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GO SEE A MOVIE 
Picks for what your 
should go see in 
theaters over your 
Thanksgiving break 
(Cadenza, pg 4)

BIG WIN 
The Bears took 
down Tufts Saturday 
for their second win 
of the season 
(Sports, pg 5) CROSS-COUNTRY PLACES IN TOP 5

(Sports, pg 6)

This time, there was no miracle.
Fans of  the Washington 

University women’s soccer team 
waited patiently for the seemingly 
inevitable last-minute game-tying 
goal. This time, it never came.

Now, for another 12 days, the 
Bears remain defending champions 
but are no longer defending their 
championship.

The No. 5 Red and Green 
entered the Sectional Semifinal at 
Stagg Field in Chicago as favor-
ites over No. 15 University of  
Wisconsin-La Crosse (UWL). But 
NCAA Tournament play is unlike 
any other. Rankings and records 
are thrown out, and each team 
gets 90 minutes to prove it deserves 
another 90.

Friday afternoon, after nearly 
50 minutes featuring a relatively 
harmless lack of  scoring, the 
Eagles put the Bears on notice 
with a go-ahead goal: Score in the 
next 40 minutes, or there will be no 
game Saturday, or for the next 40 
Saturdays.

It seemed like a task fit for a 
team that had come through when 
needed, time after time. After all, 
just two weeks earlier, Wash. U. 
had thwarted No. 1 University of  
Chicago with two 68th-minute 
goals, and a week earlier, they had 
avoided a second-round overtime 
by scoring with three minutes left.

According to head coach Jim 
Conlon, UWL’s goal led to a 
shift in strategy—getting more 

Women’s 
soccer 
knocked 
out by No. 
15 UW-La 
Crosse, 2-1
ROHAN GUPTA
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Construction on the south 
entrance of  the future underground 
parking garage located between 
Hillman Hall and Givens Hall will 
begin Dec. 16.  

The area between Hillman Hall 
and Givens Hall will be prepared 
for closure Nov. 22 through Dec. 
15. During this time, signage 
announcing the closure will be 
posted, landscaping will be cleared 
and a temporary sidewalk will be 
installed.

Bike racks that used to lie within 
the construction zone will be relo-
cated near the south entrance of  
Givens Hall. The total number of  
bike racks won’t be impacted. 

During construction, students 
attempting to enter the Sam Fox 
School buildings will have to enter 
through the south entrances along 
Forsyth Boulevard. 

To enter the Kemper Art 
Museum, students can either start 
along Forsyth Boulevard and take 
the exterior route around Steinberg 
Hall or the pedestrian path start-
ing on Skinker Boulevard behind 
Walker Hall. 

There is already construction 
along Forsyth Boulevard blocking 
off  part of  the sidewalk west of  
Hillman Hall. 

According to Associate Vice 
Chancellor and University 
Architect James Kolker, sidewalk 
construction west of  Hillman Hall 
is part of  the Olin Library renova-
tion, which should be completed 
before the garage construction 
begins. 

Kolker said that this phase of  
construction will continue through 
2018 Commencement Ceremony. 

“We will provide monthly 
updates in the East End updates 
newsletter which all students, fac-
ulty and staff  receive. Students can 

also follow progress on Twitter at 
@WashUcampusnext,” Kolker 
said. 

Junior Chase Latour is taking 
a Sam Fox course in Givens Hall, 
and her main concern is how the 
construction will impact student 
commute times, especially with 
winter weather fast approaching.

“Most of  my classes are around 
Mudd Field on [the Danforth 
Campus,] and even now I barely 
make it to class on time walking 
from Givens to Lab [Sciences],” 
Latour said. “This additional con-
struction will force me to walk in 
the opposite direction to get to 
class. I’m just worried that students 
with even longer commutes will 
now be chronically late.”

Junior communication design 
major Marina Hartzell Gallegos is 
concerned about the University’s 
consideration of  the needs of  Sam 
Fox students. 

“Sam Fox students already have 

to walk across the entire campus 
to get to class and only have one 
nearby food source after 3 p.m.,” 
Hartzell Gallegos said. “Increasing 
the commute time for Sam Fox 
students and the closing of  Etta’s 
is just making it harder and harder 
to be an art student at Wash. U.” 

According to the Campus Next 
website, access to the area will be 
further impacted after the 2018 
Commencement ceremony. 

Kolker assured that further con-
struction updates will be available 
to students and faculty in spring 
2018.

“We will continue to work in 
close collaboration with our part-
ners at McCarthy to ensure timely 
updates that impact the Wash. U. 
community,” Kolker said. “There 
will be more to share in the spring, 
and all students, faculty and staff  
will receive information via the 
monthly East End updates news-
letter and Twitter.”

Additional construction to block access 
to south entrance of Sam Fox School

RORY MATHER
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

SEE SOCCER, PAGE 6

PL4Y PERFORMS

Members of the group Pl4y perform in Tisch Commons in the Danforth University Center Friday, Nov. 17. Pl4y, an 
Asian dance culture group first formed in 2010, performed K-pop covers for audience members at their showcase.

Seniors Camille Borders and 
Jasmine Brown awarded 
Rhodes Scholarships
OLIVIA SZYMANSKI
NEWS EDITOR

SEE RHODES, PAGE 3

Washington University seniors 
Camille Borders and Jasmine 
Brown were two out of  32 U.S. 
undergraduates to be named 
Rhodes Scholars Nov. 18.

The prestigious Rhodes 
scholarship offers students the 
opportunity to study at Oxford 
University and earn an advanced 
degree. Borders and Brown being 
selected raises the total number of  
Washington University Rhodes 
Scholars to 29.

Brown is majoring in biol-
ogy and plans to earn a Ph.D. 
in neuroscience, while Borders 
is majoring in history and plans 
to earn a master of  philosophy 
degree in social and economic his-
tory, focusing on the global slave 
trade.

The two scholars expressed 
excitement and gratitude after the 
announcement of  the finalists this 
Saturday.

“It feels surreal. I’m living my 
dream and I’m just in shock that 
it’s a reality. I’m so excited and 

grateful for this opportunity,” 
Brown said.

“I’m feeling really grateful for 
the community of  people that 
have sustained me at Wash. U.,” 
Borders said. “I’m grateful for the 
Center for Diversity and Inclusion 
and certain administrators and 
deans and professors that have 
helped me to prosper at Wash. U., 
and also my amazing community 
of  friends…If  I had to sum it up 
in one word, it would be grateful.”

Brown has distinguished her-
self  as a hardworking researcher, 
studying lung cancer at the Broad 
Institute of  the Massachusetts 
Institute of  Technology and 
Harvard University, as well as 
the effects of  certain drugs at 
Johns Hopkins University and 
the University of  Miami School 
of  Medicine. She is currently 
researching molecular pathways 
that the West Nile and Zika virus 
travel to infect the brain at the 
Washington University School of  
Medicine.

Borders is a Stamp Scholar 
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The Black Mental Health 
Forum, sponsored by 
the Association of  Black 
Students, provided a space 
for students to openly dis-
cuss mental health in the 
black community Friday, 
Nov. 17.

Facilitated by Uncle 
Joe’s Peer Counseling and 
Resource Center, the con-
versation centered around 
the mental health chal-
lenges specific to black 
students on campus and 
how students can produc-
tively address those issues.

“There is a lot of  
stigma in the black com-
munity around mental 
health,” sophomore Cheryl 
Mensah, an Uncle Joe’s 
facilitator and member of  
the Association of  Black 
Students (ABS), said. “But 
it is definitely prevalent in 
the black community, par-
ticularly at [Washington 
University]. I thought we 
needed to have this forum 
[to] give people a space to 

learn and also be heard, 
and just know more about 
how to better support their 
friends, recognize the warn-
ing signs and learn some 
coping mechanisms for 
how to deal with stress and 
anxiety.”

In the week preceding the 
forum, facilitators sent out 
a survey asking students 
about their perceptions 
and experiences of  mental 
health in the black com-
munity and what questions 
they had. They included 
these anonymous responses 
in a presentation that 
guided the conversation.

Mensah was surprised 
by how many people 
responded to the survey.

“We had over 60 people 
participate in the survey 
and almost everybody had 
something to say,” Mensah 
said. “There were a lot of  
stories and perspectives that 
I didn’t necessarily know or 
understand, but there was 
also a lot that I related to 
and that other black stu-
dents at Wash. U. could, 
too. That was a really 

good step to normalize the 
experience and let people 
know that they’re really not 
alone.”

The responses over-
whelmingly mentioned 
how mental health issues 
are especially taboo in 
black communities and that 
they feel burdened by extra 
stresses and responsibilities.

“As a community that 
seems to be frequently 
burdened with the task of  
justifying its own worth 
and humanity, the men-
tal health ailments that 
would be associated with 
such a task are rejected 
in discussion and often 
stigmatized,” one student 
wrote.

Survey responses also 
referenced the isolation 
some black students feel 
in classes, the uncom-
fortable nature of  being 
“tokenized” and the feeling 
of  being seen as a statistic 
and not as a person.

ABS member and soph-
omore Gabrielle Samuel 
appreciated the opportunity 
to hear about other black 

students’ experiences. 
“I think it was really 

informative,” Samuel said. 
“It opened my eyes to the 
experiences of  people in the 
black community in regards 
to mental health—having 
to feel like we have to prove 
ourselves, overlooked in 
classes, that stress and not 
necessarily being heard and 
understood by family and 
friends sometimes.”

After reading these 
responses, students were 
asked to break into smaller 
groups and reflect on their 
own experiences. The 
facilitators then asked 
for volunteers to share 
what their groups had 
talked about, if  they were 
comfortable.

The facilitators also 
shared that 93.3 percent 
of  the survey respondents 
have been concerned about 
mental health, 68 percent 
have dealt with anxiety 
or panic attacks, 62 per-
cent have experienced 
depression and 46 percent 
reported that they have 
dealt with suicidal ideation.

Samuel and Mensah 
were both struck by the 
percentage of  respondents 
who admitted that they 
have had suicidal thoughts.

“I was shocked. That’s 
almost 50 percent of  peo-
ple saying they’ve thought 
of  killing themselves, and 
that’s crazy to me,” Samuel 
said.

“I think I was really 
concerned by how many 
people struggled with 
suicidal ideation in our 
community. It’s not OK—
no part of  that is OK. The 
fact that almost half  of  our 
community has considered 
suicide, that’s ridiculous,” 
Mensah said.

At the end of  the dis-
cussion, the facilitators 
discussed resources that 
students could reach out 
to, demonstrated how to 
validate others’ feelings 
and provided general cop-
ing strategies.

Alayzha Jordan, a sopho-
more and member of  ABS, 
acknowledged the impor-
tance of  the open dialogue.

