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MAGIC KINGDOM 
“The Florida Project” 
is a heartbreak-
ing, heartwarming 
movie experience. 
(Cadenza, pg 3)

WASH. U. ON ICE 
Ice skating team 
competes at 
nationals for the
first time. 
(Sports, pg 5) VEGETABLES DONE RIGHT

(Scene, pg 6)

Students 
establish 
affinity 
group for 
women of 
color in 
Greek life 
CHALAUN LOMAX
STAFF REPORTER

Two members of  Chi Omega 
established Sisters of  Color, an 
affinity group for women of  color 
in Washington University Greek 
life organizations, in November 
2017.

Senior Drea Gonzalez and soph-
omore Olivia Williams, who serve 
as the group’s co-presidents, cre-
ated the organization to be open to 
any female-identifying woman of  
color who is a member of  a chap-
ter of  Washington University’s 
Women’s Panhellenic Association. 
While the organization was con-
ceptualized last fall, the group held 
its first general body meeting April 
1. In addition to two co-presidents, 
representatives from each sorority 
serve on the executive board, with 
the exceptions of  sororities Alpha 
Epsilon Phi and Kappa Delta.

The mission of  Sisters of  Color 
(SOC) is to advocate for and 
increase the visibility of  women of  
color within the Greek community. 
Sophomore Lizzie Franclemont, 
chapter representative for Delta 
Gamma, feels that that group 
is long overdue in addressing 
diversity issues in Washington 
University Greek life.

“I often think that women of  
color existing in Greek life isn’t 
talked about. It’s a much different 
experience than it is for people of  
color who are in fraternities than it 
is to be [in] a sorority, and the way 
that you move through spaces are 

Benjamin Akande, former presi-
dent of Westminster College in 
Fulton, Mo., was appointed by 
Chancellor Mark Wrighton as a 
senior advisor to the chancellor and 
director of Washington University’s 
new Africa initiative.

Akande has been hired to lead 
the initiative, designed to enhance 
opportunities for further academic 
engagement on the African conti-
nent. This is a priority for Wrighton, 
who notes that many faculty are 
already engaged in long-term proj-
ects across several African countries 
including Uganda, Ghana and 
Kenya. 

“[Akande] has been recruited to 
help us assess how to enhance the 
scope and impact of our engagement 
in Africa,” Wrighton wrote in a state-
ment to Student Life.

Akande is excited to be at the 
University and eager to begin his 
work with the Africa Initiative.

“To know that Washington 
University wants to be a part of that 

effort is just heartwarming for me and 
I’m excited about that,” Akande said.

During the initial stages of the 
initiative, Akande will work with 
departmental faculty and staff across 
the University with existing pro-
grammatic engagement in African 
countries. During these meetings, 
he will take inventory of what is 
already being done and will work on 
new ways for all of these programs 
to work collectively in establishing 
a strategic plan to strengthen exist-
ing programs and encouraging new 
initiatives.

Akande believes that his own 
personal experiences as well as his 
academic research in the area of eco-
nomic development of Africa, will 
help him in leading the initiative.

“As a Nigerian-born individual, 
I advocate awareness and under-
standing and appreciation for the 
opportunity as well as the challenges 
that Africa faces,” Akande said. “I 
also bring to the table almost 30 years 
as a professor, a dean of academia, 
which allows me to have an appre-
ciation and understanding of the 
value of academia and research in 

transforming society.”
Wrighton agrees that Akande’s 

professional background, which 
includes a Ph.D. in economics and 
postdoctoral studies at Harvard 
University and Oxford University, 
makes him a great fit for the position.

“Dr. Akande has rich experiences 
academically...and has a good under-
standing of what might be possible 
in connection with new partnerships 
in Africa,” Wrighton wrote. “I am 
thrilled to have recruited him, and I 
look forward to our work together.”

Although Akande will be leading 
the project, he hopes to engage as 
many Washington University stu-
dents and faculty as possible.

“This is not a one-person initia-
tive; this is going to entail many, 
many others across the University 
landscape who will join with me,” 
Akande said. “Our students are 
going to be key participants in this 
in terms of their ideas, their contri-
butions, their participation…that for 
me is probably one of the more excit-
ing parts of this job: enabling each 
student to be a part of this dynamic 
experience.”

Washington University’s annual 
ThurtenE Carnival will be held in 
its original location near Francis 
Field April 11-13 and will feature 
a visit from Food Network’s show, 
“Carnival Eats.”

The carnival will be held in the 
parking lots of  Simon Hall and the 
Athletic Complex and the paved 
portion within Francis Field and 
Olympian Way, resulting in the clo-
sure of  the Simon Hall and Athletic 
Complex parking lots. The full 
parking area will become available 
again April 17. 

Junior Mari Hattenbach, 
ThurtenE Honorary’s media rela-
tions representative, believes this 
location change will not affect the 
carnival and embodies its theme, 
“ThurtenE Through the Years: Our 

Shared History.”
“Students should expect the same 

beloved tradition [that] Wash. U. 
and St. Louis look forward to each 
year, coupled with new changes 
and exciting additions! This means 
offering the games, rides, food and 
amazing student facades the carni-
val is known for, year after year,” 
Hattenbach wrote in a statement 
to Student Life. “This year, we’ve 
placed a greater emphasis on new 
and exciting carnival food, and we 
have a lot of  delicious options in 
store.”

“Carnival Eats,” a show on 
the Food Network, will be film-
ing three student booths Saturday 
and Sunday: Sigma Nu and Alpha 
Epsilon Phi; Delta Gamma and 
Zeta Beta Tau; and Alpha Omicron 
Pi.

Melanie Berkowitz, a senior and 
chair of  the AEPhi/Sig Nu facade 

and food booth, is excited at the 
opportunity to have “Carnival 
Eats” film their stand.

“We are the only group that does 
a half  facade and a food booth 
in one. It’s definitely great to get 
nation-wide exposure and have 
our hard work be recognized by 
‘Carnival Eats.’ Our booth is going 
to be selling snow cones to the gen-
eral public and then an upgraded 
specialized snow cone for the pur-
pose of  the show,” Berkowitz wrote 
in a statement to Student Life. 

AOII will be selling edible cookie 
dough and edible cookie dough ice 
cream sandwiches, according to 
Ashley Shields, a senior and AOII’s 
ThurtenE chair.

According to senior Tess Gong, 
the ZBT/DG booth will feature a 
variety of  fried food, grilled food 
and fried desserts, including a spe-
cial deep-fried hotdog. The booth 

will also include an exhibit that fea-
tures the history of  fried food. 

“Being on TV isn’t really a huge 
deal to us, but we’re more so excited 
about working with our partner 
[ZBT], constructing the booth itself  
and being able to donate to char-
ity,” Gong wrote in a statement to 
Student Life. 

This year, ThurtenE will be 
partnering with and donating the 
carnival’s net proceeds to Join 
Hands East St. Louis, a non-
profit organization offering youth 
programming and mentoring to 
residents of  East St. Louis, Ill. Join 
Hands will also be at the carnival 
so people can learn more about 
the organization and their mission, 
according to Hattenbach. 

“We believe their mission is 
outstanding, and we’re proud 
to be joining hands with them,” 
Hattenbach wrote. 

ThurtenE to return to original location 
and feature a visit from ‘Carnival Eats’

JENNIFER RA | STUDENT LIFE

A merry-go-round, one of the rides set up in the Simon Hall parking lot for this year’s ThurtenE Carnival. The annual spring event was relocated to its 
original space in the parking lots near Simon Hall and the Athletic Center and parts of Francis Field this year due to the continuing East End construction.
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Wrighton appoints Benjamin Akande 
to be leader of new Africa initiative
DANIELLE DRAKE-FLAM
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

SEE SOC, PAGE 7

‘LITTLE BOXES’

A display outside Laboratory Sciences uses model homes to show the 21.5 
million people displaced by climate change and related events each year. 

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE



THE JOHN C . DANFORTH CENTER ON RELIGION AND POLITIC S presents

A PUBLIC EVENT IN RECOGNITION OF THE  
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH  
OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

RELIGION A S A  CON V ERS ATION S TA RTER!  
EMB R ACING K ING’S POLITIC A L PHILOSOPH Y  

OF “SOMEBODINE SS” 
 

JONATHAN WALTON, HARVARD UNIVERSIT Y PLUMMER PROFESSOR  
OF CHRISTIAN MORALS AND PUSEY MINISTER IN THE MEMORIAL CHURCH 

King’s view of the divine and humanity caused him to aff irm the human dignity of all,  
regardless of race, class, or religion. This sense of inherent dignity or “somebodiness”  

gives us a way to see certain religious commitments as consistent with modern democracy.       

