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TEEING OFF WITH 
AN EX-PRESIDENT
Student Angelica 
Harris golfed with 
George W. Bush 
(Sports, pg 5)

ROYAL WEDDING 
A look into into the 
nuances of Meghan 
Markle and Prince 
Harry’s engagement 
(Cadenza, pg 3) TOP TEN SPORTS MOMENTS OF 2017

(Sports, pg 4)

$50,650
Graduate tuition, is almost 
always remitted for Ph.D. 
students and often for others

$30,000
Students often receive a 
stipend designed to pay for 
their living expenses

$26,918
Students currently pay 
income tax on their stipends 
but not on remitted tuition

$17,751
Under the House bill, stu-
dents would pay income tax 
on both stipend and tuition

WASH. U. GRADUATE TUITION *typically remitted

GRADUATE STUDENT STIPEND

INCOME UNDER CURRENT TAXES

INCOME UNDER HOUSE BILL

$10,000 $20,000 $30,000 $40,000 $50,000

Estimates based on an unmarried Ph.D. student with a $30,000 stipend. Actual take-home income may vary depending on a variety of 
personal factors.
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SAM SEEKINGS
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

Student Union, with help 
from Washington University’s 
student-run Physics Club, passed 
a resolution demanding that the 
University maintain or increase the 
current size of  the Pfeiffer Physics 
Library in its upcoming renovations 
Dec. 5.

SU passed the resolution in 
response to the physics depart-
ment’s decision to move the library 
from its current location on the 
third floor of  Compton Hall to the 
ground floor. This relocation would 
downsize the library to 25 percent 
of  its current size.

“The new space will not have 
enough room for my entire col-
lection,” Alison Verbeck, physics 
librarian, said. “West Campus and 
Olin [Library] are pretty much at 
capacity. I have about 42,000 items 
in here. And I will only have room 
for probably 15,000.”

This renovation would reduce 
the amount of  concentrated, spe-
cialized physics knowledge and 
would also remove a space in which 
students can work and collaborate. 
The department plans to create 
a separate lounge area across the 

hall of  the proposed library, but SU 
Speaker of  the Senate and junior 
Brian Adler believes that this space 
will not be as valuable to students.

“[In libraries], you can expect a) 
resources on the topics that you’re 
studying without having to check 
them out or go digital and b) a place 
where you can work in relative 
silence and not have to worry about 
too many distractions while you’re 
studying,” Adler said.

Last week, the Physics Club and 
its president, senior Stella Schindler, 
discovered the plans for the Pfeiffer 
renovations through their commu-
nications and outreach with the 
physics department. Since then, the 
clubs’ members have been advo-
cating for the preservation of  the 
library.

On its Facebook page, the club 
posted a petition to “save the 
library” that has garnered over 
100 signatures. In the comments 
section of  the petition, many under-
graduate students and alumni 
anonymously emphasized the 
importance of  the physics library.

“The beauty and fascinating 
imagination of  physics and math 
were mostly elicited to me through 
discussions with others, a signifi-
cant portion of  which happened 

in the physics library. The fact that 
the library had the combination of  
books to browse and borrow, a quiet 
study place and open space for dis-
cussion was essential,” one student 
wrote in a petition comment.

“It is an important resource 
not only to physics students, but 
to any student looking for a study 
space that is bright, inspiring, filled 
with other hardworking students 
and ‘off  the beaten path.’ Without 
this library in its current location 
and size, I would have had a less 
survivable college experience,” a 
Washington University alumnus 
wrote in a petition comment.

This petition and the feedback 
in the comments section were 
included in the decision-making 
process when passing the resolution 
through SU Senate.

The resolution broadened its 
focus beyond just the physics 
library. It also requested that the 
University “consistently seek to 
maintain or increase departmental 
library space, as well as maintain 
or increase other student collabora-
tive spaces in all Danforth Campus 
buildings.”

Adler cited the recent demolition 
of  the math library as an example 
of  departments ignoring the needs 

of  students.
“With math and physics [librar-

ies] both going to be gone, [students 
are] going [to] have a lot fewer 
places to study—and a lot fewer 
places with specialized knowledge 
of  their subjects,” Adler said.

According to Verbeck, the phys-
ics library would be removed in 
order to connect the fourth floors 
of  Crow Hall and Compton Hall. 
Currently, the library has a lower 
roofline and is in the middle of  the 
two buildings, so the University 
resolved to move the library.

Adler objects to the fact that the 
University made this decision uni-
laterally without asking students or 
publicizing this information to the 
student body.

“It’s something that student input 
was clearly not taken into account 
on. So [the details are] being kept 
seemingly a bit secretive because 
it’s clearly not a popular decision,” 
Adler said. “We are rushing it 
through [Senate] as quickly as we 
can because we are afraid that if  we 
wait until after winter break, it’ll be 
too late to change the plans.”

Students petition against WU’s decision to move physics library

Two armed robberies near 
Danforth Campus, west of  Forsyth 
Boulevard and near Eastgate 
Avenue, were reported Wednesday 
night.

In both reported incidents, a 
female suspect asked pedestrians 
to borrow a cell phone, which was 
followed by a male armed with 
a gun, who demanded belong-
ings from the victims. According 
to Washington University Police 
Department Chief  Mark Glenn, 
the first incident occurred between 
6:55 and 7:00 p.m., and the second 
occurred at 7:25 p.m. No injuries 
were reported.

WUPD and University City 
Police Department are working 
together to locate the suspects who 
remain at large.

Glenn is working closely with 
other campus entities to ensure 
student safety.

“We’ve coordinated with other 
offices on campus to provide sup-
port for the students involved,” 
Glenn said.

In an urgent crime alert, students 
were advised with the following: 
“Be aware of  your surroundings 
and do not engage anyone who 
may approach you.”

A security memo was also 
released with additional informa-
tion regarding the best approaches 
to safety.

The memo urged students to 
choose well-lit paths, avoid walking 
or jogging alone, carry a whistle 
exercise caution when approached 
by an unknown individual and to 
“give them what they want and 
don’t chase them as they leave” if  
confronted by a thief. 

Two armed 
robberies 
on Danforth 
Campus, 
suspects 
still at large
ELENA QUINONES
STAFF REPORTER

ANJALI VISHWANATH
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Students study in the Pfeiffer Physics Library, located in Compton Hall. The 
space’s size is set to be reduced significantly due to upcoming renovations.
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 How the Republican tax bill would affect Wash. U.

SEE TAX, PAGE 2

The U.S. Senate passed a sweep-
ing tax reform bill which would 
implement taxes on earnings from 
university endowments in a heav-
ily partisan 51-49 vote Saturday. 
The bill, called the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act, will now be reconciled 
with the House version of  the 
legislation, which passed in mid-
November and includes the tax 
on endowments while adding a 
further tax on graduate student 
tuition remission. 

This provision in the House 
bill would designate graduate 
student tuition that universities 
remit through scholarships as tax-
able income. Graduate tuition at 
Washington University currently 
costs $50,650, equal to under-
graduate tuition, but since the 

majority of  graduate students at 
Washington University receive 
some form of  tuition remission, 
the bill would drastically increase 
taxes paid by many students. 

Around 1,800 doctoral candi-
dates at Washington University 
currently receive full tuition schol-
arships, and in almost all cases, 
they receive a stipend for living 
expenses from the University so 
that, in theory, they can study 
without needing to supplement 
their income. These stipends can 
range from $22,000 to $35,000 per 
year, depending on the program, 
and are currently taxed as income. 
Neither bill proposes significant 
changes to this stipend tax. 

What this ultimately means is 
that, for many students, taxable 
income could more than double. 
A typical unmarried Ph.D. candi-
date, whose full tuition is remitted 

and whose stipend provides them 
with $30,000 per year, for example, 
would see their take-home income 
after taxes drop from $26,918 per 
year to $17,751 per year.

Both taxes proposed in the 
House bill has been met with 
anxiety and outrage from admin-
istrators and students on campus. 

Chancellor Mark Wrighton 
encouraged students to contact 
their elected officials about the bill 
in a letter to the University com-
munity Nov. 17.

“As I have shared directly 
with our elected officials, I am 
extremely troubled by a number 
of  provisions in the proposal that 
would directly and negatively 
impact universities like ours and 
impede our ability to serve our 
students and society,” Wrighton 
wrote. “Many of  you have 
expressed a desire to similarly 

voice your opinions about the 
proposed tax legislation. I would 
certainly encourage anyone wish-
ing to communicate with members 
of  the House and Senate as a pri-
vate citizen to do so, and quickly.”

Wrighton expressed further con-
cern about the provision taxing 
University endowment earnings in 
an interview with Student Life. 

“We are deploying spendable 
income from the endowment 
to support, for example, need-
based financial aid, graduate 
student programs, faculty research 
and compensation, and more,” 
Wrighton said. “So our money 
is fully deployed. There’s a feel-
ing that we’re hoarding money, 
and that’s far from the truth…
We’re using our endowment, and 
if  there’s the introduction of  a tax, 

‘A slap in the face’



DECEMBER 5
Larceny - Givens
Complainant reports the theft of  his bicycle locked with a cable lock. 
Disposition: Pending.

DECEMBER 4
Larceny - Brown Hall
Complainant reports the theft of  a bicycle secured with a cable lock. 
Disposition: Pending.

theFLIPSIDE
EVENT CALENDAR

THURS 7
PARTLY CLOUDY
35/21

FRI 8
MOSTLY SUNNY
42/30

SAT 9
PARTLY CLOUDY
38/20

SUN 10
SUNNY
47/35
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THURSDAY 7

The You Behind Wash. U.—Panel Discussion and Holiday Mingle: “How to Develop 
and Market Yourself at Washington University”
Danforth University Center, Room 276, 12:00 p.m.
Learn about effective career planning, career exploration and advancement! This is your 
opportunity to meet, enjoy some goodies and relax with fellow colleagues and some of  
our wonderful speakers from the past year. 

FRIDAY 8

Workshop in Politics, Ethics, and Society: “Aliens, Refugees, and Asylum in Ancient 
and Contemporary Legal Thought”
Seigle Hall, Room 248, 12:00 p.m.
Professor Larry May of Vanderbilt University with discussant Professor Rachel Brown of  
the women, gender and sexuality studies department. This workshop is sponsored by the 
political science department.

Student Composers’ Showcase
560 Music Center, 560 Trinity Ave. 63130, E. Desmond Lee Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m.
An evening exploring the new compositions of Wash. U. student composers. This show-
case is sponsored by the Department of Music in partnership with WashU Composers, a 
Student Union organization.

Mr. Stereotype 2017
Graham Chapel, 8:00 p.m. and Sat., Dec. 9, 7:30 p.m.
Join the Stereotypes for their all-male fall a cappella beauty pageant concert where they 
will be singing an array of music from Ariana Grande to Logic and more. Tickets cost $8 
for students and $10 for non-students.

