
Great Rivers Greenway, an 
organization dedicated to con-
structing greenways—scenic 
outdoor spaces connecting 
areas of  the city—is hosting a 
design competition to help cre-
ate “Chouteau Greenway,” an 
area that will connect Forest 
Park to the St. Louis Gateway 
Arch. Washington University has 
pledged to contribute funding to 
the project.  

The design competition is open 
to teams from all over the world, 
who have until Nov. 21 to submit 
their qualifications. At that point, 
a jury of  nine local and national 
design experts will convene to 
choose four teams, which will 
begin designing in early January 
2018. 

“The Chouteau Greenway 
plan calls for a unique greenway 
through the heart of  St. Louis—
from Washington University 
and Forest Park all the way to 
Downtown and the Gateway 
Arch,” reads a post on Great 
Rivers Greenway’s website. 
“Community members, partners 
and designers will envision the 
Chouteau Greenway through a 
design competition.”

In early April, the St. Louis 
community will have the chance 
to weigh in and respond to the 
designs through a survey on Great 
Rivers Greenway’s website. Based 
on those responses, the final 
design will be chosen and devel-
oped in the following years.

“One of  the things that we’re 
doing is interviewing community 
leaders and stakeholders now to 
make sure we’re doing this proj-
ect in a way that responds to the 
needs of  the community,” Emma 
Klues, Great Rivers Greenway 
vice president of  communications 
and outreach, said.

While the design competition 
is international, Great Rivers 
Greenway and partners are look-
ing for input from St. Louis 
residents.

“Folks can weigh in on where 
they need to get to, the destina-
tions that are important to them 
and the different types of  things 
they would like to do along the 
Greenway,” Klues said. 

Great Rivers Greenway also 
must consider the economic 
benefits of  greenways while bal-
ancing its effects on surrounding 
communities.

“A greenway can be a cata-
lyst for further economic benefit, 
which is great, but we also want 

to make sure that it is equitable 
and sustainable economic devel-
opment, not displacing people or 
creating high rents that are impos-
sible for people to stay in those 

neighborhoods,” Klues said.
Beyond providing a more sus-

tainable way to get around the 
city, the project aims to create a 
more connected and accessible St. 

Louis, highlighting its communi-
ties, history and culture.

“It’s not just a way to get from 
here to there,” Klues said. “It’s 
also a destination in and of  itself.”
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Basketball player Michael McAdoo 
files court documents seeking to 
restore his eligibility after 
plagiarizing a paper in a 2009 
Swahili class.

UNC announces Nyang’oro’s 
resignation, saying the university 
will review “possible irregularities” 
with respect to courses in the 
African Studies department.

NCAA issues formal sanctions 
against football program after 
uncovering improper tutor help.

Thorp becomes 
provost at 
Washington 
University in St. 
Louis.

NCAA rules that “while 
student athletes likely 
beefited from the 
courses, so did the 
general student body.”

Thorp 
announces  
UNC will study 
its balance of 
athletics and 
academics on 
campus.

UNC announces 
that the NCAA 
sees no apparent 
violations related 
to the academic 
fraud. NCAA 
confirms UNC’s 
statement.

Academic transcripts of former 
football star Marvin Austin show 
that he began freshman year 
alraedy having taken a 400-level 
African Studies class, listed as 
being taught by Nyang’oro.

UNC files a report with its Public 
Safety deppartment related to 
“unauthorized signautures on 
grade rolls and grade-change 
forms”.

A report is released that 9 of the 
most suspect classes had a 
majority of football or basketball 
players enrolled.

Thorp announces his 
resignation effective 
at the end of the 
2012-2013 academic 
year.

NCAA reopens investigation.

NCAA decides not to levy sanctions against 
Thorp’s former employer UNC Chapel Hill 

EMMA BAKER
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

School of 
Medicine 
doctor 
awarded 
Louisa Gross 
Horwitz Prize
HENRY ROSEMAN
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

WU to help fund greenway connecting Forest Park to Gateway Arch
ELENA QUINONES
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

SEE GORDON, PAGE 2

The St. Louis Gateway Arch stands in downtown St. Louis. An organization dedicated to constructing greenways, 
Great Rivers Greenway, currently is working to design a Chouteau Greenway to connect Forest Park to the Arch.
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The NCAA ruled last week 
not to levy sanctions against the 
University of  North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill for academic mis-
conduct that occurred during 
current Washington University 
Provost Holden Thorp’s tenure 
as chancellor of  UNC.