LECTURE FOLLOWED BY CONVERSATION WITH  
PROFESSOR LERONE MARTIN ABOUT KING’S LEGACY 

TO RELIGION AND POLITICS TODAY

0 4|17|18 

7:0 0 – 8:30 p.m. 
G R A H A M  C H A PEL  AT  WA S H I N G TO N  U N I V ER S I T Y  I N  S T.  LO U IS 

R E U T E R S /  J O N AT H A N B A C H M A N

To RSVP or for more information  visit RAP.WUSTL.EDU or call 314.935.9345

Apartments Designed with YOU in Mind
I N S P I R I N G  C O M M U N I T Y  S P A C E S

E x p a n s i v e  S k y  L o u n g e  &  L o b b y 
D o g  Pa r k  &  R e s i d e n t  G a m e  R o o m  
R e s o r t - S t y l e  C o u r t y a r d  &  P o o l

A M A Z I N G  L O C A T I O N

S t e p s  f r o m  Fo r e s t  Pa r k
B e s t  H i g h w a y  A c c e s s  i n  S t .  L o u i s

C O V E T E D  A M E N I T I E S

H i g h - S p e e d  W i �  A c c e s s  T h r o u g h o u t  B u i l d i n g
U n d e r g r o u n d  Pa r k i n g
S t a t e - o f - t h e - A r t  F i t n e s s  C e n t e r 

A W A R D - W I N N I N G  S E R V I C E

F i v e - S t a r  P r o p e r t y  M a n a g e m e n t  Te a m
2 4 / 7  M a i n t e n a n c e  &  C o n c i e r g e

EXPERIENCE ST. LOUIS’ NEWEST APARTMENT COMMUNITY

3 1 4 . 8 3 3 . 6 1 0 0   |   W W W . E N C O R E . A P A R T M E N T S

theFLIPSIDE
EVENT CALENDAR

THURS 12
SUNNY
79/61

FRI 13
MOSTLY CLOUDY
71/61

SAT 14
PARTLY CLOUDY
64/37

SUN 15
CLOUDY
40/30
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THURSDAY 12 

Public Colloquium and Reunion of Biggs Family Residents in Classics
Anheuser-Busch Hall, Moot Courtroom, 9:00 a.m.
The colloquium on April 11, 12 and 13 features 17 leading classical scholars who have 
been Biggs Family Residents in Classics. Program online. 

John M. Olin Library – Open House of New Spaces
Olin Library, 1:00 p.m.
See the new and updated spaces at Olin Library. See the exhibits in our new galleries, use 
interactive technology in the Data Services suite, explore the collaboration and instruction 
spaces, and visit the Level A Newman Exploration Center. Includes self-guided tours, free 
snacks and prizes. 

“Telling St. Louis Stories: A Journalism Panel”
 Danforth University Center, Goldberg Formal Lounge, 7:00 p.m.
Join WashU Political Review for a panel about opinion journalism in St. Louis. Panelists 
listed online. Moderated by English Professor Michael O’Bryan.

FRIDAY 13 

Lecture: “The Intersectionality of Diversity, Inclusion and You”
Busch Hall, Room 100, 11:00 a.m.
Featuring K. Renee Horton, founder of Unapologetically Being, Inc. and the President of  
the National Society of Black Physicists. Sponsored by Deptartment of Physics. 

Spring 2018 Undergraduate Research Symposium: “What is the Undergraduate Re-
search Symposium?”
Laboratory Sciences, Room 300, 4:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
See program online: keynote address, several student presentations and poster session. 
Open to the public. Opening session in Laboratory Sciences, Room 300, followed by 
poster session in Olin Library.

SATURDAY 14 

ReUnion at Thurtene Carnival – American Unrest – Then and Now
Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge, 1:30 p.m.
Please join our guest speakers in a conversation about societal movements and how they 
have been reflected on Wash. U.’s campus and in our communities. Speakers and registra-
tion online.  (The presentation represents the view, opinion and position of the presenters 
and does not necessarily represent the view, opinion and position of Washington Univer-
sity in St. Louis.)   

One Health Fair at the Saint Louis Zoo
Zoo grounds, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
One Health is an initiative that includes human medicine, veterinary medicine and 
environmental conservation to study the interconnectedness of health for all life on our 
planet. Take our “One Path to One Health” by visiting six stations around Zoo grounds 
in Forest Park. Co-sponsors include Wash. U., WUSM, Saint Louis Zoo. 314-781-0900 or 
see link to Zoo online.

Actress and political activist 
Diane Guerrero addresses 
immigration reform
DANIELLE DRAKE-FLAM
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

Colombian actress and 
political activist, Diane 
Guerrero—known for her 
roles as Maritza Ramos 
in “Orange is the New 
Black” and Lina on “Jane 
the Virgin”—spoke to stu-
dents about immigration 
reform in Graham Chapel 
Tuesday evening.

The talk was part of  
Student Union’s Trending 
Topics speaker series and 
was sponsored by Student 
Union and the Association 
of  Latin American 
Students (ALAS).

Guerrero, whose 
parents were both undocu-
mented immigrants from 
Colombia, became aware 
of  the harsh reality that 
accompanies immigra-
tion laws at the age of  14, 
when her parents were 
deported and she was left 
to live alone in Boston. 
After the traumatic sepa-
ration from her parents, 
Guerrero continued high 
school in Boston and 
went on to study at Regis 
College where she majored 
in political science and 
communications.

“I just always thought 
that we were going to be 
OK,” Guerrero said. “I 
always just thought if  I 
continued my studies, I’d 
be OK.”

It wasn’t until she got to 
college and struggled with 
her own mental health that 
Guerrero began to take 
acting classes for “pure 
survival.”

“It was so I could give 

myself  an opportunity to 
envision myself  in these 
roles and different places 
because I was so stuck,” 
Guerrero said. “We are 
not just one thing.”

Landing her role in 
“Orange is the New Black” 
was Guerrero’s first big 
break; however, it wasn’t 
until her acting career 
really took off  and she 
began doing interviews 
that she found herself  
lying about her parents. 
That was when Guerrero 
decided that she wanted to 
make a bigger impact on 
immigration reform.

“I cared about fami-
lies being separated. I 
cared about someone in 
my position. [It was so] 
dehumanizing; and so, I 
thought that I could do 
something in the smallest 
way possible, which was to 
share my story,” Guerrero 
said. “And really, that 
turned out to be one of  
the best things that’s ever 
happened to me because it 
truly did liberate me.”

Guerrero, who has 
fielded negative comments 
in the past about being a 
Latin-American actress, 
believes that it is going 
to take a lot of  work for 
the country to overcome 
immigration stereotypes.

“People would be like, 
‘Go back to your country,’ 
but they don’t understand 
this history,” Guerrero 
said. “The fact of  the 
matter is the immigration 
system in this country is 
broken.” 

One message Guerrero 
had for college students 

was to not tie themselves 
down to one career path. 
She encouraged those in 
attendance to go out and 
find what they were really 
passionate about.

“We are not limited to 
one thing. Look inside 
yourself  and see what 
really motivates you,” 
Guerrero said.

Sophomores and mem-
bers of  ALAS Javier 
Zarazua and Nydia 
Monroy believe that 
Guerrero was an excellent 
speaker and a good fit for 
ALAS.

“I think the Association 
of  Latin American 
Students was really happy 
to finally have someone 
who kind of  represents all 
the sorts of  values that we 
cherish,” Zarazua said. 
“She’s a very big advocate 
for those who are undocu-
mented and specifically 
because of  the experiences 
she’s had. I think it was 
really important for Wash. 
U...to see that it is possible 
to be a woman of  color, 
but also very successful 
and have these struggles, 
but also be able to get 
through them.”

“I think that the amount 
of  work that [previous] 
ALAS members did to 
make sure she came to 
campus was super impact-
ful and the fact that we 
got her is just a step in the 
right direction,” Monroy 
said. “We hope to keep 
that trend going and have 
more speakers like her 
who are successful in 
representing the Latinx 
community.”
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• 1 mile from campus
• 1,2,3 bedroom apartments

• Fitness Center
• Leash Free Pet Park

• Delmar &170
• Washer/Dryer in units

• Amazing Specials & Student Incentives
• Super Pet Friendly
• Garage Parking

• 24hr-Emergency Maintenance
• Business center w/ free wifi,

printing and study rooms

MY EXPERIENCE AT THE DISTRICT HAS BEEN NO 

SHORT OF EXCEPTIONAL. THE DISTRICT PROPERTY 

MANAGERS ARE NOT ONLY INCREDIBLY RESPONSIVE 

BUT MY DOG BELLA AND I ARE BOTH GREETED 

BY NAME. IN ADDITION, ALL OF THE RESIDENTS 

I’VE ENCOUNTERED ARE GREAT, TOO. IF YOU ARE 

LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO CALL “HOME” THEN I 

WOULDN’T LOOK ANYWHERE ELSE!  

– BRITTANY A WASHU STAFF MEMBER 
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“A long rickety cause-
way over a noxious sludge 
marsh, leading to a radio-
active landfill polluted by 
toxic chemical garbage, 
that’s our destination,” 
Rex says, describing the 
journey that the main 
characters of  “Isle of  
Dogs” must take. The 
visual language of  Wes 
Anderson’s latest film is 
matched by an illuminat-
ing story, stunning visuals 
and cutting music.

Set in Japan, “Isle of  
Dogs” has generated a 
larger conversation on 
the subject of  cultural 
appropriation versus 
appreciation and, as a 
white American, my opin-
ion on this topic is not 
relevant and therefore will 
not be included.

“Isle of  Dogs” follows 
a pack of  five dogs after 
Mayor Kobayashi of  the 
fictional Megasaki City in 

a near-future Japan exiles 
all dogs of  Megasaki to 
Trash Island. The mayor’s 
ward, Atari Kobayashi, 
ends up flying to Trash 
Island to find his own dog, 
best friend and bodyguard, 
Spots. The pack of  dogs 
agree to help Atari with his 
search, despite grumblings 
from one of  the dogs, Rex.

The film explores inter-
esting dynamics between 
the dogs and Atari. Rex, a 
stray, never had a master 
and is far more hostile 
toward Atari than his 
compatriots. The pack, 
however, votes to help 
Atari as he is the only 
human that has dared to 
find his lost dog. Rex, after 
a run-in with an old show 
dog Nutmeg, begrudg-
ingly agrees to help Atari, 
because, as she puts it, 
“he’s a 12 year old boy; 
dogs love those.”

