-
licly in 2012 with an initial goal 
of $2.2 billion. The campaign’s 
original intent was to implement 
priorities identified from the Plan for 
Excellence, a fiscal strategic initia-
tive that the University established in 
2006. 

According to Chancellor 
Wrighton, several of the campaign’s 
objectives included securing financial 
commitments and coming to a new 
level of annual, sustainable philan-
thropic support. 

“In the last five years of the cam-
paign, if you take a look at the 
average level of support, it’s more 
than 300 million dollars a year. We 
hope we can at least sustain that into 
the future,” Wrighton said. “For the 
five years preceding the campaign we 
were receiving annual philanthropic 
support of below 150 million dollars 
a year. So this significant increase in 
annual philanthropic support on an 
ongoing basis was one of the objec-
tives of the campaign.”

Another main objective of the 
campaign was building visibility 
for the University. According to the 
Chancellor, the campaign has now 
attracted the financial support from 
about 160,000 people living in the 
United States and around the world. 

“It’s important to realize that we 
enjoy and continue to enjoy great suc-
cess and support from St. Louis, but a 

significant fraction of our alumni and 
employment opportunities for our 
current students will be outside St. 
Louis,” Wrighton said. “And when 
we receive a gift from outside St. 
Louis, it really affirms the importance 
of the University. When it’s a major 
gift, it’s important because oftentimes 
the donor is known where they live 
and when a major gift is given to an 
institution outside their hometown 
it really affirms us as a place that 
matters.”

Wrighton also emphasized that 
most of the support from the cam-
paign has been for students, faculty 
and academic programs; only $311 
million of the total raised went 
towards facilities. 

“Another thing that I’d like to 
underscore about the campaign is 
that it’s enabled us to expand our aca-
demic offerings. To illustrate, we’ve 
started a department of sociology, 
we have made African and African 
American studies a department in the 
[College of] Arts & Sciences. We’ve 
started the Institute for Public Health 
that engages students and faculty 
from all seven schools,” Wrighton 
said. “We’ve started a program in 
landscape architecture in the [Sam] 
Fox school and all of of us benefited 
from the fact that we’ve been able to 
secure endowments that enable us 
to attract and retain our outstanding 
faculty.” 

Executive Vice Chancellor of  
Alumni and Development David 
Blasingame also identified schol-
arships as a top priority of the 
campaign. 

“The board approved the cam-
paign in March of 2009, which you 
may remember was a time when the 
stock markets were not doing well, 
so the Chancellor and the board 
identified our top priority com-
ing out of the planning retreat as 
increased funding for scholarships,” 
Blasingame said. 

According to Wrighton, the initial 
fundraising goal for scholarship pro-
grams across the University was $330 
million. The goal was then raised to 
$400 million and the importance of  
need-based financial aid was high-
lighted during the campaign. 

“[Raising] $591 million is really 
wonderful. It’s perhaps one of the 
parts of the campaign that will have 
greatest impact on students directly 
because we know many students 
cannot afford the tuition and other 
expenses associated with attend-
ing Washington University. This of  
course helps us realize our goal of  
strengthening diversity, including 
socioeconomic diversity,” Wrighton 
said.  “We’re very pleased with the 
total, we have a long way to [go] with 
securing additional commitments for 

financial aid and that will doubtless 
continue to be a fundraising priority 
as we move to the future.” 

According to Associate Vice 
Chancellor and Dean of the Office 
of Scholar Programs Robyn Hadley, 
the funds raised for scholarships in 
the campaign allows the Office of  
Scholars Program to continue to 
be confident in knowing that these 
scholars programs will be around for 
a long time.

“In addition to being grateful for 
these resources, the scholarships 
allow [Washington University] and 
the Office of Scholar Programs 
(Danforth, Ervin and Rodriguez) 
to be very competitive with other 
universities and scholar programs in 
our offerings.  High achieving high 
school seniors have lots of options 

when deciding on colleges and 
scholar programs and the scholar-
ships and scholar programs we offer 
allow us to be very competitive with 
our peer institutions and others,” 
Hadley wrote in an email to Student 
Life. 

Wrighton credits success of the 
campaign to University-wide plan-
ning efforts.

“We have a group of advisory 
councils which would be individu-
als, some are [alumni], some parents, 
some are members of our Board of  
Trustees. These advisory councils 
helped enormously in the planning, 
and of course the academic leaders 
from the schools all played a role,” 
Wrighton said. “The careful planning 
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SO LONG, LOUFEST! 
A not-so-sweet 
goodbye to the now-
defunct St. Louis 
music festival 
(Cadenza, pg 3)

A WINNING START 
Football opens CCIW 
season with a win 
over rival University 
of Chicago 
(Sports, pg 9)

LouFest 
canceled 
with 3-day 
notice
OLIVIA SZYMANSKI
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

SEASONAL CROWD AT SEASON OPENER

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE

The first football game of the season, promoted by SU’s Game Day tailgate event, brought 2,903 fans to the stands. 

Wrighton’s Leading Together campaign raises over $3.37 billion in donations
KATHLEEN WHITE
NEWS EDITOR

SEE LOUFEST, PAGE 7SEE TITLE IX, PAGE 7

SEE LEADING, PAGE 2

Title Mine responds to Washington 
University’s report on Title IX updates
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SIGNIFICANT NEXT STEPS

Immediately
Begin the recruitment process for new Title 
IX Office, RSVP Center and Habif Center.
   
By September 15
Collaborate with students about implemen-
tation and implementation groups.
Begin website user testing with students.

By October 1
Articulate the responsibilities  of student 
Title IX peer consultants as well as the focus 
of the Advisory Committee. 

By October 31
Title IX Advisory committee appointed.
Begin the recruitment process for students 
interested in serving as peer consultants.

Throughout Fall Semester
Regular meetings for implementation teams 
and the Concern for Students team.

By March 1
Launch enhanced web resources.
Complete peer consultant training.

March

GRAPHIC BY BRANDON WILBURN

OLIVIA SZYMANSKI AND 
DANIELLE DRAKE-FLAM
SENIOR NEWS EDITORS

The 2018 LouFest music fes-
tival was cancelled three days 
before its intended starting 
date, the organizers announced 
Wednesday morning.

Managing Partner Mike Van 
Hee of  Listen Live Entertainment, 
an organizer of  the festival, posted 
a letter to the event’s website early 
that morning detailing the reasons 
for the cancellation. The letter 
cited financial issues (including 
the loss of  two sponsors and debt 
from previous events), “unfortu-
nately timed” media coverage that 
led to vendors and artists demand-
ing up-front payment, scheduling 
and contract issues with major 
artists and inclement weather as 
reasons for the cancellation.

“We are sad to announce that 
LouFest 2018 has been can-
celled,” Van Hee wrote in the 
letter. “We know this is a great 
disappointment to many.”

LouFest currently does not have 
enough money to issue refunds for 
pre-sale tickets; however, Front 
Gate Tickets, the ticket vendor 
partnered with the festival, will be 
issuing refunds while the festival 

TITLE IX CHANGES, 
IN CONTEXT
Reflecting on the 
University’s recent 
changes to Title IX 
(Scene, pg 8)

Student group Title Mine addressed 
changes to Washington University’s 
Title IX system with a statement 
posted to Facebook Sept. 4. 

The statement details the demands 
that have been met, demands that are 
in progress and those that have not 
been met. It also explains what Title 
Mine organizers are currently doing in 
response to the changes.

The University’s Title IX report was 
issued partially in response to a series 

of op-eds published in Student Life last 
spring, and was the product of a group 
headed by Vice Chancellor for Student 
Affairs Lori White over the summer. 
This group included students, faculty 
and staff from multiple organizations 
across campus, and directly addressed 
demands made by organizers at the 
Title Mine rally last April. 

“A group of us on the campus who 
have some responsibility in some way, 
shape or form for the Title IX process 
or supporting survivors and respond-
ing in some way, gathered during the 
summer and went through each of  
the recommendations and evaluated 

the extent to which we felt we might 
be able to meet the recommenda-
tions,” White said in an interview with 
Student Life. 

Through these meetings, the group 
ultimately came up with a list of rec-
ommendations for the University, 
which Chancellor Mark Wrighton 
subsequently approved.

“He accepted the report and all of  
our recommendations, including the 
recommendations for increased fund-
ing, primarily in the form of new staff  
members in Title IX, in the Title IX 
Office, the [Relationship and Sexual 
Violence Prevention (RSVP)] Center 

and in the Habif Health and Wellness 
Center,” White said.

Title Mine statement
In their statement, Title Mine recog-

nizes the University’s effort in making 
the Title IX process more transparent, 
while also explaining that there is still 
more work to be done.

“We commend Wash. U. for this 
progress, and remain committed 
to working with the administration 
to implement their proposed mea-
sures in ways that are student-centric, 
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T-STORMS
85/70

FRI 7
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SAT 8
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SUN 9
AM SHOWERS
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SU Collegiate Readership 
Program provides access to 
New York Times subscription
GRACE STOHR
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Armed robbery at 6600 
block of Washington Ave. 
EMMA BAKER
NEWS EDITOR

GRAPHIC BY JOSH ZUCKER

LEADING from page 1 

All Washington 
University undergraduate 
students will have an online 
subscription to The New 
York Times this year via 
the Collegiate Readership 
Program, sponsored by 
Student Union. 

In addition to the Times 
subscription, the program 
also provides students with 
access to printed  copies of  
The New York Times, USA 
Today and St. Louis Post 
Dispatch at Bear’s Den, The 
Village, Tisch Commons 
and the Fun Room, located 
on the second floor of  the 
Danforth University Center. 

According to Vice 
President of  Finance for 
Student Union and online 
initiative founder Shelly 
Gupta, the idea behind the 
program is to keep students 
updated on current events.

“The goal is to get the 
news and the latest infor-
mation about what’s 
happening around us to stu-
dents in an easy, accessible 
and free way,” Gupta said.

Previously, SU provided 
physical papers. New this 
year is the online subscrip-
tion to The New York Times 
and access to the Times’ 
Educational Resource web-
site. SU Vice President 
of  Public Relations Rory 
Mather hopes professors 
will take advantage of  the 
new educational resources 

available.
“Ultimately, we decided 

on The New York Times. 
The New York Times has 
been the most popular pub-
lication that we provided 
physically,” Mather said. 
“So we had a conversation 
with them and cut a great 
deal.”

The total cost of  the 
subscription program will 
depend on how many stu-
dents participate.

“We pay for online access 
for all undergrads for The 
New York Times. And 
that’s a flat fee of  around 
$30,000,” Gupta said. “ 
And our second piece is the 
physical paper, what you 
see around campus. We get 
charged per copy per day for 
the entire year, so it could 
be that no one picks up a 
paper and it costs us zero 
dollars or that all the papers 
get picked up and it costs us 
$30,000. Our range is ten to 
15 thousand dollars.”

 SU hopes that cutting 
down on the number of  
physical papers will curb 
the added cost of  providing 
online access.

“We are hoping the cost 
will be less than it has been 
in the past because we’re 
cutting down on the vari-
ability of  the paper copies. 
There’s only five locations 
around campus instead of  
what we had before, which 
was about 12 at one point.” 
Gupta said.

Because money for the 

program comes from the 
student activities fee, Gupta 
hopes will encourage stu-
dents to take advantage of  
the program.

“What we want students 
to know is that they have 
this access and that it’s paid 
for,” Gupta said. “If  you’re 
paying tuition here, then 
you’re paying the student 
activities fee.” 

Freshman Fadel Alkilani 
believes the online subscrip-
tion will help him with his 
schoolwork and staying up 
to date with the news.

