
Sam Fox School seniors majoring 
in fashion design will showcase their 
capstone collections in the school’s 
89th Annual Fashion Design Show 
April 15.

The show, held at Third Degree 
Glass Factory, will be directed by 
Claire Thomas-Morgan, senior lec-
turer in fashion design Sunday at 5 
p.m. Professional models will show-
case each senior’s designs, the results 
of a lengthy process of sketching, 
constructing and tailoring.

According to Haley Lundberg, 
one of the seniors presenting her 
work in the show, she and the other 
seniors have been working on the 
designs for this event for quite a 
while.

“We began the process the sum-
mer before our senior year. So, our 
instructors told us to start research-
ing, finding fabric swatches and start 
thinking about our thesis in more of  
a research kind of way,” Lundberg 
said. “They had us assemble our 
thesis like any scientific process. 
That helped us formulate and 
really solidify our approach to the 
project.”

According to Thomas-Morgan, 
the capstone collection is an oppor-
tunity for students to be involved 
with every step of the fashion design 
process.

“They get to do all the fabric 
sourcing, thinking about coming up 
with the customer and determining 
what marketplace they want to be 
in,” Thomas-Morgan said. “They’re 
really getting to do everything that 
goes into a designer label on their 
own.”

Thomas-Morgan believes that the 
seniors’ deep level of involvement 
with their projects is good practice 
for a job in fashion design in the real 
world.

“It’s almost more of what a lead 
designer or creative director at a 
company would be doing. But they 
get a little hands-on experience on 
all of it; so, when they leave they can 
really take those skills to all sorts of  
jobs,” Thomas-Morgan said.

Each collection is thematic in 
nature, and many students, includ-
ing senior Adria Duncan, rooted 
their work in personal experience.

“I chose to focus on the human 
heart because I think it’s the center 
of where we all live out of and sur-
rounds the choice we all make to 

live from a place of love or [of] fear,” 
Duncan said. “Also, my father, two 
years ago, was diagnosed with a 
heart condition, and I’ve witnessed 
him make his transformation within 
himself  and how he’s lived his life 
and relationships.”

Senior Amanda Fosnight also 
incorporated a theme into her col-
lection, drawing inspiration from 
the environment and sustainability 
to generate ideas.

“My research in college has had 
a lot to do with the environmental 
impact of the fashion industry; so, 
that for me is looking into different 
elements of sustainable design. So, 
really that’s where my collection 
started,” Fosnight said. “And then 
I drew actual, visual inspiration 
from sort of natural textures, not 
really cliche nature things, but dif-
ferent lines and things that you find 
in nature; particularly, I was looking 
at mountains and glaciers, and then 
layering in rocks for my inspiration.”

Additionally, Fosnight empha-
sized sustainability by constructing 
her pieces with natural ingredients.

“An example of a more envi-
ronmental, sustainable thing that I 
was doing was dyeing with natural 
dyes,” Fosnight said. “So, I created 

a dye textile with grapes and acorns 
and then rust, so it created a shibori 
method to dye that textile.”

Students choose themes and 
invent designs that are designed to 
draw attention and inspire creativity 
rather than be sensible.

“Runway fashion is very dif-
ferent from ready-to-wear, daily 
clothes because you need to catch 
people’s eyes, and that process has 
to be immediate,” senior Sherry 
Xu said. “For me, runway looks 
don’t have to be practical. It’s more 

about expressing yourself  and 
imagination.”

In that same vein, Duncan 
equates runway design to an art, dis-
tinguishing it from everyday wear.

“I really think fashion design is 
an art form. Yes, it’s functional, 
and we all have to wear clothes as 
a necessity, but fashion can also be 
sculptural or avant-garde or mini-
mal,” Duncan said.

Lundberg finds that the artistic 
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Timeflies takes the stage at WUStock
‘ONCE IN A WHILE’ ON THE SWAMP

JIYOON KANG | STUDENT LIFE

Cal Shapiro of indie band Timeflies reaches out into the crowd at WUStock 2018, hosted by Congress of the South 40 on the Swamp. Shapiro and 
bandmate Rob Resnick are known for their popular original songs like “Once in a While” and “Worse Things Than Love,” as well as YouTube covers.

READ MORE ABOUT WUSTOCK IN CADENZA ON PAGE 3

Washington University placed 
Alpha Epsilon Pi on a yearlong 
social probation following an inves-
tigation into possible alcohol-related 
violations, of which they were found 
guilty April 5.

AEPi members were notified of  
their sanctions Thursday evening. 
In addition to being placed on social 
probation, the fraternity will also 
meet with Campus Life, complete 
a revised risk management plan and 
attend University training modules 
on the topics of bystander interven-
tion and serving alcohol at events. 
The social probation will be in effect 
until March 1, 2019; and under it, 
the fraternity will no longer be eli-
gible to host social events inside their 
house or off campus.

Associate Vice Chancellor for 
Student Affairs Rob Wild stated that 
the AEPi chapter had multiple viola-
tions regarding alcohol.

“They were found to have violated 
on at least two different occasions 
the policies that Campus Life has 
related to social events with alco-
hol,” Wild said.

A letter sent to the fraternity’s 
president, junior Daniel Reiff, by 
the Office of Student Conduct and 
Community Standards stated:

“If the chapter is found to be in 
violation of their social probation 
or other policies during the pro-
bation period, the chapter will be 
required to meet with the Office of  
Student Conduct and Community 
Standards, and additional sanctions 
may be imposed that could include 
the University no longer recognizing 

Foreign policy expert, law profes-
sor and former State Department 
official Anne-Marie Slaughter will 
deliver the commencement address 
for the class of  2018, Chancellor 
Mark Wrighton announced at the 
senior class toast April 5.

Slaughter is also widely known 
for her 2012 Atlantic Magazine 
article “Why Women Still Can’t 
Have It All” that prompted a 
national debate on the difficulties 
surrounding the work-life balance 
for women. Current president and 
CEO of New America, a non-
profit, nonpartisan civic platform, 
Slaughter is known for her dedi-
cation to bringing about a “new 

America” in the age of  rapid tech-
nological and social change.

In 2009, Slaughter became the 
first female director of  policy plan-
ning for the State Department, 
serving under Secretary of  State 
Hillary Clinton until 2011. When 
she left the department, she 
received its highest honor, the 
Secretary’s Distinguished Service 
Award for her work in leading 
the Quadrennial Diplomacy and 
Development Review.

In addition to delivering the 
commencement address, Slaughter 
will receive an honorary doctor 
of  laws degree from Washington 
University. Slaughter received her 
bachelor’s degree from Princeton 
University in 1980 before going on 
to earn her master’s and a doctorate 

in international relations from 
Oxford University, where she was a 
Princeton M. Daniel’s Scholar, and 
her J.D. from Harvard Law School.

According to Wrighton, 
Slaughter’s international recogni-
tion as an expert on foreign policy 
issues makes her a great candidate 
to address the class of  2018.

“Anne-Marie Slaughter is an 
internationally renowned expert 
and author on issues of  foreign 
policy and national security and 
identity,” Wrighton wrote in a state-
ment. “I have no doubt that her 
message to our new graduates and 
their families will be insightful and 
inspirational.”

Slaughter, herself, is excited 
to be delivering the commence-
ment address, having retweeted 

Washington University’s The 
Source announcement on April 6 
saying, “I am hugely honored to do 
so.”

Some seniors are more excited 
than others for Slaughter’s com-
mencement speech.

“I was really excited to hear that 
we were going to have someone 
who was such a distinguished policy 
maker and with such a firm grasp 
on America’s place in the world,” 
senior Sam Klein said.“[She is] 
someone that has commented on 
the work-life balance and really 
driven the conversation...that really 
got people talking about the gender 
dynamics of  an issue that tends 
to be overlooked in the common 
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Anne-Marie Slaughter to deliver 2018 commencement address
DANIELLE DRAKE-FLAM
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

Senior designer Karalena Davis makes final touches on her project as she 
waits her turn to work with a model for the Annual Fashion Design Show. 

COURTESY OF JENNIFER SILVERBERG

Sam Fox seniors to showcase capstone collections in 89th annual fashion show
AIDEN BLINN
NEWS EDITOR

SEE AEPI, PAGE 2SEE SPEAKER, PAGE 2

SEE FASHION, PAGE 2



DANIELLE DRAKE-FLAM & OLIVIA SZYMANSKI | SENIOR NEWS EDITORS | NEWS@STUDLIFE.COM2   STUDENT LIFE MONDAY, APRIL 9, 2018

theFLIPSIDE
EVENT CALENDAR

MON 9
CLOUDY
53/34

TUES 10
PARTLY CLOUDY
52/37

WED 11
PARTLY CLOUDY
69/54

MONDAY 9 

“The Cursed Circumstance of Water All Around Us”
Women’s Building Formal Lounge, 4:00 p.m. 
Leonardo de la Caridad Padura Fuentes, Cuban novelist and journalist, will speak as part 
of a lecture series supported by the family of Felice Massie and sponsored by the Depart-
ment of Romance Languages and Literatures.

Talk: “Omne Trium Perfectum: A Three-Part Act on Creating Change to Combat 
#ChildLabor, #ForcedLabor and #HumanTrafficking”
Brown Hall Lounge, 4:30 p.m. 
Presented by Brown School alum Charita Castro, who will share her expertise as chief of  
the research and policy division at the U.S. Department of Labor’s Office of Child Labor, 
Forced Labor and Human Trafficking. Free and open to the public. Sponsored by the 
Brown School, Center for Social Development, Clark-Fox Policy Inst. and Human Traf-
ficking Collaborative Network.