Above all else, “Isle of  
Dogs” is a love story. It’s 
not a boy-meets-girl, boy-
meets-boy, girl-meets-girl 

or even a girl-meets-fish 
love story—“Isle of  Dogs” 
is a love story about 
companionship. While 
romantic love exists within 
the film, it takes the back-
seat to the love of  a boy 
and his dog. 

The moving force behind 
the film is Atari’s love for 
Spots. In a flashback, we 
see Atari wake up in a hos-
pital to the news that his 
parents died, that he has 
been adopted by his distant 
uncle (Mayor Kobayashi) 
and that he would have 
Spots assigned to him as a 
guard dog. In the moment 
Atari meets Spots there is 
an instant spark of  friend-
ship. Atari has no one but 
Spots and Spots has no 
one but Atari. 

This friendship drives 
Atari to steal a small plane 
and fly to the desolate 
island. This friendship 
pushes Atari to seek out 
Spots and wander Trash 
Island. The story of  “Isle 
of  Dogs” is the story of  a 

boy and his dog.
It’s this pure connection 

that really makes “Isle of  
Dogs” a Wes Anderson 
movie. Anderson has a 
penchant for focusing on 
the connection of  love 
more than in the tradi-
tional romantic sense. His 
films show the intimacy 
between figures that tran-
scends the love portrayed 
in grand romances. With 
Atari and Spots, there is a 
pure connection that is so 
much more than just “fall-
ing” for each other.

This sentiment is 
captured quite well in the 
song “I Won’t Hurt You” 
by The West Coast Pop 
Art Experimental Band. 
The song is soft and sweet, 
musing about dedication 
and tenderness. The song 
is a beautiful choice on 
Anderson’s part. It, like 

the rest of  the music in 
the movie, accents the 
action and enhances the 
experience of  the viewer. 
The music, like the movie 
itself, is inspired by 
Japanese culture. Most of  
the movie is set to instru-
mentals which feature 
strong, pounding drums 
pierced by whistling flutes. 
The drums and flutes seem 
to reflect the visuals of  the 
film. Heavier moments are 
scored with deep drums 
with sharp whistles, while 
lighter moments have a 
more bouncing percussion 
and wind to them.

Along with beautiful 
music comes gorgeous 
visuals. As with all of  
Anderson’s films, “Isle of  
Dogs” is a visual master-
piece: Somehow Trash 
Island looked stunning. As 
with “Fantastic Mr. Fox,” 

Anderson’s previous stop-
motion film, the figures 
are incredibly detailed, 
and the sets are beautiful. 
The attention to detail in 
the visuals of  the film is 
astounding and every min-
ute thing feels deliberate. 
Stop-motion requires infi-
nite patience on the part 
of  the people making the 
movie, and that patience 
paid off  in the aesthetics 
of  the film.

Altogether, “Isle of  
Dogs” is an artistic master-
piece. The elements of  the 
film blend together in a 
perfectly Andersonian way 
to make one of  his best 
films. The emotions are 
high, the script is well-
written and the visuals and 
audio weave together per-
fectly. Wes Anderson has 
come back to stop-motion 
in a big way.

‘Isle of Dogs’ brilliantly brings stop-motion to the silver screen
JOSH ZUCKER
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

Finding magic in a world of adversity

My heart leaps up when I 
behold
A rainbow in the sky:
So was it when my life began;
So is it now I am a man;
So be it when I shall grow old
Or let me die!
The Child is father of  the Man;
I could wish my days to be
Bound each to each by 
natural piety.
— William Wordsworth

Moonee (Brooklynn 
Prince) grabs her friend 
Jancey (Valeria Cotto) and 
takes her outside. She tells 
Jancey to close her eyes. 

She covers Jancey’s eyes 
with her hands. She takes 
down her hands and Jancey 
opens her eyes. The two of  
them look at the sky. It’s a 
rainbow. They discuss the 
pot of  gold they imagine 
waits for them at either end. 
For a few moments, direc-
tor Sean Baker just lets his 
characters look at the sky 
and wonder.

The above descrip-
tion captures just one of  
hundreds of  tiny inspired 
moments from “The Florida 
Project.” It’s a film that 
is purposefully small and 
ironically, wonderfully rich. 
Baker’s film observes the 
life of  six-year old Moonee 

who lives in a motel with 
her mother over the course 
of  a summer. Not much 
happens plot-wise; none-
theless, the film boasts a 
beautiful and heartbreaking 
story. “The Florida Project” 
evokes deep empathy and 
reflection. It is a magical 
film.

The magic starts—as the 
title suggests—in the film’s 
location: Florida. Baker 
titled his film after the 
early name of  Walt Disney 
World. Don’t let that con-
fuse you. One look at the 
trailer may force you to ask 
whether the film is not more 

PRANAYA PAHWA
STAFF WRITER
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aptly called “The Florida 
Projects.” Baker sets his film 
in a Magic Kingdom motel 
in Kissimmee, Flo., a city 
on the outskirts of  Orlando. 
Kissimmee is a community 
that was hit hard by the 
recession and never truly 
recovered. It is a city full of  
motels, abandoned condos 
and gaudy strip malls. This 
is no paradise, but that 
doesn’t mean there isn’t any 
magic.

For Moonee and her 
friends, Jancey and Scooty, 
the entire city is a play-
ground. Without care, they 
march through Kissimmee 
like kings and queens. 
Kissimmee is their Disney 
World. For them, street 
names like Seven Dwarves 
Drive and Prince Avenue 
are not bitter ironies, but 
invitations to let their imagi-
nation run wild.

Baker allows his audi-
ence to peak through these 
wistful characters’ eyes. 
He keeps the camera low 
and films the city lovingly, 
bringing out the commu-
nity’s vibrant colors and 
daily rhythms. His stylistic 
approach conjures both 
boredom and the spectrum 
of  endless possibility.

Through Moonee, Jancey, 
and Scooty, we learn 
about a full community of  
real, complicated people. 

Baker especially focuses 
on two of  them, Halley 
(Bria Vinaite)—Moonee’s 
mom—and Bobby (Willem 
Dafoe), the manager of  the 
motel.

All three of  the main 
characters, Moonee, Halley 
and Bobby, are dynamic, 
fleshed-out and real. Baker’s 
characters contain multi-
tudes of  layers and, thus, 
are not afraid of  contradict-
ing themselves. In many 
ways, the film is a study in 
their contradictions.

Just as we contrast 
Moonee’s drab reality with 
her colorful imagination, 
we contrast her cruelty 
and rudeness with her wit 
and kindness. The film 
opens with her and her 
friends spitting on a car 
and screaming profanities. 
Later, when the children 
visit abandoned condos, 
they destroy walls, break 
glass windows and eventu-
ally, though unintentionally, 
burn down the building.

Moonee is clearly 
seriously flawed and 
destructive, but she is also 
just a kid. Moonee and her 
friends don’t grasp the con-
sequences of  their actions, 
and we can’t help but root 
for her in her more imagina-
tive and warm moments. 
She takes Jancey to a field 
of  grazing cows and calls 

it a safari. She shares her 
ice cream with her friends. 
Even though we sometimes 
disapprove of  her behavior, 
we don’t condemn her.

Her mom, Halley, isn’t 
as innocent, but in many 
ways, she is also a child. 
She cannot make ends meet 
and vents her frustration 
in petty, insolent ways. 
Moonee, in turn, adopts 
these same tendencies. And 
at times, Halley neglects 
Moonee completely. It is 
easy to point a finger at 
Halley and call her a bad 
mother, but the situation is 
more nuanced.

Halley loves her daughter 
completely. Yes, Halley will 
steal and hustle in front of  
Moonee, but she does this 
for Moonee. In the film’s 
final moments, Halley ille-
gally enters a resort for its 
complimentary breakfast. 
Halley doesn’t eat anything. 
Baker doesn’t even film her. 
This is for Moonee. We 
watch her try strawberries 
and raspberries together, 
eat cinnamon rolls and 
wonder why forks aren’t 
edible. Halley loves Moonee 
as much as any other 
mother—she just doesn’t 
always know how to show 
it. Halley is a product of  her 
surroundings; and while she 
isn’t blameless, the society 
that keeps her without 

opportunities, income or 
resources isn’t blameless 
either.

Bobby, the motel man-
ager, watches over Moonee 
and Halley. He protects the 
children when the parents 
won’t and cares for his 
residents. He just does his 
job, but we can see that his 
kindness and humanity go 

a long way. Ultimately, he 
can’t save his residents, but 
he doesn’t need to. He just 
tries and sometimes suc-
ceeds in making their lives 
a little simpler. Bobby has 
seen hundreds like Moonee 
and Halley come and go. 
If  he can maintain hope, 
maybe we should, too.

“The Florida Project” 

is a humanist masterpiece, 
written, acted and directed 
to perfection. A quiet and 
reflective film bursting with 
life. It is now available on 
Amazon Prime. Watch it 
and remember what it is 
like to be a child—what it 
is like to see a rainbow in 
the sky and have your heart 
leap with joy.
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Life’s too short to listen to all of Young the Giant
ELENA QUINONES
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

JOSH ZUCKER
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

SO, YOUNG THE GIANT, HUH?
While waiting for 

the WILD announce-
ment, I kept thinking, 
“BROCKHAMPTON, 
Vince Staples or even 
T-Pain would be cool...I 
guess.” It’s probably no 
surprise, then, that I was 
somewhat disappointed 
with the Young the Giant 
pick. I say “somewhat” 
because, you know, it’s 

not a Lil Dicky-level 
disappointment. But I 
was hoping that the Social 
Programming Board (SPB) 
would compensate for last 
semester’s bad excuse for 
hip-hop with (conveniently) 
one of  my favorite hip-hop 
artists for spring WILD. 
So after my two favorite 
artists on the survey got 
passed over for a mediocre 

indie rock band, I got pretty 
bitter. The only experience 
I have with Young the 
Giant’s music is skipping 
over “Cough Syrup” every 
time it came on the radio 
that one time they had a 
song that was (I guess?) 
popular. Maybe I’ll change 
my mind and become a 
huge fan after I listen to all 
their music. 

