
Physicist, speaker, and NASA 
scientist K. Renee Horton, Ph.D., 
discussed the importance of  inclu-
sion, her work at NASA and her 
nontraditional educational path to 
a crowd of  Washington University 
community members in Busch 
Hall Friday afternoon. 

A longtime NASA affiliate, 
Horton currently serves as the 
Space Launch System (SLS) lead 
metallic/weld engineer at NASA’s 
Michoud Assembly Facility in 
New Orleans, La. In addition 
to serving as the president of  
the National Society of  Black 
Physicists, Horton is a children’s 
book author and the founder of  
Unapologetically Being, Inc., a 
nonprofit focused on helping indi-
viduals pursue STEM careers. She 
is the first African American to 
earn a Ph.D. in Materials Science 
from the University of  Alabama. 

An additional talk, titled “The 
Art of  Metal Joining,” was hosted 
later Friday afternoon and focused 
on Horton’s main area of  research. 
Both events were co-sponsored by 
the physics department and the 
Center for Diversity and Inclusion. 

According to Dr. Mairin Hynes, 
a senior lecturer in the phys-
ics department, the department 
sought to bring Horton to campus 
after receiving a recommendation 
from an undergraduate representa-
tive to the department’s Climate 
and Diversity Committee. 

In Horton’s first talk, titled “The 
Intersectionality of  Diversity, 
Inclusion and You,” she empha-
sized the need for departments and 
organizations to emphasize work-
ing toward inclusivity. According 
to Horton, many departments 
focus on recruiting diverse indi-
viduals but tend to fall short in 
creating a supportive and wel-
coming environment for these 
individuals. 

“We do well with physical and 
visual diversity. But that intersec-
tion with inclusion is where most 
of  us fall short. The University 
can go to certain organizations to 
recruit and they can bring those 
students in,” Horton said. “The 
catch is: Did you really include 
those students? Their culture and 
their beliefs? Did you make them 
feel a part of  the University? 
Because it’s their word of  mouth 
that keeps the next ones from com-
ing or choosing to come here.” 

Horton noted that the key to cre-
ating an inclusive environment is 
to accept students for who they are 
without imposing personal biases. 
Referencing her background in 
materials science, Horton used the 
analogy of  concrete, encouraging 
faculty to create a diverse work-
group with a strong connection. 
She noted that inclusive spaces will 
enhance the success of  the organi-
zation itself.  

“If  you decide not to include the 
right mix for your location, you 
would have something that’s not 
solid. For professors, when you’re 
bringing in students and starting to 
build your team, you want to diver-
sify those teams,” Horton said. 
“It’s a good thing. The catch is: If  
you don’t include those students, 
you don’t really have a solid team. 
And you want your teams to be as 
solid as concrete.” 

Horton included an anecdote 
about a lab at a different university 
where several graduate students 
transferred out. She noted that 
professors must be attentive to stu-
dents’ needs and ensure that they 
have created an environment that 
enables students to be successful. 

Student Union has selected 
five guest speakers for its 2018-
2019 Trending Topics series after 
narrowing down a list of  21 can-
didates Sunday.

Next year’s speaker series will 
include writer and civil rights 
advocate Michelle Alexander, 
“Jane the Virgin” actor Justin 
Baldoni, CNN journalist 
Lisa Ling, creator and star of  
“Insecure” Issa Rae and scholar 
and environmental activist 
Vandana Shiva.

SU Budget Committee Chair 
sophomore Agneesh Dasgupta 
is pleased with next year’s selec-
tions and hopes that the speakers 
will create a dialogue among the 
student body.

“I think we did a really good 
job at looking at the speakers 
that we’re bringing as a whole 
and looking at them as an entire 
series and seeing what niches 

they fill on campus,” Dasgupta 
said. “Five is definitely fewer 
than we had this year when we 
had seven, but I’m confident that 
the ones that we did bring will 
start conversations on campus.”

Treasury representative junior 
Bilal Hyder is also satisfied 
with the list of  finalists, though 
he wishes that SU had used the 
entire Trending Topics budget to 
secure its speakers.

“I’m confident in all the speak-
ers that we selected as addressing 
different topics on our campus 
that are really important, but 
I also think that it’s kind of  
strange to be given $225,000 to 
allocate towards Trending Topics 
and leave with $16,000 sitting 
around—especially because I 
think the student body expects us 
to be able to allocate our funds, 
and that’s what I kind of  see this 
event as being,” Hyder said.

Though they have chosen 
a final list of  guests, SU can-
not guarantee that a speaker 

will appear until after they have 
signed a contract to come to 
campus.

“We can’t guarantee that 
people are coming until their 
contracts are signed,” Hyder 
said.

To account for this, SU wait-
listed nine candidates, with three 
top choices: Toni Morrison, 
author of  “Beloved” and “The 
Bluest Eye;” Carly Fiorina, the 
former CEO of  HP and former 
running mate of  then-candidate 
Ted Cruz during the 2016 presi-
dential election; and the viral 
YouTube filmmaking group 
Wong Fu Productions.

While arguing in favor of  
Morrison during the Trending 
Topics selection process, fresh-
man treasury representative 
Justin Xiong appealed to her 
strong social commentary and 
well-known persona.

“She would be contemporary 
and relatable,” Xiong said. “She 
has name recognition. She talks 

about issues in representation 
in the media and comments on 
social issues.”

Hyder, advocating for Issa Rae, 
brought up that inviting a black 
speaker to campus would coin-
cide with the 30th production of  
Black Anthology and black stu-
dents’ acquisition of  House 5.

“Not only would it be 30 years 
of  Black Anthology, but also it’d 
be commemorating the first year 
that there’s a black house on this 
campus,” Hyder said.

Of  the five speakers slated for 
next year’s series, Dasgupta is 
most looking forward to Rae, 
whose HBO show exploring 
modern racial issues has received 
critical acclaim since its premiere 
in 2016.

“She’s probably the one I’m 
most excited about—the stuff  
she’s accomplished and the 
content that she’s made. I think 
people are going to be really 
excited about her,” Dasgupta 
said.
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Treasury chooses Trending Topics speakers 
SU allocates $209,000 for five speakers from field of  21 nominees

TOTAL BUDGET: $225K

VANDANA 
SHIVA

MICHELLE
ALEXANDER

LISA LINGISSA RAEJUSTIN 
BALDONI
COST: $53,000

PHOTO: Dominick Dusseault

COST: 
$50,000

PHOTO: ABC/Image Group LA PHOTO: Joshua Barash

COST: 
$45,000

PHOTO: Miller Center/Flickr 
Creative Commons

PHOTO: Augustus 
Binu/Wikimedia 
Commons

COST: $35,000 COST: $26,000

Proposed by Leaders in  
Interpersonal Violence Education

Proposed by Black Anthology Proposed by  
Chinese Students Association

Proposed by GlobeMed, 
Association of Black 
Students, Teaching 
Racial Understanding 
Through Honesty

Proposed by 
Executive Advisor 
for Sustainability

• Created, co-writes and stars in 
HBO’s “Insecure,” which has 
snagged her 2 Golden Globe 
nominations

• First attracted attention via her 
online webseries “Awkward 
Black Girl” on YouTube

• Journalist, television 
presenter, author, former 
co-host of ABC’s “The 
View” 

• Currently hosts “This is Life 
with Lisa Ling” on CNN

• Writer, civil rights 
advocate, visiting 
professor at Union 
Theological Seminary

• Best known for her 
2010 book “The 
New Jim Crow: Mass 
Incarceration in the 
Age of Colorblind-
ness”

• Environmental 
activist, food 
sovereignty 
advocate

• Authored 
more than 20 
books and is a 
leading figure 
in the alter-
globalization 
movement

• Currently stars as Rafael Solano in 
The CW hit, “Jane The Virgin.”

• CEO of Wayfarer Entertainment, 
a production company known for 
social change related content like 
“Man Enough” and “My Last Days”

$16k left unallocated

NOT ON THE LIST A total of 21 potential speakers were proposed for next year’s Trending Topics 
series, here are a few that didn’t make the cut:
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Pulitzer Prize winner
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Members of  the Washington 
University Graduate Workers 
Union and Fossil Free WashU 
held protests at Brookings Hall and 
Anheuser-Busch Hall Saturday. 
The two groups collaboratively 
advocated for guaranteed sum-
mer funding for graduate student 
researchers and for the University 
to divest from fossil fuels compa-
nies at both of  the events. 

The groups previously collabo-
rated over a demonstration when 
they delivered approximately 
500 valentines to Provost Holden 
Thorp’s office in early February, 
asking for guaranteed summer 
funding, revisions to graduate 
students’ healthcare policies and 
divestment. Following that, the 
graduate students received a 
decrease in out-of-pocket maxi-
mums and gained a subsidized 
dental insurance policy.

“We’re doing two actions today 
to really show that we’re serious 
about our demands and we’re seri-
ous about divesting from fossil fuels 
and reinvesting education,” fifth-
year Ph.D. candidate Sarah Siegel 
said. “We’re hoping that today we 
get a lot more visibility and we’re 
hoping that the administration sees 
what we’ve done today and that 
they need to give us summer fund-
ing and they need to divest from 
companies which deal with fossil 
fuels.”

The first protest started outside 
Brookings Hall, where participants 
planned to interrupt Executive Vice 
Chancellor Hank Webber’s tour of  
the East End Transformation to 
alumni. 

The demonstrators then marched 

Ashoka presents South Asian 
Heritage Month

Washington University Ashoka 
is celebrating South Asian 
Heritage Month with the theme 
“Representation: South Asian 
Creators Going Against the Grain.” 
Their goal is to honor creators that 
use the arts—including the visual, 
performing and literary arts—to high-
light important social issues affecting 
the South Asian community.

