
Social Programming Board 
plans to enact new changes to 
both its constitution and events 
after the controversy surround-
ing the choice of  Lil Dicky as 
this semester’s WILD headliner, 
its executive board announced 
in a town hall meeting Thursday 
night.

According to SPB, the 
executive board will promote 
student inclusivity and diversity, 
freshman outreach and com-
munication transparency in the 
upcoming semester.

Junior and SPB president Dina 
Guilak expressed confidence 
about the new direction in which 
SPB is heading.

“As a new exec board, we are 
really focused on moving for-
ward and making changes with 
new events we have planned. 
We have talked to Senate and 
Treasury and have received a lot 
of  feedback,” Guilak said.

SPB has three main goals for 
the upcoming semester. The first 
is to be more inclusive, a move 
which follows the frustration 
students felt in October follow-
ing the selection of  Lil Dicky as 
fall WILD’s headliner. Guilak, 
as well as sophomore and WILD 
Director Evelyn Shao, reiter-
ated the importance of  fairly 
representing all Washington 
University students during the 
town hall.

“We are representing the entire 
student body. We are here for 
the entire student body,” Guilak 
said. “We have to make sure that 
our programming is accessible to 
everybody and is something that 
the whole school wants to see 
happen. We want to be inclusive 
of  all views and backgrounds.”

“We are receiving training 
from the Center for Diversity 
and Inclusion [CDI] to make 
sure we are making choices that 
do reflect the diversity of  the 

CONTACT BY POST 
ONE BROOKINGS DRIVE #1039
#330 DANFORTH UNIVERSITY CENTER
ST. LOUIS, MO 63130-4899

CONTACT BY EMAIL 
EDITOR@STUDLIFE.COM
NEWS@STUDLIFE.COM
CALENDAR@STUDLIFE.COM

CONTACT BY PHONE
NEWSROOM 314.935.5995 
ADVERTISING 314.935.6713 
FAX 314.935.5938

The independent newspaper of Washington University in St. Louis since 1878

WWW.STUDLIFE.COMVOLUME 139, NO. 26 MONDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2017 

KATY’S KORNER 
How not to lead 
peeps on, as 
explained by our 
advice columnist  
(Scene, pg 5)

SEE ‘LADY BIRD‘ 
A woman’s coming 
of age story, with all 
the complexities of 
female relationships 
(Cadenza, pg 6) BASKETBALL WINS ON THE ROAD

(Sports, pg 8)

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL FALLS IN McWILLIAMS CLASSIC 
Bears defeat Oglethorpe in semifinals, lose to Austin 85-77 in finals

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE

Junior Katie Claussner drives toward the basket in the No. 13 Bears’ 85-77 loss to Austin in the championship game of the McWilliams Classic. With the 
85-77 loss at home in the Field House, the Bears’ three-game win streak comes to a conclusion, and the Red and Green fall to 4-2 on the young season. 

Former 
Wash. U. 
student 
posted 
photos of 
classmates 
to sex fetish 
website
KATHLEEN WHITE
STAFF REPORTER

The Washington University 
women’s basketball team did not 
play poorly Saturday night. They 
shot a perfectly respectable 41.5 
percent from the floor, had three 
players score double-digit points 
and scored two more points than 
their season average of  75. 

None of  this, however, was 
enough to push the Bears past 
Austin College, who were pro-
pelled by 30 points and 15 
rebounds from their star for-
ward Bryce Frank as the visiting 
Kangaroos upset the No. 13 
Bears 85-77 in the final of  the 
McWilliams Classic at the Wash. 
U. Field House. 

The loss was especially dis-
appointing for Wash. U., 

considering the day before they 
had put on their best offensive 
performance of  the season, rack-
ing up 90 points for the first time 
this year in the semifinal against 
Oglethorpe University. 

Oglethorpe came off  the 
blocks fastest, jumping out to 
an early 8-2 lead. The Wash. U. 
offense, however, was lights out 
in the first quarter, shooting 68.8 
percent in the period, and this 
efficiency soon had them in the 
driver’s seat.

After the hot start from 
Oglethorpe, the Bears went on a 
24-8 run over the next five min-
utes. Junior Caroline Ballard 
came off  the bench during this 
stretch and made an immediate 
impact, canning back-to-back 
3-pointers to put Wash. U. up 
four.

A combination of  juniors 
Stephanie Botkin and Rachael 
Sondag did much of  the early 
damage, scoring six and eight 
points respectively. 

Oglethorpe kept things close 
as the first quarter ended, with 
a late 5-0 run bringing the score 
to 29-26 for Wash. U. The Bears, 
however, would pull away in the 
second, in which they outscored 
the Stormy Petrels 22-14. Junior 
Madeline Homoly had eight 
points in the quarter, to bring her 
first half  total to 14. 

Homoly showed off  some of  
her offensive range in the quar-
ter, hitting midrange jumpers 
and finishing inside with strong 
lay-ins at the basket. All four of  
Homoly’s field goals in the quar-
ter were assisted, part of  a larger 
trend of  Wash. U.’s effective ball 

movement in the game.
The Bears racked up 19 assists 

in the first half, and 27 in the 
entire game. Junior Becca Clark-
Callender and senior Natalie Orr 
were instrumental in conducting 
the game from the backcourt, 
and both guards finished with 
eight assists. 

Wash. U. went into the half  
with a 51-40 lead, and only 
stretched it in the third quar-
ter. Homoly scored another 
nine points in the quarter, and 
Sondag added nine of  her own, 
going three-for-three from 
behind the arc. The Bears led 
77-56 after three quarters, and 
despite a brief  Oglethorpe rally, 
held on for a comfortable 90-79 
final score.

DECK THE HALLS, DECK THE HOUSE

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE

Students stand outside the Theta Xi house to watch the fraternity’s annual Deck the House event. The proceeds 
from the event, which featured performances and hot cocoa, went toward the National Multiple Sclerosis Society.

SPB to implement changes 
following controversy 
surrounding fall 2017 WILD
ZACHARY BERMAN
STAFF REPORTER

SEE SPB, PAGE 10

SEE MIAMI, PAGE 10

JON LEWIS
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

SEE BASKETBALL, PAGE 8

Former Washington 
University student Alex Zhang, 
who graduated in 2014, has been 
suspended by the University of  
Miami School of  Medicine and 
is currently under investigation 
for posting photos of  his female 
classmates to sex fetish websites.

Zhang allegedly copied pho-
tos from women’s social media 
accounts and posted them to 
multiple fetish websites. Some 
of  the posts identify the women 
by name.

When Zhang was a student at 
Washington University, he alleg-
edly posted photos of  his female 
classmates to similar websites. 
The photos first came to the 
attention of  one of  Zhang’s 
former Washington University 
classmates, who spoke anony-
mously to Student Life, when 
she searched her name online in 
2013, 

“The top result was an image 
gallery where pictures of  me 
were posted. The pictures had 
my full name in the description 
and described me as a whore, 
slut, etc. The pictures were from 
my Facebook where my feet 
were visible in the photo,” she 
said. 

The former classmate real-
ized Zhang was behind the 
posts when she recognized other 



SAM SEEKINGS | SENIOR NEWS EDITOR | NEWS@STUDLIFE.COM2   STUDENT LIFE MONDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2017

MONDAY 4
 
Chancellor Search Committee ‘Listening Sessions’ – Danforth Campus 
Students
Lab Sciences Bldg., Room 300, 4:00 p.m.
The search committee, chaired by Craig Schnuck, is eager to hear feedback 
from members of  the University community. To begin the process of  gath-
ering input, the committee will host three listening sessions for Danforth 
Campus faculty, students and staff  on Nov. 29 and Dec. 4 and 5. (Listening 
sessions on the Medical Campus will be held in early 2018). All members of  
the University community on the Danforth Campus are strongly encouraged 
to attend one of  these listening sessions. Refreshments will be served at each 
gathering. 

Gallery Talk: “Renaissance and Baroque Prints”
Kemper Art Museum, Ebsworth Gallery, 5:00 p.m
Professor of  Art History William Wallace, along with graduate students in 
the Department of  Art History and Archaeology, leads a discussion of  Re-
naissance and Baroque prints. Parking info online.

Seminar: “Novel Regulators of Cardiac Rhythm”
Whitaker Hall, Room 218, 5:15 p.m.
Professor at NYU School of  Medicine Glenn Fishman to give a seminar 
sponsored by CBAC Seminar Series. Parking info online.

TUESDAY 5
 
Lecture: “Is Cancer Due to Bad Luck?”
Life Sciences Bldg., Room 202, 12:00 p.m.
Philosophy Professor Anya Plutynski presents the History and Philosophy of  
Science and Medicine lecture.

Student Solo and Chamber Music Recital
Graham Chapel, 7:00 p.m.
Program online. Sponsored by the Department of  Music. 

WEDNESDAY 6 

Lecture: “Phase Space”
Crow Hall, Room 204, 4:00 p.m.
Thomas Curtright of  the University of  Miami. Sponsored by the Department 
of  Physics.faculty and staff, seniors and non-Wash. U. students.)

theFLIPSIDE
EVENT CALENDAR

MON 4
THUNDERSTORMS
68/35

TUES 5
AM CLOUDS
44/27

WED 6
MOSTLY SUNNY
47/22

The Student 
Sustainability Board, 
established this past fall 
semester, announced a 
new composting initiative 
that aims to make all cam-
pus events waste free.

