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in Graham Chapel 
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Chris Bernardi is 
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a new film, ‘Coco’ 
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Coming to stands near you Nov. 20

THE

NOVEMBER 20th

Students rally while waiting for results of challenged ballots
Graduate students forge ahead 

PHOTOS BY OLIVIA SZYMANSKI | STUDENT LIFE

Graduate students in favor of unionizing demonstrate outside Brookings Hall Friday. The Oct. 25-26 election on whether or not to unionize ended 216-174 
against unionization, but an additional 174 challenged ballots made the result of the vote ultimately inconclusive. The demonstrators outside Brookings 
demanded various improvements in working conditions from University administration, as they wait for the results of the vote to be finally decided.

Student Union’s Sports Club Board likely to be reinstated

Student 
Union elects 
Adler and 
Nahra to 
speakerships
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Student Union’s Sports Club 
Board will likely be reinstated 
after a multi-year hiatus.

Since Sports Club Board (SCB) 
disbanded several years ago, many 
students and coaches have felt 
the need for a unifying body to 
address common concerns among 
sports clubs. SCB intended to be 
an advocacy group as well as a 
governance board for 42 sports 
clubs—comprised of  about 1,200 
students—and to foster a relation-
ship between sports clubs and SU.

SCB’s constitution was recently 
approved by both Senate and 
Treasury, meaning that SCB is 
on track to become an official 
entity of  Student Union with the 
consent of  SU Executive Board. 
Junior and Speaker of  the Senate 
Brian Adler expressed excitement 
for SCB’s potential in uniting vari-
ous sports clubs on campus.

“Sports Club Board [will] serve 
to advocate, organize and build 

a community for the sports clubs 
on campus. They will be fighting 
for the issues that the sports clubs 
care about,” Adler said.

Although many undergraduate 
students have not heard of  SCB, it 
is not new to campus.

“We are bringing SCB back as 
a Student Union entity, and we 
have updated the rules by which 
SCB will operate. We have defined 
what membership looks like, what 
each [SCB exec] position will do 
and what [SCB’s] purpose is,” 
Adler said. 

According to Adler, there 
are three steps in the confirma-
tion of  SCB. The first two are 
the approval of  the constitution 
and leadership by Senate and 
Treasury, respectably. Both passed 
SCB’s proposal and statutes 
unanimously, and both confirmed 
senior Isabelle Trier as SCB’s 
incoming president. The last step 
will be getting confirmation from 
SU’s executive board.

According to Trier, sports clubs 
currently lack unification, even 

though their goals are similar.
“We don’t have a great sense 

of  community between differ-
ent sports clubs. Additionally, we 
realize that we do have a lot of  
problems that we all share,” Trier 
said.

One major problem that SCB 
will face is SU’s pending travel 
policy, which will define how, 
when and where sports clubs can 
travel for games and tournaments.

“Treasury and the University 
are working on building a coher-
ent set of  rules for how clubs can 
go about travel, how they are 
insured [and] how far they are 
able to travel. Unlike most univer-
sities, we actually did not already 
have rules in place. Essentially, 
travel was a free-for-all where stu-
dents could travel however they 
wanted to. The University is try-
ing to fill those issues,” Adler said.

Despite the complexity and 
ambiguity of  the SU travel policy, 
Director of  Sports Clubs Sean 
Curtis is hopeful that SCB can 
help facilitate discussion and 

agreement between sports clubs 
and SU on the travel policy.

“We are hopefully giving some 
insight to Student Union on how 
we can make this a travel policy 
that works for our groups,” Curtis 
said. 

SCB will also have to address 
issues regarding facilities, shared 
storage and an emergency fund 
so players do not have to pocket 
the costs of  any travel. But accord-
ing to Curtis, SCB will deal with 
fewer financial and more policy 
issues than the previous iteration 
of  it did.

“This is really different than 
the Sports Club Board in that past 
[which] dealt more with finances 
and budgets; we’re not really 
involved in that as far as alloca-
tions go,” Curtis said.

Trier explained that her main 
goal is to help solve problems and 
address concerns in clubs.

“I will be taking all the con-
cerns and ideas that sports club 
leaders may have and going to the 
appropriate people to figure those 

out,” Trier said.
Both Trier and Adler conveyed 

the importance of  SCB’s presence 
on campus.

“Sports clubs are really impor-
tant at a place like Wash. U. 
where academics are so rigorous. 
It’s really important to have that 
type of  outlet and to have a com-
munity not only with your own 
sports club but [also] within sports 
clubs so that we get as many stu-
dents interested and participating 
as possible,” Trier said.

“I think it’s crazy that we went 
a couple years without having 
one. We have such a large body 
[of  sports clubs] on campus who 
are all doing similar things but 
are interacting very little with one 
another. They all share similar 
problems and similar challenges 
on campus,” Adler said. “I think 
the new Sports Club Board is 
filling a void that unfortunately 
existed from a couple years ago. 
I am excited to see that [sports 
clubs] will [receive] the advocacy 
and representation they deserve.”

Junior Brian Adler and sopho-
more Alia Nahra were elected 
speakers of  Senate and Treasury, 
respectively, in an internal 
Student Union election held 
Tuesday. They will preside in 
office until next semester’s elec-
tions in March.

In addition, committee chairs 
were elected as follows: sopho-
more Shelly Gupta to Treasury 
budget, sophomore Andrew 
Kocins to Treasury activities, 
sophomore Jeff  Berkowitz to 
Senate projects, sophomore 
Olivia Williams to Senate out-
reach and junior Joey Vettiankal 
to Senate resolutions.

The internal election process 
is organized such that junior 
Tess Mandoli, vice president of  
administration, oversees the ini-
tial election process by asking for 
nominations for each position. 
Nominees then either accept or 
reject their nominations, and 
those who accept have five min-
utes of  presentation time with an 
additional five minutes for ques-
tions. Other nominations for that 
position are required to leave the 
room during this time. Once the 
speaker of  the body is elected, 
that individual runs the rest of  
the election process.

Most nominations are for 
candidates who are already run-
ning in the election; however, in 
Tuesday night’s election, a write-
in candidate—Berkowitz—won 
the position of  projects commit-
tee chair.

According to Adler, the write-
in was unanticipated.

“He wasn’t necessarily plan-
ning on running,” Adler said, 
“Usually, you have a lot of  pre-
pared statements, and everybody 
knows what’s going to happen 
going in. So, it was just more 
interesting and surprising than 

Despite being stalled in their 
unionization process due to 174 
challenged votes, graduate students 
continued to put pressure on the 
administration by rallying outside 
Brookings Hall at 2 p.m. Monday, 
Nov. 15.

The results of  the Oct. 25-26 
election to unionize were incon-
clusive when 174 votes were 
challenged due to the eligibil-
ity of  certain voters being called 
into question. The challenged 
ballots were primarily masters 
students and Ph.D. candidates in 
the Institute of  Material Science 
& Engineering, whose eligibility 
had not been determined by the 
National Labor Relations Board 
(NLRB) at the time of  the vote.

Two members of  the organiz-
ing committee were also left off  
the University’s voting list, includ-
ing Sarah Siegel, a fifth-year 
student in the history Ph.D. pro-
gram. Although she expected to 

be eligible as a Ph.D. student and 
an assistant to the instructor, her 
name was not listed among eligible 
voters. Siegel testified before the 
NLRB and Washington University 
lawyers during hearings.

“When it came time to actually 
vote, the University left my name, 
along with all masters students and 
IMSE students, off  the list of  eli-
gible voters. So, let’s be clear: This 
was voter suppression,” Siegel 
said. “But here’s the thing: I don’t 
have time to wait through months 
of  legal hearings for my vote to be 
counted. We all need our voices to 
be heard right now.”

A number of  graduate students, 
including Siegel, marched into 
Provost Holden Thorp’s office dur-
ing the rally to make demands and 
continue negotiations.

“We’re launching the next phase 
of  our campaign today. We’re 
standing up to the administration 
and telling them what we deserve 
from the University,” Siegel said.

Frustration from Siegel and 
the other graduate students is 

understandable; the process of  get-
ting the challenged votes counted 
is complicated and could take over 
a year to complete.

“We have to go through a 
lengthy process with the NLRB to 
actually get all those votes counted, 
and each one of  those votes we 
actually have to argue for the spe-
cific situation that the person is in, 
[and] we have to actually subpoena 
information from the University,” 
graduate student Luciano Santino 
said.

According to Santino, each 
challenged vote will have to be 
contested in a hearing. Even if  
the regional board agrees that the 
voter was eligible, the University’s 
lawyers can then challenge that 
decision and appeal it to the 
Washington NLRB. The back-and-
forth nature of  this process could 
result in a long waiting period for 
the graduate student union.

At Northwestern University, 
a similar situation of  challenged 
votes occurred when the non-ten-
ure-track faculty voted to unionize 

in 2016. It took about a year and 
a half  to get the challenged votes 
counted, resulting in a close win, 
with 229 votes in favor of  a union 
and 219 against. 

Despite the long procedure 
ahead, Santino feels confident that 
the votes will turn out in favor of  
a union.

“We’re actually pretty sure that 
we have enough votes to actually 
win; it’s the process of  [getting 
the challenged votes counted],” 
Santino said.

Although positive about the vot-
ing outlook, Santino explained 
that the graduate students are 
not guaranteed anything if  the 
NLRB decides to revert the 2016 
Columbia University decision 
that gave graduate students at the 
university the right to unionize—
a possibility that many existing 
graduate student unions are con-
cerned about under the Trump 
administration.

“If  we go through that process, 
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Trans awareness week aims to 
promote understanding, inclusivity
ELENA QUINONES
STAFF REPORTER

The Office of  
Sustainability is on a path 
toward zero waste but 
must currently deal with 
recycling and composting 
issues. 

In the Office of  
Sustainability’s strategic 
plan, it aims to achieve a 
55 percent waste diversion 
rate and reduce the amount 
of  consumer-generated 
waste by 35 percent on the 
Danforth Campus by 2020. 
Recycling and composting 
are both important com-
ponents to achieving those 
goals.