“It made me try to 

understand more about 
what’s going on with the 
people who are around me 
and really understand that 
this is not just a thing that 
happens in passing; this is 
a serious issue that we all 
continuously go through,” 
Jordan said. “It’s not a 
thing that happens today 
and is gone tomorrow; it’s 
a thing that keeps going. It 
makes me want to be there 
more for people who are in 
the black community.”

Mensah believes that the 
discussion went success-
fully and hopes that black 
students will keep talking 
about their struggles with 
mental health.

“I’m really glad that 
we did it and that it went 
so well,” Mensah said. 
“It’s definitely not the 
end, there’s so much more 
that needs to be said, and 
there’s so much more that 
needs to be acknowledged. 
And I think it was a really 
good first step in terms of  
continuing to foster the 
conversation on black men-
tal health.”

NOVEMBER 14
Larceny—Village House
Complainant reports a locked bicycle stolen.  Loss $120
Disposition: Pending

NOVEMBER 14
Larceny—Danforth University Center
Student left phone in a restroom and it was taken by person unknown.  Loss $820
Disposition: Pending
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MONDAY 20

Lecture: “New MRI-based Tools for Comprehensive, 3-D Assessment of Kidney 
Structure and Function”
East Imaging Building, NIL Large Conf. Room 2311, 9 a.m.
Kevin Bennett from the University of Hawaii at Manoa will speak. Sponsored by MIR 
Special Guest Lecture.

Seminar: “International Space Station Rapid Solidification Experiments”
Crow Hall, Room 206, 11 a.m.
Douglas Matson of Tufts University will speak. Sponsored by IMSE Seminar Series. 

TUESDAY 21
 
Seminar: “Understanding the Aging Brain: Gender, Genes and Modifiable Lifestyle 
Factors”
BJH South, East Pavilion Auditorium, noon
Judy Pa of the Keck School of Medicine in the University of Southern California. Spon-
sored by the Knight ADRC Seminar Series. 

WEDNESDAY 22

WUSTL Speaks Toastmasters Club—Thanksgiving Week Lunch
Location TBD, noon
The week of Thanksgiving, in lieu of a regular meeting, we’ll get together for lunch at a 
restaurant TBD. More details will be forthcoming.

theFLIPSIDE
EVENT CALENDAR

MON 20
PARTLY CLOUDY
60/42

TUES 21
PARTLY CLOUDY
57/27

WED 22
SUNNY
40/31

WU iGEM Team wins gold 
at international competition
MEGHAN SHARMA
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

COURTESY OF MADDIE LEE
Members of the Washington University iGEM team pose at the iGEM Giant Jamboree Competi-
tion in Boston. The team received gold at the international competition, held Nov. 9 to Nov. 13.

Black Mental Health Forum opens intersectional dialogue
ANJALI VISHWANATH
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

POLICE BEAT

Washington University’s 
genetic-engineering under-
graduate research team 
won a gold medal at the 
international iGEM Giant 
Jamboree competition in 
Boston, held from Nov. 9 
to Nov. 13. 

iGEM, which stands for 
International Genetically 
Engineered Machine, has 
been an annual competi-
tion for the past decade, 
with teams participating 
from all over the world. 
Each year, Washington 
University forms a team 
in the spring, which then 
conducts research over the 
summer. Team members 
then present their find-
ings at the iGEM Giant 
Jamboree competition each 
fall. 

Washington University’s 
team spent months 
researching the effective-
ness of  certain genes on 
creating ultraviolet resis-
tance and not only received 
a gold medal, but also 
nominations for best envi-
ronmental project and best 
hardware prize for under-
graduate teams. 

According to the team’s 
faculty advisor, Janie 
Brennan, a lecturer in 
the chemical engineering 
department, iGEM is an 
avenue for students to craft 
their own research projects. 

“The goal is that stu-
dents create their own 
projects that are based on 
solving whatever problem 
they want in synthetic 
biology,” Brennan said. 
“Synthetic biology is 
genetic engineering with 
the idea that we are going 
to look at genetics like 
engineers do.” 

This year’s team of  six 
undergraduates consisted 
of  sophomores Collin 
Kilgore and Mark Wang; 
juniors Alex Yenkin, 
Maddie Lee and Zoe 
Orenstein; and senior 
Micah Rickles-Young. The 
team’s research focused on 
cyanobacteria and E. coli’s 
resistance to UV radiation, 
and they aimed to improve 
bacterial survival under 
increasing UV radiation 
due to climate change.

At the iGEM Giant 
Jamboree, Washington 
University’s team com-
peted with over 300 
teams from around the 
world. According to 
Rickles-Young, making 
international connections 
is one of  the most enjoy-
able aspects of  the 
competition.

“It was cool talking to 
people from all around the 
world about the science 
we all did,” Rickles-Young 
said. 

The team earned a gold 
medal at the competition 
by completing various 

project requirements. Some 
of  these requirements 
included improving the 
characterization of  a gene, 
creating a Wikipedia page 
documenting the project’s 
progress, talking to com-
munity members about the 
project, collaborating with 
another team (Wash. U.’s 
team mostly worked with 
the University of  Chicago’s 
team) and developing a 
mathematical model for 
their research. 

The team was also in the 
top five in the environmen-
tal project category and 
was nominated for the best 
hardware prize for under-
graduate teams.

While the competition 
is over for this year’s team, 
applications have already 
opened to find next year’s 
iGEM team. Brennan 
believes that all interested 
students should apply. 

“I think it’s one of  
the neatest educational 
activities students can do 
because they take a proj-
ect from beginning to end 
on their own; they work as 
a team, and they actually 
do real science,” Brennan 
said.  “You learn it all and 
figure it all out on your 
own. You also talk to the 
community about it. It’s 
just this really holistic sci-
ence experience where you 
learn a whole lot and get to 
take a lot of  ownership of  
it.”

Wash. U. news in brief
ELENA QUINONES
STAFF REPORTER

Trans Day of 
Remembrance 
Vigil Nov. 20

Transgender Day of  
Remembrance, a vigil 
honoring the lives of  
transgender individu-
als killed during the past 
year, will be hosted in the 
Center for Diversity and 
Inclusion Monday, Nov. 
20 at 6 p.m.

In 2017 alone, at least 
25 transgender people 
were killed in the U.S. 
All students are welcome 
to join the WashU Pride 
Alliance in honoring and 
mourning the victims. 

Wrighton 

responds to fed-
eral tax plan

Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton has joined with 
fellow university leaders 
to express his concern 
about the federally pro-
posed Tax Cuts and and 
Jobs Act, which moves 
to reduce tax rates and 
modify policies regarding 
the taxation of  individuals 
and businesses. 

In his letters to the 
U.S. Congress, Wrighton 
addressed portions of  the 
bill that he believes could 
have negative effects on 
students, faculty and 
higher education institu-
tions. A major point of  
Wrighton’s criticism is 
that the act will pose bar-
riers to higher education 
access. 

The bill passed 

through the House of  
Representatives on Nov. 
16. 

WU ranks 
seventh for best 
entrepreneurship 

program
Washington University 

secured spot No. 7 in 
Princeton Review and 
Entrepreneur Magazine’s 
2018 “Top Schools 
for Entrepreneurship” 
ranking. 

The rankings are com-
piled based on 40 data 
points that are geared 
to distinguish the best 
learning spaces for 
entrepreneurs. 

For its graduate pro-
gram, Washington 
University was ranked No. 
22. Follow us @studlifewu



Copyright © 2017 Washington 
University Student Media, 
Inc. (WUSMI). Student Life 
is a financially and editorially 
independent, student-run 
newspaper serving the 
Washington University 
community. Our newspaper is 
a publication of WUSMI and 
does not necessarily represent 
the views of the Washington 
University administration.

VOLUME 139, NO. 24

Ella Chochrek
Editor-in-Chief
editor@studlife.com

Aaron Brezel 
Aidan Strassmann
Noa Yadidi
Managing Editors

Sam Seekings
Senior News Editor
news@studlife.com

Aidan Strassmann
Senior Forum Editor
forum@studlife.com

Rohan Gupta
Jon Lewis
Senior Sports Editors
sports@studlife.com

Hanusia Higgins
Senior Scene Editor
scene@studlife.com

Ali Gold
Senior Cadenza Editor
cadenza@studlife.com

Jordan Chow 
Jiyoon Kang
Senior Photo Editors
photo@studlife.com 
 

Josh Zucker
Design Chief
design@studlife.com

Jeremy Goldstein
Elizabeth Grossman
Copy Chiefs
copy@studlife.com

Wesley Jenkins
Director of Special Projects

Ethan Jaynes
Online Editor

Ali Gold
Social Media Director

Danielle Drake-Flam
Olivia Szymanski
News Editors

Elena Quinones
Alana Raper
Designers

Ray Bush
General Manager
rbush@studlife.com

Claire Martin
Advertising Manager
advertising@studlife.com

SAM SEEKINGS | SENIOR NEWS EDITOR | NEWS@STUDLIFE.COM STUDENT LIFE   3MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2017

RHODES from page 1

 WAIT,
 WHAT HAPPENED?

WE’LL TELL YOU.
— STUDENT LIFE

as well as a Mellon Mays 
Undergraduate Fellow, 
where she worked as 
a research assistant on 
the oral history project 
“Documenting Ferguson.” 
She has also studied history 
at the University of  Bristol 
through the Fulbright 
Summer Institute and spent 
six months at the University 
of  Ghana. She is currently 
working on her senior the-
sis, titled “The Possibility 
of  Desire: Sexual Choice 
Within U.S. Colored Troops 
Widow’s Pensions.”

Borders and Brown are 
both members of  the Alpha 
Kappa Alpha sorority, as 
well as the John B. Ervin 
scholarship program.

Dean of  the Ervin 
Scholars program and 
Associate Vice Chancellor 
for Student Affairs Robyn 
Hadley expressed enthusi-
asm and pride for the two 
women who she has known 
since their freshman year.

“I’m on cloud nine. It’s 
cloud 10 if  there’s some-
where higher than cloud 

nine. I’m just so excited 
for them,” Hadley said. 
“Individually, they have 
both been such hard work-
ers, and I’m just excited for 
what it means—with only 
32 students in the country 
being selected, it’s phenom-
enal to have students both 
from the same institution.”

Assistant Dean Wilmetta 
Toliver-Diallo believes that 
the Ervin Scholars program, 
founded on the principles 
of  leadership, academic 
excellence, commitment to 
service and diversity, has 
played a part in the success 
of  the scholars.