Ashoka will put on several events 
per week throughout the month. Last 
week, they organized a “Painting 
After Dark” event and held their 
formal April 5. This weekend, they 
held their annual basketball tourna-
ment, as well as “Chit Chaat Chai,” a 
speaker panel on representation in the 
arts featuring representatives from the 
Council on American-Islam Relations 
in Missouri (CAIR-MO) who helped 
organize the Muslim Arts Exhibitions 
of St. Louis. The panel also included 
recipient of the 2015 Women of  
Achievement Award Dr. Ghazala 
Hayat, former UN Pakistan photo-
journalist Syed Ali and Dean Maya 
Ganapathy.

The following week, there will be 
a discussion on “Violence, Activism 

and Social Media” April 17, as well 
as Holi April 20. The last week will 
include a talk from speaker and 
actress Tanvi Lonkar, best known for 
her role in “Slumdog Millionaire” on 
April 23, and a bazaar on April 28.

Second round of Washington 
University’s college prep 

scholars graduate
Washington University’s College 

Prep Program Graduation will take 
place at 3 p.m. Sunday, April 22 in 
Emerson Auditorium. The gradua-
tion will celebrate the second group 
of the University’s College Prep 
Program, a free, three-year program 
aimed at preparing regional, low-
income and first generation students 
for success. 

The second class consists of 34 
students, all of whom will be attend-
ing college in the fall. At least seven 
of these students will be attending 
Washington University. 

Speakers at the graduation will 
include: Leah Merrifield, founder of  
the College Prep Program; Lori S. 
White, vice chancellor for students; 
Chancellor Mark Wrighton; two 
College Prep 2018 graduates, Delton 
Utsey and Antoinette Tipton; and 
John Sondag, president of AT&T 
Missouri. 

News in brief:  Heritage month 
events, College Prep graduation
NEWS EDITORS



to ThurtenE Carnival where 
they passed out flyers detail-
ing their demands of  the 
administration. A central 
concern for the groups was 
guaranteeing graduate stu-
dent funding, because not all 
students know if  they have 
received funding for summer 
research.

“If  the University is really 
trying to push for us to finish 
in our allotted time, we need 
to be able to have money 
over the summer to do our 
work and not have to stop 
and get completely separate 
jobs just to pay our bills for 
three months,” Siegel said. 

For members of  Fossil 
Free WashU, broad messag-
ing of  corporate divestment 
was key. 

“[Our messaging goal] 
is just reiterating to Wash. 
U. that it’s time to divest. 
You can’t ignore us any lon-
ger: We’re going to make 
sure you hear us,” sopho-
more Kristen Riedinger 
said. “It partners with 
[Washington University 
Graduate Workers Union’s 
(WUGWU)] message of  
saying rather than investing 
in fossil fuels, we should be 
investing in teachers and 
graduate students.”

The second protest inter-
rupted the class of  1993’s 
“25th Reunion Class Party 
and Recognition Ceremony” 
that evening when approxi-
mately 50 undergraduate 
and graduate student protest-
ers entered the Law Cafe of  
the Anheuser-Busch Hall. 

“It was great because there 
were a lot of  alumni who just 
immediately started clap-
ping. They saw who we were, 
they heard us yelling and, 
there was cheering,” sopho-
more Allie Lindstrom said. 
“There was some booing too 
[because] I’m guessing this is 
a wealthier group of  alumni 
because they’re paying to sit 
with the chancellor and eat 
shrimp cocktails, but it felt 
supported.”

The group planned to 
chant for eight minutes to 
symbolize the $8 billion 
the University has invested 
in fossil fuel companies, 
according to organizers of  
the protest. However, secu-
rity was called and 
participants exited the event 
before eight minutes were 
finished.

“I think a lot of  the 
alumni were clapping along 
with us, and it was really 
nice to see that a lot of  them 
really do care what the cur-
rent students have to say. 
And I think the adminis-
tration should follow the 
alumni’s lead in that sense,” 
Siegel said. “I think some of  
them were taken aback [and] 
some of  them were excited 
to see activism come back to 
campus.” 

According to Siegel and 
Lindstrom, the events were 
the result of  “unsuccess-
ful” conversations with the 
administration. 

“We don’t get our goals 
achieved because we had a 
meeting with the chancel-
lor,” Lindstrom said. “This is 
us saying that, ‘We can shut 
down these events, and if  
you don’t meet our demands, 
we will show up again.’”

Wrighton, however, feels 
that the University is tak-
ing action in regards to their 
interactions with fossil fuel 
companies. 

“Regarding the call to 
divest of  fossil energy invest-
ments, last year I shared that 
the Washington University 
Investment Management 
Company decided that it 
would not use the investment 
of  the endowment to achieve 
social or political agendas,” 
Chancellor Mark Wrighton 
wrote in a statement to 
Student Life said. “I will ask 
that this policy be reviewed 
at a meeting of  the Board of  
the Washington University 
Investment Management 
Company.”

Both affiliates of  Fossil 

Free WashU and WUGWU 
feel optimistic about the out-
comes of  the day’s events. 

“We’re not going to give 
up just because a security 
guard was a little too aggres-
sive or because we didn’t 
stay the full eight minutes,” 
Lindstrom said. “I think we 
made our impact and they 
won’t be able to derail us.”

Wrighton, who was a fea-
tured speaker at the class of  
1993’s event, expressed sup-
port of  student engagement 
on campus. 

“It is rewarding to me to 
have talented students who 
care deeply about important 
issues such as the quality 
of  the student experience at 
Washington University and 
the global environment,” 
Wrighton wrote. “With 
respect to the quality of  stu-
dent experiences, we remain 
committed to providing 
each student the very best 
experience possible, at the 
undergraduate level as well 
as at the graduate and pro-
fessional level.”

According to representa-
tives of  both groups, they 
plan to continue escalating 
the scale of  their demon-
strations if  they don’t have 
the opportunity to engage 
in productive conversa-
tions with members of  the 
administration. 

“Depending on their 
response, we’ll show up to 
more events,” Lindstrom 
said. “They’re going to be 
events where we know that 
it’s important to the adminis-
trators that they’re successful 
and it’ll be events we can 
show student strength and 
that students care.” 

“Our whole message was, 
‘We’re here, we’re not going 
away. We demand guaran-
teed summer funding for 
all graduate students and if  
that demand is not met we’re 
going to keep doing these 
direct actions all the way 
through graduation,’” Siegel 
said. 
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POLICE BEAT

PROTEST from page 1 

COURTESY OF KATIE ZHAO

Students representing Fossil Free WashU and the Graduate Workers Union protest at Anheus-
er-Busch Hall. The two groups held several joint demonstrations throughout the weekend.

PHYSICS from page 1 

“When you are diversify-
ing your teams, you have to 
accept who those people are. 
Not try to mold them and 
change them into who you 
are or who you think they 
should be,” Horton said.

Horton also discussed her 
nontraditional background. 
Horton began college at 
age 16 and discovered a 
year later that she had a 
hearing impairment. After 
taking time off, she became 
a mother and later com-
pleted a bachelor’s degree in 
electrical engineering after 
giving birth to her second 
child. Horton eventually 
enrolled in a Ph.D. degree 
program in electrical engi-
neering but dropped out due 
to difficulties with her doc-
toral advisor and recurring 
hearing issues. Horton later 
re-enrolled at the University 
of  Alabama and completed 
her Ph.D. in Materials 
Science in 2011. 

Sophomore Riley Martell 
appreciated Horton’s fresh 
perspective and her empha-
sis on acceptance being the 
key to creating an inclusive 
environment. 

“The lens you look 
through isn’t the same as 
how someone else does, and 
you have to be able to just 
try to be aware of  your sur-
roundings and your peers 
and try to advocate for 
them,” Martell said. “And 
understanding your role—
I thought that was a good 
point that she brought up. 
Your role matters. You’re a 
part of  this.”  

Sophomore Austin Stover 
appreciated Horton’s discus-
sion of  her unconventional 
path to NASA. 

“It was really interest-
ing to hear her background 
and the challenges that she 
faced while trying to go 
to university and raise a 
child.” Stover said. “I had 
never really considered that 
because, as she was saying, 
it’s a nontraditional back-
ground. I mostly just interact 
with other people who are 
traditional students. So, that 
was enlightening.”

After concluding her 
talk, Horton responded to 
multiple questions from the 
audience on topics rang-
ing from her educational 

background to advice on 
how to create a good work-
place climate in a research 
lab.

Hynes noted the impor-
tance of  implementing 
small-scale initiatives to 
create an inclusive environ-
ment in the midst of  broader 
efforts related to faculty 
recruitment. 

“It’s great to have big lofty 
goals like bringing in new 
faculty members. That’s a 
really big important thing, 
but that’s not an easy thing 
to do. [We’re] still concen-
trating on the big things but 
also making sure we’re doing 
the little pieces to make sure 
we don’t lose that momen-
tum,” Hynes said. “The idea 
of  hiring a woman or hiring 
people with more racial or 
ethnic diversity, those have 
always—not always—but 
those have frequently been 
on the minds of  people. 
But then, you can’t just say, 
‘Well, we’re going to hire 
someone, and that will fix 
everything.’ You also have to 
make an appealing climate 
that will make someone 
want to come here.” 

MONDAY 16 

Panel Discussion: “Menstrual Equity: Expanding Women’s Rights”
Hillman Hall, Clark-Fox Forum, 6:00 p.m.
Speakers and sponsors online. 

Middle East – North Africa / JINELC Film Series
Hillman Hall, Room 60, 6:00 p.m.
A showing of “Bajrangi Bhaijaan” (2015). Open to the Wash. U. community. Sponsored 
by Dept. of Jewish, Islamic and Near Eastern Languages and Cultures.  

TUESDAY 17

A Public Event in Recognition of the 50th Anniversary of the Death of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. — Lecture: “Religion as a Conversation Starter! Embracing King’s 
Political Philosophy of ‘Somebodiness’”
Graham Chapel, 7:00 p.m.
Jonathan Walton from Harvard University will lecture on religion as a conversation 
starter. Lecture followed by a conversation with Professor Lerone Martin about King’s 
legacy to religion and politics today. Sponsored by the Danforth Center on Religion and 
Politics. RSVP online. 

