
Chancellor Mark Wrighton 
announced an update to “clarify and 
streamline” regulations on the pos-
session of weapons, explosives and 
fireworks on campus in an email 
sent to the University community 
Tuesday. 

In the statement, Wrighton says 
that the policy prohibits the “use, 
possession, distribution, or storage 
of weapons, explosives, or fireworks 
by any person on any University-
owned or controlled property and at 
any University-sponsored activity or 
event, regardless of location.” This 
policy includes visitors and those 
with concealed carry permits.

Vice Chancellor for Public 
Affairs Jill Friedman believes that 
the update in the University policy 
serves two functions. 

 “As the Chancellor shared in his 
note last week, it is long-standing 
University policy that weapons are 
prohibited on our campuses and 
other University-owned property,” 
Friedman wrote in an email to 
Student Life. “The policy update 
accomplishes two important things: 
First, it streamlines all existing 
departmental policies and guide-
lines into a single University policy 
that applies to all members of our 
community. Second, it clarifies how 
the University will take action if  the 
policy is violated.”

According to Friedman, 
the University refined its 

policies to improve their clarity and 
transparency.

“We made the update because, 
after taking a close look at existing 
sources of information, we found 
an opportunity to be more clear and 
consistent in the way we address this 
important issue,” Friedman wrote.

 The statement reaffirms excep-
tions for law enforcement agents, 
those who use these weapons as 
tools in the scope of their employ-
ment (such as the use of knives 
during food preparation) and in the 
case of educational programs or 
activities.

Additionally, if  students 
or employees of Washington 
University are found to be in vio-
lation of this policy, they will be 
referred to the Human Resources 
or the Office of Student Conduct 
for disciplinary action. Potential 
consequences under the new policy 
include “immediate termination of  
employment or immediate expulsion 
as a student from the University. In 
addition, the University may refer 
violations for criminal prosecution.”

 A second email, sent by Vice 
Chancellor for Student Affairs Lori 
White, encourages students to report 
weapons violations to resident advi-
sors, residential college directors 
or the police. White also recom-
mends contacting the Washington 
University Police Department’s 
Silent Witness Program to submit 
anonymous reports.

Firearms became central to 
campus discussion this Feb. after 

Washington University Police 
Department discovered guns belong-
ing to a member of the Phi Delta 
Theta fraternity. 

 “A few weeks ago, we learned 
how important it is to keep lines of  
communication open,” White wrote, 
“If you see a weapon on campus, 
hear of another person who has a 
weapon on campus, or are con-
cerned about a potential violation 
of university policy, please say some-
thing to somebody.”

According to WUPD Chief Mark 
Glenn, there are ways for students to 
submit anonymous tips both online 
and by phone to the police about any 
potential gun activity.

“We’ll fully investigate any calls 
that we get on violations of the 
policy. They can definitely call and 
make an anonymous report to the 
police department, and we’ll still 
investigate it,” Glenn said. “Or they 
can go on to our [Silent Witness 
Program] web form and fill it out 
there from their phone or from their 
computer. And what that does is it 
sends an email to multiple people in 
the police department, and then we 
will investigate it right away. You do 
not have to leave your name or any 
information as part of that.”

In her letter, White also cited 
the University’s Residential Life 
contract.

“The University and Residential 
Life reserve the right to search any 
room or living space for purposes 
of enforcing any university rule or 
policy,” White wrote.
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University updates weapons 
policy, clarifies reporting system
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This winter Kaplan Test 
Prep, noticing an uptick in law 
school applicants, conducted 
a nationwide survey of  537 
pre-law students. The survey 
concluded that a potential rea-
son for the jump in the number 
of  law school applications this 
year was the 2016 presidential 
election. 

Similar to other schools 
across the nation, the 
Washington University School 
of  Law has experienced an 
increase in applications, 
according to Assistant Dean for 
Admissions Mary Ann Clifford. 

“I don’t know if  [Trump’s 
election] is directly the reason 
why candidates are applying,” 
Clifford said. “I will say that 
we have had many conversa-
tions with pre-law candidates, 
candidates who are applying to 
law school, and some of  them 
have told us that is what has 
inspired them to go on to law 
school.” 

According to Washington 
University School of  Law Dean 
Nancy Staudt, the law school 
has retained strong application 
numbers for several years. 

“The applicants and current 
students, however, continually 
express a very high level of  
excitement for using their 

legal training to transform law 
and policy in a positive way,” 
Staudt wrote in an email to 
Student Life. 

Current Washington 
University undergraduates and 
members of  the pre-law fra-
ternity, Phi Delta Phi, junior 
Joey Vettiankal and freshman 
Elizabeth Phelan both felt 
influenced by the results of  the 
2016 election to pursue law. 

“Back during the 2016 elec-
tion, I was deciding between 
pre-med and pre-law because I 
was majoring in political sci-
ence but I was taking courses 
like chemistry. With all the 
divisive rhetoric that was com-
ing out of  the Trump campaign, 

it was a call to action for me,” 
Vettiankal wrote in a statement 
to Student Life.  “I thought 
about how our elected offi-
cials are very homogenous in 
terms of  diversity and how we 
needed more representation in 
the people who represent us. I 
saw law as a means to become 
an advocate for others and also 
give back to those who need it.”  
“[I] realized that [Trump’s 
election] could actually be an 
opportunity for me to make 
a difference in the world, an 
opportunity for me to go posi-
tively impact the country that 
is my home,” Phelan said. “I 
realized the biggest way I could 
make an impact by directly 

becoming part of  the political 
scene myself, and I can do that 
by going to law school.”

Both Vettiankal and Phelan 
also felt spurred to become 
more politically active outside 
of  their decisions to pursue law. 

“I got involved with organi-
zations like the [American Civil 
Liberties Union] to see how 
I could do my part and com-
bine my passion for civil rights 
law and advocacy,” Vettiankal 
wrote. 

“I’m very heavily involved in 
Model UN on campus, which 
is another politics-based activ-
ity. I’m also involved in debate 

Study indicates jump in law school interest after election, WU responds
KATHLEEN WHITE
NEWS EDITOR

SEE TEST, PAGE 2

Young the Giant, a California-
native indie rock band known for 
hit songs “Cough Syrup” and 
“My Body,” will headline this 
semester’s WILD show. Social 
Programming Board announced 
the selection at the Danforth 
University Center Wednesday to 
mixed reactions from the student 
body. 

Like both 2017 WILD lineups, 
the headliner will be supported 
by two opening acts; Molly Kate 
Kestner, known for her viral 2014 
song “His Daughter,” will open 
the concert, and rapper Dizzy 
Wright will follow Kestner’s 
performance.

SPB president and junior 
Dina Guilak is excited to have a 
well-known band headline this 
semester’s WILD.

“It’s really cool to be able to get 
someone who’s so established,” 
Guilak said. “I think they’re 
going to be amazing live, and 
they’ve performed at so many 
music festivals that they really 
know how to do a live audience 
in an open space like Brookings 
Quad.”

Student reactions to Young 
the Giant’s selection were mostly 
positive, with some students 
expressing concerns with the 
band’s relevance and the selection 
process itself.

 “I’m really excited that a band 
I actually like is performing for 
WILD. They are great live, and 
have songs that everyone can 
enjoy, so I think it’ll be a good 
show,” junior Madeline Partner 
said.

“Honestly, I can’t name a 
song of  theirs other than ‘Cough 
Syrup,’” freshman Skye Moradi 
said. “I’m not sure if  they’re still 
relevant enough to bring in lots 

of  students.”
Sophomore Chazz Powell was 

disappointed that SPB didn’t 
choose a black headliner for 
spring WILD.