The Office of  
Sustainability encountered 
a problem in 2016 when a 
number of  recycling loads 
were rejected due to high 
rates of  contamination. 

“[The composting facil-
ity] only accepts 3 percent 
contaminated compost, 
so it means that if  people 
threw their plastic knives in 
with their to-go boxes that 

would be enough to throw 
out the whole bag because 
it’s just a little more than 3 
percent,” sophomore and 
Congress of  the South 40 
Sustainability Chair Jacob 
Halladay-Glynn said. 

Now, the Office of  
Sustainability aims to 
reduce contamination of  
recycling and compost-
ing loads on campus this 
through a number of  dif-
ferent initiatives, including 
a green office program that 
encourages offices across 
the University to imple-
ment sustainable practices. 
The Office of  Sustainability 
also did a re-signage cam-
paign last year to correct 
misconceptions on what 
was recyclable last year. 

According to 
Sustainability Manager 
Cassie Hage, the Office 
of  Sustainability also has 
members of  the Washington 
University community edu-
cate one another through 
the Recycling Geniuses pro-
gram, wherein students and 
employees can get trained 

with in-depth knowledge 
about materials and what 
goes where and why. 

Washington University 
Green Ambassadors 
(WUGAs) are another tool 
the Office of  Sustainability 
uses to educate students on 
how to sort their waste.  

“The WUGA program 
runs that sorting program 
where there are three 
people or less in front of  
those sorting places in 
[Bear’s Den] where they 
tell you where to sort [your 
waste.] That’s for the first 
two weeks in the hopes 
that people will learn 
how to sort it from there,” 
Halladay-Glynn said. 

Halladay-Glynn believes 
there should be a shift to 
using more compostable 
materials, as there’s a limit 
to what can be recycled. 

“I think that’s the great 
final solution and so having 
our school be an example, 
especially in the St. Louis 
area that doesn’t have as 
much composting as other 
areas, is a really great way 

for us to shine the light on 
[the] St. Louis region,” 
Halladay-Glynn said. 

Currently there are 
only post-consumer com-
post collections in Bear’s 
Den, the Law School and 
Hillman Hall, whereas 
there are pre-consumer 
compost collections (food 
trimmings, spoiled food) 
in all the dining facilities 
that Bon Appetit operates 
and in Whittemore House, 
according to Hage. 

There are no reported 
plans to increase the num-
ber of  post-consumer 
compost collections on 
campus.

“The post-consumer 
areas that we do have 
were rolled out as pilots 
and we haven’t demon-
strated such consistent 
results with successful 
composting that there’s a 
good case to be made to 
roll it out elsewhere. It 
is expensive to compost, 
particularly if  there’s 
contamination. Where 
recycling can withstand 

a 20 percent contamina-
tion threshold—which is 
pretty high—compost, by 
comparison, can only take 
2 to 3 percent. Because 
that threshold is so low it’s 
been very challenging to 
not get contamination fees, 
which essentially triples the 
amount we’re paying for it 
compared to just landfilling 
it. And that’s a pretty hard 
value proposition,” Hage 
said. 

While recycling and 
composting are both 
important measures, Hage 
believes there should also 
be an emphasis on waste 
minimization. 

“There’s a really big 
opportunity to encourage 
people to sit down and 
eat in place or to use the 
Eco To-Go program to 
reduce the waste overall. 
So although the materials 
are being composted and 
recycled most of  the time 
if  they’re put in the right 
places, there’s still an envi-
ronmental impact for those 
lifecycle of  those materials 

that are being used one 
time. So. I think it’s really 
important that message gets 
across to students where 
possible to take advantage 
of  the reusable infrastruc-
ture,” Hage said. 

Hage believes waste 
reduction is a pathway to 
sustainability. 

“It’s also a really solvable 
issue. It’s not something 
like climate change, which 
seems so huge, and you 
need to have the politics 
aligned and all these big 
picture things. So, it seems 
really daunting, whereas 
something like recycling 
and waste management is 
really up to the individual 
user of  making the quick 
decision at each disposal 
point. Especially when we 
talk about our diversion 
goal to get to 55 percent, 
it’s super achievable if  peo-
ple put value on it and put 
a couple of  extra moments 
understanding what goes 
where and then separating 
out the materials,” Hage 
said. 

WashU Pride Alliance’s 
annual Trans Awareness 
Week, which brings 
events and speakers to 
Washington University 
to celebrate and recog-
nize transgender identities 
and experiences, started 
Monday, Nov. 13 and will 
end Monday, Nov. 20.

Trans Awareness 
Week (TAW) events are 
educational and celebra-
tory experiences for all 
Washington University 
students, meant to make 
campus more inclusive for 
transgender and nonbinary 
students. 

On Monday, Pride 
Alliance hosted a pre-
sentation with St. Louis’ 
Metro Trans Umbrella 
Group, a locally based 
advocacy group that works 
to make St. Louis a more 
inclusive community and 
raise awareness about 
transgender violence. 
Students are also tabling 
in the Danforth University 
Center and the Bear’s 
Den throughout the week 
to raise awareness about 
transgender identities and 
issues. 

In addition to edu-
cational programming 
throughout the week, 
Pride Alliance is hosting 

queer Latinx poet and 
activist Christopher Soto 
at 6 p.m. Thursday in 
Umrath Lounge, and a 
screening of  Sean Baker’s 
documentary “Tangerine,” 
which follows the experi-
ences of  transgender sex 
workers in Los Angeles, 
Friday at 6 p.m. in Simon 
Hall’s May Auditorium.

The week comes to a 
close with Trans Day of  
Awareness, an event for 
which students are invited 
to gather and honor the 
lives of  transgender people 
murdered during 2017. 
This closing event will 
take place at the Center for 
Diversity and Inclusion on 
Monday at 6 p.m.

Organizers want to 
emphasize that all stu-
dents are welcome to 
TAW events, especially 
Monday’s vigil.

“I think to be in a space 
where the gravity of  the 
situation is apparent is so 
important,” sophomore 
and Pride Alliance Event 
Chair Luka Cai Minglu 
said. “[Trans Day of  
Awareness] is an under-
emphasized event, but I 
think more people should 
come.”

Freshman Bread Lee 
also emphasized the 
importance of  raising turn-
out for TAW events.

“I guess that a problem 

with these events is that 
the people who show up 
are the people who already 
know about the informa-
tion presented,” Lee said. 
“It’s hard to make other 
people want to care.”

According to senior 
Jaime Swank, TAW 
events are important for 
transgender visibility and 
awareness on campus.

“There’s not a whole 
lot of  transgender visibil-
ity on campus, so I think 
it’s super important that 
we have events like this 
to bring attention to the 
issues that transgender stu-
dents face, so that maybe 
we can start understanding 
transgender students over-
all,” Swank said. 

Minglu thinks the 
Washington University 
community can do more 
as a whole to make the 
campus a better space for 
transgender and gender 
nonconforming students.

“I think certain bar-
riers can be removed 
to make trans people 
and nonbinary people 
feel more included and 
accepted,” Minglu said. 
“Students and allies can 
do better by going to edu-
cational events, embracing 
humility, being account-
able and being OK with 
being wrong and being 
corrected.”

THURSDAY 16

Lecture: “Issues for Lawyers Representing Foreign Clients”
Anheuser-Busch Hall, Room 309, noon
Presenter David Detjen, senior counsel, Alston & Bird. Co-sponsored by Harris World 
Law Institute.

4th Annual Danforth Tree Planting: Call for Planter Volunteers
Graham Chapel Main Entrance, 1:30 p.m.
Join us by the main entrance of Graham Chapel to meet with Kent Theiling, Wash. U.’s 
grounds and landscape design manager. Kent will be leading the event, sharing his arbor-
ist expertise and teaching us how to plant trees before winter. Please RSVP online.

FRIDAY 17

Workshop in Politics, Ethics, and Society—“Physician Limits on Patient Access to 
Contraception”
Seigle Hall, Room 248, noon
Jill Delston, University of Missouri-St. Louis. Discussant: Katherine Sweet, Saint Louis 
University. Sponsored by the Department of Political Science. Part of the Workshop in 
Politics, Ethics and Society.

Secondary Data in Aging Interest Group
Hillman Hall, Room 300, 3:30 p.m.
Mark Rank, social welfare, Brown School, will discuss using life tables as an analytical 
technique for identifying life course patterns. Sponsored by the Friedman Center for Ag-
ing at the Institute for Public Health.

Saint Louis Astronomical Society—“Pluto and Beyond—Looking to New Horizons”
McDonnell Hall, Room 162, 7:30 p.m.
An illustrated presentation by William McKinnon, Earth and Planetary Sciences. Co-
sponsored by the McDonnell Center for the Space Sciences and NASA’s Missouri Space 
Grant Consortium.

SATURDAY 18

Saturday Science Lecture: “Why does thunder rumble?”
Laboratory Sciences Bldg., Room 300, 10 a.m.
Carl Bender, physics. Lectures will be presented by physics faculty members and are 
tailored for the general public. Sponsored by the Department of Physics. 

SUNDAY 19

Washington University Choirs present “Reformation/Revolution”
560 Music Center, 560 Trinity Ave., 63130, E. Desmond Lee Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m.
The centerpiece of the program is a cantata by Alice Parker called “A Sermon from the 
Mountain: Martin Luther King.” Sponsored by the Dept. of Music.

SU from page 1 

UNION from page 1 

WU aims to decrease recycling contamination, become waste-free
KATHLEEN WHITE
STAFF REPORTER

most internal elections I’ve 
been a part of, and I’ve 
been a part of  a lot.”

Speakers represent the 
Senate and Treasury in SU 
Exec meetings, have votes 
in SU Exec meetings and 
oversee the chairs of  their 
individual bodies. Their 
most tangible function is in 
Senate or Treasury meet-
ing where they conduct 
conversation, have agenda 
setting power and mediate 
conflicts.

As newly elected speaker 
of  the senate, Adler 
believes that SU should 
be more involved with the 
student body, and he hopes 
to make the body more 
accessible to the public 
and respond more quickly 
to events.