Film Screening & Discussion: “We Are Brothers” (2014)
Hillman Hall, Room 60, 4:00 p.m. 
Following a screening of “We are Brothers,” there will be a question and answer discus-
sion with Korean director Jang Jin. Sponsored by East Asian Studies and Asian-Ameri-
can Studies. 

TUESDAY 10

Visiting Hurst Professor Kelly Link lectures on the craft of fiction
Duncker Hall, Hurst Lounge, Room 201, 8:00 p.m. 
Visiting Hurst Professor Kelly Link, author of the collections “Stranger Things Happen,” 
“Magic for Beginners,” “Pretty Monsters” and “Get in Trouble,” will speak on the craft 
of fiction. Sponsored by the Department of English. 

Student Solo and Chamber Music Recital
560 Music Center, 560 Trinity Ave. 63130, Pillsbury Theatre, 7:00 p.m. 
Join students as they perform student solos and a chamber music recital. Sponsored by 
the Deptartment of Music. Program online.

Seminar: “Beyond Topological Order: Fractons and Their Field Theory”
Compton Hall, Room 241, 3:00 p.m. 
Professor Kevin Slagle of the University of Toronto will speak about fractons and their 
field theory. Sponsored by the physics department. 

WEDNESDAY 11

Assembly Series – “Surrounded by Madness: A Memoir of Mental Illness and Family 
Secrets”
Wilson Hall, Room 214, 5:00 p.m. 
Noted psychologist Rachel Pruchno talks about the existing barriers that prevent people 
from receiving help that is available and discusses what she sees as the necessary steps 
toward breaking down those barriers.

Free Bike Tune-ups at the Danforth Campus
Danforth University Center, Edison Courtyard, 11:00 a.m.
As part of Active Transportation Month this April, the Office of Sustainability and 
Parking and Transportation Services sponsors free bicycle tune-ups offered by Big Shark 
Bicycles from 11:00 a.m to 2:00 p.m. 

Reunion of John and Penelope Biggs Residents in Classics: Celebration and Confer-
ence
Bryan Cave Moot Courtroom, Anheuser-Busch Hall
On April 11-13, fourteen former Biggs Residents in Classics will return for three days of  
scholarship and fellowship. The event is free and open to the public. Full schedule online. 

Washington University 
Police Department 
received accreditation 
by the Commission on 
Accreditation for Law 
Enforcement Agencies, Inc. 
following the conclusion of a 
three-year assessment process 
in March.

WUPD achieved 100 per-
cent compliance with 169 
accreditation standards, a 
rare achievement for a cam-
pus law enforcement agency, 
according to Chief of Police 
Mark Glenn.

Beginning in December 
2014, WUPD self-enrolled 
in the Commission on 
Accreditation for Law 
Enforcement Agencies, Inc.’s 
(CALEA) multi-step accredi-
tation process. However, 
Glenn noted that WUPD has 
been tailoring their policies 
to fit standards prior to their 
official engagement with the 
organization.

“The prior chief  worked 
at an agency that was accred-
ited as well. So, there was 
a knowledge of what was 
going to be required policy-
wise,” Glenn said. “We were 
already developing policies 
and ensuring that they fit 
accreditation standards well 
before we got to this point.”

WUPD further prepared 
for accreditation by hiring 
Operational Support Bureau 
Commander Kelly Nappier 
to act as accreditation 
manager. Nappier, who previ-
ously worked at Washington 
University’s School of  
Medicine, was well-versed 
in the accreditation’s policies 
and filled an opening within 
the police department.

Additionally, Glenn con-
tacted peer institutions, 
including the University of  
Missouri and the University 
of Missouri-St. Louis, to 
benchmark with other cam-
pus law enforcement agencies 
and to gain insight into the 
accreditation process.

According to Glenn, 
WUPD considered three 
associations but ultimately 
chose CALEA because of  
its specific focus on accredi-
tation. Founded in 1978, 
CALEA was created as 
a credentialing authority 
through the joint efforts 
of four major executive 
associations: International 
Association of Chiefs of  
Police (IACP); National 
Organization of Black Law 
Enforcement Executives 
(NOBLE); National Sheriffs’ 
Association (NSA); and the 
Police Executive Research 
Forum. 76 other campus 
law enforcement agencies 
around the country have 
been accredited through 
CALEA, including police 
departments at Brown 
University, the University of  
Chicago and The University 
of Pennsylvania. 

CALEA’s organizational 
focus and backing made 
the association stand out 
amongst WUPD’s other 
choices, according to Glenn. 

“They took the best of  
those four groups and fun-
neled this into best practices. 

We felt the breadth of having 
four organizations that were 
internationally known and 
have participates around for 
us really was the best mea-
sure for us and that’s what we 
were looking for. We wanted 
to be measured against the 
best,” Glenn said. 

THE ASSESSMENT 
PROCESS 

After enrolling, WUPD 
was placed in a self-assess-
ment process in which they 
tailored policies to comply 
with standards and provide 
proofs of compliance in 
preparation for the on-site 
assessment. Specifically, 
department officials ensure 
that WUPD policies match 
accreditation standards. 
Additionally, WUPD pro-
vided annual proofs in the 
form of documents, reports 
and photos that reflect uni-
formity in WUPD actions 
and policies, according to 
Nappier. 

In the addition to proofs, 
WUPD conducted an 
in-depth analysis of its proce-
dures and policies to ensure 
that they were meeting the 
needs of the department and 
of the Washington University 
community writ large. 

At the conclusion of the 
three-year process, a team 
of CALEA-trained asses-
sors visited WUPD and 
determined compliance with 
standards, viewed agency 
operations and conducted 
interviews with Washington 
University community mem-
bers. WUPD maintained 
transparency throughout the 
on-site assessment, a stance 
that made the agency stand 
out from others, according to 
Chief Glenn.

“We were completely con-
fident that our staff  knows 
their job, and they know what 
they’re doing and know the 
expectations,” Glenn said. 
“We just let them have full 
reign of the department. I 
think it goes to the quality of  
the staff  we have here as well 
as the training. They were 
completely impressed with 
our decision and our comfort 
level.”

During their on-site visit, 
CALEA assessors also held 
a public forum in which 
Washington University staff, 
faculty and students dis-
cussed their interactions with 
WUPD officers. Both Glenn 
and Nappier noted that stu-
dent participation reflects 
the partnership-based polic-
ing used on the University’s 
campus.

“Both of [the assessors] 
commented afterwards that 
they had done multiple 
assessments at colleges and 
universities and had never 
seen students show up at 
public forums. It was great 
to hear because the students 
talked about their interaction 
with the police department 
and they consistently used 
the word ‘we,’” Glenn said. 
“It’s the customer-service 
based policing that we try to 
instill here really is evident 
when they started talking to 
community members at both 
the public forum and the 

call-ins.”  
“I think it embodied kind 

of a family and a commu-
nity. We are kind of a town 
within a town. We really 
try to make it a partnership. 
I think the end goal is...
we’re one big family here 
and we don’t want any divi-
sion. The students that came 
said ‘we helped do this with 
the police.’ And they were 
excited about it. That’s the 
goal,” Nappier said. “It’s 
something that’s a joint effort. 
And it was a big highlight 
that the assessors emphasized 
in their report and that the 
commissioners were happy 
to see.”

Few WUPD poli-
cies experienced major 
changes as a result of  the 
accreditation. However, the 
department searched for 
areas of improvement, lead-
ing to the implementation 
of a Naloxone (commonly 
known as Narcan) policy. 
Narcan is an FDA-approved 
nasal spray for the emergency 
treatment of a known or sus-
pected opioid overdose.

“While we haven’t seen 
anything directly on our 
campus, we have seen it 
in the area. We just felt it 
was important…And [we] 
worked with Dr. [Tom] 
Brounk and others in 
[Student] Health Services,” 
Glenn said. “It stood out that 
we were lacking in some of  
those areas like that; so, we 
enhanced that training to 
make sure we had better offi-
cers and better services.” 

LOOKING AHEAD

Moving forward, WUPD 
will be engaged in constant 
maintenance, building on 
the foundation created by the 
accreditation process.

“Each year, a percentage of  
all the files will be audited,” 
Nappier said. “They have 
assigned roles for some of  
their staff  to come in and 
assess a quarter of the files 
each year up to the fourth 
year when the assessors will 
come back on site and do the 
interviews, the ride-alongs, 
viewing dispatch and evi-
dence and going through all 
the files. [CALEA] wanted 
to make it so that somebody 
or something wasn’t getting 
lost across several years of no 
contact.” 

 Glenn noted that WUPD 
achieved 100 percent com-
pliance while dealing with 
several on-campus incidents 
over the past three years, 
including the 2016 presi-
dential debate, city-wide 
responses to the Stockley 
verdict, and shootings on 
the Danforth, Medical and 
North Campuses. Glenn 
credits WUPD staff  for suc-
cessfully meeting standards 
and delivering high-quality 
policing. 

“They just grabbed ahold 
of accreditation and realized 
the importance of it, too,” 
Glenn said. “It’s easy coming 
up with the policies; but put-
ting [them] in place, it’s the 
great staff  we have and I’m 
proud of each one of them 
and all the work they put into 
it.”

WUPD receives accreditation, 
achieves 100 percent compliance
CHALAUN LOMAX
STAFF REPORTER

nature of fashion design 
creates a challenge because 
designers have to capture the 
audience’s attention 

“The difference in design-
ing for runway is that you’re 
thinking about the way that 
it’s going to show when you 
only have a few seconds to 
look at it,” Lundberg said. 
“You’re thinking more about 
bigger details like the way a 
fabric moves, if  it’s shiny, if  
it changes the way a person 
walks.”