“I think a lot of  black students 
just don’t know about Young the 
Giant,” Powell said. “[T]here 
were a lot of  black artists on the 
list, so I think people just got 
their hopes up.”

Powell also called for more 
clarity about how SPB compiles 
its list of  artists for the WILD 
survey.

“I think it would also be nice 
to have more transparency about 
how they choose artists to be on 
the survey,” Powell said. “I would 
be curious to find out if  they are 
picking artists that they can defi-
nitely secure for WILD.”

Guilak hopes that including 
two opening acts will help diver-
sify the genres represented by 
WILD and satisfy the student 
body.

“I think it does a really good 
job of  catering to so many dif-
ferent music tastes that are here 
on campus and making sure that 
WILD has something for every-
body,” Guilak said.

Guilak also noted the differ-
ence between Young the Giant 
and Lil Dicky, last semester’s 
WILD headliner.

“It’s two very different styles 
of  music, which is something that 
I’m glad we’re getting to do—to 
provide different genres of  WILD 
headliners,” Guilak said.

WILD Director and sopho-
more Evelyn Shao commented 
on Young the Giant’s diverse 
makeup and sees this WILD 
as an opportunity to promote 
inclusivity.

“I think it’s the first Asian 

SPB announces Young the 
Giant as WILD headliner
AIDEN BLINN
NEWS EDITOR

SEE WILD, PAGE 2
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LORI WHITE

VICE CHANCELLOR FOR 
STUDENT AFFAIRS

“If you see a weapon 
on campus, hear of 
another person who 

has a weapon on 
campus, or are 

concerned about a 
potential violation of 

university policy, please 
say something to 

somebody.”

MARK WRIGHTON
“It has been 

long-standing university 
policy that  weapons and 
explosives ... are strictly 

prohibited on our 
campuses ... These 

policies are in place to 
help ensure the safety of 
our students, faculty and 

staff”

CHANCELLOR

MARK GLENN

xxxxxxxx

“We’ll fully investigate 
any calls that we get 
on violations of the 

policy. They can 
definitely 

call and make an 
anonymous report 

to the police 
department, and 

we’ll still investigate it”

CHIEF OF  WASH. U. 
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Administration on 
updated weapons policy

GRAPHIC BY BRANDON WILBURN

Administrators discuss motivations, enforcement and policy 
changes, importance of  improving “clarity and transparency”
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Lecture: “Reinventing Hollywood: How 1940s Filmmakers Changed Movie  
Storytelling”
McDonnell Hall, Room 162,  4:00 p.m.
David Bordwell of  University of  Wisconsin, Madison will discuss reinventing Hollywood. 
The talk focuses on several that added enduring creative options to cinematic storytelling. 
Sponsored by Film and Media Studies Program. 

Lecture: “Toward Healing and Health – Advancing Equity in Health Care”
Hillman Hall, Clark-Fox Forum, 5:00 p.m.
Louis Sullivan, former U.S. HHS secretary, will deliver the Brown School’s annual 
Youngdahl Lecture. Reception at 5 p.m. precedes the lecture. Free and open to the public. 
Register online to reserve a seat. 

The 24th Biennial St. Louis Symposium on German Literature and Culture – “The 
Arts of Democratization: Styling Political Sensibilities in Postwar West Germany”
Various locations, 5:00 p.m.
(April 5, 6, 7)   Sponsors include the Dept. of  Germanic Languages and Literatures. See 
website for program, speakers, various locations. Contact: Rebecca at rolaughlin@wustl.
edu.

Free Screening – “A Letter to Three Wives” (1949) – 2K DCP Digital Restoration
Brown Hall, Room 100, 7:00 p.m.
Director Joseph Mankiewicz considered this adaptation of  John Klempner’s 1946 novel to 
be his first film as a full-fledged creator. Sponsored by Film and Media Studies Program. 

Spring 2018 Jazz at Holmes – Brianna Brown Band
Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge, 8:00 p.m.
Talented St. Louis voice in jazz and R&B.  Throughout the spring semester, enjoy free live 
performances by noted local and regional jazz artists from 8 to 10 p.m. Thursday nights. 
Sponsors include Student Union, University College and Summer School, Congress of  the 
South 40, and Dept. of  Music.  Café open. 

FRIDAY 6

Azareen Van Der Vliet Oloomi reads from her fiction
Duncker Hall, Hurst Lounge, Room 201, 8:00 p.m.
Author Azareen Van Der Vliet Oloomi will host a reading. Sponsored by Dept. of  English.

Lecture: “Seeing and Seeking: A Beholder’s Guide to Gombrich”
Seigle Hall, Room L002, 2:30 p.m.
David Bordwell of  the University of  Wisconsin, Madison will discuss seeing and seeking. 
This talk considers some of  Gombrich’s central ideas and suggests how they can inform 
our appreciation of  art and our research into cinema. Sponsored by Film and Media Stud-
ies Program. 

Travel Lecture Series: “Guatemala: The Land of the Maya”
Laboratory Sciences Building, Room 300, 6:00 p.m.
Filmmaker Brent Winebrenner.  $5 at the door. (NOTE: Second show at 8:30 p.m.)  Spon-
sored by University Alumni Association.

WUDance Collective: “The Gathering”
Mallinckrodt Center, Edison Theatre, 8:00 p.m.
(April 6 and 7)  *Ticketed event.  Performing Arts Department’s repertory dance company 
is comprised of  distinguished student dancers. We welcome you to join us as we explore 
the forces and ideas that bring us together in a world which in many ways seems to want 
to pull us apart. Purchase tickets online or call 314-935-6543. Artistic direction by Cecil 
Slaughter. 

SATURDAY 7

Art on Campus Walking Tour
Bauer Hall, 11:00 a.m.
Tour of  artworks recently installed throughout the Danforth Campus as part of  the Art on 
Campus program, led by Leslie Markle, curator for public art. The tour begins at Bauer 
Hall, weather permitting. See webpage for details and parking info.

Open Rehearsal with Martin Bresnick and the musicians of MOCM
560 Music Center, 560 Trinity Ave. 63130, E. Desmond Lee Concert Hall, 3:00 p.m.
This is a chance to go to an open rehearsal with Martin Bresnick and MOCM musicians. 
Onstage seating. 

SUNDAY 8

Annual Islam Awareness Week – “Raising Up Refugees”
Cupples Hall, Room L009, 2:00 p.m.
Hosted by Washington University Muslim Students Association to deepen understanding 
of  Islam. See online for other events this week. 

BE JUST! The Chamber Music of Martin Bresnick
560 Music Center, 560 Trinity Ave. 63130, E. Desmond Lee Concert Hall, 7:00 p.m.
*Ticketed event.  An evening with acclaimed composer Martin Bresnick, in conjunction 
with the Dept. of  Music, Washington University and Christopher Stark, the Missouri 
Chamber Music Festival presents a concert focusing on the brilliant compositions of  Mar-
tin Bresnick. Also on the program – music of  Christopher Stark and Bela Bartok. Purchase 
tickets online. 

theFLIPSIDE
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Larceny - Olin
Complainant reports theft of  keys from her work area. 
Disposition: Pending 

headliner and Middle 
Eastern headliner we’ve 
had, and it’s really cool to 
start seeing all of  the ele-
ments of  diversity that we 
can,” Shao said. “We’re 
excited to continue increas-
ing our ability to cater to 
different genres and also 
different presences on 
campus.”

Shao is similarly pleased 

to have opening act Molly 
Kate Kestner on campus.

“She’s definitely a more 
up-and-coming sound in 
music. Her voice is really 
powerful, so we’re excited 
to see what she brings to 
the table,” Shao said.

Shao believes that Dizzy 
Wright’s performance will 
complement the other acts 
well and prepare the crowd 

for Young the Giant to take 
the stage.