The investigation of  UNC 
was initiated by allegations of  
the disproportionate percentage 
of  student athletes enrolled in 
classes in the African and Afro-
American Studies department, 
whose academic standards were 
declared “insufficient” by the 
NCAA.  

Thorp, who is considered a 
potential candidate to succeed 
Mark Wrighton as chancellor of  
Washington University, stepped 
down as chancellor of  UNC 
at the height of  the scandal in 

2012.
“We have acknowledged viola-

tions and accepted responsibility 
for making mistakes. We have 
cooperated with the NCAA’s 
enforcement staff  and proposed 
appropriate sanctions,” Thorp 
stated in 2011. “We have great 
respect for the NCAA review 
process and…we look forward to 
learning the committee’s ruling.”

Because the classes, referred 
to as “paper courses” in the 
investigation, were not offered 
exclusively to varsity athletes, 
it was deemed there was no 
violation of  the NCAA’s legisla-
tion regarding “extra benefits” 
offered to student athletes.

“The NCAA final resolu-
tion issued just a few days ago 
concludes what has been a 
long and involved process both 
by the NCAA and officials at 
UNC,” Thorp wrote to Student 
Life. “When I was chancellor at 

UNC, I shared my perspective. 
At this point, it is best to leave 
further commentary to those 
who currently are involved in 
UNC-related matters.”

The conclusion of  this inves-
tigation, which coincides with 
the commencement of  a global 
search for the University’s next 
chancellor, ensures that neither 
Thorp nor those under him at 
UNC will face further disci-
plinary action related to the 
scandal. According to Wrighton, 
the scandal was addressed dur-
ing Thorp’s hiring as provost, 
after which Wrighton hinted 
at Thorp’s potential as his 
successor. 

“This matter was considered 
when we conducted the Provost 
search in 2013. We were satis-
fied that the situation at UNC 
was handled as well as it possibly 
could be handled by then-Chan-
cellor Thorp,” Wrighton wrote 

in a statement to Student Life. 
“Now, of  course, he is serving 
our community well as Provost, 
and together, we are focused on 
continuing to strengthen the aca-
demic experience at Washington 
University.”

Craig Schnuck, chair of  the 
board of  trustees, said in an 
interview with the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch that it was the 
board’s responsibility to consider 
candidates both externally and 
from within the University.

“The University’s board of  
trustees has responsibility for 
naming my successor,” Wrighton 
wrote. “[Craig Schnuck] has 
shared his intention to conduct 
a global search. The search com-
mittee is just getting organized. 
So, there is nothing further to 
share at this point.”

The board of  trustees could not be 
reached for comment at the time of  
publication.

Dr. Jeffrey Gordon, profes-
sor and director of  the Medical 
School’s Edison Family Center 
for Genome Sciences and Systems 
Biology, was recently awarded the 
Louisa Gross Horwitz Prize for 
his work in microbiology. 

The Horwitz Prize is awarded 
annually by Columbia University 
for outstanding basic research 
in biology or biochemistry, and 
with 46 percent of  previous 
awardees going on to win Nobel 
Prizes, the award is often consid-
ered a stepping stone on the path 
to becoming a Nobel laureate. 
Gordon, frequently credited as the 
“father of  the gut microbiome,” 
was awarded the prize for demon-
strating that the bacteria in the gut 
act almost as an organ to control 
many bodily functions.

This award represents signifi-
cant progress for Washington 
University. As faculty mem-
bers receive more and more 
prestigious awards, the caliber 
of  the University also naturally 
rises, according to Provost Holden 
Thorp.

“If  you look at various kinds of  
rankings of  the University, almost 
all of  them have some sort of  
scholarly reputation component, 
and the success of  the medical 
school is a big driver of  our schol-
arly reputation,” Thorp said.

Gordon, despite always being 
interested in the natural world, 
didn’t always want to be a 
scientist.

