
The student accused of  physi-
cally assaulting the author of  
an anonymous op-ed published 
in Student Life April 16 is only 
allowed to be on the Washington 
University Danforth Campus 
to attend class and take exams, 
“pending completion of  formal 
adjudication.” 

The op-ed contains allegations 
that the student in question physi-
cally assaulted the writer on two 
separate occasions. According 
to the author, this student also 
sexually assaulted other female 
students on campus. 

According to Vice Chancellor 
for Public Affairs Jill Friedman, 
the decision to limit the student’s 
access to campus to academic 
obligations was motivated by 
information acquired during the 
investigation and through formal 
allegation reports. 

“At all other times, the stu-
dent must remain off  campus,” 
Friedman wrote in a statement 
to Student Life. “We are closely 
monitoring the situation and are 
confident that our students are 
safe.”

Because this is an ongoing 
investigation, no further details 
could be released about the sta-
tus of  its process or the details of  
the students involved to “protect 
the integrity of  the investigative 
process.” 

“It takes great courage to come 
forward. We continue to work 
directly with these students and 
others who they know and trust 
to understand and meet their 
needs,” Friedman wrote. “We are 
proud of  the support among our 
student body that has helped to 
empower their fellow students to 
act.”

This is an ongoing story. 
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Danforth Center sponsors event recognizing 50th anniversary of MLK’s death
EMMA BAKER
NEWS EDITOR

Professor Jonathan Walton speaks at Dr. Martin Luther King’s 50th Death 
Anniversary recognition event Tuesday evening in Graham Chapel.

JENNIFER RA | STUDENT LIFE

The John C. Danforth Center on 
Religion and Politics hosted a lec-
ture and conversation Tuesday on 
the concept of human dignity as it 
relates to religious commitments in 
the context of modern democracy 
in recognition of the anniversary of  
Martin Luther King Jr.’s death. 

Dr. Jonathan Walton, a profes-
sor of Christian morals at Harvard 
University, opened the event with a 
lecture on King’s legacy in modern 
activism movements in addition 
to discussing how King’s religious 
beliefs influenced his practice of non-
violent protests and finding dignity in 
all humans. 

“King’s Christian commit-
ment and his professional vocation 
animated his public witness. It’s 
interesting that, though this was 
arguably the most central feature of  
King’s life, his religious identify is 
so often diminished,” Walton said. 
“It seems that both religious and 
non-religious seem willing to sac-
rifice Martin Luther King Jr.’s faith 

on the altars of their own epistemic 
certainty.” 

Walton also discussed the differ-
ences between power and authority 
within these movements by opening 
and closing his lecture on the image 
of Ieshia Evans, who was photo-
graphed facing two Louisiana state 
troop officers in a protest in July 
2016. 

“Pictures like Ieshia Evans should 
both inspire us to act and remind us 
of our own moral callous,” Walton 
said. “Once we affirm the inherent 
dignity and moral postural, then and 
only then, for Martin Luther King 
Jr., are we prepared to engage in non-
violent protests and demonstrations.” 

Following Walton’s lecture, he 
and Dr. Lerone Martin, an associ-
ate professor of religion and politics 
at Washington University, had a 
conversation to expand on subjects 
Walton previously addressed. 

The pair discussed the emergence 
of conservative fundamentalism, 
how King functions as a symbol in 
modern political activism move-
ments and the challenges of  
implementing King’s message in 

modern political movements. 
“You mention how King has 

become an empty signifier. We’ve 
seen the way that King has become 
such a symbol and an icon,” Martin 
said. “Why is Martin King such a 
powerful symbol?”

“[It was in 1965] when King made 
a definitive decision to move beyond 
talking about civil rights about 
African Americans to human rights 
on a global scale,” Walton said. 
“When he moved beyond talking 
about desegregating lunch counters 
to talking about just distribution of  
economics and exploitative capi-
talism, because it’s not enough for 
someone to sit at a lunch counter if  
they can’t afford a meal when they 
get there.”

Senior Mimi Borders enjoyed how 
Walton’s lecture discussed the simpli-
fication of King’s life and his belief  
systems.  

“It was really interesting to hear 
how not only facets of MLK are 
erased, but also how that is emblem-
atic of a deeper movement to 
depoliticize black bodies in order to 
make them palatable,” Borders said.

Respondent found responsible
Respondent found not responsible

Report withdrawn
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MON
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Op-ed 
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Student Life, 
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formed

WED

18

 Committees 
meet, host 
Town Hall 

meeting to 
organize rally

Students move to demand WU Title IX changes
ELENA QUINONES
SENIOR EDITOR

GRAPHIC BY JOSH ZUCKER AND BRANDON WILBURN

Washington University stu-
dents will host a rally to express 
discontent with current Title IX 
reporting processes and University 
responses to sexual assault and 
harassment on campus. The rally 
will take place April 26 at 4 p.m.

An op-ed published in Student 
Life April 16 detailing a student’s 
experience reporting an instance 
of  interpersonal physical vio-
lence to various campus offices 
generated the most recent efforts 
to organize around the Title IX 
process, in addition to previous 
op-eds and articles published in 
2017. 

Why are students 

organizing?

Students are organizing due to 
dissatisfaction with Washington 
University’s response to sexual 
assault and harassment—specifi-
cally with Title IX processes—and 
plan to articulate specific requests 
from the University, according 
to those working to organize the 
rally.

“So the problem is this is sup-
posed to be a resource you can 
go to if  you don’t want to press 
charges, because pressing charges 
legally can be a really invasive pro-
cess for survivors. A lot of  people 
don’t want to do that, but they still 
want to see some sort of  change. 
Title IX should be that place, but 
it hasn’t been,” freshman Anna 
Wilson said. 

Other aspects of  the rally will 
place an emphasis on continu-
ing efforts to improve survivor 
support.

“I would just like to say that I’m 
really excited to see people gath-
ering to support survivors and fix 
the systems that are allowing vio-
lence on this campus to continue,” 
junior and Women’s Panhellenic 
Association president Genevieve 
Leach said. “I’m hoping to see 
some concrete changes that will 
help survivors feel supported, 
and also see systems—formal and 
informal, social and administra-
tive—held more accountable.”

For some students, this repre-
sents a continuation of  months of  

personal dedication to reforming 
Title IX on this campus.

“This is important, this has 
needed to happen for a long time. 
I’ve heard criticism of  people say-
ing that ‘it’s not going to make 
real change, policy is not going 
to happen.’ Yeah, it will. This is 
a singular event of  a long move-
ment,” sophomore Bex Smith 
said. 

How is the 

University 

responding to this 

demonstration?

According to Title IX Director 
Jessica Kennedy, the basis for the 
current Title IX process was ini-
tially formed in 2012 through a 
University-led task force, which 
decided to place an emphasis 
on maintaining thoroughness in 
investigations.

“I think in a lot of  ways our 
process is ideal, except for the 
length of  time that it takes,” 
Kennedy said. “And allowing for 
a robust review process, I think 
that is a great process. But what 
we know is that it takes entirely 
too long, and we’re working to 
address that.” 

Recognizing the complexity of  
the process, Vice Chancellor of  
Student Affairs Lori White wants 
more transparency of  the report-
ing process. 

“We need to do a better job 
of  explaining to our commu-
nity what this process entails,” 
White said. “The challenge is of  
course most of  us wouldn’t pay 
attention to any of  this until we 
actually had to be involved in 
the process in some way. And 
then it becomes overwhelming, 
intimidating and scary.” 

Relationship and Sexual 
Violence Prevention Center 
Director Kim Webb described 
an additional focus on evaluat-
ing and expanding programming 
surrounding sexual violence and 
harassment prevention for all stu-
dents. Additionally, she hopes 
to educate students on the scope 
of  assault and harassment on 
campus.

“I want to be there to support 
students as they think about what 
this means to them and how they 
want to participate and how they 
want to show up—or if  they don’t 
want to participate and they don’t 
want to show up—and how can I 
be that support system, and how 
can I be behind the scenes,” Webb 
said.

The University has previously 
published its current efforts and 
future plans to address sexual 
violence on campus on its Title 
IX website. Some of  the areas 
they identify for improvement 
include to “better clarify the Title 
IX process so it is more easily 
understood, enhance support for 
complainants and respondents in 
Title IX cases, expand training for 
upperclass students, faculty and 

staff,” and to “ensure all students 
are provided with appropriate, 
supportive and timely accomoda-
tions when requested.”

Webb emphasizes that the 
University will be receptive to 
students’ suggestions from the 
rally.

“So next week, when the rally 
happens and students, I’m sure, 
will have a list of  suggestions, 
we certainly are open to hearing 
them,” Webb said. “This has to 
be a process that works well for 
students. It’s not about us, it has 
to work for students.”