The Student 
Sustainability Board 
(SSB), a Student Union 
entity, acts as an envi-
ronmental consulting 
resource for Washington 
University. The SSB has 
focused its efforts on 
helping student groups 
host environmentally 
friendly events, namely 
by providing groups with 
compostable tableware 
and trash bags, all at no 
cost to the groups.

Since beginning the 
initiative, the SSB has 
overseen many events; 
however, awareness and 
possible funding restraints 
could make their goal 
of  zero waste-producing 
campus events difficult to 
achieve.

President of  SSB and 
senior Clayton Scott 
explained that while the 
free composting service is 
easily accessible through 
an online form, many 
student groups remain 
unaware of  the service.

“I think awareness 
is definitely a big issue 
because I’m still meeting 
people around campus 
who one, don’t even know 
we exist, and two, don’t 
even realize that they have 
the ability to get free com-
posting for their event; all 
they have to do is fill out 
a form,” Scott said. “That 

would both save their 
club money if  they want 
to their funds for some-
thing else and just make 
their events more green 
overall.”

This past semester, 
SSB has supplied student 
groups with over 4,000 
units of  compostable 
plates, silverware and 
cups. SSB has covered 
both large and small events 
including Alpha Epsilon 
Phi’s 300-person philan-
thropy brunch; Catholic 
Student Association, 
Chabad and Hillel dinners; 
Kappa Delta’s Color Run; 
and the Chinese Student 
Association’s formal.

When a group decides 
to work with SSB for an 
upcoming event, it first 
meets with a volunteer 
SSB representative. The 
representative will arrange 
for appropriate compost-
ing materials to be brought 
to the event and will 
advise the group on other 
ways to lower its carbon 
footprint. 

One way SSB does this 
is by encouraging groups 
to have many vegetar-
ian options and to source 
food from local vendors. 
In addition, in order to 
keep the compost uncon-
taminated (a large issue 
at Washington University) 
the assigned SSB repre-
sentative will often attend 
the events and assist with 
waste sorting. 

SSB maintains a stock-
pile of  compostable 
tableware for smaller 
events and orders addi-
tional supplies for larger 
gatherings. At its cur-
rent rate, the Student 

Sustainability Board, 
with a budget of  $10,000, 
will be able to supply 
compostable materials to 
any student group who 
requests it.

According to Emma 
Waltman, junior and vice 
president of  public rela-
tions for SSB, there is still 
a lot of  work to be done.

“There are so many 
events that happen on 
campus, every week, and 
there is so much waste, 
from plastic plates and 
food that people don’t 
even think about,” she 
said. “It really piles up.”

While requesting 
compost stations and 
tableware can easily be 
done at SSB’s website 
and only requires a brief  
meeting with an SSB rep-
resentative, many campus 
organizations still host 
waste-producing events 
and are not aware of  SSB’s 
initiative. According to 
Scott, SSB has plans to 
raise awareness through 
Student Union public rela-
tions next semester.

Most current requests 
for composting assis-
tance come as a result of  
an event organizer hav-
ing a direct relationship 
with a member of  SSB 
or as a result of  SSB’s 
outreach efforts, which 
include emailing organi-
zations that have posted 
food-related events on 
Washington University 
Student Group Organizer.

“What we want is 
groups coming to us and 
asking for our resources,” 
Waltman said. “But, right 
now, it is us reaching out 
to groups.”

Student Sustainability Board 
announces composting initiative 
to make WU events waste free
ANDREW CELLI
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Following the release of  
Kaplan Test Prep’s 12th 
annual survey on medical 
school admissions Nov. 
27, administrators from 
Washington University 
School of  Medicine dis-
cussed what they look 
for most when reviewing 
applications.

The survey conducted 
by Kaplan Test Prep 
involved talking to 66 med-
ical schools in the U.S. and 
Canada from September 
through October 2017. 
The test prep company 
found that 54 percent of  
admissions officers say 
a low Medical College 
Admission Test (MCAT) 
score is “the biggest appli-
cation deal-breaker,” 
followed by a low under-
graduate GPA, which 
36 percent indicated as a 
deal-breaker.

According to Dr. Valerie 
Ratts, associate dean 
for admissions at the 
Washington University 
School of  Medicine, quan-
titative measurements are 

important when reviewing 
an application, but they 
are only one part of  what 
an admissions committee 
will review. 

“We follow the EAM 
model, which looks at the 
experiences, attributes 
and metrics of  students 
when we are thinking 
about applications. The 
goal is to consider applica-
tions in a holistic manner. 
Metrics, including MCAT, 
GPA and rigor of  course-
work, are a part of  that 
model,” Ratts said. “The 
other pieces of  that model 
are experiences and attri-
butes—[this is where] 
all the other pieces of  
the application become 
important.”

When it comes to experi-
ences and attributes, Ratts 
believes essays are impor-
tant because they help 
the admissions commit-
tee know what a student’s 
motivation is to study 
medicine, learn what a stu-
dent has done in research, 
volunteering, shadowing 
or another activity that has 
shaped his or her interest 
in medicine and see the 

student’s writing skills. 
“For Wash. U. Medical 

School, when we are creat-
ing a medical school class, 
we say we are ‘building’ a 
class. We are looking for 
students that have unique 
experiences and perspec-
tives in the things that 
they’ve done,” she said.

While administra-
tors say that essays are 
important, the recent 
survey shows that 
MCAT scores are still 
the primary element of  a 
medical student’s applica-
tion. Senior Sarah Wang, 
the president of  pre-health 
fraternity Alpha Epsilon 
Delta, believes having 
a high MCAT score is 
critical in the application 
process. 

“I think that GPA and 
MCAT are the ‘first look’ 
that medical schools look 
at. If  you don’t [meet] 
some minimum range, 
they won’t look at the rest 
of  application,” Wang 
said. “There is a stage 
between turning in pri-
maries and [receiving] 
secondaries, and I think 
that MCAT and GPA 

make the biggest impact in 
receiving the secondaries.”

Eric Chiu, Kaplan’s 
executive director of  pre-
health programs, believes 
that this study confirms 
that quantitative mea-
sures like MCAT and GPA 
remain essential in the 
medical school admissions 
process.

“According to the sur-
vey data, the number one 
application deal breaker is 
a low MCAT score,” Chiu 
said. “[Medical schools] 
are looking for students 
who have the academic 
potential to succeed in 
their programs—so, your 
GPA, as well as your 
MCAT score, are predic-
tors for how well you will 
do in medical school. They 
use these methods as a 
way of  telling who’s likely 
to be able to handle the 
rigors of  a medical school 
education and who’s going 
to be able to keep up with 
the science content.”

The Kaplan survey also 
revealed that other, non-
traditional factors may 
impact an application. 
For instance, 29 percent 

of  the admissions officers 
surveyed stated that they 
have looked at an appli-
cant’s social media profile, 
and a majority of  those 
officers found content that 
could harm the applicant’s 
chance of  admission. 
Some Washington 
University pre-meds are 
taking measures to avoid 
being found on social 
media.

“I’ve seen my friends 
completely changing their 
Facebook names to some-
thing not even remotely 
related to their actual 
name,” Wang said.

The survey also found 
that applying early makes 
a difference in admission: 
41 percent of  surveyed 
admissions officers said 
that students have a “sig-
nificant advantage” when 
applying early, 70 percent 
of  surveyed admissions 
officers said that students 
who apply early have an 
“advantage.”

Ratts confirmed that 
this applies to Washington 
University School of  
Medicine admissions as 
well. 

“[Applying early] only 
helps you because admis-
sions officers get so many 
applications, and it’s 
important to be at the 
beginning of  that,” Ratts 
said.

Although this Kaplan 
survey has found several 
factors that may negatively 
or positively impact the 
application process. Ratts 
stressed that there isn’t 
one set formula for how to 
get into medical school.

“I think [the impor-
tant thing is] to not stress 
out about a single path 
to medical school. There 
are many paths to get 
to medical school, and 
those paths require you 
to really think about why 
you are applying to medi-
cal school and what your 
motivations are. We look 
for people who are curi-
ous, and being curious can 
be many different things,” 
she said. “Take advantage 
of  all [opportunities]—
especially at a place like 
Wash. U. where there are 
so many things that you 
can do as an undergradu-
ate to grow yourself.” 

Kaplan survey, admissions officers discuss how to get into medical school
MEGHAN SHARMA
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER



It’s that time of  the year 
again. In the next two 
weeks, you’re looking at 
three papers, two group 
projects, four exams and a 
cure for cancer due. As we 
contemplate the daunting 
amount of  work between 
us and a nice long winter 
break, any ways to avoid 
procrastination are valu-
able. If  you’re like me 
and can’t stand to do 
work in silence, here are 
some suggestions for the 
soundtrack to your finals 
success:

Movie Scores

There is nothing better 
than typing your thesis 
statement as “Hedwig’s 
Theme” swells in the 
background. The only 
comparison is finally 
finishing the paper to the 
deep bass of  the “Dark 
Knight” soundtrack. 