“I wanted to be an astronaut 

GRAPHIC BY BRANDON WILBURN | STUDENT LIFE
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THURSDAY 19

One-on-One with Adena T. Friedman, President and Chief Executive Officer of Nas-
daq 
Knight Hall and Bauer Hall, 4 p.m. 
Co-sponsored by Olin Business School and Arts & Sciences David R. Calhoun Lecture-
ship. Seating is limited and registration is required.

Panel Discussion: “Injury, Trauma, and Repair”
Steinberg Hall Auditorium, 6:30 p.m.
Scholars from the fields of anthropology, Holocaust studies and psychology will explore 
issues relating to trauma and repair in conjunction with the installation “Kader Attia: 
Reason’s Oxymorons.” Sponsored by the Kemper Art Museum.

“Ancient Greek Music: A Concert and Discussion,” featuring Ensemble De Organo-
graphia
560 Music Center, 560 Trinity Ave., Pillsbury Theatre, 7:30 p.m.
Co-sponsored by the Department of Classics. 560 Music Center, 560 Trinity Ave. 63130

FRIDAY 20

Assembly Series: “The Institutional as Usual: Diversity, Utility and the University”
Hillman Hall, Clark-Fox Forum, 3 p.m.
Sara Ahmed, independent feminist writer and scholar, will present the James E. McLeod 
Memorial Lecture on Higher Education. Sponsored by the Assembly Series and the Cen-
ter for the Humanities. RSVP online.

Frankenstein Double Feature—A Cinematic Celebration
Brown Hall, Room 100, 7 p.m.
A free screening of “Bride of Frankenstein” (1935) at 7 p.m.  and “Young Frankenstein” 
(1974) at 8:30 p.m. with popcorn and soda. Sponsored by the Program in Film & Media 
Studies and the Center for the Humanities. 

Saint Louis Astronomical Society—“Exploring the Space-time around Supermassive 
Black Holes with Gravitational Lenses”
McDonnell Hall, Room 162, 7:30 p.m.
An illustrated presentation by Heinric Krawczynski, physics. Co-sponsored by McDon-
nell Center for the Space Sciences and NASA’s Missouri Space Grant Consortium.

Performing Arts Department—“Urinetown: The Musical”
Edison Theatre, 8 p.m.
The Performing Arts Department will be performing “Urinetown,” the winner of three 
Tony awards in 2002. Performances will be Oct. 20, 21 and 22 and Oct. 27, 28 and 29.

SATURDAY 21

Art on Campus Walking Tour
Bauer Hall, 11 a.m.
Tour of artworks recently installed throughout the Danforth Campus as part of the Art 
on Campus program, led by Leslie Markle, curator for public art. Weather permitting.

Fall 2017 Undergraduate Research Symposium
Emerson Auditorium, noon.
See the breadth of research being performed by Washington University undergrads and 
speak with current researchers about their work. Opening presentations will take place 
in Emerson Auditorium at noon, followed by a poster session in Knight and Bauer Halls 
beginning 1:15 p.m.

Department of Music Showcase
560 Music Center, 560 Trinity Ave., E. Desmond Lee Concert Hall., 4 p.m.
Selections by various groups, including the Washington University Jazz Band, Chris 
Becker, director. Program online. 

SUNDAY 22

Sam Fox School of Design and Visual Arts—Fashion Show
Steinberg Hall Gallery, 11:30 a.m.
Event produced by the senior fashion design majors. Tickets sold directly through the 
Fashion Design program. $5 in advance and $10 at the door.

Wind Ensemble Concert
560 Music Center, 560 Trinity Ave., E. Desmond Lee Concert Hall., 3 p.m.
Program online. Sponsored by the Department of Music. 

SUN 22
RAIN
66/50

GORDON from page 1 

when I was young, and the 
dream was to go to Mars 
to terraform the planet,” 
Gordon said, “I was always 
interested in unseen, 
unknown life.” 

Gordon had his first 
research experience when 
he was in college and began 
working for the National 
Institutes of  Health after 
completing his residency, 
where he explored unseen 
communities living in the 
gut of  the microbiome.

Gordon’s lab investi-
gates the effect that the gut 
microbiome has on human 
development, especially in 
undernourished children. 