“I know that there was a 
lot of  frustration last term, 
and rightfully so, when 
we respond late to things 
like the Stockley verdict 
or other national or local 
events that really involve 
the student body,” Adler 
said. “one of  my main 
goals is to make us all more 

accessible and more aware 
of  things going on around 
us and not only reacting to 
them but anticipating that 
things are coming.”

In addition to this, Adler 
plans to use his role in 
Senate to shed more light 
on issues he cares about.

“I am extremely passion-
ate about mental health 
and also sexual violence 
prevention,” Adler said. 
“Being the speaker allows 
me to help prioritize these, 
help provide oversight to 
both these initiatives.”

Newly elected Treasury 
activities committee chair 
Kochins believes that his 
position could benefit from 
working with the budget 
committee to help student 
groups better understand 
SU resources.

“I am hoping to grow us 
a little bit more into a role 
of  being a resource for stu-
dent groups because a lot 
of  the times student groups 
are a little confused with 
how to use SU resources or 
how to best use SU, and I 
think that’s something that 

we and the budget commit-
tee can really [work on],” 
Kochins said.

Adler believes that he 
will work well with the 
other elected chairs and 
Nahra as they are working 
towards a common goal.

“They actually share a 
similar vision that I do, 
and we have the same sort 
of  goals for making sen-
ate a more issue-based 
body, and responding 
more quickly to events and 
making sure that we are 
initiative-focused,” Adler 
said. 

With new senators 
recently elected, Adler 
anticipates an exciting 
term.

“I am looking forward to 
seeing where we are later 
in the semester,” Adler 
said. “We have a lot of  
new senators, especially 
first-years, and it will be 
exciting to see the projects 
that they take [and] the 
leadership roles that they 
serve in.”

Additional reporting by 
Sam Seekings.

that year and a half  long 
process, and during any 
point in that process the 
Columbia decision gets 
reversed, we’re not guar-
anteed anything,” Santino 
said.

Although the union has 
been put on hold, the gradu-
ate students have begun 
working with the admin-
istration as a group to gain 
benefits without actual 
union status. According to 
Santino, the University has 
already guaranteed five to 
six year funding for Ph.D. 
students, regardless of  
whether or not they teach. 

In addition, some graduate 
students are being compen-
sated for hours of  work for 
which they were not paid.

“The colleagues in phys-
ics that were actually 
teaching past their technical 
requirement, they’re now 
getting back pay from the 
University for those hours 
that they worked that they 
were told that they didn’t 
have to work,” Santino said. 
“So, we’re actually making 
significant gains through this 
process of  applying pressure 
on the administration.”

Though there is no imme-
diate action to be taken, 

Santino says the purpose of  
the rally was to remind both 
students and administration 
that they are moving ahead 
with the process of  getting 
votes counted, while still 
continuing to negotiate with 
the administration.

“Effectively, we are mov-
ing forward outside of  the 
judicial process,” Santino 
said. “We are a union; we’re 
continuing to function like a 
union even if  the University 
doesn’t have to sit down and 
bargain with us. We’re still 
going to apply pressure to 
them and have them listen 
to us.”
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Bears back on the hardwood: Basketball season preview
JON LEWIS
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Women’s soccer shoots for third straight NCAA Final Four

The leaves have fallen, and 
the women of autumn are 
marching on: The Washington 
University women’s soccer 
team is two steps from another 
Final Four.

Two games, for a team that 
has lost just once in 410 days, 
against 13 ranked opponents, 
in a title run and all. Two wins, 
and the Red and Green will 
stomp into Greensboro, N.C. 
two weeks from tomorrow for 
another NCAA Division III 
Semifinal and another shot at 
the National Championship.

But advancing those two 
steps will be tough, and the 
environment alone will be 
enough to make any Bears fan 
sweat, even in the cool air.

First they’ll have to beat No. 
15 University of Wisconsin-La 
Crosse (UWL), a team with 
two more wins than Wash. U. 
and an equal number of losses: 
one. Everything the Bears do 
well, the Eagles do similarly 
well. Wash. U. scores 2.74 
goals per game; UWL scores 
2.74 goals per game. Wash. 
U. scores on 11.1 percent of  
its shots; UWL scores on 12.9 
percent of its shots. Wash. U. 
gets 44.1 percent of its shots on 
target; UWL gets 49.5 percent 
of its shots on target. 

Both teams had incumbent 
options but ultimately settled 
on rookies in net: The Bears 
have given 72 percent of the 

minutes to freshman goal-
keeper Emma Greenfield, 
while the Eagles have given 
63 percent of the minutes to 
their own first-year goalie, 
Lily Brock. And both have 
stepped up on otherwise vet-
eran squads. Greenfield has 
saved 90 percent of shots, 
while Brock sports a .915 save 
percentage.

For the Red and Green to 
move on, the defense will have 
to continue to be impenetrable. 
The dual shutouts in the first 
two rounds were no accident. 
The Bears held Dominican 
University and Wittenberg 
University to just three shots 
total, their best two-game 
stretch all year. That stifling 
back line might be the differ-
entiator in the Sweet 16. While 
UWL goalies have had to 
make 107 saves all year, Wash. 
U.’s have only had to make 35.

The two offenses are simi-
larly efficient with the ball; 
the game may come down to 
which team minimizes the oth-
er’s opportunities. If the Red 
and Green can maintain pos-
session in the opponent’s half  
for long stretches like they did 
last weekend, the results should 
follow.

Still, there are key personnel 
differences this round. Where 
Dominican relied on a star 
forward, and Wittenberg fea-
tured no elite scorers at all, the 
Eagles’ attack is balanced and 
formidable. UWL will send 
out four players who scored 

between 24 and 33 points, and 
another four between nine and 
15. The Bears won’t be able to 
hone in on a sole threat or dare 
someone to force the issue; 
they’ll have to cover all their 
bases for at least 90 minutes.

If the Bears fly past the 
Eagles, they’ll again have to 
earn their way past the Elite 
Eight. In a potential quarterfi-
nal matchup await one of two 
familiar foes: No. 4 University 
of Chicago or No. 18 Wheaton 
College.

The Thunder are one of  
only two teams to avoid los-
ing to the Red and Green this 
season, battling to a 2-2 tie in 
September. And they were 
impressive in the way they did 
it on both ends of the field. 
Not only was Wheaton the 
only team to score twice on the 
Bears this season—at Francis 
Field, at that—it didn’t bank on 
isolation and spectacular plays. 
The Thunder moved the ball 
seamlessly between attackers 
in a way that Wash. U. hadn’t 
permitted and hasn’t since, gen-
erating three of the four assists 
allowed by the Red and Green 
all year. Wheaton was equally 
impressive defensively, holding 
the Bears to 29.6 percent shots 
on goal—one of just two teams 
to keep Wash. U. under the 30 
percent mark.

As scary as the Thunder 
sound, Chicago would be an 
even more daunting assign-
ment. With the Maroons 
hosting the weekend, the 

Bears face the unenviable pos-
sibility of needing to replicate 
their strongest performance of  
the season. Though Wash. U. 
conquered then-No. 1 Chicago 
at Stagg Field less than two 
weeks ago, all bets are off in 
a playoff atmosphere. During 
its seven-game winning streak 
versus the Maroons, Wash. 
U. has not played Chicago 
twice in the same season nor 

in a postseason matchup. In 
a second look at the Red and 
Green, with its season in the 
balance, Chicago will be hun-
gry for revenge and the crowd 
will be loud. Whichever rival 
Wash. U. potentially faces, the 
Bears will have to claw their 
way through.

One thing to watch for on 
Wash. U.’s end: Junior mid-
fielder—and west Chicago 

native—Darcy Cunningham 
was nicked up towards the 
conclusion of Sunday’s match. 
Any unavailability could 
throw a wrench into the Red 
and Green’s schemes, where 
she’s been a regular starter all 
season.

The Bears take on La Crosse 
Friday at 1:30 p.m., after learning 
the result of  the prior Chicago-
Wheaton game.

ROHAN GUPTA
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Tuesday night in Chicago, 
four of the most storied 
Division I men’s basketball 
programs—Duke University, 
Michigan State University, 
University of Kansas and 
University of Kentucky—
started the season in earnest. 
This weekend, two of the most 
storied programs in Division 
III—the two Washington 
University basketball teams—
will tip off their seasons. 
With both teams ranked in 
the top 10—the men at nine 
and the women at 10—there 
will plenty of reason for eyes 
around the country to turn to 
the Francis Fieldhouse this 
winter. For the women, this 
season will be about how a 
perennial contender manages 
in the first year without a tal-
ismanic head coach. On the 
men’s side, this season will be 
defined in the playoffs, when 
the talented group of seniors 
take one last shot at an NCAA 
tournament run.

 

Women’s 
Basketball

The narrative for this year’s 
women’s basketball Bears was 
set all the way back on March 
22, when Nancy Fahey was 
announced as the new head 

coach for the University of  
Illinois. It is difficult to over-
state the impact Fahey had on 
the program. She took over the 
women’s basketball team in 
1986—only seven years after 
it was founded—and in her 
31 years in St. Louis led the 
Bears to 23 UAA titles and five 
national championships. The 
court is literally named after 
her—half-named after her at 
least.

It would be unrealistic to 
expect new head coach Randi 
Henderson to reach the peak 
of the Fahey era in her first 
year as head coach. Fahey 
herself took a while to reach 
that peak, waiting four years 
before reaching a Final Four 
and another seven after that 
before taking home the ulti-
mate prize.

However, Henderson comes 
into her career as a Bear with 
a pretty sterling resume. She 
is coming off two years as 
assistant coach at Division I 
University of North Carolina 
at Charlotte, but she also has 
10 years as a Division III head 
coach under her belt. In nine 
years as head coach at Coe 
College, she only had a single 
losing season, finishing her 
tenure with a .630 winning 
percentage.     