“I think the Ervin 
Program is definitely a 
key component of  their 
success, but both of  them 
work really hard in their 
respective fields and seek 
out mentorship in what-
ever community they join,” 
Toliver-Diallo said. “I feel 
like they both really under-
stand what it means to be 
resourceful and to make 
communities wherever they 
are, and I think that’s really 

important.”
Sophomore Lizzie 

Franclemont commented 
on the impact that the Ervin 
program has had on her, 
especially seeing upper-
classmen like Borders and 
Brown succeed.

“I would definitely say it’s 
insane, to say the slightest,” 
Franclemont said. “, I’ve 
already gone through a year 
here of  seeing how much 
everyone has achieved, and 
I’m always left in awe...It 
really feels like I’m within 
this community of  people 
who are going to change the 
world in so many different 
ways.”

According to Borders, 
this year has a record num-
ber of  10 black Rhodes 
Scholars. 

“[It’s] super incred-
ible, and I’m really excited 
about what that means for 
our country and what that 
means for how we can uplift 
marginalized communi-
ties,” Borders said.

Both Borders and Brown 
have contributed to the 

support for minority stu-
dents on campus. Brown 
founded the Minority 
Association of  Rising 
Scientists, which advocates 
for and supports underrep-
resented students in STEM 
fields. Borders helped to cre-
ate Washington University 
Students in Solidarity, 
which facilitates race-rela-
tions discussions between 
students and the University.

“Everything that I’ve 
done at Wash. U. has been 
motivated by a need that 
I’ve seen in my community 
around me...in the margin-
alized parts of  our student 
body,” Borders said. “I’ve 
seen other students go 
through similar experiences 
that I’ve had concerning 
invisibility, micro-aggres-
sions, the consequences of  
the lack of  dialogue on cam-
pus surrounding diversity 
and inclusion in all of  its 
nuances. So everything I’ve 
done, all of  the blood, sweat 
and tears that I’ve put in at 
Wash. U., has been because 
of  the community that I 

care about, and the work 
that I could do was enabled 
because of  the amazing 
community around me.”

Franclemont said both 
scholars have inspired her, 
specifically saying that 
Borders has been one of  
“he greatest influencers 
of  her time at Washington 
University, both as a friend 
and as a role model as a 
minority.

“[With] Ervin having a 
really diverse demographic 
of  students in comparison 
to the student body that’s 
present at Wash. U., it’s 
been really inspiring to 
see people who look like 
me—or maybe have similar 
backgrounds that I do—and 
watching them blaze their 
own trails and really defy 
a lot of  the stereotypes and 
expectations that were put 
into place for minority race 
students,” Franclemont 
said.

Borders cites her authen-
ticity as one of  her greatest 
strengths.

“I guess if  what I’m 

thinking about what led to 
me earning this distinction, 
it would be just that I was 
myself,” she said. “I never 
sacrificed my authenticity 
for anything.”

Brown looks forward to 
her experience as a Rhodes 
Scholar at Oxford.

“I’m excited to experi-
ence this journey and to see 
how it will help me grow, “ 
Brown said.

As staff  members of  the 
Ervin program, Hadley and 
Toliver-Diallo have high 
hopes for the futures of  
both seniors.

“I just see for them this 
continuation of  being com-
mitted scholars…in their 
respective fields, and defi-
nitely taking that lesson of  
making the world better 
than when it was before 
they came,” Hadley said.

“These are two well-
deserving young ladies 
and I’m excited to see 
what the future holds for 
them at Oxford as part of  
the Rhodes community,” 
Toliver-Diallo said.



Thanksgiving Break 
is a notoriously weird 
break. It’s not quite a 
post-midterms reprieve 
like Fall Break nor is it a 
month-long pajamas and 
hot chocolate festival like 
Winter Break. It’s a gawky 
five days off, which is a 
little more than a long 
weekend but not long 
enough to justify unpacking 
and settling in. 

All this is to say, the 
weather’s getting colder, 
you have some free time 
on your hands, and you’ll 
almost certainly be close 
to a movie theater at 
some point this weekend/
week/break/however you 
refer to this time off  for 
Thanksgiving. Here’s a 
round-up of  films that will 
help you relax and wind-
down over the holiday 
weekend no matter who 
you’re spending it with.

With your younger 

cousins/siblings, or 
your extended fam-

ily: “Coco”
“Coco” is Pixar’s newest 

animated film, following 
a young boy, Miguel, who 
lives in a Mexican village. 
Despite a generations-
old family curse banning 
music, Miguel wants to 
become a famous musi-
cian. “Coco” promises 
stunning animation and 
gorgeous sets. Plus, the sets 
supervisor on the film is 
a Washington University 
alum; so, after you and 
your family go see this film, 
you can brag about how 
cool your school is to all of  
them. This film is perfect 
for two groups of  people in 
your life:

Your extended family: 
“Coco” explores themes 
of  tradition, heritage and 
family. People in Miguel’s 
family even from genera-
tions ago impact his life. 
These same themes are a 
perfect fit for Thanksgiving, 
when families often come 

together from across the 
country to celebrate family 
traditions and customs. 

Younger family mem-
bers: Little kids love Pixar 
movies as a rule, making 
it a natural fit for people 
trying to entertain younger 
siblings or cousins.

With your high 
school friends: 
“Lady Bird”

One of  my favorite parts 
of  every long weekend or 
break is getting to catch 
up with friends who have 
gone to school all across 
the country. Although we 
all have different majors, 
career aspirations, extra-
curricular activities and 
internships now, what 
binds us all together is 
our awkward, sometimes 
painful but mostly fun 
memories of  high school. 
“Lady Bird” is a dramatic 
comedy starring Saoirse 
Ronan as a high school 
senior deciding where she 
wants to apply for college, 

maintaining a tenuous 
relationship with her mom 
and trying to find her place 
socially. These all-too-relat-
able feelings of  high school 
angst are certainly in the 
rearview mirror for most 
of  us college folk, but not 
too far that we’ve forgot-
ten them entirely. “Lady 
Bird” seems like a great 
film to bring back high 
school memories and evoke 
nostalgia.

With your dad: 
“Daddy’s Home 

2”
Ever since my sister and 

I saw “Stepbrothers” at an 
embarrassingly young age 
with our parents,  we have 
been huge Will Ferrell fans. 
In December 2015, our dad 
took us to see “Daddy’s 
Home,” starring Ferrell as a 
dorky step father, compet-
ing with Mark Wahlberg, 
his step kids’ ultra-cool 
biological father. The film, 
as all of  Ferrell’s films, 
had some embarrassingly 

laughable (and some not 
so funny) moments. It 
also was sweet at some 
points, about the lengths 
that parents will go to for 
their children and family 
love in general. Good thing 
“Daddy’s Home 2” is out 
in theaters in time for this 
Thanksgiving break. It may 
not be a cinematic master-
piece, but it’s full of  dad 
jokes.

With your mom: 
“Bad Moms 
Christmas”

When my mom saw the 
first “Bad Moms” movie 
last year, she told me after 
that she actually found it 
empowering and touch-
ing. She took it to mean 
that moms can mess up 
sometimes, but at the end 
of  the day love their kids 
and will do anything for 
them. Which is sweet. 
A little deep, but sweet. 
This break, my mom and 
I will probably return to 
the theater for “Bad Moms 

Christmas,” starring Mila 
Kunis and Kristen Bell. 
If  you want your mom 
to feel empowered this 
Thanksgiving (Isn’t that 
what we all want?), “Bad 
Moms Christmas” could be 
the perfect choice.

With yourself or lit-
erally anyone who 
will go with you: 

“Wonder”
The movie I’m most 

looking forward to seeing 
this break is “Wonder,” 
starring Owen Wilson and 
Julia Roberts. The film 
is based on a New York 
Times bestseller and shares 
the story of  a young boy 
with facial differences as 
he attends mainstream 
elementary school. This is 
one of  my younger sister’s 
favorite books, and I know 
we’ll see it this break as 
soon as possible. “Wonder” 
is the perfect film to give 
you all the warm fuzzies 
during this cold November 
break.
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A play within a play, a 
drama inside a drama, reveals 
the realities of a world of  
destruction.

This weekend, Washington 
University’s Performing 
Arts Department presented 
“Kiss,” a play by Guillermo 
Calderon. Many Wash. 
U. students contributed to 
this production by acting, 
designing the set and lights 
and working in the produc-
tion crew. The play had two 
halves, each with a very dif-
ferent tone.

The first half consists of  
four students, senior Anna 
McConnell, senior Scott 
Greenberg, freshman Austin 
Moulder and sophomore 
Natalie Thurman portraying 
American actors in a soap 
opera-esque play within 
the play “Kiss” itself. They 
display a dramatic, over-the-
top love story about betrayal 
between best friends set 
against the backdrop of the 
Syrian war. The play within 

a play ends with a dramatic 
death scene, but the comedy 
during this first half of the 
show was palpable: Almost 
every other line evoked 
unanimous laughter from the 
audience.

After the play’s actors 
conclude their act, one 
character reveals that she also 
directed the play. She explains 
that she and the other actors 
tried to reach the author of  
the play while rehearsing and 
learned that they could Skype 
with her that very night. The 
Syrian playwright (played by 
freshman Sabrina Sayed) lives 
in a Red Cross refugee camp, 
and comes on a projector 
screen with her translator 
(played by second year mas-
ter’s student Tyler Parker).

As the characters, who 
had naively directed the 
humorous preceding play, 
begin to ask the author  ques-
tions, they realize they have 
misrepresented aspects of  
the work because of their 
interpretation of the cul-
ture of wartime Syria. The 
playwright explains that the 

play is a fantasy in a world of  
destruction, where the people 
of Syria can gather to feel 
something other than the war.

However, it becomes clear 
that when performed in 
Syria the feeling of war was 
inescapable because Syrian 
viewers would watch the play 
through holes in their living 
rooms, hear gunshots in the 
background and understand 
the devastating reality of  
dialogue that the characters 
misinterpreted as humor.

For example, the actors 
believe that one character 
cheats on her boyfriend 
because she tells him that 
she kissed someone, whereas 
Syrians would know that 
“kiss” refers to being raped. 
Similarly, they believe that 
one character in the play dies 
of a broken heart, when in 
reality she had been dying 
from exposure to poisonous 
gas throughout the entire play.

The characters slowly 
begin to understand their 
mistakes. After the call ends, 
they decide to start the play 
over. The words are more or 

less the same, but this time, 
the play within a play takes 
a shift in tone. The actors 
evoke more intense emotions 
of despair and react more in 
tune with the situations they 
have now learned the truth 
about.

“It has just been an exciting 
experience seeing how you 
can take such lines and mani-
fest them into different tones,” 
Moulder said. “Something 
can sound comical in the 
first half and somber in the 
second.”