As someone who listened 
to Young the Giant quite 
a bit in high school, I was 
“meh” to find out that they 
were headlining WILD 
this year. While I definitely 
enjoy their music, I was 
not, and still am not, sure 
how well they would do as 
a WILD headliner. Their 

music is fairly soft and chill, 
which kind of  contradicts 
with the whole “WILD” 
thing. Mostly I was just 
disappointed that I couldn’t 
see BROCKHAMPTON 
again. And while I think 
that BROCKHAMPTON, 
or Vince Staples, or T-Pain, 
or Carly Rae Jepsen, or 

Charli XCX or a number 
of  the other artists on the 
WILD survey, might be 
better for WILD, because 
“WILD,” I do really like 
Young the Giant. All in all, 
I’m excited to feel some 
high school nostalgia when 
they come to Brookings 
Quadrangle. 

FIRST (SONG) IMPRESSIONS: “Cough Syrup”

30 MINUTES IN (A little more than half-way through “Young the Giant”)

After avoiding Young the 
Giant’s “Cough Syrup” for 
years, I’m finally listening 
to it. It’s painfully medio-
cre. “Life’s too short to 
even care at all” is the fake 
deep s--- you expect to 
see on an eighth grader’s 
Facebook wall, circa 2009. 
I actually wouldn’t be 
surprised if  this song was 
ghost-written by an eighth 
grader in 2009. Also life is 

literally the longest thing 
you experience, so what 
would be long enough to 
care about? In all seri-
ousness, I actually enjoy 
their sound. It’s nothing 
particularly unique, but it’s 
easy to groove to and that’s 
something I hypotheti-
cally like for a WILD artist 
(hypothetically because 
I’ve only been to half  a 
WILD). I wouldn’t say it’s 

bonkin’, but it sure is some-
thing. Now I need to learn 
all the lyrics to “Cough 
Syrup” so I can be one of  
the cool kids who knows 
the words when they play 
it. I’ll cringe every time 
I sing “life’s too short to 
even care at all,” but I’m 
willing to sacrifice my 
philosophical convictions 
for the sake of  some sweet, 
sweet comradery. 

“Life’s too short to even 
care at all,” the line of  
my moody teenage years, 
rings out. The sweet 
sound of  Young the Giant 
is pleasant above all else. 
It’s nice and it has a good 
beat to it. The song, while 
a bit moody, is catchy 
and picks you up in the 

beat. While I wouldn’t 
classify it as a “banger” 
per se, the song remains 
one of  my favorites and 
one that I can always put 
on. The strumming of  
the song mixes well with 
its percussion to create 
what can really only be 
described as a good song. 

Having not listened to 
“Cough Syrup” in the 
past few years, it was nice 
to put it on again. Their 
first, self-titled album is 
one that has been on my 
phone for years and one 
that while I don’t neces-
sarily listen to it often, I 
always enjoy.

My favorite song so far is 
“I Got,” which is 4:20 long. 
For some reason, I thought 
listening to their music 
would help me understand 
why they’re named Young 
the Giant. I still had no 
clue, so I scoured the 
internet for answers. The 
most helpful information 

I found was from Reddit, 
saying someone just came 
up with it because they out-
grew their original name, 
“Jakes.” The second most 
helpful information (argu-
ably more helpful) I found 
was from Yahoo Answers 
user Mapplethorpe Grey, 
who posted, “all I can tell 

you is that it’s a stupid 
band name.” I really felt 
that. They might have an 
objectively bad band name, 
but their lead singer has me 
super stoked. What they 
lose in lack of  uniqueness 
and unoriginality, they 
make up for with stellar 
lead vocals.

A little over half-way 
through their first album 
and I’m back being all 
“alternative” in middle 
school. Granted, the album 
really isn’t as moody as 
I’m making it out to be, 
I’m just reminiscing about 
my more hormonal times. 
More and more, however, 

I am reminded that this is 
not going to be a “WILD” 
WILD. While they have 
a good amount of  upbeat 
songs, their music is domi-
nated by slower music. 
The show is going to be 
pleasant, but I doubt it’ll be 
the same level as, say, Jason 
Derulo. That being said, 

I’m enjoying my romp back 
into Young the Giant a lot. 
Sure, they might not have 
the most original sound, 
but they do what they do 
quite well. The album is a 
quality debut project and 
one that made Young the 
Giant a name on the indie 
scene.

THIS IS THE POINT AT WHICH WE FOUND OUT MORRISSEY IS A YTG FAN 
“If the world has any justice, Young the Giant will own it by August” —Morrissey 

Honestly, this is just a lot to process. Jesus Christ, I honestly don’t know if  that makes me like them more or less...

WE’RE ALMOST AT THE END OF THE SECOND ALBUM
This isn’t a normal 

length for an album. Every 
song kind of  sounds the 

same. It feels like it’s been 
hours. Young the Giant is 
fine. I’m impressed at this 

point that I don’t dislike 
them more than I did at 
the start.

To be honest, I more or 
less agree with Elena here. 
“Mind Over Matter” is 

definitely Young the Giant’s 
most mediocre album, and 
while it has some quality 

tracks on it, getting through 
the almost hour-long album 
is a tad rough.

THEY MADE A NORMAL LENGTH THIRD ALBUM 

They changed up their 
sound a bit for this album, 
which I really enjoy. I’m 
hoping they perform a lot 

from this one because I 
think it’s the best. I’m glad 
this album came last in 
their discography because I 

don’t think I could’ve han-
dled listening to the other 
ones that are extremely 
repetitive at this point. 

Now this is the album 
I’ve heard the least, as it 
was released after I left my 
Young the Giant phase. 

I listened to it a hand-
ful of  times after it was 
released before moving 
on to different music and 

then once when Young the 
Giant was announced. I 
honestly like this album 
quite a lot.

FINAL THOUGHTS
I’ve had a change of  

heart. I’m not that bitter 
now about them headlining 
WILD. It’s definitely not 
going to be a banger by any 
means, but it’ll be a more 
low-key, chill vibes night. 
If  you want to get hype 

about Young the Giant but 
don’t know much about 
them (like me a few hours 
ago), check out these songs: 
“I Got,” “Apartment,” 
“Amerika,” “Silvertongue,” 
“Mind Over Matter” 
and “St. Walker.” Also, I 

learned through a Google 
search that Young the 
Giant sometimes does hip-
hop and R&B covers. So 
maybe this was really the 
non-controversial, slightly 
vanilla artist I had been 
hoping for all along. 

After going through 
Young the Giant’s three 
albums I still feel slightly 
“meh” about them as the 
WILD pick. While going 
through all the albums at 
once somewhat oversatu-
rated the band for me, I 

still enjoy their music. 
I think that Young the 
Giant was chosen mostly 
because of  their mild-
ness, but WILD will still 
be a good time. Young 
the Giant has the power 
of  nostalgia going for 

them and I’m sure many 
at this school also associ-
ate the band with their 
middle or high school 
days. They have good, 
chill music and are sure 
to put on a good, if  low-
key show.

FLORIDA from page 3 



Please join us for the

Spring 2018 Undergraduate 
Research Symposium

Friday, April 13, 2018
Opening Presentations from 4:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Laboratory Sciences 300
Poster Session from 5:00 – 6:30 p.m.

Olin Library

ALL WELCOME! 
Stop and stay for as long or as little as you like.

Visit UR.WUSTL.EDU to learn more.

All Undergraduates
All Disciplines

All Schools
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SPORTS
This has been perhaps 

my toughest year as a fan of  
sports.

There have been years 
where teams I root for are 
bad and I have to watch 
them trudge through the 
season, painfully being bat-
tered before finally crawling 
mercifully through the finish 
line. I remember watching 
the Kansas City Chiefs gain 
less than 100 yards during 
a 31-0 loss against our divi-
sional rival, the San Diego 
Chargers. And the Chargers 
weren’t even that good 
that year. For a non-sports 
analogy, this was like play-
ing monopoly and going 
bankrupt on the first turn. 
This year, the teams I loved 
weren’t bad. They weren’t 
even disappointing. They 
were just shy of  being great. 
The Chiefs, this year, won 
the division and dominated 
the first half  of  their playoff  
game against the Tennessee 
Titans before they stumbled 
and lost in the last minutes 
of  the game. The University 
of  Kansas basketball team, 
the only thing that gets KU 
fans through the miserable 
football season, made it to 
the Final Four. They were 
then promptly shellacked 
by Villanova. Even the 
bad teams I liked weren’t 
the most enjoyable level 
of  bad. The Sacramento 
Kings were mediocre this 
year, but not bad enough 
to have a good chance at 
a solid draft pick. Having 
joined the Washington 
University community this 
year, I started following the 
results of  our sports teams. 
The results of  the year fit 
with the results of  my other 
favorite teams. The Wash. 

U. women’s soccer team 
had an impressive season, 
but they exited their pursuit 
of  another championship 
earlier than expected. The 
men’s basketball team was 
expected to win the whole 
tournament. But instead 
of  watching them throttle 
a lower seed in route to a 
championship, I watched 
as their hopes were extin-
guished at the last second. 
Many occasions throughout 
the year, it has been easy to 
feel demoralized by the out-
comes. However, this year 
has been a reminder of  why 
I love following sports in the 
first place.