Henderson inherits a tal-
ented team from Fahey. The 
star of the show will likely be 
junior Madeline Homoly. The 

6-foot-2 forward was named 
a pre-season All-American 
by D3Hoops.com earlier this 
month, and she averaged 14.4 
points and 6.7 boards in her 
first season with the Bears 
after transferring from the 
University of South Dakota 
for her sophomore season. 
Relegated to the bench last 
year behind fellow Division I 
transfers Zoe Vernon and Jen 
Dynis, expect to see Homoly 
take an even more central role 
in the Wash. U. offense this 
year.

However, the Bears are not 
going to simply spend four 
months dumping the ball 
inside, and Henderson has 
plenty of talented guards on 
her roster. Wash. U. features 
one of its best-ever shooting 
backcourts; senior Natalie Orr 
and junior Rachael Sondag are 
first and third in three-point 
shooting percentage in pro-
gram history. Coming off the 
bench last year, junior Becca 
Clark-Callender led the team 
in assists, and her playmaking 
ability at the point guard posi-
tion will likely be another key 
for the Bears’ offense.

When the Wash. U. wom-
en’s basketball team takes the 
court against Luther College 
Friday night, it will do so 
without Nancy Fahey for the 
first time since 1985, opening 
a brand-new era in the Bears’ 
history books. The Fahey 

chapter finished with a 26-3 
record and UAA champi-
onship. The opening of the 
Henderson chapter will be 
written Friday.

Men’s 
Basketball

While the women’s bas-
ketball season will likely be 
defined by change, the men’s 
will likely be defined by con-
tinuity. Mark Edwards—the 
Bears’ longtime coach who 
gives his name to the first half  
of the Edwards-Fahey court—
still prowls the sideline. And 
Wash. U. will more than likely 
start five seniors, the majority 
of whom have played heavy 
minutes for most of their col-
legiate careers.

If the crop of seniors can be 
said to have a star, it is senior 
Andrew Sanders. Selected as 
pre-season All-American by 
not one but two separate pub-
lications, Sanders comes off  
a junior season in which he 
was the third-highest scorer in 
the UAA. He is a talented and 
efficient inside scorer, notch-
ing a career-best 54.1 shooting 
percentage last year, even 
while taking a higher volume 
of shots.

While Sanders will probably 
be the team’s leading scorer, 
and may pick up most of the 
accolades, he is far from the 

only key senior on the team. 
Senior David Schmelter will 
man the five spot for the Bears. 
Schmelter was last year’s 
leader in the traditional statis-
tical categories: rebounds and 
assists.

Senior point guard Kevin 
Kucera also returns for 
another year running the 
Wash. U. offense, after lead-
ing the team with 6.4 assists 
per game. Kucera was an all-
UAA selection as a junior, 
and was also second on the 
team in scoring, able to both 
explode to the hoop and create 
a jumper off the dribble.

After a year as one of the 
first men off the bench, senior 
Jake Knupp will join Kucera in 
the backcourt for playmaking 
duties. The Bears will count 
on Knupp for another season 
of mistake-free basketball, 
after leading all of Division III 
in assist-to-turnover ratio last 
year.

Rounding out the senior-
centric starting lineup will 
be forward Matt Highsmith. 
After starting 13 games as a 
sophomore, Highsmith was 
constrained to the bench last 
year. Highsmith, however, 
thrived in his role off the pine 
and averaged double-digit 
points for the first time in his 
career.

Edwards also has plenty 
of players to turn to off the 
bench. Junior Marcus Meyer 

was a key role player last 
year and should become an 
even bigger offensive cog this 
year. Sophomore Matt Nester 
also returns after being a key 
contributor last year, and soph-
omore classmate Hank Hunter 
will look to get significant min-
utes as a forward off the bench 
after missing his entire rookie 
season with injury. One fresh-
man to watch for the Bears is 
guard Jack Nolan, who aver-
aged 17.5 points per game in 
high school and was an Illinois 
Mr. Basketball finalist as a 
high school senior.

Ultimately, this season will 
be last hurrah for the starting 
five seniors in the playoffs. 
While all five have had impres-
sive collegiate careers, their 
postseason record leaves 
something to be desired. As a 
group, they have won a single 
NCAA tournament game, 
their first round victory over 
Wilmington College last year.

No Wash. U. men’s bas-
ketball player has been past 
the second round of the play-
offs since 2009. This group 
of seniors is poised to maybe 
break that streak, boasting a 
rare level of collective experi-
ence. If they can get past that 
second round hurdle, who 
knows? The last time the 
Bears made it out of the first 
weekend of the NCAA tour-
nament, they won the whole 
thing.   
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Make time for charity this holiday season

A
round 2 p.m. 
every day I 
make the trek 
up the Danforth 

University Center staircase 
to the third floor to eat my 
lunch in solitude. The peace 
and quiet of the Student Life 
office is my solace at the end 
the day. As I carry my quesa-
dilla up the stairs, I constantly 
find myself plagued by my 
proximity to the slowest walk-
ers at Washington University. 
They take the stairs at a one-
step-per-hour rate (or at least 
that’s what it feels like) and 
zigzag across the steps as if  
there’s no possibility anyone 
is behind them. When I walk 
outside, more of the same: 
Everywhere I look, it seems 

like everyone is in a zombie-
like trance. Either glued to 
their phones or simply lacking 
urgency, everyone seems to be 
moving incredibly slowly. 

I am also guilty of texting 
while walking, because, you 
know, sometimes there’s 
important gossip to spread, 
things to do, Instagram posts 
to check. But, when I do this, 
I feel like I keep a fairly even 
split between my attention 
devoted to my phone and my 
attention devoted to keep-
ing my eyes on the pathway 
in front of me. Sometimes 
people stop dead still in the 
middle of a stairway or nar-
row walkway. How do they 
not notice that one, there are 
other people around, and two, 
that they’re no longer mov-
ing? Even when I say “excuse 
me” and try to move around 

them, there’s no reaction. 
Whenever I bring up how 

people are on their phones 
too often I sound like my 
mother. But really; it’s crazy. 
A recent study found that 
young adults spend an aver-
age of five hours per day on 
their phones, or about one-
third of their waking hours. 
The total time per week really 
adds up. If the average person 
spends 35 hours per week on 
their phone, that’s more than 
twice the amount of time a 
person taking 15 credit hours 
spends in class. 

Not only is it (prob-
ably) wasting a ton of their 
time—in addition to mine as 
I struggle to speed to class—
but studies have shown that 
an estimated 1,500 pedestri-
ans per year are sent to the 
emergency room for injuries 

stemming from cell phone 
usage while walking. The 
most common age range of  
people affected? 16 to 25, 
or about the age range of  
prodigies to graduate students 
at Wash. U. Did you hear 
that, texters? You could have 
to get Emergency Support 
Team services called on you 
for, like, the ultimate most 
embarrassing reason. A differ-
ent study showed that people 
using their phones while 
walking were 61 percent 
more likely to stray from 
their course and 13 percent 
more likely to overshoot their 
target than when they chose 
to walk without distrac-
tions. So, not only are you 
at a higher risk of injury, but 
you’re more likely to walk 
past Rebstock Hall, realize 
you’re already at Wilson 

Hall and have to embarrass-
ingly quickly double back to 
make it to Introduction to 
Microeconomics on time. 

I’m not alone in this 
frustration: One New Jersey 
lawmaker tried to pass a 
bill that would fine anyone 
caught crossing the street 
while texting $50 and add 
the possibility of jail time. 
The American Academy 
of Orthopaedic Surgeons 
(AAOS) lists “distracted 
walking” as a public health 
threat on their website, and 
the chair of the AAOS was 
quoted as saying, “Today, 
more and more people are 
falling down stairs, trip-
ping over curbs and other 
streetscapes and, in many 
cases, stepping into traffic.” 
I can only assume the events 
occur on a scale of increasing 

threat level: First you block 
me by stopping in the middle 
of the pathway, another day 
fall down a couple stairs, no 
big deal, then you trip over 
a curve, but you’re still OK, 
and then you walk right into 
traffic, raising the risk of  
serious injury. Better to be 
safe than sorry, so how about 
we all agree to hold off on 
texting until you absolutely 
reach ultimate boredom levels 
in class. 

As a busy, stressed college 
student, I understand the 
importance of multitasking. I, 
too, have watched videos for 
class on the walk to that very 
same class. But, if it really is 
necessary to stand stock-still 
and finish sending a text, 
please, at least move to the 
side of the pathway. For all of  
our sakes. 

Zombieland: The curse of Wash. U.’s slow walkers
AIDAN STRASSMAN
SENIOR FORUM EDITOR

S
ince fall 2016, 
Washington 
University graduate 
workers have been 

organizing to form a union, 
and the Wash. U. administra-
tion’s anti-union strategy has 
been to spread misinforma-
tion and to delay until the 
new federal National Labor 
Relations Board (NLRB) 
with President Donald 
Trump appointees overturns 
our right to organize. The 
Wash. U. administration 
made the list of who was 
eligible to vote in our union 

election. They excluded our 
colleagues pursuing master’s 
degrees and those pursu-
ing degrees in the Institute 
of Materials Science and 
Engineering from the eligibil-
ity list, forcing them to cast 
“challenged” ballots, or bal-
lots whose eligibility would 
have to be determined at a 
post-election hearing. The 
Wash. U. administration also 
inexplicably left off  graduate 
workers from the list whose 
voting eligibility was clear 
(i.e., Ph.D. teaching assis-
tants or resident advisers), 
causing them to have to cast 
challenged ballots, too.

Though the Wash. U. 
administration framed the 

incomplete results of our 
election on Oct. 26 in their 
favor, the results of our 
election are still pending 
the NLRB’s official ruling 
because these 174 challenged 
ballots (nearly one-third 
of all votes cast) remain 
uncounted. We anticipate 
that even if  the NLRB 
legitimized the votes of  
workers forced to cast chal-
lenged ballots, the Wash. U. 
administration would spend 
hundreds of thousands of  
tuition dollars in attorney 
fees to appeal every single 
decision, which could extend 
this process for a year or 
more. The Wash. U. adminis-
tration knows dragging out 

this legal process wouldn’t 
hurt them, but it would hurt 
us. 