Director William Whitaker 
explained that the script 
did not explicitly explain 
how the play should end. 
In the Performing Arts 
Department’s version, the 
characters tear down the 
living room walls to reveal 
devastation that represents 
the war in Syria, with a screen 
projecting scenes of civilians 
in the war. 

The newly-enlightened 
actors continue the story 
beyond the character’s death 
which ended the original 
play and perform different 

scenarios, pushing the story 
further as they imagine what 
it could be like to live in 
Syria at this time. Whitaker 
believed that this represented 
the characters’ bravery to fail 
again.

“I think in that bravery, the 
play moves into this meta-
theatrical thing where Syria 
gets closer because we are 
willing to face it,” Whitaker 
explained. “The artists didn’t 
stay in their comfort zones, 
they [went] out to meet this 
terrible truth that is happen-
ing in the world.”

The Performing Arts 
Department production 
committee decided to pick 
a play this season that could 
act in response to a changing 
set of circumstances because 
of the last election, accord-
ing to Whitaker. Moulder 
believed that this production 
could help Wash. U. students 
escape their bubble and come 
to terms with reality, as the 
characters in play did as well.

“These bubbles that we 
create and these communi-
ties that we try to stay a part 

of often limit us from seeing 
what is beyond,” Moulder 
said. “I think this is a perfect 
example in which we can 
recognize that we have this 
privilege here at Wash. U., 
being college students just 
going to class every day when 
there are people out there 
who are struggling just to stay 
alive.”

The tone of the audience 
reflected the tones of the play 
as well. The hearty laughter 
of the first half turned into 
a contemplative silence 
sprinkled with sniffles, as the 
audience attempted to take in 
the reality of devastation. 

“I wanted to see if it was 
possible with a work of art to 
get people to just really get it 
to have some semblance of  
not just a headline, not just a 
thing you see on the news, but 
to really feel what it must be 
like or could be like to be in 
such a place,” Whitaker said. 
“I wanted that so that we are 
reminded of our privilege and 
our comfort, and are derailed 
by it [because] this could be 
you, this could be us.”

‘Kiss’ brings the metatheatrical to the Wash. U. stage 



The Washington 
University men’s basket-
ball team won the 34th 
Lopata Classic, its annual 
season tip-off  tourna-
ment, this weekend in 
convincing fashion, beat-
ing Wabash College 82-70 
before taking down No. 6 
Tufts 98-94. On the way 
to the win, Wash. U. shot 
46.75 percent and led both 
games almost wire-to-wire. 

Wash. U. started off  hot 
against the Little Giants, 
leaping out to a 15-5 lead 
with senior guard Kevin 
Kucera contributing two 
threes and a mid-range 
jumper, as well as a steal 
on the other end. The 
Bears moved the basketball 
around nicely, present-
ing themselves as a dual 
threat both inside inside 
the paint and outside the 
arc, with nearly all of  the 
team contributing to the 
scoring. Wash. U. started 
to cool off  just as Wabash 
was starting to catch fire, 
tearing off  a 25-9 run to 
close out the first half  with 
a 38-31 lead. 

Whatever Coach Mark 
Edwards said in the locker 
room at halftime certainly 
had an effect, as the Red 
and Green had an explo-
sive start to the second 
half. Senior Jake Knupp 
sunk a three to kick things 
off, and senior center 
David Schmelter followed 
it up with a fast break 
slam. Knupp swished 
another three to tie the 
game up at 41, which lead 
to a massive 13 point lead 
by the Bears. Following 
another 17-0 run, Wash. 
U. took and held the lead, 
ensuring a first round vic-
tory against Wabash. 

Wash. U. showed off  
some offensive firepower 
against Wabash, mov-
ing the ball around very 
nicely, and finding good, 
open looks. The Bears shot 
nearly 40 percent from 
three, establishing them-
selves as a lethal three 
point threat while still 
maintaining a very 
respectable game inside 
the paint. Kucera got off  
to a hot start, contributing 
19 points, 4 rebounds and 
9 assists, while freshman 
Jack Nolan introduced 
himself  to college basket-
ball with a 17 point debut. 

The Red and Green 
were dominant against 
the Little Giants, but 
Tufts—ranked sixth in the 
nation—promised a differ-
ent challenge altogether. 
The Bears rose to the occa-
sion early, and scored 11 
unanswered points to start 
off, with senior forward 
Andrew Sanders making 
three tough layups in a 
row to contribute to this 
run. 

To underscore Wash. 
U.’s offensive confidence 
early on, junior Marcus 
Meyer—who did not shoot 
a single three-pointer in 
his first two years on the 
team—knocked down 
consecutive shots from 
distance midway through 
the half. Buckets by 
Kucera and senior Matt 
Highsmith closed out the 
first half, with Wash. U. 
leading 47-38. 

The Bears’ starting 
lineup picked up where 
they left off  as the second 
half  began, and a Sanders 
free throw capped off  the 
early surge and ballooned 
the lead to 18 with just 
over ten minutes to play. s

Tufts were ranked sixth 
for a reason, however, and 

unlike Friday night, the 
Bears were unable to pull 
away. Tufts started to stage 
a comeback late in the sec-
ond half, going on a 17-3 
run just as it looks like 
Wash. U. was out of  strik-
ing distance. Patrick Racy 
went off  for 15 in the half, 
and guard Eric Savage 
contributed another 15 in 
the period. 

Savage was a thorn in 
the side for the Bears the 
entire game, scoring 21 
points, grabbing 16 boards 
and adding eight assists to 
round out his near-triple 
double. He also gave the 
Bears their last scare of  
the game, leaning into 
a contested three that 
cut the Wash. U. lead to 
two with just six seconds 
left. Kucera, however, 
remained composed at 
the free-throw line and 
drained both foul shots to 
ice the game 98-94.

The Bears’ starting five 
did most of  the damage, 
and most notably, the trio 
of  Kucera, Highsmith and 
Sanders combined for 61 
points in the game. Kucera 
had 10 assists in the game 
and won tournament 
MVP, averaging 20 points 
and 9.5 assists per game.

Overall, the men’s bas-
ketball team put together 
a convincing start to to the 
season by capturing the 
Lopata Classic. The win 
against Tufts in the final 
was a statement of  intent 
from a group that hopes 
to challenge against other 
top-ranked teams through-
out the rest of  the year. 

Wash. U. next hits the 
courts at Principia College 
on Nov. 21 and does not 
face ranked opposition 
again until the end of  
December, when they play 
No. 2 Augustana College.

VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM
TO FIND A LOCATION NEAR YOU
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Men’s basketball tops No. 6 Tufts, wins Lopata Classic
FRANK YANG
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER
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TOP: Senior forward Andrew Sanders lays the ball in during the Bears’ 98-94 victory over No. 
6 Tufts University. The Bears won two games this weekend, against Tufts and Wabash College.
BOTTOM: Senior guard Kevin Kucera drives the ball against Tufts. Kucera scored 21 points 
and dished out 10 assists, leading the Red and Green in both categories in the narrow win.

Women’s basketball splits opening 
weekend to open Henderson era
JON LEWIS
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

As the fourth quarter 
drew to a close Saturday 
afternoon, the Washington 
University women’s bas-
ketball team found itself  
in what promised to be 
a nail-biter at Wisconsin 
Lutheran College. With 
the Bears were down just 
four points with 3:38 left 
play in the game, Warriors 
forward Jen Dowdon 
pulled up for a deep three 
from the right wing. To 
symbolize a day in which 
Wash. U. just could not 
catch a break, the ball 
bounced off  the back of  
the rim, then the front, 
then rolled around the 
hoop a few times before 
falling in. 

Dowdon’s friendly roll 
put Wisconsin Lutheran 
up by seven, 46-39, and 
with the Bears’ offense 
ice cold all game, it was 
essentially the dagger. 
After that, the Warriors 
went on a 9-2 run over the 
next two minutes, going 
on to win 63-50.

It was not all doom and 
gloom in Wisconsin for 
the Bears this weekend, 
however. The day before, 
they had a much more 
positive outing against 
Luther College. Wash. 
U. got head coach Randi 
Henderson’s tenure off  to 
a dream start, firing on all 
cylinders right from the 
start to take a 22-10 lead 
after the first quarter. 

The Bears ended the 
opening frame on a 13-4 
run, capped off  by a 
catch-and-shoot three 
from junior guard Rachael 
Sondag with four seconds 
left. 

The Wash. U. offense, 
however, lost steam after 
the first quarter. The Bears 
only managed to put five 
points on the board over 
the next ten minutes, 
as Luther trimmed the 
12-point deficit down to 
just four. 

Despite only making 
one shot from the field 
in the second quarter, 
Wash. U. still had the 
lead. And the Bears came 
back from halftime reju-
venated, led by preseason 
All-American Madeline 
Homoly. The junior for-
ward had been held to 
just seven points in the 
first half  but would not be 
denied in the second, rack-
ing up 13 over the final 
two quarters. Homoly 
matched her first half  
total in just the third quar-
ter, as the Bears managed 
to pull away in a rela-
tively low scoring frame, 
outscoring Luther 13-7 to 
restore their double digit 
advantage. 

In the fourth quarter, 
Wash. U. really put things 
to rest, effectively ending 
the game in the first three 
minutes of  the quarter 
with a 15-0 run. Homoly 
scored another six points 
during the run bring-
ing her total to 20, and 

Sondag hit two threes, six 
of  her 13 points.

Joining Homoly and 
Sondag in double fig-
ures were junior forward 
Stephanie Botkin and 
senior guard Natalie Orr, 
who had a stellar all-
around game, scoring 
10 points, grabbing 10 
rebounds and also notch-
ing four assists and six 
steals. In the end, the 
Bears cruised to a 68-45 
victory.

If  Wash. U. started out 
strong on Friday night, 
it was the opposite the 
next morning. Against 
Wisconsin Lutheran, the 
Bears put up seven points 
in the first quarter on 20 
percent shooting from the 
floor.

The Bears picked things 
up a bit in the second 
quarter, though it was still 
a defensive slugfest, with 
neither team able to shoot 
more than 45 percent. 
Much of  the Wash. U. 
offense in the second quar-
ter came through Botkin’s 
play off  the dribble, and 
the junior forward was the 
only Bear to make more 
than one field goal in the 
period.

As the half  closed 
out, the Bears appeared 
to have done enough to 
make up for their lack-
luster start, after a junior 
Caroline Ballard layup 
knotted the game at 22. 
However, the Warriors’ 

SEE OPENING, PAGE 6



ROHAN GUPTA & JON LEWIS | SENIOR SPORTS EDITORS | SPORTS@STUDLIFE.COM6   STUDENT LIFE MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2017

6:30 a.m. That’s when 
the Washington University 
cross-country program 
is expected to meet for 
practice.