White also hopes to work 
with students to address their 
concerns. 

“If  students have ideas we 
would love to be able to partner 
with them, hear them and figure 
out ways in which we can develop 
programs and support networks 
that really work for students,” 
White said.

Additional reporting by Aidan 
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theFLIPSIDE
EVENT CALENDAR

THURS 19
PARTLY CLOUDY
55/35

FRI 20
SUNNY
60/39

SAT 21
CLOUDY
61/46

SUN 22
CLOUDY
60/47

POLICE BEAT
APRIL 15 
Larceny—Olin
Unsecured, unattended headphones stolen from study room. Loss $350. 
Disposition: Pending.

THURSDAY 19

Vineyard Vines Painting with a Purpose
The Boulevard, Richmond Heights, 7:00 p.m.
This is a Painting With A Purpose event for Camp Kesem. Kesem is a nationwide com-
munity, driven by passionate college student leaders, that supports children through and 
beyond their parent’s cancer. Kesem is the largest national organization dedicated to this 
unique population—supporting children with innovative, fun-filled programs that foster a 
lasting community. 

“The Color of Policing Symposium (COPS): Youth, Education and Activism”
Various locations, 10:00 a.m., 
April 19 and 20: St. Louis leaders, scholars to discuss impact of schools, courts, police on 
urban youth. Free and open to the public. Program, speakers and locations online. Part 
of the Lowenthal Symposium Series, the program is sponsored by the Office of the Vice 
Provost, the Dept. of Education, and the Dept. of Sociology. Contact: Candace Hall at 
314-935-5790. Danforth Campus.

Seminar: “On Uncertainty: Fake News, Post-Truth and the Question of Judgment in 
Syria”
Wilson Hall, Room 214, 4:00 p.m.
Professor Lisa Wedeen of the University of Chicago. Sponsored by the Center for the 
Humanities and the Mellon Sawyer Seminar Series “Wastelands.” 

FRIDAY 20

Workshop in Politics, Ethics, and Society – “After the University: The Academy and 
the Future of Knowledge”
Seigle Hall, Room 248, 12:00 p.m.
Professor Chad Wellmon of the University of Virginia. Discussant: Professor Chad Flan-
ders of St. Louis University. Sponsored by the Department of Political Science. 

Relationship and Sexual Violence-Assessment Initiative – “Learning What Works: 
Building an Evaluation Approach for Relationship & Sexual Violence Prevention 
Programs”
Hillman Hall, Clark Fox Forum, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Nancy Mueller, keynote speaker, and Peter Hovmand, Brown School. Sponsored by the 
Institute for Public Health RSV-AI. Free and open to the public; registration is requested.

Center for Health Economics and Policy Friday Nighters
Danforth University Center, Goldberg Formal Lounge, 4:30 p.m.
Wash. U. students, faculty and staff  are invited to join Tim McBride, CHEP, for a discus-
sion on timely health policy topics with other faculty, students, staff  and elected officials. 
Sponsored by the Center for Health Economics and Policy at the Institute for Public 
Health. 

SATURDAY 21

African Students Assn. Gala: “A Touch of Gold”
Hillman Hall, Clark-Fox Forum, 7:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.
Ticketed event. Open to all who are interested in enjoying a fun-filled night of African 
culture. Tickets: $10. On sale this week at the DUC and BD. Meal provided. RSVP 
online.

Italian Film Festival 2018
Brown Hall, Room 100, 7:30 p.m.
Co-sponsors include Department of Romance Languages and Literatures and Film and 
Media Studies Program. 

SUNDAY 22

Saint Louis Climate Summit
Various Locations, 2:00 p.m.
Held April 22 from 2 - 9 p.m., April 23 from 7:30 a.m. - 9 p.m. and April 24 from 7:30 
a.m. - 4 p.m. Brings together some of the most authoritative minds in climate science, 
ecology, sustainable development and related disciplines for three days of discussion. 
Registration, cost, tickets online. See website for speakers, sponsors and locations.

Washington University’s 
Young Americans for 
Liberty hosted the panel 
“Higher Quality Care: A 
Medical Marijuana Panel” 
to discuss the legaliza-
tion of  medical marijuana 
in the state of  Missouri 
Tuesday.

Young Americans for 
Liberty hosted three panel-
ists in collaboration with 
Washington University’s 
College Democrats and 
New Approach Missouri, 
a campaign to legal-
ize medical marijuana 
in Missouri. The three 
panelists included: John 
Payne, campaign man-
ager for New Approach 
Missouri; Lonnie Kessler, 
a patient and medical 
cannabis advocate; Dr. 
Elan Simckes, a fertility 
physician and member of  
New Approach Missouri’s 
advisory board. 

Andrew Eichen, senior 
and president of  Young 
Americans for Liberty, 
thought it was important to 
host the panel to educate 
students about the benefits 
of  medicinal cannabis. 

Each panelist brought 
a different perspective 
to the discussion of  the 
legalization of  medical 
marijuana in Missouri. 
Payne began the discus-
sion with a description of  
New Approach Missouri’s 
initiative.

“It is not a full legaliza-
tion measure, but it is a 
very broad medical can-
nabis measure. We’re really 
trying to put the power in 
the hands of  doctors to 
make the determination 
who among their patients 
needs medical cannabis,” 
Payne said. “We don’t try 
to restrict it to just a few 
qualifying conditions. We 
say any condition that 
a doctor believes can be 
helped by medical can-
nabis, they [should be able 
to] make a recommenda-
tion for their patients to go 
out and legally obtain that 
cannabis. It’s also a very 
patient-friendly measure.” 

Kessler continued the 
conversation by sharing 
his own personal story. In 

2007, he was diagnosed 
with a softball-sized brain 
tumor. Eleven years and 
two surgeries later, Kessler 
has been left with a host 
of  health issues includ-
ing epilepsy, which has 
stopped responding to his 
medication. 

“I still have to take [my 
medication] regardless 
of  what they’re doing to 
my body because medical 
marijuana is not an option 
for patients like me in 
Missouri. So, one of  my 
medications is 2.5 times 
the legal toxicity limit 
and there’s nothing I can 
do,” Kessler said. “Quite 
frankly, this is my chance. 
I need this. I can’t afford 
to move out of  state, I 
can’t afford to up and leave 
my support system, my 
doctors. I’ve tried working 
with the legislators and 
they aren’t listening.” 

Eichen and freshman 
Arik Wolk found the inclu-
sion of  Kessler’s testimony 
a powerful part of  the 
discussion.  

“Seeing him struggle and 
not being able to acquire 
the medicine he needs to 
live his day-to-day life I 
think really helps show 
the people how important 
this issue is and how this is 
something we need to have 
now across the country,” 
Eichen said. “It’s sad that 
we still have a big 21 states 
who don’t have medical 
marijuana. People that 
live in these states, tens 
and thousands of  people 
live like Lonnie, and they 
don’t have access to the 
medicine they need to live 
their day-to-day lives, and I 
don’t think the government 
should be there stopping 
them.” 

“I thought the personal 
story from a potential med-
ical marijuana patient was 
particularly compelling 
and persuasive and could 
be used to persuade other 
people who are residents 
of  Missouri to support this 
issue,” Wolk said. 

Before opening the 
floor to questions from 
the audience, Dr. Simckes 
shared a bit about the his-
tory of  medical marijuana 
and why he personally 
got involved with New 

Approach Missouri and 
the movement to legal-
ize medical marijuana in 
Missouri. 

“States that have medical 
marijuana laws have 25-26 
percent decreased risk for 
incidents of  death from 
opioid overdoses. Someone 
dies every five minutes 
from heroin. Everybody 
probably knows somebody 
who knows somebody who 
had a heroin overdose, and 
that’s what brought me 
into this,” Simckes said. 
“I’ve lost three patients 
that I know to heroin this 
year. So, that’s what got me 
involved.”

Junior Nick DesMarais 
and freshman Clarinda Tan 
found the different perspec-
tives shared during the 
panel very informative. 

“I thought the statistic 
[Dr. Simckes] gave about 
opioid use dropping by 
25 percent [in states with 
legalized medical mari-
juana] was super relevant,” 
Desmarais said. “I think 
everybody can agree it 
was a good thing; so, it 
would definitely be shown 
through evidence [that 
legalizing medicinal canna-
bis] would have a positive 
effect on society.” 

“I thought the panel 
was really interesting, and 
I liked how they brought 
in someone who had 
experience with medi-
cal marijuana and noted 
its benefits on a personal 
level,” Tan said. “I thought 
it was also interesting 
how they had the different 
perspectives of  both the 
campaign managers and 
from the medical perspec-
tive as well.” 