“He’s been in the music 
industry for a while, and 
he’s collaborated with 
some big-name rappers 
as well, and he just has 
a really hype style of  
music,” Shao said. “We’re 
excited to have him amp 
up the atmosphere for the 
headliner.”

WILD from page 1 

TEST from page 1 

and a lot of  other public 
speaking-type things,” 
Phelan said. “I think the 
biggest thing I’m involved 
with now is the Roosevelt 
Institute, which is a pol-
icy writing club where 
students can write pieces 
of  policy, policy memos, 

things of  that nature 
which actually have the 
potential to be passed and 
implemented and to make 
a difference.”

Clifford 
recommends that under-
graduate students visit the 
University’s law school 

and talk to admissions if  
they are interested in pur-
suing law. 

“It is a big decision 
when thinking about law 
school and we would be 
happy to offer any infor-
mation or assistance that 
we can,” she said.

Kate Lee 
awarded 
Fulbright 

Scholarship

Washington University 
senior Kate Lee was 
awarded a Fulbright 
Scholarship by the 
J. William Fulbright 
Scholarship Board 
Tuesday. A member of  the 
University’s women’s tennis 
team and a history major, 
Lee has been selected as a 
Fulbright English Teaching 
Assistant for South Korea. 
Lee will receive six weeks 
of  language and culture 
training before being 
appointed to her position 
which will start in July 
2018 and continue for a 
year.

Lee isn’t without experi-
ence, as she taught English 
to children who lived in 
areas outside of  Seoul in 
the summer of  2014.

“I applied for the 
Fulbright grant because 
I found the program’s 
commitment to cultural 
exchange and learning so 
attractive,” Lee wrote in a 
statement to Student Life. 
“I’m really looking forward 

to the six weeks of  intensive 
language, culture and ESL 
instruction I will be receiv-
ing prior to my placement 
in a South Korean school. 
I believe the lessons that I 
learn during that time will 
help me better connect 
with my future students 
and allow me to appreciate 
Korean culture on a greater 
level.”

Islam 
Awareness Week 

2018

Islam Awareness Week 
2018, which began April 2, 
will continue until April 8. 
Hosted by the Washington 
University Muslim Students 
Association (MSA), the 
week includes four events. 
The first event, Islam In 
Africa Discussion, a round-
table discussion facilitated 
by Professor El Hadji 
Samba Diallo took place on 
Monday. On Wednesday, 
MSA challenged Washington 
University students to eat 
halal for a day, in part of  a 
larger effort to bring more 
halal options to campus.

MSA will also be hosting 
Halaqa: a Discussion on 
Income Inequality Friday 
at 2:00 p.m. in Lopata 

prayer room. Their last 
event on Sunday in Cupples 
II room L009 is Raising 
Up Refugees, a discussion 
about the life of  refugees in 
St. Louis.

Relay for Life

Relay for Life will host 
their opening ceremony 
at 7 p.m on Francis Field, 
with events starting at 6 
p.m on Saturday, April 
7 and lasting until 6:00 
a.m on Sunday, April 8. 
Events will include Pie a 
Professor, a silent rave and 
performances by several 
student groups as well as a 
hypnotist.  

The event’s Luminaria 
Ceremony will take place 
between 10 p.m. and 11:30 
p.m. Saturday. In addi-
tion to volunteers, only 
those who have registered 
and either sent five emails 
through their dashboard 
or raised $100 can attend 
the events and participate. 
Registration is still open. 

For more information 
and event times students 
can visit Relay For Life at 
Washington University’s 
Facebook page and web-
site or contact Samantha 
Corson at samantha.cor-
son@cancer.org

News In Brief: Fulbright, IAW, Relay
NEWS EDITORS
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WU Hip Hop Union performs before the WILD artist reveal in the Danforth University Center 
Wednesday. Improv group K.A.R.L. and a cappella group The Amateurs also took the stage. 

Social Programming Board announced rock band Young the Giant as this year’s spring WILD 
headliner. Singer-songwriter Molly Kate Kestner and rapper Dizzy Wright will open for the act. 



Takarabune, a Japanese 
word meaning “treasure 
boat,” is also the name 
of  a dance company that 
dances Awa Odori--a 
traditional Japanese dance 
with about 400 years of  
history behind it. Now, 
reading this, one might 
conjure up an image of  a 
group of  solemn danc-
ers, faces somber, moving 
slowly to the beat of  an 
austere, stately drum. 

To this I respond: 

my throat was sore the 
morning after their show 
on March 28 in Umrath 
Lounge after yelling the 
lyrics to Queen’s “We Will 
Rock You.”

From the very start of  
the show, Takarabune 
makes sure that the audi-
ence knows its job, and 
it is certainly not to clap 
politely at the end of  the 
performance. Well, there 
is clapping, but it’s during 
the show to a joyous beat 
that gets faster and faster 
as the performers rile the 
audience up with various 

call-and-response whoops, 
hollers and chants.

Each dancer has a 
personality of  their own 
that shines through: from 
Shinnosuke, jolly and ear-
nest as he pounds the large 
drum strapped to his belly, 
to Takashi, deviously 
stealing the show with his 
bright hair and clown-like 
antics. Every member’s 
energy was electric, as it 
needs to be for a group of  
five to win over and fully 
engage a crowd of  fifty.

And these dancers are 
skilled. From tapping out 

complex polyrhythms on 
various instruments (e.g. 
a drum, a tambourine, 
a floor…), to incredible 
dances with complex and 
Byzantine footwork, they 
seem to never run out of  
breath, enjoying every 
minute. These are artists 
who put on a real perfor-
mance for the audience.

Beyond their dazzling 

stage presence, the dancers 
are incredibly friendly, 
humble and approachable. 
Their kindness was such 
that they remembered it 
was my birthday on the 
day of  the show (which 
I had offhandedly men-
tioned at a meet-and-greet 
lunch earlier), and they 
even sang happy birth-
day to me and gathered 

around for a picture. 
Truly, this experience 
served to elevate my day 
to a whole new level, 
cementing it as an incred-
ibly special memory. From 
start to finish, Takarabune 
gives a spectacular show 
and does everything in 
its power to create an 
important experience for 
all present.

While usually reserved 
for speakers and comics, 
indie rock band Mothers 
came to Graham Chapel 
this past Tuesday to kick 
off  KWUR Week 2018. 
The seven days of  music are 
hosted by KWUR 90.3 FM, 
Washington University’s 
student radio station, to 
promote student and local 
music around St. Louis, 
as well as the station itself. 
Mothers is one of  the two 
headliners that KWUR is 
bringing to Washington 

University over the course 
of  the week.

Student desk lamps set 
the stage for the Mothers’ 
performance in Graham 
Chapel Tuesday night. 
KWUR members col-
lected lamps from Wash. U. 
students, put colored bulbs 
in them and arranged them 
on the Graham stage. It 
created a low-key and chill 
ambience in perfect tune 
with Mothers’ music.

While Graham Chapel 
itself  is a large venue, most 
of  the audience members 
came up to the area in front 
of  the stage to stand and 

dance which created a more 
intimate-feeling show. The 
crowd vibes, when paired 
with the low lighting, made 
the whole show seem 
smaller and more intimate, 
almost like a basement 
show. 

Wash. U. student band 
American Poetry Club, 
primarily composed of  
KWUR members, played 
a simultaneously slow and 
lively set as the opener. 
Their music, while consis-
tent in style, ranged greatly 
in cadence, volume and 
tone. American Poetry 
Club’s epitomized the 
sound of  a college indie 
rock band. 