From the outside looking 
in, it seems unnecessary. 
6:30 a.m. practices for 
Wash. U. students who are 
usually jammed with work?

But, there is purpose. 
And that purpose was evi-
dent throughout Saturday’s 
NCAA Championships in 
Elsah, Ill.

In the cool, damp, 
45-degree weather, topped 
with clouds, rain and wind, 
many of  the teams from 
warmer climates struggled 
in the blistery cold at the 
title meet. That struggle 
could have been shared by 
the Bears, too, as the St. 
Louis weather in October 
and November is often 
sunny and over 50 degrees, 
far from the conditions 
at Principia College this 
weekend.

But head coach Jeff  
Stiles’ early-morning prac-
tices were designed for the 
team to run in the cold 
before the fall days became 
nice and warm later in the 
day.

“We loved it,” Stiles said 
of  the bitter weather. “The 

national championships are 
often cold. So, we run at 
6:30 in the morning. And 
part of  it is that in St. Louis 
it’s 55 degrees in November. 
We need it to be 37 degrees. 
So, when we practice at 
6:30, we get 37-degree 
weather, which I’m excited 
about because I know come 
nationals, it often times is 
that type of  weather. So, I 
see that as helpful because 
our end goal is national 
championships. I saw the 
weather as an opportunity 
for the advancement of  our 
program.”

The Bears thrived, notch-
ing a third-place finish in 
the women’s 5-kilometer 
race and a fifth-place fin-
ish in the men’s 8-kilometer 
race. It was their second 
year in a row, and fourth 
altogether under Stiles, that 
both teams earned top-five 
finishes.

Senior David O’Gara 
led the race for the men. 
Despite finishing the first 
mile at 31st overall, O’Gara 
rallied back, jumping to 
14th by the second-mile split 
and ninth by the fourth-
mile split. O’Gara finished 
ninth overall with a time of  
24:36.5 and received All-
American honors for his 
second straight season.

“He’s a nice picture of  
grit,” Stiles said of  O’Gara, 

who ran his final career 
race. “To be a two-time All-
American and a two-time 
conference champion, it 
has laid a big impact on our 
program; and [he has] made 
everyone around him better. 
He executed great and com-
peted up front. That was a 
great way for him to go out 
for sure.”

Junior Peter Johnsrud 
followed in suit, finish-
ing 34th (24:54.87). 
Sophomore Nick Matteucci 
and senior Kirby Simon 
fell just outside the 100th-
place mark with finishes of  
101st (25:31.09) and 116th 
(25:35.28), respectively.

On the other side, the 
women had three top-
100 finishers. Sophomore 
Paige Lawler anchored 
the women, placing 15th 
(21:07.3), grabbing her first 
career All-American fin-
ish. Senior Alison Lindsay 
and fellow sophomore 
Sophie Watterson were 
next for the Bears, notch-
ing 25th (21:22.90) and 41st 
(21:40.0) placings, respec-
tively. Junior Lisa Gorhan 
just missed finishing in 
double digits as she came 
in 112th (22:16.8). For 
Watterson, it was just her 
third collegiate race after 
landing seventh in the UAA 
Championships and 18th in 
the Midwest Regionals.

Despite exceeding the 
expectations of  the NCAA 
rankers, who had the men 
at 10th and the women at 
sixth, both teams had even 
higher expectations.

“Their first question 
when we told them we were 
fifth was, ‘How close was 
fourth?’” Stiles said of  the 
men’s team. “Like all Wash. 
U. students, they have high 
expectations, and they’re 
always looking to improve.”

The combined finishes 
of  the men’s and women’s 
teams gave the Red and 
Green the lowest combined 
finish of  any college in the 

field.
“One of  our goals every 

year is to have the best com-
bined finish,” Stiles said. 
“That’s something that we 
take a lot of  pride in…It 
says a lot about these kids. 
We call it ‘two teams, one 
family.’”

The teams celebrated 
their success by going to 
Chick-fil-A after the race, 
which was “voted on by the 
captains and supported by 
the coaches,” according to 
Stiles.

But they might have to 
cut the Chick-fil-A out of  
their diets almost instantly, 

as the teams will jump 
right into indoor track and 
field once again. They had 
Sunday off, but they’ll run 
three miles on Monday and 
another three on Tuesday 
before taking five days off. 
From there, they’ll begin 
building back up for the 
winter season on their own.

“They enjoy it; they like 
running,” Stiles said. “I 
get the rest of  the world is 
viewing running as a pun-
ishment. That’s something 
they enjoy…A lot of  the 
kids don’t even want to take 
a break because it’s part of  
their lifestyle and habit.”

Cross-country teams both place in top five at nationals
BENJAMIN SIMON
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

The women’s cross-country team poses with their team after a third-place finish in the 5-kilo-
meter race. Both the women’s and men’s teams placed in the top five at nationals this season.
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Tierney Woodward fired a 
high, arcing three-pointer 
as time expired, which 
caught nothing but net, 
sending the teams to the 
locker rooms with the 
score 25-22 for Wisconsin 
Lutheran. 

In the second half, it 
was the hosts’ Caitlin 
Knueppel time to shine. 
After missing much of  the 
first half  with foul trouble, 
the guard found her shoot-
ing rhythm after the break 
and, with two minutes 

to play, hit back to back 
jumpers, a mid-range fol-
lowed by a deep three, to 
put her team up double 
digits. 

Wash. U. would attempt 
to fight back at the start 
of  the fourth, working the 

ball inside to Homoly, who 
hit a lay-in to cut the defi-
cit to five. On the Bears’ 
next possession, Orr drove 
into the paint and found 
Botkin in the corner, who 
drilled a three to trim the 
lead to just two.

That would be as close 
as the Bears would come, 
however, as on the next 
play Dowdon took over 
the game, scoring the 
next four points for the 
Warriors before her bounc-
ing three put the game 

effectively out of  reach. 
The Bears, now 1-1, face 

their first ranked opposi-
tion of  the young season 
next Saturday, taking on 
No. 25 Illinois Wesleyan 
University in the Midwest 
Classic.

OPENING from page 5 
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Junior forward Jessica Ridderhoff charges past Wittenberg University Sunday, Nov. 12 in the 
Bears’ 1-0 victory. The women’s soccer team lost in the Sweet 16 Friday, Nov. 17, but the Red 
and Green  made it all the way in 2016, winning the NCAA Division III national championship.

Women’s soccer celebrates after freshman Katy Mockett scores against Dominican Col-
lege Saturday, Nov. 11. Following a loss to No. 15 University of Wisconsin-La Crosse, 
the Bears concluded their season, finishing with a 17-2-1 record for the 2017 season.

aggressive offensively and 
counting on two backs, 
junior Hannah Menard 
and senior Kelly Von Zup, 
to keep the Eagle attack in 
check.

“When they got their 
goal, we weren’t going to 
leave anything behind us,” 
Conlon said in the post-
game press conference. “We 
were going to leave it on the 
field. And so, we pushed a 
lot of  numbers forward, left 
[Menard and Von Zup] on a 
big island.”

So, the crowd wrapped in 
red and green held its breath 
and sat tight, awaiting, 
expecting that 11th-hour 
delivery. With 40 minutes 
to go, then 30 minutes to 
go, then 20 minutes to go, 
Wash. U. ventured farther 
into unfamiliar territory, 
elimination impending. 
But it still felt less like time 
was running out and more 
like the clock was mov-
ing towards that thrilling 
moment.

And then, with 10 

minutes to go, the gut 
punch: an Eagle score, 
2-0. Wash. U. was now in 
unknown territory, down 
two goals for the first time 
all season.

But the Bears would 
not let it be the dagger. 
Just 55 seconds later, they 
scored one of  their sig-
nature, improbable yet 
highly unsurprising goals, 
a beautiful 30-yard strike 
by Menard, just her second 
of  the year. Finally on the 
board, the goal revitalized 

the belief  that the Red and 
Green had one more come-
back in them.

The Eagles, though, 
would not allow it. UWL 
executed perfectly down the 
stretch, frustrating Wash. 
U. by maintaining posses-
sion in the Red and Green 
half. With just over 30 sec-
onds remaining, the Bears 
forced one desperate chance 
near the UWL goal, but the 
ball was deflected out. The 
Eagles diverted the ensuing 
corner kick, and just like 

that, time was up on Wash. 
U.’s season.

“We did have a chance 
to tie it up,” Conlon said. 
“But La Crosse was very 
organized, and they did 
not make that mistake, so 
to speak, in the back. They 
never gave us a chance to 
capitalize on a mistake.”

It was an unsatisfying 
way to go out for the Bears, 
who took more shots than 
the Eagles in each half. 
In particular, the inability 
to take advantage of  five 

corner kicks in the first half  
came back to bite the Bears.

Of  course, only one play-
off  team can finish with a 
win, a fact Wash. U. knows 
well. This year, it’s one of  
the 63 whose season ended 
with a loss. But even with 
10 seniors graduating, the 
Bears will return a strong 
core, including eight of  11 
players who started double-
digit games and stand as 
good a chance as any team 
of  returning to the pinnacle 
in 2018.
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L
ast Thursday, 
my friend 
invited me to 
an event called 

DiversiTEA here on 
campus. I had little idea 
as to what to expect, other 
that I would be gifted with 
free tea (who can say no to 
that?). But the ideas and 
thoughts I received while 
there were far more valu-
able than any tea could 
ever be. 

One part of  the event 
that really remains with 
me was a modest activ-
ity. Everyone was given 
a paper star, with each 
color—red, green, blue 
and yellow—represent-
ing different people, their 
role in society and how 
society viewed them. Blue 
represented the white 
male, yellow for the white 
woman, green for the black 
male and red for the black 
woman, the star I was so 
fortunate to receive. The 
rules of  the activity were 
simply this: The facilita-
tor makes a statement that 

pertains to your star and 
subsequently you do to it 
what she asks. 

The statements the 
facilitator said originated, 
I believe, at the beginning 
of  the 1700s. To those 
with a blue star, she began 
with “you are a respected 
and privileged member of  
society. Your voice is heard 
and your rights as a citizen 
are protected,” followed 
by, “leave your star alone.” 
To those with a red star, 
she would read off  phrases 
such as “…you are noth-
ing but an object. You are 
worked, beaten and raped 
by an unforgiving owner. 
Your close family members 
have been sold to another 
plantation,” telling those 
to then remove a point 
from their star.