“Coin a Better Future: Reaching Out to Financially Vulnerable Families”
Brown Hall Lounge, 11:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Please register online to attend this talk to celebrate Financial Capability Month. Space is 
limited. Sponsors include the Center for Social Development. See online link for parking 
info.

WEDNESDAY 18

SIR Town Hall: “Humanizing Migration and Deportation: The View from Central 
America and Mexico”
Hillman Hall, Room 70, 6:00 p.m.
Reception with dinner will begin at  6 p.m., with a panel discussion following at 6:30 p.m. 
The discussion will be in Q&A format, and information about the panelists can be found 
online. Co-sponsored by International and Area Studies. 

Lecture: “Exceptionally Religious? A History of Muslim, Christians, and Jews in the 
Middle East”
Women’s Building, Formal Lounge, 7:00 p.m.
Heather Sharkey from the University of Pennsylvania will talk about the history of Mus-
lims, Christians and Jews in the Middle East. Sponsored by Dept. of Jewish, Islamic and 
Near Eastern Languages and Cultures. 

APRIL 10 
Larceny - Simon Hall
Complainant reports the theft of  cash and a computer from Einstein Bagels.  Loss $299. 
Disposition: Pending
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THE JOHN C . DANFORTH CENTER ON RELIGION AND POLITIC S presents

A PUBLIC EVENT IN RECOGNITION OF THE  
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH  
OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

RELIGION A S A  CON V ERS ATION S TA RTER!  
EMB R ACING K ING’S POLITIC A L PHILOSOPH Y  

OF “SOMEBODINE SS” 
 

JONATHAN WALTON, HARVARD UNIVERSIT Y PLUMMER PROFESSOR  
OF CHRISTIAN MORALS AND PUSEY MINISTER IN THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

King’s view of the divine and humanity caused him to aff irm the human dignity of all,  
regardless of race, class, or religion. This sense of inherent dignity or “somebodiness”  

gives us a way to see certain religious commitments as consistent with modern democracy.       

LECTURE FOLLOWED BY CONVERSATION WITH  
PROFESSOR LERONE MARTIN ABOUT KING’S LEGACY 

TO RELIGION AND POLITICS TODAY

0 4|17|18 

7:0 0 – 8:30 p.m. 
G R A H A M  C H A PEL  AT  WA S H I N G TO N  U N I V ER S I T Y  I N  S T.  LO U IS 

R E U T E R S /  J O N AT H A N B A C H M A N

To RSVP or for more information  visit RAP.WUSTL.EDU or call 314.935.9345
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Hey there, hi there! 
Instead of  food, today I 
will give you some advice 
on how to improve your 
chances when you are job 
hunting in college. This will 
not be an exhaustive list and 
is designed to supplement 
the skills you learn from the 
Career Center and your own 
experience. Being able to 
make yourself  stand out and 
memorable in the best way 
is an adventure in profes-
sionalism and personality. 
You want your interviewer 
to see you as a buttoned up 
stiff  like the thousands of  
applicants they probably see 
each year, but you also want 
to make them believe you’ll 
bring something worthwhile 
to the office water cooler 
and holiday party. Buckle 
up while I take you on a 

journey to help you become 
the drip brewed, sustainably 
sourced, exhilarating cup 
of  coffee in a world of  stale, 
burnt, office coffee from 
the pot that no one has ever 
washed completely.

Get some color 
in your life

Professional dress is dull. 
Usually dark colored suits 

with ties that are probably 
the same color. Throw some 

pop into your professional 
wear: A nice sweater still 
checks that professional 
box while adding tons of  
versatility. Also, getting fun 
with your ties, socks, shoes 
and even your blazer are 
ways to stand out. Testing 
out that line between just 
enough and too much takes 
experimentation, but the 
rewards have the potential 
to be massive.

Doing your 
research

 What’s worse than hav-
ing little knowledge about 
a company? Having surface 
level knowledge. Anyone 
can take in a company’s 
website and spout softball 
questions to make it seem 
like you know about the 
organization. But really 
delving into how a com-
pany works and asking 
detailed questions displays 
your attitude towards work. 
A self-starter who thinks in 
the big picture is much more 
valuable than a cookie-
cutter degree holder from an 
upper tier college who has 
little personality and even 
less in unique value. This 
is your career, so take time 

to put in real, quality, work 
beforehand.

Practice, 
Practice, 
Practice

Have all of  your infor-
mation and great clothes? 
Fantastic. 
Know the 
answers to 
the common 
questions? 
Awesome. 
Now go prac-
tice it. Practice 
to your friends, 
practice to 
advisors, prac-
tice to animals, 
practice in 
the shower, 
practice every-
where. Getting what you 
have to say down is good, 
but enough practice will 
make it natural and sincere. 
You can always tell when 
someone is doing a bad job 
acting, but when its great 
acting you are drawn in 
more than you can imag-
ine. Get your interviewer 
to want to hear more from 
you and get them invested 
in your success. Get them 
on your side and you’re 
golden.

Interviewing 
for the job you 
want, not the 
one they are 

offering

Don’t just dress for the 
job you want, interview 
for the job you want. 
This doesn’t mean that 
they’ll offer you the CEO 
position within the hour, 
but it will display your 
passion and ambition. 
Everyone says that they 
are a self-starter, but they 
aren’t. It takes a resilience 
that is not common, and a 
stubborn nature to never let 

How to interview your way into everyone’s hearts
MATTHEW WALLACE
STAFF WRITER

SEE HEART, PAGE 10
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Sex, politics and murder: ‘Aunt Dan and Lemon’ 
ELENA QUINONES
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

COURTESY OF EDISON THEATRE

New Zeppelin: Greta Van Fleet offers new life to an old sound
TYLER SABLOFF
SENIOR EDITOR

Put this on to put you out: Albums to listen to while you go to sleep
CADENZA STAFF

SEE SLEEP, PAGE 6

Are you struggling to 
close your eyes and let 
the sweet, sweet relief  of  
sleep wash over you? Is 
your mind rushing and 
you need to clear your 
head? Try out putting on 
these albums to help you 
fall asleep.

“Strange 
Trails” 

by Lord Huron
“Strange Trails” feels 

like more than just an 
album; it feels like a 
collection of  stories. 
The album uses melody 
and cadence to create an 
assortment of  musical 
styles. That being said, 
all of  the music in the 
album, while some is 
upbeat, is calming. The 
album feels like it’s set in 

the Pennsylvania woods; 
listening to “Strange 
Trails” feels almost like a 
bedtime story. The music 
of  the album is beauti-
fully melancholy and 
haunting. Whenever I’m 
having trouble sleeping I 
put on this album and am 
asleep by “Hurricane,” 
the fourth song on the 
album. 
—Josh Zucker, Senior 
Cadenza Editor

“So Long 
Forever” 
by Palace

This album is one that 
is almost calming to a 
fault. Whenever I listen to 
“So Long Forever” dur-
ing the day I find myself  
beginning to get drowsy; 
others have described 
Palace’s music as “sonic 
Valium.” The slow beats 

and calming vocals of  
the album are enough 
to sedate a rhinoceros. 
The British drawl of  Leo 
Wyndham is soothing 
above all else and the 
instrumentation of  the 
album is soft and pulsing. 
“So Long Forever” is an 
album that brings together 
elements in a way that 
places the listener in a 
trance.  
—Josh Zucker, Senior 
Cadenza Editor

“Water 
Night” 

by Eric Whitacre
This classical album 

is conducted by Eric 
Whitacre and performed 
by the Eric Whitacre 
Singers and the London 
Symphony Orchestra. 
With both choral and 
orchestral tracks, this 

album is relaxing and 
easy to fall asleep to, 
especially with repetitive 
lyrics, soothing melodies, 
tracks that are over 10 
minutes long and surpris-
ingly complicated cluster 
chords. If  you hate dis-
sonance, don’t put this 
on, but otherwise, “Water 
Night” is a good choice. 
—Elizabeth Grossman, 
Staff  Writer

“Atlas: Year 
One” 

by Sleeping at 
Last

This album is long, 
it’s relaxing and in all 
honesty, it is a gorgeous 
collection of  music. 
While it has a few un-
themed songs, it goes 
into an exploration of  
the universe, with a song 

named after each planet, 
each ocean and each car-
dinal direction. The band 
itself  sounds symphonic, 
mostly relying on a piano, 
several string instruments 
and the amazing voice of  
its lead singer. I chose this 
particular album for its 
length, but in all honesty, 
you could shuffle every 
song this band has ever 
played and perfectly drift 
off  into sleep; they are 
called “Sleeping at Last,” 
after all.  
—Lauren Alley, Senior 
Editor

“In 
Rainbows” 
by Radiohead

On “In Rainbows”, 
every member of  
Radiohead is at their best. 
It is at once dreary and 
lively, with the rhythm 

section creating these 
unique soundscapes. Ed 
O’Brien is both every-
where and nowhere, 
creating an ambience 
within what would seem 
to be a straightforward 
art rock album. Phil 
Selway’s drumming is 
hypnotic on tracks like 
“Weird Fishes/ Arpeggi” 
and “Jigsaw Falling into 
Place.” Yet no instru-
mentation dominates the 
album nearly as much as 
Thom Yorke’s voice does. 
To describe what he’s 
doing as singing doesn’t 
do him justice. If  the 
soundscape is the river 
bed, and the ambience 
was the natural sounds 
of  a night, Yorke’s voice 
is the river. In a moment, 
that river is pounding 
away at rock and eroding 
everything in its path, 
like on “Bodysnatchers,” 
where he cuts through 

Anyone who knows me 
is aware that my music 
taste is basically that of  
a middle-aged dad. My 
entire Spotify is full of  
almost exclusively 1950s, 
‘60s, ‘70s music, includ-
ing genres like rock ’n’ 
roll, soul, funk, blues, 
country rock and so on. I 
grew up listening to this 
era of  music through my 
parents and have pretty 

much stuck to it without 
ever really branching out 
to any more current acts. 
It’s not that I’m one of  
those “all modern music 
sucks, oldies are gold-
ies” type of  person; I just 
haven’t ever really found 
a modern artist who has 
scratched the itch of  my 
musical taste—that is 
until last week.