From the beginning, the 
Wash. U. administration 
has chosen to hide behind 
union-busting lawyers in the 
courtroom rather than to 
listen to us. We’re not going 
to play this legal game with 
the Wash. U. administra-
tion. We still believe that a 
unionized graduate student 
worker force is best for our 
University, and we will 
still fight for the measures 
we would have negotiated 
for in a labor contract. 
Fundamentally, a union is 
a group of workers mak-
ing improvements with our 

strength in numbers. We are 
still the union, and we are 
still here. 

We have decided that the 
best strategy is to follow in 
the path of our colleagues 
at Duke University, whose 
administration also chose 
to delay and to obstruct 
their organizing efforts. We 
will take direct action now 
and continue acting like the 
union we’ve already built 
in order to keep fighting for 
what we believe: We deserve 
better, more comprehen-
sive healthcare, child care, 
summer funding guaran-
tees and parity for master’s 
student workers, to name 
a few examples. We have 

already won formal recogni-
tion as workers, despite the 
University saying we are not 
workers. We have already 
won six years of guaranteed 
funding, regardless of teach-
ing assistant/resident adviser 
status for Ph.D. workers at 
our pre-election NLRB hear-
ing. We won’t stop fighting 
for our other demands until 
we win on them, too. 

We will make the Wash. 
U. administration wish 
they had let our democratic 
election proceed without 
interference or delay. We 
have already won, and we 
will continue to win so long 
as we act like the union 
we’ve already become.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Wash. U. grad workers union is still here, still fighting
WASHINGTON 
UNIVERSITY GRADUATE 
WORKERS UNION

A
h, the season of  
giving. As the 
Salvation Army 
Santa Claus 

rings a bell outside of the local 
shopping center, Washington 
University students hunker 
down to brace the impact of  
the upcoming finals week (or 
month). With all that study-
ing, most students could use 
a break every now and then. 
Rather than do the usual guilt-
inducing pursuits—Netflix 
binge-watching, aimlessly 
scrolling through Instagram, 
spending hours staring out the 
windows of Kayak’s Coffee—
consider joining your fellow 
St. Louisans in the gift of  
giving. 

The Washington University 
community service website 
touts that about 75 percent of  
students engage in some form 
of a service project. Whether 
this means a short-lived stint 
on the Burning Kumquat 
farm or an intensive hands-
on experience in a St. Louis 
neighborhood, any time 
donated to the community 
through the form of service 

is a plus. Whether it feels like 
you’re having a direct impact 
or not, down the line all 
positivity has a way of finding 
someone. 

You might be thinking, 
“But how do I find something 
to get involved with?” Well, 
aren’t you lucky, because the 
Gephardt Institute for Civic 
and Community Engagement 
right here at Washington 
University pretty much does 
it all for you. Seriously, the 
Gephardt’s job is to help 
willing students like you get 
involved with organizations 
that need volunteers. The 
Gephardt website is chock-
full of ways to get involved 
with its own programs—like 
Each One Teach One, a 
tutoring service for kinder-
garten through 12th grade 
students, or Hawthorn 
InvestiGirls, an academic 
enrichment experience at the 
Hawthorn Leadership School 
for Girls—as well ways to 
contact community partners, 
like STLVolunteer, a database 
of nonprofits within our sur-
rounding area. 

If you’re looking for a 
seasonally-appropriate-but-
still-extremely-beneficial 
option, Washington 
University’s Campus Kitchen 
recovers otherwise wasted 
food and prepares meals for 
food-insecure residents of St. 
Louis. One in four St. Louis 
residents are food insecure, 
clearly showing the need for 
volunteers to do everything 
they can to help those in 
need. Shifts are available on 
weekends for the next couple 
weeks, and most are based 
just a hop, skip and a jump 
away from the South 40 at 
First Congregational Church. 
Campus Y is the largest 
student-run service organiza-
tion on campus, and offers a 
wide variety of programs for 
varying interests. If you’re 
not so interested in cooking, 
and are more interested in 
a building filled with 400 
cats, Campus Y’s Working 
so Animals Get Support 
program brings students to 
the Clowder House (the one 
with all the cats) and a local 
dog shelter. Animals get cold 

just like us, and shelters house 
those that would otherwise be 
left on the street. If you can’t 
donate your time, consider 
dropping off blankets, towels 
or other pet supplies. 

For all you upperclass-
men: Remember freshman 
year when your resident 
adviser made you sign up on 
the Washington University 
Student Group Organizer 
(WUGO), which you prob-
ably promptly forgot about? 
It’s got a brand new look, 
and is a whole lot easier to 
use. Organizations can be 
sorted by type—including by 
community service desig-
nation—easily connecting 
students with groups led by 
fellow students. If you’re 
not quite ready to commit to 
membership of a group, or 
you just have a random week-
end free, WUGO has a way 
to sort events by date or type. 

If none of those things 
suit your fancy, Washington 
University offers a U-Pass for 
MetroLink services free of  
charge to all students that can 
take you almost everywhere 

in St. Louis. However, if your 
project of choice is outside 
of that range, the Gephardt 
Institute also sponsors a trans-
portation subsidy through 
Enterprise CarShare. As long 
as you can justify your usage 
of the car, the Gephardt 
Institute will foot the bill, and 
you can even make it a recur-
ring reservation if you have 
any long-term commitment 
plans to a project.

Historically, about 34 
percent of all charitable giv-
ing is done in the last three 
months of the year. As major 
community service organi-
zations make a “push” for 
fundraising and volunteer 
opportunities around the end 
of the year, people start to feel 
the pressure of an impending 
New Year’s resolution, the 
holiday season philanthropic 
spirit or just let out pent-up 
guilt from the year before. 
While this is all well and 
good, and everyone should 
take time to donate time or 
resources to others if they 
have the means, community 
engagement doesn’t have to 

start with the lighting of the 
first candle on the menorah 
or when the last ornament 
is taken off of the tree. 
Opportunities to help the 
local community are available 
all year, and organizations 
may need your help even 
more in the other seasons. 

Remember when you first 
started looking at colleges 
and found Washington 
University? As you carefully 
honed in on your unique 
special talents and gifts and 
accomplishments in your 
personal essay and Common 
Application resume, you 
probably noticed of all the 
expanded opportunities you 
would have to grow in college. 
In the bustle of everyday aca-
demic life, it’s easy to forget 
the privileges we’re afforded 
here at Wash. U.: We have 
a school that sponsors our 
interests, allows us to pursue 
personal projects and fosters 
the importance of leadership 
in willing students. So, if you 
have some time, consider 
giving back to the community 
that gives to us every day. 
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As Thanksgiving 
break approaches and 
the weather gets colder, 
I can’t help but think 
of  family. I’m going 
home for the first time in 
months next week and 
getting the chance to 
de-stress from this hectic 
semester is going to be 
nice. In the spirit of  all 
this, I’ve been thinking 
about the music that I’m 
going to be playing over 
Thanksgiving break. All 
of  these optimistic and 
familiar notes make me 
feel like putting on some 
folky tunes.

The first song I’m rec-
ommending is “Billions 
of  Eyes” by Lady Lamb. 
Although the more you 

listen to the lyrics of  this 
song, the more you seem 
to question it and, to an 
extent, yourself, the tune 
is upbeat and happy. 
The plot revolves around 
catching a train, which 
is fitting for me as I’m 
taking the Amtrak back 
home, and the song as a 
whole is light-hearted and 
fun. The song is about 
familiarity, fitting in, and 
relief—exactly what I 
need after this last round 
of  midterms. 

My next recommenda-
tion is “Dear Old Dad” 
by Ezra Bell. This song, 
while more melancholy 
than the first, brings 
about a lot of  the same 
feelings. “Dear Old Dad” 

is an ode to the past 
and one that celebrates 
togetherness, albeit in a 
different way. The song’s 
use of  background vocals, 
strings and horns creates 
a beautiful atmosphere 
that makes me think back 
on my past, on myself  
and on my childhood. 
“Dear Old Dad”’s folky 
tune and sad-yet-hopeful 
lyrics give it a unique feel 
that makes it stand out 
among most other songs.

The third song that you 
should listen to over break 
is “Salt Lake City” by the 
band Motherfolk. “Salt 
Lake City” is a love song, 
but it is more than that—
“Salt Lake City” is sad in 
its devotion. The song has 

a beautiful melody and 
acoustic guitar accompa-
niment to go along with 
its depressingly loving 
lyrics. “Salt Lake City” is 
about loving someone so 
much that you want them 
to die before they experi-
ence the darker points of  
life. Although morbid, the 
song’s meaning is sweet 
and shows true dedication 
to its subject. It reminds 
me, in spirit but not con-
tent, of  “The Road” by 
Cormac McCarthy. The 
song is beautiful, but in 
an incredibly dark way.

This last song is one 
to play in front of  your 
family if  you wanted to 
alienate yourself  and 
possibly be asked some 

strange questions, like 
“What has college done 
to you?” and “What hap-
pened to my folky child?” 
I am talking, of  course, 
about the accelerationist 
group Death Grips and 
their song “No Love.” 
While many Death Grips 
songs could bring an 
intense reaction from 
some of  your older family 
members, I’m choos-
ing “No Love” simply 
because it’s my favorite. 
Flatlander’s cyclical beats 
along with Zach Hill’s 
powerful drumming and 
MC Ride’s intense, to 
put it lightly, rapping 
come together to make 
a hypnotic and almost 
overwhelming track. Full 

of  angst (or something 
more than that) and 
power, “No Love,” and 
Death Grips as a whole, 
sets itself  apart from 
other music in a way that 
can’t be stated so much 
as understood. Not to 
mention sometimes folky 
music just can’t release 
the stress as much as 
something this intense.

And there you have 
it, four songs to listen 
to over the break. Light 
and dark, beautiful and 
intense and folky and 
industrial, these songs are 
sure to make your next 
week a nice break from 
the everyday stresses of  
Wash. U.
—Josh Zucker, Staff  Writer



More than 30 years ago, 
Washington University 
class of  1985 alumnus Chris 
Bernardi took Cellular 
Biology in Rebstock Hall. 
On Monday, Bernardi was 
a guest speaker invited by 
the Film and Media Studies 
Department. Although he 
graduated from Wash. U. as 
a biology major and pre-med 
student, Bernardi now serves 
as the sets supervisor on 
Pixar Animation Studios’ 
newest movie, “Coco.” 