Despite its unique chal-
lenges, for the seniors, the 
fashion show is a chance 
to advertise their work and 
receive useful advice.

“Fashion is also a great 
way to promote yourself, to 

promote your work and also 
to get to know new people,” 
Xu said. “A lot of people 
who are coming to the fash-
ion show are people currently 
working in the fashion indus-
try, and they can offer you a 
lot of feedback.”

According to Fosnight, 
even with only a week 
remaining until the show, she 
is still striving to perfect her 
designs before Sunday’s show.

“I want to add textural 
details. I want to do felt-
ing over my sweaters, and I 
want to add some beading... 
to add more dimension to 
it,” Fosnight said. “And then 
thinking about how I want to 
style it for the show; so, that 
would be getting jewelry, 

shoes, things like that that 
will kind of complete the 
look...and make the look uni-
fied on the runway.”

Thomas-Morgan recog-
nizes the personality of each 
collection and the hard work 
that the seniors put into their 
capstone collections.

“This year we have six 
really phenomenal seniors. 
They’ve really put some of  
their heart and soul into 
their collections,” Thomas-
Morgan said. “Each one has 
some sort of hand element—
something they’ve really 
spent a lot of time developing 
and creating from hand-dat-
ing to dying to laser cutting. 
[They] really [put] a lot of  
themselves in it.”

dialogue.”
“To be frank, as [senior 

class president], I would have 
liked to see someone that 
brought a lot of  excitement 
to the class someone that 
people would look forward 
to,” Bill Feng said. “I wasn’t 
disappointed, but it was a bit-
tersweet moment. I thought 
maybe we could get someone 
who would bring a little more 
excitement.”

Despite the lack in name 
recognition, Feng still 
believes that Slaughter will 

deliver a crowd-pleasing 
speech.

“From her resume, I think 
Anne-Marie Slaughter is 
someone who will give a 
very inspiring speech, and 
someone who has a really 
interesting perspective on this 
moment in time in America; 
so, I am looking forward to 
it,” Feng said.

Wrighton also believes that 
she will provide insight on 
the issue of  work-life balance 
and the state of  our country 
today.

“I look forward to hear-
ing her message as an astute 
observer of  the state of  
America and its future, espe-
cially as that relates to our 
concept of  family and the 
important issue of  work-life 
balance,” Wrighton added. 
“She has thought deeply and 
written widely on these con-
cerns, and our graduates will 
benefit from hearing from her 
at this key moment of  their 
lives.”

Additional reporting by Jon 
Lewis

the Chapter and the closing of  
the Alpha Epsilon Pi House.”

Director of Student 
Conduct and Community 
Standards Sheryl Mauricio 
sent a separate letter to stu-
dents involved with the 
reporting of the Feb. 22 
incident.

“We have moved through 
a very thoughtful and lengthy 
process to provide a full and 
fair investigation based on the 
reports submitted,” Mauricio 
wrote.

While the permanent sus-
pension of Phi Delta Theta 
earlier this semester fol-
lowed an eight-month-long 

investigation, the AEPi 
investigation was shorter as 
the Washington University 
Police Department decided 
that this case did not need to 
be reviewed by the St. Louis 
County Prosecutor’s Office.

“Both of the investiga-
tions were handled by the 
Washington University Police 
Department,” Wild said. 
“During the Phi Delt inves-
tigation, the findings were 
shared with the St. Louis 
County Prosecutor’s Office 
because there was a potential 
criminal violation. And in this 
case, the police department…
made the decision that there 

was not necessarily a criminal 
violation.”

Wild believes that the fra-
ternity chapters on campus do 
share the University’s interest 
in safety of all students; how-
ever, he says that updating 
and educating their chapters 
on the campus policies could 
prevent further incidents.

“My hope would be that 
all chapters familiarize them-
selves with the University’s 
policies and expectations 
surrounding events with 
alcohol,” Wild said. “We put 
those policies in place really 
to ensure the safety of all 
students.”

AEPI from page 1 

SPEAKER from page 1 

FASHION from page 1 
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If  you’ve passed through 
Brookings Quadrangle this 
past week, you probably 
noticed students rushing 
around the stage building a 
two-story set, camping out 
during the nights in a tent 
in the pit. 

All Student Theatre 
(AST) is preparing for its 
25th annual show “Noises 
Off ” on Brookings Quad, 
and—evident by the 
two-story set being built—
they’re pulling out all the 
stops.

“Noises Off ” is a three-
act British farce that shows 
what goes on behind the 
scenes of  a brilliantly cha-
otic production. It’s a play 
within a play, which is both 
incredibly meta and incred-
ibly complicated to pull 
off…Plus, they’re staging it 
outdoors. 

Once AST moves on the 
set to Brookings two weeks 
before the production 

opens, they keep at least 
two people on the set 24/7. 
After they’re done rehears-
ing and building for the day, 
they have a tent set up in 
the pit for overnight shifts.

“The weather’s not 
always great; and some-
times it’s a lot of  work, 
but it’s also a lot of  fun to 
be out here with your best 
friends just hanging out on 
the quad,” AST president 
and senior Kendall Carroll 
said.

For the cast and crew 
members, staging the pro-
duction outside is half  the 
fun and rooted in tradition. 
It all started with “Richard 
III” in 1993, and AST has 
done a show on the Quad 
every April since then. 

“Being out in the ele-
ments puts an interesting 
twist on everything, since 
most theatre work is usually 
done inside,” AST Swing 
and junior Shelby Karp 
said. “I think the fact that 
we’re outdoors puts a lot of  
restrictions and forces us to 

look at theatre from a new 
angle.”

Being outside also poses 
a technical challenge 
for building the “Noises 
Off ” set. The show is 
traditionally staged using 
a turntable, but due to 
weather and resources, 
AST’s set designers decided 
to do a different stage 
configuration than usual 
to account for the two-
sided stage. Also, they 
took on the challenge to 
build a two-story set under 
Carroll’s lead. 

“It’s a two-story set, 
which hasn’t been done 
in AST history,” Carroll 
said. “I’ve been the master 
carpenter in some form 
or another for AST since 
freshman year. So, this is a 
really cool thing to go out 
on. This is an insane set 
and definitely one of  the 
biggest I built; so, I’m really 
proud of  it.”

“Noises Off ” is a mas-
sive production in terms of  
not only set but also cast 

(26 members) and theme. 
For “Noises Off ” Director 
senior Kate Biddle, the 
show comes together as one 
huge celebration of  theatre.

“The play is really a 
celebration of  theatre, and 
it invites the audience into 
the side of  theatre that we 
all dwell in—that backstage 
rehearsal process that’s the 

bulk of  the time we spend 
working on the produc-
tion,” Biddle said. “The 
only thing the audience 
sees is the performance, 
but there’s so much more 
before and behind the 
performance that goes 
unremarked. The coolest 
thing about this show is the 
celebration of  that world 

that we mostly live in and 
kind of  the chaos and stress 
of  it all, but that’s what 
makes the end product 
worth it.”

“Noises Off ” is showing 
on Brookings stage April 12 
through April 15 at 8 p.m. 
Tickets are being sold in the 
DUC from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
this week for $5.

All Student Theatre brings laughs to Brookings with ‘Noises Off’
ELENA QUINONES
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ALL STUDENT THEATRE

I’ll paint you a picture:

The sky teases at a sun-
set, but the sun still hangs 
high—it’s been a long day 
of  activities like recov-
ering from last night’s 
shenanigans, procrastinat-
ing studying for an exam 
or stopping by the Swamp 
to join a sparse, yet pas-
sionate crowd to support 
the many student bands 
performing this year. The 
air is still nippy despite 
the shining sun over-
head, serving as a painful 
reminder that spring is 
not yet for the denizens of  
Washington University.

As 4 p.m. approaches, 
the crowd around the 
stage gets denser, and 
the mild chatter soon 
becomes intense cheer-
ing as the headline band 
takes the stage. On 
Saturday, April 7, the 
band Timeflies per-
formed at the Congress 
of  the South 40’s annual 
WUStock festival. Headed 
by Tufts University gradu-
ates Caleb Shapiro and 

Rob Resnick, Timeflies 
brought summer to an 
audience who hasn’t seen 
temperatures above 75 
degrees since before the 
resurrection of  Whispers 
Cafe.

And what a nice sum-
mer they brought—their 
music was inviting, 
friendly and un-intimi-
dating to uninitiated ears. 
In other words, they were 
easy to get into, easy to 
enjoy and easy on the 
ears.

It’s the kind of  music 
that takes you on a drive 
to meet up with your high 
school friends in June, the 
kind that plays over the 
white noise of  your car’s 
AC. This was reflected in 
the audience where people 
were simply having fun—
nodding their heads to the 
beat, swirling around on 
the grass with significant 
others, snacking on some 
delicious Vincent Van 
Doughnuts. No matter 
what they were doing, 
everyone had a smile 
on their face. Nobody 
appeared to have the need 
to “enjoy” the music more 
than anyone else there, 

and the band did their 
part to good-naturedly 
engage the audience from 
time to time.

Their music ranged 
from bouncy, rave-type 
beats to light-hearted, 
humorous rap, but it 
overall remained firmly 
in the genre of  pop. The 
band itself  has garnered 
a near-cult following on 
YouTube in particular, 
where the band uploads 
covers, remixes and, on 
Tuesdays, a series of  
videos called “Timeflies 
Tuesday,” in which they 
riff  on and modulate a 
popular song.

Their music was an 
homage to a college expe-
rience that is shared by 
many, a departure from 
narratives of  lavish life-
styles and hyper-specific 
experiences that can make 
some music seem rather 
alienating (even if  they 
are bangers).