“We basically can take, 
with ethical approval, a 
sample of  the gut commu-
nity and freeze it in time 
from a human donor. It’s a 
snapshot. We can replicate 
that photograph in multiple 
animals that have received 
the donor’s gut commu-
nity. Then we can convert 
that snapshot into a movie, 
so to speak, by following 
the recipient animals over 
time,” Gordon said. 

Through this type of  
causal study, the Gordon 
lab has determined that 
the composition of  the gut 
microbiome determines 
many aspects of  growth, 
from weight gain to bone 
biology.

“You don’t think about 
[human] development typi-
cally from the perspective 
of  microbiology, but in fact, 
there is a partnership, a 
very profound partnership, 
because really these alli-
ances between microbes and 
animals are as ancient as the 
very beginnings of  meta-
zoan evolution,” Gordon 
said.

Gordon believes that a lab 
environment where people 
genuinely want to work fos-
ters the best science.

“If  you can create an 
environment, as a group, 
where people are respected, 
where there is kindness and 
generosity, people with dif-
ferent sets of  interests can 
come together and commu-
nicate with one another and 
see a biological question, 
or a scientific question, in 
a very multidimensional 
way,” Gordon said.

In 2003, Gordon was 
named the director of  the 
Edison Family Center for 
Genome Sciences and 
Systems Biology.

He designed the center to 
be open and collaborative to 
bring all of  the different labs 
together.

“The importance of  
having courage, kindness, 
generosity can’t be under-
stated in order to affect a 
really broad, interdisciplin-
ary approach to problems,” 
Gordon said.

This interdisciplinary 
approach and spirit of  col-
laboration has led Gordon’s 
lab to less prosperous 
nations around the world 
with the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, where 
the lab looked at ways to 
address child undernourish-
ment. Currently, the lab is 
examining better foods for 
undernourished children to 
eat in Bangladesh.

“None of  the food-based 
interventions that were 
deployed were developed 
based on knowledge of  the 
microbiology of  the gut 
microbiota,” Gordon said.

According to the 
Gephardt Institute for 
Civic and Community 
Engagement, there are 
173,000 children in St. 
Louis at risk for hunger.

“We don’t have to look to 
Bangladesh. There are chal-
lenges in St. Louis itself. 
There is undernutrition; 
there are many, many, many 
problems,” Gordon said.

The solutions that 
the Gordon lab is devel-
oping for low-income 
countries around the world 
may be just as applicable in 
St. Louis, a few miles from 
campus.

“I believe that this is 
a defining century for 
humanity and that a great 
university tries to contex-
tualize itself, its strengths, 
its potential, against what 
obstacles humans face in 
order to live peacefully with 
one another, to respect one 
another and to also progress 
in terms of  our knowledge 
and stewardship,” Gordon 
said.

According to Gordon, his 
work with students has been 
a bigger award than the 
Horwitz Prize itself.

“For me, the biggest 
award has been the expe-
rience of  being able to 
journey together with 
almost 130 students, and 
post-docs and a magnificent 
group of  staff  in the lab over 
the years,” Gordon said.

In such a collaborative 

environment, Gordon sees 
the awards and recognition 
that he receives as honors 
meant for his students, not 
for himself.

“A committee makes 
a decision about who to 
bestow awards on; that’s 
something that’s not in 
anybody’s control, nor is 
hopefully the goal of  being 
a scientist to have a spot-
light shine on you but rather 
to shine on those that have 
been part of  this shared 
journey,” Gordon said.

Gordon was informed 
that he had received the 
Horwitz Prize back in 
April but could not tell any 
of  the scientists he works 
with until the prize was 
announced this fall.

When asked about the 
difficulty of  keeping this 
honor under wraps, Gordon 
said that it was not as diffi-
cult as one might think.

“I wasn’t focusing on the 
award, I was focusing on 
our journey, trying to figure 
out what are the next steps 
in our progression devel-
oping microbiota directed 
complementary foods, fig-
uring out the mechanisms 
by which [the gut microbi-
ome functions],” Gordon 
said.