Listening to movie music 
is perfect: most are 
instrumental, many are 
epic and inspiring and 
it reminds you of  which 
films you want to re-
watch over break.  

Spotify Recommendation: 
“Movie Scores Study” by 
Haley Stewart (21 hours)

’60s Classics

My favorite era of  
music. Sometimes you 
just need to hear “Build 
Me Up Buttercup” right 
after “Ain’t No Mountain 
High Enough” to push 
through that last hour of  
biology term memoriza-
tion. The ’60s classics 
tend to be big-band, 
high chorus, Frankie 
Valli-type bops that will 
keep you out of  a study 
slump. They also tend to 
be very fun to sing along 
to if  you’re looking for 
a break. Make sure the 
Beach Boys, Sam Cooke 

and the Hollies make it on 
there somewhere.

Spotify Recommendation: 
“’60s Classics” by 
Andrew Jamieson (26 
hours)

True Classics

The old standard—play 
Mozart to maximize your 
study potential. Classical 
music is constantly 
recommended as the best 
music to work to, but 
unless you are a music 
major, it might be hard to 
name any actual compo-
sitions besides “Ode to 
Joy.” Make sure to find 
a playlist that doesn’t 
include Tchaikovsky or 
Mahler, as they tend to 
have loud, intense works 
(and sometimes actual 
cannon fire) that don’t 
exactly fit the mood. 

Spotify Recommendation: 
“Relaxing Classical” by 
Filtr UK (7 hours)

Ambient Music

That quiet, sooth-
ing music that plays in 
elevators, airports and 
the phone when you’re 
on hold is also the perfect 
amount of  noise for deep 
concentration studying. 
With no lyrics and no 
surprise tempo changes, 
you’ll be typing away 
that essay in utter peace. 
Brian Eno is the king of  
these types of  melodies, 
so check out any of  his 
albums for a good “back-
ground noise” soundtrack. 
I promise, the structured 
ambient music is going to 
be better than listening to 
the natural sounds of  the 
Mallinckrodt Subway.

Spotify Recommendation: 
“Brian Eno – Ambient 1/
Music for Airports” by 
ailsajb (5 hours)

Disney Music

Now hear me 

out—sometimes you need 
to be motivated instead 
of  focused. Singing along 
to your favorite Disney 
song is a great way to get 
through the tedious work 
of  filling out a bibliog-
raphy or copying down 
vocab words. Pick your 
favorite movie or just 
throw it on shuffle for 
some time to re-kindle 
your inner child and relax 
during a study session. 
Or just keep it on a low 
volume in the background. 
Hell, play “Make a Man 
Out of  You” at 3 a.m. 
during an all-nighter. 
Whatever helps.  

Spotify Recommendation: 
“Disney Classics 
(The Best of  Disney 
Soundtracks)” by Ann 
Nicole Sangrador (8 
hours)

Noisli

If  music really isn’t 
your thing, but you can’t 

stand to study in silence, 
check out noisli.com. This 
site is amazing, and lets 
you create a custom mix 
of  sounds to fill the void 
that is your study space. 
Choose from noises like 
wind, ocean waves, thun-
derstorm, fire crackling or 
rumbling train tracks. You 
can adjust the volume on 
individual sounds and set 
a timer to remind yourself  
to take breaks. This is a 
great choice for noise-
blocking without the risk 
of  distraction.

Hopefully this helps 
other sound studiers get 
through the next few 
weeks.

Tip: If  you listened to 
a music playlist while 
studying, put it on again 
as you get ready to leave 
for the exam—it helps 
you recall what you were 
reading when you heard 
it. Good luck on finals 
and don’t forget to play 
“Stronger (What Doesn’t 
Kill You)” once you’re 
finally finished. 
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Study playlists to help you through your finals week

No matter what holi-
day you celebrate, ‘tis 
officially the season for 
catchy Christmas tunes to 
dominate the radio. I think 
we can all agree that noth-
ing beats walking to class 
in your winter coat while 
being serenaded by the 
king of  Christmas music 
himself, Michael Buble. 
His album, appropriately 
titled “Christmas,” features 
a wide range of  festive 
cover songs, from “Silent 
Night” to “All I Want for 
Christmas is You.” 

Buble is not the only 
pop star to release a 

holiday album—in fact, 
it’s become standard for 
an artist to cover at least 
one holiday jam. There 
have been a lot of  fantastic 
covers and original songs 
made by artists in their 
attempts to capitalize on 
the most wonderful time 
of  the year. Sia’s new-
est album, “Everyday 
Is Christmas,” includes 
terrific tracks like “Santa’s 
Coming For Us” and 
“Candy Cane Lane” that 
never fail to bring the holi-
day spirit. If  artists gave 
up entirely on covering 
classic Christmas music, 
the world would have 
never been blessed with 
Mariah Carey’s iconic 

“All I Want for Christmas 
is You [Extra Festive 
Edition].” I’m also a big 
fan of  “Santa Tell Me,” 
an original by Ariana 
Grande. A cappella group 
Pentatonix has also 
impressively covered the 
holiday classics—and Ella 
Fitzgerald’s jazzy rendi-
tion of  “Sleigh Ride” is 
another festive favorite.

However, some musi-
cians probably shouldn’t 
deck the halls with win-
tery releases.

Honestly, the world 
does not need as many 
“Baby It’s Cold Outside” 
covers as already exist 
(according to Spotify, 
there are more than 20). 

Do Taylor Swift, Ariana 
Grande, Gwen Stefani, 
Ashley Tisdale and Carly 
Rae Jepsen all really 
feel the need to revamp 
and rerelease Wham!’s 
“Last Christmas”? Plus, 
don’t forget that World 
Wrestling Entertainment 
star Jillian Hall released 
the worst-ever rendition 
of  “I’ll Be Home for 
Christmas.”  

However, none of  these 
even come close to the 
atrocity that is Jingle Cats. 
This band, composed 
solely of  cats and a doggy 
chorus, has released two 

full length albums entitled 
“Meowy Christmas” 
and “Here Comes Santa 
Claws,” and the songs 
are just cats meowing to 
the tunes of  traditional 
holiday songs. No lyrics, 
no human singers—just 
cats meowing. Back in 
high school, I had a Latin 
teacher who would play 
these albums during class 
all throughout December. 
Let me tell you, Jingle 
Cats gets really annoy-
ing, really quickly. I don’t 
understand why it exists, 
or why someone even felt 
the need to make this, but 

all 34 songs are available 
on various music plat-
forms, from cassette tape 
to Spotify. Jingle Cats is 
funny if  played ironically, 
but the fact that this music 
is listened to seriously 
blows my mind. Does the 
world really need cats 
meowing to the instru-
mentals of  “Ode to Joy”? 

No. It does not.
There are plenty of  

good, modern Christmas 
songs and covers to play 
this season, so don’t waste 
your time listening to 
meowing cats or multiple 
versions of  the same song. 

How many ‘Baby It’s Cold Outside’ covers do we really need?
LEAH HARDGROVE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER



The familiar decor of  
the Danforth University 
Center is due for a shake-
up. Later this week, senior 
Alice Lee’s artwork will 
be displayed at the DUC 
in the hallway connecting 
the main dining area with 
the Career Center. Lee is 
the first of  a number of  
students whose art will be 
exhibited as a part of  an 
initiative by Senior Class 
Council to highlight the 
achievements of  seniors 
in the Sam Fox School. 
The Council aims to have 
a rotation schedule so that 
a new students’ works 
will be put up every three 
weeks. 

A Communication 
Design major with a con-
centration in Illustration, 
Lee hails from Orange 
County, Calif. Born in 
South Korea, she moved 
to the U.S. when she 
was three years old. She 
is excited this month to 
finally have her status 
change from permanent 
resident to official citizen, 
which she notes has been 
a long time coming; the 
challenges immigrants 
face in becoming natural-
ized citizens is one of  the 
issues she is most passion-
ate about. After college, 
Lee hopes to work on 
character design and story 
development for animated 
TV shows and movies. 

Lee discovered her 
passion for illustration 
early on in life. She recalls 
how she would barter 
with kids in elementary 
school using her drawings 
as currency: “At school, 
the other kids would look 

at what I was drawing 
and would say, ‘That’s so 
cool!’ and we would have 
little exchanges like, ‘I’ll 
let you wear my bracelet 
during recess period if  
you make me a draw-
ing,’” Lee said. “I really 
enjoyed that, and I kept 
drawing from then on, I 
think, because it’s a thing 
you can do by yourself. 
And the more you do it, 
the better you get at it, 
so it was always really 
rewarding.”

Lee recounts Shel 
Silverstein, Tomie 
DePaola, as well as 
Calvin and Hobbes and 
“a lot of  comics,” as some 
of  her biggest artistic 
inspirations growing up. 
They made her dream 
of  becoming a children’s 
book illustrator herself  
someday—an aspiration 
she still holds for her life 
down the line. 

As for what makes Lee 
look up to those illustra-
tors, she points to how 
none of  them  talk down 
to their audiences—which 
makes the work hold up 
for her even now.

“They always create 
very meaningful stories 
and are clearly passionate 
about making images that 
will last,” Lee said. “I feel 
like kids are so observant 
and really influenced by 
what they see, and I feel 
like that was very influ-
ential for me because 
I realized that even if  
you’re making content 
that not everyone will 
notice, feeling like you 
did something meaning-
ful and something that 
will matter to at least 
one other person is really 
important.”