Very few teams win 
championships. Not all fran-
chises are the New England 
Patriots. Not all college 
teams can be the University 
of  Alabama football team. 
What all teams can do is 
try their best and give them-
selves and those who follow 
them memories that last a 
lifetime. I won’t remember 
the margin the Chiefs lost 
by in a decade, but I will 
remember how electrifying 
Tyreke Hill was for most of  
the season. Malik Newman 
single handedly outscoring 
Duke in overtime will always 
be more impactful to me 
than Villanova breaking a 
record against Kansas in the 
Final Four. I will remember 
Wash. U. basketball player 
Matt Nester hitting three 
pointers at will to match 
with Aurora University’s 
top scorers. Those glowing 
moments are going to stick 
with me far longer than the 
sting of  defeat can.

And even in defeat, there 
can be a certain beauty. 
Titans quarterback Marcus 
Mariota getting the block 
that sealed the game against 
the Chiefs, as much as it hurt 

at the time, is iconic. The 
effort he put in, the drive 
he had to finish that game 
on top is commendable. It 
is not the result exclusively 
I watch for. Its also out of  
love for the game. Now that 
time has passed, I think 
back to the last five seconds 
of  the Wash. U.-Aurora 
game not with frustration, 
but with admiration. The 
clutch shot made by the 
Bears to tie the game with 
a second left was awesome. 
The play drawn up was bril-
liant and well executed. 
The sheer euphoria on the 
face of  Wash. U players 
when the shot reached the 
bottom of  the net and the 
shrieks from the crowd that 
matched that emotion was 
powerful. But on the other 
side, when Aurora’s Marcus 
Myers caught the pass down 
the court, past the defense. 
When he leaped and let go 
of  the shot of  his life, when 
amidst the chaos he sunk the 
dagger that killed the hopes 
of  the team. The silent shock 
of  the crowd, the stunned 
pain of  the Wash. U play-
ers, all contrasted with the 
ecstasy of  Aurora: it was 
all so beautiful. It was like a 
renaissance painting, where 
in the periphery, anguish 
is plentiful, but the focus is 
still drawn to the pleasure 
and joy in the corner. Our 
team was on the wrong end 
of  those moments players 
and fans live for, but we still 
experienced it and there’s 
something meaningful in 
that.

When the next seasons 
begin, I hope that the teams 
I root for will have greater 
successes. But even if  that 
isn’t the case, I’ll still being 
the crowd: taking in the 
details and enjoying the 
games regardless.

The beauty in defeat: Takeaways from a year of losing
DORIAN DEBOSE
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

RICH SUGG | KANSAS CITY STAR

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE

University of Kansas head basketball coach Bill Self comforts star player Devonte Graham 
after the Jayhawks’ semifinal loss to Villanova University at this year’s NCAA tournament.

Matt Nester looks to find a teammate during Wash. U.’s NCAA first round matchup with Au-
rora University. The Bears were picked by many to win a national title this year, but a buzzer-
beater by Aurora’s Marcus Myers eliminated them from the tournament in the first game. 

Polar Bears: Figure skating marches 
to Mile High City for first nationals

Twenty minutes from 
Washington University, they 
glide across the smooth ice, 
their skates cutting lines in 
the flat slab but the blades 
barely making a sound. They 
weave in and out, between 
and around, as if  sewing a 
quilt to warm the cold surface 
beneath them. I, for one, won-
der how they do not collide 
like a crowd of one too many 
passing through a turnstile.

They do this every Friday, 
with one design: Make it to 
the final Friday.

This Friday, the stakes will 
be much higher. This Friday, 
they will skate for a national 
championship.

They are the Wash. U. 
figure skating team, one of  
the University’s 40 sport 
clubs. And the next time they 
lace up, it won’t be from the 
usual 3:50 to 4:50 p.m. at 
Creve Coeur Ice Arena. No, 
this time, they’ll spend the 
weekend at the University 

of Denver competing in the 
United States Figure Skating 
Association Intercollegiate 
Championships in Colorado.

“I’m feeling hopeful,” 
cofounder and junior Regan 
Banvard said. “Our team is 
on the smaller side of teams, 
but the fact that we were 
able to qualify for nationals 
is very exciting, and I think 
that we have a good shot. We 
have a lot of great skaters on 
the team who have very fun 

ROHAN GUPTA
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR
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slam.org/sunkencities #SunkenCities

Members see it free. For ticket information, visit slam.org/sunkencities. 

NOW ON VIEW

The bust of the colossal statue of the god Hapy has been strapped with webbings before being cautiously raised 
out of the water of Aboukir Bay, Egypt; IEASM Excavations; Photo: Christoph Gerigk © Franck Goddio / 
Hilti Foundation

“…a show to move you to tears of wonder.”
-The Times, London

More than 1200 years ago, two ancient Egyptian cities  
were lost to the Mediterranean Sea.

Don’t miss this epic exhibition  
of archaeological treasures!
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Tonight at 6 p.m. in 
Graham Chapel, Leaders 
in Interpersonal Violence 
Education (LIVE), Sexual 
Harassment and Rape 
Anonymous Helpline 
(SARAH), and Student 
Union are hosting their 
annual Take Back the Night 
event. This is an event 
held here at Wash. U. that 
happens in April, Sexual 
Assault Awareness month. 
Take Back the Night events 
happen all over the coun-
try. Take Back the Night 
gives Wash. U. a survivor-
centered space for any 
sexual assault survivor in 
the Wash. U. community 
to share their stories. Take 
Back the Night is open to 
the entire Wash. U. com-
munity. This year, survivors 
were given the option to 
submit their stories anony-
mously via Google Form to 
be read, or to do an in-per-
son reading. Those who did 
not sign up online can still 
sign up in-person tonight. 
Tonight, Lindsay Fischer, a 
St. Louis survivor, advo-
cate and author, will be the 
opening speaker. Take Back 
the Night will conclude 
whenever individuals finish 
sharing their stories. 

Following Take Back 
the Night, there will be 
self-care space ran by 
Sexual Harassment and 
Rape Anonymous Helpline 
(SARAH) in Mallinckrodt 
305 (third floor of  the 
theatre building). Multiple 
self-care activities will be 
available, such as color-
ing and lists of  resources, 
and this will also serve as 
a space for students simply 
interested in debriefing or 
dialoguing post event. 

Some of  you just read 

this summary and thought 
to yourselves, “not inter-
ested” and maybe that’s fair. 
Maybe you’ve been through 
a traumatic experience in 
this demographic and can’t 
see yourself  coming out of  
this event “okay.” That’s 
okay; it’s okay. It is not 
your job as a survivor to 
share your experience. It’s 
not a rule; it’s not what you 
have to do. In this day and 
age, with so many amazing 
movements centered around 
survivors sharing their 
experiences, it might feel 
like everyone expects you to 
share, that if  you don’t share 
you’re in some way hurting 
these movements. Please 
hear this: It is not your job, 
it is not your obligation, 
to share your traumatic 
experience. It is your job 
and your obligation to make 
it to the next day, anything 
more than that is an added 
bonus. You decide what’s 
best for you whether that be 
advocacy or privacy.

People handle trauma in 
different ways. If  you’re the 
person that’s going to lead 
the brigade in empower-
ment through sharing, by 
golly, do it. Shout it from 
the rooftops, and make 
those that perpetuate this 
violence fear you and learn 
from you. If  you’re the per-
son that is going to survive 
and find peace by working 
through this experience 
privately, do that. Never feel 
obligated to share and dis-
turb that space, unless you 
think that’s what’s going 
to be best for you. Never 
feel obligated to attend an 
event that is going to send 
you back to that place of  
pain, even if  you are willing 
to share, if  you don’t feel 
comfortable doing so.

 This event is survivor-
centered, meaning that if  

this space isn’t right for 
you, then you don’t have to 
be in it, but the program-
mers are doing everything 
in their power to make this 
as comfortable for you as 
possible given the material 
being discussed. 

For those of  you who 
have not survived an experi-
ence of  sexual assault or 
abuse and find yourselves 
not interested in Take Back 
the Night, I’d like you to 
question this feeling. There 
is an overwhelming chance 
that this event matters 
deeply to someone you 
care for. There is a chance 
that an event like this may 
mean the world to you in 
the future. Sexual assault 
is a pervasive issue on this 
campus that you should 
care about. Sexual assault 
is a pervasive issue in the 
world, and you should care 
about it. I can only imagine 
that hearing these stories 
could help you understand 
this or at least understand 
why everyone seems to care 
so freaking much. 

I’m sure you’ve seen the 
flyering, and the GroupMe 
posts and the Facebook 
invites. I’m sure you liked 
the posts, or clicked “inter-
ested.” It’s the right thing 
to do: To care about other 
humans who have suffered 
or are suffering. There is 
something more you can do 
though. You can actually 
go. You can sit in a room 
full of  individuals who are 
bearing their souls; and you 
can listen, you can learn 
and you can speak. You can 
be a supporter, you can be 
an empowerer and you can 
ask for help. 

Thank you to the indi-
viduals who are choosing to 
speak at this event. Thank 

Take Back the Night: Unimaginable 
power contained in simple words

Vegetables, veggies, that 
green stuff. Whatever you 
call it, plants have a cru-
cial role in human diet and 
are critical in keeping us 
healthy. But people don’t 
eat enough of  them, why 
is that? Taste derails many 
at a young age, availability 
hinders millions who live 
in food deserts and many 
more simply don’t see 
how important they are 
in maintaining a working 
body. College students are 
especially vulnerable to 
not getting enough of  the 
green stuff  in their diet, so 
I will use today to show 
you not only how to make 
vegetables taste great, but 
also how they can improve 
your body and 
budget.  