“I think the student activ-
ities fee is being put to good 
use because it’s important 
to keep up with the news 
and a New York Times sub-
scription allows you to get 
accurate information when-
ever you need it and you 
can use it to source articles 
for assignments,” Alkilani 
said.

The program covers the 
subscription costs for 7,000 
students. 

“[Our goal as SU is] mak-
ing sure the word gets out 
there and that people under-
stand that we at Wash. U. 
are more than just Wash. 
U.,” Mather said. “We are 
part of  a university that cre-
ates leaders for the world, 
and that we should be up to 
date on the news, especially 
when we are the ones who 
will be making change.”

Editor’s Note: Rory Mather 
is a news reporter for Student 
Life. 

An armed robbery took 
place near the 6600 block 
of  Washington Ave. Friday 
night. 

According to the report 
by Washington University 
Police Department, at 
approximately 8:40 p.m., 
two graduate students were 
approached by two uniden-
tified individuals with 
handguns visible. 

After one of  the suspects 
hit one of  the graduate stu-
dents, the suspect took the 
assaulted student’s jacket, 
wallet and keys. The sub-
jects then drove off  in the 

student’s car west down 
Washington Avenue. No 
injuries were reported.

While this is an ongoing 
investigation by University 
City Police Department, 
WUPD is taking steps to 
increase safety in the area. 

“We’re putting a couple 
more officers in the area 
[of  the robbery],” Wash. U. 
Police Chief  Mark Glenn 
said. “We’re not pulling 
them from other areas 
because we never like to do 
that; so, what we’re doing 
is augmenting those patrols 
with having some of  our 
officers work on their days 
off  so that they’re in those 
neighborhoods as well.”

WUPD recommends 
that students living in the 
Washington Avenue area 
take the Campus2Home 
shuttle when going to and 
from campus and that stu-
dents should avoid walking 
and jogging alone.

“We work really closely 
with the University City 
Police Department as a 
general practice. Anytime 
we have critical incidents 
like this…our communica-
tion is even more frequent,” 
Glenn said. “Our detectives 
work with their detectives, 
and our investigators work 
closely [with them]. And 
they are with this case to 
help in any way we can.”

helped enormously in talking 
to people who could consider 
a gift to the University, we 
could say these priorities come 
from a process that involved 
all constituencies.” 

Blasingame credited the 
success of the campaign 
in part to the leadership of  
Chancellor Wrighton and 
trustee Andy Taylor as well 
as board members John 
McDonnell and Sam Fox, 
who led fundraising efforts 
during the quiet period of the 
campaign. 

“That leadership from them 
and other trustee members, 
along with the generosity of  
the Board of the Trustees, was 
very very important to the suc-
cess of the campaign. I think 

another element of success 
is that the deans, the provost, 
the faculty all worked during 
the campaign to help with the 
effort,” Blasingame said. “Also 
we have a great alumni and 
development staff; when you 
do campaigns of this magni-
tude, they are team efforts. We 
had a great team working on 
both the one we finished and 
the previous one.”

Moving forward, Wrighton 
believes that Leading Together 
has created a strong founda-
tion for future fundraising 
campaigns. 

“One of the things that 
has proved to be very reward-
ing in this campaign is the 
strengthening of our volunteer 
network and strengthening 

our relationship in many areas 
of the United States and 
around the world,” Wrighton 
said. “In this campaign, end-
ing in 2018, we raised more 
than $200 million. So the net-
work of relationships has been 
strengthened and I believe 
this is very important for our 
ongoing fundraising and for 
the future.” 

Blasingame also believes the 
results of this campaign will 
contribute to future success. 

“If you do the right things, 
each campaign builds on the 
previous one. So we would 
expect this campaign we just 
finished will put us in posi-
tion to do an even better job 
next time, if we do the right 
things,” Blasingame said. 

THURSDAY 6

Workshop: “Seeds of Memory: Food Legacies of the Transatlantic Slave Trade”
McMillan Hall, Room G052, 4 p.m. 
Join the Agri-Food Workshop for a presentation by Judith Carney, Professor with the 
Department of Geography at UCLA. Co-sponsored by the Department of Anthropology.

Student Life Newspaper Open House
Danforth University Center, Student Life Office, 5-7 p.m.  
Come to our open house to learn more about Washington University’s independent 
newspaper, Student Life. The event will be held in the Student Life office (third floor of  
the DUC, near the Harvey Media Suite). Free pizza will be served. 

DUC Chamber Music Series presents Alexandre Dossin, piano
Danforth University Center, Goldberg Formal Lounge, 7:30 p.m. 
Dossin is chair of the piano department at the U. of Oregon School of Music and Dance. 
Free event.

FRIDAY 7

Lecture: “Endogenous Remyelination and Neuroprotection in Multiple Sclerosis”
Farrell Learning and Teaching Center, Connor Aud., 7:45 a.m.
Peter Calabresi of Johns Hopkins U. will speak. Sponsored by the Department of Neurol-
ogy Grand Rounds Lecture Series.

Des Lee Gallery presents “The Cabinet of Ordinary Affairs”—Opening Reception
Des Lee Gallery, 1627 Washington Ave., 6-8 p.m.
The exhibit is on view Sept. 7-22. It is a collaborative installation by Stephanie Schlaifer 
(BFA99/BA99) and Cheryl Wasenaar, Sam Fox School. A reading and artists’ talk will be 
held on Sept. 20 at 6:30 p.m.

September First Friday: Harry Potter
Saint Louis Science Center, 6 p.m.
Explore science through the magical world of Harry Potter! Participate in wizarding 
activities, browse Harry Potter-inspired arts and crafts and learn about the controversies 
of the Harry Potter franchise with special presenter Kayla Davis.

SATURDAY 8

A Workshop on Active Latin Pedagogy
Umrath Hall,  Room 140, 9 a.m. 
Justin Slocum Bailey will lead a workshop for area teachers and anyone interested in the 
practice of active Latin. The workshop is free and open to the public, but pre-registration 
is appreciated. To register or to ask questions about the event, please email Tom Keeline 
(tkeeline@wustl.edu). This event is co-sponsored by the St. Louis Classical Club, Wash-
ington University’s Institute for School Partnerships and the Classical Association of the 
Middle West and South’s Committee for the Promotion of Latin. 

Community Town Hall: “Building on Our Commitment to North County”
Christian Northwest HealthCare, 1225 Graham Rd., Florissant, MO 63031, 12:30 p.m. 
The Program for the Elimination of Cancer Disparities (PECaD) and the Siteman Cancer 
Center want to hear from students. See details online. Lunch provided to those who at-
tend. Please RSVP to Marilyn at wilsonmarilyn@wustl.edu or 314-747-1109.

SUNDAY 9

St. Louis Art Fair
225 S Meramec Ave, Ste 105 Clayton, Missouri, Sept. 7 2018, 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m., Sept. 8 2018, 
11:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m., Sept. 9 2018, 11:00  a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
The 25th annual Saint Louis Art Fair presented by Centene Charitable Foundation 
(SLAF) is a nationally juried fine art and fine craft show. SLAF is held in downtown 
Clayton, Mo., Sept. 7, 8 and 9, 2018. SLAF selects 144 artists from a jury pool of ap-
proximately 1,200 applicants. SLAF is consistently ranked one of the nation’s top fine art 
fairs. Each year the Art Fair attracts over 130,000 art enthusiasts.
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FULL VAPOR SHOP INCLUDING E-CIGS & E-JUICE
Open Monday through Saturday, 10am to 9pm • Sunday 11am to 8pm

6254 DELMAR BLVD IN THE LOOP
www.emporiumsmokeshopstl.com

Starter Kits
as low as
$49.99 

Refill pods (4 pack)
starting at 
$15.99
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Pete Davidson: Waterworks, drugs and Capri Suns
ELENA QUINONES
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

JIYOON KANG | STUDENT LIFE
Pete Davidson takes a sip from a Capri Sun during his stand-
up comedy performance in Graham Chapel Wednesday night.

JIYOON KANG | STUDENT LIFE

Pete Davidson chuckles on stage during his stand-up performance Wednesday night. Davidson 
performed an hour-long set as the headliner for Social Programming Board’s fall comedy show. 

A 2 a.m. tweet 
announcing a major 
change might be expected 
from our president, but 
on this occasion, it caught 
many of  the vendors 

and ticket holders of  
LouFest by surprise. 
After rumors swirled 
about the St. Louis music 
festival’s money troubles, 
after many vendors and 
artists began to demand 
upfront payments, the 
festival’s organizers pulled 

a Michael Scott (that is, 
they declared that they 
had no money and that 
the festival would be 
canceled).

While this kind of  
behavior might be 

R.I.P. LouFest 2018: So, that’s 
why I didn’t get a press pass
JOSH ZUCKER
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

SEE LOUFEST, PAGE 5

If  I had to sum up Pete 
Davidson’s vibe from last 
night’s show, it seemed to 
be “drugs are fun, and my 
dick is big.” Now, obviously, 
I want to avoid being reduc-
tive, but I really feel like 
drugs and dicks capture his 
essence as a comedian.

And, really, his routine—
if  you can even call it a 
routine—was pretty perfect 
for a college comedy show. 
He pushed boundaries of  
political correctness (cringes 
were audible at times), 
kept a laid-back structure 
(I don’t think he ever really 
knew what he was going to 
say before he said it) and 

messed with the audience 
members in a fun back-
and-forth style Q&A. Some 
of  the funniest things that 
happened during the night 
weren’t even his bits.

So, here are some of  my 
favorite nuggets from the 
show:

The Wash. U. merch
He was wearing one of  

those fluffy quarter zips 
sorority girls like to wear 
around campus. And 
there were tags on it the 
entire time (until some-
one pointed it out in the 
Q&A). Thinking about Pete 
Davidson wearing that sick 
piece outside the context 
of  his show on our campus 
made me really happy.

Water show
At the climax of  a bit 

about masturbation, Pete 
squeezed a water bottle all 
over the front couple rows 
to mimic…ya know…a 
male climax. I had to wipe 
off  my glasses.

Capri Suns
Apparently Social 

Programming Board pro-
vided Capri Suns backstage 
for the talent, which is 
objectively hilarious. Pete 
was guzzling those puppies 
down like an absolute fiend.

John Mulaney  
Pete said John Mulaney is 

one of  his favorite come-
dians, AND he said the 
lobster diner sketch from 

Saturday Night Live was 
his favorite that he’s been in 
(Mulaney wrote it). We love 
a good Mulaney reference 
or two.

Ariana Grande references
Speaking of  references 

we love to hear, Ariana 
came up throughout the 
night. He mentioned that 
his favorite song of  hers is 
“Sometimes,” and the most 
expensive thing he has ever 
bought is her engagement 
ring, just to name a couple 
of  the more PG details he 
dished.

The tiny notebook
About 20 minutes into 

the show, this man whipped 
out of  his back pocket the 
tiniest little notebook I’ve 
ever seen in my life. I’m 
not convinced he actually 
had anything written in it, 
though.
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This past Saturday, 
Sept. 1, freshmen gathered 
in Ursa’s Fireside and 
prepared themselves for the 
long day ahead. Facilitated 
by the Gephardt Institute, 
Meet St. Louis provides 
a number of  small group 
activities for first-years to 
step out of  the infamous 
Washington University 
bubble and engage with 
St. Louis. I chose Coming 
Together: Supporting 
Survivors of  Violence, 
which was overseen by the 
school’s Relationship and 
Sexual Violence Prevention 
(RSVP) Center. In col-
laboration with Bravely 
(formerly known as the St. 
Louis Magdalene House), 
a home for survivors of  
sexual exploitation, its 
goal is to combine service 
work with an insight into 
sexual trafficking and its 
consequences.