Then, it was Mothers’ 
turn to perform. Their 
music, a hypnotizing blend 
of  experimental, folk rock 
and indie rock, swept over 
the crowd in waves. It was 
the kind of  experience 
where you couldn’t help 
but sway to the rhythm—
Mothers was enchanting. 
Kristine Leschper’s voice 
blended with the loud guitar 
and bass of  their songs 
which were punctuated by a 
strong drum beat.

Waves of  rhythm came 
out of  the speakers, car-
rying the audience along. 
While the mixing of  the 
show could have been bet-
ter, as with any live show, 

the effect created was one in 
which Leschper’s voice was 
heard more for its sound 
than its words. 

Mothers’ performance 
was one that suited the 
ambience of  the venue. 
While normally Graham 
Chapel would not seem like 
the place for a band like 
Mothers to perform, being 
in the crowd in the front, I 
forgot I was even in Graham 
Chapel and just ended up 
finding myself  in the music. 
The golden-dark light of  the 
venue seemed to enhance 
the performance of  Mothers 
more than anything else, 

and the visuals projected 
onto a screen between the 
band members created a 
nice piece of  background 
stimulation. At times, the 
images would shake with an 
especially strong drum beat, 
emphasizing the force of  
the hit, both sonically and 
physically, creating the feel-
ing of  the beat resonating in 
your chest. 

The set was stimulating 
above all else. It was more 
than just a musical experi-
ence—it was visual and 
physical; the music took you 
with it. 

On Wednesday, KWUR 

hosted a set of  local bands 
at the South 40 Clocktower. 
Friday April 6 at 9 p.m., 
Gabriel Garzon Montano 
and Chester Watson will 
come to the Gargoyle. 
Saturday April 7 KWUR 
will showcase their DJ’s at 
the Co-Op starting at 9:30 
p.m. KWUR week will 
come to a close on Sunday 
April 8 when composer 
Martin Bresnick will per-
form a classical set at the 
560 Music Center at 7 p.m. 
American Poetry Club will 
next perform April 7 as a 
part of  WUStock, held on 
the South 40.
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Mothers brings waves of music to Graham Chapel stage
JOSH ZUCKER
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

Takarabune wows audience both on and off the stage

JOSH ZUCKER | STUDENT LIFE
Wash. U. student band American Poetry Club performs on the Graham Chapel stage. The band 
opened for Mothers on the first night of KWUR Week, a set of events put on by the radio station.

Kristine Leschper of Mothers, the first of several headliners 
for KWUR week, plays in Graham Chapel for KWUR Week.

JOSH ZUCKER | STUDENT LIFE

KOS SARFO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

A member of the Takarabune dance company performs the Awa Odori, a traditional Japanese 
dance. The event was held in Umrath Lounge on March 28 and hosted by the East Asian Lan-
guages and Cultures department, East Asian Studies program and Performing Arts department.
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The St. Louis Blues 
(maybe) march toward 
the Stanley Cup playoffs, 
the St. Louis Cardinals 
play ball in today’s home 
opener at Busch Stadium 
and the Washington 
University baseball and 
softball teams enter the 
dog days of  after-spring-
break-before-final-exams. 
Yes, April is here, snow, 
thunderstorms and all. 
And that means just one 
month remains in this year 
of  Bear sports. Welcome 
to the final edition of  
Red and Green, where we 
digest and regurgitate the 
best and worst that repre-
sent Wash. U. athletics.

Red
13: That’s the number of  
freshmen on the baseball 
Bears’ roster. Consider 
this: It’s more than the 
number of  sophomores, 
juniors and seniors com-
bined, 12, that make up 
the rest of  the Red and 

Green’s 25-man crew. The 
distribution of  age is star-
tling; take out the nine 
sophomores and you’re left 
with just three upperclass-
men, including the lone 
pending graduate, out-
fielder Auggie Mense. It’s 
an odd year when the team 
doesn’t even have a Senior 
Day on its schedule.

Youth isn’t a negative 
on its own, necessarily. 
The cubs have scratched 
out a 14-8 record, just two 
games behind the pace of  
last year’s squad, a veteran 
group that earned its third 
consecutive UAA title. But 
with youth comes inex-
perience and, potentially, 
fatigue. Over half  the 
team hasn’t yet played a 
full college season. When 
it’s in the home stretch, 
with a playoff  berth in 
sight, will it be able to 
maintain the energy that 
has gotten them to this 
point? Again, to be fair, 
they haven’t shown any 
signs of  slowing down 
yet. In fact, they’ve dem-
onstrated the opposite: 
They started 0-3, then 
turned things around and 

haven’t lost consecutive 
games since. But the April 
calendar may prove daunt-
ing—it’s never easy to go 
to Emory University, and 
Wash. U. must navigate 
through four against No. 
13 Case Western Reserve 
University.

If  these Bears are going 
to keep it up, the load 
will fall on the shoulders 
of  three freshmen—liter-
ally. Though junior John 
Howard is the ace, three 
rookies are among the 
five pitchers who have 
fired double-digit frames: 
righties Ryan Loutos, Tim 
Tague and Rees Viersen. 
Loutos and Tague in par-
ticular aren’t a huge step 
behind Howard’s 0.89 
ERA. The two have com-
bined for a stellar 1.70 
mark over 69 innings, and 
if  they can maintain that 
through the century mark, 
the Bears will be in good 
shape come late April.

2.90: Once again, the 
softball Bears are rely-
ing on two pitchers for 
the bulk of  their innings, 
seniors Maggie Clapp and 

Anna McKee. The pair has 
combined for a 2.90 ERA, 
which isn’t bad by any 
means. But it isn’t quite up 
to the standards the two 
established last year. In 
2017, Clapp and McKee 
delivered 264.1 innings 
of  1.85-run ball, and the 
full-run regression is a big 
reason why Wash. U. is 6-6 
right now when it was 14-6 
after 20 games last sea-
son. It’s important to note 
the sample size: The cur-
rent mark is over just 59 
innings, over 200 innings 
short of  the 2017 total, 
mostly due to rainouts. So, 
the duo has plenty of  time 
to sort things out, and in 
all likelihood, they’ll expe-
rience positive regression 
to the old baseline. If  they 
do, no opposing offense 
will want to face the Red 
and Green the rest of  the 
way.

Green
.368: For a relatively 
inexperienced squad, the 
baseball Bears sure do 
the single most important 
thing in baseball pretty 
well: get on base. Their 
.368 clip is a full hun-
dred-plus points above 
their .264 batting average, 
while last year’s Bears 
sported only a .089 differ-
ential. Mense, of  course, 
is near the top of  the 
leaderboard, third among 
Wash. U. batters with a 
.426 on-base percentage. 
That’s actually part of  a 
downward trend—from 
.465 sophomore year to 
.448 junior year to .426 at 
the moment—but Mense 
has continued to show a 
good eye, evening out his 
strikeout and walk totals 
at 24 apiece. In the top 
two are freshman Henry 

Singer at .431 and junior 
infielder Evan Nagel at 
.440. Nagel’s improvement 
is impressive; after hitting 
just .171/.326/.286 as a 
sophomore, he’s made the 
leap as an upperclassman, 
hitting .288/.440/.364 to 
morph into one of  Wash. 
U.’s top hitters.

The collective on-
base skills have helped 
minimize the adverse 
effects of  the Bears’ lack 
of  power. The Red and 
Green haven’t mashed a 
single tater to date and 
have dipped 87 points in 
slugging percentage to 
.320—below the on-base 
mark, a rarity. Still, if  
there’s one skill to possess, 
it’s getting on base, and the 
Bears definitely know how 
to do that.