New Approach Missouri 
is still collecting signa-
tures to certify that their 
initiative will be on the 
ballot next November. Tan 
believes students should 
know how important the 
petitioning process is. 

“I think [students] 
should know that when 
people are out petitioning 
for certain legislation to go 
through that their signature 
counts; their voice matters 
and having the opportu-
nity to voice your opinion 
on certain issues is really 
important,” Tan said. 

An open house event 
allowed Washington 
University students, faculty 
and St. Louis residents to 
tour the recently opened 
Newman Tower of  
Collections and Exploration 
and the Thomas Gallery 
last Thursday. 

Olin Library, which 
was under construction 
for over a year and a half, 
will reach the conclusion 
of  its major renovations 
when it acquires a rare 
copy of  the Declaration of  
Independence May 1. 

The gallery features 
an exhibit of  dedications 
to influential students 
and alumni, including 
Tennessee Williams, Mary 
Strauss and A.E. Hotchner, 
with biographies and 
related memorabilia. 

“Every detail was care-
fully planned. Every piece 
of  art, furniture and decor 
was chosen by a team of  
designers and library staff  
to create a vibrant and 
inviting space for students,” 
Newman Exploration 
Center guide Jen Killion 
said.

According to Killion, the 
display of  the Declaration 
of  Independence is 
expected to be a major 

event for the Washington 
University and St. Louis 
communities.

“This [decision to 
renovate] has been a few 
years in the works. A lot 
of  it stemmed from the 
gift of  the Declaration of  
Independence from the 
Newman family and their 
desire to also have it accessi-
ble to everyone,” Associate 
University Librarian for 
Special Collections Nadia 
Ghasedi said.

Renovations to the library 
were funded by donor 
contributions and give the 
University an opportunity 
to display materials from 
cultural institutions like the 
Missouri History Museum.

In addition to the Special 
Collections, new integrated 
classrooms were built for 

students to study with peers 
to engage in active forms of  
learning.

“In terms of  Olin Library 
Transformation, we are 
creating a more holistic, 
student-centered program 
where we are engaging with 
students in the classroom…
to talk about finding, 
evaluating and using 
information,” Information 
Literacy Coordinator 
Amanda Albert said.

The placement of  the 
rare document and addi-
tion of  new classrooms is 
predicted to bring people 
from the larger community 
to Washington University. 

“We really hope that 
the community does take 
advantage of  these wonder-
ful resources and engages 
with them,” Ghasedi said.

Newman Exploration Center and 
Thomas Gallery open in Olin Library
JESSICA BIGLEY
STAFF REPORTER

The display in the recently completed Olin Library renovation 
which will contain an original copy of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. The document will be on display starting May 1.
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Panelists speak on the legalization 
of medical marijuana in Missouri
KATHLEEN WHITE
NEWS EDITOR



When Kelsey Wilson of  
Wild Child walked onstage 
barefoot holding her violin 
I thought to myself, “this 
makes sense.” Wild Child 
has this playful energy in 
its music—even the slower, 
sadder songs—that makes 
the listener want to move 
along to it. The electricity 
within the seven-piece band 
permeated the Duck Room 
and the audience was swept 
up in it.

But before Wild Child 
came out the audience 
was treated to the musical 
stylings of  Stelth Ulvang. 
Ulvang, a multi-instrumen-
talist who played piano on 
tour for the Lumineers, 
opened the show with a 

set varying from slow and 
somber to lively and upbeat. 
Supported by his Fetching 
Band, Stelth himself  
bounced between the guitar 
and keyboard. 

Ulvang’s music covers all 
aspects of  folk, he demon-
strated incredible range and 
variety. His music kept the 
audience engaged and his 
set seemed to fly by. And 
after a short break, Wild 
Child came on. 

Wild Child, a small 
orchestra as much as a band, 
is driven by its strings. Sadie 
Wolfe’s cello work added a 
set of  pulling sounds to the 
background of  the band’s 
songs, Alexander Beggins’ 
use of  the ukulele created 
light beats and Wilson’s vio-
lin added a beautiful melody 
on top of  what already was 

there. That being said, the 
horns of  Wild Child are just 
as impressive as their strings. 
The piercing trombone and 
trumpet of  Tom Myers and 
Matt Bradshaw added beau-
tiful accents to the sound 
of  the band. And through-
out all of  these flourishes 
and melodies the base of  
Wild Child’s music, Tom 
Myers on drums and Tyler 
Osmond on bass, created a 
strong platform for all of  the 
elements.

Suffice it to say that Wild 
Child has incredible sonic 
depth and rapport. The 
group performed many of  
the songs off  their recent 
album, “Expectations,” as 
well as some of  their older 
hits and closed with my 
personal favorite, “Crazy 
Bird.” “Expectations” is 

Wild Child’s most ambitious 
album to date, and shows a 
wild range, from fast, loud 
songs like “Expectations” 
to slow, somber songs like 
“Sinking Ship” the album 
covers all sorts of  sounds. 
This range transferred well 
to their live set. 

At one point Beggins and 
Wilson dismissed the rest 
of  the band and the core 
of  Wild Child performed a 
handful of  songs together. 
Both with and without the 
full group the show was 
intimate. The members of  
Wild Child were constantly 
exchanging looks and smiles 
with each other and with the 
audience. And the audience 
kept swaying and dancing 
to Wild Child’s music as the 
whole venue was filled with 
sound. 

Since the release of  
“Expectations” Wild Child 
has seen a large growth in 
notoriety. Ulvang, who was 
with the Lumineers the last 

time he played Blueberry 
Hill, said that we should 
look out for Wild Child 
coming back to St. Louis 
and playing at Chaifetz. 
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CADENZA
Wild Child brings folk on a string to Blueberry Hill
JOSH ZUCKER
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

Language is meaningless. 
Miscommunication domi-
nates discourse.

Eugene Inesco—
prompted by his frustration 
learning the English lan-
guage—wrote “The Bald 
Soprano,” a piece of  
absurdist theatre character-
ized by its use of  ineffective 
communication and riddled 
with non-sequiters. 

Thyrsus, Washington 
University’s theatre group 
that specializes in experi-
mental and non-traditional 
theatre, is taking on this 
absurdist piece for its spring 
show. The cast and crew 
have embraced absurdism 
and experimentalism on 
every layer in the produc-
tion of  the show.  

The piece is framed as 
a dinner party where any 
sense of  communication 

often goes awry.
“There are all these 

characters who are trying 
to communicate with one 
another and they’re just 
totally going over each 
other’s heads,” senior and 
Dramaturge Liam Gibbs 
said. “So there’s a whole 
scene with a couple who 
don’t realize that they’re 
husband and wife for pages 
and pages and pages.”

Since the textual commu-
nication is nonsensical, the 
real meaning comes from 
subtext. For sophomore and 
Director Madison Lee, this 
meant working with actors 
to unveil underlying mean-
ing subtextually throughout 
the show.

“We really dived down 
into what character is in 
using certain things they 
say—even though the words 
may not necessarily really 
make full sense—and then 
use that to really have an 

underlying emotion and 
subtext within each of  the 
characters,” Lee said.

“The show is very hon-
est, in that it makes people 
think about what small talk 
is and what we do from day 
to day and how ridiculous 
our daily existences are,” 
senior and actress Lily Grier 
said.

For the cast and crew, 
the absurdism of  the piece 
and the freedom that comes 
along with it is the best 
part of  the show. Their set 
design reflects this senti-
ment most clearly.

When you walk into the 
Blackbox, you’re usually 
stepping into a theatre; 
Thyrsus turned it into a 
living room. There is no 
separation between stage 
and audience—it’s all just 
part of  the production. 
Audience members will sit 
on the carpeted ground dur-
ing the show.

“People will be sitting 
on the ground to be really 
part of  the scene and feel 
like they’re invited into the 
living room,” Lee said. “I 
want to make this space 
completely immersive and 

completely transform the 
Blackbox in a way that 
people haven’t seen and 
aren’t familiar with either.”

The set of  the show 
suspends realism in a way 
that can best be described 

as zany.
“We have pictures frames 

hanging diagonally and 
teacups from the ceiling and 
it’s just an absolutely fun 
theatrical environment to 
work with,” Gibbs said.