 Heading the group 
was Kami Lafoon, a Green 

Dot program counselor, 
and Allie Halbert, an RSVP 
specialist. “I became aware 
of  Magdalene last semester 
while taking an in-depth 
course about sex trafficking 
at the Brown School [of  
Social Work,] and we had 
the opportunity to learn 
more about local agen-
cies serving the survivor 
population,” said Lafoon. 
“I wanted to connect with 
an organization that works 
to prevent violence and sup-
port survivors and I think 
the notion of  commercial 
sexual exploitation can be 
difficult to comprehend 
as something that occurs 
in St. Louis, so the educa-
tional component of  this 
project made it even more 
important.”

As soon as we arrived, 
we were greeted by house 
manager Jae Shepherd, 
where they formally 
introduced themselves and 
began educating us a little 
on sex-trafficking.

 Sex trafficking is 
the exploitation of  women 

for profit through means 
of  force, fraud, emotional 
or economic dependence 
and/or drug addiction. 
According to the Bravely’s 
website, common gate-
ways into sex trafficking 
include boyfriends/pimps, 
survival (exchanging sex 
for necessities) and even 
family members. Though 
anyone is susceptible to be 
a victim, some of  the more 
at risk are the homeless, 
economically disadvan-
taged, undocumented 
immigrants, people of  color 
(POC) and intellectually 
disabled. St. Louis itself  is 
ranked 18th in the nation 
for sex trafficking, largely 
in part due to the major 
highways that go through 
it and level of  poverty. Yet 
despite its prevalence in the 
area, many are unaware of  
what’s going on. “I didn’t 
know until I worked here,” 
Shepherd remarked. “So 
I don’t think people know 
about it.”

Bravely is modeled after 
the non-profit organization 

Thistle Farms in Nashville, 
Tenn. It provides two 
years of  free housing and 
groceries for up to seven 
residents, as well as group 
activities, case management 
and outsourced therapy. 
What’s more, community is 
a strong basis of  the house-
hold, with both faculty and 
residents fondly referring 
to each other as “sisters”. 
It’s been seen that familial 
bonds help tremendously 
when it comes to dealing 
with such difficult trauma. 

We then spoke with one 
of  the residents themselves, 
which came to be a deeply 
powerful experience. Her 
upbringing was far from 
lighthearted, with her fam-
ily situation being a root of  
her problems. Ultimately, 
her struggles growing up 
are what led her into the 
world of  sex trafficking and 
eventually to drug addic-
tion. She’d found Bravely 
after two previous clinics 
failed to care for her, and 
has since been able to 
maintain sobriety and get a 

job. What struck me most, 
however, was not the story 
itself. It was how confi-
dent she was to share such 
vulnerable information 
and the glowing smile she 
emitted when talking about 
the future. It just goes to 
show how Bravely is giving 
incredible women like her a 
second shot at life.

Shortly afterwards, we 
spent about an hour and 
a half  clearing the side of  
the building of  weeds, a 
task that was accompanied 
by some wicked tan lines 
and more crickets and 
grasshoppers than I cared 
to interact with. However, 
the positive dynamic of  
our group paired with the 
sincere gratitude expressed 
by the household made it 
all worth it. Before leav-
ing, we met with one more 
resident just as intriguing as 
the first. She even showed 
us some of  the mosaics 
that she made, as art has 
become a passion for her to 
express herself  with. 

Coming off  of  this 

retreat, I wanted to tell 
other Wash. U. students 
about Bravely’s mission out 
of  sheer admiration, as well 
as a desire to support the 
work they do. If  you care 
about this as much as I do 
or just want to contribute 
at all to such an amazing 
place, a lot of  their funding 
comes from their online, 
which sells clothing, mugs, 
bags and more. Also, I 
highly recommend look-
ing more into the RSVP 
Center on campus. Lafoon 
stated, “I would encourage 
anyone that is interested 
in getting involved with us 
to visit rsvpcenter.wustl.
edu/get-involved to see a 
more detailed explanation 
of  our programs, and feel 
free to reach out to our 
prevention specialist, Allie 
Halbert with any specific 
questions”. 

While the infamous 
Wash. U. bubble dissuades 
many from leaving the com-
fort of  their dorms, if  you 
do venture out, you might 
just find your passion.

Welcome Week: It hap-
pens every semester. Some 
nights are terrible, and 
some nights are the ones 
where you think, “This is 
it, the idea of  college I’ve 
been dreaming of  since I 
was a kid.” No matter how 
the night goes, however, 
there is a constant: One 
friend has to order a car 
home, and on Wednesday 
night of  last week, that 
friend was me. 

I ordered my Lyft, and 
within a few seconds I 
started rounding up my 
friends and ushering them 
outside, telling them to 
keep an eye out for a 
silver Chrysler minivan 

bearing a license plate that 
started with a P. Our metal 
chariot arrived, and in just 
a few minutes we would 
all be home—that is, until 
a group seemingly identi-
cal to ours claimed that we 
were taking not our Lyft, 
but their Uber. 

It turns out our driver, 
understandably so, 
accepted both an Uber and 
a Lyft in order to poten-
tially maximize his profits 
for the night despite only 
having a 6-seat car. He 
told the Uber-ers and 
us Lyft-users to “show 
some love” to each other, 
and after some arguing 
between both the two 
groups and the passengers 
and driver, we decided to 
just get in and get to our 

beds as soon as possible. 
The minivan doors 

came to an automated 
close, and with that, the 
driver proceeded to blast 
Kendrick Lamar’s “King’s 
Dead” after we asked 
him to turn it down, and 
soon enough, it became 
clear that the two groups 
of  passengers were going 
to two very different 
locations. This sparked 
another argument, and all 
the while, the passenger in 
the front seat was conduct-
ing a Domino’s pizza and 
cheesy bread order. After 
what felt like the longest 
drive ever, the Lyft group 
finally reached home and 
immediately called the 
Lyft customer service 
line. Luckily, Lyft was 

incredibly understanding, 
and I was refunded for the 
ride, given a credit for my 
next rides, and received 
multiple follow-up emails 
in the coming days 
from customer service 
representatives. 

This kindness is not out 
of  character for the com-
pany. In January 2017, in 
direct response to Trump’s 
infamous “Muslim Ban” 
immigration order, Lyft 
pledged to donate one 
million dollars to the 
ACLU over the next four 
years. The co-founders of  
the company wrote in an 
email to their customers, 
“We stand firmly against 
these actions, and will not 
be silent on issues that 
threaten the values of  our 

community.” In line with 
their communal values, 
Lyft recently started a 
campaign to partner with 
universities throughout the 
United States, including 
Washington University, to 
provide “smart, reliable 
and affordable transporta-
tion to students.”

Student Life spoke with 
the St. Louis Lyft repre-
sentatives about providing 
safer and cheaper rides 
for the Wash. U. com-
munity: “We’re thrilled 
to welcome Wash. U. 
students back to campus 
and that’s why we cre-
ated a Wash. U.-specific 
coupon code for five 
dollars off  your first two 
rides for all new Wash. U. 
users: BEARS2018STL,” 

said Joe Schlichter, the 
Lyft market manager for 
St. Louis. “Our goal is to 
provide responsible and 
reliable rides to all Wash. 
U. students, whenever 
they need, across campus, 
around town and after a 
night out in St. Louis.”

While my experience 
last week was less-than-
ideal, my faith in ride apps 
was immediately restored 
given how understanding 
and apologetic Lyft was, 
coupled with their history 
of  seeming to genuinely 
care about their custom-
ers. Whether you use 
Uber, Lyft, Carshare or 
the like, I urge you to be 
safe and to consider using 
a company that will priori-
tize your safety as well. 

This past Labor Day 
weekend, the Central 
West End’s St. Nicholas 
Greek Orthodox Church 
hosted their annual St. 
Louis Greek Festival by 
decorating the corner of  
Kingshighway Boulevard 
and Forest Park Avenue 
blue and white, serving 
authentic cuisine and 
providing free entertain-
ment to celebrate Hellenic 
culture. Many members of  
St. Nicholas were in atten-
dance, but many patrons 
were there to casually 
enjoy the many amenities 
the festival had to offer.   

A main attraction for 
many festival-goers was 
the food, which was 
served in three large 
canopies beside the street 
corner. Vendors lined 
Forest Park Avenue to 
serve traditional Greek 
dishes; the waiting lines 
were long but the aroma 
coming from the grills 
enticed me to endure the 
wait. When I arrived at 
the counter, I realized 
I did not recognize any 

items on the menu. Once 
the cashier recognized my 
confusion, it was recom-
mended that I try the 
pastitsio and spanakopita. 
In an effort to be less 
surprised by the meal to 
come, I did background 
research on the dishes I 
ordered. Pastitsio, for lack 
of  a better interpretation, 
resembles lasagna. It uses 
Greek pasta and is baked 
with lamb and Bechamel 
sauce (more commonly 
known as white sauce). 
The spanakopita, which 
translates to “spinach pie” 
(spanako: spinach, pita: 
pie) is a layered dinner 
pastry which was savory 
but flakey akin to baklava. 
The latter brought me out 
of  my comfort zone but I 
was not disappointed.    

The canopy next door 
took a more Americanized 
approach to Greek cui-
sine. The “Athenian Deli” 
served gyro sandwiches 
with tzatziki dip and 
fried saganaki. Behind 
the counter you could 
see multiple skewers of  
barbecued lamb being 
peeled off  by knife onto 
toasted pita as well as 

the occasional jumping 
flames from the frying of  
the saganaki. Billows of  
smoke from the barbecue 
pit could be seen down 
Kingshighway Boulevard 
as free advertisement for 
the festival. I was stunned 
by how hard the volun-
teers and vendors worked, 
and their efforts were 
evidenced by the happy 
faces of  patrons dining 
under the “Athenian Deli” 
canopy. 

The festival, which 
spanned Sept. 1-3, 
attracted an estimated 
40,000 people from the St. 
Louis county area despite 
the intense heatwave. 
Luckily, the festival had 
just as many attractions 
indoors as it did outside. 
Within the Grecian-style 
walls of  St. Nicholas, 
a gift shop displayed 
imported jewelry, cook-
books and foodstuffs. 
The jewelry consisted of  
necklaces using intricate 
minerals and gemstones 
from the southern tip of  
the Balkan peninsula. The 
cookbooks for sale were 
written by both renowned 
chefs specializing in 

Greek cuisine as well as 
vendors at the festival. 
By the time I arrived to 
the festival at noon on 
Monday, the shop had 
actually run out of  the 
Greek-style salad dress-
ing which had been used 
in food preparation at the 
festival and was bottled by 
members of  St. Nicholas’ 
congregation. Needless to 
say, I missed my oppor-
tunity. As well as the 
aforementioned gifts, the 
shop also sold numerous 
trinkets and memorabilia 
so no one was to leave 
without taking a small 
piece of  Greece with 
them. 

Upon entering the gift 
shop, younger members 
of  the parish dressed 
in traditional Greek 
folk dance garb greeted 
you and distributed 
information detailing 
upcoming church events 
and services. I would soon 
see these same church 
members in a live per-
formance next door to 
the gift shop. Members 
performed dances that 
paid homage to Greek 
Orthodox heritage and 

astounded an audience of  
clergy and festival-goers 
alike. The entertainment 
continued as the church 
brought in a talented 
bouzouki player. The 
bouzouki, an instrument 
similar in appearance to a 
guitar or mandolin, is an 
integral part of  rebetiko, a 
musical genre which was 
adopted by Greece in the 
early 20th century. The 
musician’s performance 
blended traditional west-
ern music and rebetiko 
to create an astound-
ing sound. Despite the 
music and dance being all 
Greek to me, I thoroughly 
enjoyed the high-spirited, 
fun-loving atmosphere.     