In short: Timeflies 
served as a refreshing 
departure from, yet cel-
ebration of, the trappings 
of  almost-adult life. Truly, 
they were a welcome pres-
ence on our campus.

WUSTOCK 2018: Timeflies when you’re having fun
KOS SARFO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

PHOTOS BY JIYOON KANG | STUDENT LIFE

TOP: Student band The Snapchettes performs at WUSTOCK. The Snapchettes were one of 
three student groups to open for Timeflies. BOTTOM: Timeflies, the headlining act, performs. 



SPORTS
DORIAN DEBOSE & ROHAN GUPTA | SENIOR SPORTS EDITORS | SPORTS@STUDLIFE.COM4   STUDENT LIFE MONDAY, APRIL 9, 2018

The Washington 
University baseball and soft-
ball teams had rough outings 
this weekend as both teams 
dropped their series against 
Emory University.

On Friday evening, the 
baseball Bears kicked off  
the series against Emory. 
Senior Auggie Mense and 
sophomore Thomas Gardner 
led the team with their per-
formances, going 2-for-4 at 
the plate. Despite their per-
formances, the team wasn’t 
able to get the win. The 
Bears suffered six unforced 
errors which led to four runs 
allowed. This was the differ-
ence, as the team fell, 3-6.

Following up their effort 
on Saturday, the baseball 
team had a number of  
impressive performances, but 
once again came up short. 
Sophomore John Brinkman 
totaled three hits on the day. 
Gardner and sophomore 
John Ostrander both man-
aged two hits on the day. In 
the bottom of the eight with 
two outs, down 1-6, freshman 
Johnny LaMantia blasted 
home a Grand Slam to bring 
the score to 5-6. Emory bat-
ted in two runs in the ninth 
and this wound up being the 
difference, as the Bears fell 
6-8.

The series ended on 
Sunday with a double header. 
The Bears exploded for 11 
runs in game one. The Bears 

put pressure on Emory early 
and often, scoring in the first 
five innings. After Mense hit 
in LaMantia and Brinkman 
hit in Mense and sophomore 
AJ Dunham in the fifth, the 
Bears held a commanding 7-2 
lead. The teams exchanged 
runs for the rest of  the game, 
but Emory failed to close the 
gap and the bears triumphed, 
11-7. Despite hitting at will 
in the morning, the Bears 
were kept to four hits in the 
afternoon. The Bears fell 0-4 
in the second game. On the 
day, Mense’s presence was 
immense. He finished the day 
4-for-8 at the plate with four 
runs, two RBIs, two walks 
and two stolen bases. 

The baseball team dropped 
the series 3-1. The Bears 

leave the weekend with a 4-4 
record in conference play and 
a 15-12 record overall.

The softball team also 
kicked off  play Friday. Hits 
were scarce in game one of  
an afternoon double header. 
Senior Maggie Clapp and 
sophomore Amy Walsh each 
had a hit, but they were the 
only Bears to register hits in 
the game. On the other side, 
Emory found scoring difficult 
in the game as well, scoring 
once in the third. In a defen-
sive slog, this was enough as 
they took game one, 1-0. 

The latter game saw more 
scoring. Clapp was 2-of-3 on 
the game and scored on a 
run batted in by senior Hera 
Tang. That run gave the 
bear’s a brief  lead. Emory 

tied the game in the fifth then 
took the lead in the sixth. 
Emory didn’t look back after 
that, scoring two more runs. 
The Bears dropped game 
two, 1-4.

Saturday’s doubleheader 
also did not go the Bear’s 
way, either. A series of  errors 
allowed for Emory to gain 
five unearned runs in the 
third. Emory continued to 
dominate, scoring four more 
runs in the fourth. The Bears 
managed to notch two hits in 
the game. The game ended 
mercifully in the fifth inning. 

The second game was a 
more tightly contested affair. 
Emory scored in the second 
and third innings to give 
them a 0-2 lead. The Bears 
answered back in the third. 

Tang punctuated a 2-run 
inning with an RBI double to 
the right with two outs. The 
score remained level until 
the sixth. Emory knocked 
in a homerun to give them 
a 1-run lead. Another run in 
the seventh gave the team 2-4 
lead, where the game would 
end. 

Emory softball extended 
their winning streak to 10 
games and remains unde-
feated in UAA play. Wash. 
U fell to 6-10 on the year and 
0-4 in UAA play. 

The softball team con-
tinues their season on 
Thursday against Greenville 
University, the first of  a 
10-game road stand. Baseball 
will resume play Friday at 
Illinois-Wesleyan.

Baseball and softball struggle against Emory
DORIAN DEBOSE 
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE
LEFT: Senior Auggie Mense hits against Buena Vista College on March 4. This weekend, Mense scored four runs in the Bears’ 11-7 win at Emory University, their lone win in a four-game series. 
RGHT: Hera Tang hits a double in the third inning of the Bears’ second game against Emory Saturday afternoon. The Bears were swept by the Eagles in a four-game home series this weekend.

89-89.
The diminutive guard 

controlled the ball at 
the top of  the key, clock 
winding but time frozen. 
A screen came and the 
switch was made, isolat-
ing the confident scorer 
with the opposing star. 
Dribble, dribble, side to 
side, face to face, the right 
wing enveloped the entire 
world. The ancillary eye-
balls shined a spotlight on 
the basketball, daring it to 
rise to the occasion. Up 
the ball went, down in a 
championship arc, through 
the net at the center of  the 
universe.

Good.
The shot fell, bringing a 

dynasty with it. In one of  
basketball’s most historic, 
legendary, memorable 
scenes, a forever moment 
was painted.

If  you think I’m describ-
ing Kyrie Irving’s shot 
over Stephen Curry to win 
Game 7 of  the 2016 NBA 
Finals, you would be cor-
rect. But I’m not.

I’m describing Arike 
Ogunbowale’s shot over 
Napheesa Collier to 
advance to the national 
championship of  the 
2018 NCAA Division 
I Women’s Basketball 
Tournament.

And that wasn’t all. 
After Ogunbowale deliv-
ered the victory, Kobe 
Bryant first congratulated 
her, then dared her to fin-
ish the job. So, at the horn 
of  a 58-58 national cham-
pionship, Ogunbowale 
took the inbound, rose 
again and delivered the 
title. Bryant, he of  the 
“Mamba Mentality,” could 
not have executed great-
ness better himself.

But great moments are 
born from great opportu-
nity, and the opportunity 

couldn’t have been greater.
Ogunbowale’s Notre 

Dame University and the 
University of  Connecticut 
share one of  basketball’s 
elite rivalries, but the 
Fighting Irish entered 
the semifinal matchup 
on a seven-game losing 
streak against the Huskies, 
including two consecutive 
championship game losses 
and another Final Four 
elimination the year prior.

Still, Notre Dame is one 
of  UConn’s true, rare foes. 
Notre Dame won seven of  
the previous eight head-
to-heads, including two 
semifinals of  its own and 
three straight in a UConn 
championship season, 
twice on the Huskies’ 
home floor. The Fighting 
Irish were the only team 
to eliminate UConn from 
the playoffs from 2009 to 
2016.

But they didn’t get a ring 
out of  it. Each time, they 
lost in the final, unlike 
in 2001, when they beat 
UConn in St. Louis in 
the middle of  UConn’s 
four-titles-in-five-years 
run, then finished the 
job for its only national 
championship.

To finish the job in 
2018, to capitalize on best-
ing undefeated UConn, 
Ogunbowale and the 
Fighting Irish had to go 
through another team try-
ing to do so: Mississippi 
State University. A year 
earlier, the Bulldogs 
pulled off  one of  the 
most unbelievable upsets 
of  all time, toppling the 
Huskies on an overtime 
buzzer beater in the Final 
Four to end UConn’s 111-
game winning streak. But 
Mississippi State bowed 
to the University of  
South Carolina the next 
game, ultimately left with 
nothing to show for its 
improbable effort.

Mississippi State’s 

return to the champion-
ship set up a battle of  two 
teams that had accom-
plished one of  the era’s 
most impressive feats, 
without the representative 
hardware. And this time, 
Ogunbowale finished the 
job.

It wouldn’t have been 
the same without the 
challenge or context pre-
sented by UConn. Without 
UConn’s overwhelming 
dominance—over half  
of  the 19 championships 
this century, including 
a repeat, three-peat and 
four-peat—a champion-
ship by any other team 
remains the pinnacle 
of  the sport, but not an 
especially recognizable 
accomplishment. With an 
antagonist of  the highest 
order, every non-UConn 
title is accompanied by 
the shock of  the Cleveland 
Cavaliers beating the 73-9 
Golden State Warriors 
or the New York Giants 
beating the 18-0 New 
England Patriots, not lost 
in the routine of  annual 
competition.

Those who argue 
UConn is bad for women’s 
basketball typically assert 
that dominance is boring. 
But you’re not watching 
Notre Dame’s 87-72 regu-
lar season victory over 
Syracuse University any 
more than a less-compet-
itive 113-57 UConn win 
over Temple University. 
No, we watch for the high-
est level of  heat, for two 
behemoths to go at each 
other with everything at 
stake.

UConn raises the bar in 
the way the Warriors and 
Patriots set the standard, 
winning often and frus-
tratingly enough to act as a 
villain, a target, a Goliath. 
But more importantly, 
David emerges enough to 
feel realistic. And when it 
happens, well—the bigger 

they are, the harder they 
fall.

Above all, UConn brings 
attention to and forces 
conversation about an oth-
erwise forgotten sport. The 
WNBA attracts so little 
that its players often earn 
more overseas; UConn’s 
success at least generates 
buzz around the college 
game. It’s the Tiger Woods 

effect—a transcendent 
power single-handedly 
seizing fans who wouldn’t 
watch a minute otherwise.