Lee’s favorite subjects 
are the people around her.

 “I love drawing people. 
I almost only draw 
people because the way I 
learn about people is by 
drawing them, observ-
ing them—which I know 
sounds kind of  weird, 
but I think it’s important 
to see the little things 
people do when they don’t 
think anyone is looking 
at them—like their habits 
and behaviors. When I 
draw them, I’m really pro-
cessing everything, so it 
never stops being interest-
ing for me,” she said. 

The four works Lee 
chose for the Senior Art 
Exhibit all depict people, 
but they have little in 
common outside of  that. 
One of  her paintings, 
titled “Rebel,” depicts 
James Dean during a 
scene from one of  his 
early movies, “Rebel 
Without a Cause.”

“I took a lot of  screen-
shots from the film and 
studied them, and this 
is one I wanted to paint 
just because the colors 
were so iconic. The 
background I made up. 
This was the one I spent 
a lot of  time on just for 
the sake of  making it; 
I didn’t make this for a 
project for anything—and 
that was the first time I 
really dedicated a lot of  
time to a project just for 
my personal satisfaction, 
so it felt really nice doing 
that,” Lee explained.

In another of  the pieces 
that will be exhibited, 
Alice chose another actor, 
Oscar Isaac, who shows 
off  his own version of  
a brooding look. It’s 
markedly different from 

“Rebel,” however, in 
that it is a digital paint-
ing—meaning it was 
made entirely on the 
computer, using a tablet 
and Photoshop. Since the 
world is moving toward 
digital art, Lee says it’s 
important for Sam Fox 
students to be well-versed 
in those techniques. This 
piece came out of  her 
desire to push herself  
using the digital medium, 
which was new to her at 
the time.

“Rebirth,” of  a woman 
stitching herself  back 
together as things are 
spilling of  her non-visible 
form, is one of  Lee’s 
more personal works.

“I submitted this as 
part of  my portfolio for 
going into college. At the 
time, I was making a lot 
of  pieces and was rather 
stressed out and was 
going through some stuff  
with a close friend. I was 
thinking about moments 
when I wasn’t able to 

really be honest with 
other people or vocalize 
what I really felt. I kept 
trying to keep this inter-
nal conflict under wraps, 
so I was trying to paint 
something that would 
help me express that,” 
Lee said. 

“Of  Mind and Body,” 
also an earlier work for 
the artist, was similarly 
produced out of  a desire 
to communicate some-
thing not easily said out 
loud.

 “I have problems 
vocalizing my feelings 
to people, so I think a 
lot of  my art at the time 
reflected that,” Lee said. 
“Art has kind of  been a 
way of  speaking. When 
I was younger, I stut-
tered a lot, and I was 
very shy. And then art 
became this thing where 
I could speak, and people 
could actually listen and 
understand.”

Since Lee mostly does 
design-related work in 

her classes, she wanted to 
show the fine arts side of  
herself  and her work that 
fewer people might know 
about. 

The rotating Senior Art 
Exhibit in the DUC, she 
notes, is a great way to 
have some of  the work 
Sam Fox students do get 
recognized outside of  the 
walls of  the art school.

“It’s nice to have an 
exhibit which says that 
[Washington University]       
is proud of  this person 
and wishes the best for 
them as they go off  in the 
world—that’s what it feels 
like for me, so I hope it’s 
positive and affirming 
for other people who will 
have a chance to get their 
art exhibited. It’s also a 
nice way of  showing the 
capabilities we have at 
our school, the different 
kinds of  people we have,” 
Lee said. 

Visit the DUC later this 
week to see Lee’s four 
works on display. 
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Alice Lee: A portrait of the artist as a young scholar
MAISIE HEINE
STAFF WRITER

How to celebrate the holidays in St. Louis before break starts
ELLA CHOCHREK
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Senior Alice Lee’s artwork will be displayed in the Danforth University Center as part of a Se-
nior Class Council initiative to highlight the achievements of senior Sam Fox School students.

JIYOON KANG | STUDENT LIFE

The semester’s almost 
over—which means final 
projects, exams and papers 
are first and foremost on 
most students’ minds. 

While the holiday season 
might be on the back-
burner for now, there are 
a slew of  entertaining 
activities to participate in 
this holiday season before 
break officially com-
mences. Take a break from 

your study schedule to 
venture out into St. Louis 
for a fun, festive time. 

Garden Glow
Where: Missouri 
Botanical Garden, 4344 

Shaw Blvd.
When: 5 p.m. every day 
through Jan. 1 (excluding 
Dec. 24 and Dec. 25)
Price: $16 on week-
nights or $18 Fridays and 
Saturdays for a nonmem-
ber adult ticket 

Nothing quite says 
“Happy holidays” like 
glimmering lights, and 
the Missouri Botanical 
Garden sparkles with 1 
MILLION lights. For 
the first time, the Garden 
Glow admissions fee 
includes access to the 
Gardenland Express 
Holiday Flower and Train 
Show, which features 
G-scale trains travelling 
across 900 feet of  track 
through a beautifully 
decorated holiday land-
scape. Plus, purchase 
festive treats like s’mores 
and hot chocolate (it can 
be spiked, if  you’re over 
21 years old) as you walk 
along the Garden Glow 
path.

Snowman Skate

Where: Shaw Park 
Ice Rink, 217 South 
Brentwood Blvd. 
When: 6 p.m. Dec. 8
Price: $3 (including skate 
rental)

While there might not 
be much in the way of  
skiing or snowboarding 
here in St. Louis, there 
are plenty of  opportuni-
ties to ice skate. Celebrate 
the end of  classes this 
Friday by taking a trip to 
Clayton’s Shaw Park Ice 
Rink. And for an extra 
treat, take some pictures 
with Olaf  from “Frozen.” 

SEE EVENTS, PAGE 5
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‘Peep’: That guy who just won’t stop 

K

ILLUSTRATION BY JOSH ZUCKER

Dear Katy,

Ever since I became a 
single woman again last 
year I’ve had a problem 
of  attracting “peeps.” 
Peeps are a term I made 
up to define guys that are 
more invested in their 
relationship with me than 
I am with them. Usually, 
they have some sort of  
romantic interest in me 
that is not reciprocated. 
How do I keep these 
peeps from constantly 
blowing up my phone, 
asking to hang out and 
giving me hugs when I see 
them on campus? Also, 
how can I stop attracting 
peeps in the first place? 
I’m desperate.

—Perpetual Peeps 

Dear PP, 
You seem like a popular 

lady! To really get a better 
handle on your situation, 
I’d like to expand the 
“peep” term by turning it 
into an acronym: People 
Enamored and Endlessly 
Present. Now, let’s break 
it down. 

These guys are enam-
ored with you. They’ve 
shed their masculine 
aloofness, and they’ve 
now become vulnerable, 
naked, emotional babies 
pleading for you to fall 
in love with them. Here’s 

where things get tricky. 
Guys are told pretty much 
from the get-go that their 
feelings are not OK, 
appreciated or respected 
and they live in constant 
fear of  that judgment. So, 
these dudes have decided 
that YOU are worthy 
of  them, shedding their 
hard, crusty, outer shell 
for you to reveal their 
gooey insides. And you 
ARE worthy of  that shed-
ding, no doubt! But these 
guys see this display as 
their ultimate sacrifice, 
their grand gesture, giving 
their life up for yours, and 
they expect that sacrifice 
to be recognized. It’s 
my own opinion that it 
should be: Them dipping 
their toe into the waters 
of  emotional awareness 
should be praised, but 
the object of  their affec-
tion—you—shouldn’t be 
responsible for positive 
reinforcement. It should 
be that guy in a band—
that mutual friend who 
found his emotions years 
ago in the depths of  a 
James Blunt album, who 
tells your peeps “Yeah, 
bruh, I recognize you. 
I value you. Cry it out, 
man; cry it out,” while 
simultaneously telling 
Alexa to play Blunt’s lat-
est album. 

Once these dudes have 
accessed their vulnerabil-
ity, they can exhibit some 
more childlike behaviors: 
the angsty messages and 
the private talks, devoted 

to the fact that somehow 
you’ve done something 
wrong by not automati-
cally loving them once 
they claims to love you. 
Or, like, they really 
wanna get to know you 
better and, like, hang out 
more and, like, nothing 
too serious but, like, still 
do stuff  and stuff. 

Let’s get into how to 
shut the peeps down. The 
first problem is that these 
men are blowing up your 
phone. I would suggest 
getting two phones, one 
for the peeps and one 
for your people, buuuuut 
that’s probably not a real-
istic strategy outside of  a 
rap song. 

I get the feeling that 
you haven’t blocked 
these boys because of  the 
instinct to not cause con-
flict in a man’s world. But 
I would assume there’s 
the other added benefit 
that these guys would do, 
and have done, anything 
for you, which is a nice, 
infinite resource to have. 

But, girl, you gotta 
stop. 