Immerse yourself in absurdist theatre with Thyrsus’ ‘The Bald Soprano’
ELENA QUINONES
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

COURTESY OF GRACE HASELHORST
The immersive set itself is one of the stars of the show in Thyrsus’ production of “The Bald 
Soprano.” The French surrealist play will be in the Village Blackbox Theatre this weekend. 
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B
y now, most of  
us has seen or 
heard about the 
anonymous op-ed, 

“Not a threat” published 
in Student Life April 16. It 
is unfortunately that this is 
not the first time in the last 
365 days that a member of  
our community has decided 
to publicize their traumatic 
experience because of the 
failure of numerous offices at 
Washington University. I can 
write all day about the various 
failures of offices and officials 
(one even inspired a character 
in this year’s fantastic Black 
Anthology), but instead I’m 
going to focus on a group 
that is the primary reason for 

this problem and the primary 
people who can fix it. With 
that, I offer you one thought 
that has only gotten louder as 
the stories grow: I am severely 
disappointed and embar-
rassed with the men at this 
University. 

I want to make clear that I 
am not blaming every single 
man on this campus, nor am 
I denying the experiences and 
authenticity of survivors of  
sexual assault that identify as 
men. Sexual assault does not 
discriminate who it effects 
and should be treated equally 
seriously, no matter the victim, 
perpetrator or location. But 
at universities, especially this 
one, the crimes are com-
mitted in large by the men 
who occupy that space, and 
those culpable should be held 
responsible regardless of how 

the University may mishandle 
these cases, whether it poten-
tially be through ineptitude, 
valuation of reputation over 
justice or whatever sexist, rac-
ist, homophobic, transphobic 
ideas they keep.

Now back to my main 
point: At this University, every 
student attends “The Date,” 
a sexual violence prevention 
program at the start of their 
college career. Along with 
various related events and 
activities held throughout 
the academic year, there is 
no shortage of information 
about what constitutes sexual 
violence. Plus, it is common 
f---ing sense to not commit 
such a horrible crime. And 
yet, it still happens. Is there 
something that is not get-
ting through to their brain? 
Does having the tiniest bit of  

freedom from parents erase 
any empathy and human 
decency? Or were they always 
monsters who now know they 
are in an environment where 
their crimes have little chance 
to actually result in punish-
ment? Whatever the reasoning 
may be, it’s a poor excuse 
that does nothing but display 
how little you care about the 
women you claim to love so 
much.

With anyone who pro-
claims themselves to be an 
ally, there is the knowledge 
that you are there to support 
those who have been ignored, 
usually by a group you 
belong to. One responsibility 
of allyship that many men 
here seem to have forgotten 
is to be vocal in your own 
communities to help change 
those who have yet to come 

around to becoming an ally. I 
think of myself as a staunch 
and unapologetic feminist 
and ally for women. No 
man in the world has done 
anything worth remember-
ing without the support of  
women. The silence from the 
male community regarding 
the continued war on women 
at this University is pathetic. 
Every man on this campus 
should be looking inward to 
better themselves in this area 
as well as organizing to elimi-
nate the toxic masculinity that 
permeates our campus. This 
deafening silence only further 
validates the notion that 
women at Wash. U. cannot 
count on their male counter-
parts to not be cowards and 
speak up for what is right. 
Men have no trouble speaking 
over women when it serves 

them; so, the fact that they 
have chosen now to finally 
shut up is telling. 

Sexual violence will never 
cease to exist. There will 
always be pieces of human 
garbage that occupy our 
space and do horrible acts. 
But the men at Wash. U. have 
the position to prevent them 
by speaking up in their own 
communities and having 
meaningful conversations 
with their friends about how 
they treat and view women. 
Besides the sparse male voices, 
the male population at Wash. 
U., including the administra-
tion, have shown nothing but 
extreme cowardice. Speaking 
out against sexual violence 
should be a part in every 
man’s life, because if not this 
epidemic will could devastate 
any woman in your life.

Wash. U. has a man problem 
MATTHEW WALLACE
STAFF WRITER

STAFF EDITORIAL

Fixing Title IX will require more than empathy from administration 

KATY HUTSON
SENIOR EDITOR

Have another great summer, Wash. U. 

T
he op-ed “Not a 
threat” came out 
in Student Life on 
April 16, and the 

story found inside has shaken 
this campus. It told the narra-
tive of a neglectful University, 
a jaw-clenching survivor’s 
story and a narrative of a 
repeat perpetrator being seem-
ingly protected by a university 
system that does. not. work. 
As of April 16, Wash. U. has 
another sensational story 
circulating through media 
outlets, alumni, students and 
faculty, accusing it of what I 
think of—on bad days—as 
criminal neglect. 

Before I go further with 
this article I’d like to state 
definitively who I am. 

I am Katy Hutson. I am 
a sophomore. I was sexually 

assaulted in December of  
my freshman year. I reported 
through Washington 
University’s Title IX Office. 
My case was grossly mis-
handled. I wrote two articles 
for Student Life about my 
experience, one as an op-ed 
in the middle of my ongoing 
case and one as a staff writer 
for Scene, post-decision. I 
received a large amount of  
support after publishing both 
articles, and many individu-
als were vocal on Facebook 
and other social media outlets 
demanding change. I spent 
a fair amount of time my 
sophomore year providing 
input to specific individuals 
involved in Title IX reform 
at Wash. U. and attending 
Title IX listening sessions on 
their “listening tour,” which 
was specifically made to hear 
student input on how to make 
the Title IX process better, 

because it was obvious that 
there were problems and that 
people cared enough to have 
suggestions. 

What I can’t help but laugh 
at when I see 600-plus people 
(including myself) massing 
to make a demonstration 
to “take back” Title IX in 
response to this new article, 
is that 600-plus people did 
not attend those listening 
sessions addressing the exact 
issue we’re asking for action 
and reform to be taken on. 
Actually, we saw next to 
no people at these sessions, 
because they were eventu-
ally canceled due to lack of  
attendance. 

Wash. U. students: I know 
many of you, and love a fair 
amount of you. I care for 
your feelings and your opin-
ions and I think it’s amazing 
that you have found the time 
to get enraged about a topic 

I’ve been enraged about for 
almost my entire college 
experience. But I ask you this: 
Where were you? Where 
were you almost a year ago? 
Where were you last semes-
ter? This semester? When you 
were given a clear and easy 
chance to voice your opinions 
on Title IX? Why did you not 
attend the listening sessions? 
Were you too busy, or did 
you think it was stupid? Did 
you think your voice wouldn’t 
matter? Because I will tell 
you this. You missed out on 
an opportunity to freely talk 
to Provost Holden Thorp, 
Vice Chancellor for Students 
Lori White, Director of the 
Rape and Sexual Violence 
Prevention Center Kim 
Webb and Title IX Director 
Jessica Kennedy, no censoring 
needed. You were allowed to 
be overwhelmed. You were 
allowed to cry. You were 

allowed to come dangerously 
close to yelling. You were 
allowed to ask every damn-
ing question you’ve been 
asking on social media. You 
were allowed to suggest real 
solutions. You were allowed 
to be a part of it. I was. So 
why weren’t you? Yeah, the 
sessions weren’t perfect, and 
some administrators’ answers 
weren’t perfect, but it was the 
same exact dialogue that we’ll 
be having at this demonstra-
tion that we could have had, 
in person, with the most 
important people involved 
in this reform process. If you 
care so much about change, 
why weren’t you there? 

I hope you all participate 
in this demonstration, if it 
can come to fruition. I hope 
you march and hold signs 
and make speeches and wear 
the same colored shirts and 
take pictures and Snapchat 

and talk to news crews and 
call your mom and tell her 
all about it. I hope you write 
an essay about it for a grad 
school application or use it as 
material in your next writing 
class, but I challenge you this: 
When the dust settles and 
next semester rolls around, 
I hope you still care. I hope 
without the pictures and the 
media and the pride of having 
people see you, that you can 
still find it in yourself to care. 

I wish you would consider 
caring for my sake, for “Not 
a threat’s” sake, for your 
friends’ sake, for the class of  
2022’s sake, for the sake of  
people who can’t publicize 
their experience, for the sake 
of individuals who are at 
risk for needing the Title IX 
investigation system to work 
well on this campus. 

Do it for humanity, not just 
the likes. 

T
wo months ago, 
Washington 
University’s 
Title IX Office  

announced its findings from 
the previous semester’s listen-
ing sessions. The reporting 
system was made simpler, 
faculty and staff were given 
additional training and 
the University began more 
aggressively advertising the 
resources on campus. 

Sure, op-eds published 
in Student Life last spring 
revealed massive flaws in the 
school’s Title IX procedure—
and the announcement 
of three federal Title IX 
investigations into the school 
over the summer added insult 
to injury—but the University 
was working on it. Things 
were supposed to be getting 
fixed. 

Then, Monday, another 
op-ed was published in 

Student Life, making it 
abundantly clear that things 
were not fixed. In it, the 
anonymous writer details 
how the University’s various 
mechanisms for prevent-
ing sexual violence—Title 
IX, Washington University 
Police Department, Student 
Health Services, the Office of  
Residential Life—allowed a 
serial offender to essentially 
slip through the cracks. 