To pair with food, the 
festival also served the 
Greek draft beer Zeos 
located in what was called 
the “Taverna.” “Taverna” 
is the Hellenic term for 
a small order restaurant 
and, interestingly enough, 
serves as the etymology 
for the American term 
“tavern”. During the mid-
afternoons, the Taverna 
also hosted wine tast-
ings sponsored by a local 
Missouri winery, Ionia. 

For after dinner eating, 
the festival provided a 
buffet of  desserts. Not 
only did they serve just-
baked baklava, but dozens 
of  other nut-and honey-
based foods as well. The 
delicate pastries were very 
complimentary to the full-
flavored meat and cheeses 
I had consumed earlier 
and was a great conclu-
sion to my experience at 
the festival. 

The St. Louis Greek 
festival was a wholesome 
experience which I would 
recommend to anyone 
next year who had an 
uneventful Labor Day 
weekend in 2018. But on 
a more general note, St. 
Nicholas demonstrated to 
me the amazing benefits 
of  living in a diverse city 
such as St. Louis. When 
one gets the opportunity 
to experience simple com-
ponents of  another culture 
such as food, dance, 
literature, etc., it not only 
broadens their perspective 
but also can be a source 
of  fun. I’m never eager to 
call learning “fun”, but 
this festival was just that. 
Opa! 
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“Mission: Impossible—
Fallout” is that rare and 
refreshing film that knows 
exactly what it is and 
what it wants to do: awe 
us. Make our jaws drop 
and eyes widen. Make us 
grip our armrests and sit 
on the edge of  our seats. 
“Fallout” accomplishes 
that mission and then does 
more. Director Christopher 
McQuarrie and star and 
executive producer Tom 
Cruise deliver the best 
“Mission: Impossible” film 
and the blockbuster of  the 
summer. “Fallout” is an 
exhausting and relentless 
masterpiece.

“Mission: Impossible” 
films traditionally start 
with a bang (think Tom 
Cruise hanging onto the 
edge of  an airplane). 
“Fallout” breaks with 
the tradition by jumping 
straight into exposition. 

After the events of  
the previous “Mission: 
Impossible” film, a dan-
gerous organization of  
rogue agents known as 
the Apostles wreak havoc 
on the planet. This time, 
the Apostles have been 
contacted by a mysterious 
unknown, John Lark, who 
wishes to acquire nuclear 
weapons and create chaos. 
Ethan Hunt (Tom Cruise), 

should he choose to accept 
his mission, is tasked with 
preventing nuclear fallout. 
He and his team (Henry 
Cavill, Rebecca Ferguson, 
Simon Pegg and Ving 
Rhames) face their most 
treacherous challenge yet.

Honestly, the plot is…
fine. It is frequently 
intelligent but nothing 
remarkable. The plot 
mainly functions to get 
the audience from one 
magnificent set piece to 
another.

“Ghost Protocol” had 
the stunning Burj Khalifa 
set piece. “Rogue Nation” 
had the breathtaking opera 
and underwater set pieces. 
By my (very subjective) 
count, “Fallout” raises the 
ante with four spectacular 
set pieces. None of  these 
appear forced or gratu-
itous, and all of  them build 
plot and character. 

It takes roughly thirty 
minutes for the first major 
set-piece to appear, but 
it is well worth the wait. 
In a stunning long-take, 
Tom Cruise and Henry 
Cavill jump out of  a plane. 
Obviously, there are com-
plications. The filmmakers 
highlight the danger with 
brilliant craft. The dizzy-
ing camera work disorients 
and the long-take forces 
the audience to live the 
moment with the charac-
ters. There is a substantial 

difference between know-
ing the characters are in 
danger and feeling that 
they are in danger. Seeing 
the ground approach closer 
in real time makes that dif-
ference clear.

Spoiler alert: The film 
does not end after 30 
minutes. The characters 
survive their skydiving 
adventure, but before they 
can relax or even catch 
their breath, they are 
thrust into peril again. In 
their search for Lark, Hunt 
and Walker find them-
selves in a pristine white 
bathroom. McQuarrie 
slowly builds suspense 
before the scene erupts in 
sudden and brutal vio-
lence. Every shot either 
builds or releases ten-
sion. The ensuing fight is 
surprising, revelatory and 
impeccably made— acted, 
shot, and edited to make 
you gasp. 

Today, no action film 
is complete without both 
a hand-to-hand combat 
scene and a chase scene. 
“Fallout” complements 
its brilliant bathroom 
fight with a multi-party 
and multi-vehicle chase 
through the streets of  
Paris. This lengthy but 
still engaging scene is 
surprising and refreshingly, 
I might add, dense and 
complicated. After once 
again nailing the build-up, 

this time with support 
from composer Lorne 
Balfe, McQuarrie plots 
and precisely executes a 
city-wide chase with six 
distinct parties. The result 
is both entertaining and 
thematically rich.

At this point, expecta-
tions for the finale were 
almost unfeasibly high. 
Amazingly, McQuarrie 
and Cruise not only meet, 
but exceed those expecta-
tions. I will not describe 
the climax in great detail 
(or at all) because it does 
not do the set-piece its due 
justice. More importantly, 
it does not do the director, 
the crew or the actors their 
due justice. 

“Mission: Impossible—
Fallout” is not a perfect 
film, but it is the collective 
effort of  so many on and 
off  camera performing at 
their absolute best. If  you 
pay attention, you will be 
rewarded. The director, the 
crew, and the actors know 
you pay money to watch 
the film—more if  you 
watch it in IMAX—and 
they make sure they earn 
every cent.

Honestly, I could go on 
for hours about “Fallout.” 
I could mention that Tom 
Cruise learned how to fly 
a helicopter for the film or 
that Henry Cavill reload-
ing his arms is the coolest 
movie moment of  the 

year. I could do that, and 
I actually did, but noth-
ing compares to actually 
watching the film. 

The “Mission: 
Impossible” franchise title 
has always been ironic. 
We know Ethan Hunt 
will save the day. The 
impossible mission the 
filmmaker faces is to try to 
momentarily convince us 
otherwise. Hunt’s victories 
are only fun when you feel 

he might actually lose. As 
ridiculous as it sounds, in 
“Mission: Impossible—
Fallout” I did feel he 
would lose. Not think he 
would lose, but feel he 
would lose. Thoughtfully 
designed, intentionally 
shot and remarkably 
ambitious, “Mission: 
Impossible—Fallout” is 
a paragon for blockbuster 
filmmakers and consumers 
alike.
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Representation mat-
ters. In this day and age, 
that phrase cannot be said 
enough, but what exactly 
are we doing about it? 
Are we just parroting this 
phrase back and forth in 
conversation or are we 
actually doing something 
to increase representation? 
Are we actually making 
an effort to bring different 
cultures into the limelight 
and incorporate them into 
our day-to-day lives? What 
if  we had the opportunity 
to do this in our own back-
yard here at Washington 
University? 

The Black Repertory 
Co (The Black Rep) is 
a professional African-
American theater 
company founded in 
1976 by “undergraduate 
students here at Wash. U. 
because the black students 

were trying to create 
more opportunities for 
themselves at the time,” 
says founder and current 
Wash. U. faculty member 
Ron Himes. “That student 
group evolved into The 
Black Rep [and] is now 
the ‘professional resident 
company at Wash. U.’” 

This upcoming season 
will be The Black Rep’s 
42nd and promises not to 
disappoint with its selec-
tion this year: 

Crowns
Edison Theatre

Sept. 5-23 

The first show of  the 
season is already open and 
is sure to dazzle audi-
ences. “Crowns” takes a 
look at the use of  hats in 
the black community as a 
means to tell the history of  
black people and as a way 
to further explore black 
identity. 

Canfield Drive
Edison Theatre

Jan. 9-27

When asked what show 
he was most excited for, 
Himes responded with 
“‘Canfield Drive.’” “[It’s] 
a world premiere that 
we’re doing in January. 
It’s a play that we commis-
sioned and it’s a play that 
deals with the Mike Brown 
shooting and the uprising 
in [Ferguson, Mo].” 

Marie and Rosetta
A.E. Hotchner Studio Theatre

Feb. 13-March 3

This production follows 
Rosetta Tharpe, a pioneer 
in mid-20th century music 
known for her gospel 
tunes, and Marie Knight 
as they go through their 
first rehearsal before going 
on the tour that would 
cement their names in 
musical infamy.

Nina Simone: Four 
Women

Edison Theatre
May 15-June 2

Whether or not you are 
a fan, there is no denying 
that Nina Simone’s music 
carries powerful messages, 
both personal and politi-
cal. Join The Black Rep as 
they unpack Simone’s lyr-
ics to reveal four women 
torn apart from one 
another, all because of  the 
color of  their skin.

Dwayne McCowan, 
junior and Black Rep 
ambassador, is delighted 
at the opportunity The 
Black Rep has provided 
him. “The Student 
Ambassador program is 
very new to The Black 
Rep. We just started this 
semester, and basically 
what it is is we’re reach-
ing out to different college 
students to promote The 
Black Rep at their specific 

universities.”
When asked what The 

Black Rep meant to him, 
McCowan said, “To 
me, The Black Rep is a 
place where we can have 
African-American theater 
shown that isn’t necessar-
ily given to us from other 
theater companies. Most 
theater companies are 
white-washed and to have 
an ethnic-specific theater 
company that focuses 
on making theater for 
black people and by black 
people is really important 
to me.”

But The Black Rep isn’t 
just for black students or 
black people in general. 
It’s for everyone. When 
asked if  all Wash. U. stu-
dents should come to see 
The Black Rep’s shows, 
Prof. Himes responded 
with, “I think that in a 
community where people 
are so interested in inclu-
sion, equity and diversity, 

the answer couldn’t be 
anything but ‘yes’.”

So there you have it, 
Wash. U. You can’t say 
you’re devoted to mak-
ing more diverse and 
open spaces unless you 
actually experience one 
for yourself. Come and 
see a Black Rep show at 
Edison Theatre or the 
A.E. Hotchner Studio 
Theatre sometime within 
the 2018-2019 school 
year, or better yet, see all 
of  them. Student tick-
ets are $15, and if  you 
think that’s too much, 
remember how much 
your Starbucks coffee cost 
and ask yourself  if  that 
venti mocha Frappuccino 
made you question how 
you saw the world and 
theater in general. Last 
time I checked, coffee 
won’t spark conversations 
about equity, inclusion or 
diversity, but The Black 
Rep will. 

acceptable from a CEO 
circa 2008, we now may 
or may not live in a world 
with consequences. What 
really gets me going is 
the last-minute nature of  
this cancellation: every-
thing happened less than 
a week before the festival 
was set to take place. To 
those who were look-
ing closely, it’s clear that 
LouFest was plagued by 
these issues for the past 
few months. A tweet 

by St. Louis comedian 
Angela Smith sums up 
the situation perfectly, 
drawing a parallel to Joe 
Edwards’ Loop Trolley 
disaster: “#LouFest is the 
Loop Trolley of  music 
festivals.”

But what were all of  
these problems, and what 
pushed them over the edge 
to bring about the end of  
LouFest? I find the lineup 
to be the biggest problem: 
it simply doesn’t merit the 

$105 price tag of  a two-
day pass. While in the past 
I would hear the occa-
sional grumbles about the 
lineup being bad, this year 
I couldn’t find a single 
person excited enough 
about the lineup to pay the 
full ticket price. When the 
artists I’m most excited to 
see at a music festival in 
2018 are Modest Mouse 
and T-Pain, there’s an 
issue.