Turning to his wall, 
Gordon pointed out the 
poster nestled between his 
framed awards and the 
rejection letter from the 
Washington University 
School of  Medicine for the 
class of  1969. On the poster 
was an African proverb: 
“If  you want to go fast, go 
alone. If  you want to go far, 
go together.” 

Even if  Gordon has com-
pleted his research with the 
help of  his team, his own 
curiosity certainly helped 
the project come to fruition.

“It’s rare to see something 
like this that is so rooted in 
curiosity-driven research—
Jeff  was truly just trying to 
understand microorganisms 
and their role in human 
development,” Thorp said.

Summing up his research 
and his recognitions, 
Gordon seemed very happy 
with where he is.

“The feeling I have inside, 
truly, is that all the work 
we’ve done as a lab has 
brought us to this moment 
so that we can begin to do 
the things we’ve always 
wanted to do,” Gordon 
said.
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After losing five straight 
games, the Washington 
University football team 
returned to its winning ways 
Saturday with an emphatic 
55-20 win over Buena Vista 
University at Francis Field. 
The Bears flourished on both 
sides of the ball, overwhelming 
the Beavers for a comfortable 
victory by scoring at least 13 
points in each quarter.

The game began with soph-
omore quarterback Johnny 
Davidson and the Red and 
Green offense driving down the 
field. On a fourth-and-five early, 
Davidson went to an unlikely 
target, completing a 20-yard 
pass to senior Nate Lowis to 
keep the drive alive. For Lowis, 
a defensive back, it was his first 
reception all year and just the 
second of his career.

The Bears continued to 
march down to the 12-yard 
line, where an 11-yard run from 
sophomore running back John 
Fisher put the offense a yard 
away from the first score. Fisher 
then completed the effort, 
punching it in for a touchdown.

After drawing first blood, 
the Red and Green came out 
ready to play on the defensive 
end. After what looked to be a 
promising drive, Buena Vista 
decided to roll the dice on 
fourth-and-two. Responding 
to the challenge, the Wash. U. 
defense came up with a big 
play, sacking the Beaver quar-
terback for a 5-yard loss and a 
turnover on downs.

With the offense back on 
the field, Wash. U. looked to 
turn their hard work on the 
defensive end into more points. 
The unit continued to click, 
with Davidson distributing the 
ball for positive gains in yard-
age. The Bears were also able 

to establish a strong ground 
game, with running backs 
Fisher, sophomore Seth Kutter 
and junior Logan Bash all get-
ting involved during the drive. 
Eventually, the Bears found 
themselves on the two-yard 
line, where senior running back 
David Nees made the score 
14-0 with a short touchdown 
rush.

Buena Vista’s offensive strug-
gles continued in the second 
quarter, as it failed to convert 
again on fourth down. Later in 
the quarter, the Red and Green 
defense came up with another 
big play, as the Beaver quar-
terback fumbled the ball at his 
own two-yard line. Sophomore 
defensive lineman Michael 
Prescott recovered the fumble 
for a Wash. U. touchdown.

The Beavers followed with 
an empty offensive possession, 
and the Wash. U. offense took 
the field with 5:59 to go in the 
half. The Bears cut through the 
Buena Vista defense, and a six-
play, 42-yard drive resulted in a 
four-yard touchdown pass from 
Davidson to senior tight end 
Mark McMillin.

Desperate to find some 
sort of offensive momentum, 
Buena Vista took the field again 
with 4:15 to go in the half. This 
time, the Beaver quarterback 
began to find connection with 
his receivers, leading to a scor-
ing opportunity in the red 
zone. On first-and-goal from 
the Red and Green nine-yard 
line, Buena Vista notched its 
first points of the game with a 
touchdown pass to make it 28-7 
heading into halftime.

Fresh off one of their best 
halves of football of the sea-
son, the Bears were eager to 
continue piling on the pressure 
in the third quarter. The Bear 
defense continued to assert 
their dominance as the second 
half began, forcing the Buena 

Vista offense to go three-and-
out right off the bat.

Wash. U. capitalized on 
its defensive success with a 
five-play, 31-yard drive, end-
ing with a 17-yard touchdown 
run by Davidson. The Bears 
added on points as Davidson 
and McMillin connected for 
a touchdown with 6:30 in the 
quarter, making the score 41-7.