SATURDAY 9

The Aristocats Present: Be Our Guest - Disney Inc.!
Emerson Auditorium, Knight Hall, 4:00 p.m.
Join the Aristocats for their free fall a cappella concert featuring plenty of Disney music.

CS40 Trip to Garden Glow
Missouri Botanical Gardens, 5:30 p.m.
The Garden Glow at the Missouri Botanical Gardens is brought to you by CS40. Also 
included is a special display, the Gardenland Express Holiday Train Show. Transportation 
is provided for a 2 hour walk through. Tickets cost $5 and are sold in BD until Thursday, 
Dec. 7.

SUNDAY 10

Messiah Sing-Along
Graham Chapel, 3:00 p.m.
Sing along to Handel’s “Messiah” with soloists Tamara Miller-Campbell, Keith Weh-
meier, Keith Boyer and Declan Heist; along with organist Nicholas Bideler and director 
Nicole Aldrich. Admission is free. Hosted by the Department of Music. 

Madrigal Feaste 2017: Follow Me in Merry Measure
College Hall, 7:00 p.m.
Join student a cappella group More Fools Than Wise for a short play, full catered meal 
and concert featuring music by Billy Joel, the Beatles, Palestrina and more. 

WU graduate student arrested 
while protesting GOP tax bill
OLIVIA SZYMANSKI AND 
DANIELLE DRAKE-FLAM
NEWS EDITORS

POLICE BEAT

In a lawsuit filed against 
the Loop Trolley project, 
plaintiff  Peter Sarandos 
argues that the Loop Trolley 
tracks extend 300 feet past 
the designated boundary in 
St. Louis City and 235 feet 
past the district’s boundary 
in University City. 

The suit, was filed by 
Sarandos in July 2015 after 
four previous lawsuits were 
dismissed in April 2014. It 
appeals an earlier ruling in 
favor of  the project, which 
affirmed that it was not vio-
lating the “necessary and 
convenient” clause regard-
ing the trolley’s railroad 
tracks extending past their 
designated boundaries.

In a hearing in front of  the 
Missouri Court of  Appeals, 
JoAnn Sandifer, attorney for 

the trolley district, claimed 
that if  the court were to rule 
that the trespassing railroads 
be removed, the project’s 
cost could increase by $5 
million. Canice Timothy 
Rice Jr., lawyer for the plain-
tiffs, proposed that there 
could be a “repeat election” 
on the 1 percent sales tax on 
businesses in the boundaries 
of  the project, referred to as 
the “Trolley tax.”

“When they passed the 
Trolley tax, it was never 
really clear what it was going 
to be for. We went to a meet-
ing a few months ago. And 
one of  the people who was a 
retail person—they thought 
the 1 percent tax was only 
going to be until the trolley 
was constructed,” Rodan 
Management businessman 
Dan Wald said. “When they 
found out that this goes on 
forever, they were shocked. 

I’ve heard from retailers 
who say that their business 
is affected.”

Joe Edwards, St. Louis 
businessman and pioneer of  
the Loop Trolley, expressed 
his concerns that if  the suit 
wins, the rails will have to be 
pulled back up.

“It’s unbelievable that this 
is still going on,” Edwards 
said. “I often wonder…‘So, 
[you want] to put the Loop 
back under construction?’ I 
don’t know what they want.”

Loop Trolley Company 
president Les Sterman, in 
an October letter to repre-
sentatives of  St. Louis City, 
County and University 
City, stated that without an 
additional $500,000, the 
non-profit trolley would be 
unable to fund start-up costs 
and debts, partially due to 

Trolley delays continue, 
lawsuits filed against project
EMMA BAKER
STAFF REPORTER

Astrophysics graduate 
student Ben Groebe was 
arrested during a protest 
against the Republican tax 
bill on Capitol Hill Tuesday.

The GOP tax bill, which 
is currently in conference 
committee after having dif-
ferent versions passed in the 
House of  Representatives 
and Senate, centers on 
a large corporate and 
upper-income tax cut and 
has led to much divide 
among Democrats and 
Republicans.

Groebe flew to 
Washington to protest the 
provision of  the bill that 
would tax graduate student 
tuition waivers as income.

“It’s particularly close 
to home to me being a 
graduate student, and all 
my colleagues are worried 
about this,” Groebe said. “I 
know that all of  my friends 
back at home in graduate 
school are worried about 
this, so that’s why I felt like 
I had to go out—because 
it’s something that affects 
so many people that I live 
and work with.”

According to Groebe, the 
protest began outside the 
Longworth House Office, a 
building that houses offices 
of  members of  Congress 
including House Speaker 
Paul Ryan. Graduate stu-
dents from across the 

country gathered outside 
the building to rally and 
chant. Eight graduate stu-
dents, including Groebe, 
marched up to Ryan’s 
office.

The police were already 
present at the office when 
the group they arrived. The 
students knocked twice, but 
received no response.

“We decided that since 
he’s not answering, we still 
want to say what we came 
here to say. We prepared 
remarks, so we sat down 
and we started talking, 
started chanting and the 
police pretty much immedi-
ately stopped [us],” Groebe 
said.

The police gave the stu-
dents a warning to cease 
and desist or face arrest. 
The students continued 
their chanting, which led 
to them being arrested 
and brought to a police 
facility in vans. Their pic-
tures were taken and they 
were searched. They went 
through paperwork, and 
were released after about 
two hours. None of  the 
graduate students will be 
brought to court.

“We were not being vio-
lent; we were not resisting 
arrest. So to the police, it’s 
something they don’t want 
to have to deal with all 
that if  we were following 
instructions and all that. 
We paid bail and left—and 
that was the end of  it,” 
Groebe said.

Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton has sent letters to 
the Washington University 
community addressing the 
tax bill, as well as to sev-
eral members of  the U.S. 
Senate. However, Groebe 
claimed in a Facebook post 
Nov. 29 that the University 
has not made any efforts to 
prevent the passing of  the 
bill.

“Washington University 
has done precisely nothing 
to prevent this provision 
from passing and has not 
given us any indication that 
they will take action to mit-
igate its effects if  it does,” 
Groebe wrote. “They have 
told us how much they care 
about our well-being, but 
the most they have offered 
us is canceled meetings and 
an email telling us to call 
our representatives.”

Despite the arrest, 
Groebe does not regret 
protesting and still feels 
strongly about the bill.

“I’d definitely do the 
same thing again,” Groebe 
said. “I know that nobody 
was expecting that we’d get 
as much media coverage as 
we did, which is great. I feel 
like this tax is still generally 
an issue…I just have not 
seen a lot of  coverage yet 
that conveys the sense of  
outrage that people should 
feel about this bill that takes 
from a lot of  people who 
don’t have much to give to 
a few people who already 
have too much.”

TAX from page 1

SEE TROLLEY, PAGE 10

in order to be disciplined in 
terms of  our finances, it just 
means we have to slow the 
rate of  progress in terms of  
what we’re able to do for 
students.”

Despite this opposition, 
and the fact that both the 
House and Senate bills 
include the endowment tax 
provision, the University’s 
lobbying efforts focus on 
countering the provision in 
the House bill that places a 
tax on graduate students’ 
remitted tuition.

“Our efforts are to make 
sure that the Senate ver-
sion that does not include 
[the provision] is what 
goes through,” William 
Tate, dean of  the Graduate 
School, said. “That’s what 
you want to see happen 
because the alternative 
[House bill] is not very posi-
tive for any party here. It 
would change the model of  
not just how Washington 
University, but every major 
research university in 
America, deals with gradu-
ate education.”

“Our government rela-
tions office is obviously in 

[Washington, D.C.] talking 
to members of  Congress 
about the bill and argu-
ing that this would be a 
negative effect on not just 
Washington University, 
but Vanderbilt, Stanford, 
Harvard, Princeton, etc.—
all of  us would be in a bad 
situation,” Tate added.

In addition to University-
led lobbying efforts, 
students themselves have 
also attempted to organize 
against the bill, according 
to Graduate Professional 
Council president Alan 
Zhang.

“We have two main grad 
student groups. Schoolwide 
is Graduate Professional 
Council, which oversees 
all 7,500 grad students. 
There’s also Graduate 
Student Senate, which over-
sees 3,000 or so students,” 
Zhang said. “Both of  us 
have been organizing call 
days to call the reps, not 
only in Missouri but also in 
D.C.”

Both students and 
administrators, therefore, 
remain hopeful that the 
bill will be passed without 

the provision taxing remit-
ted tuition. Nonetheless, 
some students have already 
started planning for the 
possibility of  the provision 
being included in the final 
legislation. 

“I’m in an interesting 
position because I’m cur-
rently a master’s student, 
and I’m applying for Ph.D. 
programs this cycle. So, 
I am facing the decision 
myself  of  whether or not 
to pull out of  my applica-
tion and apply to industry,” 
Zhang said.

Others, meanwhile, 
haven’t been able to form 
any plan.

“If  the tax bill passes and 
the current provision from 
the House is kept regarding 
graduate students, then basi-
cally, I don’t know what I’m 
going to do,” comparative 
literature Ph.D. candidate 
Asher Gelzer-Govatos 
said. “It would raise me 
from low-income tax level, 
almost to the $100,000 tax 
bracket…That would not be 
good. I would not be able to 
pay that.”

The bill would also make 

graduate-level education 
at Washington University 
more expensive for pro-
spective future students, a 
fact that both students and 
administrators feel would 
hurt the program.

“I think the tax bill is 
going to make it very dif-
ficult for a lot of  students 
to even consider graduate 
education,” Gelzer-Govatos 
said. “I think it would 
be bad for the University 
because it would screen out, 
to a large degree, people 
who are already screened 
out by the grad student 
process, especially people 
from lower-income back-
grounds—there aren’t as 
many lower-income stu-
dents in graduate school. 
I think they’re going to be 
hit hard by that; so, I think 
it’s going to exacerbate an 
already existing problem.”

“If  you’re thinking about 
going to get a Ph.D. and 
your package was a tuition 
scholarship and a stipend, 
and you were going to be 
taxed like that was $80,000 
of  money, would you—in 
a great economy like we’re 

humming along in right 
now where there are job 
opportunities for talented 
people—would you take a 
job that was actually paying 
you $80,000 or would you 
take the job that is really 
a stipend of  $22,000 and 
tuition of  $50,000? If  you 
were rational, you would 
probably take the $80,000,” 
Tate said.

Because of  the financial 
challenges posed to gradu-
ate students by the bill, 
Washington University 
would likely enact some 
form of  plan to shift the 
costs from the students 
themselves to the University, 
according to Tate.