Brussels 

Sprouts

Brussels Sprouts are 
commonly used unfairly as 
the scapegoat for unappe-
tizing vegetables. I won’t 

lie to you, I did not eat 
a single one until I was 
23, but once it happened, 
my life changed forever. 
Preheat the oven to 400 
degrees and rinse your 
Brussels sprouts. Always 
run food under cold water 
to clean off  anything that 
may still be on it from 
harvest to packaging. 
Combine some oil (any-
thing that won’t smoke 
too much) and whatever 
seasonings you desire and 
toss your sprouts in the 
mixture. Cook in the oven 
for 45 minutes, turning 
halfway to get all sides 
crispy and delicious. 

Broccoli and 

Cauliflower 
 
Are they little trees? 

How long do I have to 

cook them for? Can I sea-
son them or are they only 

healthy 
when 

they 
taste 

like study-
ing while all 

your friends at 
state schools go out 

and enjoy their week-
ends? All questions we 

have asked at some point 
about these two vegetables 
that look like half  broth-
ers. Surprise, they are the 
same species with some 
slight variation! Either 
way, these funny looking 
foods can make any pasta 
next level. Rinse them off  
and add to a pot with a 
small amount of  water. 
The goal is to steam them 
to cook completely while 
retaining that oh-so-satis-
fying crunch. Periodically 
poke them with your 
fork to check if  they have 
reached your desired 
doneness and then add to 
pasta, mac and cheese or 
any food that needs some 
color.

Spinach

First of  all, Popeye 
is a liar and a hor-
rible spokesperson 
for spinach. It should 
never come from a can 
(although when making 
chili, canned vegetables 
are a great way to 
keep it affordable and 
healthy-ish) and should 
be prepared with care. 
When cooked, spinach 
wilts until an entire bag 
shrinks to the size that 
fits in a large cup. Be 
sure to take this into con-
sideration when buying 
and deciding how you 
wish to use your spinach. 
For my tastes, I like to 
add a little oil to a pan, 

add the spinach and let it 
wilt down until it doesn’t 
shrink anymore. Add it 
to something or season 
it a little to eat it alone, 
and you’ve got a great 
source of  iron in your 
diet.

Fresh 
Green 
Beans

When I was a 
young lad, I hated 
green beans. They came 
from a can and nothing 
about them made it anything 
other than that disgusting 
green mush I was forced to 
eat. But eating them fresh is a 
whole new ball game. Either 
steamed, baked or thrown in 
a pan, fresh green beans will 
be an excellent contribution 
to your meal. No need to add 
them to an existing dish, just 
rinse, cook and season for this 
lean mean green machine.

Asparagus
 

This is the trickiest vegetable 
to cook properly. Asparagus 
is at its best when it still has 
a satisfying snap when you 
bite into it, but it will quickly 
soften if not eaten shortly after 

done cooking. Some people 
like that, but most don’t, so 
be sure to time your cooking 
to get these on the plate right 
before you eat. You can oil and 
season the asparagus before 
you cook them so these can be 
prepared before anything else 
and ignored until the end. Be 
creative with your seasonings 
to find out what combinations 
you like. Pan sear them until 
the fork check passes your test.

Your budget as a college 
student is probably tight with 
food sometimes not being the 
main priority, which causes 
less nutritious choices for the 
sake of paying rent. Bringing 
more vegetables into your diet 
will not only keep your body 
full of the vital nutrients it 
needs to perform at the highest 
levels, but it also fills your 
stomach without draining your 
wallet. I’m the last person who 
would advocate for a no meat 
or cheese diet, but something 
as simple as substituting 20 
percent of your meat with 
some leafy greens will leave 
you with more of the other 
kind of green. Being strategic 
with what you fuel your body 
with is crucial to keeping off  
the freshman 15, excelling in 
class and keeping a little extra 
cash for more fun activities.
— Matt Wallace, Staff  Columnist

Green with envy for those vegetables

KATY HUTSON
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR

SEE NIGHT, PAGE 10

ILLUSTRATIONS BY BRANDON WILBURN
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so different as a woman,” 
Franclemont said.

After meeting with 
Assistant Director of  
Fraternity and Sorority 
Life Austin Sweeney and 
several other fraternity 
and sorority representa-
tives in November 2017 
to discuss diversity issues 
in Greek life, Gonzalez 
was inspired to create a 
space for women of  color 
to connect. According to 
Gonzalez, the group was 
originally envisioned as a 
social media chat within 
Chi Omega specifically. 
However, a conversation 
with her roommate led 
Gonzalez to expand the 
scope to include other 
sororities. 

Sweeney noted 
Gonzalez and Williams’ 
dedication to making the 
Greek community more 
inclusive. 

“I think they have been 
really passionate about 
creating a much-needed 
and an important affinity 
space for our sorority com-
munity,” Sweeney said. 
“It was really inspiring 
to see them take a really 
good idea and with their 
leadership abilities opera-
tionalize it into something 
that now is a functioning 
group.”

To ensure the group’s 
longevity, Gonzalez 
sought out an underclass-
man to collaborate with. 
Gonzalez—who also 
serves as the co-president 
of  the Association of  
Latin American Students 
(ALAS)—immediately 
thought of  Williams, 
whom she recognized 
from an ALAS event 
hosted during DACA 

Week. Williams was 
eager to collaborate with 
Gonzalez, having noticed 
diversity issues in her own 
Greek life experience. 
After the two connected, 
Williams immediately 
gauged interest in form-
ing a space for women of  
color.

“The first thing I did 
was I reached out to every 
[person of  color (POC)] in 
[Chi Omega] and I asked 
them about the idea. And 
this was when it was such 
a rudimentary idea and 
we hadn’t fleshed it out,” 
Williams said. “There was 
a lot of  support for it.”

According to Williams, 
gathering both qualita-
tive and quantitative data 
formed an important foun-
dation for the group. The 
two co-presidents created 
a survey in consultation 
with the Office of  Campus 
Life and Lambda Q, an 
organization focused on 
increased visibility and 
advocacy for LGBTQIA* 
students in Greek life, 
intended to gain insight 
into the experiences of  
women of  color. 

The survey was dis-
tributed last December 
through social media, as 
well as via email to all 
Washington University 
chapters. Gonzalez and 
Williams heavily pub-
licized the survey with 
a goal of  obtaining at 
least 50 responses. After 
remaining open through 
winter break, the survey 
was closed prior to spring 
2018 recruitment. The 
survey was restricted to 
female-identifying women 
of  color who were active 
members of  a sorority at 

the time of  the survey’s 
release. 

In addition to collecting 
responses anonymously, 
the survey was closed 
to new members, as 
Gonzalez and Williams 
felt that new members 
lacked significant expe-
rience in their sororities 
to provide insightful and 
accurate feedback. An 
optional question allowed 
members to disclose 
their chapter affiliation. 
According to Williams, 
only one individual 
declined to answer this 
question. She added that 
survey respondents rep-
resented a wide array of  
sorority chapters. 

In addition to ques-
tions related to Greek 
life experiences, the sur-
vey included a link for 
individuals to express 
interest in becoming 
more involved with SOC. 
Thirty-five individuals 
indicated interest and the 
co-presidents selected 
their executive board from 
that pool. 

Senior Briana Belfiore, 
chapter representative 
for Chi Omega, felt the 
survey was long overdue 
in assessing the thoughts 
and feelings of  people of  
color in a predominantly 
white Greek system. She 
felt compelled to become 
more involved with SOC. 

“I was thinking, ‘What 
is another way that I 
can get involved my last 
semester that would be 
really meaningful for me?’ 
And I think this was one 
frontier that I hadn’t done 
as much work as I wanted 
to in. And I’m really glad 
that it’s come to fruition 

and I’m going to be able 
to be part of  the planning 
stages,” Belfiore said.  

Franclemont expressed 
interest after hearing 
about SOC from Williams. 
As Delta Gamma’s direc-
tor of  social awareness, 
Franclemont sought to 
engage with SOC in a sim-
ilar way that allowed her 
to maintain her chapter 
position. 

“I was trying to put 
myself  in roles where 
I could really impact 
change. But at the same 
time, I felt hypocriti-
cal because I was talking 
to people and trying to 
educate a predominantly 
white chapter on this 
experience, but really had 
nowhere to direct other 

women of  color. And so I 
think SOC has been really 
great in that regard,” 
Franclemont said. 

Both Williams and 
Gonzalez noted the power 
of  student-led move-
ments to affect change 
on campus. Gonzalez 
and Sweeney expressed 
excitement at the recent 
emergence of  several new 
affinity spaces for students 
of  color at Washington 
University. 

“I’m excited to see how 
Wash. U. is going to look 
next year, given that we 
now have Sisters of  Color, 
we now have Alpha Psi 
Lambda, which is the 
Latinx [co-ed] fraternity 
and...a Black House,” 
Gonzalez said. “One of  

the biggest things that 
I always heard about at 
Wash. U. is the lack of  
diversity. And while next 
year there will probably 
still be a lack of  diversity, 
now these spaces exist to 
try and give the minor-
ity percentage a space to 
advocate for themselves.” 

“I think the creation 
of  these groups provide 
critical visibility for these 
student populations in 
our Greek community 
that haven’t been there in 
the past. I think it’s criti-
cal that our community is 
always growing to be more 
inclusive, to be more rep-
resentative of  the student 
body and to be welcoming 
of  all identities,” Sweeney 
said.