While perusing through 
YouTube, I came across 
a video titled, “Is Greta 
Van Fleet the next Led 

Zeppelin?” Being a 
massive Led Head, that 
immediately piqued 
my interest. “A new 
Led Zeppelin?” I said 
to myself, “How could 
that be? No one can ever 
even touch the totemic 
power that is Zep!” So, I 
decided to see for myself  
if  this comparison was 
even at all warranted. I 
searched Greta Van Fleet 
on Spotify and listened 
to their most popular 
song, “Highway Tune” 

and from the first “Oh 
Mama” by singer Joshua 
Kiszka, I said “Holy s---, 
is that Robert Plant?” 
The striking similarity 
between Kiszka’s howl 
and Robert Plant’s is 
staggering. Even the 
most hardcore Zeppelin 
fan could get the two 
confused.  

Greta Van Fleet is 
made up of  the three 
Kiszka brothers and one 
of  their friends. Their gui-
tar-driven blues and hard 

rock sound is strongly 
reminiscent of  ‘70s rock, 
particularly that of  Led 
Zeppelin. Greta Van Fleet 
clearly wears their heart 
on their sleeve when it 
comes to Led Zeppelin. 
From Joshua Kiszka’s 
bluesy howl and Danny 
Wagner’s Bonham-esque 
drum fills, to their stage 
wardrobes and presence, 
they have clearly taken 
a lot of  inspiration from 
Zep. As a result, Greta 
Van Fleet have massed 
criticism from music crit-
ics for being completely 
derivative, carbon-copies 
of  Led Zeppelin. No less 
than Robert Plant has 
said of  Greta Van Fleet, 
“They are Led Zeppelin 
I.”

As an avid Led 
Zeppelin fan, I do not 
think it is necessarily 
a bad thing that Greta 
Van Fleet has a very 
similar sound. The last 
time Zeppelin released 
any new music was in 
1982, leaving a substan-
tial void in many fans’ 
musical interest. So, 
for a new band to come 

along and take up their 
mantle and sound comes 
as a welcoming diversion 
from the current musical 
trends, as well as a return 
to a sound that many 
have been missing in 
popular music. Members 
of  Greta Van Fleet are 
writing their own lyrics 
and music, minus the two 
covers on their debut EP, 
“From the Fires,” which, 
unlike Zeppelin’s many 
covers and arrangements, 
they actually credited to 
the original artists.

I’m very excited to see 
where Greta Van Fleet’s 
career takes them in 
the coming years. They 
just recently performed 
at the Coachella Valley 
Music and Arts Festival 
and have been increas-
ing in popularity since 
the release of  “From the 
Fires.” For now, they 
seemed to still be steeped 
in the shadow of  their 
rock idols; so, it will be 
interesting to see how 
they can step from out of  
that shadow and expand 
their sound to something 
more distinctly their own.

A timely production 
in the age of  Trump, 
Wallace Shawn’s “Aunt 
Dan and Lemon” 
explores how societies 
methodically, almost 
unknowingly, slip into 
modes of  thinking that 
make space in the public 
conscience for grand 
atrocities, serving as a 
cautionary tale against 
fascism. 

The show opens with 
a characteristically, yet 
ironically cheerful, mono-
logue from our sickly 
protagonist, Lemon. She 
breaks the fourth wall, 
welcoming the audience 
to her home—one which 
is quite reminiscent of  a 
dollhouse—and hints at 
the course of  the show, 
which is structured as a 
series of  flashbacks. 

Her opening mono-
logue introduces the 
audience to her fascina-
tion with Nazism and 
love for her Aunt Dan, 
a late friend of  her 

miserably married and 
now dead parents. When 
Lemon was 11 years old, 
Aunt Dan spent the sum-
mer with her family, with 
nightly visits to her bed-
room for indulgent stories 
about—you guessed it—
sex, politics and murder. 

The show begins with 
typical, rather ordinary 
scenes depicting the 
typical, yet damaged, 
daily life of  Lemon and 
her family. They eat 
dinner. Lemon suffers 
from an eating disorder 
which tears her parents’ 
already failing marriage 
further apart. They play 
games. The entire bunch 
slowly loses interest in 
games as each becomes 
more obsessed with 
their respective polar-
ized ideologies. Aunt 
Dan loves Kissinger. 
Lemon’s mother hates 
Kissinger. Lemon’s father, 
a business-loving utilitar-
ian cares only of  making 
money. Are the numbers 
up, or are they down? Is 
his product succeeding or 
failing?

The original, tradi-
tional structure devolves 
into a series of  hedonistic 
monologues from Aunt 
Dan railing on and on 
with her Henry Kissinger 
obsession, only to be 
interrupted by dissent 
from Lemon’s mother, 
childlike interjections of  
approval from Lemon or 
bizarre scenes crafted by 
the expectedly fantastical 
collaboration between 
Lemon’s memory and 
Dan’s storytelling.

But all of  these 
seemingly incongru-
ent components come 
together to conjecture 
that sheer individualism 
is dangerous and can 
eventually be the little 
drop of  poison that leads 
to a compassionless, 
even ruthless societal 
structure. 

If  at any point in the 
duration of  the show 
you find yourself  nod-
ding along to Lemon’s 
or Dan’s ridiculously 

amoral, self-indulgent 
monologues, you prob-
ably watched the show 
incorrectly—unless you 
resigned long ago to 
being a Nazi-apologist—
and should definitely try 
to keep your views on 
fascism to yourself. 

The show ends with 
a monologue from 
Lemon that reveals how 
everything she shared 
in flashback up to this 
point led to her adopt-
ing fascist ideology. She 

celebrates Nazism in her 
final moments on stage, 
praising its straightfor-
wardness and willingness 
to kill in pursuit of  an 
ideal way of  life. Sickly, 
Nazi-loving Lemon finds 
this attitude “refresh-
ing,” rejecting notions 
of  compassion as unreal. 
The audience is left with 
distaste and on the hunt 
for tangible notions of  
compassion and assured-
ness in a greater societal 
rejection of  fascism.



The Washington 
University softball team 
bounced back from last 
weekend’s four-game 
sweep at the hands of  
Emory University, com-
pleting a sweep of  its own 
at Greenville University 
Thursday in Greenville, Ill. 
The Red and Green won 
a pair of  nearly identical 
contests, 11-3 and 11-4, to 
extend their all-time stran-
glehold over the Panthers to 
24-1.

In the opener, the Bears 
got off  to a hot start, taking 
a 7-0 lead after three innings 

with some help from the 
Panthers. Two errors to go 
along with a walk and hit-
by-pitch allowed Wash. U. 
to push across extra runs, 
including three unearned, 
for the touchdown lead 
through three.

Senior starting pitcher 
Anna McKee, meanwhile, 
was effective enough 
throughout, firing a com-
plete game while striking 
out nine, walking two and 
allowing five hits. Head 
coach Michelle Venturella 
pushed her to 129 pitches 
even as she allowed four 
inconsequential runs late 
and allowed just the second 
home run of  her career.

In the second game, 
sophomore center fielder 
Amy Walsh got things off  
and running with her speed 
early. After legging out a soft 
comebacker to the mound, 
Walsh wreaked havoc on 
the basepaths, stealing sec-
ond base to force a throwing 
error by the Greenville 
catcher which allowed her 
to advance to third. She 
came home during the 
same at-bat on a groundout 
by junior shortstop Taylor 
Arends.

The Panthers got the run 
back right away, however, 
when the Bears got off  to a 
rough start in the field them-
selves. Senior first baseman 

Mackenzie Gauden’s error 
on the first play allowed 
a Panther to reach base 
and come around on an 
RBI double, charged as an 
unearned run to senior start-
ing pitcher Maggie Clapp.

The Red and Green didn’t 
ease up in their next chance. 
Two quick outs almost 
extinguished the frame 
before it started, but the 
Bears followed it up with 
three straight extra-base hits 
from the turn of  the order, 
with Walsh following up a 
pair of  doubles with an RBI 
triple.

While Greenville kept 
things close, adding another 
run-scoring double in the 
bottom of  the third, the 
Bears broke through in the 
fifth for five runs with a 
string of  four singles and a 
double.

Clapp’s home run issues 
continued in the sixth—
she’s allowed a home run 
in her last three appear-
ances after none up to that 
point—but it didn’t matter, 
as the Bears added three 
runs for good measure in the 
final frame. Walsh—who 
else—doubled home the 
11th and final run with her 
fourth hit of  the game. The 
seven-hit afternoon brought 
her batting average up to a 
scorching .365.

Clapp, meanwhile, was 
efficient, throwing just 81 
pitches over six innings 

before freshman reliever 
Abby Graegin finished the 
game with a perfect inning, 
the first scoreless outing of  
her career.

As a team, Wash. U. 
controlled the strike zone 
in the two games, walking 
and striking out three times 
apiece. It was the first time 
the Bears had at least as 
many walks as strikeouts 
since March.

That control may have 
contributed to the 22-run 
output. The Red and Green 
doubled the number of  
games in which they’ve 

scored in double figures, 
with the other two coming 
against ranked opponents, 
No. 16 Ithaca College and 
No. 5 Trine University.

The short series was 
Wash. U.’s final respite 
from UAA play. The Bears 
wrap up the regular season 
with 12 consecutive confer-
ence games, beginning with 
four each at Case Western 
Reserve University and 
Brandeis University through 
the end of  April and culmi-
nating with four against 
New York University in 
early May.
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Softball scores 11 back-to-back to sweep Greenville, get back on track
ROHAN GUPTA
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR
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Hera Tang takes a swing during Wash. U.’s April 6 game against Emory University. This week-
end, Tang registered a hit in the Bears’ second game victory against Greenville University

Maggie Clapp pitches against Emory University April 6. Clapp 
posted a 2.33 ERA against Greenville College this weekend.