“It would be unwise 
for me to describe what 
our plan would be while 
we’re in the middle of  a 
fight—because we are in a 
fight—to kill it,” Tate said. 
“I know some students 
are worried that their life 
course would be changed 
dramatically, but I want to 
emphasize that we’re doing 
everything we can so that 
none of  us is in a position 
[if  the bill passes with the 

provision taxing remitted 
tuition] where we have to 
announce some kind of  
major shift in what we do.”

With measures like these, 
Gelzer-Govatos believes 
that graduate education at 
the University can continue 
but would be significantly 
harmed.

“I don’t think I’m a 
believer in the absolute 
worst-case scenario that 
graduate education is going 
to be dead in America. 
I don’t think that would 
happen under any circum-
stance. But I do think it 
would have a very negative 
impact on people willing 
to enter graduate school,” 
he said. “I do think gradu-
ate students are real people 
with real life situations and 
real complicating factors. A 
lot of  us have families and 
children, and we’re already 
having to juggle a lot of  
things to make life in gradu-
ate school work. So, I think 
the tax bill really feels like a 
slap in the face to those of  
us who are already juggling 
those things and trying to 
make it work.”
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CADENZA
‘Meghanheads’ vs. everybody else in response to news 
of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle’s engagement
AYANNA HARRISON
STAFF WRITER

Prince Harry and American actress Meghan Markle, known best for “Suits,” pose for photos 
following the announcement of their engagement Nov. 27. The couple plans to wed this spring.

DOMINIC DOMINIC LIPINSKI | PA WIRE

LEAH HARDGROVE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Every spring since 
2014, freshmen have 
attended a perfor-
mance about bystander 
intervention called 
“#RewindBlurredLines,” 
put on by Washington 
University’s Relationship 
and Sexual Violence 
Prevention (RSVP) 
Center. The performance 
has previously been put 
on as a part of  profes-
sor Annamaria Pileggi’s 
course Advanced Theater 
for Social Change, with 
Pileggi herself  directing. 
However, this year, the 
play has been separated 
from the class, featur-
ing various actors in the 
University’s community 
instead of  exclusively 
students enrolled in the 
course. Additionally, 
“#RewindBlurredLines” 
welcomes a new direc-
tor, alumna and Career 
Development Coordinator 
at the Wash. U. Career 
Center Phoebe Richards. 

“We’re trying to 
constantly evolve this 
program for the needs 
of  students, so this year 
we decided to separate 

this performance from 
the course,” Abby 
Mros, a graduate staff  
member at the RSVP 
Center overseeing 
“#RewindBlurredLines,” 
said.  

Richards and Mros 
worked together to select 
a cast that encompassed 
a wide range of  identi-
ties so that the characters 
and performance would 
feel more relatable to the 
diverse audience mem-
bers. The production has 
two halves: During the 
first half, the characters 
and their precarious 
situation are introduced 
to audience members. 
During the second half, 
the audience is encour-
aged to intervene. Since 
Theater for Social Change 
depends on audience 
participation, in order for 
this play to be success-
ful, the audience should 
ideally be able to identify 
and sympathize with the 
characters. 

“As a director, I come 
in with guidelines to help 
facilitate. But it’s all of  
us together in rehearsal, 
discussing together what 
makes sense to us. This 
has to come from the 

community,” Richards 
said.  “If  we put a play 
on the stage that is not 
identifiable to the audi-
ence, this work does 
not work. It’s my job to 
facilitate and keep this a 
place where we can feel 
vulnerable, where we can 
take risks.”

Often, in perform-
ing sensitive scenes and 
topics, the audience 
can become uncomfort-
able as the actors depict 
raw, emotional stories. 
Richards explains that 
in Theater for Social 
Change, there is an essen-
tial “difference between 
being safe and being 
comfortable. Discomfort 
is often necessary for 
growth.”

“I’ve learned so much 
from this work,” Richards 
said. “One thing that 
meant a lot to me was 
seeing [and] recognizing 
myself  in the perpetrator, 
recognizing myself  in a 
crisis. I can hurt people 
without realizing that’s 
happening. Or not listen 
to what’s really being 
said. I learned that in 
a more visceral way by 
doing it through theater.”

Wash. U. 

graduate student Daniel 
Washelesky and junior 
Victor Mendez, two 
actors in the  perfor-
mance, have been 
working tirelessly with 
the cast to ensure that 
“#RewindBlurredLines” 
is successful.

“The situations we are 
representing are very 
traumatic and poten-
tially violent. In the real 
world, there’s violence,” 
Washelesky said. “By 
putting this in theater, we 
can recognize this while 
staying safe. It allows us 
to rehearse going out into 
the world and changing 
things without trying 
these things in a truly 
dangerous environment.”

In order to build a 
trusting environment each 
rehearsal, the cast and 
crew always start with 
improv games, includ-
ing “Yes,” a game all 
about consent. There are 
also no scripts; instead, 
each scene has a rough 
structure with just major 
elements that need to be 
featured. Instead of  know-
ing lines, the actors learn 
their character’s fears 
and wants, so that they 
can improvise effectively 

during audience participa-
tion they can improvise 
effectively. At the end of  
each session, everyone 
comes together to share a 
“grounding out,” a time 
to debrief  after dealing 
with such heavy topics. 
Richards tried to make 
rehearsals as comfortable 
and safe as possible for 
everyone involved; if  any 
actor ever felt uncom-
fortable or emotionally 
tapped out in a scene, 
they could easily stop and 
take a break. 

“#RewindBlurredLin 
es” is a follow-up to 
“The Date,” a play put 
on for freshmen during 
their Bear Beginnings 
Orientation. After 
watching “The Date,” 
freshmen were split 
into discussion groups 
based on their preferred 
gender identification. 
Freshmen can expect 
a different format for 
“#RewindBlurredLines,” 
however, which has the 
discussion during the 
performance with an inte-
grated audience.  

Mendez explained the 
benefits of  this inclusive 
discussion: “In the case 
that everyone is in the 

same room, you can hear 
ideas that someone else 
has, even if  you don’t 
agree with them.  You 
can see how other gender 
identification groups 
would handle the situa-
tion, and have that kind 
of  lens.”  

“#RewindBlurredLin 
es” is an opportunity for 
freshmen to safely address 
relationship and sexual 
violence.  Director of  the 
RSVP Center Kim Webb 
will attend each perfor-
mance as a confidential 
resource for students. If  
any audience member 
feels uncomfortable, they 
are encouraged to reach 
out to Webb for support. 

The cast and crew of  
the performance is excited 
to engage the freshmen 
class in this interac-
tive, unique experience. 
They aim to produce a 
thoughtful and provoking 
rendition of  a burgeoning 
Wash. U. tradition. 

“This is something I 
advocate for, and I want 
to see change happen,” 
Mendez said. “And for 
audience members to be 
able to get up and make 
that change, it’s an excel-
lent step forward.”

An image of  a per-
sonalized denim jacket 
decorated in spray paint 
with a red heart contain-
ing the names “Harry and 
Meghan” appeared on 
my Instagram feed on the 
morning of  Prince Harry 
and Meghan Markle’s 
engagement announce-
ment. The caption read, 
“you don’t need to get 
ready if  you stay ready!! 
I’ll see all you REAL 
Meghanheads in London 
in May.” After offering 
congratulations to my 
friend who had clearly 
prepared for this moment 
and waited with patient 
anticipation, my excite-
ment also swelled. 

The aforementioned 
“Meghanhead” is a young, 
half-black woman dat-
ing a young, white man 
and undoubtedly sees 
her own relationship in 
Prince Harry and Meghan 
Markle’s image. The real-
ity that black women will 
soon be represented in the 
modern British monar-
chy family tree is a point 
of  excitement for many. 
As I ventured through-
out social media on the 
day of  the engagement 
announcement and in 
days since, excitement has 

only multiplied between 
black women. Some even 
acknowledge that while 
they ultimately hope to 
witness all enduring pillars 
of  western colonization’s 
downfall, their celebration 
of  the engagement is of  
higher priority.

Judging by the reactions 
from black women and 
the more general public, 
very few people believed 
in the likelihood of  a black 
person marrying into the 
British royal family. While 
young girls often dream 
of  growing up to marry 
a prince and living a life 
filled with leisure, wealth 
and luxury, the prospect 
has always seemed further 
off  for black women and 
women of  color. Perhaps 
due to a lack of  histori-
cal precedence or to the 
media’s projections of  
what constitutes univer-
sal beauty, whatever the 
case, this future marriage 
signals the seemingly 
impossible coming to 
fruition. 

Parallel to black wom-
en’s responses concerning 
the royal engagement 
runs a dialogue that is not 
so enthused at Meghan 
Markle’s mixed-race 
identity. Numerous pub-
lications have harped on 
her heritage as “exotic” or 
situated Markle’s story as 

one of  remarkable trans-
formation up from slavery 
and into the ranks of  
British royalty. In perhaps 
the most explicitly dispar-
aging article, Crenshaw, 
Calif. was aggressively 
branded as a locus for 
crime and gang activity as 
it is where Markle’s black 
mother currently resides. 

Many have distin-
guished the engagement 
as an opportunity for 
Britain’s quiet racism to 
be revealed, juxtaposing 
their usually contained 
prejudice to the United 
States’ more unreserved 
displays of  racial bigotry. 
To look at the negative 
commentary through an 
optimistic lens suggests 
that Britain might now be 
able to address its racism 
and classicism as both 
will become unavoidable 
points of  public discourse. 
Before a problem can be 
remedied, the afflicted 
must first realize and 
acknowledge that it exists. 
So, while black women 
continue to celebrate, it 
seems that Britain faces 
a grave opportunity to 
address and improve its 
national prejudice con-
cerning class and race, and 
welcome Meghan Markle 
into its royal fold as oth-
ers have been welcomed 
before her. 

How ‘#RewindBlurredLines’ continues to evolve every year
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A look back: The top 10 Wash. U. sports moments of 2017

JON LEWIS
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

It was an eventful 
2017 for the Washington 
University Bears. The 
Danforth Campus saw 
personnel changes: meet-
ing a new athletic director 
and saying goodbye to the 
women’s basketball coach 
of  31 years. There were 
league titles, stellar senior 
seasons and a couple of  
national titles to boot. 
Looking back, here are 
Student Life’s top sports 
moments from this past 
year. Some of  them were 
important, some were his-
toric and some were just 

great storylines.

10
Azama introduced as 

new athletic director: 
Perhaps not as exciting as 
some of  the actual games 
on this list, but nonetheless 
important enough round 
out the top 10, Wash. U. 
introduced just its third 
permanent athletic direc-
tor of  the past 40 years 
this March. It is too early 
to gauge how Anthony 
Azama has done in his 
tenure so far, but it was a 
big moment for the depart-
ment to have a permanent 

director for the first time 
since Josh Whitman left in 
February 2016.