SOC from page 1

Of the 69 people who answered the survey...

Have witnessed or been a target of blatant 
or microaggressive discrimination at any 
fraternity or sorority event at Wash. U.

Said they would benefit from a POC 
Panhellenic community

Considered deactivation

Knew someone who deactivated from 
their respective chapter due to lack of 
support to their cultural identity

Note: This survey was restricted to female-identifying women of color. New members 
werer not allowed to fill this out, as the organizers felt they lacked enough experience 
to answer these questions in a meaningful way.

GRAPHIC BY JOSH ZUCKER
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W
ashington 
University 
recently 
concluded 

its investigation into the 
violation by fraternity 
Alpha Epsilon Pi, listing 
out a series of  punish-
ments the members must 
complete. Among them 
are University-run mod-
ules relating to bystander 
intervention and alcohol 
awareness. While this 
punishment may seem 
well-intentioned, I have 
significant doubts about 
its actual effectiveness. 

Modules such as these, for 
all intents and purposes, are 
a complete waste of  time. 
Their format promotes little 
incentive to actually pay 
attention or learn any-
thing. Modules are dumb, 
pointless and don’t actually 
promote any semblance of  
a legitimate education. 

Every incoming fresh-
man student at Wash. U. 
is required to complete 
the “Think About It” 
module on sexual violence 
and alcohol education 
before arriving to campus. 
This program includes 
several short video clips, 
interactive scenarios and 
multiple choice questions 

on handling various situa-
tions. While this program 
includes much needed 
valuable information for 
any college student, the 
format of  the program 
does not actually promote 
retention. The video clips 
can be easily ignored by just 
pressing play and ignoring 
it by checking one’s phone 
for a minute or two. The 
multiple choice questions 
do not take any real effort 
either. The program does 
not allow you to move on 
from a question until you 
have answered it correctly. 
Because of  this, one can just 
randomly click on answers 
until they get the right one 

without actually having to 
read the question. Other 
parts of  the program require 
you to just click around on 
random characters to hear 
each of  their perspectives. 
Again, just like the videos, 
these can be easily ignored. 
Other modules I have done 
since arriving at Wash. U. 
have pretty much followed 
the same format. 

Using modules as a means 
to punish and educate 
AEPi is simply a waste of  
time and effort on the part 
of  the University. Why do 
they expect it to help this 
time? If  “Think About 
It” and the other sexual 
assault, violence, alcohol 

and drug-related modules 
didn’t teach them, why do 
they expect that another one 
will? All it would do is take 
up about a half  an hour of  
their time where they have 
to sit behind a computer and 
haphazardly click around 
until the module is finished. 
There should be no expecta-
tion that another module 
will make any improve-
ments to the student body 
nor should they assume that 
individuals will be actively 
engaged in the material. 

If  Wash. U. really wants 
to promote a legitimate 
education on sexual assault, 
violence, alcohol and drugs, 
they should institute more 

actively engaging programs 
and classes. Programs such 
as “The Date” and “Rewind 
Blurred Lines” are good 
ways to actively engage 
students in real education on 
these topics. Instituting some 
kind of  required class to 
teach and assess each indi-
vidual’s knowledge would 
be far more beneficial, as 
it would actually promote 
and enforce an education. If  
Wash. U. truly wants to pun-
ish AEPi and deter future 
similar issues from students, 
their effort to educate 
and really drill home the 
information should be more 
than just a couple clicks of  a 
mouse. 

TYLER SABLOFF
SENIOR FORUM EDITOR 

Modules are a waste of time 

STAFF EDITORIAL

Class recommendations 

I
t’s that time of  year 
again! The sun is finally 
shining, the birds are 
chirping and emails from 

Dean Jen Smith are hitting your 
inbox with reminders about 
registration. If  you’re looking for 
that one last fun class to add to 
your schedule or need to meet one 
final distribution requirement, 
the Student Life Editorial Board 
is here to help with our selection 
of  the best classes at Washington 
University. 

Beginning Hindi I

Hindi is the fourth-most 
spoken language in the 
world. It’s also one of the 
most beautiful languages in 
the world, steeped in his-
tory and culture. This class 
starts from the very basics, 
meaning you don’t need any 
previous background to take 
it or learn quickly. In this first 
introduction–which fulfills 
a language and cultural 
diversity requirement–you’ll 
mostly learn to read and 
write, which you’ll quickly 
realize is very intuitive. Plus, 
the course comes with some 
added perks: The depart-
ment will periodically host 
Bollywood movie nights with 
samosas or dinners at Indian 
restaurants! 
— Rohan Gupta, Senior Sports 
Editor

City on a Hill: 
The Concept and 

Culture of American 
Exceptionalism

Want to know why 
American politicians insist 
on describing the U.S. as the 
“best” country in the world? 
This class is great for you! 
This course, taught by Dr. 
Abram Van Engen, focuses 
on the seminal Puritan 
sermon “City on a Hill” 
and studies how the idea 
of American exceptional-
ism has changed over time. 
Students get the opportunity 
to examine political rhetoric 
by reading speeches from 
politicians ranging from 
Reagan to Trump, in addi-
tion to scholarly articles on 

the historiography of excep-
tionalism. Cross-listed in four 
departments and programs, 
this class will make you a 
more mindful member of  
American society. 
— Chalaun Lomax, Director of  
Diversity Initiatives 

Introduction to 
Speech and Hearing 

Sciences and 
Disorders

This class covers a wide 
variety of topics having to 
do with speech and hearing, 
ranging from the different 
medical and cultural models 
of Deafness to speech and 
language development. It 
has a small class size, and 
features guest lecturers 
and field trips(!) through-
out the semester. Though 
led by faculty from the 
Program in Audiology and 
Communication Sciences 
at the Medical School, it’s 
taught right here on the 
Danforth Campus. 
— Elizabeth Grossman, Copy 
Chief

Popular Music in 
American Culture 

A super fun, laid-back class 
about the progression and 
development of American 
popular music. The class cov-
ers most genres all the way 
from the mid-19th century 
to today. The class is mostly 
taught through song analysis, 
breaking down the differ-
ent components of popular 
songs. As as added bonus, the 
homework assignments are 
super fun. Ten pages of read-
ing on ’70s rock and listening 
to “Stairway to Heaven”? 
Well, OK, if  I HAVE to.  
— Tyler Sabloff, Senior Forum 
Editor 

Just Do It! Running 
for Political Office

For some inexplicable 
reason, I was obsessed with 
the idea of taking one-credit 
classes my freshman and 
sophomore year. I signed 
up for this one sophomore 

fall in part because I was 
planning to major in political 
science and in part because 
the U.S. presidential election 
was coming up. Anyway, 
this class was super cool. We 
heard from guest speakers 
who were knowledgeable 
about politics and got to 
pretend to be on a political 
campaign. Whether you’re 
a political science junkie or 
just really want to play a can-
didate, you should definitely 
give this class a go. 

— Ella Chochrek, Director of  
Special Projects

Freedom, 
Citizenship and the 
Making of American 

Culture

This class is new and 
I haven’t taken it, but 
everyone who goes to this 
University should take at 
least one small-to-midsize 
lecture-based history class 
at some point in their time 
here. They are a great way 
to get acquainted with some 
really interesting things 
that you are not taught in 
your high school history 
classes, and mostly all you 
have to do is sit back and 
listen to one of  Wash. U.’s 
excellent history lecturers 
talk. This one is a 100-level 
class, open to everyone and 
will be taught by one of  the 
department’s most popular 
professors. Even if  you think 
you have no real interest in 
learning history, give this 
class a shot. 
— Jon Lewis, Associate Editor

Introduction to 
Islamic Civilization

This class takes a really 
dense topic and makes it 
accessible and interesting. 
For any pre-med kids look-
ing for a humanities credit, 
this is a great class to fulfill 
that purpose. The assign-
ments are pretty easy and 
the professor lectures in an 
engaging style. Or take it to 
expand your understand-
ing of  Islam. Either way, be 

ready to read and discuss. 
— Elena Quinones, Senior 
Cadenza Editor

Computer-Aided 
Design

In CAD you learn all 
about engineering design. 
You learn to sketch 3-D 
figures and learn a lot about 
perspective. The majority 
of  the class is dedicated to 
learning Solidworks para-
metric modeling software. 
Although I am no longer 
a mechanical engineering 
major, I still enjoyed the 
class a lot, learned a lot and 
am planning on taking the 
second level some time in 
the future. In CAD you learn 
a lot of  useful information; 
in fact, being certified in 
Solidworks can get you a job 
by itself. If  you want to learn 
modeling software in a class 
that’s fairly low commit-
ment, I suggest taking CAD. 
— Josh Zucker, Senior Cadenza 
Editor

Problems in 
Philosophy

Philosophy can really suck 
to study. I like philosophy—
quite a bit actually—but 
when I tried to study it 
in an academic context 
elsewhere I absolutely 
hated it. Philosophers have 
a rather annoying habit of  
measuring their intelligence 
by how unintelligible they 
can make their works, and 
that can make any serious 
study of  philosophy incred-
ibly annoying. This class, 
however, introduces the 
subject and makes it clear 
that it’s not something only 
for high-minded people who 
write actual sentences like 
“enframing is the gather-
ing together that belongs to 
that setting upon which sets 
upon man and puts him in 
position to reveal the real 
in the mode of  ordering as 
standing reserve,” but some-
thing accessible, useful and 
comprehensible. 
— Sam Seekings, 
Editor-in-Chief