That’s particularly 
important here in St. 
Louis, where the city offers 
at least two teams worth 
watching. The Washington 
University women’s bas-
ketball Bears have made 
29 consecutive Division 

III tournaments, winning 
it all as recently as 2010. 
The St. Louis Surge, a pro-
fessional team, play their 
home games in the sum-
mer at the Field House 
and have won two champi-
onships in four years.

Women’s basketball 
is growing in scope and 
popularity. And it all leads 
back to UConn.

Why UConn’s dominance is good for women’s basketball 
ROHAN GUPTA
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

BRIAN HOGAN | MCTCAMPUS
Notre Dame’s Arike Ogunbowale celebrates her buzzer-beater in front of  Connecticut’s Katie 
Lou Samuelson after a 91-89 win in overtime in an NCAA Tournament semifinal. The two 
schools have developed one of Division I’s most competetive women’s basketball rivalries. 
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I’ve always wanted to 
be summoned for jury 
duty. It feels to me like 
one of  those quintes-
sential institutions of  
American democracy, like 
public libraries and the 
postal service. But when 
I found myself  in the Old 
Courthouse downtown last 
Wednesday, in a trial that 
felt high-stakes and oh, by 
the way, the defendant was 
literally a potted plant, it 
wasn’t exactly how I’d pic-
tured my first participation 
with the legal process. But 
somehow, it was even more 
delightful than I imagined.

I arrived at the historic 
Old Courthouse on a cold 
but sunny afternoon at 
the behest of  an email I’d 
received some weeks prior 
from enthusiastic event 
organizer Jean Ponzi, 
soliciting volunteer jurors 
for an educational trial. 
Dale Dufer, local wood-
worker, lifelong St. Louis 
resident and Ponzi’s hus-
band, had sued the exotic 
plant Bush Honeysuckle, 
for causing damage to 
the native ecosystems of  
Missouri. The trial was 
branded as “Man Sues 
Plant?,” and I knew that 
bush honeysuckle was 
persistent and considered 

pretty invasive in Missouri,  
but beyond that, I had little 
idea what I was getting 
into.

After gaping at the 
courthouse’s gorgeous 
architecture, I found my 
way the jury’s holding 
room. I quickly realized 
that, except for a couple 
of  teenagers who were 
collected from the visi-
tors roaming around the 
Old Courthouse to fill out 
the group of  12, I was the 
youngest juror by about 
30 years. My fellow jurors, 
including a pair of  nuns, 
all seemed to know Ponzi 
in one way or another, and 
it was a testament to her 
enthusiasm that we were 
all brought together for this 
improbable but wonderful 
occasion.

I also realized that 
whatever expectations 
I had going into this 
quirky event, I would be 
consistently surprised. 
The trial was presided 
over by a retired judge – 
the Honorable Anna C. 
Forder, a notable local fig-
ure as the first woman on 
the St. Louis circuit court 
– and the plaintiff  and 
defendant were represented 
by real lawyers – Kathleen 
Henry, Executive Director 
of  the Great Rivers 
Environmental Law 
Center, and Ted Heisel, 

former director of  the 
Missouri Coalition for the 
Environment, respectively. 

 Juxtaposed with the 
weight brought by the 
trial’s impressive legal 
participants was the air of  
playfulness – after all, we 
were quite literally trying 
a plant. The event was 
imbued with little details 
that made me giggle: 
instead of  a Bible, the 
witnesses swore on a copy 
of  the Flora of  Missouri. 
The tables that the lawyers 
and witnesses stood at 
were hand-made by the 
plaintiff  using branches 
of  none other than the 
Bush Honeysuckle. Pre-
trial entertainment was 
provided by a local band 
playing folksy, bluegrass-
inflected music called the 
Augusta Bottoms Consort. 

The trial was a perfect 
balance of  serious and 
utterly ludicrous – it could 
have tipped over the edge 
any number of  times, but 
the grandiose setting and 
tongue-in-cheek legal argu-
ments somehow made it 
work. The defense made 
a valiant effort to human-
ize the plant-defendant, 
nicknaming him (her? it?) 
“Lonnie,” in reference to 
bush honeysuckle’s Latin 
name of  Lonicera mackii. 
Lawyer Heisel (who at 
one point was referred to 

as “Farmer Ted”) built his 
defense on an immigration 
narrative, that we humans 
in the courtroom had 
no more claim to the St. 
Louis land than “Lonnie” 
and his brethren did – and 
to some extent, to be fair, 
he had a good point.  

I felt the 

drama 
of  the 
event once it 
was finally time 
for the jurors to file 
out of  the courtroom. 
Shuttered in our chambers, 
twelve people around  a 
table in a heavy wood-
panelled room, we had 
a big decision to make. 
After a few minutes of  
deliberation, we decided 
unanimously to convict the 
bush honeysuckle on the 
count of  being an invasive 
species in Missouri. 

Although the trial of  
bush honeysuckle was 
purely educational, it 
may serve as a precedent 

for real legal action. If  
Missouri’s Department 
of  Agriculture agrees to 
add bush honeysuckle 
to its list of  noxious 
weeds – an action that, 
so far, it’s been reluc-
tant to take – then the 
state’s Department of  

Conservation will have 
the jurisdiction to pros-
ecute those who sell and 
plant it. And even if  noth-
ing does come of  it, this 
trial will surely remain 
one of  the strangest and 
most delightful in the Old 
Courtroom’s history.

Man sues plant: An improbable, utterly amusing trial
HANUSIA HIGGINS
STAFF WRITER

Washington 
University’s Muslim 
Students Association 
(MSA) just wrapped 
up its programming for 
Islam Awareness Week 
on campus. MSA hosted 
four events from April 
2-8 focusing on recog-
nizing different Muslim 
identities, understanding 
challenges for the Muslim 
community and identi-
fying ways to advocate 
for Muslim students on 
campus and in the greater 
St. Louis community. 

Islam in Africa 
Discussion 

The first event was 
a roundtable discus-
sion about Islam in 
Africa facilitated by 
Professor El-Hadji 
Samba Amadou Diallo. 
The discussion featured 
brief  presentations 
from MSA First-Year 
Representative Sabrina 
Sayed and Professor 

Diallo on the history of  
Islam in Africa.

Even though 47 
percent of  Africans 
are Muslim, African 
Islam has been largely 
neglected in discourse 
of  Muslim politics. This 
erasure was discussed 
at the Islam in Africa 
discussion, particu-
larly in the context of  
what members of  MSA 
can do to make sure 
they promote an envi-
ronment that is both 
accepting and encourag-
ing of  the membership 
and practices of  Black 
and African Muslims. 
The discourse encour-
aged an environment 
that combats attitudes 
that “other” Black and 
African Muslims. 

Students at the event 
had a positive discus-
sion that promoted 
peace and acceptance 
for intersectional identi-
ties within the Muslim 
community. Everyone 
seemed committed to 
making space at the 
table for Muslims from 
all backgrounds and 
identities. 

Eat Halal for a 
Day

The second event of  the 
week came in the form of  
a challenge: Eat Halal all 
day April 4. This meant 
no pork, all meat had to 
be certified Halal and no 
alcohol (which, of  course, 
wasn’t a problem for me 
since I’m only 19, and 
that would be illegal on 
any normal day).  

I thought it would be 
super easy to find Halal 
options on campus...
but it wasn’t. The hard-
est part was finding 
Halal-certified meat. 
The conclusion of  this 
challenge? We need more 
Halal options across 
campus. By not having 
enough Halal options 
across campus, we con-
tribute to a culture that 
denies Muslim students 
their identity. We have 
a whole Kosher station 
in BD and every din-
ing spot on campus is 
always stocked with to-go 
options labeled ‘Kosher.’ 
I don’t understand why 
we can’t do the same 

thing for students who eat 
Halal.

There is some prog-
ress in this department, 
however. According to 
MSA, Wash. U. Dining 
Services has begun stock-
ing pre-packaged Halal 
foods in Paws & Go and 
is looking into Halal hot 
meal options for dining 
halls across campus. 

Halaqa — a 
Discussion 
on Income 
Equality 

On April 6, MSA 
hosted a religious discus-
sion on income equality 
in the Lopata Prayer 
Room. It was an edu-
cational and religious 
event dedicated to bet-
ter understanding how 
income inequality affects 
Muslims. Integrating 
this discussion into a 
religious context did a 
great job legitimizing the 
discussion in terms of  
religious identity. 

Raising Up 
Refugees

The last event, hosted 
Sunday, April 8, was a 
discussion about the com-
munity of  refugees in St. 
Louis. 

The discourse sur-
rounded what the lives of  
Muslim refugees look like 
in St. Louis. There was 
also discussion about ways 
the Washington University 
community and MSA can 
participate in outreach to 
help strengthen and serve 
the refugee community. 

Reflections
As someone who isn’t 

Muslim, I learned a lot 
from participating in this 
week’s events. I think it’s 
important for students 
of  all backgrounds and 
identities to learn more 
about MSA and what they 
do as an organization on 
campus, also taking time 
to understand the lives 
and challenges of  Muslim 
students on our campus. 
The more we legitimize 

marginalized identities, the 
more we create an inclu-
sive campus environment 
that promotes cultural 
diversity and acceptance. 

I think it’s important 
to remember that just 
going to a cultural show 
once a year doesn’t mean 
you have succeeded in 
supporting an underrep-
resented community on 
campus. Those shows are 
important in the sense that 
they provide meaning-
ful insights into points of  
pride and celebration for 
different cultural groups, 
but more steps need to 
be taken to gain a strong 
understanding of  differ-
ent identities present on 
campus. That’s why events 
like Islam Awareness Week 
are so important—they 
give students the proper 
space to learn how to be 
good advocates for class-
mates of  different identity 
affiliations. 