9
Cross-country finishes 

fifth, third at nationals: 
Very quietly, the cross-
country team has been 
one of  the most consistent 
Wash. U. programs over 
the past five years or so. 
They underscored that just 
last month, when both the 
men’s and women’s teams 
finished in the national top 
five for the second straight 
year. All the more impres-
sive, considering they did it 

all in 30-degree weather, at 
a time when most Wash. U. 
students were probably still 
in bed. 

8
Volleyball’s thrilling 

rematch against Calvin: 
In 2016, Calvin College 
blitzed the volleyball 
team in the NCAA final, 
running away with a 3-0 
victory. It looked like the 
same thing would happen 
this year, as the Knights 
once again jumped ahead 
2-0, but this time the 
Bears fought back, and 
forced a decisive fifth set. 
And though the fifth set 
would end in heartbreak, 
as Calvin won 16-14, the 
Bears’ fightback was one 
of  the most exciting perfor-
mances from any Wash. U. 
team this year.

7
Wash. U. second in 

Learfield Cup: This is 
almost not news, consider-
ing Wash. U. has finished 
in the top five of  the 
Learfield Cup—which is 
awarded to the school with 
the best overall finishes 
across NCAA champion-
ships in all sports—for the 
past 10 years. That being 
said, finishing a narrow 
second in the Learfield 

Cup behind a Williams 
College program that has 
won every single year save 
for two is still a remarkable 
accomplishment. 

6
Jake Mintz goes from 

blogger to shutdown 
reliever: The feel-good 
story of  the year! Jake 
Mintz came into col-
lege baseball, switched 
from a position player to 
a pitcher, and struggled 
mightily, posting a 27.00 
ERA in his freshman sea-
son. Throughout his first 
three years of  college he 
was mostly known for 
running the popular MLB 
blog “Cespedes Family 
BBQ” rather than anything 
he accomplished on the 
field. Then, in his senior 
season Mintz became one 
of  the most dominant 
right-handed relievers in 
Division III, and his single-
season ERA of  0.89 was 
only 0.20 off  the all-time 
Wash. U. best of  0.69. Not 
bad for a blogger.

5
Cunningham and 

DeConinck turn it around 
against Chicago: The 
University of  Chicago had 
probably the best women’s 
soccer team in Division 

III this season. They did 
not concede a goal for the 
entire month of  October, 
and they only conceded 
once in the NCAA play-
offs – the winning goal in 
the championship game 
against Williams College. 
So the situation seemed 
dire for Wash. U. when 
they went down 1-0 against 
the Maroons on the last 
day of  the season with a 
UAA title on the line. That 
was until junior midfielder 
Darcy Cunningham fired a 
left-footed rocket from 30 
yards out that flew into the 
net. Just 41 seconds later, 
freshman forward Ellie 
DeConinck found herself  
behind the Chicago defense 
and put the Bears up 2-1, a 
scoreline that held until 
full time. The Bears scored 
two goals against Chicago 
in 41 seconds—something 
no other team did in 90 
minutes—and won a split 
of  the UAA title in the 
process.

4
Orr’s runner wins the 

UAA title at the buzzer: 
This might be the most 
exciting individual play 
on this list. In what was 
effectively the UAA 
women’s basketball title 
game, Wash. U. made a 

SEE 2017, PAGE 5
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Alone in the hallway just 
outside her hotel room, 
seven-year-old Angelica 
Harris practiced her put-
ting. The year was 2005, 
and Hurricane Katrina 
had just slammed into 
her hometown of  New 
Orleans, devastating the 
city and surrounding area. 
Her family and numerous 
others had evacuated to the 
hotel, and while Angelica 
putted, her family stayed in 
the room, worrying about 
their home and business.

Twelve years later, 
Harris, a sophomore on 
the Washington University 
women’s golf  team, would 
use the putting she prac-
ticed in that hallway on 
a pitch-perfect green in 
Orlando, Fla., flanked 
by award-winning pro-
ducer Ken Whitney, 
PGA Commissioner Tim 
Finchem and the man 
who her parents may well 
have watched on TV that 
night—former President 
George W. Bush. 

Just before Katrina, 
Angelica had joined The 
First Tee, an organiza-
tion which aims to teach 
children positive values 
through the game of  golf. 
She stayed in the pro-
gram all the way through 
high school, becoming an 
alumna after graduation. 
Her participation in the 
program, combined with 
a variety of  service accom-
plishments, ultimately 
allowed her to speak at the 
organization’s alumni sum-
mit and play 18 holes with 
the former president.

Harris was selected to 
speak at the summit by an 
internal committee, which 
considered her impres-
sive resume—Harris is a 
John V. Ervin Scholar, has 
started both a business 
and a charitable organiza-
tion and this summer will 
intern with both the Hong-
Kong Shanghai Banking 
Corporation and Bank of  
America Merrill Lynch—
and her story in their 

deliberations. According 
to Harris, one of  the 
members of  the commit-
tee—Senior Vice President 
and Chief  Development 
Officer Jennifer Weiler, 
who she had met at a 
previous The First Tee 
event—was particularly 
helpful in getting her 
selected.

“She read my college 
essay, so that’s where she 
got a chance to see who I 
really was and see all the 
other things that I was 
doing with golf,” Harris 
said. “I also began an orga-
nization called Angelica’s 
Angels that teaches golf  
to individuals with autism. 
She really liked that, so 
when the committee came 
together saying, ‘Hey, who 
should we bring to the 
trustee meeting and out-
ing?’ and I was a name 
that came up, she was like, 
‘Definitely, because this 
girl is at Wash. U., she’s 
on the golf  team and she 
started an organization.’”

In her speech, Harris 
told the listeners how The 
First Tee has impacted 
her life, as well as how 
she used the lessons she 
learned in the organization 
to give back.

“Hurricane Katrina 
hit when I was seven 
years old, so that greatly 
impacted my life. That’s 
where I began with my 
speech—my family lost a 
lot, and The First Tee was 
there for me. They had 
mentors and it was a great 
kind of  safe space for me,” 
Harris said. “I continued 
to play golf, I had sup-
portive golf  coaches and I 
picked up a few life lessons 
that I learned along the 
way. One was positivity for 
the city of  New Orleans 
and the other surround-
ing areas, despite the great 
losses.”

“I talked about that 
for The First Tee, one of  
the big things is giving 
back, so I talked about 
how I was a golf  coach 
in The First Tee, a men-
tor to young people and 
I began my own business 

called Prep With the Best 
[which helps youth pre-
pare for standardized 
college admissions tests]. I 
also talked a little bit more 
about Angelica’s Angels in 
my speech too.”

Originally, Harris 
thought her speech would 
be the highlight of  her 
weekend. In Orlando, 
however, she got a wel-
come surprise.

“On that Friday, 
[Weiler] walked up to me 
and said, ‘Hey, you’re 
playing with President 
Bush on Sunday,’” Harris 
said. “That’s when I found 
out. And I was like, ‘Wait, 
what?’”

Once they were on the 
course though, Harris’s 
awe at her companions 
quickly faded away, as 
they seemed to have just as 
much to ask her as she had 
to ask them.

“When we got to the 
golf  course and [Bush] was 
there, he was like, ‘Oh hey, 
Angelica! How are you lik-
ing Wash. U.?’ So he knew 
like my whole background 
before I even told him. He 
knew I was a Wash. U. stu-
dent, from New Orleans 
and more,” Harris said. 
“It was the coolest round 
I’ve ever played. It was 
amazing.”

The conversation on the 
course touched on a vari-
ety of  topics, from Bush’s 
painting hobby to his 
responsibilities as a father.

“He talked a little bit 
about his presidency—
things he liked, things 
he didn’t like. A little bit 
about the media,” Harris 
said. “He had two politi-
cal debates that were held 
at Wash. U., so he talked 
about how he prepared to 
answer the questions, his 
preparation leading up to 
it. It was about a month of  
preparation that he would 
prepare for a presidential 
debate. I asked him what 
he would do if  he didn’t 
know the answer and he 
said he would just answer 
a different question.” 

“I can tell he’s a person 
who just does what’s true, 

stays true to himself,” she 
said. “He even tried to stay 
like that throughout his 
presidency. He worked out 
every day, and he said he 
read the Bible daily.”

According to Harris, 
Bush quickly stopped 
seeming like the famous 
face from TV.

“It was very informal. It 
was like, I didn’t feel like 
I was playing with a for-
mer president. There were 
obviously secret service 
carts following us, and I 
saw some secret service 
people on the streets and 
driving, but it was still 
somehow extremely infor-
mal. He would ask me, 
‘Hey Angelica, can I use 
your putter to putt this in 
the hole?’ and he would 
literally just take my put-
ter and use it. I remember 
during the cocktail dinner, 
someone asks him to sign 
something and he calls 
me ‘Angel.’ He goes, ‘Hey 
Angel can you hold my 

drink?’ And I was holding 
his drink. He’s very, like, 
a people’s person. It was 
so informal. Just a normal 
guy.”

While Bush was chatty 
throughout, Finchem was 
less talkative, according to 
Harris.

“He was really cool, but 
he was a bit more quiet,” 
Harris said. “He wasn’t 
having the best golf  day. 
He was really, really bad; 
he was playing awfully. He 
had some hooks and some 
pulls, so he wasn’t really in 
the mood to be talking.”

According to Harris, 
Bush, meanwhile, was a 
very good golfer, although 
there was one particularly 
distinctive aspect of  his 
game.

“He’s a fast golfer,” 
Harris said. “He doesn’t 
take a practice swing, and 
we finished our round in 
I think three and a half  
hours, it was really fast. 
For a foursome that’s 

really fast.”
Despite the informality 

of  the event, however, one 
topic stayed firmly off  the 
table.

“We kind of  stayed away 
from politics,” Harris said. 
“I didn’t ask too many 
political questions, and 
he didn’t answer a ton of  
them.”

For Harris, the round 
represented just one more 
opportunity given to her 
by the game of  golf.

“Golf  means building 
connections,” she said. 
“It’s a lifelong sport and 
that’s what I love. I just 
love all the life lessons that 
I’ve been learning through 
it. The nine core values 
of  First Tee. Confidence, 
respect, responsibility, and 
more. I think it’s one of  
the greatest sports, because 
I don’t think there’s any 
other sport that would 
have allowed me to play 
with and talk to a former 
president for hours.”
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Teeing off: Angelica Harris putts for WU and with George W. Bush
SAM SEEKINGS
SENIOR EDITOR

Sophomore golfer Angelica Harris poses with former U.S. President George W. Bush at a golf 
course in Orlando, Fla., where both of them  attended a charity tournament for The First Tee.