Free-food Fred, 
Uber-driver Drake, 
business-notes Bill: These 
boys are human beings! I 
know their biggest traits 
may appear to be their 
perks—and they prob-
ably should know by now 
that if  they fetch you 
another Starbucks drink 
you’re not technically 
“getting coffee together” 
and that driving you to 

your dentist 
appointment is not “basi-
cally a first date,” but this 
is a slippery slope. The 
more you accept from 
them, the more they will 
bludgeon you when you 
reject them with words 
like “you led me on,” 
when really you just 
capitalized on an awe-
some business venture. 
You can be an opportun-
ist, but you have to be 
comfortable with the con-
frontational end result. If  
you want them gone, or at 
least less whiny, you need 
to stop accepting their 
gifts of  devotion.

For the unwanted hugs 
issue, I have a strategy 
for you. I’m assuming 
you’re not gonna fly with 
the option of  shout-
ing “NO. STOP.” in his 
face—so, let’s go down 
the fancy-footwork path. 
When you see one of  
your peeps approaching, 
arms outstretched, with 
his big golden retriever 
tongue lolling out beneath 

his puppy dog eyes, 
react accordingly. Take 
one step to the side, grab 
his shoulder, give it a 
squeeze and say, “Side 
hugs are best!” with 
a big goofy smile. 
I worked at a 
summer camp 
where “frontal 
hugs” were 
prohibited 
because of  
the possible 
sexual con-
tact, so I had 
to whip this dance move 
out on the reg. It’ll make 
him feel like a small child 
but also give him some 
time to think about why 
accosting someone with a 
full-frontal hug could be 
problematic. 

To stop attracting 
peeps—I don’t know, 
honey, you might need to 
become a recluse. Until 
guys stop assuming they 
deserve something from 
women, this will be a 
never-ending narrative. 

Good luck out there; may 
you always keep the peeps 
at bay. 

—Katy Hutson, Staff  
Columnist

Have a question for 
Katy? Email scene@
studlife.com with 
“Advice” in the subject 
line, or submit via direct 
message to Student Life’s 
social media.

Stay cozy by sipping on 
hot chocolate in the warm-
ing room, and stay around 
until 8 p.m. for a fireworks 
show to kick-start your 
finals week in style.

Central West End 
Window Walk
Where: Central West End 
When: 1 p.m. on Dec. 9, 
16 and 23
Price: Free!

The Central West End 
Window Walk highlights 
the seasonal cheer of  the 
community, located just 
a short drive (or Metro 
ride) from Washington 
University. The Window 
Walk features street 
entertainment, including 
live music, food and drink 
offerings and discounts for 
the numerous businesses 
lining the neighborhood 
streets (plus, carriage rides 
and pictures with Santa). 
For an old-timey holiday 
feeling, celebrate the 
holiday by wandering the 
streets of  the CWE and 
peering into the elegantly 
decorated windows—all 

without spending a dime.

Wild Lights
Where: Saint Louis Zoo
When: 5:30 p.m. every 
day through Dec. 30 
(excluding Dec. 11, 12, 24 
and 25)
Price: $8 on weeknights 
or $10 Fridays and 
Saturdays for a nonmem-
ber ticket 

Enjoy over half  a mil-
lion twinkling lights at the 
Saint Louis Zoo, with fun 
displays like Starry Safari, 
Winter Wildland and 
Swan Lake. While most 
animal exhibits are closed 
throughout the event, 
three are open: Penguin & 
Puffin Coast, Monsanto 
Insectarium and Sea Lion 
Sound. There are also live 
performances (including 
carolers) on select week-
nights, and you can roast 
your own s’mores over the 
open fire for an additional 
fee. As a child growing up 
in New York, one of  my 
favorite holiday experi-
ences was the Bronx Zoo’s 
version of  Wild Lights—
and I’m excited to know 

that I can put a new spin 
on that tradition in St. 
Louis.

2017 Holiday 
Parlor Tour 

Where: Lafayette Square 
Historic District 
When: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Dec. 10
Price: $20 in advance or 
$25 at the door

The Holiday Parlor 
Tour takes you through 
11 homes decked out for 
the holiday season and 
begins at the Park House, 
located on the corner of  
Mississippi Avenue and 
Lafayette Avenue. As part 
of  St. Louis tradition, 
residents of  Lafayette 
Square open up their 
homes to the public twice 
a year, also allowing folks 
to see their houses as part 
of  the Spring House and 
Garden Tour. In addition 
to highlighting the homes’ 
Victorian architecture, 
the tour includes car-
riage rides and visits with 
Santa. 

“A Christmas Carol” 

Where: The Fabulous 
Fox, 527 North Grand 
Blvd.
When: 7:30 p.m. Dec. 
14 and Dec. 15, 2 p.m. or 
7:30 p.m. Dec. 16, 1 p.m. 
or 6 p.m. Dec. 17
Price: Starting at $20

Charles Dickens’ “A 
Christmas Carol” is a hol-
iday classic, and the fully 
staged musical version 
of  the tale has become as 
much of  a tradition as the 
book itself. With sets and 
costumes that remain true 
to the Victorian era and a 
23-person cast, the musi-
cal doesn’t stray too far 
from the touching story 

of  Ebenezer Scrooge’s 
newfound Christmas 
spirit. Make a night of  it 
by grabbing dinner with 
friends and heading to the 
theater.

“A Charlie Brown 
Christmas Live On 
Stage” 

Where: Peabody Opera 
House, 1400 Market St.
When: 6:30 p.m. on Dec. 
15
Price: Starting at $20

If  you’re feeling nos-
talgic for your youth this 
holiday season, remi-
nisce on days of  yore by 

watching “A Charlie 
Brown Christmas” on 
stage. The live perfor-
mance expands on the 
television version, with 
more songs and a longer 
runtime. After the cast 
takes their final bow, 
celebrate with the Peanuts 
gang by singing along to 
the classic Christmas tunes 
from the original version 
with your fellow audience 
members. Although seeing 
the Peanuts crew immor-
talized as human beings 
might be disconcerting 
for some diehard fans of  
the comic strips, the live 
performance might bring a 
new depth to the charac-
ters you know and love.

EVENTS from page 4

COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

The Climatron at the Botanical Gardens gets lit up for the Christmas light show Garden Glow.
The event features over 1 million lights, as well as a 900-foot train track with G-scale trains.
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Untold stories: Greta Gerwig on Sacramento and female relationships
OLIVIA SZYMANSKI
STAFF WRITER

“This is me; this is Greta. 
Ask away.”

For a number of  stu-
dent journalists across 
the country, these words 
opened the chance to ask 
anything of  one of  the 
most up-and-coming direc-
tors of  2017, Greta Gerwig. 
Gerwig, writer and director 
of  “Lady Bird,” answered 
questions about her directo-
rial debut, her inspiration 
and her process during a 
student conference call 
Thursday, Nov. 30.

“Lady Bird” follows a 
self-named 17-year-old 
Lady Bird (Saoirse Ronan) 
through her senior year 
of  high school. Desperate 
to escape her hometown, 
Sacramento, to the East 
Coast, “where culture is,” 
Lady Bird experiences the 
disappointment of  first 
loves, arguments with her 
controlling mother (Laurie 
Metcalf) and the challenges 
of  finding and defining 
oneself.

Not only has “Lady 
Bird” received critical 
acclaim, but Gerwig has 
also made headlines with 
her status a female director, 
a rare position the male-
dominated Hollywood 
community.

“I think that this year has 
been an amazing year for 
women in film,” Gerwig 
said, citing recent films 
directed by women includ-
ing Patty Jenkins, Angelina 
Jolie, Maggie Betts and 
Dee Rees. “It’s just an 
extraordinary year, and to 
be part of  that conversation 
is very meaningful to me.”

In the short time since its 
Nov. 3 release, “Lady Bird” 
has broken the Rotten 
Tomatoes record for most 
“fresh” reviews in a row 

(164), received a variety 
awards for Best Film, Best 
Director, Best Actress 
(Saoirse Ronan) and Best 
Supporting Actress (Laurie 
Metcalf) from the New 
York Film Critics Circle, 
National Board of  Review 
and Gotham Awards.

“It’s amazing to have 
it be received like this,” 
she said. “Everyone has 
pulled so hard for the film 
and put so much into it, 
and to get that love back is 
just extraordinary. It’s also 
completely intimidating, 
but it’s great. It’s a good 
intimidation.”

A Sacramento native, 
Gerwig captures the appre-
ciation and love of  one’s 
hometown. In focusing on 
Sacramento, she writes a 
love story to a city “less 
documented” than New 
York or Los Angeles or 
Chicago.

“I’m interested in those 
cities and those stories 
and those places. I think 
there’s a lot of  richness 
there and a lot of  things 
that we don’t get to see, 
and that’s what I’m always 
looking for when I go to 
the movie theater,” Gerwig 
said. “[I] hope that, in a 
way, someone will watch 
this and feel like they can 
make a film about the place 
that they’re in and not feel 
like they have to leave in 
order to make their artistic 
statement.”

“Lady Bird” was par-
tially inspired by Gerwig’s 
own experience living in 
Sacramento and attending 
a Catholic high school, and 
she believes the specific-
ity of  the film is what 
has made it so widely 
recognizable.

“I’ve always been a 
believer in the more specific 
you make something, the 
more universal it will be. 