Remember: Events 
hosted by cultural groups 
are never limited to people 
affiliated by identity with 
the group in question. 
Show up, learn and 
participate.

MSA brings Islam Awareness Week to campus
ELENA QUINONES
SENIOR EDITOR
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PHOTO
DANCING THROUGH LIFE

Washington University Dance Collective performed this weekend in Edison Theatre for 
their spring show “The Gathering.” The collective is comprised of student dancers who are 
selected on the basis of “ability, technical skill and performance acumen.” The show fea-
tured choreography by guest artists, which included lecturers in the Performing Arts De-
partment, students and other faculty members, as well as Artistic Director Cecil Slaughter. 

PHOTOS BY JIYOON KANG
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HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
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O
btaining 
comprehensive 
reproductive 
health care 

has always been a struggle 
on college campuses, and 
Washington University is 
absolutely no exception. 
Student Health Services 
(SHS) expanded its range of  
services in 2016 to include 
five brands of  IUD inser-
tions, and while this is a 
win, it is time to revisit 
the conversation once 
again—is Wash. U. doing 
enough? Are students really 
receiving the reproductive 
healthcare support they 
need? Compared to other 

comparable universities, the 
answer is unequivocally no. 
Many reputable institutions 
provide access to Plan B and 
condoms 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week through 
vending machines placed in 
residential halls. We believe 
there is no reason for Wash. 
U. not to do the same.

 There are preventable 
barriers to contraceptive 
access on this campus that 
Wash. U. has the power to 
solve. Emergency contracep-
tion (EC) is most effective 
when taken within 12 hours 
of  having unprotected sex. 
At Wash. U., however, EC 
can only be obtained at 
SHS during open pharmacy 
hours, which close at 5 p.m. 
on weekdays and exclude 
weekends and holidays. This 

leaves a gap in time, specifi-
cally during weekends, when 
a student may be unable to 
access EC, and thus be at 
risk for pregnancy. Although 
EC is available at other 
pharmacies off  campus, this 
still may provide a hurdle for 
students who do not have a 
car or are unable to walk the 
mile to Walgreens. Many 
students also face a steep 
price barrier at the nearest 
Walgreens; EC is not cheap, 
but SHS subsidizes it for 
students who come in at 
the right hours. Even worse, 
the availability of  EC at off-
campus pharmacies is often 
unreliable—research from 
Princeton University shows 
that out of  133 pharmacies 
in 22 different states, 41 
percent did not have Plan 

B or a generic alternative 
available. This means that if  
a student can find a way to 
get off  campus and pay for 
the pill, they may not even 
be able to find a pharmacy 
that carries it.

 On top of  the physical 
barriers, many people feel 
embarrassed or judged for 
seeking out EC, especially 
when interacting with some-
one face-to-face. Providing 
EC in vending machines 
would remove this factor 
and enhance the privacy and 
comfort of  students.      

 To combat the many 
obstacles facing students 
seeking contraception, many 
colleges have begun stocking 
EC, along with condoms 
and pregnancy tests, in vend-
ing machines that can be 

accessed 24/7 by students. 
As of  September 2017, 30 
colleges across the U.S. had 
implemented projects like 
this. Many of  these schools 
are comparable to Wash. 
U., including Stanford 
University, Dartmouth 
University, University of  
California, Santa Barbara 
and Pomona College. 
Within the first five months 
of  having EC available 
in a vending machine at 
University of  California, 
Davis, 50 boxes had been 
sold, proving the success 
of  the machines. Vending 
machines with sexual 
healthcare supplies would 
address many of  the barriers 
students face accessing care 
and would be a feasible 
project for Wash. U. to 

undertake.
 According to Student 

Life’s 2017 Sex Survey, 76.4 
percent Wash. U. students 
are sexually active, demon-
strating an undeniable need 
for reproductive healthcare 
services on our campus. 
Washington University must 
continue to stand up for 
their students and affirm that 
they value young people’s 
health and bodily autonomy. 
As students, we are going 
to do all we can to hold 
our college administration 
accountable to their students 
and encourage SHS to take 
steps to increase access to 
contraception.

Sincerely, 
Kelly Barr, Carson Platnick, 

Julia Pasquinelli, Ava Mennin 
and Jillian McCarten 

WU STUDENT 
ADVOCATES FOR 
REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS

Vending machines: An equitable way to expand access to contraception on campus

OP-ED SUBMISSION

STAFF EDITORIAL

AEPi must learn from the mistakes of others 

Every American should burn a flag 
MATT WALLACE
STAFF WRITER 

W
hat do the 
American 
flag, 
incense 

and Uggs all have in 
common? No, they aren’t 
things that you’ll find in 
every basic college girl’s 
freshman dorm. They are 
things you should burn. 
Now before you go and get 
all “America is the great-
est country in the world, 
and if  you don’t like it, 
you should just get out” 
on me, I want you to A) 
realize that burning the flag 
is protected by the First 
Amendment, B) burn-
ing is the proper way to 
retire a flag that has been 
deemed not fit to fly and 
C) it’s a stupid flag that 
has changed numerous 
times throughout the years. 
Your defense of  a symbol 
over the values it repre-
sents make you decidedly 
anti-American.

I hesitate to call anyone 
anti- or un-American, 

as the experience is so 
varied and complex that 
there is no way to define 
the “right” way to be 
American. There is, how-
ever, definitely a wrong 
way to be American. 
Losing all collective sense, 
reason and empathy for 
others over a piece of  cloth 
or crappy war song is very 
much so the wrong way. 
America does not reside in 
a flag, it resides in its peo-
ple and in all those around 
the world who exemplify 
the ideals and spirit that 
allowed this country to be 
a symbol of  hope for the 
world. In order to combat 
nationalistic attitudes, I 
believe every American 
should burn a flag in 
order to actually live the 
American dream instead of  
simply pretending.

Funerals are some-
thing that every human 
population to ever exist 
has to experience. Highly-
publicized rituals such as 
the Egyptian mummifica-
tion process and the Viking 
tradition of  lighting a body 

on fire with an arrow as 
it sails out on a body of  
water come to mind quick-
est. Cool, right? Well, the 
American flag should have 
a similar procedure to prop-
erly send it off  into Valhalla 
by letting it go up in flames. 
It could also be cut to offi-
cially make it not a flag or 
given to various organiza-
tions (Boy/Girl Scouts, the 
Veterans of  Foreign Wars, 
the American Legion) who 
have procedures in place to 
handle a flag that is ready 
to be disposed. Given that 
there are so many ways to 
get rid of  a flag, kneeling 
in front of  one shouldn’t 
cause so many people to 
start quoting the four sen-
tences of  the Constitution 
that they know to anyone 
who unlucky enough to 
be caught in the gravity 
of  their American righ-
teousness. You aren’t the 
protector of  America, and 
no one cares that you hate 
your life so much that you 
need to make someone’s 
day unpleasant. Everything 
has a lifespan, including 

America; so, accept the fact 
that nothing is impervious 
to the end.

America was built on 
many things: the genocide 
of  the Native American 
tribes that schools make 
out as savages and the 
European immigrants out 
to be heroic, the subjuga-
tion of  minorities, twisting 
facts and information to 
control your population, 
barbeque, companies that 
hide money overseas to not 
pay their taxes (Apple and 
Goldman Sachs to name 
a few) and many other 
horrific things that are 
conveniently glossed over 
in history class in favor of  
learning about how the 
colonies rose against the 
tyranny of  British overlords 
for the 15th time. If  you 
believe that this country 
has no faults, that its mis-
takes are only in the past 
or that your opinion is the 
one that needs to be heard 
on every issue, you are 
extremely up your own a--. 
Given enough time, space 
and people, any country 

will have some things that 
they regret. Being able to 
recognize that your country 
can be great and horrible 
at the same time is key to 
not letting your patriotism 
devolve into nationalism. 

Nationalism is dan-
gerous. It seeps into 
conversations about immi-
gration, war and wealth not 
being concentrated in your 
small town like it was in 
the good ol’ days. Falling 
for the “America First” trap 
is exactly how you end up 
in a world where many see 
America as the harbinger 
of  death. Many mistake 
nationalistic tendencies for 
patriotism. The best way 
to distinguish between the 
two is to think of  patrio-
tism like being in a healthy, 
long-term relationship 
and nationalism as being 
obsessed with one aspect 
of  a person despite their 
many flaws. You can love 
something and be critical 
of  it. That’s how anything 
gets better. Seeing America 
through rose-colored 
glasses is why we are still 

dealing with the effects of  
slavery, imperialism, isola-
tionism and obviously our 
hate towards women. 

I understand how seeing 
those 13 stripes and 50 stars 
can lead you to overwhelm-
ing emotions, but it is not 
contained in that design. 
The flag changes whenever 
a new state is added and 
only serves to distinguish 
the United States as a 
whole to the world instead 
of  the 50 different state 
flags and hundreds of  city 
flags. To me, America is 
great, and you’ll be hard-
pressed to find someone 
who wants every American 
to succeed immensely more 
than myself. However, 
there are serious problems 
with the country over 300 
million of  us call home. 
Being able to criticize 
ourselves is how we can 
improve as a country, and 
it begins by recognizing the 
mortality and flaws within 
home. Burning a flag won’t 
cause you to be completely 
open, but it is a damn good 
start.