COURTSEY OF ANGELICA HARRIS

dramatic comeback late 
on against the University 
of  Chicago thanks to good 
3-point shooting and some 
free throw misses by the 
Maroons. With the score 
knotted at 75 and only six 
seconds left to play, then-
junior Natalie Orr drove 
into the lane and threw 
up a 10-foot floater that 
fell through the hoop as 
time expired, clinching 
the game—and conference 
championship—for the 
Bears.

3
Rebecca Ho sets all-time 

wins record: Mintz was 
not the only senior to leave 
a mark in their final year. 
Last spring, Rebecca Ho 
set the courts of  Division 
III tennis ablaze with a 
remarkable farewell tour, 
in which she posted a 
remarkable 33-4 record 
in singles, with one of  
those losses coming in the 
individual national cham-
pionship match. She spent 
the entire season at the 
number one spot in sin-
gles, meaning every single 
one of  her 33 wins came 
against the opposing team’s 
best player. Her 57 overall 
wins in 2017 brought her 
final career tally to 191, 
breaking the record of  183 
Debbie Mickelson had held 
since 1992. 

2
Lizzy Crist named 

NCAA woman of  the 
year: It feels like we have 
been talking about Lizzy 
Crist forever, but then 
again maybe we should. 
She was the backbone of  
the 2016 women’s soccer 
team that took home the 
national championship, a 
year in which she was the 
NSCAA National Player 
of  the Year, D3Soccer.
com Goalkeeper of  the 
Year and the NCAA 
Championship Most 
Outstanding Defensive 
Player. Oh, and she did all 
that while graduating with 
a 3.9 GPA in biomedical 
engineering. As a final rec-
ognition for her Wash. U. 
career, Crist was named 
NCAA Woman of  the Year 
on Oct. 23, becoming only 
the fifth Division III player 
to win that honor in its 27 
years. 

1
Women’s track goes 

back-to-back: Until the 
women’s soccer team’s 

national title in the fall 
2016, Wash. U. had not 
won an NCAA champion-
ship since 2011. Coming 
into 2017, Wash. U. had 
won 20 team national 
championships, in 100 
or so years of  trying. In 
other words, it’s rare that a 
Wash. U. team gets to hoist 
the national championship 
trophy at the end of  the 
season. That did not stop 
women’s track and field, 
however. In fact, nothing 
stopped women’s track and 
field, as they took home 
not one but two national 
championships in 2017, 
winning both the indoor 
and outdoor titles. The 
Bears were also victims of  
scheduling: they won their 
outdoor title after most 
students left for the sum-
mer, denying them their 
moment in the spotlight. 
The 2017 women’s track 
and field team accounts for 
9 percent of  all of  Wash. 
U.’s national champion-
ships, and that is more than 
enough for them to top our 
list.

2017 from page 4
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Corolla

Yaris All Prius (Except Plug-In Hybrid)

RAV 4 (Includes Hybrid)

 Camry Tacoma

COLLEGE GRADS WELCOME HERE
Congrats, college grads! Start your new life in a Toyota!

THE OFFER*
$750 rebate on select new Toyota models when you finance 

or lease through Ackerman Toyota.

THE QUALIFICATIONS
Proof of graduation in the past 2 years or in the  
next 6 months and proof of current employment.

APPLY FOR CREDIT
Ackerman Toyota is here to help you.  

To apply for credit online visit AckermanToyota.com  
or call 314-351-3000.

Non-Factory Lifetime Limited Warranty,
Good only at Ackerman Toyota

3636 S. KINGSHIGHWAY  |  ONLY MINUTES FROM THE HILL 
314-351-3000  |  ACKERMANTOYOTA.COM
HURRY IN OR CALLFOR DETAILS  | * EXCLUDES PRIUS PRIME & RAV 4 HYBRID

0% Financing Available  •  Excellent Trade-in Values
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It’s post-Black Friday 
craze—the gift-giving 
season is upon us. And 
sometimes, gift givers can 
lack inspiration. But never 
fear, the Scene team is 
here to help! From that 
acquaintance who got you 
a gift (so now you have to 
get them one, too) to the 
White Elephant exchange 
for your dorm floor, these 
gift ideas are perfect 
presents for any occasion. 
They’re also all either 
affordable, easy or some 
wonderful combination of  
the two. 

All I want for Christmas 
is to not get sick. For that 
friend who always seems 
to have the flu, could be a 
model for Student Health 
Services or continu-
ously doesn’t cover their 
mouth despite you passive 
aggressively coughing 
back at them (but while 
actually covering your 
mouth), give the gift of  
sterility: a surgical face 
mask; a flu shot jabbed 
into their fleshy upper 
forearm in the dead of  
night; packs upon packs 
of  EmergenC poured into 
their water bottle. Brew 
them hot tea, bring them 
cold packs for their fore-
head—and all the while, 
make sure they never leave 
the comforts of  their room 
and subsequently infect us 
all. Actually, sleep so you 
don’t become part of  the 
problem. Give the gift of  

health this holiday season. 
It’s all I’m asking for! 
—Katy Hutson 

For the past two 
Christmases, I have 
opened my bank account 
app to find a severely 
depleted gift-giving fund, 
due to long nights and 
dinners in the Student 
Life office. Because all 
my money now belongs 
to Fozzie’s Sandwich 
Emporium and Bobo’s 
Noodle House, I’ve had 
to get creative when it 
comes to giving gifts. I 
highly recommend the 
classic “hug coupon” 
idea. All you need is some 
paper, colored pencils and 
a nice mom with a low 
threshold for accepting 
presents. Based on the 
episode “Crime Aid” from 
the critically acclaimed 
show “The Office,” these 
coupons can go for up to 
$1,000. So, if  you think 
about it, it’s actually an 
extremely generous and 
thoughtful gift. —Aidan 
Strassmann

Every year for 
Christmas as a child, I 
would get a shiny new 
calendar, filled with 
pictures of  kittens and 
the promise of  a new year 
more organized than the 
last. By about Jan. 15, I 
usually had given up on 
actually keeping a neat 
calendar for the year. And 
by about March, I would 

completely stop flipping 
the pages to the next 
month. A calendar, for 
me, always ended up being 
a sort of  useless gift. But 
for other people, calendars 
are really effective at keep-
ing track of  time. Plus, 
they come in all kinds 
of  cool themes that say 
“Yes, I picked this present 
because of  the time of  
year, but I also know who 
you are and what you 
like.” And what’s better 
than something that’s both 
useful AND thoughtful? 
 —Ella Chochrek

I like my holiday 
presents to be thoughtful 
and useful, while also not 
requiring too much time 
or money. The perfect 
cross-section of  these is 
the small canvas painting. 
It’s so easy (and cheap!) 
to buy a couple of  small 
canvases and paints from 
Michael’s or JoAnn’s. 
Then, paint something 
that has meaning to 
you, as well as to the 
friend/family member to 
whom you’re gifting it. 
I’ve painted everything 
from a pretty flower for 
my mom to a Kendrick 
Lamar album cover for my 
brother. Plus, it’s a great 
way to wind down after 
the stress of  finals—you 
can unleash creativity 
and relaxing through 
the stroke of  the brush. 
Maybe you’ll even get 
high off  the paint! But 

whether you do or don’t, 
it’ll be a fun time. 
—Lindsay Tracy 

As a new Midwesterner, 
coming from much 
further south, I’ve come 
to appreciate objects and 
accessories that help with 
not being cold. For me, 
this includes scarves, hot 
drinks, hats, a winter 
jacket (I had to buy one 
for the first time this year) 
and more. Above all of  
these things (except maybe 
the jacket), the item I’ve 
most come to appreciate 
is socks. Besides being 
a great way to showcase 
your personality or be 
festive, nothing can beat a 
good pair of  warm socks 
to pull on before you 
brave the cold weather to 
walk to get food or even 
just to wear while hanging 
out on your floor. Show 
your friends and family 
you care about their com-
fort (and health, as cold 
feet are never good) and 
get them a pair of  warm, 
cozy socks. 
—Alana Raper

The ultimate, univer-
sal gift is Snake Eyes: A 
Nicolas Cage Activity 
Book. This present is just 
around the $10 range 
and is perfect for anyone. 
Even I have been tempted 
to add this book to my 
wish list, although the 
only Nick Cage content 
I’ve ever really enjoyed is 
pre-2010 memes. During 
the break, many people 
need to fill up their time 
that will no longer con-
sists of  essays, labs, Peer 
Led Team Learning and 
study sessions in Olin 
Library–so, an activity 
book is the perfect solu-
tion. Alternatively, pester 
an engineering or Olin 
Business School student 
for printing credit and 
create your own. Print 
some color-by-numbers, 
crossword puzzles, writing 
prompts…the possibili-
ties are endless. Once 
you have the pages ready, 
staple them together in the 
library, and you’re good to 
go! —Lily Wu

What’s sticky, col-
orful and comes in a 
variety pack of  9,000,000? 
Stickers!!!! There is 
nothing that makes me 
smile more than a fun 
sticker or two. Do you 
want to annoy the person 

sitting next to you in 
class? There’s a sticker 
for that! Do you want 
to help your roommate 
relax after a long day? 
There’s a sticker for that! 
Do you want to cover 
up the pimple the size 
of  Mt. Vesuvius on your 
face? There’s a sticker 
for that!!! Grab a pack 
of  9,000,000 (or maybe 
just 90) for yourself  and 
your gift recipients from 
Amazon—the varieties 
you can find on there are 
endless. Once they arrive, 
gift them to your friends, 
and stick those bad boys 
EVERYWHERE (includ-
ing right on top of  the 
grade penned on that 
exam you just failed). 
—Jillian Shah

Folks, it’s time to 
indulge and pick up 
a pair of  Panasonic 
ErgoFit In-Ear Earbuds 
Headphones with Mic/
Controller RP-TCM125-K 
(Black). I’m not joking 
around here—you and I 
both know that in the next 
month or so, one side of  
your earbuds will stop 
working. You’ll be walk-
ing to class and suddenly, 
RIP left bud. Nothing 
is more infuriating, and 
nothing is more common, 
which is why you should 
be spending $12.28 at 
most on your next pair of  
earbuds. Speaking from 
experience, the Panasonic 
sound quality is fine for 
all but the most particular 
of  audiophiles, and the 
durability is in line with 
your typical sub-$100 
earbuds. Like every pair 
of  earbuds you’ve ever 
owned, they’ll break after 
four months, but you can 
rest easy in the fact that 
they cost, like, $10.
—Ethan Jaynes