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE

Weekend recap: Men’s, women’s tennis, golf, track all see action

It was a busy spring 
weekend for Washington 
University sports teams. 
Both tennis teams, the wom-
en’s golf  team and the track 
team all played and had 
some impressive showings.

Men’s Tennis

The No. 10 ranked men’s 
tennis team rolled into the 
weekend on a hot streak, 
having won three straight 
match-ups. They contin-
ued to impress on Friday in 
Whitewater, WI, winning 
9-0. Sophomore J. J. Kroot 
cruised to his 50th victory as 
a Bear. Athlete after athlete 
delivered great performances 
on a way to an overall domi-
nant showing. 

The Bears then played 
against the fourth ranked 
team in the nation, 
University of  Chicago. 
There were some good 
showings in singles by the 
Bears, as freshmen Benjamin 
van der Sman and Daniel 
Li won their matches. 
However, the Bears strug-
gled to overcome a sweep 
in doubles and fell 7-2. 
Sophomore Bernardo Neves 
had his streak of  16 matches 
undefeated snapped. The 
teams overall record on the 

season is now 11-7, with all 
seven of  those losses against 
ranked teams. 

The Bears round out their 
regular season next week-
end, hosting University of  
Texas-Tyler and DePauw 
University. After that, the 
Bears will travel to Florida 
for the UAA champion-
ships where they will hope 
to get one more swing at the 
Maroons and secure a bid to 
the NCAA playoffs.

Women’s 

Tennis

Against Wisconsin-
Whitewater Friday, the 

No. 12-ranked women’s 
Tennis team had an excel-
lent showing, winning five 
out of  six singles matches 
and taking the whole 
match-up, 6-3. Senior No. 
18 Grace Deering secured 
her 125th victory during 
the day. Freshman No. 17 
Ashley Lessen won her 
second match against a 
ranked opponent by defeat-
ing Whitewater’s No. 42 
Alexandra Talyansky.

The women faced No. 
10 Chicago on Saturday. 
The match was close, but 
Chicago narrowly won it, 
5-4. Chicago managed to 
win two of  three doubles 
matches. This would be the 
difference, as the teams split 

the singles matches 3-3. 
Deering defeated Chicago’s 
freshman phenom, No. 4 
Claire Handa, in singles, 
while Lessen lost to No. 14 
Majorie Antohi. The result 
of  the day left the Bears’ 
record at 9-5.

Women’s Golf

The No. 6 ranked Wash. 
U. women’s golf  team fin-
ished in fourth place overall 
at the Kathy Niepagan 
Spring Fling, hosted by 
Illinois Wesleyan. The 
Bears ended with a collec-
tive score of  65 over par 
641. No. 12 DePauw and 
No. 15 Huntington tied for 

second at 63 over par 639. 
Illinois Wesleyan won the 
tournament. 

Senior Erin Drolet led 
the team on Sunday with 
a score of  six over par 78. 
She had two birdies on 
Sunday. She finished at 
ninth overall with 158. 
Sophomore Samantha 
Haubenstock was the Bears’ 
best performer on the tour-
nament, finishing with 157 
and tying for sixth. Junior 
Hannah Jia had two birdies 
and the second-best score 
on the team during the sec-
ond day of  competition at 
80. Jia finished with a total 
score of  168. Sophomore 
Emily Carnes and fresh-
man Gigi Garcia rounded 
out the Bear’s team score 
with scores of  167 and 164, 
respectively.

Track and 

Field

The Wash. U. track and 
field team had a dominant 
showing this weekend at 
the Greenville Select on 
Saturday. The women 
scored 147.5 points, over 
40 more than the second-
place team. The men’s team 
finished at 110.5 points. 
The Red and Green totaled 
eight top finishes overall.

The men’s team had 

three of  those first-place 
finishes. Sophomore Jack 
Sebok finished first in 
Steeplechase with a time 
of  9:25.76. Sebok’s time 
was good for 13th in the 
country. In the 400-meter 
hurdles, freshman Andrew 
Whitaker placed first with 
a time of  55.09. Whitaker 
earned another first-place 
finish alongside junior 
Jason Singer, junior Eddie 
Wintergalen and freshman 
John Harry Wagner in the 
4x400 relay. The group fin-
ished the race in 3:20.35.

Senior Annalise Wagner 
placed first in the 800-meter 
with a time of  2:09.87. 
That time was her sea-
son best and the third best 
in the country. She then 
combined her efforts with 
freshman Sophie Grigaux, 
sophomore Nicky Althoff  
and sophomore Sara 
Mesiano to place first in 
the 4x400 relay with a time 
of  3:53.63. This time is the 
fourth best in the country. 
Junior Molly Shepherd 
stormed to first in the 
steeplechase with a time 
of  11:27.37. Sophomore 
Rachel Kershner finished 
first in the javelin with an 
impressive toss of  35.89 
meters. Junior Heidi 
Nassos placed first in the 
pole vault. Her 3.80-meter 
clearance was good for 
fourth in the nation.

DORIAN DEBOSE
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

J.J. Kroot hits a volley during a match last season. This weekend, Kroot went 1-1 as the Bears 
split their matchups against University of Wisconsin-Whitewater and University of Chicago.
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COURTESY OF MARY BUTKUS | WUSTL PHOTOS

Rachel Kershner concentrates as she prepares to throw the javelin during a meet last month. 
Kershner was one of several Bears take first place at the Greenville Invite this weekend.

COURTESY OF MARY BUTKUS |  WUSTL PHOTOS

Collis McKenzie clears the bar at the high jump during the Wash. U. Track and Field Invitational 
March 31. This weekend, McKenzie took third as Wash. U. won first at the Greenville Select.



“Hold my hand darling/
Pull me in your waters/
When you call my name, 
I’ll be on my way,” the 
opening lines of  “Pacific 
Love” off  of  Rainbow 
Kitten Surprise’s new 
album “How to: Friend, 
Love Freefall” ring out. 
And ring out the whole 
album does. The album 
continues Rainbow 
Kitten Surprise’s pat-
tern of  blending folk and 
Americana with elements 
of  rock and indie music. 
What results is a set of  
uniquely constructed 
albums with soulful 
lyricism, passionate vocals 
and well-complementing 
instrumentation. 

“How to: Friend, Love, 
Freefall” fits into this 
established tradition of  
musicality. In this album, 
Rainbow Kitten Surprise 
continues to evolve and 
change their music style 
while maintaining the 
core elements of  what 
always makes their music 
great. “Seven + Mary” 
was their first and most 
folky album, which com-
bined haunting melodies 
with the unique and strik-
ing voice of  lead vocalist 
Sam Melo. “RKS” fol-
lowed adding more rock 

elements to the Rainbow 
Kitten Surprise style. Now 
we see “How to: Friend, 
Love, Freefall,” which 
appears to bring more folk 
back into their style, but 
in a different fashion than 
that of  “Seven + Mary.”

“How to: Friend, Love, 
Freefall” doesn’t just 
drizzle folk in it. While 
folk dominates the sound, 
the album still contains 
elements of  rhythm and 
blues, country, rock and 
even gospel among a 
plethora of  external genre 
influences. What might 
seem to be a cacophony 
of  clashing styles settles 
together in a fantastic 
way. The song listing on 
the album brings a good 
measure of  variance to 
it while maintaining a 
general sonic theme. 

The album builds on 
the vocals established by 
Rainbow Kitten Surprise’s 
earlier albums. Melo’s 
unique voice stays at the 
center of  the Rainbow 
Kitten Surprise experi-
ence, but in this album, 
he’s not alone. While 
other Rainbow Kitten 
Surprise albums have 
occasional backup vocals, 
this album features back-
ing vocals from the voices 
of  the other band mem-
bers in every song. The 
vocals feel much more 

dynamic and layered in 
this respect. 

Change is definitely 
a core theme within the 
album, as almost every 
aspect of  the album is 
an evolution of  Rainbow 
Kitten Surprise’s previous 
work. The roots of  this 
album were laid in “Seven 
+ Mary” and “RKS.” As 
different as these three 
albums are, no band other 
than Rainbow Kitten 
Surprise could have made 
them. 

The lyrical themes of  
the album continue from 
their previous works. 
There’s much about love 
and loss, as is obvious 
from the album’s title. 
“How to: Friend, Love, 
Freefall” crafts a melan-
choly yet optimistic story 
filled with hope, loss, 
love and history. Much of  
the album reflects on the 
success of  a band. The 
phrase “mission to mars,” 
which pops up in multiple 
songs, refers to the odds 
that the band faced while 
starting off. Additionally, 
the band’s subtle and not-
so-subtle religious themes 
come up more blatantly 
in this album than in their 
past releases. Although 
obvious at times, the 
religious themes are never 
heavy-handed; they serve 
to enhance, add emotion 

and illustrate much of  the 
music in the album. 