W
ashington 
University’s 
investiga-
tion of  

fraternity Alpha Epsilon Pi, 
which was put on tempo-
rary suspension March 30 
for violations of  policies 
related to alcohol, has 
culminated in the fraternity 
being placed on a yearlong 
social probation and the 
members being required to 
take University-run training 
modules in the subjects 
of  bystander intervention 
and alcohol awareness. 
We would like to see the 
University take steps to 
more openly publicize the 

status of  Greek life infrac-
tions and to continue to try 
other approaches, such as 
substantive classes for all, to 
try to improve Greek life.

As students, we don’t 
know the specific offence 
that resulted in AEPi’s sus-
pension—which is exactly 
the issue here. Because we 
do know the violations 
were alcohol-related, we 
can only assume that these 
violations in some way 
impacted guests at their 
events—guests who may 
have chosen not to attend 
or may have changed their 
behavior had they known. 
Fraternities on suspension 

may be less likely to call 
Emergency Support Team 
for someone that needs 
help. As such, making the 
current and past misconduct 
of  each Greek organization 
clear and accessible can 
enable the student body to 
make informed decisions 
that can protect their safety 
and well-being. (Not to 
mention that a public record 
would have the added 
benefit of  incentivizing 
Greek members to mind 
their actions, as guilt has 
been shown to a powerful 
motivator.)

Further, social proba-
tion seems to be the go-to, 

one-size-fits-all reaction to 
fraternity infractions, with 
the only difference being the 
duration of  the suspension. 
Phi Delta Theta, who was 
permanently suspended on 
campus earlier this semes-
ter, was placed on social 
probation with an obvi-
ously low degree of  success 
months prior to reaching 
their current status. So, the 
University’s new discipline 
of  training modules may 
be a useful addition, but, 
like social probation, if  this 
training doesn’t produce 
meaningful results, the 
University needs to seri-
ously consider taking other 

actions. 
Even though we can 

only speculate why this 
keeps happening, the only 
wrong thing to do would be 
to do nothing. After years 
of  seemingly unbroken 
stretches of  misconduct, 
even with fines, proba-
tions and suspensions, the 
worst behavior of  Greek 
life seems to remain. 
(Even though there are 
upstanding fraternities and 
sororities, there seems to be 
an unchanging vein of  bad 
blood.) After being given 
chance after chance, one 
has to ask what there is left 
to do to try to prevent this 

behavior—something either 
more systemic than Green 
Dot and It’s on Us or more 
drastic than suspension. 

We hope that all members 
of  the student body learn 
from AEPi’s and Phi Delt’s 
mistakes. Going to college 
and being a young adult are 
all about making mistakes, 
yet the mistakes you learn 
from don’t all have to be 
your own. Even though we 
are young adults, we are still 
“adults:” We should all be 
able to be mature enough 
to gain wisdom (or at least 
recognize a cautionary tale) 
from the experiences of  
others.
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With the closing of  mul-
tiple eateries on the Loop, 
Scene Staff  is in mourning. 
Doughocracy, Snarfs and 
other staples of  the Loop 
are closing now, while 
many beloved restaurants 
closed in the past (RIP 
Chipotle). Here’s our hot 
takes on what food places 
should try to make moves 
on the open lots.

Chick-Fil-A: 

I grew up within walking 
distance of  a Chick-Fil-A. 
It’s part of  what makes my 
home my home. I remem-
ber getting stuck on the 
outdoor playground crawl-
ing across a net. I froze 
there, panicking like a feral 
possum in traffic, stared 
down at the ground and 
began screaming inconsol-
ably until my barely older 
sister guided me to safety. 
Stories like that are why 
Chick-Fil-A is ingrained 
in my bones. I know my 
breakfast order and dinner 
order like the back of  my 
hand, and currently have 
a “membership card” 
because my mom bought 
me a Chick-Fil-A calen-
dar for Christmas. The 
lyric-less Christian music 
in the background may be 
off-putting for some folks, 
but if  they have a drive-thru 
service, one could get the 
excellent food without the 
ambience, with the added 
bonus of  unmatched cus-
tomer service that is their 
pleasure. 
—Katy Hutson, Senior Scene 
Editor 

Inexpensive 
Italian 

Restaurant:
This is not a specific 

restaurant, but a specific 
type of  restaurant that I 
feel is sorely overlooked in 
the Delmar Loop region. 
Recently, I was talking 
to a professor who was a 
Washington University 
student back in the ‘90s, 
and he mentioned to me 
that the now-defunct 
Cicero’s used to serve a 
spaghetti plate for $1.99. 
Who wouldn’t want that 

back? With all respect to 
Olive Garden, I do not 
want an Olive Garden by 
any stretch of  the imagi-
nation. I am talking about 
an old-fashioned, no frills, 
Italian place where the 
menu consists of  chicken 
parmesan and maybe 
six-to-eight pasta options, 
red-and-white checkered 
tablecloth adorn all the 
tables and the decora-
tions on the wall make 
it look like a shrine to 
Frank Sinatra. This is the 
kind of  restaurant that 

already exists on the Hill, 
but it is impossible to get 
there unless you own a 
car; so, why not bring 
some of  that flavor closer 
to campus. On a general 
economic level, I guaran-
tee that anywhere on the 
Loop that could make a 
nice baked ziti and keep 
the prices down would 
automatically become one 
of  the most popular spots 
for Wash. U. students. 
On a personal level, I just 
really like pasta.
—Jon Lewis, Associate Editor

A real bagel 
place:

Let’s be honest: I com-
plain about St. Louis’ lack 
of  solid pizza and bagel 
options at least once a 
week. I go home (to New 
York, obviously) and my 
first request is for a warm 
bagel with a healthy dose 
of  cream cheese and some 
thinly sliced Nova Scotia. 
Here’s the thing: St. Louis 
bagels aren’t “bad”—in 
fact, I’m a big fan of  the 
French toast bagels from 

Einstein’s. But every bagel 
I’ve eaten in St. Louis is, 
at the end of  the day, just 
bread. They don’t have 
the crispy outside with the 
pillowy middle that my 
childhood made me accus-
tomed to. All I want—and I 
don’t think this is too much 
to ask for—is an authentic 
New York bagel in the 
middle of  the Midwest. I’ve 
yet to find a bagel outside 
the New York metropolitan 
area that lives up to my 
(perhaps impossibly) high 
standards. Calling all 

New York/New Jersey/
Connecticut folks: If  
you’ve found a New York-
style bagel in St. Louis that 
does the trick, please let me 
know. 
—Ella Chochrek, Staff  Writer

Dunkin 
Donuts:

When I was a senior in 
high school, I had a very 
strict morning routine. 
I would wake up about 
twenty minutes before 
school started, throw on 
my best variation of a sweater 
and Birkenstocks, and run 
out of my apartment building 
to the bus stop. I would take 
the No. 66 Chicago Avenue 
bus almost a block past my 
school to the Dunkin’ Donuts 
on Ogden Avenue. From the 
bus stop, you could smell the 
gooey frosting of the sub-par 
donuts, and when I entered 
the establishment—my break-
fast of champions consisting 
of a cinnamon raisin bagel 
with strawberry cream cheese 
and a small iced coffee—
would be waiting at the same 
corner of the counter each 
day. Samar, the woman at the 
register, would yell her line, 
“Good morning, Ms. Izzy!” 
That was my cue to smile, 
wave, and run to school. 

When I first got to Wash. 
U., I was disappointed that 
there wasn’t a Dunkin’ 
Donuts on campus. Instead, 
I had to conform to the 
unfamiliar and complex lingo 
of Starbucks found in the 
intimidating Bauer Hall. To 
have a Dunkin’ Donuts on the 
Loop would not only bring 
me a piece of home, but it 
would provide affordable and 
decent coffee to the Loop and 
students of Wash. U. After all, 
America runs on Dunkin’.
—Isabelle Gillman, Contributing 
Writer

A nice brunch 
place:

I’m sick of  BD brunch. I 
have been since the middle 
of  freshman year. I want 
to be able to go out to a 
nice, classy brunch with 
my friends that’s more of  
an excursion than head-
ing over to the Village 
but doesn’t require a car. 
I want a place with great 
coffee, popovers and eggs. 
If  the Loop were to get a 
nice, relatively inexpensive 

brunch place, I know that 
I would end up there more 
mornings than I’d care 
to admit. I don’t demand 
much, just a solid eggs 
benedict.
—Josh Zucker, Senior Editor

Panera:

No, not St. Louis Bread 
Co. Panera. P-A-N-E-R-A. 
Or Au Bon Pain. But not 
St. Louis Bread Co.
—Tyler Sabloff, Senior Editor 

A big parking lot 
for food trucks:

You know what breaks 
up the eight food places you 
visit on repeat? Food trucks. 
They inject life and variation 
into the stagnant food scene 
that is the Loop. Instead of  
waiting for authentic Mexican 
food to occupy an entire 
space and risk so much on 
the success of one area, why 
not bring the food and less 
of the risk? Good restaurants 
are an essential part of my 
life, and allowing so many 
more to come into the Wash. 
U. bubble can only bring 
happiness.
—Matt Wallace, Staff  Writer 

McDonald’s:
In my hometown, there are 

at least two McDonald’s res-
taurants within a five-minute 
drive of my house. After foot-
ball games, club meetings or 
band practices, my friends and 
I would drag ourselves over 

and grin-and-bear a ridiculously 
long wait just for the joy of tast-
ing perfectly hot and perfectly 
salty fries. Sometimes, I get tired 
of posh restaurants with fancy 
appetizers or having to navigate 
crowds at Seoul Taco or Corner 
17 on the weekends. Crappy 
fast food is an absolute necessity 
for any college student, and 
BD’s half-and-halfs shouldn’t 
be the only source of it. The 
nearest McDonald’s is almost 
15 minutes away by car, likely a 
result of Wash. U. being nestled 
in the middle of an upper-class 

neighborhood. Bringing one to 
the Loop is a much-needed and 
well-overdue move. 
—Chalaun Lomax, Staff  Writer