I did as I was told. By 
the end of  the activity, 
we had progressed to the 
1960s, which promised 
slight change but resulted 
in little variation in the 
way I treated my star. I 
sat back in my chair and 
remained silent, almost as 
if  a class had ended and I 
was waiting for the throng 
of  people to exit before I 

myself  left. I had no great 
moment of  realization. To 
me, the statements read 
were mere fact, things 
taught in history books, 
things I grew up learning 
as a black girl. It wasn’t 
until I looked up across 
from me and saw a girl—
so full of  joy just minutes 
ago—reduced to hushed 
tears, that I realized. She 
sat quietly, eyes red-
dened with sadness, tears 
rolling down her cheeks, 
which carried the weight 
of  a frustration, cried by 
thousands before her, tears 
that held the pain of  a past 
that should be unknown 
to her, but tears that even 
100 years later are being 
shed on young, beautiful 
faces, that resemble the 
hurt brought on by our 
American past. It was 
then I realized my own 
foolishness in accepting 
what I had been told as 
simply history, as opposed 
to the lives and the stories 
of  those who walked this 
earth before me. 

I looked at my little, red 
star, missing three points, 
folded and crumbled 
and distorted to a state 

unrecognizable from its 
initial shape, resembling 
now nothing more than a 
worthless wad of  red con-
struction paper, while the 
blue star had nothing but 
a single fold. One. Single. 
Fold. I realized then that 
the issue is less about how 
past affects the present and 
more about people in the 
present failing to acknowl-
edge how the past has 
affected each of  us.

Some may counter that 
American society has 
progressed, and these 
problems no longer hold 
validity. It’s true—we’ve 
progressed as a society. 
But if  we’ve come so far, 
why are events such as 
DiversiTEA still neces-
sary? We may not be living 
in the 1700s, but society’s 
negative views on minori-
ties and people of  color 
today have, in a way, not 
been destroyed but merely 
diminished.

I can remember an 
instance a year ago at my 
high school. In class, we 
had begun to talk about 
racial issues at the school. 
I claimed, as a minority, 
that the school indeed did 

have some problems in the 
realm of  race relations—
but my white counterparts 
insisted on telling me I 
was wrong and that racial 
issues did not exist at our 
quaint, suburban school.

I was shocked to hear 
this: How could they tell 
me what I was feeling as a 
minority? How could they 
simply write off  my emo-
tions like that, so carelessly 
and without regret? It’s 
circumstances like these 
that are the problem in 
today’s society. The prob-
lem (largely) isn’t blatant 
racism or flat out discrimi-
nation but small things, 
like this simple classroom 
conversation. Instead 
of  taking a step back to 
understand my perspec-
tive, they were quick, as 
the majority, to completely 
disregard my opinion, and 
no one could even fathom 
why this was wrong. These 
small instances, what 
many would refer to as 
microaggressions, demon-
strate the lack of  progress 
of  American society. 

One can almost view 
America today as a reno-
vated car. It started out 

rusty, paint-chipped and 
beaten, and a little paint 
and polishing made it look 
new. But underneath the 
shiny paint is the same, old 
car; we haven’t progressed 
as much as we like to 
claim we have. And the 
beaten, old car of  America 
shines through, without 
hesitation, in the actions 
of  many today. 

We have to realize that 
the past is not all forgot-
ten; it’s not some distant 
tale. Despite our efforts 
to remove ourselves from 
the affliction caused by 
those before us, we are 
still very much tied to it. 
It’s who we are, where we 
come from: It’s American 
history. 

We have to make an 
effort to understand one 
another, to understand that 
although we are connected 
to our past—we don’t have 
to make the same mistakes 
that were made then. If  
we’re going to proclaim 
and boast about our 
“extraordinary” progress, 
we need to start matching 
our actions to the words 
that we speak. It’s 2017, 
America. Time to change.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

What we’re thankful for

Bringing to life the importance of consideration
KYA VAUGHN
STAFF WRITER

U
nder the stress 
of  midterms, 
it’s easy for 
students to 

forget how many things 
there are to be thank-
ful for at Washington 
University—and the 
Student Life editorial board 
is no exception. We know 
we tend to criticize a lot, 
but hey! We’re not com-
pletely ungrateful. As a nice 
reminder to us all, here are 
some of  our favorite things 
on campus. 

As a sleep-deprived 
student who spends a 
disproportionate amount 
of  time in the Danforth 
University Center, I am 
grateful for Cafe Bergson. 
Over the past three years, 
I’ve developed a nice rap-
port with the workers. Plus, 
they never seem to judge 
me for ordering a blueberry 
muffin and an iced coffee 
for an 11 a.m. breakfast, 
only to return two hours 
later for a chocolate chip 
cookie. Dining Services 
at Wash. U. is generally 
amazing, but Cafe B holds 
a special place in my heart, 
especially since Whispers 
has been under renovation 
for the past year and a half. 
—Ella Chochrek, 
Editor-in-Chief

This semester espe-
cially (but also, always), 
I’m thankful for the trees 
on campus. They give us 
oxygen, they’re beautiful to 
look at, they’re nice shady 
spots to study under when 
the weather’s nice, they 

provide an ecosystem and 
food source for the abun-
dance of  squirrels that have 
the run of  the place—and 
they ask for nothing in 
return. With my spotty 
knowledge of  tree identifi-
cation, I’m elated when I 
recognize the ginkgos arch-
ing over Olin Library, the 
oaks supporting slackliners 
by Mudd Field and the 
tulip poplars (Liriodendron 
tulipfera, my favorite) lining 
Forsyth Boulevard. Even 
(especially) when I’ve just 
had a minor breakdown 
in the middle of  the DUC, 
spotting a familiar leaf  on 
the ground is immensely 
comforting. These trees are 
like old friends, and they 
never let me down. 
—Hanusia Higgins, Senior 
Scene Editor 

This year, I’m thankful 
for the libraries on campus. 
Whenever I huff  and puff  
my way onto Danforth 
Campus in the mornings, I 
often find myself  steering 
toward Olin Library to sit 
down and recombobulate 
myself  for a few minutes 
before class. While Olin 
Library is nice and all, 
my true sanctuary is the 
Ronald Rettner Earth and 
Planetary Sciences Library 
in Rudolph Hall. When I 
wake up in the morning, I 
strategically try to plan my 
day so that I have time to 
make the trek to sit and do 
work in it for a little after 
class. Seriously—I fantasize 
about this library’s wide 
cubicles, warm lighting and 
gentle hum of  its poster 

printer. I don’t know if  it’s 
the elusiveness of  its hours 
or its distant location, but 
something about the EpSci 
Library holds a special 
place in my heart. 
—Aidan Strassmann, Senior 
Forum Editor 

I am thankful for teach-
ing assistants. For every 
computer science class I’ve 
completed at Wash. U., 
there are four or five TAs 
who have donated a signifi-
cant amount of  their time to 
helping me cross the finish 
line. From labs to exams, 
the concepts have seldom 
come easily, but I can 
always count on someone to 
spend extra time explaining 
things to me once, twice or 
even three times over. 
—Aaron Brezel, Managing 
Editor

I am thankful for the 
person who decided to 
make iced tea refills on 
campus free (you didn’t 
know they were, did you?). 
Like most people (in my 
family, at least), I need a 
steady stream of  caffeine 
throughout the day in order 
to remain a functioning, 
relatively-pleasant-enough-
to-interact-with person. 
But at a certain point in 
my day, I need to start 
limiting the coffee so that 
I don’t feel like complete 
and utter trash. And I have 
a budget to keep an eye on. 
Thankfully, the University 
somehow understands 
this one need of  mine and 
facilitates my transition to 
tea—one free refill at a time. 

Just be careful not to save 
the cup for too long, I hear 
old plastic can be bad for 
you.
—Noa Yadidi, Managing 
Editor 

More than anything, I 
am thankful for the people 
of  Wash. U. Whether it be 
waving as a friend walks by 
on Mudd Field or just join-
ing a random table during 
Tuesday Tea, the people 
make Wash. U. my favorite 
place in the world and make 
leaving so soon so hard. 
—Wesley Jenkins, Director of  
Special Projects

Especially these days, 
I am thankful for the 
engineering buildings on 
the East End of  campus. 
To be clear: I have never 
been in Green Hall, or any 
interconnected building for 
any class, nor do I intend 
on ever taking an engineer-
ing class at Wash. U. But 
it is really cold out now, 
and those buildings are a 
true lifesaver when I am 
walking to campus from my 
apartment in the morn-
ing. Every morning, after 
spending approximately 45 
minutes waiting to cross 
the street at the corner 
of   Forest Park Parkway 
and Skinker Boulevard, 
there is no better feeling 
than opening the doors to 
Green Hall and getting to 
walk those sweet, sweet 
heated hallways and cut the 
amount of  time I have to 
spend out in the cold down. 
Plus there’s a cool statue of  
something I think might be 

a DNA double helix? Thank 
you so much, engineering 
buildings. 
—Jon Lewis, Senior Sports 
Editor

As we all loosen our 
belts in preparation for the 
annual Thanksgiving feast, 
I would like to express my 
gratitude for the Wash. 
U. dining experience. I 
appreciate that Wash. U. 
understands that college 
students are basically 
nocturnal creatures and 
keeps the dining halls open 
accordingly; that the dining 
staff  are always generous 
with their smiles and with 
their portion sizes; and that 
everyone is always willing to 
share their fries. To all this 
holiday season, may your 
half-and-half  be crisp and 
your favorite table be free. 
—Jeremy Goldstein, Copy 
Chief

I’m thankful for the 
reason we’re writing this 
editorial—Thanksgiving, 
the related break and all 
other Wash. U. breaks. Let’s 
face it, school can get rough 
at times in the waves of  
exams, projects and prob-
lem sets, not to mention the 
whistling winds urging you 
to secure an internship for 
summer and spend 10 hours 
a week in your favorite 
extracurricular activity. We 
all need a respite from the 
rat race, and Thanksgiving 
is the perfect one. It’s right 
before finals, gives you that 
extra boost into December 
and is the world’s best 
food holiday. Thanks, 

Thanksgiving—I’m count-
ing down the days to you. 
—Rohan Gupta, Senior Sports 
Editor

This holiday season, 
I’m infinitely grateful for 
the Beary Sweet Shoppe. 
Whether I’m picking up 
chocolate-covered pretzels 
for a movie night, nonpa-
reils for a study snack or 
toffee just for no reason at 
all, Beary Sweet somehow 
has everything I’ve ever 
wanted and needed for the 
past two years. Is it bad that 
I’m contemplating becom-
ing a resident adviser just 
so I can live on the South 
40—and thereby right next 
to Beary Sweet—until I 
graduate? 
—Ali Gold, Senior Cadenza 
Editor

While I am definitely 
looking forward to 
Thanksgiving break, I, like 
many other Wash. U. stu-
dents, dread the two weeks 
that will follow once every-
one’s back on campus. So 
this year, I am thankful for 
understanding professors. In 
past semesters, these last few 
classes have been crammed 
with exams, papers and pre-
sentations, and I appreciate 
those professors that have 
either deliberately planned 
the syllabus to avoid this 
chaos, or who are willing to 
meet with students to talk 
about changing a deadline. 
Thanks for making our 
lives a little bit easier before 
finals. 
—Elizabeth Grossman, Copy 
Chief



AIDAN STRASSMANN | SENIOR FORUM EDITOR | FORUM@STUDLIFE.COM STUDENT LIFE   9MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2017

W
hen you 
look back on 
your time at 
Washington 

University, what will you 
remember? For many, extra-
curricular activities provide 
some of the most meaningful 
interactions while in college. 
A big part of our growth and 
well-being as college students 
comes from getting involved 
on campus and engaging with 
our community. However, 
these experiences come at 
price. Club dues, performance 
tickets, retreats, uniforms, 
costumes, Senior Week events, 
competition and conference 
travel expenses can cost 
students hundreds of dollars 

throughout the semester. More 
than 80 percent of Wash. U. 
students surveyed last fall indi-
cated that their participation in 
club activities has been influ-
enced by financial barriers.