14: The softball team has 
only played three games 
against ranked teams this 
season, thanks to four 
rainouts against Illinois 
Wesleyan University (in 
two different states on two 

different weekends, no 
less). But in those match-
ups—against No. 16 Ithaca 
College, No. 12 Ramapo 
College and No. 5 Trine 
University—the Red and 
Green feature a plus-14 
run differential, blowing 
out Ithaca and Trine, 11-2 
and 11-3, respectively, and 
dropping a close contest to 
Ramapo, 5-2. What does 
that mean? Maybe noth-
ing; it can be dangerous 
to draw conclusions from 
individual games, espe-
cially in this sport, where 
even the best teams lose 40 
percent of  the time and the 
worst teams win 40 percent 
of  the time. But the scores 
at least prove that Wash. 
U.’s talent, if  things come 
together, can take the field 
with any team. No team 
the Red and Green have on 
the docket sports a record 
better than 13-6, which is 
very good but not domi-
nant. If  the Bears play up 
to their potential, they can 
run through the remainder 
of  the schedule with ease.

Members of  Washington 
University’s athletic com-
munity are taking part 
in Division III week 
this week, with the 
Student-Athlete Advisory 
Committee (SAAC) pro-
moting events highlighting 
Wash. U. student-athletes.

“DIII week celebrates 
Division III athletes and 
why some of  these ath-
letes chose to go DIII over 
some of  their [Division 
I] offers,” SAAC spirit 
committee head Radha 
Vishnubhotla said. “It’s 
recognizing their want 
to have a good education 
along with their athletics. 
It’s reaching out to the 
community and bridging 

that gap between the 
student-athletes and the 
student body. That is the 
main goal of  Division III 
week.”

Division III week was 
started in 2011 as part of  
an initiative taken by the 
NCAA to establish an 
identity for Division III 
teams. According to the 
NCAA, the goal of  the 
initiative was to depict 
Division III as an avenue 
which “combines rigorous 
academics, competitive 
sports and an opportunity 
to pursue other interests.”

SAAC has been high-
lighting a few events that 
are going on this week.

“We’ve been promot-
ing the breakfast that’s in 
the [Athletics Complex],” 
Vishnubhotla said. “It’s 

being provided on the sec-
ond floor from 7:30 to 9:30 
to anyone who works out 
in the morning or ends 
morning practices. We 
went there this week, and 
we had free donuts and 
we were talking to people 
about what we have going 
on. We’re giving out sun-
glasses and coffee.”

In addition to physical 
events, SAAC has been 
using social media to pro-
mote awareness of  the 
week. 

“We have an Instagram 
following and on that we 
have videos about why 
DIII,” Vishnubhotla said. 
“We’re showcasing the per-
sonalities of  these athletes, 
what they do on a daily 
basis and what their expe-
rience is like as an athlete 

at Wash. U.”
The week serves as an 

opportunity for students 
to reflect on the value of  
being a student-athlete. 

“Being a student-athlete 
has impacted my time here 
because it automatically 
gave me a sense of  com-
munity and people to look 
up to,” freshman track and 
field runner Caira Watson 
said. “It gave me people 
that I know no matter 
what will be there for more 
rather it be athletically, per-
sonally or academically.”

DIII sports are some-
times thought of  as college 
sports-lite, despite the fact 
that athletes still sacri-
fice as much and work as 
hard as their DI and DII 
counterparts. According 
to sophomore Christian 

Henry, a wide receiver on 
the football team, there is 
no real offseason at this 
level of  competition.

“You may stop play-
ing games against other 
schools at some point dur-
ing the year, but you’re 
engaging in different 
activities with your team 
essentially the whole 
school year,” Henry said. 
“[College sports] demand 
a higher level of  commit-
ment than high school 
sports and also force you to 
make some tough choices 
with how you spend and 
budget your time because 
you can’t do everything.”

Beyond this week, SAAC 
hopes that the greater 
Wash. U. community will 
continue to show support 
to athletic community in 

their endeavors.
“One thing we’ve been 

trying to do, not just this 
week, but the entire year, 
especially through SAAC, 
is to promote more spirit 
within the Wash. U. com-
munity,” Vishnubhotla 
said. “We’re one of  the 
most successful sports 
programs in all of  DIII. 
We’re wanting to show-
case that, get the word out, 
and get the spirit up of  the 
Wash. U. community as a 
whole. It’s not just about 
promoting the student-
athletes. It’s about creating 
an atmosphere that the 
entire student body can 
rally behind. We can come 
together and be one com-
munity, not just athletes 
over here and students over 
there.”
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Student-athletes celebrate, reflect during Division III Week
DORIAN DEBOSE
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

ROHAN GUPTA
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Red and Green: Spring is somewhat in the air in St. Louis

The front of Sumers Recreation Center, where this week the Athletics Department is holding 
events to celebrate Wash. U. student athletes as part of the national NCAA Division III Week.

The basketball courts in the Sumers Recreation Center, where this week the Athletics 
Department has been hosting events to promote support of Wash. U. student athletes.

ZOEY MILLER | STUDENT LIFESTEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE

The volleyball team huddles around head coach Michelle Venterella during a game last year. 
The Bears hold a plus-14 run differential against ranked teams, scoring 24 and allowing just 8.

GEORDAN NEINSTEIN | STUDENT LIFE

John Brinkman bats against Buena Vista College Mar. 4. With 
a .338 average, Brinkman is a key hitter in the Bears’ lineup  

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE
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Stop outing sexual assault survivors. Sincrely, Survivors 

K

Dear Katy, 

What do I do if  my 
friends keep outing me as 
a sexual assault survi-
vor? It’s something that 
takes me a lot of  time to 
be comfortable telling 
people, so I’m not okay 
with it being talked about 
before I’m ready. I don’t 
want to lose friends over 
this, but I also don’t want 
to have to sacrifice my 
anonymity. 

—Preferably Private 

Private,

I’m so sorry. You are 
right. That is your story, 
your experience, and no 
one has a right to reveal 
it, or explain it, but 
you. It never ceases to 

amaze me the amount of  
people who simply don’t 
understand that survivors 
stories are their own. 
When you are put in a 
position with no control, 
no agency, and no safety, 
afterwards, all you want is 
control. You want control 
over everything. More 
than that, it often feels 
like the least safe option 
is to tell anybody. Sexual 
assault is a stigmatized 
crime. For you to reveal 
to someone that this hap-
pened to you requires a 
level of  trust that this per-
son will not shame you, 
blame you, or invalidate 
you, and minimize your 
experience like society 
has taught them to. And 
even if  you trust them 
and tell them, there’s no 
guarantee that they won’t 
do one if  not all of  those 
things! In my experience, 

very few people actually 
do respond the right way. 

So, let’s take a moment 
to wonder why your 
friends are outing you, so 
we can figure out the best 
way to respond. 

They simply like to 
gossip: 

I’ve had this happen 
to me. I told someone 
about my experience in 
confidence, made it clear 
to them that this was a 
private story, and they 
immediately told their 
best-friend, their boy-
friend and who knows 
how many other people 
that I didn’t know. I found 
out about it later, from the 
initial confidant herself. 
She told me that she told 
them a while back, before 
I published the article 
about my experience, 
but since everyone knew 
about it now, she was 

sure it was fine. It wasn’t 
fine. It was my story, 
that was spread solely to 
entertain, to be the hottest 
gossip, and to exploit my 
experience as simply a 
conversation topic. I had 
no idea what the response 
from these people was, no 
idea if  these people were 
even inclined to believe 
or support me, and had 
no idea what my friend 
said happened in the 
first place. Did she share 
with them something I 
wasn’t comfortable with 
them knowing (although 
I wasn’t comfortable with 
them knowing anything 
at all)? Did she treat my 
experience with respect, 
or did she bring it up as 
a cautionary tale, or as 
something I would never 
get over? Did she bring 
it up because she was 
upset with me because my 

trauma was affecting her 
life? This is what I was 
left with. No control. No 
safety. No trust. A loss 
of  that person as a part 
of  my support system. 
If  I’m being generous, 
she probably just didn’t 
understand the weight 
of  that secret she was 
sharing. But that lack 
of  understanding, in my 
opinion was no excuse. 
It shouldn’t take being 
assaulted, to understand 
why a survivor makes 
certain requests. Simply 
listen. 