Programming for 
Text Analysis

This is a great class for 
anyone interested in learning 
how to acquire data from 
the web and how to use text 
programming libraries in 
their studies. Plus, this course 
assumes no previous coding 
experience, so it’s a great 
introduction to Python for 
those not familiar. 
— Jeremy Goldstein, Copy 
Chief

Earth and the 
Environment

I’m going to be real with 
you: When I was in this class 
I didn’t really like it very 
much. It was first semester 
freshman year, I was required 
to take it and at the time I 
wasn’t super into geology. 
I’m still not super into geol-
ogy, but I am grateful to have 
some basic knowledge of it 
now. The amount of times 
I’ve surprisingly been able to 
recall some obscure term for 
a rock’s geometry or thought 
about the fact that Cape Cod 
was formed by glaciers is 
borderline embarrassing, but 
cool nonetheless. 
— Aidan Strassmann, 
Managing Editor 

Poetry Writing 1

This was a class I had no 
business taking. I came from 
no poetry background, no 
formal knowledge of poetry 
concepts, and only familiar 
with one author—Rupi 
Kaur. Yet somehow it didn’t 
matter; I loved this class and 
it completely reshaped my 
future career goals. In Poetry 
Writing 1 you’ll learn about 
poetry as one would learn 
about art. Writing courses 
like this one give students the 
freedom to express all of the 
inner workings of themselves 
in a safe environment, with 
the structured guidance to 
make something beautiful. 
It’s a class shrouded in ambi-
guity, but actually containing 
so many tools to make beau-
tiful evocative things.  

— Katy Hutson, Senior Scene 
Editor

Latin America: 
Nation, Ethnicity and 

Social Conflict

Most schools in the U.S. 
have the terrible flaw of not 
teaching the history of any 
other country. Looking for 
a way to fulfill my Social 
Differentiation IQ require-
ment, I stumbled upon this 
class. It presented an obvious 
way to fulfill the massive 
hole in my knowledge of the 
world, but I was surprised 
as to how much I ended 
up loving the class. Ignacio 
Sanchez Prado (everyone 
calls him Nacho) remains my 
favorite teacher at Wash. U. 
He seems to know absolutely 
everything on the topic, but 
still manages to maintain the 
right mixture of lecture and 
class discussion. He prefers 
that each student focuses 
more on the content of the 
class than their GPA, so 
despite the masses of read-
ings he demands, he gives fair 
grades. The actual content 
of the class remains the 
most interesting thing I have 
learned in college. 
— Lauren Alley, Senior Forum 
Editor

Arabic I

Language classes, espe-
cially the ones not usually 
taken by large amounts of  
people, are fun. The classes 
have their quirks as a result of  
the reasons for people taking 
them and the material they’re 
taught from. Most of the 
people taking Arabic are really 
interested in foreign policy 
and the class accounts for that. 
After taking Arabic I, I knew 
how to say “my dad works 
for the United Nations and 
he loves the Prime Minister,” 
but I still struggle to say “I 
ate an orange.” That said, the 
class and all of its intricacies is 
great. Professor Bennis is fun 
and engaging. It’s not an easy 
class but it’s manageable. 
— Dorian DeBose, Senior 
Sports Editor
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programs and have done well 
in other competitions.”

The Bears earned their 
invitation to nationals 
by advancing from the 
Midwestern section, one 
of three conferences in 
the country. The season 
consists of three competi-
tions—November’s Bronco 
Challenge Cup held at 
Western Michigan University, 
February’s Golden Gopher 
Challenge held at the 

University of Minnesota, 
Twin Cities and March’s 
Skate on Wisconsin held at 
the University of Wisconsin.

At each competition, skat-
ers compete individually in 
events within three possible 
categories (freeskate, short 
program and solo dance) at 
various levels ranging from 
pre-preliminary to gold 
or with others in the team 
maneuvers event at a low, 
intermediate or high level. 

Each event requires specific 
jumps, spins and patterns, 
as well as strong step, edge 
and footwork techniques. 
Colleges can enter up to 30 
events, earning points by fin-
ishing in the top five in an 
event, with additional points 
available for junior and senior 
championship freeskate and 
international solo dance.

After all the points are tal-
lied, the top school receives 
five points in the sectional 

standings, the second-place 
school receives four points 
and so on. The final finisher 
to gain points is the fifth-place 
team with one.

This season, the Red and 
Green finished fifth at the 
Bronco Challenge and third 
at the Golden Gopher to reg-
ister four points—just enough 
to finish fourth in the confer-
ence. With only the top four 
teams per conference invited 
to nationals, Wash. U. booked 
its ticket for the first time in 
school history.

“We’re super excited 
because this is the start of  
something, hopefully, great,” 
freshman Alyssa Despotis 
said.

It truly is the very start for 
the team. Banvard and fellow 
junior Caitlyn Smith, who is 
currently abroad and will not 
be able to compete in nation-
als this year, founded the club 
their freshman year. In just 
two years, they’ve led the 
organization in growing from 
just four members to over 20, 
while also getting funding for 
specialized coaching.

Smith is currently abroad 
and will not be able to com-
pete in nationals this year. 
Her absence has been nota-
ble given that she has been 
a staple of the club since its 
inception.

“Obviously it was weird 
not having her,” sophomore 
treasurer Kayla Steinberg 
said. “She founded the team. 
She’s been an integral part of  
it.”

Banvard said her greatest 
takeaway from this year is 
that the group finally feels like 
one large, supporting family. 

“Our first competition a 
couple years ago was a lot of  
fun because we went there, 
there were only four of us, 
and we just didn’t know any-
thing or how competitions 
worked at all,” Banvard said. 
“But now, fast-forward to 
the last competition I went 
to, which was in February in 
Minnesota, it was just really 
fun seeing like 20 girls there, 
chanting, screaming for you 
and supporting you when you 
take the ice and just having 

the feelings of having a team. 
Because skating is such an 
individual sport and having 
a team aspect is really impor-
tant and it’s really nice when 
you step onto the ice and 
they’re like, ‘Representing 
Washington University, 
here is (insert skater’s name 
here).’”

Having limited competi-
tion experience isn’t actually 
all that unique among the 
Bears. Despotis is one of  
Wash. U.’s most experienced 
skaters but hadn’t skated 
competitively before arriv-
ing at the University. Hailing 
from St. Louis, however, she 
often interacted with the team 
while in high school

“I had been skating my 
whole life,” Despotis said. “I 
had seen a lot of the girls at 
the rink prior to coming in, 
and they were very welcom-
ing, and they said, ‘Oh, when 
you come to Wash. U. next 
year, you should join the fig-
ure skating team!’ The rest is 
history.

“I have figure skated since 
I was about three or four 
years old. I hadn’t competed, 
though, so getting to nation-
als was super exciting for 
our team and I know I loved 
being able to compete with 
them this year.”

Still, the Bears bring a 
diversity of backgrounds to 
the ice.

“All of us have experience 
from high school or before 
skating,” Steinberg said. 
“Some people thought they 
were going to quit skating 
when college came, but they 
didn’t, which is good. There 
are some people who are a lot 
more experienced than oth-
ers. There are a couple people 
who were on Team USA at 
one time or another.”

Despotis is one of a bevy of  
freshmen composing nearly 
half  of the young squad. 
That’s natural, of course, 
given the club is fairly new, 
but also represents a con-
certed effort by its veterans to 
recruit early and consistently, 
including through social 
media—one prospective stu-
dent even found the team 

through Instagram.
“For next year I’m super 

excited for the incoming 
freshmen, because I know 
there’s already girls looking 
at the team, and I’m excited 
because a lot of the team now 
is made up of current fresh-
men, so I think it’s going to 
be cool to grow and develop 
as a team over the next four 
years,” Despotis said.

Despotis added that the 
nationals appearance is about 
more than just this year. 
Having that achievement on 
the resume will help Wash. 
U.’s pedigree as a figure skat-
ing school, in turn leading to 
even more impressive future 
rookie classes.

“People started recogniz-
ing that the skating team 
exists, but I think the fact that 
we now will have a nationals 
under our belt will draw peo-
ple to the school, and draw 
people to our skate team,” 
Despotis said. “I know com-
ing in, I was looking at Miami 
[University] of Ohio because 
I knew that their team con-
sistently went to nationals. It 
was super cool, and I knew 
they were a skating school, 
but I think that Wash. U. will 
definitely start to have that 
reputation.”

Of course, maintaining 
that growth momentum is 
contingent upon the under-
classmen exhibiting the same 
energy their predecessors 
did in building the club from 
the ground up. According 
to freshman Naomi 
Ghebremichael, who is 
already at the senior freeskate 
level, that should follow from 
a natural passion for figure 
skating.

“They are so hard-work-
ing, and they put in a ton 
of work for the team, and I 
hope that as I grow older, I 
can be as involved as they are, 
because we all truly love skat-
ing and so, it really shows,” 
Ghebremichael said.

For the next four days at 
least, however, the future will 
remain the future. For now, 
the present is at hand for the 
team, and a championship is 
in reach.

JENNIFER RA | STUDENT LIFE

Freshman LIndsay Blacher prepares for a run during a practice with Wash. U.’s figure skating 
team. This year, Wash. U. will compete at the national level for the first time in school history.
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you to the individuals who 
are choosing to have some-
one else speak for them at 
this event. Thank you to the 
individuals who are choos-
ing to attend this event even 

if  they are not quite ready 
to speak and may never be. 
Thank you to the students 
who are choosing to attend 
this event as allies, as 
friends and as people who 

support, believe, advocate 
and stand with survivors 
unconditionally. Thank 
you to LIVE, SARAH, and 
Student Union for providing 
this much needed space. 
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