Although I personally 
don’t enjoy this album as 
much as their first two, I 
had a similar experience 
with “RKS”—it grew on 
me a bit after its release—
and I feel like the same 
might happen with this 
album. In fact, I already 
enjoy it quite a bit more 
than I did on my first 

listen.
“How to: Friend, Love, 

Freefall” occupies a space 
between change and con-
sistency. While the album 
appears quite different 
from the band’s previous 
work, it is much more of  
an evolution than a revo-
lution. The deep, layered 
sound of  Rainbow Kitten 
Surprise is featured richly 
in this album and emerges 

in new and exciting ways. 
The album is hauntingly 
beautiful and brings 
allegory into the spot-
light. “How to: Friend, 
Love, Freefall” states that 
Rainbow Kitten Surprise 
is not content to stay 
where they are and signals 
to the future a band that 
will keep innovating and 
pushing their music style 
into unexplored territory.
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‘How to: Friend, Love, Freefall’ and the constant of change
JOSH ZUCKER
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

SLEEP from page 4 

the noise with a manic 
performance. But in the 
next minute, it could be 
a slow cooling stream, 
propelling you forward 
at a deliberate pace. The 
album ends on a somber 
note, with Yorke reflect-
ing on his legacy over 
dull instrumentals. It’s an 

album that can easily be 
listened to in the middle 
of  a rainy day or in the 
dead of  night, just before 
falling asleep. 
—Dorian DeBose, Senior 
Editor

“The Disinte-

gration 
Loops I” 
by William 
Basinski

The world is 

disintegrating and so 
is your consciousness. 
Moths eating at the tapes. 
Where will you be when 
the last skyscrapers crum-
ble? Numb to it all. Fade 
into nothingness. Fade 
into nothingness. Fade 
into nothingness. Fade 
into nothingness. Fade 

into nothingness. Fade 
into nothingness, Fade 
into no hingness. Fade 
into no h ngness. Fade 
into no h n ness. Fade 
into no h n n ss. Fade into 
no h n n ss  Fade into no   
n n ss  Fade int  no   n 
n ss  Fade i t  no   n n ss  
Fade i t  no   n n  s   ade i 

t  no   n n  s   ade i t  no  
n  s   ade i t  no     
s   a e i t  no     s   a   i t  
no     s   a   i no     
s    i no     
s    i n      
s         n      s         
n        
—Ethan Jaynes, Staff  
Writer
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STAFF EDITORIAL

T
his past 
Saturday, we, 
the Wash. 
U. Graduate 

Workers Union 
(WUGWU), took action 
with Fossil Free WashU 
at ThurtenE Carnival to 
demand that Washington 
University stop its exploi-
tation of  graduate workers, 

St. Louis and the planet. 
Our University has chosen 
to invest in companies that 
are killing the planet while 
refusing to pay graduate 
workers for their work 
during the summer. These 
issues are vital as well as 
intersecting. Our commu-
nity cannot afford for one 
of  its wealthiest institu-
tions to invest millions 
of  dollars in companies 

that are polluting our air, 
damaging our health and 
destroying our planet. 
Graduate workers can-
not afford to go another 
summer living on hardly 
enough money to make 
rent while we are still 
expected to work. Even 
though we continue to 
work and produce research 
for Wash. U., we are 
expected to live without 

stable or adequate pay. In 
some cases we must con-
tinue to work and study 
without any pay at all.

We continue to take 
action because this admin-
istration has given us no 
choice. When we have 
brought these issues to 
them, they have dragged 
their feet, or refused to 
meet with us altogether. If  
our administration thinks 

they can refuse to act on 
these issues and wait for 
this current cohort of  stu-
dent activists to graduate, 
they’re wrong. Time is up 
for our administration. We 
demand that Wash. U. stop 
its exploitation, including 
toxic investments and poli-
cies. We will continue to 
take action and show them 
what workers and students 
united are capable of, 

culminating this semester 
with demonstrations at 
graduation unless they 
provide guaranteed sum-
mer funding for graduate 
workers.

Wash. U. is exploit-
ing graduate workers, St. 
Louis and the planet by 
investing in fossil fuels and 
failing to pay their gradu-
ate workers fairly and 
consistently. 

WASH. U. GRADUATE 
WORKERS UNION 

Graduate workers and students put administration on notice
OP-ED SUBMISSION

W
ashington 
University 
is a his-
toric and 

iconic campus. Our library 
recently received from 
the family of  Eric and 
Evelyn Newman an early 
copy of  the Declaration 
of  Independence, which 
will go on display this 
month in Olin Library. 
Opposite that exhibit, 
from an alumnus’ pri-
vate collection, will be 
posted an early printing 
of  the Emancipation 
Proclamation, from a 
decade when William 
Greenleaf  Eliot was presi-
dent of  the board (Recall 
his portrait in Holmes 
Lounge). Happily, a recent 
magazine article ranked 
Wash. U.’s campus as the 
very best (in terms of  envi-
ronment and amenities), 
but more importantly, our 

Oxbridge-inspired Gothic 
campus continues develop-
ing to the east (as we all 
know from parking). This 
will forever change the 
landscape of  St. Louis, at 
least in a small way.

But history and archi-
tecture without people is 
a museum. Our greatest 
resource as a University 
remains in special individ-
uals and relationships that 
affect positive change.

One special person who 
changed my life and many 
others was Dean Jim 
McLeod. He spent a ten-
ure of  37 years here as a 
German professor, John B. 
Ervin scholarship program 
director, primary colleague 
to the previous Chancellor 
Bill Danforth as well as 
the dean of  the College 
of  Arts & Sciences and 
vice chancellor for student 
affairs (the scope of  this 
role included undergradu-
ate admissions).

Dean McLeod was a 

private person and I do 
not presume to speak for 
him or want to share our 
private conversations. 
But I can share a few 
stories about what he did 
and what he was able to 
accomplish.

Before he passed away 
in 2011, a scholarship was 
endowed in his name. In 
a rare public presentation 
about his life, a slideshow 
gave his answer to the 
question, “What was your 
most important or favorite 
college experience?” His 
answer was the civil rights 
movement.

He gave orientation for 
the incoming College of  
Arts & Sciences freshmen 
in the Edison Theatre (“go 
to class, go to class, go to 
class”) the week before 
classes started. For many 
we met him first at this 
event. The magic of  the 
first month of  college may 
have affected my memory, 
but I believe that the first 

time I spoke to him, he 
knew my name before I 
introduced myself. This 
was a common theme with 
Dean McLeod—to take 
the effort to get to know 
each person. Seeing him 
months or years later, he 
could call you by name 
as if  you had just left the 
room and come back.

And when I took a 
semester off  to retool 
during sophomore year, 
he arranged for me a tutor 
through Cornerstone 
to maintain my study 
of  Mandarin (my even-
tual degree), because he 
saw me as a person of  
strengths and talents even 
when I was not at my best.

This combination of  
sense of  history, genuine 
presence and commitment 
to mastery in intellectual 
pursuit is the spirit of  
our College of  Arts & 
Sciences. And it is what 
can differentiate us from 
the “top ten” schools, 

which we may never dis-
place in endowment funds 
or US News & World 
Report rankings (we will 
still try).

We can keep this spe-
cialty by remembering 
Dean McLeod and trying 
to emulate his qualities. 
As some of  his colleagues 
have retired (but not left 
entirely), I am grateful 
to see this same spirit in 
the leadership of  Dr. Lori 
White (vice chancellor for 
student affairs) and Dean 
Jen Smith (dean of  the 
college), among others. 
Associate Vice Chancellor 
Leah Merrifield (here 22 
years) carries the torch 
with Wash. U.’s College 
Prep program for area 
high school students.

If  you take something 
away from this letter, ask 
a Wash. U. community 
member who was here 
in 2011 or before about 
Dean McLeod. I promise 
they will have their own 

special story with as much 
depth as mine. The com-
mon theme is that you left 
each meeting with Dean 
McLeod feeling inspired, 
and he and others coordi-
nated resources to give you 
even greater opportunities. 
You knew better—and 
moved closer to being—
your best self  simply by 
interacting with him.

The Ervin Scholars 
program compiled a won-
derful book of  life lessons 
from Dean McLeod called 
“Habits of  Achievement” 
that is available in the 
campus bookstore for 
ten dollars, and notably 
the late Dean McLeod’s 
wife, Mrs. Clara McLeod, 
is here as our Earth 
& Planetary Sciences 
librarian.

Zach Linneman
AB 2011 and Chair of  

the Washington University 
in St. Louis Young Alumni 
Network

Remembering Dean McLeod
ZACH LINNEMAN
CLASS OF 2011

OP-ED SUBMISSION

Trending Topics lineup still impressive despite budget cuts 

I
t can be easy for a 
newspaper editorial 
board to be like the 
two old Muppets, 

Statler and Waldorf, at the 
theater, always criticizing 
others from the comfort-
able perch on the balcony. 
And while we do our 
fair share of  criticism, 
we are more than happy 
to applaud others when 
they do a good job. And 
so, for the second year in 
a row, we are here to say 
that Student Union did an 
excellent job with choos-
ing the Trending Topics 
speakers for the upcoming 
academic year.

Next year, Trending 
Topics is planning to bring 
five speakers to campus: 
Justin Baldoni, Michelle 
Alexander, Lisa Ling, 
Vandana Shiva and Issa 
Rae. If  you are keeping 
score, that is five people 
of  color, four of  whom 

are women. This past 
year, six out of  seven 
Trending Topics speak-
ers were women, all of  
them were non-white with 
the exception of  Gina 
McCarthy. After what 
feels like endless com-
plaining about the dearth 
of  female and minority 
representation in some 
academic departments, 
onstage at WILD and 
around campus in general, 
it is reassuring to see SU 
actively trying to bring 
diverse voices to campus.

And the diversity of  
this year’s Trending 
Topics will not be merely 
in terms of  the identi-
ties of  the speakers but 
also in their backgrounds 
and the subject matter 
of  their talks. The names 
on the Trending Topics 
list run from pop culture 
figures to journalists to 
academics, with funds 

allocated to varying 
groups, ranging from 
the Association of  Black 
Students to the Executive 
Advisor for Sustainability 
to the Chinese Students 
Association. 

To briefly breakdown 
how disparate the speak-
ers will be: Baldoni is 
an actor and activist 
for healthy masculinity, 
Alexander is one of  the 
leading academic voices 
on mass incarceration, 
Ling is a prominent televi-
sion journalist, Rae is an 
actor, writer and producer 
and Shiva is a prominent 
environmental activist. 

One of  the classic 
problems of  organizing 
something like Trending 
Topics is name recogni-
tion. How can SU allocate 
funds for speakers that 
will draw the most people? 
But it is just as important 
to host good speakers as it 

is to host big names; and 
often, the big names can 
throw the budget out of  
whack. 

This year, SU man-
aged to very successfully 
navigate the $225,000 
allocated for Trending 
Topics—a $25,000 cut 
from last year. Only 
two speakers—Rae and 
Baldoni—cost $50,000 
or more, and even their 
respective fees barely 
cracked that barrier, 
with Rae commanding 
a $50,000 charge and 
Baldoni $53,000. 