The response on campus 
has been tremendous, and 
students have planned mass 
protest in support for signifi-
cant changes in the Title IX 
process at the school. And in 
response to these demands, 
we believe University 
administrators are have to 
make concrete and tangible 
alterations to address these 
structural failings.

One of the most arrest-
ing responses to the op-ed, 

however, came from an 
administrator. In her own 
submission, Vice Chancellor 
for Students Lori White 
for the first time publicly 
disclosed her own story as the 
survivor of a sexual assault. 
This was a tremendously cou-
rageous decision for White 
to make, both professionally 
and personally. It is difficult 
and intensely personal for any 
survivor to tell their story, and 
we admire White for doing 
so. 

We have never doubted 
White, or any administra-
tor for that matter, in their 
capacity as human beings. In 
fact, we think that the people 
who work for this school are 
good, empathetic people who 
believe that they are working 
in the best interests of the 
student body. 

What the stories of sexual 
assault on campus reveal is 

not that Wash. U. administra-
tors are bad people, but that 
the system in which they 
work is failing. Because as 
wonderful as it is to have 
the empathy of the admin-
istrators as people, what the 
student body really needs 
is empathy through their 
actions as administrators. 

The issue requires the peo-
ple in the highest positions 
of power at this University 
to use that power, act in their 
capacity as administrators 
and begin implementing seri-
ous structural changes to the 
Title IX system.

The first thing that we need 
is for the administration to 
simply attend these protests. 
The Title IX Listening 
sessions were grossly under-
attended, and as disappointed 
as higher-ups may be about 
the lack of attendance, the 
movement represents a real 

chance to hear from a huge 
amount of students. People 
will be sharing their stories, 
and asking for changes. 
Listen. 

It is also important to 
remember that was not just 
Title IX that failed the student 
in the most recent op-ed. 
WUPD, Residential Life 
and SHS also proved to be 
insufficient. Even a perfectly 
efficient Title IX process may 
not be a large enough change. 

Any kind of serious change 
that will seriously begin to 
help the survivors who have 
been so underserved thus far 
will require everyone involved 
in Title IX proceedings to 
help make it possible. 

Finally, even though he 
technically is not involved 
in any Title IX processes, 
this will have to include at 
the very least some kind 
of acknowledgement from 

Chancellor Wrighton, given 
that he has found the time 
to release statements on the 
election of Donald Trump, 
DACA, the Charlottesville 
protests and firearms in the 
Phi Delta Theta house. 

The kind of change that is 
required in the University’s 
institutions is sweeping, and 
it will need to come from 
the top down. A statement 
from the chancellor would be 
an indication that the most 
powerful people in the institu-
tion are serious about making 
those changes.

The structures in place 
to prevent sexual assault on 
campus are not working. 
There are people within those 
structures who we believe do 
earnestly care about address-
ing that problem—and that 
means that it falls to them 
to fundamentally fix these 
structures.
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The Wash. U women’s 
tennis team had an impres-
sive series of  comebacks to 
defeat NAIA No. 7 William-
Woods University Tuesday.

Prior to the match, the 
team celebrated their first 
ever senior day. Seniors 
Grace Deering, Kate Lee 
and Lily Schroeder were 
honored.

“It was great,” said 
Deering. “[Head coach 
Kelly Stahlhuth] has always 
done a nice recognition for 
the seniors regardless. She 
gave us gifts and an all-male 
a cappella group, the Pikers, 
came and sang for us after 
the match. It was definitely 
cool to have some recogni-
tion after a great four years 
on the team.”

The moment offered an 
opportunity for reflection 
amongst the seniors

“I’ve had some incredible 
mentors with the older girls 
I knew on the team. And 
making friends with all the 
younger players I’ve met 
on the team and creating 
new memories.” Deering 
said. “I’m kind of  jealous: 
I look at the freshman and 
think, ‘Man, they have three 
more years of  all this,’ and 
I had such a great time in 
that span. I’m excited for 
them, and Coach Kelly has 

been amazing. It’s like hav-
ing a mom on campus, and I 
don’t think a lot of  students 
get to feel that way”

According to Lee, playing 
at the college level builds a 
sense of  comradery not nec-
essarily felt at lower levels. 

“[I’ll remember] all the 
tournaments and trips I’ve 
gone on with my team-
mates.” Lee Said. “Tennis is 
kind of  an individual sport. 
When you play junior, 
you’re traveling by yourself  
and competing largely for 
yourself. It’s such a great 
experience to go on these 
trips and compete beside 
this great group of  girls 
who have pushed me to 
improve.”

Once the festivities sub-
sided, the Bears took to the 
court to face off  against 
William-Woods. The match-
up itself  began roughly 
for the Bears. The duo of  
freshman Ally Persky and 
Deering won their set 8-3 
but the other two doubles 
matches went William 
Woods’ way. The Red and 
Green dropped those sets, 
3-8 and 2-8.

Heading into the singles 
matches, William Woods 
looked to be on their way 
towards a decisive victory. 
The Bears dropped 5 out of  
the 6 opening sets in singles. 
Two top ranked players, 
No. 18 Deering and No. 

17 freshman Ashley Lessen 
were among those defeated 
in their first sets, falling 
2-6 and 5-7, respectively. 
In her second set, Lessen 
was again pushed to the 
brink. But she was able to 
rally back and win the set, 
6-4. She then won the tie-
breaker set, 10-6. Deering 
responded to her slow start 
with a dominant second set, 
winning 6-0. She  then won 
her tie breaker set, 10-6. 

After dropping her opening 
set, 2-6, sophomore Sanjna 
Tripathy won a closely con-
tested second set 6-4 before 
winning the tie breaker set 
decisively, 10-4. Sophomore 
Libby Jubas rallied from 
a 3-6 defeat in the first set 
with a 6-1 win in the second 
to force the tie breaker set. 
Her effort at a comeback fell 
just short, as she lost her tie 
breaker set 7-10. Freshman 
Laurel Wanger also faced a 

staunch opponent and lost 
her second set, 0-6. Junior 
Brigitte Hodge, the one Bear 
not to drop the first set, won 
her second set, 6-3, to clinch 
the Bear the victory, 5-4. 

Despite punctuating a 
lovely senior day with a fan-
tastic victory, the team was 
still forward focused.

“We’re competing at 
home this weekend against 
two regional teams.” 
Deering said. “Then next 

week, we’ll be in Orlando 
for UAA’s, which is a huge 
deal for us because our con-
ference is really deep. Then 
we’ll come back to campus, 
take our exams and, hope-
fully, get a bid to NCAAs.”

Winning close matches 
against talented teams is 
what the post-season is all 
about. If  the Bears continue 
to play like this, they’ll have 
a chance to do something 
special come May.

Women’s tennis rallies past NAIA William Woods on senior day
DORIAN DEBOSE
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE

Above: Senior Grace Deering hits a forehand winner against 
her William Woods University opponents. Deering was victo-
rious in both her doubles and singles matches, increasing her 
career win total to 129 as the Bears picked up a 5-4 victory.

Right: Ally Persky serves to her opponents in her number one 
doubles match. Wash. U. celebrated Senior Day Tuesday with 
a 5-4 win against William Woods University, improving its 
record to 10-5 with two matches left before the UAA playoffs.
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Here’s a given: Washington 
University is a hard school. 
You’ve worked the entire year 
and you’re probably feeling 
burned out. While it is extremely 
difficult to maintain healthy hab-
its at college, your mental health 
is important and it has to be a 
priority. That’s why I planned 
what your reading period can 
look like so you don’t have to. 
Here are nine things you should 
be doing instead of  preparing for 
your finals (or, you know, during 
well-scheduled study breaks): 

1. Looking at Memes

Memes are the backbone 
of this generation. Why 
should you sulk alone in your 
dorm about your impending 

doom when you can laugh 
about the lack of classes 
you’ve attended with your 
friends online? It’s therapy! 

2. Sleeping

You deserve it. This has 
been a long semester, and 
the weather has not been 
kind to us. If  you’re not tired, 
I’m afraid you’re probably 
desensitized to life itself  and 
you should probably look 
into that. 

3. Watching Saturday 
Night Live Re-Runs

Blackboard? Never heard 
of her! Instead, how about 
watching former SNL writer 
John Mulaney take the stage 
as a first-time host with Jack 

White as the musical guest. 
All episodes are on Hulu, 
and what’s more? You get 
to see Keenan Thompson 
dressed as a lobster singing 
the “Les Miserables” score! 
You won’t regret it. 

4. Calling your 
friends

You! Yes, you! You’re ter-
rible at keeping contact with 
people, and now you’re going 
to spend all summer regret-
ting losing touch with all of  
your high school friends! Call 
them, dude! And if  you’re 
not at home for the sum-
mer, you should probably 
still call them, because you 
never know if life will lead 
you back to your mom’s 
basement. 