During his talk, Bernardi 
shared exclusive footage of  
the film and also discussed 
his work at Pixar. After visit-
ing Wash. U., Bernardi also 
spoke to students at local 
Lindenwood University and 
Webster University, before 
continuing on to Detroit and 
then Minneapolis, as part of  
a Pixar college tour.

“I think it’s always fun 
to talk to students and let 
people know what we’re 
doing and answer ques-
tions,” Bernardi said. “It’s 
a little easier for me now. I 
work on these sort of  long 
cycles, sometimes it’s like 
several years at a time. I was 
on this film as long as I was 
at Wash. U.”

Originally a pre-med 
student, the St. Louis native 
also took physics and 
electronic music classes 
during his time at Wash. U. 
By his senior year, Bernardi 

was spending a lot of  time 
writing music. He decided he 
wanted to try writing music 
for films, and after a bit of  
hesitation, informed his 
parents of  his decision. 

Then, after a presentation 
by a sound designer who 
worked on a Pixar short 
called “Tin Toy,” Bernardi 
began to explore 3-D anima-
tion and computer graphics.

“They were actually 
telling a compelling story 
with it that I thought it was 
fascinating and could be a 
part of,” Bernardi said. “It 
took a couple of  years of  
still working in the music 
business and transitioning 
into what computer graphics 
would be and experimenting 
with that.”  

In November of  2000, 
he joined Pixar as a shad-
ing technical director of  
“Finding Nemo.” One of his 
first projects was shading the 
coral reefs in the film.

“I worked for, I don’t 
know, maybe eight plus years 
to get myself  to Pixar, and 
it was the first film I got to 
make,” Bernardi said. “So 
I threw myself  into it and it 
was sort of  a new experience 
for me.”

Since “Finding Nemo,” 
Bernardi has worked 
on “Cars,” “WALL-E,” 
“Toy Story 3,” “Monsters 
University,” “Inside Out” 
and for the past four years, 
“Coco.” One of Bernardi’s 
favorite parts of  creating 
new films is the immersive 

research the team conducts 
in order to fully understand 
the subject. For “Finding 
Nemo” they earned scuba-
certification, while working 
on “Cars” they drove Route 
66 and for “Coco” they 
visited Mexico.

“Coco” explores themes 
of tradition, memory and 
family by following a young 
aspiring musician named 
Miguel who lives in a vil-
lage in Mexico called Santa 
Cecilia. Centering around 
the Mexican holiday Dia de 
los Muertos, the film takes 
place both in the Land of the 
Living and the Land of the 
Dead. 

“In the Land of the 
Living, the research into 
Mexican culture and the 
holiday itself, [Dia] de los 
Muertos, was fascinating to 
me, because I really didn’t 
know that much about it,” 
Bernardi said. “The refer-
ence we were getting from 
art,…we had lecturers come 
through, and we would learn 
more and more about it and 
just sort of  get immersed in 
the culture. So that was all 
very exciting. I love the sort 
of  environment we create 
for the town that he grows 
up in.” 

Designing the Land 
of the Dead, meanwhile, 
relied more heavily on 
imagination. During his pre-
sentation, Bernardi showed 
the audience some initial 
sketches and the progression 
of this fictitious world.

Juniors Emily Stava, who 
is majoring in mechanical 
engineering and minor-
ing in Spanish, and Mike 
Carovillano, who is major-
ing in physics with minors in 
drama and art, both found 
out about the presentation 
through their film professor. 
They appreciated learning 
about how Bernardi uses 
his skills as a former science 
student in his work at Pixar.

“He’s such a charismatic 
person and it’s really interest-
ing to hear his perspectives 
on things because he’s not 
your typical designer,” 
Carovillano said. “He’s more 
of  a STEM-based designer, 
which gave him a really 
unique perspective coming 
to the table, I think, so that 
was really cool to hear.”

Bernardi emphasizes the 
importance of  the liberal 
arts and broad education in 
teaching him how to think 
deeply. Although biology 
may not seem inherently 
or directly connected to 
his work now, through his 
major, he learned how to 
achieve mastery of  complex 
material. 

“I’m a believer in broad 
education, but also I think 
having a major can help 
you learn how to focus and 
sort of  move really toward, 
and understand, where the 
boundary of a field is,” 
Bernardi said. “In biology, 
it was, at the time, I kind of  
knew where genetic research 
was and where it was going 

and had a deep understand-
ing of that.” 

At Pixar, Bernardi says 
employees draw on their 
diverse educational back-
grounds, with knowledge 
of  differential equations 
applying to music and 
sound synthesis, and biology 
applying to the way body 
mechanics work. Ultimately, 
these varied perspectives and 
talents enable the produc-
tion of  films rich in detail, 
design, research and devel-
opment, like “Coco.”

“The thing I came away 
with the most is the con-
fidence to not be afraid 

to learn anything myself, 
that I could go read peer 
reviewed papers in a field 
that I couldn’t understand. 
And at first, they wouldn’t 
make any sense, but then 
I could go, ‘Oh, they’re 
cross-referencing this,’ and 
this was before the Internet, 
too, so it’s even easier now,” 
Bernardi said. “If  you’ve 
had an example of  what it 
takes to teach yourself  about 
something, it becomes easier 
to teach yourself  almost 
anything.”

“Coco” will premiere in 
theaters across the U.S. Nov. 22, 
2017.

Corolla

Yaris All Prius (Except Plug-In Hybrid)

RAV 4 (Includes Hybrid)

 Camry Tacoma

COLLEGE GRADS WELCOME HERE
Congrats, college grads! Start your new life in a Toyota!

THE OFFER*
$750 rebate on select new Toyota models when you finance 

or lease through Ackerman Toyota.

THE QUALIFICATIONS
Proof of graduation in the past 2 years or in the  
next 6 months and proof of current employment.

APPLY FOR CREDIT
Ackerman Toyota is here to help you.  

To apply for credit online visit AckermanToyota.com  
or call 314-351-3000.

Non-Factory Lifetime Limited Warranty,
Good only at Ackerman Toyota

3636 S. KINGSHIGHWAY  |  ONLY MINUTES FROM THE HILL 
314-351-3000  |  ACKERMANTOYOTA.COM
HURRY IN OR CALLFOR DETAILS  | * EXCLUDES PRIUS PRIME & RAV 4 HYBRID

0% Financing Available  •  Excellent Trade-in Values

CHR

ALI GOLD | SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR | CADENZA@STUDLIFE.COM6   STUDENT LIFE THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2017

ALI GOLD
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

COURTESY OF CHRIS BERNARDI

Chris Bernardi, pictured July 25, 2017 at Pixar’s studios. 

Chris Bernardi: From WU pre-med to Pixar studios
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Things to talk about at Thanksgiving dinner with your family

OP-ED SUBMISSION

W
e live in 
a world 
overflow-
ing with 

content. There’s always 
something to consume, 
whether it’s a podcast, 
a TV show, an article, a 
video or a compilation 
of  “35 Memes That’ll 
Make You Laugh So Hard 
You’ll Throw Up Your 
Own Gallbladder.” The 
sheer number of  things 
we are asked to interact 
with on a daily basis can 
be overwhelming. That 
stress is compounded by 
the necessity of  keeping 
up with certain shows and 
movies just to participate 
in the cultural conversa-
tion of  the day. Want to 
take your time with “Game 
of  Thrones” or “Stranger 
Things”? Not only will 
everyone be talking about 
something else by the time 
you catch up, but you’ll be 
hard-pressed to make it a 
day after a new episode or 

season drops before coming 
across some spoilers. Not 
interested in “Riverdale”? 
Fine, but be ready for 
every other tweet, post and 
BuzzFeed quiz to be about 
the show. This isn’t exactly 
a new phenomenon—
people have always liked 
to talk about the things 
they love. But the spread 
of  social networking sites 
like Twitter and Facebook, 
video-sharing websites 
like YouTube and stream-
ing services like Hulu and 
Netflix have allowed huge 
numbers of  people to con-
sume and discuss media in 
new ways—not all of  them 
healthy. 

I’ve been involved in the 
discourse that surrounds 
various TV shows, books 
and movies for years, and 
for the most part, I’ve 
enjoyed it. My closest 
elementary school friend-
ships were formed around 
a shared obsession with 
the “Harry Potter” books. 
I’m filled with genuine 
happiness every time I find 
someone who loves the 

gymnastics movie “Stick It” 
as much as I do. But for the 
past few years, I’ve found 
it hard to stay interested 
in popular, ongoing series. 
I read the first book in a 
much-hyped trilogy, and no 
matter how much I like it, I 
can’t make myself  buy the 
second. I binged season one 
of  “Stranger Things” in an 
afternoon, but stopped for 
good after the first episode 
of  season two. I’m pretty 
sure I know what my prob-
lem is: Once enough people 
have started talking about 
something, I stop liking it 
as much.

That makes me sound 
like an insufferable hipster, 
but I’m really not—I’m just 
kind of  lazy and extremely 
tired. School and social 
commitments are emo-
tionally draining on their 
own, not to mention how 
exhausting it is to keep up 
with the nightmare that is 
current events. I just don’t 
have the energy to care 
every time I see people 
obsessing about some detail 
of  a show on Facebook 

or Twitter. As a defense 
mechanism against burning 
out completely, I start to 
resent whatever piece of  
media I previously enjoyed 
for demanding more of  my 
attention than I’m prepared 
to give. I think I, and many 
others, have the same prob-
lem with social interaction. 
Hanging out with people 
is fun, right up until I hit 
some invisible limit, at 
which point I immediately 
hate everyone in the room 
and want to launch myself  
into the silent and empty 
void of  space. In almost 
exactly the same way, I 
liked “Stranger Things” up 
to a point, but it’s outstayed 
its welcome. Now, it’s as 
dead to me as whatever 
characters were killed off  
in season two (I don’t know 
who and I no longer care).