That’s besides the point 
though. If  you think 
these friends are simply 
outing you to gossip, 
confront them. If  they’ve 
broken your trust like 
that, explain to them how 
disenfranchising their 
actions are despite how 
innocent they want to 

say they are. If  they still 
can’t respect your wish to 
have something private of  
yours stay private, if  they 
can’t seem to empathize 
at all, consider cutting 
them off. You can stay 
friends with them, sure, 
but when it comes to the 
nitty-gritty, they might 
not need to be your go-to 
people. 

They’re doing it 
because they’re worried 
about you and they just 
wanted to poll people for 
advice:

I’ve also had this 
happen to me. I didn’t 
appreciate it, it pissed me 
off  in the moment, and 
scared me and wounded 
me and made me feel 
like a child, but this one 
has an easier fix. I told 
everyone I confided in 

SEE SURVIVE, PAGE 6



          drink &  dine
[weekly bar and restaurant guide]

6681 DELMAR BLVD.
NOW ACCEPTING BEAR BUCKS

CASUAL.
AFFORDABLE.

WALK FROM CAMPUS. 
TAVOLOV.COM

advertise
here
Call 935.6713 or email advertising@studlfe.com for details!

YOUR ENTIRE ORDER
WITH A VALID COLLEGE I.D.

6197 DELMAR BLVD  |  PICCIONEPASTRY.COM

THINK SPRING!
NEW MENU ITEMS
NOW AVAILABLE

TRY THEM ALL ON
COLLEGE NIGHT

EVERY WEDNESDAY
5-9PM

WU Student Life Ad 3.26.18.pdf   1   3/26/2018   9:55:01 AM

6504 Delmar in The Loop

We have  
mozzarella sticks  
EVERY day & night!

Take a Tour
BlueberryHill.com

6504 Delmar in The Loop

Whenever 
you see  

the moon 
think of the

6177 Delmar in The Loop
MoonriseHotel.com  

HHe of the
One PPnd

Beef Bulgogi
Try Pr Kalbi
& SSndubu

@asiankitchenstl

Unlimited Sides

Order online asiankitchenmo.com

314-72-SUGAR
colleenscookies.com

SEE YOU SOON
Always Accepting Bear Bucks & WU Discounts

Felix Reyes 
R&B Blues guitarist and songwriter

with a special 2nd set tribute to 
The Fabulous Thunderbirds

KATY HUTSON | SENIOR SCENE EDITOR | SCENE@STUDLIFE.COM6   STUDENT LIFE THURSDAY, APRIL 5, 2018

afterwards that if  they 
needed to talk to some-
one about this, to ask 
someone questions, or to 
simply ask for advice that 
they didn’t feel comfort-
able asking me, they 
should go to the RSVP 
center and talk to some-
one who was confidential. 
I actually had one friend 
do this and it completely 
saved and grew our rela-
tionship. They became my 
person because it made 
me trust them so much 
more than the friends that 
talked about me behind 
my back and then felt 
the need to report back 
the horrible content to 
me afterwards. If  they’re 

doing it out of  concern 
and out of  the pursuit 
for knowledge they feel 
like they can’t gain on 
their own, or would be 
insensitive to gain from 
you, then they should go 
talk to a professional. Not 
only that, but a profes-
sional that you trust not 
to spread your story - a 
confidential one. Even 
if  they say they talked to 
someone about it without 
mentioning your name, 
that’s still a betrayal, and 
it’s usually not hard to 
figure out who someone’s 
talking about as well. It’s 
still a breach. The logical 
conclusion would be to 
explain that break of  trust 

to them and then refer 
them to the RSVP center. 
If  they really have your 
best interests at heart, 
they’ll go there.

I’m sharing my experi-
ences with you because 
I think it’s important for 
you to hear this. You are 
not alone. I understand 
how infuriating this is. 
Despite the fact that you 
are not alone, you should 
also not settle for this 
mediocrity. You shouldn’t 
have to sacrifice your ano-
nymity to have a support 
system. You shouldn’t 
have to go through this in 
the first place, but it’s the 
reality of  the world today 
that people get sexually 

assaulted, and that many 
college students have 
experienced this. I’m 
sorry you have to have 
these conversations with 
friends, and I’m sorry that 
they’re not doing their 
part well, or are not edu-
cated enough to their part 
well. It shouldn’t be your 
job to educate them, but 
sadly that is the position 
survivors are often put 
in. This month is sexual 
assault awareness month. 
Hopefully, this will be 
the ample time for your 
friends to become more 
aware about your reality. 

—Katy Hutson, Senior Scene 
Editor

SURVIVE from page 5 
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I 
recently quit the ten-
nis team. Thousands 
of  hours of  train-
ing, lost weekends, 

lost memories—lost for 
no reason, I thought. 
I was resentful of  this 
wasted time and upset 
at myself  for not look-
ing at the bigger picture 
sooner. I wanted to do 
something more, some-
thing that would push 
me out of  the identity as 
an athlete that I held for 
so long. My reasoning 
was that college is short, 
too short to be traveling 
every weekend and not 
being able to pursue other 
passions that I couldn’t in 
high school because of  my 
sports commitment. I also 
felt like I was missing the 
small moments that forge 

the connections that last 
a lifetime. I don’t regret 
the decision, but the 
devaluation of  my time 
as a tennis player and an 
athlete in general was 
misguided.

 I wrote my college 
essay about how one of  
the biggest issues around 
the world is girls being 
deprived of  the oppor-
tunity to participate in 
sports. The leadership, 
connections and con-
fidence that are built 
through sports are unpar-
alleled, and I couldn’t 
fathom who I would be if  
I hadn’t been constantly 
going from practice to 
practice ever since I was 
eight. I think this is why 
the resentment came at 
first after I relinquished 
the title of  a (Division III) 
varsity athlete status—it 
was a breakup. You have 

to get angry before you 
see the good times you 
had together. Either way, 
it was a huge shift in my 
value systems and my 
priorities. Now, it has 
been sufficient time to 
reminisce about the truly 
amazing things that came 
out of  these years of  dedi-
cation. A big thing that 
kept me going throughout 
everything was the people 
that were there for me 
every step of  the way. 

 Unconditional support 
is one of  the most amaz-
ing things a person can 
give to someone. I have 
been so lucky to be able 
to set goals and dream big 
and have people in my life 
who not only support me, 
but actively pursue help-
ing me be my best. One 
such person is coach Parul 
Verma. Every time I broke 
down mentally and lost 

sight of  everything else 
but my backhand going 
rogue, he reminded me 
that I was lucky to be on 
the court. He talked me 
through my lows—replac-
ing anger with gratitude, 
determination and the 
knowledge that every-
thing is under my control. 
It is about how hard I 
work, how much I push 
myself, and I have no 
one to blame but myself. 
Coming from a town 
like Palo Alto, Calif., 
where kids are pampered 
and protected and given 
all the opportunities to 
succeed, it was a differ-
ent experience to have 
someone who left it up to 
me to decide how hard we 
worked and when. He was 
not a comforting mentor 
that let my failures go by 
unnoticed—he addressed 
them, talked about them 

and made me a better 
person and player because 
of  it. He would tell stories 
of  his days when he was 
a kid in India—he was 
smaller than the other 
players, which is a natural 
disadvantage, but he 
would just keep fighting in 
every single point, putting 
spin and height on the 
ball, giving himself  time. 
This work ethic pathed 
the way for him to play 
for the Division I Eastern 
Kentucky University ten-
nis team at a very high 
level. He taught me to 
play to my strengths, be it 
on the court or in life. 