It’s my opinion that 
one of  the best kind of  
presents is an edible one. 
Unlike a re-gifted trin-
ket that will sit forlornly 
on the shelf  of  your gift 
recipient’s bookcase, a 
plate of  freshly baked 
cookies will be quickly 
devoured and genuinely 
appreciated, especially 
among the stress of  finals. 
So, turn on your dorm 
kitchen appliances and 
get to work—I promise, 
chocolate chip cookies 
are really easy to make. 
If  you’re feeling espe-
cially lazy, purchase some 

pre-made cookie dough 
from Paw’s n Go and 
actually bake it instead 
of  eating it raw and giv-
ing yourself  a stomach 
ache. If  you’re especially 
averse to homemade 
baked goods, pop into 
a nearby coffee shop or 
bakery for the perfect gift: 
Cursed Bikes and Coffee, 
Colleen’s Cookies and 
Seedz Cafe are all seri-
ously underrated gems 
that are deceptively close 
to campus. So, go forth 
and gift away! If  you’re 
lucky, the person you’re 
bestowing this present 
upon might even share the 
cookies with you. 
—Hanusia Higgins

Do you have a friend 
who wants to pretend to 
be cooler than everyone 
else? Are they alternative 
and edgy? Do they like 
loud noises and explicit 
lyrics? If  this sounds like 
one of  your friends than 
you should get them “The 
Money Store” by Death 
Grips on vinyl. “The 
Money Store” is arguably 
Death Grips’ best album, 
according to who you talk 
to, and the fact that it is 
their only album released 
through a record label 
means that it is very easy 
to find. When your friend 
opens this album their 
face will light up with 
ironic joy, and everyone 
needs more Death Grips 
in their life. 
—Josh Zucker

Let me tell you some-
thing. Christmas is all a 
corporate scam. Did you 
know that our modern 
image of  Santa Claus is 
entirely based on mar-
keting by the Coca-Cola 
Corporation? Christmas 
is just an attempt by big 
business to convince you 
that you can make your 
family happy by buying 
them products produced 
by large American corpo-
rations. But guess what? 
You kind of  can! People 
like to get things, and it 
feels nice to make people 
happy! Just because 
our current consumer 
Christmas is a dystopian 
late-stage capitalism 
dream stage doesn’t mean 
it can’t also be fun! I 
would suggest a sweater or 
some cozy socks, because 
it is cold out and everyone 
loves nice warm clothes.
— Jon Lewis 

Staff list: Holiday gifts for everyone on your ‘nice’ list
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Party like it’s freshman year: 
All the things I miss being able to do on the South 40
ELLA CHOCHREK
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Students purchase food from Cherry Tree, located in Bear’s Den on the South 40. Bear’s Den, 
the largest eatery on campus, is located within close proximity to freshmen and sophomores. 

ADAM TARSHIS | STUDENT LIFE

Living on the South 40 
for my first two years at 
Washington University 
was pretty nice. I liked 
going through the 
Underpass everyday and 
reading about a bunch of  
different things happen-
ing on campus. I liked 
that I could walk to the 
Danforth University 
Center in six minutes 
even though I lived in one 
of  the furthest dorms for 
both years (thanks, Office 
of  Residential Life!). But 
even though I liked living 
on the South 40, I can’t 
help but feel like I never 
quite took full advantage 
of  the location.

Disclaimer: I’ve 
really enjoyed living in 
the Village as a junior. 
There’s definitely some-
thing to be said for being 
able to get to Seigle Hall 
in literally two minutes. 
But there’s also something 
about the South 40 that 
feels like Disney World, 
whereas the Village is 
exactly what I pictured a 
college dorm looking like 
before I ever actually set 
foot on a campus.

That said, here are 
some things you can do 
on the South 40 that I sort 
of  miss being able to do. 

Frequent Bear’s 
Den

I’m going to say it: 
I started to get sick of  

Bear’s Den at the begin-
ning of  sophomore year. 
Yes, some people abso-
lutely love the place, but 
all of  a sudden I found 
myself  sick of  every 
meal offered, including 
the rotating specials in 
the world fusion station. 
What bothered me even 
more was that I couldn’t 
just saunter over to pick 
up a quick snack without 
being accosted by every 
person I’d met since 
Summer Orientation 
Advisement Registration. 
There’s also a lot of  noise 
in Bear’s Den at all times 
(have you heard the six 
songs that play on repeat 
over and over again?), 
and I appreciate some 
peace and quiet along-
side my salad. Anyway, 
I tried to avoid the place 
as much as possible last 
year (by eating a lot of  
meals at the DUC or in 
the Village or off  campus 
or literally just anywhere 
else). But now, I sort of  
miss Bear’s Den. There’s 
something so comforting 
about knowing a massive 
eatery sits within near 
walking distance of  your 
residence, where you can 
purchase anything with 
the swipe of  a pre-paid 
card. Also, Cherry Tree 
is significantly better 
than any other cafe-like 
area on campus. There 
are so many more dessert 
options available!

Attend events on the 
Swamp

I’ll be honest—even 
though I lived in Danforth 
House freshman year 
and was mere steps from 
WUStock, I sort of  just 
complained from my 
dorm about how noisy 
it was, went outside for 
10 minutes, proclaimed 
the Swamp “dead” and 
headed home. And the 
same thing happened 
with pretty much every 
Greek philanthropy event 
that happened during 
my first two years at the 
University. But last year, 
I made an actual effort 
to go to WUStock, and I 
actually had a pretty fun 
time. And this year, I’ve 
trekked out to a couple of  
Greek philanthropy events 
and—actually, those 
were still pretty terrible. 
The Greek philanthropy 
system is in need of  some 
reform.

Play basketball
It seems like there are 

always (always!) people 
playing basketball outside 
on the South 40 even if  
the weather is awful. I 
haven’t played basketball 
since senior year gym 
class, when one of  my 
classmates was mortified 
after I beat him one-on-
one (For context, I quit 
soccer in fourth grade 
and haven’t really done 
the whole “organized 
team sports” thing since 
then, so he was embar-
rassed because of  my lack 
of  athleticism rather than 
because he lost to a girl). 

But yeah, even though 
I hate basketball, I’m 
apparently I’m not that 
bad at it. I should have 
taken up pickup bas-
ketball while I was still 
living on the South 40. 
Or, perhaps better, I could 
have adopted a golden 
retriever and attempted 
to recreate “Air Bud” 
because that film is a true 
classic.

Use the Estrogym
The Estrogym, er—the 

South 40 Fitness Center—
is actually the least 

intimidating workout 
environment that’s ever 
been designed. There’s 
not enough space for even 
the most navigationally 
challenged person (that’s 
me) to get lost. There’s 
also an excess of  cardio 
equipment, and there’s 
almost always a treadmill 
or elliptical available. For 
someone who doesn’t 
really understand how 
more complicated athletic 
equipment works, this is a 
godsend. If  you can find 
a place more well-suited 
to a 30-minute trek on the 
stair climber, let me know, 

and I’ll pick up a gym 
membership ASAP.

Throw a dorm 
party

I went to one dorm 
party on the South 40. Let 
me set the scene for you. 
It was August of  fresh-
man year. I knew no one 
and knew nothing. I went 
to some lame dorm party 
where a bunch of  people 
were sitting on a couch 
drinking beer and then 
left after five minutes. 
End scene.
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I have attended 
Washington University 
for a little over three 
months—so I have all of  
the experience in the world 
under my belt and have 
decided to grace you with 
my words of  wisdom. Just 
kidding! That’s the biggest 
lie you will ever hear. This 
is actually a list of  lessons 
that I had to learn the hard 
way. And please don’t laugh 
at me. I’m still learning how 
to be a Bear.

DON’T LOSE 
YOUR 

STUDENT ID

 It sounds like com-
mon sense, right? And it’s 
super easy to secure your 
ID: Literally just get a 
cardholder for the back of  
your phone. Cardholders, 
however, aren’t that useful 
to you when you lose your 
phone. So, no matter what 
you do, don’t lose your 
phone. When you do lose 
your phone—because you 
will—check your bookbag 
a hundred times—and then 

look again. Chances are 
that you will find it some-
where in your bookbag the 
101st time and, as a result, 
you’ll have your ID as well 
(Disclaimer: This only 
applies if  you did not leave 
your ID on the MetroLink). 
This seems like a trivial 
lesson. But without your 
student ID, you actually 
can’t do ANYTHING. 
For example, eating. With 
no ID, you can’t buy food 
from the dining halls, and 
you can’t swipe into your 
dorm to buy a snack from 
the vending machine. Even 
if  you could get into your 
dorm, you don’t have your 
student ID, and you’re 
a broke college kid—so, 
no snacks for you. And 
if  you’re stressed because 
you’re in the process of  
starving to death, you 
can’t work out to take your 
mind off  things because, 
you know, you don’t have 
your student ID to get 
access to the gym. Lesson? 
Everything will be fine if  
you keep an eye on your 
stupid ID—sorry, I meant 
“student.”

DON’T TAKE 
A LANGUAGE 

CLASS THAT 
STARTS AT 

9 A.M.

Spanish, or any language 
class, is not the type of  
thing that you want to drag 
yourself  out of  bed for early 
in the morning. The fact 
that some of  us can barely 
form English words when 
we first get up is a good clue 
as to how hard it will be to 
for us to conjugate verbs in 
a non-native language in 
the early morning hours. 
Who knows? And maybe 
it wouldn’t be as bad if  our 
tests, quizzes and participa-
tion grades weren’t all based 
on how well we perform 
during class. But in reality, 
the grades do depend on in-
class performance, and it’s 
not worth it to get one letter 
grade lower in the class 
because you didn’t make 
good choices when putting 
your schedule together.

DON’T PLAY 
THE GAMES 

“ODDS ARE—
BUT IF YOU 
DO, THINK 

ABOUT THE 
CONSE-

QUENCES 
FIRST

You can play the game 
all you want, but don’t be 
surprised when you end 
up having to do something 
ridiculous, like run on the 
field during a football game 
or drink syrup at IHOP. 
You’ll just find yourself  in 
situations you don’t want 
to be in, and it’ll be worse 
than you might expect. For 
example, if  you drink the 
syrup straight out of  the 
bottle at IHOP, security 
may or may not see you 
doing it on their surveil-
lance cameras, making it 
necessary for your waitress 
to “confiscate and sterilize” 
the syrup bottle. It’s not 
fun having a salty waitress. 
You’ll feel too guilty to eat. 
And don’t expect her to 
bring you a to-go box.

GO TO BED 
EARLY (BY 11 

P.M.)