So, I didn’t want to make 
it any town; I wanted to 
make it this town and this 
people and these people,” 
Gerwig said. “Because 
I think the truth is that 
through that specific-
ity, people would have 
a greater likelihood of  
connecting to their own life 
and their own hometown 
and their own families and 
where they’re from and 
where they’re going.”

In addition to spotlight-
ing Sacramento, Gerwig 
makes a point to showcase 
complex female relation-
ships. According to her, 
it’s a personal “goal” as 
a writer and director to 
tell stories about women 
and relationships between 
women. Before “Lady 
Bird,” Gerwig wrote and 
acted in “Frances Ha” 
and “Mistress America,” 
which are both also 
female-centric. 

“I think in a way, the 
story is a story that is so 
universal. But because 
there’s been a lack of  
female creators that it’s one 
that’s less documented than 
male coming-of-age. I love 
male coming-of-age stories, 
and I have nothing against 
them. But I’m always 
interested to see what the 
female version of  that is...
And I felt that I had not 
seen that as much as I 
wanted to,” she said.

According to Gerwig, 
she loves romance “just as 
much as the next person” 
but didn’t feel that Lady 
Bird’s story should revolve 
around it. Instead, Lady 
Bird’s relationships with 
her best friend Julie and her 
mother take center stage.

“I was interested in 
emotional relationships 
that were just as deep and 
vivid and filled with love 
and complexity, but [that 

weren’t] a heterosexual 
romance,” she said. “I like 
taking things that are cliche 
in a way from heterosexual 
romances and putting them 
in another capacity.”

Gerwig’s twist on the 
heterosexual romance 
makes “Lady Bird” all the 
more pleasantly refreshing. 
In the film, a girls’ night 
replaces the stereotypical 
magic of  prom night, and 
an airport goodbye doesn’t 
go as well as one would 
expect. These tropes of  
iconic romantic scenes 
might have felt stale if  they 
were centered on romance, 
but Gerwig’s persistent 
focus on female relation-
ships makes them feel new.

Much of  the praise for 
“Lady Bird” surrounds 
the mother-daughter 
relationship that remains 
at the core of  the film. 
Both Lady Bird and her 
mother are complex and 
stubborn characters, 
and their relationship is 
tumultuous and raw. They 
rotate between argument 
and understanding, and 
Gerwig explained that she’s 
interested in exploring 
how communication—or 
the lack thereof—affects 
our relationships with the 
people we love.

“I’m always interested 
in the way words fail us 
and the way that we use 
language not to say what 
we mean...And I think I’m 
always interested in the 
language underneath the 
language,” she said. “So 
many of  the scenes with 
Lady Bird and her mom…
her mom wants to tell her 
‘I’m so scared,’ and she 
can’t say that because it’s 
hard to say what you’re 
actually feeling particularly 
when that feeling is fear. 
So, you say a lot of  other 
things. You say that your 

room is not picked up, or 
you fixate on something 
else.”

Gerwig’s fascination 
with language and human 
connection stems from 
her own experiences as a 
writer.

“I think so much of  who 
I am as a writer is a person 
who likes to listen. And 
I think one of  the things 
that’s great about New 
York is that you’re always 
in this circumstance where 
it’s very easy to listen to 
people talk,” Gerwig said. 
“I think one of  the reasons, 
for me, that the ending is 
so moving is that Lady 
Bird is finally able to use 
her language to say what 
she means, and she means 
that thank you and she says 
thank you.”

Throughout the film, 
the audience follows Lady 
Bird as she attempts find 
herself  and define her-
self. This path of  teenage 

self-discovery, Gerwig says, 
should be appreciated and 
embraced.

“I think the vast majority 
of  17-year-olds are figuring 
it out. And I don’t think 
that’s an indication of  
they’re never going to do 
anything. I think that’s an 
indication of  being open 
and curious and looking for 
what the things will be.”

“Lady Bird” doesn’t 
have one specific path or 
passion, and according to 
Gerwig, this isn’t negative. 
In her own professional 
career, she has grown from 
actor to writer to director, 
and is still finding herself, 
too.

“If  you follow your 
curiosity, the worst thing 
that could happen is you 
live a life investigating your 
curiosities,” Gerwig said. 
“Even if  you never find a 
passion, it doesn’t mean 
that you haven’t had a very 
interesting life.”
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The Bears had to 
cope with some strong 
performances from 

Oglethorpe—most notably 
19 points and 10 rebounds 
from Savannah LeGate 

—but nothing compare 
to what they were in for 
Saturday night. 

Austin’s 6-foot-2 junior 
forward Bryce Frank was 
held quiet in the first 

quarter. She missed all 
four of  her shots, turned 
the ball over once and 
committed two fouls in 
her five minutes on the 
floor.

In fact, it was all 
smooth sailing for the 
Bears early on. Homoly 
scored four, Orr scored 
five and Clark-Callender 
beat the first quarter 
buzzer with a 3-pointer to 
put Wash. U. up 17-7. 

In the second quarter, 
Frank managed to stay out 
of  foul trouble and stayed 
on the floor for every 
minute of  the period. The 
Kangaroos made her the 
focal point of  their offense 
as they found their way 
back into the game. Frank 
took 10 of  Austin’s 20 
shots of  the quarter, and 
made seven of  them. By 
the time the second quar-
ter ended, Frank had 15 
points and six rebounds, 
and Wash. U.’s double 
digit lead was down to 
two, 33-31. 

It was the middle two 
quarters that really made 
the difference for Austin, 
as they outscored Wash. 
U. 32-17 in the period. 
Frank scored another 
13, as the Bears went 
cold from the field, only 
making seven shots in the 
quarter. All of  a sud-
den, Wash. U. was down, 

63-50. 
The Bears finally man-

aged to quiet Frank down 
in the fourth quarter 
by concentrating their 
defense on her catches 
inside, but in doing so 
they left space for the 
Kangaroo’s outside 
shooters. Austin hit three 
3-pointers in the quarter, 
after making only five in 
the rest of  the game. 

Orr led a late Bears 
comeback bid, scoring 
nine of  her 17 points in 
the final frame, but it was 
too little too late, and 
Wash. U. lost, 85-77. 

Wash. U. now sits at 
4-2, and plays mostly 
local rivals—Greenville 
University, Millikin 
University and Fontbonne 
University—until winter 
vacation. The Bears seem 
to have worked out some 
early offensive issues, top-
ping 75 points in each of  
their last four games after 
averaging 59 in their first 
two, but have also allowed 
78 points on average over 
that stretch. 

However the Bears 
might be adjusting to their 
new season, they will not 
have too much more time 
to experiment: The confer-
ence schedule opens just 
over a month from today 
against No. 22 University 
of  Chicago.

SPORTS
ROHAN GUPTA & JON LEWIS | SENIOR SPORTS EDITORS | SPORTS@STUDLIFE.COM8   STUDENT LIFE MONDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2017

With three minutes left 
in the first half  Sunday 
afternoon, Alma College 
was putting some seri-
ous pressure on the 
Washington University 
men’s basketball team. 
The two teams had traded 
blows for the entire game 
up to that point, and 
Alma had managed to 
pull ahead, 36-34. 

With Wash. U. look-
ing for some momentum 
before the end of  the 
half, the dual threat 
of  senior guard Jake 
Knupp’s 3-point shooting 
and senior center David 
Schmelter’s inside scoring 
ability proved to be just 
what the doctor ordered. 
Schmelter hit a lay-up to 
tie the game, and Knupp 
nailed a 3-pointer to put 
the Bears up on the next 
play. Wash. U. closed out 
the rest of  the half  on a 
7-3 run, and would not 
relinquish the lead for the 
rest of  the game.

The first half  was a 
testament to the diverse 
attack that this Wash. 
U. offense has to offer. 
Knupp shot the ball 
extremely well, raining 
down three 3-pointers, 
and racking up two 
assists, a steal, and an 
offensive rebound to 

boot. His shooting helped 
the Red and Green pull 
away late in the half; two 
seniors, forward Andrew 
Sanders and guard Kevin 
Kucera, combined for 18 
points in the first frame to 
help build the lead.

A major strength of  the 
Wash. U. team in the first 
half  was its ability to pro-
duce offensive rebounds 
and keep the ball alive. 
The Red and Green 
had nine total offensive 
rebounds in the half, 
producing second chance 
opportunities that pres-
sured Alma defensively. 
Ball movement was also 
a highlight of  Wash. U.’s 
game, as Kucera stood out 
with six assists in the first 
half  alone. 

The second half  was 
more of  the same: great 
offensive effort paired 
with a solid defensive 
foundation. The Bears 
continued to dominate on 
the glass, rebounding the 
ball 20 times to Alma’s 
13, and this presence 
inside also paid dividends 
in the free throw depart-
ment. In the second half, 
the Red and Green were 
fouled a total of  11 times, 
which amounted in 13 
points off  of  free throws. 
Even though Wash. U. 
shot less efficiently in the 
second half—43.6 percent 
compared to 54.1 percent 

in the first—they still 
managed a 50-point half  
to secure the 96-86 win.

Knupp’s and Sanders’s 
26-point efforts helped 
overcome a rough game 
by senior forward Matt 
Highsmith, who scored 
only two points, going 
0-for-4 from the field, 
including 0-for-3 from 
deep. It was his fourth 
single-digit scoring effort 
in six games; Highsmith 
is now making just 28.8 
percent of  his shots for 
the season. The other 
starters, Kucera and 
Schmelter, both scored in 
double digits.