A Memorial to 
Doughocracy:
You people did this. You, 

all of you, collectively drove 
the best pizza place on the 
Loop out of business, and you 
should all be ashamed. What’s 
that? You think the “crust was 
soggy?” Well I hate to be the 
bearer of bad news, but you 
wouldn’t know a good pizza if  
it smacked you in the face, full 
of customizable toppings and 
speed cooked in a state-of-the-
art oven in five minutes or less. 
Doughocracy was special. 
It was a place of culture and 
warmth and imagination, and 
it was cruelly ripped from us 
without so much as a chance 
to properly say goodbye. 
Doughocracy will be missed, 
and those of us with taste buds 
would like a place to mourn 
our loss. It’s the least you cretins 
could do for us. 
—Sam Seekings, Editor-in-Chief

Screaming into the void: What we want to replace Doughocracy on the Loop 
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What film am I think-
ing of? It’s an independent 
flick featuring an unlikely 
friendship between two men 
played by Greg Sestero and 
Tommy Wiseau. The film 
is riddled with plot holes, 
tonal inconsistencies and a 
soundtrack that’s uncomfort-
ably out of  place. It’s a film 
whose pacing is abysmal, 
whose writing is abysmal-
er and whose acting is the 
abysmal-est. Is it the 2003 
cult classic “The Room,” 
the subject of  2017’s “The 
Disaster Artist?” Nope—it’s 
“Best F(r)iends, Part 1” 

(the first half  of  a two-part 
installment set to conclude 
in June), and it’s awesomely 
horrible.

“Best F(r)iends” is sup-
posedly centered around 
a drifter named Jon (Greg 
Sestero) who befriends 
Harvey (Tommy Wiseau), 
an off-kilter mortician whose 
gory profession turns into an 
unlikely gold mine. The film 
allegedly explores the impact 
of  distrust, greed and jeal-
ousy on a friendship founded 
on deception. Purportedly, 
“Best F(r)iends” is Wiseau 
and Sestero’s second chance 
at creating an artful, quality 
piece—and the fact that 
neither Wiseau nor Sestero 

directed the film definitely 
shows promise.

In reality, though, the 
entire thing is blatant fan 
service, making no attempt 
to stray from the “so bad 
it’s funny” niche that “The 
Room” perfected. In fact, 
the most appealing part 
of  “Best F(r)iends” is that 
it’s an opportunity to see 
Wiseau and Sestero sharing 
the screen 15 years later. 
The movie was never about 
Harvey and Jon: It was 
always about Tommy and 
Greg. And that’s why I loved 
it.

Harvey and Jon toss a 
basketball back and forth in 
a non-sequitur of  a scene 

in a clear throwback to 
the useless football scenes 
in “The Room.” Harvey 
encourages Jon to “live, live, 
live,” echoing Lisa’s advice 
to Michelle. There are little 
moments like these scattered 
throughout “Best F(r)iends” 
that are clear references to its 
spiritual predecessor. More 
importantly, though, Harvey 
and Jon never really get 
the chance to become their 
own characters. They’re just 
Johnny and Greg placed 
into a plot somehow more 
contrived and nonsensical 
than that of  “The Room,” 
and Wiseau makes no 
attempt to change up his 
acting style. I’m convinced 

that he doesn’t really act at 
all, that Johnny and Harvey 
are really just Wiseau with 
different names.

If  my evaluation of  the 
piece seems overly critical, 
that’s because it is. As a 
standalone film, “Best F(r)
iends” is a mess with an 
incoherent dumpster fire of  
an ending (that I won’t spoil 
for you because you have 
to see it for yourself). As a 
diehard fan of  “The Room” 
and someone who’s proud 
to say he’s met Wiseau 
twice, I never viewed “Best 
F(r)iends” as a standalone 
film. I went into the theater 
more hyped about seeing a 
Wiseau-Sestero reunion and 

the stilted acting I’d come 
to love than seeing how 
the two have developed as 
actors and filmmakers. 

All in all, I’m glad that 
the film demonstrated abso-
lutely no development from 
an acting or writing stand-
point. Sure, the new director 
added some faux-artsy flair 
to complement the faux-
meaningful content, but 
the essence of  the movie 
stayed the same. It was pure 
entertainment—a chance 
to lower my expectations, 
somehow fail to have them 
met and walk out of  the 
theater a better person for 
having paid $12.50 and a $2 
service fee. 

‘Best F(r)iends:’ ‘The Room,’ but with a different aspect ratio
AIDEN BLINN
NEWS EDITOR

The longest running 
show in modern theatrical 
history, with over 25,000 
performances since 1952, 
Agatha Christie’s “The 
Mousetrap” graced the 
Washington University 
Black Box Theatre’s stage 
this past weekend as Cast 
N’ Crew’s spring produc-
tion. To preface this review: 
“The Mousetrap” has a 
long-standing tradition, at 
Christie’s request, of making 
the surprise twist ending 
confidential. Audiences (and 
those reviewing the play) 
are asked to keep it a secret 
before the show begins. 

As roommate to an actress 
and a director for Cast N’ 
Crew, I have seen every 
CNC production since I first 
started at Wash. U. in August 
2015: “The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling 
Bee,” “Boeing Boeing,” “The 
Twilight Zone: Anthology,” 
“Heathers,” “She Kills 
Monsters,” “Xanadu” and, 
now, “The Mousetrap.” 
Out of all of them, “The 
Mousetrap” by far brought 

the most mystique and sus-
pense to the stage through its 
unique portrayal. 

My first exposure to 
Agatha Christie was in my 
7th grade English literature 
class when we read “And 
Then There Were None.” 
Since then, I have read 
“Murder on the Orient 
Express,” “The A.B.C. 
Murders” and “Death on 
the Nile.” As an obvious 
fan of Christie’s work, I was 
excited yet slightly wary to 
see Cast N’ Crew taking 
on one of her plays this 
semester. To me, the best part 
of a mystery story is being 
able to slowly unravel the 
plot as you read, and I was 
a little concerned about how 
the secrecy of it all would be 
maintained onstage, where 
at times the audience is the 
only all-knowing participant. 
The production of “The 
Mousetrap” blew me away, 
however, as I found myself  
genuinely surprised at the 
end of the 2-hour show. 

Set in a 1950s-esque guest 
house, Monkswell Manor, 
the play centers around 
the tenants of the house—
Mollie Ralston (played by 

sophomore Lucie Kirk) and 
Giles Ralston (played by 
junior Jordan Dubin) —and 
their questionable guests 
on the opening night of  
their bed and breakfast-type 
establishment. In the opening 
scene, we learn of a murder 
in nearby London, which 
sets the topic of conversation 
for the rest of the play. 

The first guest to arrive, 
Christopher Wren—
played by freshman Jens 
Damgaard—stirs the pot 
with his quirky and, at 
times, suspicious persona. 
Damgaard took on the role 
with ease, conveying Wren’s 
boundless energy and tenac-
ity. The next, known only 
as Mrs. Boyle (portrayed by 
sophomore Zoey Miller), fills 
the role of the judgmental, 
cantankerous older woman 
who refuses to be pleased by 
the Ralstons or her fellow 
guests. Two other guests, 
Major Metcalf  (sophomore 
Ben Hartmann) and Miss 
Casewell (freshman Chloe 
White), fill more minor roles 
for the majority of the show, 
but regardless hold their own 
as distinct characters. 

About halfway through 

the first act, a surprise patron 
arrives. Mr. Paravicini, 
performed by senior Scott 
Greenberg, injects the show 
with a dose of humor and 
energy. His flashy, extrava-
gant persona—he only 
arrives at the manor after 
crashing his Rolls Royce in a 
snowbank—creates a distrac-
tion from the often tense 
questioning on behalf  of  
Detective Sgt. Trotter (junior 
Nathan Mester). 

Without revealing too 
much of the plot, the char-
acters engage in a delicate 
balance of interrogation led 
by Trotter’s confident, careful 
nature and periods of self-
reflection, offering insight 
to their true intentions and 
dubious backgrounds. One 
of my favorite parts of the 
show was the continuation 
of certain motifs throughout. 
In the opening scene, a radio 
blares out describing a recent 
murder in London. Later, 
the same broadcast turns 
on again, which a group 
of characters read about in 
a newspaper. Throughout 
the show, the radio acts 
as a point of conversation 
or contention between 

combinations of characters. 
Similarly, tied to the murder, 
the nursery rhyme “Three 
Blind Mice,” often played on 
the piano by Mr. Paravicini, 
transforms into a haunting 
tune to foreshadow following 
events. 

The set design created 
the delightful illusion of a 
larger house by hinting at the 
existence of faraway rooms: 
One character would go play 
piano while another leaves 
to write letters in the library. 
By taking advantage of the 
design, the show’s produc-
ers were able to expand the 
mystery beyond the close 
quarters of the Black Box, 
which at times can feel 

constricting in other produc-
tions. During intermission, 
director and junior Maddie 
Seibold asked audience 
members to cast their predic-
tions for the identity of the 
murderer on a board outside 
the theater, further expand-
ing the play’s reach. 

“The Mousetrap’s” dis-
tinguished history, with the 
added task of maintaining 
a 65-year-old secret, made it 
an ambitious choice for Cast 
N’ Crew to take on within 
the bounds of a college 
theater group. I found myself  
delighted by the variety 
across the characters in the 
production and enthralled by 
the genuine mystery of it all. 

‘The Mousetrap’ brings mystery, suspense to the Black Box
AIDAN STRASSMANN
MANAGING EDITOR

COURTESY OF MADDIE SEIBOLD
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