 This contributed to the 
biggest lesson I learned 
from tennis. We have to 
accept ourselves for who 
we are, and learn to make 
the best out of  it. We must 
push ourselves to our 
limits in order to win the 

tough battles. Parul defi-
nitely does that, in every 
aspect of  his life, and 
encourages those around 
him to live to his standard. 
Life is short and college 
is short, but I feel I didn’t 
waste time with tennis 
and with people who truly 
inspired me. I will always 
hear the encouragements 
that were shouted at me 
every time I try to accom-
plish something and know 
that if  I can get that last 
forehand over the net, I 
can do anything I set my 
mind to. Life is a men-
tal battle between your 
many selves and you have 
to decide who you are 
rooting for. This mind-
set helps me persevere 
through the tough times 
at Washington University, 
which are plentiful, and 
will continue to do so in 
the future.

The last set
CELESTE WOLOSHYN
CLASS OF 2020

OP-ED SUBMISSION

W
ith hits 
like 
“Versace 
on the 

Floor” and “Finesse,” 
Bruno Mars is no 
stranger to the spotlight; 
and after his infamous 
Grammy sweep, he 
remains in the public 
eye. But it’s safe to say 
that the attention Mars 
has been receiving in 
recent weeks is far from 
what the singer is accus-
tomed to. He recently 
has come under fire for 
cultural appropriation 
in his musical style and 
genre of  choice. Many 
believe that he plays up 
his racial ambiguity to 
“cross” genres (although 
a quick Google search 
will tell you that Mars is 
primarily of  Puerto Rican 
and Filipino descent). 
It’s understandable why 
many believe this; Mars’ 

music carries a style and 
soul that is eerily familiar 
to that which typically 
is associated with black 
music. For some, it comes 
as a bit of  a shock to 
see a man who is not 
black profit off  the music 
that has been primar-
ily cultivated by black 
people. Thus, he has 
been accused by many 
of  appropriating black 
culture. 

For context, cul-
tural appropriation is 
a relatively new term 
(at least new in terms 
of  frequency), and thus 
comes with its own 
assortment of  a and 
confusion. Generally, 
people define this phrase 
as the majority adopting 
certain characteristics 
that are exclusive to the 
culture of  the minor-
ity without permission 
from the minority group. 
Commonly, people refer 
to white people imitating 
black culture, glorifying 

(and making trendy) the 
aspects in which they 
deem “cool,” while fail-
ing to realize the struggle 
and hardship that often 
accompanies such 
aspects. For example, 
the N-word was once 
a term meant solely to 
degrade and diminish 
black people. It was a 
word that undeniably had 
hardship closely attached 
to it, and it represented 
the struggles of  the black 
community. The word has 
since been reclaimed by 
the black community and 
is almost used as a term 
of  endearment among 
black people, as a means 
to take the negative 
power out of  the once 
derogatory word. The 
problem arises, however, 
when the word is used 
by those who are not 
members of  the black 
community. It is no secret 
that the word has since 
become almost trendy, 
often used in songs or 

as simply another term 
on social media. With 
this comes the afore-
mentioned frustration; 
you can’t represent the 
culture as if  it were your 
own, simply because 
it’s deemed convention-
ally acceptable. In doing 
so, you’re negating the 
struggle in which the cul-
ture was born of, taking 
the good parts without 
having lived or having to 
live throughout the bad. 
It’s like working with a 
group where you receive 
a good grade on a project 
in which you’ve put no 
work into: It’s wrong and, 
to the rest of  the group, 
seemingly insolent. 

However, this is not 
what Mars is demon-
strating through his 
music. There is a dis-
tinct difference between 
appropriation and 
appreciation, that people 
fail to acknowledge, and 
it’s clear to me that Mars 
undoubtedly errs on the 

side of  appreciation. His 
music stays lively and 
upbeat, daring you to 
do anything other than 
dance or at the very least 
hum the familiar tones 
of  his R&B ballads. But 
his music is also intense, 
when necessary, allow-
ing the listener to almost 
become entranced in his 
romantic stories as if  
he were singing to you 
alone. Yet the sound, 
undoubtedly, specifi-
cally on his latest album 
“24K Magic,” carries a 
strong likeness to that of  
black music. However, he 
doesn’t mock nor demean 
the culture, but instead 
he exalts it, spreading 
the sound of  soul that 
black people have so 
long shared in their own 
music. He did not steal 
the culture, but rather 
transformed it, recreated 
it into a way that fits 
his style and the change 
of  the times. Mars’ 
is not demonstrating 

appropriation, but rather 
recreation of  black style 
in his music; and it is not 
a sign of  regression, but a 
sign of  progression. 

In a way, this is the 
first step to a necessary 
change. Mars sees the 
value in a culture that 
isn’t his own, and he 
chooses to exemplify the 
beauty of  it, as opposed 
to merely taking it, and, 
as the name would sug-
gest, “appropriating” it. 
He magnifies the culture 
of  black people through 
his music and makes it 
accessible and enjoyable 
for everyone. Although 
he himself  is not black, 
he demonstrates to the 
world the grandeur of  a 
culture that he was not 
born into and has shown 
the importance of  finding 
value in the culture of  
others, something that is 
essential for the progres-
sion of  people learning to 
accept those with whom 
they share the world. 

Dancing on a fine line: Appropriation versus appreciation
KYA VAUGHN
STAFF WRITER

Y
oung the 
Giant 
has been 
announced 

as Social Programming 
Board’s artist for WILD—
and look, we can’t 
complain.

The WILD announce-
ment always elicits mixed 
reactions from the student 
body as a whole. By pick-
ing Young the Giant, a 
band with not a scandal 
or offensive statement to 
its name, SPB is rebound-
ing from the disaster 

that was Lil Dicky. Not 
picking a misogynistic 
or racist artist might be a 
low bar, but it’s one that’s 
been more than exceeded.

Where the Student 
Life editorial board sees 
room for improvement 
is with respect to pre-
WILD programming. In 
spring 2017, SPB kicked 
off  WILD festivities 
with events including 
an outdoor showing of  
“Space Jam” and a silent 
disco in addition to usual 
pre-WILD Happy Hour. 

The prior spring, SPB had 
hot air balloons on Mudd 
Field. These events served 
an important purpose—
getting students excited 
for WILD who aren’t as 
enthused about the head-
liner—but there was no 
such programming before 
Lil Dicky’s performance.

When the student body 
complained loudly about 
the pick this fall, SPB 
made no effort (beside 
bringing in two opening 
acts) to offer program-
ming that might interest 

students. This spring, we 
would like to see more 
creative pre-WILD events 
a la hot air balloon. And 
SPB could also put on 
some of  the other inven-
tive programming it’s 
done in the past, like rock 
climbing, a bonus com-
edy show and a hypnotist 
session.

Look, Young the 
Giant is a solid choice. 
“My Body” and “Cough 
Syrup” are hits that a 
large portion of  the stu-
dent body will be able to 

sing along to, and it’s been 
a while since an indie rock 
band was brought in for 
the semesterly concert. 
While we understand 
that not everyone will be 
happy with this pick, we 
believe SPB can make 
WILD a positive experi-
ence for all students by 
adding more week of  
WILD programming.

As for our hopes for 
future WILDs, we noticed 
that Icona Pop is the only 
female headlining act 
SPB has ever brought in, 

according to the concert’s 
Wikipedia page. While 
there are always plenty of  
female headliners on the 
survey, as well as many 
female openers in the 
past, SPB would be wise 
to bring a female artist in 
sometime soon.