Overall, the Trending 
Topics speakers will cost 
$209,000, well under the 
reduced budget. As a 
result of  this economiz-
ing, there will be two less 
speakers, yet it is still a 
commendable piece of  
budgeting, considering all 
five of  the speakers have 
different backgrounds and 

will speak on a breadth 
of  topics that are interest-
ing and important to the 
Wash. U. community. And 
while none of  the speak-
ers this year are quite 
universally known, they 
are all leaders in their 
respective fields and have 
proven lecture-circuit 
experience. 

Even with less funding, 
SU managed to secure 
speakers who will have a 
real impact for the people 
who go see them. Every 
single one of  these speak-
ers is a sure-fire hit. Each 
will add something new, 
something different and 
something that students 
will take away from 
Graham Chapel and think 
about for days to come. 
And that, of  course, is the 
whole point of  Trending 
Topics. The reason we 
always agitate for more 
diverse voices to come to 

campus is because those 
voices are so glaringly 
missing from the day-to-
day education of  most 
Wash. U. students. A 
program like Trending 
Topics is a wonderful 
opportunity to expand the 
academic horizons of  stu-
dents past the classroom 
and into the great wide 
world full of  ideas that 
don’t always make it into 
the lecture hall. 

We are happy to see that 
SU is taking full advan-
tage of  that opportunity 
with this years’ Trending 
Topics lineup. The past 
two years have proven that 
by working with student 
groups, Trending Topics 
can bring a breadth of  
solid, diverse and interest-
ing speakers to campus; 
and if  it continues along 
this trajectory, the series 
will become a vital institu-
tion at Wash. U.
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Mental illness has a branding problem
MATTHEW WALLACE
STAFF WRITER

Well, that’s not exactly correct...
TYLER SABLOFF
SENIOR FORUM EDITOR

OP-ED SUBMISSION

Y
ou have prob-
ably read 
about how 
terrible the 

school’s reporting process 
is for Title IX and that 
is unquestioningly true. 
I want to discuss for a 
minute how it hurts not 
only the people reporting 
but causes active threats to 
remain on-campus, as well 
as the failures at so many 
offices across this campus 
to stop a serial offender 
from continuing to hurt 
female students.

There is a student on this 
campus who has physically 
assaulted me and several 
other students, all female. 
For me, he sprained my 
wrist and, in a separate 
instance, choked me until 
I passed out. For others, 
he pins them down and 
thrusts against them until 

they do what he wants 
them to do (according to 
Title IX this is physical, 
not sexual assault). He 
has also sexually assaulted 
and/or raped multiple 
women. If  I know of  mul-
tiple instances, I imagine 
that there are several I 
don’t know about, but 
that is not why I am writ-
ing this today. My issue 
now is that he continues 
to do it to this day, with 
instances as frequent as 
last weekend. I gave my 
statement regarding him to 
the Washington University 
Police Department in 
early February. As of  the 
time I gave my statement, 
Washington University 
had been alerted of  mul-
tiple victims of  rape or 
attempted rape, as well as 
physical assaults by this 
individual since his first 
year. I had myself  con-
tacted several members of  

the Office of  Residential 
Life to warn them of  my 
concerns regarding this 
individual’s behavior 
months before this inci-
dent, again to no visible 
response. WUPD finally 
appeared to respond when 
this person was overheard 
planning to murder his ex 
and her current boyfriend.

A week after this event, 
I was contacted by the 
chief  of  police himself, 
telling me that they had 
taken him to Student 
Health Services for a 
mental health evaluation 
and was found to be “not 
a threat” to himself  or 
others. They passed my 
case along to the Office of  
Student Conduct.

Tuesday April 10, I 
was contacted by an 
underclassman I trust, 
telling me that he sexu-
ally assaulted her friend 
last weekend. I still had 

not heard back about my 
case from the Office of  
Student Conduct. So, I 
walked into the office 
to ask why he was able 
to do this. I was given a 
meeting where the person 
I spoke to seemed far 
more concerned about my 
emotional state than the 
fact that they have taken 
no action on a very real 
threat to students’ safety. 
He spoke to the male 
friend I brought with me 
about how best to calm 
me down.

I went into the Office of  
Student Conduct to find 
answers. How was this 
happening? I’d told them 
everything I knew months 
ago. Why is he still here, 
on campus, assaulting 
women? Why had they not 
returned my call from a 
week beforehand when I 
asked about the status of  
my case? I got no answers. 

I was just told that they 
were “familiar with this 
individual.”

There are so many 
offices on campus that 
know about him. There are 
so many offices that have 
done nothing to prevent 
a serial offender from 
continuing to hurt people. 
These offices include: 
Student Health Services, 
WUPD, Title IX and 
Student Conduct.

Yet he’s “not a threat.” 
Yet he was still able to 
sexually assault someone 
in the last week.

I’ve tried doing this the 
right way, I really have. 
But I can’t let people get 
raped because I try to go 
through the right chan-
nels. There has to be a way 
the University can keep 
students safe from known 
threats.

He’s still here and he’s 
still dangerous.

‘Not a threat’
ANONYMOUS STUDENT

B
eing in college 
means a few 
things: late 
nights studying, 

eating irresponsibly, being 
on email lists for clubs you 
don’t participate in, com-
plaining about textbook/
tuition prices and going 
to bad parties thrown by 
privileged, sexist and kind 
of  dumb guys who will-
ingly decide to only live 
with other guys. Instead 
of  those, I want to talk 
about mental health in 
college, particularly here 
at Washington University. 
The school has a poor 
infrastructure regarding 
handling mental health 
from the understaffed 
Student Health Services 
to the constant barrage 
of  mind shredding exams 
and homework, as well as 
the lack of  any semblance 
of  a work-life balance. 
Universities always say we 
should pay more attention 
to mental health and make 
sure everyone has access 
to competent services, 
but few actually take the 
initiative. Undertaking 

this massive endeavor 
involves a crucial first 
step. Is it getting more 
therapists in the work-
force to ensure everyone 
has access to someone 
who better understands 
their situation? No. Is it 
pumping more money into 
the system? Nope. The 
all-important first step is 
recognizing that mental 
health as a concept has a 
severe branding problem. 
Changing how people 
think about mental health 
seems unimportant when 
it devastates millions 
of  lives everyday, but I 
believe this is the most 
important step.

Living a modern life, 
one will undoubtedly 
hear sayings in conversa-
tion that illustrate how 
little the general pub-
lic truly knows about 
mental health. “I was so 
depressed during finals, 
but once they were over, I 
was myself  again,” “I’m 
so picky—I probably have 
OCD” or “I definitely am 
bipolar: My mood changes 
so fast”. While they seem 
harmless, these statements 
and others like them are 
incredibly disrespectful 

and damaging to those 
who suffer from mental ill-
nesses. The general public 
misbelieves that feeling 
sad, stressed, uncertain, 
angry or whatever else 
they are feeling for more 
than a day qualifies as a 
mental illness. You may 
experience strong emo-
tions that you don’t know 
how properly handle from 
time to time, but again 
this is not the same as hav-
ing a real mental illness. 
Being diagnosed with a 
chronic illness means that, 
even with treatment, some 
symptoms may never fully 
go away. It is there when 
you graduate college; 
it is there at your wed-
ding; it is there at every 
fantastic moment of  your 
life. It never goes away. 
Downplaying the serious-
ness of  mental health is 
the same as downplaying 
an illness that is more 
immediately apparent 
to others. You wouldn’t 
tell someone with cancer 
to get over it, someone 
with heart disease to pray 
on it or someone with 
Alzheimer’s that you 
went through it before but 
overcame it through sheer 

willpower. Just because 
you can’t see the disease 
does not mean it isn’t real.

There are walks for 
everything under the sun, 
especially for diseases. 
Cancer, AIDS, breast can-
cer, ALS, MS, Alzheimer’s 
disease, the list goes on. 
While there has been a 
dramatic increase in the 
attention and funding 
for mental health, they 
are commonly grouped 
together with no care for 
the differences between 
them. Someone with 
severe depression has a 
different struggle than 
someone with an anxiety 
disorder, schizophrenia, 
post-traumatic stress dis-
order or any other mental 
illness. The same illness is 
also different for each per-
son as each person’s brain 
is unique. Being aware 
of  the vast variations this 
category of  illness can 
present itself  in allows 
better understanding and 
treatment for these serious 
diseases. There should 
be a walk for depression; 
there should be fundrais-
ers for bipolar disorder; 
and there should be 
adequate support groups 

for families who lost a 
loved one to suicide. Even 
though I don’t like some 
of  the fluff  and nonsense 
around disease-based 
causes or events, they do 
bring much needed aware-
ness and money through 
fundraising efforts.

Another large roadblock 
to treating mental illness 
is how new it is to the gen-
eral public. Only recently 
has it become acceptable 
to openly discuss per-
sonal mental health issues 
without being ostracized. 
Before, you were branded 
crazy or unstable, but 
today, words such as 
brave and courageous are 
thrown around. Because it 
is a complex topic, it takes 
time for people to fully 
understand what people 
actually mean when they 
say “I have depression.” 
You and your friends may 
be able to handle this shift 
fairly easily, but older 
adults have decades of  
habits to reform. Although 
this is expected, the time 
people in decision making 
roles take to undergo this 
shift means more people 
are going to go untreated 
and potentially damage 

their lives permanently. 
There needs to be a real 
push towards forcing that 
change in more people’s 
minds, as this crisis only 
grows by the day.

I know there are mil-
lions of  things we could 
do to better help treat-
ment of  mental illnesses. I 
think any progress in any 
of  these areas is needed 
and everyone should work 
towards progress on all 
fronts. But in my opinion, 
changing how the world 
thinks, talks and interacts 
with mental health in 
their daily lives will do the 
most good. The goal is to 
associate mental illness 
with real, more physical 
manifestations instead of  
believing it is only in their 
head. Many illnesses are 
difficult to treat and feel 
like a dead end, but that 
doesn’t stop people from 
trying. Mental health 
deserves to be given 
the same attention and 
compassion other diseases 
have. So, I implore you, 
when you experience these 
serious illnesses being 
trivialized in your life, cor-
rect them, as it could save 
someone’s life. 