5. Playing frisbee on 
the swamp

You will probably embar-
rass yourself by missing every 
catch and not being in tune 
with the wind enough to 
properly estimate how far left 
you should be tossing. But 
hey, it looks cute! 

6. Going to Art Hill 
one last time

As we all know, Forest 
Park is bigger than Central 
Park! But seriously, you’re 
probably going to miss it this 
summer, especially with the 
amazing dogs all around. 
Plus, the St. Louis Art 
Museum has a new exhibit 
called “New Media Series” 

which showcases film and 
video as a contemporary art 
practice. The trek is worth it!

7. Calculating the 
lowest possible score 
you can get on your 

finals in order to 
maintain an accept-

able grade

Desperate times call for 
desperate measures, and 
perhaps a treat for working 
all semester is your ability to 
bomb the final and still keep 
a pretty GPA. 

8. Thanking your 
professors

They work super hard, 

man. An email is all it takes, 
and no matter what society 
tells you, a little brown-nos-
ing never hurt anybody. 

9. Attending the 
#TitleMine march 
against the lack of 

action taken against 
known attackers on 

campus 

Enough is enough: it’s 
time for the students of  
Wash. U. to take explicit 
action. This has been going 
on for too long, and the 
Title IX Office needs to be 
brought to justice for its 
complacency. Join us on 
Thursday, April 26, for a 
day of  unity and powerful 
dialogue.

9 things you should be doing instead of studying for finals
ISABELLE GILLMAN
STAFF WRITER

Towards the end 
of  every semester, 
Washington University 
students continually face 
a meal point epidemic. 
Some students have an 
excess of  meal points 
and need to somehow 
dispose of  them before 
the semester ends. Others, 
like yours truly, are low 
on meal point funds. 

It started back in 
February for me. Every 
now and then I would go 

to Paws and Go and treat 
myself. But, like most 
people in my position, 
treating myself  soon 
turned into an everyday 
ordeal (because let’s be 
honest, those b-school 
classes are hard and I 
deserve it). I was down 
to a measly one hundred 
meal points by the begin-
ning of  April, and have 
been rationing my points 
ever since. 

My tragic position 
inspired me to do some 
research. I would never 
wish this tragedy on 

anyone, so this article is a 
list I compiled of  options 
for those of  you who have 
not enough meal points 
or too many meal points. 
Hopefully this guide can 
ease you of  all your food-
related frets and grub 
grievances.

First and foremost, 
Wash. U. students have 
the opportunity to donate 
unused meal points 
outside of  Paws and Go 
through the student and 
faculty led organiza-
tion Swipe Out Hunger. 
Swipe Out Hunger has 

been recognized as a 
leader in college-based 
nonprofits and has helped 
fight against local hunger 
since its beginnings in 
2009 at the University 
of  Southern California. 
Since then, Swipe Out 
Hunger has spread to 14 
universities nationwide, 
one of  these being our 
very own Wash. U. This 
nonprofit gives students 
an accessible opportunity 
to alleviate food inse-
curity, which currently 
affects 25.8 percent of  
people in the St. Louis 
city area. If  you pass 
Paws and Go today, you 
will notice the large blue 
bins filled with donations 
that meal point surpluses 
have provided. Why not 
take part in this great 
chance to improve the 
community around us and 
help those in need? 

Students can also buy 
and sell meal points 
from one another. These 
transactions can be made 
through the help of  a 
trusty friend, 
through the 
WUSTL 
meal point 
exchange 

Facebook group or online 
Wash. U. meal points 
exchange website. Asking 
friends can be unsuc-
cessful at times and one 
might wish to avoid 
appearing desperate, so 
I recommend the latter 
two options. Both the 
Facebook group and the 
online stock exchange 
quickly match the meal 
point deficient to those 
of  you who, unlike me, 
still have 500-plus meal 
points. The meal point 
exchange displays asking 
prices for certain amounts 
and effectively makes the 
whole process instant 

and easy. You also get the 
opportunity to donate a 
“cup of  coffee” to the pro-
grammer who developed 
the website. Overall, the 
website is a great display 
of  student innovation and 
I recommend everyone 
pay a visit. 

However, transfer-
ring meal points doesn’t 
come without a cost. 
Washington University 
has deemed it neces-
sary to include 7.5-point 
transaction fee as well as 
mandate only one transfer 
per student per semester. 
Also, you must go to the 
Dining Services office to 
sign a meal points transfer 
form before any transac-
tion can be made. 

In order to avoid being 
a cog in the bureaucracy 
machine, I decided to find 
other creative ways to dis-
pose/obtain meal points 
as well. 

Through personal 
experience, I find that 
mooching off  other 
friends seems to be a 

completely viable option 
for obtaining meal points. 
Whether it’s by claiming 
you “forgot your card” to 
a friend while standing 
in the checkout line or by 
pleading for their help, 
friends are always there 
with support and empathy 
in times of  struggle. A 
lack of  meal points is no 
exception. If  you don’t 
have friends, you can 
always stand in the check-
out line and plead there 
too. Get creative with 
your panhandling: set 
up a table in Bear’s Den 
and pretend to be a club 
or maybe even dabble in 

street performing. The 
opportunities are endless 
when asking for handouts. 

Another remedy for 
those of  you who have 
too many meal points is 
to visit the Meal Point 
Black Hole, also known 
as Ibby’s. Use your excess 
points to appreciate 
the finer things in life 
and order off  the menu 
instead off  the buffet. Run 
the gauntlet and try one 
of  everything. Or if  Ibby’s 
isn’t where you thrive, buy 
Sushi from Paws and Go 
or get one of  those ten-
dollar square donuts from 
Cherry Tree Cafe. 

But don’t forget you 
can also be philanthropic 
with your points. Go out 
to Ibby’s with a large 
group of  friends, throw 
caution to the wind, and 
buy everyone at your 
table a banana foster. 
Maybe just be sure to give 
a good tip to the wait-
ers because they work 
hard and they deserve 
it. Buy meals and feed 

the campus squirrels 
and encourage their 

usual confidence 
and persistent 

refusal to run 
away from 

humans. 

All in all, be charitable 
when the opportunity 
arises because you won’t 
regret it.

If  none of  those 
options are for you, you 
can always watch your 
hard earned money 
expire or delve into the 
depths of  your Bear 
Bucks account. But 
I encourage us, as a 
student body, to do some-
thing about our meal 
point problems. With so 
many options it’s hard to 
go wrong. So good luck 
to you all and be proac-
tive about your meal 
point dilemmas.

Too few or too many: What to do with your meal point dilemma
TOM RATTS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

ILLUSTRATION BY JOSH ZUCKER
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W
hen I 
read the 
op-ed in 
Student 

Life from a student sharing 
that she had been physically 
assaulted by a fellow student 
and suggesting that other 
students may have been 
sexually assaulted by the same 
student, my heart sank. It is 
painful to think about all that 
this student and others may 
be going through and feeling 
that, from her vantage point, 
the University has failed to 
adequately respond. My heart 
sank because, as vice chancel-
lor for students, my first and 
highest priority is the safety 
and well-being of all of our 
students, especially any who 
need our help. It also sank 
because it brought back feel-
ings I’ve had because I, too, 
am a survivor.

I was a graduate student. 
I was the victim of horribly 
painful sexual misconduct by 
someone I knew and trusted. 
The perpetrator was someone 
who worked on campus in 
the community where I was 
studying. The case became 
public. I was embarrassed that 
my classmates and professors 
would find out I was one of  
the victims (there were several) 
and would look at me and see 
me differently. I appreciated 

the support services avail-
able on campus and took 
advantage of them. I did not 
have any choice as to whether 
to report because this case 
became a criminal matter, so 
my name did become known 
to the university and I lost 
my sense of agency. As time 
as passed, I have buried this 
incident as something that 
happened to someone else so 
I could move on. But I have 
never forgotten my anger 
about having been betrayed 
by someone I thought I could 
trust, and the shame of feel-
ing that what happened was 
somehow my fault.

I have never shared any of  
this publicly as I never wanted 
my personal story to detract 
from my own work or be 
perceived as a conflict with my 
professional responsibilities 
on Title IX issues. However, it 
is through this very personal 
lens and this very personal 
experience that I have become 
who I am today. This personal 
experience most certainly fuels 
my commitment to continu-
ing to strengthen our Title 
IX policies and processes at 
Washington University and to 
work as hard as I can to make 
sure that we approach these 
cases in a way that is thorough 
and fair—that we respond 
to any formal complaint we 
receive; that we provide sup-
port services for any student 
involved in the process or who 
has been impacted in some 
way by the assault of a friend 
or loved one; and that we fully 

and effectively evaluate any 
potential threats to the safety 
of our community and take 
appropriate action. I would 
not continue to work for a 
university that I did not believe 
was committed to all of the 
above. That is not to suggest 
that we cannot improve; we 
can. But the foundational 
understanding that everything 
depends on the confidence 
and trust between us and our 
students is there, and that is 
why it is so important for us to 
get this right.