However, as the Bears were 
pulling away, Buena Vista 
responded with a 5-yard score 
to make the score 41-14. The 
Beaver defense was then able to 
force the Bears into a rare situa-
tion: a punt, one of just two on 
the afternoon for Wash. U.

Heading into the final quar-
ter, Buena Vista looked to 
score again. However, their 
quarterback took a hard sack 
from senior defensive lineman 
Nick Leduc, fumbling the ball 
for the second time. Again, 
Prescott was in the right place 
at the right time, recovering the 
fumble for his second defensive 
touchdown of the game.

With just 10 minutes left, 
each team would prove to 
have one more score in them; 
one-yard rush by Bash and a 
four-yard rush by the Beavers 
settled the score at 55-20.

Against a Buena Vista team 
that entered the game above 
.500, Wash. U.’s performance 
was a prominent display of the 
team’s offensive and defensive 
prowess and its high ceiling for 
future improvements. Playing 
as a cohesive unit through-
out the game, the Bears were 
finally able to use some of the 
newfound experience that head 
coach Larry Kindbom had 
touted during recent losses.

The Bears will hope to take 
this momentum to Cleveland, 
Ohio, when they take on No. 
17 Case Western Reserve 
University October 28 after a 
bye week.

Football powers past Buena 
Vista with explosive offense
HEMAN DUPLECHAN
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Volleyball goes undefeated 
in four games in Chicago

At this point, the parallels 
between the 2016 and 2017 
Washington University vol-
leyball teams are verging on 
eerie. Last year, the Bears 
lost six games in the first 
two weeks of the season, but 
flipped the switch after that, 
only losing another five for 
the rest of their campaign 
which included a run to the 
NCAA championship match. 
In 2017, the Bears lost four 
matchups to unranked teams 
in September, but if  their fall 
break performances are any 
indication, they may be well 
on their way to another late-
season run.

Just like many other Wash. 
U. students, the Bears traveled 
to Chicago, Ill. over fall break. 
Instead of taking pictures of  
the Chicago Bean, however, 
the volleyball team matched 
up with four UAA rivals, 
including two heavyweight 
bouts with ranked opposition. 

The first game of the week-
end was the biggest matchup 
in terms of the national rank-
ings, a Friday night matchup 
with fourth-ranked Emory. 
The Bears, 20th in Division 
III heading into the match, 
were underdogs in the rank-
ings but had the momentum 
of four straight wins in their 

favor.
The Bears started on the 

front foot, picking up the first 
set largely on the virtue of  
jumping out to an early 10-3 
lead. The Eagles, however, 
rebounded and picked up two 
quick sets to take a 2-1 lead. 
In the fourth set, Wash. U. 
just managed to survive, hold-
ing the lead throughout the 
set, but fending off several 
Emory rallies on the way to a 
narrow 25-21 win.

In the decisive fifth set, 
the Bears’ offense stole the 
spotlight, posting a .600 
hitting percentage in the high-
pressure final frame. With a 
sophomore Ifeoma Ufondu 
kill from a sophomore Chloe 
Stile assist, Wash. U. took the 
set 15-11, giving them a 3-2 
victory and their biggest win 
of the season so far. 

The next two matches of  
the weekend—later Friday 
night against Brandeis 
University and Saturday after-
noon against the University 
of Rochester—were largely 
uneventful. Against Brandeis, 
Wash. U. held the Judges 
to a .020 hitting percentage 
on the way to a straight set 
victory. The Bears won by 
the same margin against the 
Yellowjackets, though that 
perhaps masks how close 
each individual set was. 
Wash. U. took the second set 

by just two points, and they 
had to go to a 26th point to 
clinch the match in the third 
set. 

The final match of the 
weekend, against hosts 
and thirteenth-ranked the 
University of Chicago, was 
the Bears’ second big hurdle 
of the weekend. The Maroons 
drew first blood, winning a 
hotly contested first set 25-23.

Wash. U. responded 
quickly, scoring the first three 
points of the second set and 
never trailing on their way 
to a 25-20 win. The third set 
went in much the same way; 
while Chicago managed to 
draw level with the Bears on 
three separate occasions, they 
never could pull ahead, and 
Wash. U. once again took a 
25-20 victory.