In addition to the lineup, 

cracks were forming long 
before the fated tweet 
was twought. To cover 
the festival, I applied for 
a press pass over this past 
summer; and although I 
was supposed to hear back 
from the festival before 
Aug. 10, I had not received 
anything from them—not 
even a rejection—since my 
application was submit-
ted, nor did I receive any 
responses to my follow-up 
emails. My answer finally 
came Wednesday morn-
ing, when a friend sent 
me an article announcing 
LouFest’s cancellation. 
To be honest, I wouldn’t 
attend the festival without 
a press pass. Even if  I were 
to have a press pass, I still 
didn’t want to give up my 
weekend for LouFest this 
year.

I had a great time at 
LouFest last year—and 
was happy paying for a 
full price ticket—and am 
honestly disappointed in 
the festival’s cancellation, 
even if  I didn’t really want 
to go this year. It’s unfor-
tunate that the festival is 
ending after these years of  
mixed, but overall positive, 
reviews.

But it’s hard to call 
past LouFests successes 
with this announcement 
of  cancellation. The 
announcement seems to 
blame everyone but the 
event organizers. The 
post lays blame on art-
ists, vendors, sponsors, 
“unfortunately-timed 
media coverage”—read: 
good reporting—and the 
weather. Although the 
post mentions the fact that 
previous events carried 
their own debt, the event 
organizers have taken on 
no responsibility for the 
disorganization of  the 
event.

And this disorganization 
and last-minute cancel-
lation is going to have 
impacts on the city itself. 
While in the past, LouFest 
has been an economic 
boon to the city, this year, 
that boom has turned into 
a bust.

At this point, many 
St. Louis restaurants and 
food trucks already have a 
massive amount of  extra 
food prepared with no 
outlet; and, on top of  that, 
it seems unlikely that these 
restaurateurs will receive 
a refund of  their vendor 

fee. Additionally, there is 
a large amount of  mer-
chandise that now cannot 
be unmade or returned. 
And these individual busi-
nesses, not LouFest, are 
now on the hook. While 
larger businesses can 
absorb this loss, it wouldn’t 
surprise me to find that 
some smaller companies 
took a gamble that now 
might bring them crashing 
down.

Now that all of  these 
trash fires have coalesced 
into one large dumpster 
fire, LouFest is—for better 
or worse—a thing of  the 
past. I don’t see how the 
festival can possibly pull 
a Big Sean and bounce 
back after “taking this 
L.” I have to admit, all 
snark aside, I’m sad about 
the festival’s end. It was 
really nice having a music 
festival this close to cam-
pus and one that, for my 
time here, was a really fun 
experience. But now that 
the event has been can-
celed and all the problems 
behind LouFest aired out, 
it is going to take a lot of  
effort to put the proverbial 
toothpaste back in the 
tube.

LOUFEST from page 3 

HOLLY RAVAZZOLO | STUDENT LIFE
The LouFest balloon floats by the ferris wheel during the 2016 edition of the festival. The 
event, scheduled for this coming weekend, was abruptly canceled early Wednesday morning.
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O
n Saturday, 
Aug. 26, John 
McCain passed 
away. He was 

a true American patriot and 
will be missed by many across 
the political spectrum. Let us 
remember the legacy of an 
American giant and his illus-
trious career as an “advocate 
for human rights.” He was an 
honorable man. 

Let us not forget the selfless 
sacrifices John McCain made 
to serve his country by fighting 
in the air force as we systemi-
cally destroyed Vietnam. As 
a pilot, McCain courageously 
protected our nation by 
conducting air missions some 
8,500 miles from the United 
States as a part of the U.S. 
military invasion that fought 
a completely unnecessary war 
of aggression that ended up 

killing millions of civilians. 
Due to his mistreatment and 
subsequent torture by the 
North Vietnamese, he bravely 
stood up to them by calling 
them “g---s,” a racial slur for 
Asians. He was an honorable 
man.

After his heroic tour of  
duty, McCain eventually 
entered politics, where he 
stayed true to his core values 
by voting for crime laws in 
the 1990s that increased mass 
incarceration and broadened 
use of the death penalty. He 
also encapsulated the true 
spirit of Martin Luther King 
Jr. and his belief on treating 
people equally. As a result, he 
voted against making MLK 
Day a national holiday—if we 
are treating everyone equally, 
why should Martin Luther 
King Jr. receive preference 
enough for a national holiday? 
In order to help teach poor 
people “self-sufficiency,” 

he graciously supported 
legislation that would make it 
harder for individuals within 
marginalized communities to 
receive assistance. The logic is 
as follows: By taking money 
away from poor people, even-
tually (somehow) poor people 
would end up with more 
money! He bravely stood up 
for the defenseless weapon 
manufacturers as he voted to 
ensure no meaningful gun 
control regulations would be 
passed. He was an honorable 
man. 

John McCain was a true 
believer in making the world 
safer for democracy by push-
ing for “democratic regime 
change” in Iran, Iraq and 
Syria. He was also known 
for pursing peace by helping 
notable bastions of democracy 
like Saudi Arabia receive U.S.-
made weapons that are now 
used to destabilize Yemen and 
kill civilians. He also wanted 

to bring democracy to Libya 
by meeting with Gadhafi in 
2009, promising weapons 
before doing an about-face 
two years later in 2011 and 
calling for his ouster. Because 
of McCain’s assistance, Libya 
was “liberated” and was given 
the “freedom” to set up literal 
slave markets. McCain pushed 
for liberation in North Korea, 
by threatening the country 
with extinction for (let me 
check my notes) surviving 
U.S. sanctions and looking for 
a deterrent to U.S. aggression. 
This stance makes sense: If  
the U.S. destroys North Korea, 
there would be no civilians left 
under North Korea’s “brutal 
rule”. There are many things 
people can say about McCain, 
but at least he is historically 
consistent: He was a supporter 
of U.S. favorite Augusto 
Pinochet, with whom he 
met in 1985 and described 
the dictator who used rape, 

torture and mass murder 
against dissidents as “friendly 
and warm at times.” He was 
an honorable man.

There is one thing we can 
all agree on: John McCain, 
his ideals and his values truly 
represented the United States 
and who we are. His tenure 
was emblematic of everything 
that makes America “great”: 
Determination to never back 
down from truly horrific ideas 
no matter the firestorm of  
opposition, a willingness to 
center America first to the 
detriment of the Global South 
and a willingness to use U.S. 
power to “spread democracy.” 
There will never be anyone 
like him, except for the hordes 
of neoconservatives and 
hawkish Democrats that make 
up almost all of Congress. He 
was an honorable man. 

To those who would use 
this opportunity to besmirch 
the name of McCain, let us 

be civil. John McCain was a 
symbol, and as such, deserves 
the same respect politicians 
on both sides of the aisle 
give to other symbols. Let us 
look to the reactions to the 
death of Fidel Castro by both 
Miami Cubans and noted 
McCain ally, Marco Rubio; 
the reaction to Gadhafi’s 
death, a leader admired by 
anti-apartheid activist Nelson 
Mandela; or even the response 
that Michael Brown received 
after his murder by police 
officer Darren Wilson as 
examples. Civility is expected 
and demanded for those who 
serve, maintain and protect 
both power and the ruling 
class elites. This courtesy is 
not extended to those who 
oppose hegemonic U.S. power, 
the system of racism in this 
country or even the victims 
of U.S. imperialism. As such, 
may McCain rest in peace. He 
was an honorable man. 

A eulogy for John McCain

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

N
ow do President 
Barack Obama, 
whose danger-
ous worldview 

has allowed hundreds of  
thousands to die in Syria (Of  
course, this is not a wish for 
President Obama’s imminent 

passing. It’s strictly a hypotheti-
cal). What about Kennedy and 
Johnson’s foolish escalation in 
Vietnam? What about FDR, 
who caved to isolationists 
as Europe self-destructed at 
extraordinary cost? 

Mr. Lundergan’s editorial 
on the “deification” of Senator 
John McCain is simply lousy. 
Mr. Lundergan’s concern is 

not with the praise for Senator 
McCain; it’s with celebration 
of someone who he disagrees 
with. As Mr. Lundergan notes, 
Senator McCain was not per-
fect. In fact, that was a theme 
of Senator McCain’s life. But 
the recent commemoration 
of the late Senator was not 
to exalt his policy. President 
Obama noted as much. It 

was to recall his extraordinary 
character. I don’t think Mr. 
Lundergan is unaware of as 
much, but I would neverthe-
less recommend David Foster 
Wallace’s (by no means a 
conservative) brilliant profile of  
the senator from 2000. 

Besides, what of Senator 
McCain’s admirable policy 
accomplishments? He 

took personal scandal and 
engineered comprehensive 
campaign finance legislation 
(albeit ill-fated before the 
Supreme Court) that could 
have markedly altered our bro-
ken election system. Senator 
McCain bolstered human 
rights in America and around 
the world. He worked ardently 
to combat climate change in 

the mold of a Teddy Roosevelt 
Republican. He was one of the 
prime movers on attempts to 
humanely improve immigra-
tion. He was a champion of  
liberty and democratic values. 

Senator McCain was never-
theless a conservative, and that 
appears to be Mr. Lundergan’s 
issue. Respectfully, I believe 
you’ve missed the point. 

MICHAEL ROSENGART
CLASS OF 2013

CHRISTIAN RALPH
CLASS OF 2017

OP-ED SUBMISSION

STAFF EDITORIAL

W
ashington 
University 
admin-
istrators 

released a 24-page document 
detailing changes to the 
Title IX system in response 
to the student demands 
announced last spring Sept. 
4. The changes, including 
the addition of six full-time 
staff members across the Title 
IX Office, Relationship and 
Sexual Violence Prevention 
Center and Habif Health 
and Wellness Center, the 
creation of a peer consulting 

service and the formation of  
an Advisory Committee, are 
a step in the right direction to 
help mend the wounds caused 
by the Title IX Office’s failure 
to serve the students it is sup-
posed to protect.  

The prompt release 
of the University’s 
changes—in addition to 
the financial undertaking 
of adding six full-time staff  
members—demonstrates the 
administration’s commitment 
to the cause: It shows that 
they are willing to make real 
changes. However, we hope 

that the pledged changes 
will translate into tangible 
improvements to survivors’ 
experiences with Title IX. 

While the six staff mem-
bers will undoubtedly alleviate 
some of the stress and work-
load from current employees, 
we hope that they will work 
to further promote policies 
that help students. The same 
goes for the peer consult-
ing program and Advisory 
Committee: While the over-
sight aspect of the Advisory 
Committee is admirable, 
we hope the University will 

accept and consider sugges-
tions they offer. If they do not 
lead to appreciable decisions 
and differences, the new 
implementations will merely 
become even more cogs in 
the broken machine that is 
the Title IX system. Wash. 
U. has undeniably commit-
ted the resources to make the 
changes, now we want to see 
what they will do with them. 

It is no secret that distrust in 
the Title IX Office’s ability to 
function came to a head last 
semester with the Title Mine 
rally, attended by hundreds 

of students, staff and faculty 
members. Conflict between 
a university and its students 
should never have to escalate 
to such a level for change to 
occur. To help ensure future 
changes are more proactive 
than reactive, the Title IX 
Office must regularly reassess 
their progress and identify 
areas for improvement. We 
encourage the administration 
and staff members to seek 
out the advice Title Mine and 
other related groups on cam-
pus for these revisions.