I do not want to break 
confidence, share details of  
an investigation or potentially 
further victimize a student, 
so I will be very careful in 
the way that I respond to the 
specifics of the op-ed. I am so 
proud of the courage of our 
student to come forward. We 
have to support this student 
and every other student who 
needs our help.

At the same time, we bear 
a heavy responsibility in 
investigating allegations of  
physical and/or sexual assault. 
We know it might sound 
bureaucratic and insensitive 
to say that we are committed 
to adhering to process and 
being thorough and fair to 
everyone involved in these 
cases, but it is extremely 
important. We try to move as 
quickly as we can—knowing 
and appreciating how stressful 
these situations can be for our 
students. We also try to make 
sure that students are aware 
of all of the resources that are 

available to them throughout 
the investigative process.

One critical point in this 
process is the right of any 
student to decide whether to 
formally report an allegation 
with our Title IX office, our 
Office of Student Conduct 
and Community Standards 
or the Washington University 
Police Department. For many 
personal reasons, some choose 
to pursue formal charges. 
Others do not. Our role is 
not to persuade one way or 
another, but to help a student 
consider all of the options that 
are available and what might 
be best for them. What the 
University can do from there 
depends in very large part on 
the outcome of this decision, 
which we fully respect. 

More generally, at 
Washington University, based 
on valuable feedback we 
have received from students, 
we are continually working 
to strengthen our Title IX 
practices (read more here). 
We have added staff and 
resources; we have stream-
lined the investigation process; 
and we are regularly consider-
ing other ways to be more 
responsive, more supportive, 
more thoughtful and more 
deliberate. This is our responsi-
bility. The University needs to 
own it and we do, but if you 
have experiences you want to 
share, we would be grateful 
for the opportunity to learn 
through those experiences. If  
you want to partner with us, 
the University always benefits 

from that and we would wel-
come it. And, please, if you 
need help…reach out. I share 
below some important con-
tacts. We are here for you.

RESOURCES FOR 
STUDENTS

Relationship & Sexual 
Violence Prevention Center 
(RSVP Center): Community 
health resource committed 
to prevention education, as 
well as response, support and 
empowerment for victims 
of relationship and sexual 
violence.

Sexual Assault and Rape 
Anonymous Helpline 
(SARAH): 24/7 helpline to 
support students who have 
been victimized, are sup-
porting others or who have 
questions about relationship 
or sexual violence. SARAH 
is run by specially trained 

undergraduate and graduate 
students.

Uncle Joe’s Peer 
Counseling and Resource 
Center: Confidential peer 
counseling group made up 
of undergraduate students 
who are specially trained to 
discuss a range of issues com-
monly faced by Washington 
University students.

Habif Health and 
Wellness Center: Provides 
student-centered health 
and promotion services 
to Washington University 
students including medical 
checkups, mental health 
services, wellness support and 
health education.

Get information on 
these and other resources 
at rsvpcenter.wustl.edu/get-
help/ or titleix.wustl.edu/
resources.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

D
ear readers,
The print 
edition of  
today’s 

newspaper includes an 
op-ed from Washington 
University Vice Chancellor 
of Student Affairs Lori 
White entitled “My heart 
sank...because I under-
stand.” This piece also ran 
online on April 17. While 
Student Life typically does 
not publish articles that 
have first run online in sub-
sequent print editions, we 
have made an exception in 
this case due to the piece’s 

relevance both to other arti-
cles in the print issue and 
to the campus community. 
It has been subjected to the 
same level of scrutiny and 
editing as all other op-eds 
published by Student Life 
either online or in print. If  
you have any questions or 
concerns about this deci-
sion, please do not hesitate 
to contact me at editor@
studlife.com.

Thank you for your 
understanding and contin-
ued readership,

—Sam Seekings, 
Editor-in-Chief

LORI WHITE
VICE CHANCELLOR FOR 
STUDENTS

My heart sank...because I understand

OP-ED SUBMISSION

I sat in one of the desks of  
a Seigle Hall classroom. 
It felt so public; anyone 

could have walked in and seen 
me crying as I told my story 
to the fraternity leadership. 
I was sexually assaulted at 
a Welcome Week event last 
September by a member of  
their chapter. In November, 
the same assailant coerced me 
into bed and raped me, more 
than once. His actions pushed 
me to the brink of suicide. I 
reached out to every resource 
Vice Chancellor for Students 
Lori White mentioned in 
her op-ed and more, but the 
only resource that saved me 
were my friends. As I told my 
rapist’s chapter leaders what 
happened, the classroom 
was dead silent. After a short 
discussion, they looked me 
in the eye and said it’s their 
“Internationals’ policy” that if  
I don’t hand over my confi-
dential Title IX decision, they 
have no obligation to help me. 
At best, they said they could 
put the assailant on social 
probation, which we have seen 
is ineffective.  

As members of the Greek 
life community, we would 
hope that this type of behavior 
is recognized as contrary to 
fraternity and sorority values. 
Standing by members of  
fraternities who commit these 
crimes perpetuates a culture of  

interpersonal violence. 
I left the meeting frustrated. 

I was appalled at their require-
ment to have access to my 
Title IX report. I extensively 
explained the entire Title IX 
process to them, yet somehow 
they still didn’t understand that 
a University Sexual Assault 
Investigative Board (USAIB) 
decision does not determine 
the validity of any story. It 
merely evaluates whether there 
is sufficient evidence that the 
University Student Judicial 
Code has been violated.  Even 
more importantly, very few 
survivors ever decide to go 
through the Title IX process. 
Requiring the report before 
implementing basic safety 
measures excludes and silences 
so many survivors.  

After talking with friends 
in Greek life who were also 
appalled, I thought it might 
be worthwhile to fact check 
the policy. So, I called the 
executive director of their 
Internationals. He was 
thoroughly familiar with the 
Title IX process and passion-
ately disappointed in the way 
fraternity leadership handled 
my case. I felt validated by 
the executive director, but 
more than that, I felt hurt as 
I realized that I had been lied 
to after being so vulnerable 
with the chapter leadership. 
That policy the leaders had 
mentioned simply doesn’t 
exist. Especially as a survivor, 

it should not have been my 
responsibility to self-advocate 
to these total strangers, navigat-
ing this situation alone. 

In the next week, I met 
with my Title IX coordina-
tor, Assistant Director of  
Fraternity and Sorority Life 
Austin Sandoval-Sweeney, 
Director of the Rape and 
Sexual Violence Prevention 
Center Kim Webb, the Sexual 
Assault and Rape Anonymous 
Helpline (S.A.R.A.H) and 
more—I reached out to every 
possible resource this school 
offers. I was given emotional 
support, but no tangible solu-
tions to my failed mission for 
safety. Title IX was my most 
promising resource for protec-
tion but I was disappointed 
to hear their complete lack of  
jurisdiction within Greek life. I 
asked for the most reasonable 
accommodations. I have a no 
contact order, which I thought 
would extend to anywhere 
on campus where he posed a 
threat, but I guess that excludes 
frat row. The reality is, I wasn’t 
assaulted in front of my 
professor in a classroom. I was 
assaulted in a dark room, sur-
rounded by alcohol. My rapist 
was a repeat offender, and he 
was given the power of a fra-
ternity basement for months. 
Title IX needs to expand their 
protection abilities. 

One week later, I got an 
email back from the fraternity 
headquarters confirming that 

the chapter member had been 
suspended. Our community 
got the measures of safety we 
deserved from the start. But 
I had to self-advocate, fight 
for every step of this action. 
And that’s an unacceptable 
burden to put on a survivor. 
Throughout the Title IX pro-
cess, I’ve been continuously 
retraumatized by explaining 
the details of my experiences 
over and over, but this—being 
invalidated by fraternity men 
who I had been taught to 
trust—almost tops the list of  
traumatic events. 

Sexual assault is prevalent 
across our entire campus and 
absolutely affects members of  
the Washington University 
community not affiliated with 
sororities or fraternities. I’m 
focusing within Greek life 
because this is what I have 
personally experienced. The 
sexual assault experiences 
of Greek life members are 
further complicated by our 
intersecting identities, which 
haven’t received the attention 
they deserve. 