In the fourth set, with the 
chance to clinch the match, 
the Bears’ offense was one 
again highly efficient. The 
Bears racked up a .481 hitting 
percentage, ending the match 
with a comprehensive 25-13 
win.

Wash. U. now holds a 6-1 
record in the UAA and has 
clinched the second seed in 
the conference tournament 
next month in Atlanta. The 
Bears will hope their current 
win streak, currently at nine 
games, is a sign of yet another 
surge into the playoffs.  

JON LEWIS
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR
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A
s all current 
students know 
from their high 
school days, 

Washington University loves 
to recruit hopeful students 
using flashy postcards and 
flyers, usually featuring 
glossy photos of  laughing 
students frolicking through 
the cherry blossom trees 
next to Crow Hall or by the 
rows of  perfectly manicured 
tulips outside Graham 
Chapel. Where, you may 
ask, do these flowers come 
from? Who plants them? 
Am I hallucinating because 
of  the stress of  midterms, 
or do they magically appear 
overnight?

According to a Student 
Union presentation by 
WU/FUSED, Washington 
University’s chapter of  
the national coalition U/
FUSED, the University has 
$10 million in its endow-
ment specifically allocated 
toward tulips. Although only 
the interest the fund garners 
is actually spent on them, 
that’s still a ton of  money 
for something that only 
lasts a couple weeks, before 
being replaced with yet 
another short-lived plant. As 
inspiration for all the future 
mega-donors out there, here 
are the Forum staff ’s sugges-
tions for the next $10 million 
that comes the school’s way. 

Buy one really, really 
big tulip

To be completely hon-
est, I don’t know anything 
about tulips. I couldn’t even 
tell you what color they 
are. When I try to imagine 
one, my brain presents me 

with an image that could 
be labeled “default_flower.
jpg,” and which looks a lot 
like a child’s drawing of  a 
daisy. So I have no idea how 
large a tulip could feasibly 
grow. But whatever happens 
to be the upper limit of  tulip 
height, I propose that we 
buy one that big and stick 
it somewhere on campus. 
With my hazy understand-
ing of  tulip economics, I 
would estimate that the 
world’s largest tulip could 
cost anywhere between $8 
and $1,000. Either way, 
that’s not a lot relative to the 
actual tulip budget, so with 
the rest of  the money (after 
we commission a plaque 
for what I assume will be 
named “The John M. Olin 
Memorial Tulip”), I think 
we should fund a couple of  
scholarships and call it a day. 
That way, the school will 
have used the tulip budget 
for its intended purpose, 
while also doing something 
that benefits people outside 
the tulip industry. 
—Jen McLish, Staff  Writer

Teach students a 
valuable lesson about 
the harsh realities of  

capitalism

Flaunt the absurdity of  an 
eight-figure fund earmarked 
for a perennial flower. Teach 
our sheltered students that 
their oligarchic overlords 
actively don’t care about 
anything other than the 
extravagances that their 
wealth allows. Let students 
know that if  they work hard 
and get rich, they too can 
taunt the rest of  the world 
with inane uses of  their 
money. 
—Sean Lundergan, Staff  Writer

Drain the swimming 
pool in the Athletic 

Center and fill it with 
a million $1 bills

I’ve just always wanted 
to see what that looks like, 
both spatially and visually. 
—Aiden Blinn, Contributing 
Writer

Fund scholarships

To be fair, we can’t blame 
the administration for 
spending money on tulips; 
the money was set aside 
specifically for that purpose 
by a donor, and if  people 
want to make a sizable 
donation to Wash. U., they 
have the right to determine 
where those funds go. That 
said, future donors ought to 
consider endowing schol-
arships for low-income 
students. Wash. U. has 
made a conscious effort 
toward recruiting students 
from diverse socioeconomic 
backgrounds in recent 
years—our number of  Pell-
eligible students has reached 
Provost Holden Thorp’s 13 
percent target—but there’s 
still room for improvement. 
Maybe we’re no longer 
the least socioeconomi-
cally diverse school in the 
country, but admissions still 
considers a student’s ability 
to pay when deciding who 
can come here, something 
that can’t be said of  most 
other elite universities. 
—Ella Chochrek, 
Editor-in-Chief