This one is just advice, 
rather than a lesson I 

learned. Looking back on 
this semester, a lot of  the 
best days I had were days 
in which I got up early 
enough to get ready without 
being pressed for time. I 
had time to do my morning 
routine without stumbling 
around and looking for 
toothpaste—and I had time 
to actually put a cute outfit 
together. It was so much 
more enjoyable to wake up 
with time to listen to my 
favorite music and enjoy 
the pretty walk on my way 
to class. I could take my 
time and grab a muffin and 
hot chocolate (or even a 
bagel from Einstein Bros. 
Bagels). After that, the rest 
of  my days seemed to go 
really well. Because I had 
enough time to do every-
thing I wanted to before 
class began, I got to class 
early and felt a lot more 
prepared. And because I 
felt prepared, I was in a 
great mood and was able 
to engage more in class 
discussions. On top of  that, 
I felt a lot more productive 
throughout the day and 
was able to focus more. 
You could say that some of  
my days were significantly 
better because of  my deli-
cious bagel breakfast from 
Einstein’s, but I think it 

might have had a little more 
to do with the fact that I 
went to bed earlier the night 
before.

LISTEN TO 
YOUR CON-
SCIENCE—
YOU HAVE 
IT FOR A 
REASON

Hopefully you’ve picked 
up on this one up already. 
Make wise decisions, and if  
you’re questioning whether 
or not it’s wrong to do 
something, just don’t do it. I 
said it once already, but I’ll 
say it again for effect: Listen 
to your conscience—you 
have it for a reason.

While my words of  
wisdom were probably the 
most enlightening things 
you’ve ever heard, I think 
it would really benefit us 
all to hear from some of  
our professors. I’m really 
grateful to these professors 
who took the time to share 
a little with me about their 
experiences from their own 
freshman years and to give 
us advice.

Five lessons learned by a first-semester Bear and advice from her professors

JILL 
STRATTON 
Associate 
Dean of 

Undergraduate 
Residential 
Learning

“If  I were to go back in 
time to my first semester 
of  college, which would 
be 30 years ago this fall at 
Transylvania University in 
Lexington, Ky.—I would 
tell myself, ‘It is all going 
to be OK. Take a deep 
breath, focus in on what 
really matters, and truly—
it will all be OK.’

“The best advice I have 
for first-year Wash. U. stu-
dents: Surround yourself  
with open-hearted people! 
Get to know the people 
in your community: your 
[resident advisors and 
Washington University 
Student Associates,] 
your [Residential College 

Director], your house-
keeper and mechanic, 
the Dining Services staff  
and the people you see 
on campus every day. 
Connect with a faculty 
member who you respect 
and invite them to tea. 
Explore classes and take a 
course that you know will 
challenge you. Express 
gratitude! Write down 
three things every day that 
you are grateful for.”

MARK PEGG
Professor of 

History

“I wish I could tell my 
younger self  just how 
little he knew, even if  he 
thought he knew so much. 
Oddly enough, the older I 
get and the more I study, 
rather than feeling I know 
more, I just keep feeling I 
know so very little. This 
is a good thing. It means I 
am always curious, never 
complacent about what 

are supposedly conven-
tional truths. I would also 
tell myself  just how lucky 
and privileged I was to be 
able to go to university 
when so many people 
cannot.

“While any student is 
of  course exceptional and 
brilliant to be at Wash. U., 
you still don’t know every-
thing, and that is the joy 
of  university (and in many 
ways, the joy of  life). Take 
this chance to learn—
embrace the chance to be a 
student. You should study 
what interests you and not 
what you (or your par-
ents) think is supposedly 
marketable or profitable.  
The whole point of  going 
to a great university is that 
no matter what you study, 
you can do anything in 
life.  To shortchange this 
opportunity to study at a 
profound level what really 
interests you and only do 
what you think is ‘correct’ 
in some crude business 
sense is to actually under-
cut your potential. It is 

also anti-intellectual, and 
there is already too much 
of  this corrosive sentiment 
in the world. Also, every-
one should do a senior 
thesis.”

JOHN 
SHARESHIAN 

Professor of 
Mathematics 

and Director of 
Undergraduate 

Studies

“Find a subject that you 
really like and think about 
it as much as you can. 
This is much more impor-
tant for success than any 
natural talent you might 
have or lack.”

NATHANIEL 
FARRELL
Lecturer, 

College Writing 
Program

“I would tell myself  that 
the library, not the dorm, 
is your real home away 
from home.”

 “Call your parents, and 
make time for the people 
you love.”

JOSE 
SULLIVAN 
Graduate
Student, 

Department 
of Romance 

Languages and 
Literatures

“I would tell myself  to 
enjoy good professors and 
learn as much as possible 
from them (more than just 
academics).”

“Seize the time that you 
have here, and acknowl-
edge the privileged 

position you have. For the 
ones coming from differ-
ent latitudes, it’s amazing 
how great Wash. U. is, but 
it also helps us to remem-
ber how different it is from 
our own universities.”

TIM BONO 
Lecturer, 

Department of 
Psychological & 
Brain Sciences

“RELAX. It’s okay 
to put down your books 
every once in a while to 
do the things you love just 
because you enjoy them.”

“Forget everything you 
were ever told about col-
lege being ‘the best four 
years of  your life.’ Yes, 
college is an amazing 
experience, but there are 
also a lot of  hard things 
you’ll have to overcome. 
And that’s part of  it, too. 
Don’t be afraid to reach 
out for help.”

MORAYO LADEJOLA-
OGINNI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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W
ith the 
recent string 
of armed 
robberies 

occurring near Washington 
University’s Danforth 
Campus, I started to ask 
myself why they were hap-
pening. The problem appears 
to be two-fold. First, students 
are known (and legally 
required) to be unarmed when 
they are on campus. Second, 
students have large amounts 
of expensive electronics that 
they have to carry back and 
forth with them to campus. 

Students and faculty being 
unarmed on campus is the 
right decision. While I sup-
port Americans’ right to bear 
arms, the university setting 
is not conducive to firearms 
due mostly to the widespread 
use of alcohol, academic 
pressure and ultimately an 
entirely inadequate University 
response to growing mental 
health issues. However, this 
leads even the least cunning 
of criminals to recognize the 
easy pickings that are the 
exhausted and often distracted 
students bumbling home to 
their apartments off campus. 
In regard to electronics, stu-
dents and faculty are and will 

be required to carry them to 
campus regardless of the risk. 
This is an unfortunate truth 
and one that is hard to skirt.

Students will need to take 
greater responsibility in their 
own personal safety moving 
forward, whether that is in 
finding ways other than walk-
ing to get home late at night or 
ensuring they are alert and not 
distracted by phones or music. 
This student responsibility is 
something that many would 
say is “common sense,” yet 
it is not practiced and there is 
little to no training or infor-
mation given regarding best 
practices for personal safety 
off campus. This should be 

required to be covered early 
on in students’ tenure at the 
University to ensure that even 
when walking to the Delmar 
Loop for dinner, students have 
the tools and knowledge avail-
able to them to help deal with 
or potentially avoid dangerous 
situations. 

The solution here is dif-
ficult to pin down to a single 
response, yet who can argue 
with an increased security 
presence off campus? I cer-
tainly feel safe on campus, but 
off campus it feels as though 
there is little responsibility 
taken by Wash. U. or the 
surrounding jurisdictions to 
patrol and secure off-campus 

student housing. When some-
one is robbed, we (sometimes) 
receive a text message or 
email telling us that a robbery 
has occurred, and while the 
information is sometimes 
useful, I feel more can be 
done. At the University with 
the 16th largest endowment 
according to the National 
Center for Education 
Statistics, I feel Wash. U. 
could be doing more to hire 
an increased number of  
Washington University Police 
Department officers and/or 
security personnel to improve 
the security presence in the 
neighborhoods surrounding 
the Danforth Campus.

The University likes to talk 
about how great of a commu-
nity it fosters, and is buying 
up property on all sides of  
it. Students and faculty live 
in these properties, but as 
the University has grown in 
population and geographic 
area, students and faculty 
have moved further and fur-
ther out. With this growth, the 
University needs to expand its 
efforts to maintain security in 
these areas and give the com-
munity the confidence that the 
behemoth we pay upward of  
$65,000 each year cares about 
our safety enough to do more 
than just tell us that we’ve 
been robbed.

S
ince President 
Donald Trump 
took office, I’ve tried 
to figure out why 

oft-repeated lines lambasting 
his endless shortcomings—his 
feuds with Gold Star families, 
his barely comprehensible 
Twitter rampages, his lack of  
knowledge about the govern-
ment he runs—stir in me such 
a strong sense of annoyance. 
Trump is a dangerously 
incompetent leader, and his 
pathological need to attack 
people he doesn’t like has  real 
consequences for our politics 

and our society—so why do 
I hate when people criticize 
these faults? The president’s 
actions on Monday were my 
answer.

In an unprecedented use 
of the Antiquities Act, which 
gives presidents the author-
ity to designate landmarks, 
Trump drastically reduced 
the size of the Bears Ears and 
Grand Staircase-Escalante 
National Monuments in 
Utah. The move will shrink 
Bears Ears by 85 percent and 
Grand Staircase-Escalante 
by 50 percent, ostensibly to 
wrest control of the land from 
bureaucrats in the federal 
government and return it to 

the people of Utah. In real-
ity, the people of Utah—71 
percent of whom approved 
of President Barack Obama’s 
decision last year to make 
Bears Ears a monument—
won’t do much more with it 
than watch mining and drill-
ing operations immediately 
drop their anchors and tear up 
the natural landscape.

Though he didn’t say 
anything particularly stupid 
or racist, this move is classic 
Trump: doing something a lot 
of regular people don’t like, 
and which he never cam-
paigned on, to appease a few 
powerful conservatives.

The 13 months since 

Trump’s election have been 
exhausting. It’s easy to grab 
onto a few one-liners about 
his incompetence and his 
malevolence toward every 
marginalized group you can 
name. It’s fun to laugh at (and, 
if you’re like me, genuinely 
admire) his 2,530-calorie 
McDonald’s order. It’s a 
lot harder to reckon with 
his destruction of public 
land cherished by native 
tribes, conservationists and 
archaeologists.

But that’s no reason not to 
reckon with it. The plati-
tudes that I so despise water 
down Trump’s absurd and 
destructive presidency to just 

the stupid and mean things 
he says. They gloss over the 
tangible, irreversible damage 
he is currently inflicting on the 
United States.

On the night of Nov. 8, 
2016, most of us probably 
didn’t get around to worrying 
about the security of national 
monuments as we imagined 
the disaster that would be 
Trump’s America. We were 
horrified by his verbal attacks 
on the media, on people of  
color, on women and on Gold 
Star families—and rightly so. 
But now, he’s been in office 
for almost a year, and we’re 
still shouting into the void 
about the Gold Star families 

and the incompetence and the 
offensive tweets. Meanwhile, 
the verbal attacks have been 
joined by actions, including 
the one that sold out sacred 
lands and ten thousand 
archaeological sites for a bit of  
political capital.