Sporting a 5-1 record, 
the Red and Green have 
started the swan song for 
their all-senior starting 
five well, most notably 
picking up an upset over 
No. 6 Tufts University in 
their hot start. Wash. U. 
are a dominant team on 
the glass, outrebounding 
opponents four out of  
six games, mostly by a 
double-digit margin. The 
Bears do much of  this 
damage through offensive 
rebounds—they make up 
over 40 percent of  their 
total boards per game.

Wash. U. returns home 
to take on Central College 
Saturday before staying 
relatively close to home 
to take on Fontbonne 
University next Tuesday.

Men’s basketball continues hot start, prevails against Alma
FRANK YANG
STAFF REPORTER

Senior Kevin Kucera tries to get around a UC-Santa Cruz in the Bear’s victory against Santa 
Cruz last year. This weekend, the Bears took home a victory against Alma College; while the 
team was down toward the end of the first half, it ended the game with a decisive 96-86 win.

Senior Andrew Sanders shoots a free throw in the Red and Green’s victory last year against 
UC-Santa Cruz. The Red and Green’s next two games come across Central College and Font-
bonne University, and the team will look to improve upon their season record, currently 5-1.

SKYLER KESSLER | STUDENT LIFE

SKYLER KESSLER | STUDENT LIFE

BASKETBALL from page 1 

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE

Junior Rachael Sondag drives toward the basket in the Bears’ 
85-77 loss to Austin. The Bears look to rebound before their 
conference schedule opens up a month from today against 
division rival University of Chicago, currently ranked No. 22.

Junior Madeline Homoly shoots the ball in the No. 13 Bears’ 
85-77 loss to Austin in the final game of the McWilliams Clas-
sic Saturday. The Red and Green had defeated Oglethorpe 
90-79 the day prior to secure their spot in the Classic’s finals.

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE



To my fellow 
Washington 
University students:

I am thrilled to invite you 
to apply to Student Union 
Senate! Going into the 
spring semester, Senate will 
have five open positions that 
we plan on filling before 
winter break.

Being an SU senator is 
an incredible privilege that 
empowers you to bring 

positive change to the 
Washington University 
community. From mental 
health advocacy, sexual 
violence prevention, envi-
ronmentalism, to small 
projects like demanding 
mozzarella sticks, Senate is 
at the forefront of  the issues 
that students care about on 
campus.

As we begin the spring 
semester, we will be continu-
ing the large-scale mental 
health and sexual violence 
prevention initiatives, while 

each individual senator will 
be working on their own 
smaller-scale projects. We 
have resolutions in progress 
that call for meal points to 
rollover annually; increase 
the printing credit given to 
Sam Fox students; mandate 
Intervene, Green Dot and 
Safe Zones training for SU 
officers; and so much more.

I know I am beyond 
excited about the projects 
that we are undertaking, and 
I sincerely hope that you 
apply to give yourself  the 

same incredible opportunity 
to serve in the interest of  
your fellow students.

Apply using the link 
below! The form closes at 
11:59 p.m. on Dec. 9. As 
speaker of  the Senate, I’ll 
personally interview many 
of  the candidates during 
reading week, if  not sooner. 

https://docs.google.
com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQ 
LScfhwAV-pmjgYWUMOo
xNM7SPBjbz7Gc5DNPab3
MoTdBTazItA/viewform

If Senate isn’t quite up 

your alley, also keep in mind 
that Election Commissioner 
Steven Kish is looking for 
applications for his new 
Election Commission. 
The Election Commission 
is the body that proposes 
Student Union’s elec-
tion rules, organizes our 
elections and decides how 
to enforce our rules.  The 
application and more 
information are available 
at https://grouporganizer.
wustl.edu/submitter/form/
step/1?Guid=c30aa4ce-

d544-4985-af25-
95a7d005babb. The 
deadline for applications 
is Tuesday, Dec. 5 at 12:00 
p.m. Please e-mail Election 
Commissioner Steven Kish 
at elections@su.wustl.
edu with any questions you 
might have.

For any other questions, 
about Senate or anything 
else, you can shoot me an 
email at senate@su.wustl.
edu or call/text me at (310) 
600-9785 if  you have any 
questions at all.

FORUM
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Apply to Senate
OP-ED SUBMISSION

BRAIN ADLER
SPEAKER OF SU SENATE

W
ith finals fast 
approach-
ing, major 
projects 

due and those weed-out-but-
we-don’t-call-them-weed-out 
classes—cough cough, 
Organic Chemistry, cough 
cough—crushing your spirit 
with every passing day, it’s 
easy to lose confidence and 
wonder whether or not you 
are smart enough to actually 
be a Washington University 
student. For many students, 
this feeling comes most often 
in response to extremely 
high stress situations. But for 
others, in many cases with 
those who belong to an under-
represented group or groups, 
this feeling is uncomfortably 
common. For groups such as 
the black, Latinx, Caribbean, 
Asian and LGBTQIA* com-
munities; those of us who 
deal with a mental illness; 
international students; first 
generation Americans; first-
generation college students; 
students whose families don’t 
fall above the middle class; 

and, of course, women—it’s 
called Imposter Syndrome.

Imposter Syndrome is an 
ever-present fear that whispers 
in your ear, hissing, “You 
don’t belong here,” screaming, 
“You’re not smart enough and 
people know it” and laughing 
at every attempt you make. 
It is easy to shut yourself out 
from the outside world and 
put on a tired smile, while 
inside you are grappling with 
yourself over whether you can 
even understand what you 
don’t understand.  

But I am here to tell you 
that voice is wrong: You 
belong here.

For minority communities, 
the moment you walk onto the 
grounds of a Predominately 
White Institution, you are 
immediately struck with the 
realization that this school 
wasn’t built for you. From 
the names on the buildings to 
the portraits that hang in the 
hallways to the statue of the 
slave owner in front of Olin 
Library (remember kids, there 
is no such thing as a good 
slave owner!), there are count-
less reminders that your own 
grandparents probably would 

have not been allowed to 
attend this school. But we are 
not our grandparents. There 
have been countless men and 
women who have fought and 
died for the rights to study 
at world class institutions. 
One thing that has gotten me 
through tough days is this sim-
ple thought: The road that has 
taken me to Wash. U. is vastly 
different than the one for my 
legacy, million dollar-plus 
home, father-has-a-law-firm-
in-Manhattan floormate, 
but we both ended up here. 
And yes, there is still a large 
inequality gap, but in terms 
of education—something 
that no police officer, racial 
slur user or colonial imperial-
ism proponent can ever take 
away—we will both earn the 
same $200,000 degree.

College is a different beast 
for students who are first 
generation Americans and/
or college students—and it’s 
a different beast for students 
whose families aren’t upper 
middle class and above. There 
are countless ways a student 
can go through college, but the 
process becomes a hell of a lot 
easier when you have money 

or family members who have 
gone through it. Knowing 
how to talk to professors—or 
to more generally ask for 
help—is not intuitive, and the 
lack of that knowledge can 
derail the brightest, most moti-
vated student. Being the first 
in your family to do anything 
is an incredible weight and 
can sometimes fill you with 
guilt because your problems 
center around studying, while 
your family struggles to find 
money to keep the heat on 
in the winter. Having money 
and a college degree in your 
family doesn’t automatically 
make your life unhindered by 
serious problems, but it does 
eliminate a lot of them.

With powerful men 
finally being held minimally 
accountable for their heinous 
actions toward women, it is 
easy to assume that sexism 
is dead and we’re all equal. 
But the 13th, 14th, & 15th 
Amendments; Brown v. Board 
of Education; the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965; the 2008 
& 2012 presidential elections; 
the 2017 Academy Awards; 
and the 2018 Grammy 
Awards have shown the 

world that hatred does not 
stop when a bill is signed, 
and equality isn’t achieved 
when a rap award is given to 
West Coast Slim Shady (or 
even the original one). Just 
because there is a new f--kboy 
getting fired every day from 
his cushy job, that doesn’t 
mean your teaching assistant 
won’t have to go out in a 
group on the weekend just to 
protect herself from drunken 
predators. That doesn’t mean 
women everywhere will 
suddenly be appreciated for 
their talents and personali-
ties in the way men are. And 
that absolutely doesn’t mean 
the hatred toward women, 
especially women of color, 
will disappear. 

I say hatred not as hyper-
bole, but as fact. The fact 
that there are people alive 
in the United States today 
that remember a time when 
women were not allowed to 
vote is depressing. The world 
constantly views women as 
less than and incapable of per-
forming to the level of men. 
That ridiculous viewpoint 
is even present here, with 
students not wanting help 

in a class from the teaching 
assistant or instructor simply 
because they aren’t a man.  
The only reason I have been 
able to survive here at Wash. 
U. has been because of the 
incredibly talented women 
that keep this school running. 
We should all take a moment 
out of our busy schedules 
and thank at least one of the 
women who have devoted so 
much of their lives to make 
sure we succeed.