The University’s willingness 

to sit at the table and respond 
to public outcry shows the 
power of student voices. The 
people with the power to 
make changes have asked for 
more feedback: Show up and 
give it. It’s easy to talk in the 
abstract with your roommates 
about how fed up you are, but 
now is the time to do some-
thing about it. Attend the 
open house this Wednesday, 
Sept. 12 at 7 p.m. in Umrath 
Lounge. Keep speaking up, 
keep the conversation going—
now you know it can make a 
difference. 

Change requires action for Title IX

O
n Tuesday, 
Washington 
University 
released a report 

responding to recommenda-
tions made following the Title 
Mine rally, a call to action 
demanding reform to the Title 
IX reporting process. While 
reading the report, I felt that 
the school is moving in the 
right direction and working to 
equip the Title IX Office with 
the resources to improve the 
process.

No matter how supportive 
the University becomes in 
aiding survivors, nothing will 
change if the ugly root of  
the issue goes unaddressed. 
The reality is that every year 
a consistent and significant 
percentage of students experi-
ence sexual violence. Beyond 
resources and support, we 
must refuse to tolerate this 
reality. Cultivating this mindset 
must begin early. First-year are 
required to watch “The Date” 
and participate in a facilitation 
to discuss the importance of  
consent and intervention. I was 
a Date Facilitator this year for 

the Women’s Space, and while 
it was an impactful experience, 
I felt a certain perspective was 
missing. 

I believe that separating 
men and women during their 
first conversation at Wash. 
U. regarding sexual violence 
prevention is a mistake. Firstly, 
this is a dangerous split, as it 
suggests that men and women 
think about consent differently 
according to their gender. 
I’m sure that it was far from 
anyone’s intent to emphasize 
the stereotype that mostly men 
are offenders and women are 
mostly victims, but dividing 

the first-years according to gen-
der implies that something is 
fundamentally different in their 
understanding of consent. This 
direction is harmful, as there 
are men who are victims and 
women who are perpetrators. 

Beyond removing this 
subconscious categorization, 
having open facilitations 
benefits all students. I hope 
that every incoming student is 
invested in preventing violence 
on campus, so every student 
should be allowed to conduct 
open dialogue. It is not that 
men and women see consent 
differently, but identifying 

as a man or woman leads to 
viewing “The Date” differ-
ently. Sharing perspectives is 
crucial. Engaging with peers 
in a respectful way creates 
a deep understanding that 
cannot be achieved by simply 
assuming what others think. 
Furthermore, it encourages 
students to continue the con-
versation in the future. 

I don’t think “The Date” 
is a terrible program. In fact, 
I feel the opposite; facilitat-
ing for “The Date” was an 
invaluable experience, and I 
encourage everyone interested 
to apply to be a facilitator. 

The fact that “The Date” is 
so well-coordinated and a 
mandatory part of orientation 
is monumental. Many colleges 
don’t put in half the effort to 
educate their students. Simply, 
“The Date” is imperfect and 
could be improved by hosting 
a unified discussion. While not 
a miracle solution to ending 
violence at Wash. U., this, 
along with the changes within 
the Title IX Office and a com-
mitment to improving other 
initiatives across campus, will 
bring all students, faculty and 
staff together in a united front 
against sexual violence.

Here’s an idea: Let’s talk to each other
MEGHA UBEROI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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pays off  its debt. 
Junior Dylan Keifer, who 

was planning on going to 
the festival, believes that the 
cancellation was not only 
upsetting for fans but also 
was handled poorly.

“I think the way that 
they handled the cancella-
tion was really insensitive,” 
Kiefer said. “I think they 
kind of  tried to focus on 
how great the festival has 
been in the past in their 
cancellation letter, but I 
feel like they were basi-
cally blaming a lot of  
external forces for the can-
cellation when it’s really 
all on the people who were 
scheduling.”

Due to the short notice, 
food and merchandise ven-
dors have been left with an 
excess of  already purchased 
products. A Facebook event 
was organized in support of  
LouFest vendors Saturday, 
Sept. 8 at 1:00 p.m.

“Tons of  local vendors 
will have excess food, 
drinks, special edition cans 
and beers, merch, etc. Let’s 
get out there and support 
the local businesses that 
were invested in making the 
festival awesome for all of  
us!” reads the description 
for the Facebook event.

Some vendors have 
already begun to plan 
events in the absence of  
LouFest. One such vendor 
is Evangeline’s, a bistro 
and music house located on 
Euclid Avenue. According 
to bar manager Drew 
Drake, they will be hosting 
a music night on Saturday, 
Sept. 8 in conjunction 
with the Support LouFest 
Vendors event.

“We are currently in 
the works of  planning our 

own local music party on 
Saturday night as a way for 
people to get out and still 
see some live music despite 
the absence of  LouFest,” 
Drake said. “I’m still work-
ing with [the] owner to 
hash out the specific details 
of  what we are doing, but 
we are working on getting 
some artists in here onstage 
and just having a big get 
together and party for 
everybody.”

Music at Evangeline’s 
will start at 7:00 p.m. and 
the stage will be opened 
to local St. Louis artists 
around 9:00 p.m. with 
music until around 1:00 
a.m. They will be serving 
New Orleans-style street 
food that they were origi-
nally planning to provide at 
LouFest all night.

Washington University 
junior Evan Hughes (stage 
name evan) was scheduled 
to perform this weekend 
at the festival and is now 
among the artists who 
will no longer have that 
opportunity.

“Obviously, I’m very dis-
appointed that the festival is 
cancelled; it was something 
I was really looking forward 
to. I was looking forward 
to sharing my music with 
the Wash. U. and St. Louis 
community [on] a scale I 
hadn’t been able to before,” 
Hughes said. “But at the 
same time, I also know that 
sometimes you hit road-
blocks and that’s kind of  
the way the industry goes. 
I’m just ready to get back 
up on the saddle and con-
quer whatever task comes 
next.”

Additional reporting by 
Danielle Drake-Flam and 
Kathleen White

ways that are student-centric, 
accountable, and transparent,” 
the Title Mine report reads.

The University will be hold-
ing a town hall-style feedback 
session in Umrath Lounge 
Wednesday, Sept. 12, which 
will give students a chance to 
address any questions or con-
cerns that they may have with 
the report.

“During these meetings, we 
will continue to surface student 
concerns and critically evaluate 
each step that the administra-
tion implements to improve the 
Title IX process,” Title Mine 
organizers wrote.

Title Mine organizer and 
junior Luka Cai is pleased with 
the administration’s effort to 
gather student feedback and 
believes that it sets a precedent 
for the way the University will 
include students in the changes 
to Title IX. 

“I like that student input 
will be collected at every step 
of the process,” Cai said. “So, 
even when the administration 
is committing to, say, implicit 
bias training, it seems like they 
want input from us about what 
we want that training to look 
like.”

Meeting with 
administration

On Aug. 31, Title Mine met 
with White and RSVP Center 
Director Kim Webb to review 
the document and ask any 
questions they had about the 
content or implementation of  
the plan.

“My sense was that [the 
students] believed that the 
University took seriously the 
recommendations that they 
made and took the time to 
evaluate them,” White said. 
“We then spent a lot of time 
talking about how we were 
going to move from the actual 

report to implementation.”
Though the group pre-

viously criticized the 
administration’s response to 
sexual assault last spring, their 
work with White to create the 
changes has been a positive 
experience.

“[Lori White] has been 
so amenable to all of our 
demands thus far,” Title 
Mine organizer and sopho-
more Candace Hayes said. 
“We have such a great work-
ing relationship with the 
administration because of  
how amenable she’s been.” 
Going forward, Title Mine 
will continue to work with 
the University as well as other 
students who are not involved 
in the group, beginning with 
the town hall in Umrath next 
Wednesday.

“Title Mine organizers will 
be present at these feedback 
sessions, and we encourage 
you to contribute your thoughts 
on the administration’s sugges-
tions thus far,” the Title Mine 
report reads. “We will also 
be available for one-on-one 
or small-group conversations 
where you can bounce off  
ideas and share your thoughts 
in a more private, comfortable 
setting afterwards.” 

Cai believes that having a 
feedback session that is open 
to the general student popu-
lation, rather than just the 
organizers of Title Mine, is 
both important and helpful to 
the University.

“I like that student involve-
ment is prioritized at every 
step of the way…[and] see-
ing that the administration 
is actively gathering outside 
student input on the report, 
not just Title Mine student 
organizers’ input,” Cai said. 
“So I think that means making 
next week’s listening session 

as accessible and widely publi-
cized as possible.”

What resources are 
being added and how 

will these changes affect 
the Title IX process?
The report outlines six new 

full-time positions spread 
across the Title IX Office, the 
RSVP Center and the Habif  
Health and Wellness Center, as 
well as making one part-time 
administrative assistant posi-
tion in the RSVP Center full 
time. The report also notes that 
the University’s current Title 
IX system, “while comprehen-
sive and thorough, takes too 
long,” and outlines proposed 
interventions to increase the 
efficiency and effectiveness of  
the process.

Cai believes that the addi-
tional staffing shows how 
seriously the University is tak-
ing the Title Mine.

“I think that it commits 
to concrete resources being 
invested to improve the Title 
IX process,” Cai said.

The University has also 
made changes—including 
upgrading the resources avail-
able on their website—to 
the transparency with which 
information about the Title IX 
process is available. 

Jodie Goodman, a second-
year graduate student in the 
Brown School of Social Work, 
has been working with Title 
Mine and believes that the 
commitment to transparency 
is one of the most important 
updates to the process.

“What stands out is obvi-
ously the staffing investment, 
but there are lot of details 
that I think will also really 
improve the experience of sur-
vivors of violence on campus,” 
Goodman said. “For example, 
things like clarifying what 

it means to be a responsible 
employee, that’s a real student 
concern…it’s unclear on our 
campus, and it’s a detail they’re 
committed to being concerned 
about because students are.”

Updates to counseling 
resources for student sup-
port were emphasized in Title 
Mine’s original demands. The 
University has added 24-hour 
counseling services for stu-
dents, which will be made 
possible through the newly-
added counseling staff.

“I would say [one of] the 
resources I’m most happy with 
[is]...having on call 24/7 coun-
seling service to survivors,” Cai 
said.

The University’s report also 
details changes to the training 
that those involved with the 
Title IX process will receive. 
This includes the University 
Sexual Assault Investigative 
Board (USAIB), Title IX staff, 
Habif Center staff, Student 
Affairs staff, Greek life and stu-
dent organizations.

“The second thing I’m most 
happy about is the fact that 
training and education will 
be required for every person 
involved in the Title IX pro-
cess,” Cai said. “Especially that 
the training has to be trauma-
informed, culturally-informed 
and focused on implicit bias 
and intersectionality.”

Title Mine has previously 
highlighted the importance of  
implicit bias and intersection-
ality, as well as acknowledging 
the different experiences and 
obstacles that marginalized 
students face in regards to sex-
ual violence and assault. The 
creation of the new student 
support position in the RSVP 
Center will specifically support 
marginalized students.

READ MORE AT 
STUDLIFE.COM



This week we got some 
good news. Bittersweet 
news to some, hope-
ful news to others, but 
altogether good news. 
To be more specific, we 

received Washington 
University’s response to 
handling sexual assault 
and misconduct most 
heavily publicized in late 
April. 

If  you’re a freshman—
or have lived under a rock 
in your time here—I can 
give you a brief  overview 
of  how things have gone 
in the past concerning 
Title IX cases. Students 
report sexual assault/
harassment to the Title 
IX department. Cases 
are mishandled and 
interactions with com-
plainants are botched on 
a variety of  fronts. The 
process take eons to be 
completed, and students 
feel doubly harmed by 
not only the assault but 
also the process itself. 
Nothing is changed. 