Basically, you should be 
a lot more mad about this 
than you are about his latest 
Twitter beef. The campaign 
ended a year ago, but we’re 
still in the same mode we were 
in then, hanging on and cring-
ing at his every word. Which 
is why if I hear “Trump” in 
the same sentence as “Gold 
Star family” one more time, 
I’m gonna lose it.
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W
hen I look 
back on my 
elementary 
school 

years, I can easily character-
ize myself  as a quitter.

I quit softball, clarinet, 
ballet, guitar, ice-skating, soc-
cer—you get the point. What 
ties all these seemingly dispa-
rate activities together is that 
I lacked a natural aptitude for 
them, and I didn’t want to be 

the worst one on the field or 
in the band or on the ice. 

Instead, I stuck to the 
activities at which I suc-
ceeded: theater, writing, art. 
And by the time I reached 
sophomore year of high 
school, I’d narrowed myself  
down even more, to just 
writing.

For the last three years 
at Washington University, 
I’ve pushed myself  into the 
same corner I’d been in all 
through high school. While I 
initially wanted to join other 

activities besides the student 
newspaper, I fell back into 
the comfort of Student Life 
(I’d participated in the pre-
orientation program) after a 
few rejections.

I’ve really enjoyed Student 
Life—I’ve made some won-
derful friends through my 
time on staff  and grown as a 
writer in the process—but I 
can’t help but wonder what 
life would’ve been like if  
I’d carved out a less defin-
able terrain here at Wash. 
U. Could I have mastered 

some new skill? Could I have 
made friends with interests 
completely different from my 
own? Could I have solved 
the seemingly unanswerable 
question of what I want to 
do for the rest of my life?

“What-ifs” are tricky—
after all, we can never really 
know what might have 
been. But what I do know is 
this: Some of my proudest 
achievements are products 
of my riskiest decisions. And 
some of my biggest regrets 
are about the times I played 

it safe.
So, here’s my challenge to 

you all: Think of something 
you’ve always wanted to do, 
but have always been too 
scared to try, whether that’s a 
sport or an instrument or an 
academic club. 

And then just go for it. 
You know what they say: 

It’s better to have tried and 
failed than to never have tried 
at all.

For the past few years, I’ve 
often wondered why people 
put me in a box. Why would 

someone assume I’d want 
to go into journalism for 
a career, when I’d actively 
done journalism (and talked 
about it incessantly) for as 
long as they’d known me? 
Why wasn’t I given room to 
grow?

Well, guess what—I’m the 
one who shoved myself  into 
a box. But it’s not too late for 
me to crawl out of it and try 
something new.

And it’s not too late for 
you to explore an unexpected 
path, either.

Off-campus student safety is not a priority
OP-ED SUBMISSION

T
he last few weeks 
of each semester 
are laden with 
stress for every-

one—more so than the 
already stressful, typical week 
in the life of a Washington 
University student. This is 
mostly due to the high-stakes 
exams, papers and projects 
that accumulate during finals. 
To a degree, this pressure is 
somewhat unavoidable: It’s 
called “finals week” for a 
reason, after all. But there’s 
one source of stress which 
stands to be eradicated across 
the board: Uncertainty about 
(pre-finals) grades. 

For many students, 
knowing where they stand 
grade-wise going into finals 
can be a source of relief. 
Awareness of an existing 
grade and how much perfor-
mance on a final assignment 
can help or hinder it, is crucial 
for students to know how well 
they need to score on their 
last assignments, and there-
fore to gauge how much time 
they need to put into a course, 
especially in relation to other 
stressful classes. Conversely, 
the understanding that they 
are already doing well in 
a class can release a lot of  
pressure and allow students 

to relax. Giving students the 
capacity to understand their 
current grade situation before 
finals, and how much they 
may be able to change it, is an 
invaluable tool.

Grade uncertainty 
can stem from undefined 
grading policies to ambigu-
ous evaluations (What 
does that A- really mean, 
percentage-wise?) to grades 
that simply are not returned 
to students until far too late 
in the semester. Don’t get us 
wrong—many instructors 
do a fantastic job at laying 
out clear grade breakdowns 
and returning assignments 

in a timely manner. Students 
surely appreciate these profes-
sors, who make an effort to 
ease the seemingly never-
ending stress. 

Further exacerbating 
the problem is the lack of a 
cohesive grading system at 
Washington University. Of  
course, each school, depart-
ment and professor is allowed 
some degree of flexibility 
in their personal grading 
policies. But the way those 
grades are presented varies 
to a confusing degree: Some 
classes use Blackboard; others 
return grades on a professor’s 
personal website; still others 

only hand grades back in 
person, sometimes without a 
quantitative score. Instructors 
should have a standardized 
system for returning grades 
to students across the board 
to make everyone’s lives 
easier. If Blackboard isn’t 
effective in this capacity, 
perhaps a new online system 
should be implemented, like 
Canvas, a popular alterna-
tive to Blackboard, which is 
older, perhaps outdated and 
frequently complained about.

In sum, professors updat-
ing grades in a clear and 
timely manner—specifically, 
all in one place and prior 

to reading week—would 
go a long way in reducing 
unneeded student stress 
during the already tense last 
bit of the semester. For the 
lowest stress finals period as 
possible, instructors should 
also be easy to reach by email 
and have clearly outlined 
grading policies available 
throughout the year. While 
some professors already do 
this, others don’t, and a little 
more effort to help students 
understand their grades prior 
to the final stretch of the 
semester would be immensely 
useful to keep finals from 
being unnecessarily stressful.
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS

JORDAN CHOW | STUDENT LIFE
Washington University students and other residents of Skinker DeBaliviere attend the annual 
Winter Market. At the event, which has gone on each year for over 20 years, attendees en-
joyed performances from a cappella groups and winter-themed treats, such as hot chocolate.

As the search for a new 
chancellor at Washington 
University continues, multiple 
hearing sessions were held on 
Nov. 29, Dec. 4 and Dec. 5 so 
that students, faculty and staff  
could voice their opinions on 
what they want to see in the 
next chancellor.

Many undergraduate and 
graduate students, as well as 
student groups such as the 
Graduate Student Senate and 
Fossil Free WashU, attended 
the session.

The search firm Isaacson, 
Miller—which is working 
with the search committee to 
look for a new chancellor—
sent several members of its 

team to the listening sessions. 
The search committee—
headed by Craig Schnuck 
and comprised of 19 mem-
bers representing the board of  
trustees, administrators, fac-
ulty, students and staff—was 
also present at the listening 
sessions.

Schnuck, chair of the 
University’s board of trustees, 
emphasized the significance 
of taking opinions of the 
Washington University com-
munity into consideration 
during the selection process.

“The role of chancel-
lor is a defining one for the 
University,” Schnuck said dur-
ing the panel. “It is absolutely 
critical that our community—
students, faculty, staff, alumni 
and friends—has a voice in 

determining the qualities this 
person should possess. We are 
committed to listening and 
learning throughout the pro-
cess and will seek candid and 
substantive feedback all along 
the way.”

Attendees were asked to 
consider the most important 
things they would like to see 
changed at the University and 
the things they would like 
to see stay the same. At this 
point, the floor opened for 
students to respond and give 
feedback.

Members of the campus 
environmental campaign 
Fossil Free WashU focused 
on pressuring the University 
to divest from the top 200 fos-
sil fuel companies.

“We ask that the search 

committee prioritize a chan-
cellor that will take leadership 
against climate change—one 
that will challenge Wash. U. 
to be such a leader,” sopho-
more Fossil Free WashU 
member Allie Lindstrom said 
at the event.

Other students spoke about 
their frustrations with the cur-
rent administration. Graduate 
students demanded that the 
new chancellor be willing to 
meet with them to discuss 
concerns. Undergraduates 
seconded the graduate stu-
dents’ request for a more 
responsive administration.

“I want a chancellor that 
interacts with the students 
beyond surface level, image 
based interactions,” sopho-
more Rebecca Kiesel said.

Sexual assault policy was 
also addressed during the 
hearing session, receiving 
applause and support from 
the audience.

“Sexual assault and harass-
ment is a major problem on 
college campuses, and Wash. 
U. is not an exception,” 
sophomore Mary Gay said. 
“We need [a chancellor] who 
actively fights back against 
injustice and will stand with 
survivors by providing and 
strengthening the necessary 
services for them.”

A majority of  students 
who attended the session 
requested a relatively younger 
person for the position, as 
they believe a younger chan-
cellor will better connect 
with the student body and be 

more flexible in their opin-
ions on what is going on in 
the world.

All members of  the search 
committee signed a nondis-
closure agreement stating 
that they will not discuss 
what is going on during the 
search to anyone other than 
those on the search commit-
tee and in the search firm.

The search committee 
stated that they are dedi-
cated to finding the best 
individual to fit the position 
of  Washington University 
chancellor. 

“I urge everyone to be 
patient. It’s going to take us 
a while, probably until next 
fall, before we come to a 
conclusion on the search,” 
Schnuck said.

Students express concerns during chancellor search hearing sessions 
JESSICA BIGLEY
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

premature hiring of  trolley 
managers and employees. 

“The thing that amazed 
me is that these funds that 
we’re asking money from are 
only transit-oriented funds,” 
Edwards said. “I’ve been 
told they have over $40 mil-
lion sitting in that account; 
so, why not fund $500,000 
out of  $40 million?”

In 2015, Edwards 
requested $4 million from the 
City Council, but the project 
only received $3 million. In 
August 2017, he requested 
$500,000, explaining that the 
additional funds would con-
tribute in part to the million 
dollar funding gap.

The Loop Trolley has 
been criticized by businesses 
on the Loop since con-
struction began, which cite 
impacts on their potential 

retail livelihood and mis-
communications with the 
Loop Trolley Transportation 
Development District.

“I think we all want it to 
succeed. We just don’t know 
what’s going on because 
there has been no trans-
parency,” businesswoman 
and Marketing Director of  
the Loop Special Business 
District Jessica Bueler said. 
“Every time we would learn 
something new about the 
trolley, it would be too late to 
change it.”

Despite delays, Edwards 
remains confident that the 
electric trolley will function 
as a symbol of  pride for St. 
Louis and be a way to intro-
duce the city to green transit.

“[The appeals] cost a 
lot of  time and energy and 
money,” Edwards said. “The 

whole process in this context 
is supervised by a judge, and 
she OK’d every single thing, 
every step of  the way. It’s 
amazing that they think they 
can go against a judge who 
certified everything.”

For Wald, the question is 
not whether the trolley is a 
good addition to the Delmar 
community but whether peo-
ple will use it.

“It’s not that we wish it 
to not happen or not work 
because there has been a 
lot of  suffering by the busi-
nesses and everyone else 
waiting for this to come to 
fruition,” Wald said. “This is 
going to go from University 
City Loop, which is already 
a very vibrant and popular 
area, to Forest Park. The 
question is: Will people use 
it?”

TROLLEY from page 2 
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