It’s scandalous that fraterni-
ties continually get away with 
sexual assault and rape. We 
are failed at two levels: the 
school and fraternity members 
themselves. The school pays 
attention to issues of drug and 
alcohol abuse—and having 
guns on campus—but sexual 
assault and rape get ignored. 
Each individual fraternity 

member also has agency to 
protect our community values, 
but they continually remain 
complacent for the sake of  
their brotherhood’s reputation. 
My rapist made the dean’s 
list and “serves our country” 
as an ROTC cadet—but he 
will still always be my rapist. 
Protecting assailants because 
they are good friends or active 
members of a brotherhood is 
inexcusable. 

So we are taking matters 
into our own hands. I want 
to see changes in Greek life 
that can echo throughout all 
facets of our campus. We’re 
gathering our stories through 
student-driven platforms that 
aim to capture the experi-
ences of all sorority women 
affected by sexual assault, 
and we’re having meetings 
with representatives from 

all sororities to discuss our 
safety and support systems. 
We’re demanding action 
from administration, for all 
survivors. I don’t want anyone 
to have to self-advocate the 
way that I have had to. If you 
have a perpetrator of sexual 
violence in your chapter, 
consider this a warning. We’re 
going to hold fraternities and 
other perpetrators of sexual 
assault accountable for the 
violence committed on this 
campus. It’s frustratingly slow 
work in a massive administra-
tive machine. But we won’t be 
silenced any longer. 

If you agree that one 
experience like this is one too 
many, join the movement on 
Slack. For the link, ask one 
of the hundreds of people on 
this campus who are already 
mobilizing. 

Consider this a warning 

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

D
ear readers,
Today’s 
newspaper 
includes 

an op-ed piece entitled 
“Consider this a warning,” 
written by an anonymous 
Washington University 
student. Student Life 
typically does not permit 
submissions to be run 
anonymously, but due to 
the sensitive and personal 
subject matter of the 
piece, we have made an 

exception for this article. It 
has been subjected to the 
same level of scrutiny and 
editing as all other op-eds 
published by Student Life. 
If  you have any questions 
or concerns about this 
decision, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at 
editor@studlife.com. 

Thank you for your 
understanding and contin-
ued readership,
—Sam Seekings, 
Editor-in-Chief

ANONYMOUS STUDENT

OP-ED SUBMISSION

Survivors need support, not accusations 

R
ecent articles and 
op-eds in Student 
Life have lead to a 
wave of conver-

sations that have needed to 
occur for far too long. Sexual 
assault is a hard topic: It is 
ugly, it is scary but avoiding 
talking about will not and 
has not made it go away. I 
am relieved that Washington 
University is finally being 
forced to look into this issue. 
However, there have been 

plenty of conversations on the 
topic that have proven exactly 
what is wrong with too many 
people’s mindsets and shows 
why the culture that has been 
perpetuating sexual assault 
for so long has not died.

Far too often when discuss-
ing sexual assault, people 
have told me they needed 
to see “the proof.” They say 
they need to be convinced the 
assault actually took place 
and the victim is not simply 
making things up for atten-
tion or to tarnish someone’s 
reputation. It is hard enough 

for survivors to come forward 
and tell their stories; accusing 
them of lying or asking them 
to “prove it” is just another 
way of telling survivors to 
stay quiet. It keeps neces-
sary change from occurring 
and it is protecting predators 
who may turn into repeat 
offenders and continue 
hurting more people. Sexual 
assault is not an easy thing 
to “prove”—the scene of the 
crime is the body of a living 
human being. It usually 
comes down to the word of  
the victim versus that of the 

predator. When the survivor’s 
words are not enough for 
you, what is left?

 Even when the 
crime has been proven 
without a doubt, the survivor 
still faces more obstacles. 
Suddenly, it is now their fault. 
They shouldn’t have drank 
so much. They shouldn’t 
have dressed like that. They 
should have fought harder. 
They should have screamed 
louder. In my own experience 
of harassment, when turning 
to people I care about, people 
I love for comfort, I have been 

met with blame. The first 
question I receive is “what 
were you wearing?” followed 
by “that’s what you get when 
you wear skirts” and “what 
do you expect when you go 
to a party?” Multiple times, 
I have had men say that 
girls are dumb for going to 
frats and they should know 
they will be harassed and/
or assaulted if they choose to 
frequent the parties. No one 
is “asking for it” by having a 
drink, by entering a party, by 
wearing certain clothes. The 
only way to “ask for it” is to 

actually give consent. 
I challenge you all to think 

of the bigger impact of your 
words when having these 
conversations with friends. 
It is not any of your business 
as to what the survivor was 
doing, drinking or wearing. 
All that matters is they are 
suffering and more people 
will keep on suffering if the 
culture in which we live does 
not seriously change. Speak 
about sexual assault, look 
for change, just remember: 
Survivors need your support, 
not your accusations. 

LAUREN ALLEY
SENIOR FORUM EDITOR
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Do you remember 
Indiana Jones’ introduc-
tion in “Raiders of  the Lost 
Ark?” The bike ride in 
the sky from “E.T.?”  The 
beach opening from 
“Jaws?” Maybe, like me, 
you see “The Adventures 
of  Tintin” as a forgotten 
classic. Do you remember 
the sand dunes swept away 
by treacherous waves? The 
cars slowly picked off  in 
“Jurassic Park?” The arrival 
of  the aliens in “Close 
Encounters?”

Maybe, like me, you do. 
You see Steven Spielberg 
as a great filmmaker. You 
compare exploring his 
IMDB page to opening a 
box of  old toys. Maybe, like 
me, you wish he could still 
make films like he used to. 
As a super-fan of  Spielberg, 
I found “Ready Player 
One” both an exhilarat-
ing rush and a frustrating 
disappointment. 

Spielberg starts his film 
with narration, speeding 

through the exposition 
quickly. In the future, 
plagued by gross inequality 
and environmental catas-
trophe, people retreat into 
the OASIS, a virtual world 
where they can be anyone 
and do anything. James 
Halliday, an eccentric bil-
lionaire, created this world 
as a free space for everyone. 
People worshipped him like 
a god. Unfortunately, he 
is dead. He died five years 
ago and left a challenge. If  
anyone can complete three 
tasks, they can win control 
over the OASIS. “Ready 
Player One” follows Wade, 
aka Parzival, in his quest 
to save the OASIS from the 
clutches of  an evil corpora-
tion and their CEO, Nolan 
Serrento. In his hero’s 
journey, Wade is joined by 
Art3mis, his much smarter, 
more qualified love inter-
est, and Aech, his amiable 
sidekick. 

If  you think, based on the 
above description, that you 
know how the movie ends, 
you probably do. This is a 
straightforward dystopian 

young adult film. It only 
stands above the rest because 
of  its seamless integration 
of technology, more play-
ful tone, treasure chest of  
Easter eggs and polished 
filmmaking. 

The latter especially 
makes the film exciting 
popcorn entertainment. The 
film features almost non-stop 
action from the moment the 
exposition finishes to about 
ten minutes before the movie 
ends. Under the control of  
a less skilled filmmaker, 
this would be unbear-
able.  Spielberg, however, 
is a master filmmaker. He 
choreographs his action 
carefully, edits clearly and 
executes completely. Only 
occasionally nauseating, 
Spielberg keeps the action 
lean and gripping. Sadly 
though, for all the film’s 
movement, “Ready Player 
One” does not really go 
anywhere.

Thematically, Spielberg 
tries to return to his films 
from yesteryear. Like always, 
he infuses simple stories 
with youthful energy and 

intelligent technique. His 
films’ champions play for 
the sake of play and explore 
for the sake of exploration. 
He encourages audiences to 
choose the empathy, bravery 
and kindness of  childhood 
over the greed, conformity 
and fear of  adulthood. 
Unfortunately, Spielberg 
botches and convolutes the 
ending completely.

In an effort to appease all 
audiences, Spielberg tones 
down his themes and loses 
his film’s momentum and 
direction. He compromises 
story for warm fuzzy feelings 
and intelligent dialogue for 
meaningless platitudes. 

“Ready Player One” is 
best when it leans into its 
weirdness—when Spielberg 
simplifies plot and com-
plicates theme. When he 
explores for the sake of  
exploring and plays for the 
sake of playing.

When I left the theater, 
I enjoyed the film. Then I 
thought about the film, and 
the feeling disappeared. That 
makes it sound like I did 
not like the movie, but I did. 

“Ready Player One” did not 
stick with me but it reminded 
me of something better. The 
appearance of the shark 

in “Jaws.” The Moroccan 
chase in “Tintin.” Indiana 
Jones fighting the sword 
wielding villain. Old toys.

‘Ready Player One’ chooses action over the exceptional
PRANAYA PAHWA
FILM EDITOR
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