WILD is an event for 
the whole student body, 
paid for by our collective 
student activity fees. Pre-
programming to ensure 
that more students have 
fun seems like a reason-
able thing to ask for.

Young the Giant offers a fresh start
STAFF EDITORIAL
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‘#RewindBlurredLines’ from the director’s point of view
LEAH HARDGROVE
STAFF WRITER

And one more note on Lil Dicky: I’m still not over it
WESLEY JENKINS
STAFF WRITER

Lil Dicky performs at SPB’s fall WILD. Lil Dicky’s appearance 
was met with much controversy on Wash. U.’s

CARRIE PHILLIPS | STUDENT LIFE

This year, Wash.U. 
alumna and Career 
Development Coordinator 
Phoebe Richards served 
as the new director for 
#RewindBlurredLines, the 
interactive performance 
about sexual assault shown 
to all first-year students.  
Previously directed by 
Professor Annamaria Pileggi, 
this performance seeks to 
educate and open a dialogue 
about relationships, sexual 
assault and consent.

“We hoped, with this 
performance, to create a dia-
logue between folks who are 
at different stages of learning 
about consent and learn-
ing about relationship and 
sexual violence,” Richards 
said. “Speaking anecdotally, 
most of the feedback has 
been positive. Students think 
that the format is different 

than anything they’ve seen 
before, or what they normally 
see, and they appreciate the 
conversation happening. But 
there’s always places to learn 
and grow.”

For Richards, growth is 
about improving facilita-
tion, “With teaching, with 
facilitating, I don’t think 
there’s ever a time of hit-
ting the peak or learning 
how to do it perfectly. With 
something like this, every 
audience is different, every 
year of first year students 
is new, so that’s always 
something to be adjusting 
and accommodating to as 
well,” Richards said. “Every 
audience is different, every 
single time. I thought overall 
audience participation was 
great. There were times when 
different viewpoints were 
brought up, or for people to 
say stop and intervene. There 
were times when it took a 
while for anyone to yell stop 

and step in. But to me, that’s 
an opportunity. If  they don’t 
intervene, it’s a chance to 
ask ‘What’s keeping us from 
intervening?’”

One suggested improve-
ment from students has 
been smaller audiences for 
future productions. Richards 
agreed, saying it is difficult 
to have everyone’s voices 
and opinions be heard in 
a crowd of 500+ people. 
However, Richards and the 
Relationship and Sexual 
Violence Prevention Center 
work with Residential Life, 
and they know how busy 
the students are. It would 
be difficult to organize, 
but Richards hopes to 
see smaller audiences in 
the future as to improve 
conversation.

As well as directing, 
Richards also led the 
audience dialogue at each 
performance, sharing her 
experience: “A lot of  the 

directing process isn’t so 
dissimilar from facilitating 
the ultimate event, because 
I’m constantly trying to be 
in dialogue with my actors, 
because we’re trying to cre-
ate the play. The play needs 
to come from them, not just 
from me. The actors are 
students, just like the audi-
ence members. However, 
the group is a lot larger and 
more varied when facilitat-
ing.” With the actors, they all 
shared the same passion for 
this issue. When facilitating, 
Richards had to be aware of  
how different each student 
in the audience was, whether 
that be their level under-
standing the topic or their 
personal relationship with 
the Wash.U. community.

For students who felt too 
shy to say anything in such 
a large audience, Richards 
reminds them that this show 
“is not meant to be the end 
all be all of  your education 

and advocacy. If  you had 
wished to say something 
then, certainly say it now. 
Start a conversation with 
your peers or educate your-
self  further on your own.” 
This show was meant to be 
a starting place; just because 
someone didn’t speak dur-
ing the show doesn’t mean 
they completely missed the 
opportunity to speak up 
about sexual assault, consent 
and relationship violence. 
As well, Richards stressed 
that nobody should have felt 
hesitant in replying because 
of who they are; the purpose 
of #RewindBlurredLines’s 
format was to hear voices 
from every community, 
whatever the identity.

Richards stressed just 
how important continu-
ing this conversation is. 
#RewindBlurredLines was 
only meant to be a starting 
place, and she hopes her 
work will continue to inspire 

more dialogue about such 
pressing issues. The show 
was an “opportunity to prac-
tice how to talk about this 
a little more, practice how 
to empathize with someone 
who holds a different opin-
ion than you. Or who has 
the same opinion as you. It’s 
valuable to practice listening 
to each other and to articu-
late how you’re feeling and 
what you’re thinking.” For 
Richards, those skills are the 
most important things to be 
taken away from this event 
because they help continue 
the greater conversation.

#RewindBlurredLines 
every year is adjusted to fit 
its new audience. The best 
way to improve is from audi-
ence responses. “We love to 
hear feedback from stu-
dents,” says Richards, “This 
work is meant to be organic, 
evolving and responsive to 
the people it’s for. We’re not 
afraid to shake things up.”

I don’t want to talk about 
Lil Dicky. I don’t want to talk 
about his commercialized rac-
ism, his winking gimmicks or 
his invitation to our campus. I 
don’t want to talk about how 
he is the post-modern mani-
festation of white privilege 
gone amok refusing to believe 
that he is not allowed to have 
just. what. he. wants. NOW.

I really want to talk about 
Young the Giant, but…

...Lil Dicky released a 
song earlier this month called 
“Freaky Friday” where he 
uses a reductive and stereo-
typical portrayal of Asian 
mysticism in order to switch 
bodies with Chris Brown so 
that he can do “awesome 
things” like dance, talk to 

women and say racial slurs. 
Yes, Lil Dicky wrote an entire 
f---ing song just so he could 
*wink wink, nudge nudge* 
Chris Brown into saying a 
racial slur for him. Because 
the history of that word is just 
an inconvenience for a man 
named after his own genitalia. 

And yet, the song and Lil 
Dicky isn’t even the most 
eye-rollingly problematic part 
of this narrative. The Virginia 
Tech women’s lacrosse team 
got caught on camera singing 
a line containing a repeated 
racial slur at the top of their 
lily white, privileged lungs. 

Hopefully those girls have 
learned from the cascade of  
backlash thrown their way, 
but I just can’t help but think 
in response: “Wow, this is 
the type of guy our students 
were excited to bring. These 

are really the type of people at 
this school. Too rich to think 
past their own nose white kids 
who just wanna know why 
dropping the hard-r isn’t a 
reasonable compromise.”

So here’s one last note on 
Lil Dicky:

As long as we are going to 
make WILD our biggest day 
of the semester; as long as we 
are going to hype up the reveal 
as much as the event; and as 
long as this semesterly concert 
is one of the first things 
mentioned on every single 
campus tour — we’re going to 
have to start treating it more 
seriously. Bringing progres-
sive, underappreciated artists 
rather than the dude with the 
most YouTube clicks creates 
a university environment that 
does more than pay lip service 
to the idea of promoting 

inclusion and diversity. Each 
time an institution as powerful 
as Washington University 
supports and pays for Lil 
Dicky’s brand of gimmicky 
racism, we take another step 
back toward our disgusting 
racist past and not toward 
any meaningful sense of  
reparations. 

Now that that’s done: 
Kudos to new the Social 
Programming Board for 
bringing Young the Giant. 
You brought a band that 
has proven to put on a good 
show (Loufest, 2015), is 
fronted by a man of Indian-
descent, and DOESN’T 
USE BULLS--- CULTURE 
APPROPRIATION AS 
THE PUNCHLINE TO A 
S--- JOKE. I lied about not 
wanting to talk about Lil 
Dicky, but now I’m done.  
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