Just as an overplayed 
song quickly becomes 
unbearable, I grow to hate 
movies and shows I used to 
like just because of  the con-
stant, unwanted exposure. 
The endless conversation 
doesn’t go away once I log 

off. Instead of  engaging 
with media on my own, 
I unwillingly bring along 
hundreds of  other perspec-
tives. Sometimes, I catch 
myself  wondering what the 
hot takes on a film will be 
while I’m still in the theater. 
I have trouble talking about 
a popular franchise without 
feeling that I’m perform-
ing the enthusiasm that’s 
expected of  me, instead 
of  actually experiencing 
it. I think there’s a special 
kind of  enjoyment that 
comes from sharing cultural 
experiences—I just wish 
there was more space these 
days for personal ones. 

Where did this constant 
discussion of  popular 
entertainment come from? 
The growth of  network-
ing sites like Twitter and 
Facebook have undoubtedly 
given rise to the pervasive 
idea that all media needs 
to be social. Spotify, for 
example, pushes its users to 
share what they’re listening 
to with their friends, to the 
point that connection is the 
default; a “private session” 

has to be re-enabled every 
six hours. Maybe some 
people like this feature, but 
unless I’m at a concert, 
I don’t want my music 
listening to be a social expe-
rience. Maybe it’s just my 
introversion speaking, but I 
don’t believe every piece of  
media needs to be engaged 
with collectively. 

It’s not that I want people 
to stop talking, and even if  
I did, I wouldn’t be able to 
make them; but I do think 
we need to reevaluate the 
way we, as a culture, engage 
with entertainment. The 
endless stream of  debate 
and deliberation is addic-
tive in its own way. We use 
it to fill time and occupy 
our thoughts. As coping 
mechanisms go, it could be 
worse. But the price of  our 
constant engagement can 
sometimes be the shows 
and movies we love. There 
has to be a balance between 
shutting up completely and 
obsessing over something 
to the point of  exhaustion. 
I hope we find it soon, 
because I’m getting tired. 

Media doesn’t need to be social: The case for talking less about entertainment
JEN MCLISH
STAFF WRITER

The proof is in the pudding, Mia Hamernik is no saint
TYRIN TRUONG
SU SENATOR

FORUM STAFF

I 
had never considered 
writing an op-ed for 
Student Life. Until 
now. This past Student 

Union election was climac-
tic to say the very least: A 
Student Life article expos-
ing scandal, candidates 
working together to bring 
down another candidate, 
election disqualifications 
and Constitutional Council 
hearings. But of  all the 
people in the spotlight, one 
person managed to evade the 
consequences after triggering 
the entire situation.

Let me start by strongly 
condemning Gregg Adams. 
I vehemently abhor his 
actions, and this article 
shall be seen in no way as a 
condoning or justification of  
those actions. My job today 
is to dispel the myth that 
Mia Hamernik champions 

the values she claims and 
to shed light on her true 
motives by walking you 
through how this situation 
began to unfold from some 
months ago up until now.

On May 3, 2017, 
Hamernik created a fake 
male account, and one 
would assume that after the 
many stigmas already facing 
marginalized communities 
that she would introduce 
him as a generic white 
male. Wrong. She chose 
to introduce him as a gay, 
Latino, “versatile bottom” 
by the alias of  James Santos 
and, in doing so, assumed 
an untrue identity. This is 
extremely ironic being that 
she was endorsed by the 
WashU Pride Alliance and 
the Association of  Latin 
American Students. Does 
she really champion these 
groups and their ideals?

Hamernik then proceeded 
to use that fake account to 

obtain the infamous Gregg 
Adams “smash list” from 
April 2017 and expose it to 
the girls’ chat. Drama and 
outlash ensued as one would 
expect, and Adams was ulti-
mately shamed by his peers. 
One would assume that the 
situation had been buried. 
Wrong again. Fast forward 
to November, and we’re 
in the weeks following the 
article. Hamernik not only 
exposed Adams again but 
went to great lengths to do it.

She released the 
screenshots and actively 
encouraged others to do the 
same, and that is where the 
recent StudLife article comes 
into play. Now, don’t get me 
wrong, Adams deserved to 
be exposed, and some may 
argue that he should have 
expected it, by posting it 
in a public group chat, but 
Hamernik exposed him for 
the wrong reasons, and jus-
tice wasn’t one of  them. If  

Hamernik genuinely cared, 
she would have solicited 
these actions long before the 
election. She clearly held out 
until it could have the most 
impact. She strategically 
planned this election fiasco; 
That’s the scary part. She 
actively encouraged other 
students to send screenshots 
to Student Life. Most people 
had already known about 
the list; therefore, it was the 
voters’ place to decide if  he 
was worthy of  their vote, not 
hers. What Adams did was 
wrong by many standards, 
but she had no mercy and 
preceded to pursue a ‘last 
resort’ option. She was 
clearly targeting Adams 
because he wasn’t the only 
one contributing to the 
“smash list.” Several others 
contributed to the discus-
sion, but Hamernik refused 
to acknowledge them.

As a senator, I plan to 
strengthen campaign rules 

by proposing clearer and 
stricter solutions to avoid 
another situation of  this cali-
ber. The only beneficiaries 
of  polarized college elec-
tions are the perpetrators. 
I also plan to discuss the 
implementation of  a com-
mission before the upcoming 
spring election with the 
commissioner.

College elections have no 
business being this polarized 
and if  it isn’t stopped, this 
will have resounding rami-
fications. If  Hamernik went 
this far for a position with 13 
seats as a seemingly popular 
candidate, imagine what she 
will do later down the line 
for an executive position.

This is where 
Constitutional Council 
comes into play. After the 
election commissioner, 
Steven Kish, received news 
of  Hamernik’s actions, he 
disqualified her from the 
Senate race. Hamernik 

then went to Constitutional 
Council to appeal the 
decision and won based 
on technicalities within the 
rule itself. The seat that she 
was disqualified from (and 
ultimately reinstated to) 
deserved to have been filled 
by someone with better mor-
als and character.

 In trying to expose some-
one else, Hamernik exposed 
her true character. Hamernik 
couldn’t care less about 
who or what ideas Adams 
was offending, only about 
exploiting his inappropriate 
behavior for her personal 
gain. Is this what we want 
from our student leaders?

 This article is in no 
way meant as an attack on 
Hamernik but as a way to 
hold her accountable. This is 
a fulfillment of  the promise 
I gave to my voters. I ran on 
a mantra of  “accountabil-
ity we can believe in,” and 
Hamernik is not exempt. 

H
olidays just 
wouldn’t be 
holidays without 
the quintessen-

tial passive-aggressive family 
debate, and Thanksgiving is 
no exception. If you’re look-
ing for something other than 
the big orange elephant in the 
room to talk about, the Forum 
staff is here to help you out. 

None of us have anything 
in common

*Fork scrapes plate* “So, 
how about the weather in St. 
Louis? *Serving spoon clatters 
against porcelain dish* “Did 
you see the latest episode 
of ‘The Great British Bake 
Off?’” *Your uncle loudly 
coughs* “Have you been to 
the quilting store lately?” *The 
family antique 1925 French 
white wine clatters, then shat-
ters against the marble floor* 
“God, I hate the suburbs.” 
*Rogue bird slams into the 
window and falls to its imme-
diate death* “Why can’t they 
just immigrate legally?” *You 
hear a gobble. The turkey 
starts screaming* 
—Elena Quinones, Staff  Writer

OK, Grandma, now 
you say which article 

of impeachment you’re 
most thankful for

There’s nothing that says 
‘family bonding’ like a lively 
discussion of the foreign 
emoluments clause. Luckily, 
Democrats in the House of  
Representatives have just 

presented five articles for the 
impeachment of President 
Donald Trump, providing you 
with the perfect jumping-off  
point for a fun conversation 
about obstruction of justice! 
Between bites of mashed 
potato, teach your younger 
relatives about the importance 
of an independent judiciary. 
Remember, joyful holiday 
memories fade away like tears 
in rain but respect for vital 
democratic institutions lasts 
forever. If you’re interested in 
an even more nuanced and 
informative Thanksgiving 
dinner, try talking about the 
difficulty of impeaching a 
president whose political party 
not only has control of the 
House and Senate but is also 
characterized by naked self-
interest and a shocking lack 
of basic human compassion. 
Don’t forget to lighten the 
mood afterward by sharing 
your favorite presidential 
tweets! 
—Jen McLish, Staff  Writer

Who you voted for in the 
2016 presidential election

OK, I know it’s been a 
year, but this has to still be a 
touchy subject for families. At 
my Thanksgiving last year, 
a couple broke up because 
one half of it hadn’t voted for 
Hillary Clinton. You might 
think I’m joking, but this 
actually happened. But, you 
know, I’ve gotten a lot of good 
laughs out of the situation for 
the last year. So, maybe the 
best thing you can hope for 
at Thanksgiving is actually 

a touchy conversation that 
turns into a drawn out battle 
between two parties. Maybe, 
if you get lucky, someone will 
start a food fight by slinging 
their sweet potato casserole 
against the wall. 
— Ella Chochrek, Editor-in-Chief

Why certain people 
shouldn’t be allowed to 
cook for Thanksgiving
This holiday is supposed 

to be about togetherness, 
family and not the genocide 
of Native Americans, as it was 
so rudely explained to me last 
year. But sometimes, a family 
needs to come together and 
tell that one aunt that she can’t 
bring food anymore. I don’t 
care if she has always made 
the dressing; it looks like a 
blended Happy Meal that was 
baked for too long to achieve a 
consistent color. People always 
get touchy about traditions 
around the holiday and every-
one always says “wait until 
next year.” I will not spend 
another November taking 
three spoonfuls of food, eating 
around it and, then, when no 
one is looking, throwing it 
away with the bottom of the 
plate facing upward, so as not 
to hurt anyone’s feelings. 
—Matthew Wallace, Staff  
Writer

The damn Boston Red 
Sox

“Agh, those bums.” “Did 
we really even think they had 
a chance this year? Pedroia’s 
washed up. Xander couldn’t 
hit a beach ball in the ALDS.” 