So there it is. Most college 
students have wrestled with 
Imposter Syndrome before. 
For some, it is a fleeting 
moment in time. For the rest 
of us, it is arguably the most 
consistent feeling throughout 
our time in higher education. 
However, it can be helped 
by opening up to each other 
and supporting someone that 
way you wish someone had 
supported you. College is 
both wonderful and terrible. 
The only way to get through 
the hellish parts is by working 
together and supporting each 
other. But first, you have to 
convince yourself of one thing 
that everyone already knows: 
You belong here.

You belong here
MATTHEW WALLACE
STAFF WRITER

STAFF EDITORIAL

Self-care 101: How to take care of yourself during finals

S
elf-care is more than 
a buzzword for 
indulging in a pint 
of ice cream after a 

breakup—it’s a way to try to 
maintain a sense of well-
being. As a way to help, here 
are the Editorial Board’s tips 
for self-care for finals week. 

Eat fruits and vegetables
There have definitely been 

days when my diet consisted 
of three spoonfuls of Nutella, 
a cookie from Cafe Bergson 
and a candy bar. On these 
days, I’ve noticed something: 
I feel bad. (Read: like I need 
to either eat a whopping pile 
of kale or take a 15-hour 
nap.) Remember to eat some 
healthy foods this finals 
season to keep your mind and 
body alert. —Ella Chochrek, 
Editor-in-Chief

Exercise
Wait, don’t stop reading! 

I know it’s pretty much the 

last thing anyone wants to do 
during finals. It’s easy to think 
you don’t have time, but just 
a few minutes a day can help 
propel you through exams. 
It’ll get your blood pumping, 
set a tone for studying and act 
as the perfect de-stressor. A 
break to re-energize the body 
can do just as much for the 
mind. —Rohan Gupta, Senior 
Sports Editor

Eat more than just 
Subway on the weekends

The lack of weekend food 
options on Danforth Campus 
can lead to a dangerous pat-
tern of reliance upon Subway 
sandwiches to avoid walking 
to other eateries. However, a 
10-minute walk can be revital-
izing. Better yet, take a break 
while you eat. It’s tempting to 
bring a meal to Olin Library, 
but ultimately you won’t get 
much work done while eating 
anyway. —Ali Gold, Senior 
Cadenza Editor

Put on a face mask
Whether you’re celebrat-

ing turning in a final paper, 
or you’re starting at 2 a.m., 
applying a face mask is the 
ultimate DIY “treat yo’ self” 
strategy. You can easily make 
one yourself with ingredients 
like oatmeal, bananas and 
honey. Don’t let the perceived 
gender associations of using 
face masks stop you, either: 
anyone can enjoy the silky 
smooth, moisturized skin 
that comes with this lazy (but 
indulgent) activity. —Hanusia 
Higgins, Senior Scene Editor

Take a shower
It doesn’t matter whether 

you think you need one—
although you might after 
spending 12 straight hours in 
Olin Library. A shower forces 
you to leave your screens and 
just think peacefully for 15 
minutes. Plus, you walk out 
feeling clean, refreshed and 

ready to tackle whatever is on 
your plate. Just don’t slip. 
—Aaron Brezel, Managing 
Editor

Get a flu shot
There are few things worse 

to a college student than 
drowning under a pile of  
work, and one of those things 
is drowning under a pile of  
work while you have the flu. 
I was able to book a next-day 
flu shot appointment and was 
finished in under 20 minutes, 
leaving with a much stronger 
immune system than I had 
when I walked in. It’s better 
to be safe than sorry, and 
your Olin Library neighbors 
will thank you. —Aidan 
Strassmann, Senior Forum Editor 

Run errands
When we get stressed 

out about finals, we tend to 
prioritize frantic studying over 
anything else. This creates a 
situation where everything 

feels like it’s crumbling around 
you because you’ve stopped 
doing the most basic things 
that keep your life together. 
So yeah, go get groceries, a 
haircut, an oil change. Do 
the mindless things you need 
to keep your life in order. 
—Wesley Jenkins, Director of  
Special Projects

Read something that’s 
actually fun 

If you’re like me, the next 
two weeks will be full of por-
ing over dry scholarly articles 
for quotes. It will be easy to 
forget that words can actually 
be fun...but they can! Take the 
chance to reread your favorite 
short story, something silly on 
the internet or anything just 
to break the monotony. —Jon 
Lewis, Senior Sports Editor

Take mini breaks 
At a certain point, looking 

at the same textbook or hun-
dred lines of code becomes 

unproductive. I like to 
schedule two hour-ish chunks 
of time for a subject before 
switching over to another 
one—preferring to do a bit of  
everything instead of tiring 
myself out. But the crucial bit 
here is to give yourself a quick 
break in between. Watch a 
TV show, eat some candy, call 
your mom—the possibilities 
are endless; just give your 
brain a break.—Noa Yadidi, 
Managing Editor

Try to get some sleep! 
Especially during finals 

week, it can be tempting 
to burn the midnight oil in 
order to fit in more time to 
study. But ultimately, you’ll 
retain information better if  
your brain isn’t struggling 
to stay awake. I know eight 
hours can be hard to get even 
during the normal semester, 
but avoiding all-nighters is a 
start. —Elizabeth Grossman, 
Copy Chief
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FALLING INTO WINTER

ZACHARY BERMAN | STUDENT LIFE

Students walk the path on the west side of Olin Library last week. As the transition from fall to 
winter begins, many of the trees around campus start to lose their orange and yellow leaves.

SPB from page 1 

campus,” Shao added.
One major change, as 

originally outlined in a 
Sept. 27 statement made 
by SPB, includes opening 
up the selection process 
for WILD artists. While 
the previous SPB state-
ment said the group would 
open up the initial phase 
of  the selection process to 
its full executive board—
rather than just the WILD 
director, as is currently 
done—the new executive 
board is open to other 
influencers, such as the 
CDI, Diversity Affairs 
Council and Student 
Union, when selecting 
artists. SPB believes that 
setting these new changes 
in stone will prevent fur-
ther and promote diversity 
and inclusivity in all future 
events.

“The outgoing [execu-
tive] board put out a 
statement on our Facebook 
page about changes that 
should be made going 

forward. Now, we are exe-
cuting them. So, our first 
act as a [new] executive 
board was to put these in 
our constitution,” Guilak 
said.

Additionally, SPB hopes 
to increase freshman out-
reach. Guilak explained 
that she, along with other 
junior and senior execu-
tive board members, wish 
they had known about 
more SPB events when 
they were freshmen. Now, 
according to freshman and 
Production Director Adin 
Ehrlich, SPB’s board plans 
to utilize the underpass, 
as well as emails and a 
Happy Hour-style event 
at Ursa’s, to make sure 
that freshman know about 
upcoming events and 
can use them to enhance 
their collegiate social 
experience 

“We are trying to boost 
outreach to the fresh-
man class.” Ehrlich said. 
“we will be reserving an 

underpass panel for a lot 
of  the year to promote 
events.”

SPB’s last big goal is 
communication transpar-
ency. Part of  this includes 
hosting bimonthly forums, 
as previously mentioned 
in the board’s public 
statement. 

According to Guilak, 
similar events will be held 
in the future where stu-
dents can ask questions, 
find out about upcoming 
events and meet the execu-
tive board, even tthough 
not many students showed 
up to Thursday’s town hall.

“We are hoping to have 
two or three [SPB town 
halls] per semester so that 
people can meet us and 
chat in an informal set-
ting,” Guilak said.

“This year, we are all 
about transparency and 
accountability,”  sopho-
more and SPB Vice 
President of  Membership 
Rithvik Kondai said.

ST
U

DENT•LI F
E

women from Washington 
University on the sites 
and noticed they all had 
Zhang as a mutual friend 
on Facebook.

“The fact that he adds 
our names to every photo 
indicates that he gets 
something out of  exposing 
us,” she said.

Zhang’s former class-
mate reported the photos 
to the volunteer group that 
she and Zhang were both 
part of, and from there 
it was reported to a stu-
dent disciplinary group at 
Washington University.

“I believe Wash. U. sent 
a cease and desist to the 
website, and the images 
were taken down very 
soon after. In the end, I 
don’t believe Wash. U. was 
able to take any further 

action against Zhang 
because they couldn’t 
prove it was him,” she 
said.

A number of  
Washington University 
students reacted to the 
allegations against Zhang 
on social media, particu-
larly through a post in 
the group “Overheard at 
WashU.”

“My full name was on 
one photo, but a lot of  my 
friends were not named,” 
former Washington 
University student Gaby 
Garcia commented on the 
post. “I’m submitting my 
statement to the UMiami 
investigation so that this 
creep can hopefully get 
expelled.”

Two of  Zhang’s cur-
rent classmates at the 

University of  Miami have 
filed for restraining orders. 
His former Washington 
University classmate is 
currently pursuing legal 
counsel and submit-
ting testimony to the 
University of  Miami.

“Between [the] dis-
respect for our privacy, 
publicly fetishizing us 
without our knowledge 
and his own descriptions 
of  what seems to be sex-
ual assault, it’s absolutely 
terrifying to imagine 
Zhang as a doctor,” the 
former classmate said. 
“My suggestion would 
be that anyone who was 
affected and feels comfort-
able writing a testimony 
should do so to make sure 
that he does not become a 
doctor.”
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