In the last two years, 
there was a shift. 
Students spoke out 
through a variety forms; 
and this time, they did 
it as a unified front. 
The first-hand accounts, 
complaints and exposes 
came to a boiling point 
in April, and Title 
Mine was born--a group 
whose sole purpose is 
to advocate for Title IX 
improvement at Wash. 
U. Chancellor Wrighton 
finally graced us with his 
opinion on the issue after 
two years of  silence; and 
lo and behold, we have 
a response, funding and 
initiatives. 

One thing the report 
contained little of  was 
substantial changes to the 
process, which immedi-
ately raised a red flag for 
me. My initial reaction 
was that the University is 
throwing money at this. 
Which is true. And good. 
But not great from a prac-
ticality stand point. If  the 
process is flawed—maybe 
not substantially, but at 
least slightly in a couple 
of  areas (and first-hand 
experiences suggests 

it might be)—money 
will help the issues, but 
people will still come out 
of  this feeling burned.

There’s a ray of  hope 
though. In the report 
the University issued on 
Tuesday, Sept. 4, there 
were these lines alluding 

to mirroring or consult-
ing with other Title IX 
models: “We are also 
exploring other Title 
IX models that might 
shorten the process even 
further without com-
promising a thorough 
and fair investigation 
… During the 2018-
19 academic year we 
will explore other Title 
IX models that might 
shorten the Title IX pro-
cess even further. We will 
involve students, faculty 
and staff  in this review.”

This is what I’ve 
decided to latch on to 
(with the acoustic version 
of  “Latch” by Sam Smith 
totally in mind). 

When I think of  Title 
IX scandals (other than 
Wash. U.) I think of  
Columbia University. 
If  you just do a quick 
Google search, dozens 
of  articles will appear 
detailing their hairy 
past with Title IX. If  
you need a memory jog, 
Columbia is where Emma 
Sulkowicz’s started the 
mattress protest, an 
art piece in which she 
carried a mattress every-
where on campus until 
her alleged rapist was 
expelled from the univer-
sity. It’s since become a 
well-known story and is 
covered in the film “The 
Hunting Ground.” This is 
all to say that Columbia 
has also faced pressure 
from their students to fix 
their process. 

So, I say, let’s look at 
what they’ve done (along 
with other schools, 
of  course). Now, you 
might ask yourself, “Is it 
wise to look at another 
university with a history 
of  scandals for Title IX 
advice?” I would say yes 
and no. People who get 
in trouble for this a lot, 
think about this a lot, 
and that’s valuable. And 
they’ve been getting in 
trouble for a while, which 

means they’ve had a lot 
of  time to think, and a lot 
of  pressure to improve—
just like we are having to 
now.

Columbia has a 54 
page document avail-
able on their website 
titled Gender-Based 

Misconduct Policy and 
Procedures for Students. 
54 pages y’all. That’s 
pretty good. Within it, 
there’s a ton of  infor-
mation that I have 
personally combed over, 
but I don’t expect you 
to. Here’s what I found 
relevant to us and our 
process. 

In-depth 
definitions 

and examples 
of gender-

based 
violence

Columbia’s policy 
provides 10 pages worth 
of  what gender-based mis-
conduct is, clarifications 
of  the different types of  
gender-based misconduct, 
examples of  gender-based 
misconduct and examples 
of  scenarios that consti-
tute a violation. It means 
you don’t have to go in 
and ask a university rep-
resentative if  something 
was a violation before 
you’ve decided whether to 
report, and you don’t have 
to crowdsource your pos-
sibly equally uninformed 
friends as to whether 
they think it was. This is 
a valuable inclusion that 
Wash. U. has now alluded 
to including. 

University-
provided 
attorney-
advisors

From Columbia’s 
policy: “University stu-
dents may retain counsel 
independently or request 
that the University 
arrange for an attorney-
advisor. If  a student 
makes that request, the 
University will provide 
an attorney-advisor at 

no cost to the University 
student. Once an attor-
ney-advisor is assigned 
by the University, the 
student may not request a 
different attorney-advisor 
from the University, but 
may request another 
advisor; if  that occurs, 
the attorney-advisor 
originally provided 
by the University will 
withdraw from that 
role. If  a Complainant 
or Respondent requests 
a University provided 
attorney-advisor, the 
office will notify the 
other party and upon 
request arrange for an 
attorney-advisor.”

Wash. U. has already 
stated that they don’t 
plan on doing this. I 
could write a six-page 
paper on why I disagree 
with this, but here’s the 
skeleton of  my argument. 

Timeliness From 
Columbia’s Policy: 
“the process will not be 
unduly delayed due to an 
advisor’s unavailability” 

Cases could, in 
theory, be delayed by 
an attorney-advisor’s 
availability in our cur-
rent process. It’s each 
party’s prerogative to 
have legal representation 
in the form of  a “support 
person,” and this person 

may take time to acquire. 
If  the school provided 
a readily-available, free 
option, students who 
couldn’t get their pre-
ferred attorney in due 
time would be provided 
the free attorney rather 
being allowed to delay 
the process. 

If  the school won’t 
provide this service, we 
should at least be add-
ing a clause to our policy 
that stops the attorney 
delays. 

Accessibility 
Disparity 

Not everyone is wealthy 
enough to afford their 
own attorney. Even if  we 
would rather not have 
attorneys involved in this 
process, they are—and 
they are a nuisance. It’s 
only fair that those who 
can’t afford an attorney 
have accessible legal 

advice comparable to that 
of  their opposing party. If  
we are not going to get rid 
of  their involvement, then 
we have to remedy the 
disparity. Furthermore, 
complainants are often 
put in a position of  
re-traumatization in 
efforts to obtain a private 
attorney. If  the University 
provided them, that’s one 
less obstacle victims have 
to face.

Dictation 
The attorneys aren’t 

supposed to be contribut-
ing to parties’ statements 
which is, in theory, 
supposed to keep their 
influence on cases mini-
mal, but attorneys can 
simply dictate responses 
instead of  writing them. 
That’s a direct influence 
that can cause a dispar-
ity.   

Protection
If  students aren’t com-

fortable informing their 
parents of  their case, it 
would be beneficial for 
them to have an inde-
pendent, informed, free 
advocate on their side—
someone who knows to 
request certain types of  
evidence and that can 
raise concerns on their 
behalf, even if  that’s just 

in private. For something 
that can potentially turn 
into a criminal case, 
it’s in the student’s best 
interest to have someone 
whispering in their ear 
that this whole thing’s 
been botched before it’s 
too late. 

Two-person 
team 

From Columbia’s 
Policy: “The office will 
designate a two-person 
team (“the Investigative 
Team”) to conduct 
an investigation into 
whether a violation of  
the Policy occurred.”

This seems like a 
wonderful way to pro-
mote internal checks 
and decrease the time it 
takes to complete cases. 
Instead of  having one 
person conducting the 
interviews, you have two 
people in the room that 

have the ability to look 
at one another and stop 
each other from asking 
biased or uninformed 
questions, and be as 
thorough as possible. 
With two people involved 
in the investigation 
outside of  the interview 
room, material will be 
analyzed faster and more 
thoroughly. 

No 
character 
witnesses

From Columbia’s 
Policy: “The investigative 
Team will not interview 
witnesses whose sole 
purpose is to provide 
character information, 
or specialized expertise 
about a particular subject 
area.”

The fact that this is a 
clause in Columbia’s pol-
icy is telling, and it’s one 
I hope we come to include 
in ours. This means that 
you can’t just ask your 
friends to be interviewed 
because they’re your 
friends and they will say 
nice things about you. 
Excluding character 
witnesses is something I 
hope we explicitly include 
in the new policy, even if  
it just sounds like com-

mon sense. 
Title IX fixes aren’t as 

easy as screaming “Title 
Mine” and “Hey, ho, Jessica 
Kennnedy has got to go,” 
as much fun as that was. It 
takes work to make some-
thing substantially better, 
and it takes time to let peo-
ple work out the kinks. My 
first impulse was to throw 
my laptop through a wall 
and weep because I didn’t 
see everything I hoped to. 
But like, maturity, and self-
control, and a calm, centered 
knowledge that at least we 
have their attention. Maybe 
I’ll have to look up every 
peer institution that does this 
better, but at least I know 
this school will listen to me 
when I open my mouth. If  
you have something helpful 
to say, open yours, too. We 
are not the only school with 
a Title IX process. It’s worth 
it to learn from others mis-
takes and mirror those who 
do this better.  
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More work to do: Learning from Title IX changes beyond Wash. U.

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE

Students gather outside the Danforth University Center during the Title Mine rally last spring. 
In response to widespread pressure, the University announced changes to Title IX Sept. 4.
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A crowd in Edison Courtyard last April rallying in support of improving the Title IX process at 
Washington University. This Tuesday, the University unveiled a series of upcoming changes.

KATY HUTSON
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR



The Washington 
University football team 
opened a new season 
Saturday at Francis Field 
against the University of  
Chicago, establishing a 1-0 
record with a 24-17 victory.

The home crowd, boosted 
by Student Union’s Game 
Day tailgate event, defi-
nitely made an impact on 
the game. In fact, the crowd 
was one of, if  not the larg-
est in Wash. U. history: The 
official attendance, listed at 
2,903 fans, was the highest 
since at least the 2001 sea-
son, which is as far back as 
the Wash. U. archives goes 
on a game-by-game level. 
Kindbom agreed that the 
spirit pumping through the 
crowd contributed to the 
energy level of  the players.

“Not only did we notice 
it, but we greatly appreci-
ate the fans,” Kindbom 
said. “That had a major 

difference in our football 
team. They were loud…
We felt the energy on the 
sideline. Our fans did a tre-
mendous job; and you know, 
that picks you up a little bit. 
There’s no question it has an 
effect on the way you play; 
so, that part was great.” 

The Red and Green 
defense, in particular, 
came out and played with 
purpose. With two intercep-
tions in the first half  and 
four sacks that spanned the 
course of  the game, Wash. 
U. made it difficult for 
Chicago to make any prog-
ress on the field offensively. 
Chicago could only muster 
a single positive net yard 
on the ground—on 26 car-
ries—as opposed to Wash. 
U.’s 175.

The Maroons, despite 
actually possessing the ball 
more than the Bears, could 
only get the first down 17 
times as opposed to Wash. 
U., who managed a fresh set 
of  downs 24 times. Senior 

linebacker Jake Coon led 
the pack for Wash. U. with 
nine total tackles, while 
sophomore defensive back 
Andrew Whittaker, junior 
linebacker Jarrod Huther 
and sophomore defensive 
lineman Peter Pigatti con-
tributed six tackles apiece.

In all, the Bears totaled 

63 tackles—somehow, fewer 
than in any game a year ago. 
Yet they allowed only 233 
total yards—also fewer than 
in all but one game last sea-
son. That means the Bears 
were clamping down early 
in possessions and getting 
off  the field.

And that’s partly the 

continuation of  an encour-
aging trend to end last 
season. In each of  the 
final four games, Wash. U. 
recorded at least seven tack-
les for loss, after just one 
such game in the first five. It 
did so again Saturday, with 
eight tackles for loss that set 
Chicago back 30 yards.

“Our number one goal 
every week is to stop the 
run,” Kindbom said. “When 
we play well, we’re going to 
be putting teams in those 
situations where they are 
going to throw the football, 
but we’re going to keep our 
emphasis still on stopping 
the run. If  you make a team 
one-dimensional, it just 
makes it a lot easier to cre-
ate a strategy on defense and 
really play to win.”