“And what the hell happened 
to Sale? He was the Cy Young 
frontrunner until his pitching 
went to hell in the last month 
and a half of the season.” 
“Yeah, I saw Mookie Betts 
is in the World Series of  
Bowling—it’s the only World 
Series he’ll be in any time 
soon.” “Alex Cora had better 
be the savior we all hope he is, 
or I’m gonna lose my mind.”

Oh, and the fact that, you 
know, the world is collapsing 
before our eyes might come 
up, too. 
— Sean Lundergan, Staff  Writer

The conflict between 
Louis XI of France and 

Charles the Bold
In the mid-fifteenth century, 

Louis XI of France was trying 
to reassert royal authority in 
the wake of the height of the 
100 Years War; however, the 
dukes and counts of the realm 
were doing their best to pre-
vent this from happening. This 
conflict began with the war of  
the public weal when almost 
every noble in France joined 
together in revolt, but after a 
hard-fought affair, Louis was 
able to keep power but only 
just. Later, Charles, the duke 
of Burgundy and the most 
powerful noble in France, 
began extending his authority 
outside of his duchy and out-
side of France in an attempt 
to rebuild the old kingdom of  
Lotharingia. Tensions were 
high between the king and 
would-be king, and another 
war was fought for the fate 
of France and Lotharingia. 

Isn’t this more interesting than 
some small talk between some 
people you haven’t seen in a 
year? 
— Josh Zucker, Staff  Writer

The supporting joist next 
to the bathroom in my 
apartment do a creaky
The supporting joist 

next to the bathroom in my 
apartment do a creaky! The 
supporting joist next to the 
bathroom in my apartment do 
a creaky! The supporting joist 
next to the bathroom in my 
apartment do a creaky! The 
supporting joist next to the 
bathroom in my apartment do 
a creaky! The supporting joist 
next to the bathroom in my 
apartment do a creaky! The 
supporting joist next to the 
bathroom in my apartment do 
a creaky! The supporting joist 
next to the bathroom in my 
apartment do a creaky! The 
supporting joist next to the 
bathroom in my apartment 
do a creaky! It do a squeak, 
squeak, squeak, squeak, 
squeak, squeak. 
— Ethan Jaynes, Staff  Writer

One time Jeff Sessions 
and Sean Hannity hugged 
in front of me, and it was 

weird
Last October, I had the 

unique opportunity of being 
able to go into spin alley—the 
area for journalists to speak 
to representatives—after the 
presidential debate on cam-
pus. I walked around, took 
some Facebook live videos for 
the Student Life page, minded 

my own business. While 
filming Jeff Sessions (then a 
senator from Alabama, now 
the U.S. attorney general), 
two gigantic hands reached 
around his tiny shoulders 
and wrapped him in a warm 
embrace. Sessions—startled, 
but overjoyed—turned and 
met the affectionate gaze of  
conservative political com-
mentator Sean Hannity. After 
a heated moment, Hannity 
turned to the camera and 
proclaimed Sessions to be one 
of the greatest senators in the 
US Senate along with “Mike 
Lee, Ted Cruz, and Senator 
Rubio” and asked “did I forget 
anyone?” This Thanksgiving, 
my plan is to just blurt out “I 
saw Jeff Sessions and Sean 
Hannity hug” in the middle 
of the turkey-slicing ceremony 
and proceed to list off my 
most favorite three cousins out 
of the nine options: “Bobby, 
Michael and Carolyn...did I 
forget anyone?” I’m hoping 
the lack of context stokes 
fiery debates about Which 
Republican is the Worst 
Republican and Which 
Cousin is the Best Cousin 
amongst my northeastern 
family members and gives 
me just enough time to slink 
down the stairs to sit on the 
couch in peace. (If you’d like 
to dig through the archives 
on our Facebook page and 
find the video, be my guest, 
but please know that viewer 
discretion is advised for off-
the-charts levels of intimacy.) 
— Aidan Strassmann, Senior 
Forum Editor
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SCENE
Olympic-medalist 

fencer Ibtihaj Muhammad 
was honored at Glamour’s 
2017 Woman of  the Year 
Summit with a hijab-
wearing, fencing Barbie 
doll made in her image 
on Monday, Nov. 13. The 
very next day, she graced 
Graham Chapel as the 
latest speaker in Student 
Union’s Trending Topics 
series. 

From glitzy Hollywood 
fetes to Midwestern cam-
pus venues, Muhammad 
has gained fame in the 
past year and a half, 
starting with her qualify-
ing for the United States’ 
Olympic women’s saber 
team in early 2016. 
Muhammad became the 
first Olympian to compete 
for the U.S. while wearing 
a hijab, a head cover-
ing that is worn by some 
Muslim women. She went 
on to earn a bronze medal 
in the team women’s saber 
event.

Upon learning that 
she had qualified for the 
Olympics—and the “first” 
she would accomplish in 
doing so—Muhammad 
shared, “I realized in that 
moment that my dream 
was bigger than me.”

In addition to her 
boundary-breaking perfor-
mance in the Olympics, 
Muhammad made head-
lines both during and after 
the international event 
for vocalizing her opin-
ions on social issues, as 
well as the discrimination 
she has faced in her life 
and fencing career. She’s 
quickly become one of  
the most visible American 
Muslims in the media, 
not to mention a modern 
feminist icon. Her talk at 
Washington University—
organized by the Muslim 
Students Association 
(MSA)—was eagerly 
anticipated by an enthu-
siastic, if  small, group of  
people. 

At Graham Chapel 
Tuesday, Muhammad 
spoke candidly and elo-
quently about her journey 
to fencing for Team USA. 
Growing up in New 
Jersey, Muhammad first 
began fencing at age 13 
because it was one of  the 
few sports whose uni-
form requirements didn’t 
conflict with her choice to 
dress modestly in accor-
dance with her  faith. She 
reflected on the sense 
of  unity that a team’s 
uniform cements, appre-
ciating that fencing was 
“hijabi-friendly.”

The athlete went on 
to attribute much of  her 
success to her work ethic 
and dedication to the 
sport. For Washington 
University’s Fencing Club, 
which presented a strong 
turnout in the crowd, 
Muhammad’s emphasis 
on hard work and a posi-
tive outlook, rather than 
implying she had “natu-
ral” talents, was inspiring.

Sophomore Saima 
Choudhury, secretary for 
the MSA, also appreciated 
these remarks.

 “I really hope that 
resonated with people, 
because I feel like at a 
school like Wash. U., 
people set very high stan-
dards for themselves. And 
maybe when they don’t 
meet those standards, they 
take it really personally 
and think that they them-
selves are failures, just 
because they experience 
failure,” said Choudhury. 
“So, I like how she 
talked about overcom-
ing obstacles, and I hope 
that is something people 
remember.”

The majority of  
Muhammad’s remarks 
explored her intersect-
ing identities, as a black, 
Muslim woman compet-
ing in a majority-white 
sport. She reflected on 

racism and discrimination 
that she’s experienced in 
settings as varied as an 
Enterprise Rent-A-Car 
counter and her own 
coaches’ behavior within 
the U.S. national team. 

Sophomore 
Oyinkansola Adenekan, 
an executive member of  
the MSA, was especially 
receptive to this aspect of  
Muhammad’s talk, shar-
ing her identity as a black 
Muslim woman.

“I think in general in 
media, Muslims aren’t 
depicted that much. And 
on top of  that, if  Muslims 
are depicted, they’re 
definitely not black. So, 
I think it’s really cool to 
have a really visible black 
Muslim figure,” she said. 

Adenekan also appreci-
ated Muhammad directly 
addressing discrimina-
tion within the Muslim 
community itself. “For me 
personally, when [discrim-
ination] happens within 
communities that I belong 
to, like black communities 
or Muslim communities, 
that’s particularly hurt-
ful,” Adenekan added. 
“I hope that’s something 
people can be aware of.”

Despite the additional 
hurdles she has had to 
face in her fencing career 
simply by virtue of  her 

identity, Muhammad 
emphasized how much 
her conscious decision 
to choose happiness has 
shaped both her outlook 
and her outcomes. This 
approach certainly shines 
through in Muhammad’s 
new role as a public 
figure, even—especially—
when she calls attention 
to situations that people 
may find uncomfortable.

“I’m not a whistle-
blower. I’m not here for 
attention; I’m here for 
inclusion and equality,” 
Muhammad said.

During a Q&A session 
with MSA Vice President 
and Wash. U. athlete 
Amal Haque, Muhammad 
talked about how mean-
ingful it was to receive 
her personal Barbie doll. 
Barbie was an integral 
part of  her own child-
hood, and she touchingly 
pointed out that now, 
girls wouldn’t have to 
make hijabs for their 
dolls, because hers would 
already be wearing one. 

Muhammad also 
reflected on her experi-
ences as a college student 
at Duke University, noting 
that Wash. U.’s  campus 
reminded her of  Duke’s. 
Choudhury welcomed this 
perspective. 

“Everything she was 

saying was so relatable…
And when she talked 
about how she tries to 
lead her life according to 
her faith, that connected 
with me a lot,” said 
Choudhury. “I like that 
she said a lot of  things 
that a lot of  people could 
connect to, not only me as 
a hijabi woman of  color 
at Wash. U.”

As founder of  her own 
clothing line, Louella, 
Muhammad’s style on 
stage was even more stun-
ning than expected, as 
she stepped out wearing 
a dark green floral dress, 
black hijab and killer 
booties. Apparently, she 
was even kinder and more 
thoughtful (and fashion-
able) offstage, as well.

 “When I was talk-
ing to Ibtihaj after the 
event, I told her how I 
admired her for being a 
visible hijabi woman of  
color doing great things 
for fashion and social 
justice, and she told me 
that I probably have a 
much bigger impact on 
other people than I real-
ize, just as a hijabi on 
Wash. U.’s campus,” said 
Choudhury. “The idea 
that I, just as a student, 
could inspire people the 
way Ibtihaj does was 
really empowering.”

An intimate chat with Ibtihaj Muhammad in Graham Chapel
HANUSIA HIGGINS
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR
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