Student Union believes that 
socioeconomic status should 
not prevent students from 
having a complete under-
graduate experience. Over the 
past year, Student Union has 
partnered with student leaders 
from WU/FUSED and TRiO 
as well as Student Financial 
Services (SFS) and the Office 
of Student Success to create 
the Opportunity Fund. This 
fund seeks to ensure that finan-
cial circumstances will not 
be a barrier to extracurricular 
involvement. Similar SU ini-
tiatives attempted over the past 
eight years have fizzled out 

at the implementation phase 
due to issues of feasibility, 
anonymity and sustainability. 
With this history in mind, the 
Opportunity Fund task force 
researched similar initiatives 
at other universities and has 
worked with our campus 
partners to try and address 
some of these big issues that 
have prevented this project in 
the past.

After a year of research 
and planning, Student Union 
is proud to announce the 
official implementation of the 
Opportunity Fund. Student 
Financial Services will be 
contacting those students who 
are eligible. Eligible students 
will receive a certain amount 
of allocated money in order 
to help offset the costs of  
individual contributions for 

SU student group expenses. 
In order to respect the privacy 
of our fellow students and 
maintain anonymity, the 
eligibility criteria, the specific 
amount allocated to each indi-
vidual and the logistics of how 
students will be given access to 
the money will not be released 
to the general public. I also 
want to note that absolutely 
no member of Student 
Union, including myself, has 
been or will be made privy 
to any student’s financials. 
Only employees of Student 
Financial Services will have 
access to which students are 
eligible and using the fund.

The 2017-2018 school year 
will serve as the pilot year for 
the Opportunity Fund. In last 
year’s general budget session, 
Student Union’s Senate and 

Treasury allocated $30,000 to 
start this fund. This pilot year 
will allow us to further assess 
the best way to structure and 
implement the program in the 
long term. Moving forward, 
we hope to be able to expand 
the money in the fund, the 
number of students who have 
access to it and the types of  
activities it can be used on. 
Toward the end of the school 
year, SU will be administering 
a survey through SFS in order 
to solicit feedback on what 
students thought of the fund 
and how they would like to 
see the fund grow in the future. 
We also encourage those 
interested in this process to 
join the task force as we look 
to evaluate and improve upon 
the system we’ve established. 

We recognize that there is 

still a long way to go, but we 
are excited to be taking the 
first steps towards creating a 
campus that is inclusive of  
all backgrounds and where 
financial circumstances will 
no longer prevent students 
from having a full college 
experience.

I would like to recognize 
and thank the students who 
have been a part of the task 
force and have worked to 
lead this initiative so far: Alex 
Rutherford, Amaia Cook, 
Amir Hassan, Emily King, 
Gwen Klein, Katie Wood, 
Kenneth Sng, Lydia Duran, 
Mashoud Kaba, Mike Holtz, 
Olivia Williams, Shaun Ee 
and Varun Lahoti. It is your 
passion and hard work that 
has made the Opportunity 
Fund possible!

I 
never considered writing 
an op-ed for Student 
Life, either. Until now. I 
like to consider myself  

active in the political process 
(as much as busy a first-year 
can be) but not so much as 
to speak so publicly on the 
issues. What Senator Tyrin 
Truong said is completely 
true—this Student Union 
Senate election has absolutely 
been climactic. There was, in 
fact, a “scandal.”

But let me explain a few 
things. The act of publish-
ing an op-ed about a fellow 
senator is absolutely about 
“accountability,” but I feel the 
need to respond to this op-ed, 
particularly concerning the 
inaccurate facts and unfair 
conclusions used to attack 
another senator’s character 
and integrity.

As a disclaimer, I should 
state that I do not know 
Truong and have nothing 
against him personally. I 
am not writing this for any 
reason other than to respond 

to his public article recently 
published.

First is Truong’s assertion 
that because the fake account 
Senator Mia Hamernik 
made assumed identities of  
marginalized communities, 
she may not “champion 
[those] groups and their ide-
als.” What Truong failed to 
mention (which perhaps may 
be because he plainly was 
not aware) is that Hamernik 
did so in order to join a 
Washington University all-
male group chat, after hearing 
rumors from peers that 
inappropriate, misogynistic 
language and references were 
being made regarding female 
students. In order to investi-
gate, she made a fake account. 
In regard to the identity of the 
account, I don’t quite see why 
describing “James Santos” 
as a gay, Latino man keeps 
Hamernik from championing 
the ideals of the WashU Pride 
Alliance and Association of  
Latin American Students. 
In fact, Truong left out the 
messages themselves, and the 
context in which they were 
sent (which, arguably, makes 

the messages significantly less 
offensive).  

Truong also describes how 
Hamernik used the account 
to obtain the “infamous 
Gregg Adams ‘smash list’” 
and how the issue was put to 
rest over the summer, then 
resurfaced. Here’s where the 
problem arises: in stating 
that Hamernik “released 
the screenshots and actively 
encouraged others to do 
the same.” This is false. It 
appears as though Truong 
did not thoroughly inves-
tigate (or maybe even read 
the Constitutional Council’s 
opinion in its entirety) because 
such an investigation would 
reveal the following:  

Hamernik neither released 
the screenshots to the public 
nor to Student Life. Though 
she inquired to a peer about 
the possibility of releasing the 
information, she ultimately 
decided not to.

In fact, it was Senator 
Nathan Card who published 
that information.

Not only did Hamernik 
make the decision not to share 
such damaging information, 

she was pressured by Card 
to submit an op-ed about 
Adams’ statements and 
behavior, which she also 
refused to do. 

The decision made by 
Constitutional Council was 
not just based on a technical-
ity of the rule. In fact, the 
majority opinion states that it 
was because “reasoning [of  
the Election Commissioner] 
behind disqualifying both 
candidates was flawed.” 

These were all omitted 
from Truong’s account of  
what happened. 

Furthermore, the assertion 
that Hamernik “couldn’t care 
less about who or what ideas 
Adams was offending, only 
about exploiting his inap-
propriate behavior for her 
personal gain” might be true, 
if Hamernik had published 
the screenshots. But she 
didn’t. Maybe if she had pub-
licly shared the Student Life 
article condemning Adams on 
her personal Facebook page 
and stated, “Deeply disturb-
ing to say the least. Tomorrow 
is election day and it is my 
hope that you will vote for 

candidates who truly repre-
sent your beliefs…” (quoted 
from Senator Truong’s 
Facebook page, Nov. 6, 2:45 
p.m.). But she didn’t. 

Taking these observa-
tions into account, Truong’s 
entire point on Hamernik’s 
“strategic plan” to disrupt 
the election and further her 
political career makes no logi-
cal sense. But even if it did, 
what I find “abhorrent,” and 
frankly irritating as a constitu-
ent, is that he couldn’t take 
the time to get his facts right. 
Why did Hamernik create 
a fiasco out of this election? 
She didn’t. Adams did, when 
he made the inappropriate 
statements. Card did, when 
he released them to Student 
Life. Truong did, when he 
published a lengthy article, 
full of basic factual inaccura-
cies, in order to score political 
points in a game that was over 
a week ago. 

I voted for both of these 
candidates. Though I know 
Hamernik personally, my 
intention is not to justify her 
actions or spin the outcome. 
People who want the full 

details should read the 
accompanying article from 
Student Life as well as the 
Con Council decision. I only 
write to point out the inac-
curacies and provide context 
omitted from Truong’s op-ed, 
as well as make the follow-
ing point about a double 
standard in transparency and 
accountability:

Senator Truong, we elected 
you to represent the people. 
Your article claimed to “walk 
us through” the situation but 
lacked and misconstrued 
basic factual details. You 
ran on transparency and 
accountability that “we can 
believe in” but were unwilling 
to gather facts beyond those 
that supported your views 
of Hamernik. I’d pose the 
same question you did in your 
article: Is this what we want 
from our student leaders?

To be clear, I want to 
believe in you and support 
your efforts to turn SU around 
by being accountable and 
transparent. And I’m begging 
that you start now, because 
you’re right: Hamernik is not 
exempt. But neither are you. 

I 
had never considered 
writing an op-ed for 
Student Life—until 
now. Tyrin Truong 

clearly has nothing better 
to do with his time than 
attack people over an elec-
tion he’s already won (hey, 
Tyrin? Aren’t you supposed 
to be busy representing us 
in Student Union or some-
thing?). Well that’s OK, 
Tyrin. I have two essays to 
put off and a chemistry exam 
to procrastinate studying for. 

So, let’s dissect your argu-
ment together, shall we?

Let me start by strongly 
condemning Gregg Adams. 
What he wrote was offensive 
and absolutely disqualifies 
him as a candidate. You 
also condemned Gregg, 
didn’t you, Tyrin? Except, 
you didn’t actually because 
you wrote an entire article 
about how mad you were 
that someone exposed his 
misogyny, suggesting that 
you’re more upset about the 
fact that he was called out 
than you were about the fact 
that he was being a sexist pig 

on a public forum.
So, let me follow up on 

condemning Gregg by con-
demning you. You didn’t even 
check your facts before you 
wrote that article. Yes, Mia 
Hamernik posted Gregg’s 
comments in the girl’s chat 
(and yes, those women 
deserved to be informed), 
but she didn’t send the article 
to Student Life—another 
candi date did. Interestingly 
enough, that candidate’s 
name never showed up in 
your article, perhaps because 
he’s a man? After all, you 
seem to be more interested in 

complaining about women 
exposing sexism than you are 
in addressing sexism—so, 
maybe you have your own 
biases.