On the offensive side of  
the ball, the Bears kept the 
pressure on to obtain and 
keep the lead the entire sec-
ond half  of  the game. Junior 
running back John Fisher 
was the star of  the show, 
with a hat trick of  touch-
downs to open, maintain 
and finalize the lead. Fisher 
accounted for 68 percent of  
Wash. U.’s rushing yards 
with 119—not to mention 
60 through the air, both 
leading all Bears. Fisher, 
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SPORTS
Football flexes muscle in opening win against Chicago 
MIGUEL CAMPOS
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Johnny Davidson throws the ball under pressure from the Chicago defense. Davidson threw 
for 184 yards and two touchdowns as the Bears secured a 24-17 win over their longtime rivals
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SEE FOOTBALL, PAGE 10

For the eighth year in 
a row, the Washington 
University women’s soccer 
team kicked off  the season 
2-0. This weekend, the Bears 
picked up a pair of  road 
shutout wins over No. 22 
Loras College and Augsburg 
University, 3-0 and 2-0, 
respectively.

The Bears opened play on 
a hot Friday in Dubuque, 
Iowa afternoon against 
Loras—head coach Jim 
Conlon’s alma mater. 
Conlon, while reflective with 
regards to his time at Loras, 
still saw the team’s time in 
Iowa as a business trip.

“It’s always great to come 
back,” Conlon said. “Loras 
will always be a special place 
to me because it’s where I 
went to college, but we came 
up here to get a win.”

Throughout the match, 
Wash. U. dominated posses-
sion of  the ball; however, the 
breakthrough did not come 
until the 68th minute, when 
two midfielders teamed up 
to put the Red and Green 
on top. Freshman Erin 
Flynn played a beautiful ball 
into the box, where senior 
Darcy Cunningham kept 

her composure and slotted it 
away to put the Bears up 1-0.

With Loras threatening 
on the counter attack, the 
Bears pushed for a second 
goal to put the game to bed. 
Throughout the rest of  the 
half, Wash. U. continued 
to put pressure on the tir-
ing Loras defense, firing 
off  shots that would force 
multiple saves from Loras 
goalkeeper Kaylee Coble.

The tiring Loras defense 
is exactly what the Bears 
were hoping for. Conlon 
stated that the team’s game 
plan heading into the match 
was to “possess the ball and 
make the other team chase,” 
in an attempt to wear out 
their opponents.

“Once they got tired, we 
were able to find little cracks 
[in the Loras defense],” 
Conlon said. “When your 
opponents have to chase the 
ball, they get tired…So, we 
were able to put those goals 
away in the second half.”

The Bears came ago-
nizingly close to a second 
goal in the 79th minute, 
as another freshman mid-
fielder, Ariana Miles, fired 
a shot off  of  the crossbar, 
but the Loras defense con-
tinued to hold on. Then, in 
the 83rd minute, Wash. U. 

finally found its second goal, 
as senior midfielder Caroline 
Dempsey scored off  of  a 
beautiful cross from Miles.

After finally getting that 
second goal, the flood 
gates opened, as the Bears 
grabbed a third just min-
utes later. A third freshman 
midfielder, Jess Shapiro, 
scored off  of  a rebound from 
sophomore forward Kristen 
Reikersdorfer, making the 
score 3-0.

While the offense was 
not able to put one away 
until the 68th minute, Wash. 
U. kept the pressure on 
throughout the whole game, 
outshooting Loras 17-1. The 
Bears also put on a defensive 
clinic, not allowing a single 
shot on goal, with sopho-
more goalkeeper Emma 
Greenfield picking up her 
first shutout of  the season. 
According to Conlon, the 
organization of  their defen-
sive line helped them win 
the day. With Loras opt-
ing for a very direct style 
of  play, Conlon explained 
that the defensive line did 
an “amazing job” at two 
things: “winning the first 
header,” which kept the ball 
away from the Loras strikers, 
and “dropping the ball back 
to their goalkeeper,” which 

relieved pressure.
After a day of  rest, Wash. 

U. closed out their Labor 
Day weekend Sunday at 
Augsburg in Minneapolis, 
Min. Determined to finish 
the weekend two for two, the 
Red and Green offense con-
tinued to put the pressure on 
early, outshooting Augsburg 
12-2 in the first half.

However, just like against 
Loras, the Bears did not 
find the breakthrough until 
the second half. In the 53rd 

minute, freshman forward 
Marissa Kalkar fired a shot 
off  the post, and junior 
forward Taylor Cohen intui-
tively followed in and scored 
off  of  the rebound.

At this point, the Bears 
found themselves in a very 
similar situation as that of  
their previous game: They 
knew they would need 
a second goal to put the 
game away. Throughout the 
rest of  the second half, the 
Bears continued to make the 

Augsburg defense fight to 
keep the game within reach, 
outshooting Augsburg 14-2 
for the second half, and 26-4 
for the match. Then in the 
82nd minute, Kalkar put 
away a much-needed second 
goal, with the match ending 
2-0.

After the successful open-
ing weekend, the Bears 
will prepare for their home 
opener against Claremont-
Mudd-Scripps Colleges on 
Friday at 7:30 p.m.

Women’s soccer gets off to strong start, shuts out No. 22 Loras, Augsburg
HEMAN DUPLECHAN
STAFF REPORTER

Two games: each decided 
in the fifth set; each a close, 
but painful loss for the 
Washington University vol-
leyball team. 

The team played their 
first games of  the season 
on the road at Transylvania 
University this past 
weekend.

They opened up the trip 
with a dominant show-
ing against the host team, 
Transylvania. The Bears 
jumped out to a quick 5-1 
lead due to some stellar 
play at the net from seniors 
Julianne Malek and Ifeoma 
Ufondu and junior Hannah 
Turner. The lead ballooned 
to six points after a pair of  
errors from Transylvania, 
but the Pioneers erased the 
gap quickly to take a 23-22 
lead. Transylvania would 
wind up winning the set, 
26-24. The second set began 
as the first ended: closely 
contested. The Bears and the 

Pioneers were neck and neck 
through the first 19 points of  
the set, with Transylvania 
having a brief  edge. Two 
kills from sophomore Tricia 
Brown and an ace by junior 
Zoe Baxter gave Wash. U. 
a small edge, which they’d 
hold onto for the rest of  
the set, winning 25-20. The 
next two sets were taken 
by the Bears in impressive 
fashion. Down the stretch, 
Wash U pulled away in the 
third set, leading 18-9 at one 
point and winning the whole 
set 25-15. In the fourth set, 
Transylvania was up 5-2 
before a nine-point run by 
the Bears put them ahead 
11-5. The Pioneers pulled 
closer a few times in the set, 
but Wash. U held strong to 
take the set, 25-18.

The next day, the Bears 
played a double header 
against No. 25 Berry 
University and Hope 
University. Wash. U. began 
the first match against Berry 
hot, taking a 14-5 lead. 
Berry managed to tie the 

set at 23, but kills by Malek 
and Turner ended the come-
back and the set, 25-23. The 
second set was a lopsided 
affair in Wash. U.’s favor. 
After the Bears jumped out 
to a 4-0 lead, Berry wasn’t 
able to come any closer than 
a 2-point gap. The Bears 
would take the set, 25-17. 
The Vikings started to heat 
up in the third set. They held 
the lead for most of  the set. 
Brown tied it at 16-16 and 
once more, but Berry took 
four of  the last five points 
to claim the set, 20-25. 
Berry began the fourth set 
energized and took a com-
manding 9-0 lead. The Bears 
came within two points 
after an 8-0 run, but they 
couldn’t finish the rally and 
fell, 21-25. The deciding set 
was a dead heat, with Wash. 
U. constantly evening up 
the score after Berry pulled 
ahead. Through 22 points, 
the score was 11-11. Berry 
was able to narrowly edge 
Wash. U., 12-15, and the 
claim the match, 2-3.

Against Hope, the Bears 
had a pair of  impressive sets 
to take a 2-1 lead. In the first 
set, Ufondu had four kills as 
the Bears coasted to an easy 
25-15 victory. The second set 
was much closer down the 
stretch. Junior Leila King 
recorded a solo block to give 
the Bears a 25-24 lead. Hope 
was able to claim five of  the 
next seven points, winning 
the equalizing set, 27-29. Set 
three was close through 25 
points, with the Bears main-
taining a 13-12 lead. They 
closed the set with a 9-3 
run and took it, 25-19. The 
Bears and the Flying Dutch 
traded runs in the fourth set. 
After a 5-point run, the Red 
and Green were within two 
points of  the lead, 21-23. 
Hope was able to take five of  
the last six for the win. The 
Flying Dutch were electric 
in the last set. Their eight-
point run all but sealed the 
match, 5-12. The Bears had 
a few more kills, but Hope 
claimed the set and match, 
7-15 and 2-3, respectively. 

The Bears took on No. 
10 Illinois-Wesleyan on 
Wednesday, taking home a 
dramatic five set victory.

The Red and Green will 
open their home sched-
ule on Friday against 
Nebraska-Wesleyan.

After an opening win, volleyball slows down,  falls to No. 22 Berry, Hope
DORIAN DEBOSE
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Midfielder Darcy Cunningham controls the ball during a game last season. Cunningham scored 
Wash. U.’s first goal of the 2018 season Friday as the Bears defeated Loras 3-0 Friday night.
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Leila King goes for a kill during a match last year. The Bears 
opened the season by going 1-2 at Transylvania University. 
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Logan Bash evades a University of Chicago defender in Wash. U.’s opening game of the sea-
son. The Bears outscored the Maroons 24-17 to win their first game in their new conference.

FOOTBALL  from page 9 
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John Fisher escapes from the Chicago defense during the Bears’ opening night win over the 
Maroons. Fisher finished the game with 179 yards of total offense and three touchdowns.
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who had four career touch-
downs entering the day, 
nearly doubled his scoring 
output.

After a pair of  punts and 
a missed field goal that 
defined a mostly lackluster 
first quarter, Fisher ignited 
the crowd with an astonish-
ing 60-yard rush to get the 
Bears on the scoreboard. 
Despite the dominance 
shown by Fisher, his next 

two touchdowns wouldn’t 
have been possible without 
the keen playmaking dic-
tated by junior quarterback 
Johnny Davidson, whose 
196 touchdowns on 21-of-
36 passing was enough to 
guide the Red and Green. 
Kindbom said that it took 
both elements to implement 
a successful plan of  attack.

“We don’t revolve our 
offense around anybody, 

but we certainly do revolve 
a lot of  things we do based 
on what we’re going to see,” 
Kindbom said. “[Chicago] 
decided to make sure that 
they had our passing game 
covered; so, they had guys 
pretty much spread on the 
field. And we knew that, a 
lot of  times, we had to run 
the football. When we were 
getting the ball in Fish’s 
hand, he was doing a great 

job of  making one guy miss 
so many different times 
or outrunning somebody 
because of  the leverage, but 
our lineman had a lot to do 
with those things when he 
was running the football.” 

Although Wash. U. is 
more than content with the 
victory to start off  a new sea-
son in a new division, there 
is always room to improve. 
According to Kindbom, 

the team still has plenty of  
things to work on before it’s 
time to take on No. 7 North 
Central College.

“Our special teams strug-
gled a little bit,” Kindbom 
said. “That’s something we 
put a great emphasis on. We 
need to do better. We need 
better from our protection 
unit; we need to do better on 
our coverage units; and our 
specials need to do a better 

job handling the ball. That’s 
going to be a big emphasis 
for us the next couple of  
weeks.” 

In addition to taking 
home the Founders Cup, 
Wash. U. now boasts a 21-9 
record in season openers 
under Kindbom’s coaching. 
After an early bye week, the 
Bears look to double down 
on their perfect record Sept. 
15 at North Central.
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