W
hen I was 
looking 
through 
my 

Facebook newsfeed the 
other day, I came across 
a post one of  my friends 
shared about an excerpt 
from a children’s history 
textbook. It was from the 
introduction to a chapter 
on American westward 
expansion, discussing 
the contact between the 
Native Americans and 
the European settlers. 
It stated, “When the 
European settlers arrived, 
they need land to live on. 
The First Nations peoples 
agreed to move to differ-
ent areas to make room 
for the new settlements.” 
This quote just con-
fuses me. By “The First 
Nations peoples agreed to 
move to different areas,” 
do they mean that they 
were brutally murdered 
and forced off  their land 
in an act of  near geno-
cide? Does it also say 
that Hitler politely asked 
the Jews to leave Europe 
and they happily agreed, 
flocking off  hand in hand 
to a better life?

It’s no secret that the 

U.S. school system is 
deeply flawed for many 
reasons. For this article, 
however, I would like 
to focus on this chronic 
flaw in the way we teach 
students complete and 
utter misinformation for 
no good reason. It boggles 
my mind how an aca-
demic institution can so 
blatantly teach inaccurate 
and deceptive informa-
tion about our nation’s 
past. The U.S.’s history 
is at times complicated, 
dark and horrifying. To 
misconstrue children into 
thinking that our past is 
as simple and happy-go-
lucky as it seems in that 
excerpt is a complete 
disservice to their intel-
lect, as well as society as 
a whole. Purposefully try-
ing to misconsture facts 
for the sake of  simplic-
ity is detrimental to the 
entire concept of  history 
and undermines the entire 
intent of  teaching it in 
any educational context. 

The justification I 
see for this is that our 
education system doesn’t 
believe that children can 
comprehend intricacies 
and complications beyond 
just face value. Knowing 
that past generations 
of  Americans moved 

out west to expand the 
size of  the country is 
easy, but understand-
ing the immense cost 
that expansion had on 
Native American lives is 
something we’ve deemed 
too hard for children to 
understand. The result of  
this is a misunderstanding 
of  historical phenomena 
in that actions don’t have 
tangible consequences.

Altering the facts of  
history to make them 
more palatable and under-
standable for children 
installs in them a warped 
view of  the world, affect-
ing their opinions later 
on in life. The westward 
expansion example and 
“Manifest Destiny,” as 
well as the proliferation 
of  Christopher Columbus’ 
“discovery” of  America 
without accounting for 
his brutal treatment of  
the indigenous peoples, 
serves to whitewash his-
tory and install a sense 
of  American entitlement 
into children. If  they 
grow up believing these 
misleading interpretations 
of  history, their percep-
tion of  American history 
is entwined with a deeply 
idealized American 
identity that ignores 
the horrors of  the past. 

This can lead to deeply 
nationalistic and racially 
antagonistic tendencies. 
Many vocal advocates for 
protecting the legacies of  
controversial figures such 
as Columbus and Andrew 
Jackson have come from 
the far right, President 
Donald Trump and many 
of  his supporters as a 
prime example.

If  we continue to 
instill a false perception 
of  American history in 
children, we as a society 
will never be able to fully 
grapple with our past and 
commit to repairing the 
ramifications that still 
exist today. The first step 
toward actually dealing 
with these issues and pro-
gressing as a society is to 
understand history from 
the same perspective with 
all facts and information 
considered. Picking apart 
history to make it more 
appropriate for children 
undermines progress 
from the get-go. Why do 
many in the South still 
identify strongly with 
the Confederacy while 
those in the North scratch 
their head in disbelief ? 
It’s because each side is 
looking at history from 
one side or the other, not 
both. 

D
ear readers,

Today’s 
newspaper 
includes an 

op-ed piece entitled “Not 
a threat,” written by an 
anonymous Washington 
University student. 
Student Life typically does 
not permit submissions to 
be run anonymously, but 
due to the sensitive and 
personal subject matter 
of the piece, we have 
made an exception for this 
article. It has been sub-
jected to the same level of  
scrutiny and editing as all 
other op-eds published by 
Student Life. If you have 
any questions or concerns 
about this decision, please 
do not hesitate to contact 
me at editor@studlife.
com. 

Thank you for your 
understanding and contin-
ued readership,
—Sam Seekings

CARTOON BY BRANDON WILBURN
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Perhaps Mark 
Zuckerberg predicted 
the rise of  Tinder, too. 
After all, he invented 
FaceMash, a website that 
allowed you to compare 
the physical attractive-
ness of  women for fun. 
But, of  course, Tinder is 
more than this; there is a 
purpose, an algorithm, an 
end goal to it. 

For those of  you who 
don’t know, Tinder is 
an app that allows you 
to create a profile using 

your Facebook or phone 
number in order to start 
swiping on people who 
live around you and are 
looking for some sort of  
relationship. Swiping right 
means you’re interested, 
left means pass and if  it’s 
really love at first sight, 
you can hit the Super 
Like button so they’ll be 
notified of  your “super” 
interest. Your profile 
includes a short descrip-
tion of  yourself, and you 
can even link your Spotify 
and Instagram accounts 
for a more holistic percep-
tion of  your interests. 

Depending on who you 
ask here at Washington 
University, everyone 
has their own algorithm 
to how they Tinder. A 
freshman girl who wishes 
to remain anonymous 
explained to me that she 
only looks at the colleges 
her results attend and 
swipes right on the ones 
she considers “good”. 
Others only swipe right on 
guys of  a certain height, 
which explains why so 
many men on Tinder have 
their height in their bio. 
Some of  Wash. U.’s more 
shameless Tinder users 
even purposely match 
with Fontbonne students 
to potentially get a park-
ing spot. Now, you’re 
probably thinking, “That’s 
so shallow,” but let me ask 
you this: If  you’re using 
an app that is primarily 

based on your immediate 
perception of  someone’s 
physical appearance, is 
that somehow better? 

While it is arguably 
the most popular over-
all, Tinder isn’t the only 
app of  its kind: There’s 
Bumble, Grindr and even 
an app called The League, 
which is marketed toward 
young “elite” adults 
and requires an exten-
sive application process. 
Grindr is an app similar to 
Tinder that is exclusively 
for gay men and doesn’t 
have a matching process, 
so anyone who appears on 
your phone screen is fair 
game to chat. 

Perhaps Tinder’s biggest 
competitor here at Wash. 
U. is Bumble, which was 
created by Whitney Wolfe, 
one of  the supposed co-
founders of  Tinder who 

left the company after she 
experienced online sexual 
harassment during her 
time there. Thus, what 
makes Bumble differ-
ent from Tinder is that 
women have most of  the 
control. You swipe and 
match in virtually the 
same fashion as Tinder, 
but when it comes to 
direct messaging, women 
message first and they 
have only 24 hours to do. 
In this way, Bumble is 
clearly marketed toward 
women seeking men, but 
it is possible and just as 
simple for same-sex-seek-
ing people to use the app 
as well. Make sure to snag 
a Bumble hat next time 
you’re around AEPi. 

But why use any of  
these apps as a student? 
Well, there’s a number 
of  explanations. Possibly 

out of  boredom or the 
ease of  chatting with 
someone you’re attracted 
to through a medium 
rather than face-to-face. 
I asked this question to 
a match on Tinder, who 
responded, “I kind of  
just stuck around. This 
is where I’ve met a lot of  
people, so it’s been good 
to me I guess.” While 
there is a stigma around 
having a Tinder, there is 
also an undeniable ego 
boost that accompanies 
a match notification. 
Whether it’s someone 
you’ve never seen before 
or that one person you 
always see around campus 
but don’t know their 
name, dating apps can 
grant the reassurance  
that someone else appreci-
ates the things you love 
about yourself.

‘Dating’ apps: Where social media requires social interaction
ISABELLE GILLMAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

failure be the end. Letting 
these things come out 
will separate you from 
the pack and make you a 
value to the company.

Run through your inter-
view the day before 

When the day of  the 
interview comes, you will 
run through whatever 
preparation you have. 
Some block off  the entire 
day to prepare, some have 
a routine to get them 
hyped and many others 
just walk in underpre-
pared. Whatever your 
process, be sure to run 
through it completely a 
few days before to work 
out the kinks. This is all 
about making you com-
fortable and confident 
for the stressful nature 
of  finding a job while in 
college.

Ask yourself  
why you want 

this job
Why are you applying? 

Is it for the money? Does it 
match with your passions 
in life? Is it a stepping stone 
to the place you actually 
want to be? Whatever your 
reason, know it inside and 

out. You don’t need to tell 
anyone else about your 
motives, but knowing why 
you are investing your time 
and energy in their hiring 
process will keep everything 
in perspective. Know when 
to double down and know 
when to cut ties.

GET 
EXCITED!

 
Above all, be excited and 

happy! This could be the 
start of  you doing world-
changing work, or the place 
you meet your spouse or 
the place that allows you 
to pay off  those Wash. U. 
student loans. This is the 
next major step in your life. 
Be sure enjoy the moment 
and celebrate the fact that 

someone is thinking about 
hiring you despite how 
unenjoyable college may 
have been.

For most people, college 
is temporary. It is necessary 
to transition into the next 
part of  life. No matter your 
major, school or extracur-
ricular activities, you will 
need to talk to someone in 
order to find your starting 
place out of  school, even 
to find an internship that 
will lead to that job. Being 
prepared for whatever is 
thrown your way can be 
the difference between a 
job and a career. You’ve 
suffered through years of  
college for the chance at 
making a life that you want 
to live—don’t shortchange 
yourself  by not doing 
everything possible to get it 
in the beginning.  

HEART from page 3 
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