Mia didn’t send anything 
into Student Life—but you 
did, didn’t you Tyrin? It’s a 
little hypocritical, don’t you 
think? You blasted Mia about 
how wrong it was to expose 
another student in Student 
Life, claiming she had ill 
intentions (with an argument 
full of logical fallacies, specu-
lation, false information and 
grammatical errors, I might 
add). And yet, you’re doing 

exactly what you claimed 
she did. Wasting your time, 
completely missing the issue 
at hand here, which is that 
someone, who intended to 
represent our student body, 
showed very little respect 
for roughly 53 percent of  
our population (that’s the 
percentage of women at our 
school. Unlike you, I check 
my facts). So, what are your 
motives, Tyrin? Your article 
talked about your intentions 
as a senator, but I don’t see 
how you can carry out any of  
your proposed actions when 
you’re busy falsely accusing 

women like this is Salem, 
Mass in 1692. Your intentions 
were to start a conversation 
about Mia, but instead, you 
made yourself look foolish. 
In trying to expose someone 
else, you exposed your true 
character. You couldn’t care 
less about sexism, just women 
that (you think) are exposing 
it to the students who deserve 
to know. Check yourself  
before you wreck yourself, 
sweetie.

This article is in no way 
an attack on you, Tyrin, but 
rather a means of holding 
you accountable.

Check the ingredients in your pudding, Tyrin Truong

The proof is in his op-ed: Tyrin Truong is a hypocrite

MAX KLAPOW
CLASS OF 2021

JADA GARDNER
CLASS OF 2021
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OP-ED SUBMISSION

Student Union launches Opportunity Fund
SYDNEY ROBINSON
SU PRESIDENT

OP-ED SUBMISSION

I
’ve always understood 
the celebration of  
Thanksgiving to be 
a time of welcoming 

expansion—around the holi-
days, everyone is family, and 
everyone is loved. There’s the 
food, sure, but the reason for 
the season is the people. Food 
is just the incentive. 

But as I’ve gone through 
my college career at 
Washington University, my 
personal Thanksgiving cel-
ebrations have lost face after 
face. There was the divorce. 
The Alzheimer’s. The oxygen 
tank. The funeral. 

There were the cousins 
getting real jobs and moving 
away. The cousins getting into 

college and moving away. 
The cousins realizing that 
money is tight and coming 
back after moving away just 
isn’t as easy as movies made 
us think it would be. 

So, my Thanksgiving cele-
bration these days consists of  
my mom, my sister and me. 
Just us three, eating the usual 
foods around the usual time 
and then going about our 
lives as we would any other 
day. The food is still there, but 
the people aren’t. So, what’s 
the incentive to celebrate?

As I’ve listened to people 
say “I hate Wash. U.” or “I 
need to go home” or “I miss 
my family” over the past few 
weeks because of midterms 
bearing down on them and 
essays waiting to be written, 
I’ve had to bite my tongue. 

I’m excited to go home and 
see my mom and my sister 
and maybe my friends from 
high school that are still 
around, but nothing feels so 
urgently necessary about it.

You see, while my own 
family disappeared, and 
our table got smaller and 
smaller, it was the people 
here who became my family 
and the community I want to 
celebrate. 

For all of its academic 
rigors and its social pressures 
and its mind-numbing rou-
tines, Wash. U. has a certain 
homeliness to it. There’s the 
small things—waving as you 
pass the people you see nearly 
every day—and the bigger 
ones, like the outpouring of  
support I see the community 
give whenever a tragedy 

occurs. The people of Wash. 
U. look out for each other and 
build each other up, just as a 
family should. 

A few weeks ago, Rembert 
Browne wrote a reflection 
titled “Thank You God, for 
Black Thanksgiving,” detail-
ing his own experiences with 
his family’s Thanksgiving cel-
ebrations in Atlanta. For the 
most part, Browne struggles 
in the piece with the idea 
that now, at 30, the family 
will soon be his to run. “The 
dishes, the stories, the history 
of our family—this was on us 
to learn and to perfect, start-
ing today,” Browne wrote, 
explaining the helplessness he 
felt in the face of that task.

The piece struck me for 
two reasons. First, I would 
never be passed down a 

family celebration and would 
need to build my own. There 
are no formal dishes, stories 
or history in the Jenkins 
family. There are no positive 
traditions that I need to keep 
alive. I will not be accepting 
the torch, so much as finding 
the wood and tinder and 
kerosene to make a new one. 

Second, and more impor-
tantly, I realized it was my 
time to pass along my Wash. 
U. family. At this point, with 
my graduation only three 
weeks away, I am quickly 
slipping into the forced 
irrelevance all seniors face 
during the end of their Wash. 
U. career. 

While I have always been 
reluctant to leave these 
grounds for any break, I have 
no choice, now.

So, before I leave for good, 
I have a request: Make sure 
that Wash. U. stays a safe 
space for people like me. 
Know that amidst the stress 
and the constant feelings of  
not doing enough, there are 
some who take so much sol-
ace from being here, around 
all of you. 

That’s not to say every-
one needs to love Wash. U. 
because trust me, I get it—this 
place is a pressure cooker. It’s 
only meant to say thank you 
for being who you are and 
doing what you’re already 
doing. 

The humans of Wash. U. 
have made this campus my 
place of welcoming expan-
sion, and I’m so thankful that 
it lasts more than one day 
each year. 

WESLEY JENKINS
SENIOR EDITOR

Finding grace amongst a dwindling family
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SCENE
Which Danforth Campus library should you study in?

As the end of  the semester approaches, exams, projects and papers loom larger than ever. It’s getting too cold to study outside (although that roaring fireplace by the Danforth 
University Center sure does look cozy). So, which campus library should you retreat into? Take this quiz and find out.  —Hanusia Higgins, Senior Scene Editor

What’s your favorite cold-weather beverage?
A) Pumpkin spice lattes. I love fall!!!!!!

B) Hot chocolate. It’s so cozy.

C) Horchata. You’ve probably never heard of  it.

D) Double espresso. I need the energy.

How much have you 
procrastinated that paper you need 

to write?
A) A normal amount, probably. My 
roommate and I were binge-watching 
“The Office” last night, and the paper 
is due tomorrow, but I write my intro-
duction. So, that’s something.

B) The situation isn’t too dire. I have 
all my sources and a pretty good out-
line. Now, I just need to buckle down 
for a few hours and write it.

C) Well, I started writing, but it’s going 
in a completely different direction than 
I expected. So, it’s going to take a while 
to get on track and make it make sense 
to anybody but me.

D) Uhh...what paper?

What kind of music do you like to 
listen to while studying?

A) Mostly the new releases playlist on 
Spotify. But tonight I’ll be jammin’ out 
to Taylor Swift’s new album. (I haven’t 
bought it, but my friend emailed me the 
MP3 files. I’ll forward it to you, if  you 
don’t tell anybody.)

B) Nothing like some nice, mellow 
indie-folk to get me in a studying 
mood. Around this time of  year, I like 
to break out Christmas jams, too—but 
only Zooey Deschanel covers.

C) Literally everything. You think you 
“listen to all kinds of  music?” You have 
no idea, kid.

D) I only study in total silence. Music 
is distracting.

What’s your perspective on group projects?
A) The more, the merrier—as long as they’re pulling their weight, anyway. I prefer 
having other people around to bounce ideas off  and share the workload.  

B) They’re fine, if  the group is organized and we can split up the work. 

C) Usually, I find that working in a group stifles my creativity. 

D) I definitely prefer to work alone.

Describe your ideal weekend 
getaway. 

A) Hanging with all of  my friends in a 
big city (sorry, St. Louis doesn’t count).

B) Hunkering down in a cozy cabin in 
the woods, preferably decorated with 
cool old globes and stuff, reading books 
by a roaring fireplace.

C) Road-tripping to see my favorite 
band at a hip, underground music 
venue.

D) Staying in a dreamy, remote castle 
on a hilltop—preferably one shrouded 
in fog—where I can glide through 
the gilded halls and drift between 
Corinthian columns in complete 
isolation. 

Finally, what’s your favorite TV 
show to watch while you’re 

pretending to study?
A) “This Is Us.” I get so emotional, 
and then I have to pretend that my eyes 
are watering because my contact lens 
slipped, but I don’t even wear contacts.

B) “Planet Earth” (narrated by David 
Attenborough, of  course!).

C) “The Get Down.” Netflix cancel-
ling this masterpiece was the worst part 
of  2017.

D) “Law & Order: SVU.” Nothing 
like some semi-realistic crime drama 
to help me simultaneously escape my 
course load and get inspired to work 
harder.

Mostly As: Olin Library
 
You don’t like to stray too far from 

the crowd and prefer to be surrounded 
by friends than to study alone. Olin 
Library, with its prime location in 
the middle of  campus and a social 
scene that’s more poppin’ than some 
frat houses, is your go-to for end-of-
semester studying. We’re at the unique 
point where construction on the 
library is (allegedly) almost complete. 
And virtually every day there’s a new 
obstacle to maneuver around in Olin, 
like a fun game! And if  you ever need 
to buckle down (or take a quick nap), 
you can retreat to the upper floors or 
the B Stacks, respectively. Olin really 
has it all.

Mostly Bs: Ronald 
Rettner Earth & 

Planetary Sciences 
Library

Tucked away in Rudolph Hall is this 
hidden gem that will perfectly comple-
ment your personality—the Earth & 
Planetary Sciences Library. (Rudolph 
also contains literal gems, many of  
which are on display on the bottom 
floor.) This small, warmly decorated 
library is the perfect place to settle into 
a cozy chair or study cubicle and crank 
out some work. And if  you need a 
coffee break, Kayak’s is a quick, five-
minute walk away. 

Mostly Cs: Gaylord 
Music Library

You’re a true individual and don’t 
care who knows it—actually, maybe 
you do care, and you want everyone to 
know it. Your “eclectic” taste in music 
can only be satiated at the Gaylord 
Music Library, located just across from 
the DUC on Forsyth Boulevard. The 
music library boasts extensive col-
lections of  music. So, you can study 
and jam out at the same time. Plus, its 
somewhat off-the-beaten-path nature 
means you won’t be bothered by plebe-
ian Olin-dwellers.

Mostly Ds: Law Library

You’re intensely focused, you reject 
distractions, and you need a study 
environment to match. The Law 
Library in Anheuser-Busch Hall is 
deathly silent—as in, you’ll probably 
die if  you make any noise that disrupts 
your fellow library patrons. This spot 
is also gorgeously picturesque, so you 
can admire the artfully arched windows 
while you (silently) weep and write 
your paper at a furious pace. The only 
drawback to the Law Library is its 
limited hours. No one will bother you 
here, as long as you don’t bother them. 
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