Subsidize book costs

OK, yeah, this is a bit 
ambitious. But think about 
it, a million dollars could 

probably help a lot of  
students purchase expensive 
textbooks for classes like 
General Chemistry, General 
Physics I, Introduction 
to Psychology or even 
Introduction to Western 
Art. If  the average book 
costs $200 (an ambitiously 
low estimate), then 1 mil-
lion dollars could heavily 
subsidize between 5,000 
and 10,000 books. That’s 
not an insignificant number 
for our community. A lot 
of  students are paying 
their way here and trying 
to make ends meet—we 
should be providing help 
for such a crucial part of  
the academic experience, 
instead of  making sure there 
are colorful flowers dotted 
across campus.  
—Peter Dissinger, Staff  Writer

Plant carrots instead

We’ve all been asking the 
Office of  Residential Life 
for a new, more affordable 
meal plan for years. And 
while you can, in fact, eat 
tulips, I don’t know that 
this would necessarily be 
the most appetizing form 
of  institutional rebel-
lion. Carrots would be an 
innovative middle ground. 
Students running to and 
from class, exams and meet-
ings could have a healthy 
and accessible snack at their 
fingertips at any place or 
time on campus (looking at 
you, never-ending Whispers 
Cafe construction). We 
could also brag about our 
fantastic #sustainability, 
and commitment to #locale-
ats. Particularly enterprising 
prospective students would 
enjoy the interactive experi-
ence of  pulling up a carrot 
and eating just like a real 

Wash. U. student. And if  
the tulip craze really was 
just for the aesthetics, we 
could always spray paint the 
carrot tops to be more excit-
ing, if  need be. 
—Madi Bangs, Contributing 
Writer

Bribe the U.S. News 
& World Report

Can you imagine the 
surprise on the faces of  
chancellors and president 
at our peer institutions 
when they see, in the next 
iteration of  yearly college 
rankings, that Wash. U. 
jumped the 17 places up to 
first place? Here’s the thing: 
No one’s actually going to 
believe that Wash. U. is the 
No. 1 ranked school, but the 
point is attention. Wash. U. 
administrators moan and 
complain that all of  our 
problems (socioeconomic 
diversity, racial diversity, 
prestige, admissions yield...) 
are in part rooted in the fact 
that we’re in the middle of  
Missouri and because of  
that—to put it simply—
we’re less well-known as an 
institution. Just think about 
all the publicity we could 
get! All press is good press! 
All of  our problems will be 
solved! (To make a com-
parison only 0.0001 percent 
of  Wash. U. students will 
understand: Think about 
the tulip fund as Chuck 
Blazer and Wash. U. in the 
first place spot as the United 
States’ men’s national soc-
cer team making the World 
Cup. Without Chuck Blazer 
and a little bribery—well, 
we all know what hap-
pened. I’m still bitter about 
it. Just deal with it.)
—Noa Yadidi, Managing 
Editor

Get better chairs for the 
libraries

I spend more time in 
Danforth Campus libraries 
than I am willing to admit. 
Whether it’s a trip between 
classes or the middle of  an 
all-nighter to finish home-
work I should have started 
four days earlier, the chairs 
on this campus are hor-
rible. Give me some more 
cushion and proper lumbar 
support. Let me adjust the 
height or lean back and 
doze off  for only like 15 
minutes, I swear. In fact, 
just get those chairs from 
the first “Men in Black” 
movie when everyone is in 
that white room. It can be 
the cocoon of  safety from 
the real world. 
—Matt Wallace, Staff  Writer

Actually get tulips?

Has anyone actually 
ever seen these supposed 
tulips? I definitely haven’t. 
So maybe, like, get some 
tulips. We could fill up all 
of  Mudd Field with tulips 
and frolic in them between 
classes. Or, alternatively, 
buy every student their own 
bouquet of  tulips. Campus 
seems to be severely lacking 
in terms of  our supposed 
floral allocations. 
—Tyler Sabloff, Contributing 
Writer

Financial aid

Does this really need 
more explanation? 
—Hannah Gilberstadt, 
Contributing Writer

Ways Wash. U. should spend its money

L
ast week, 
Washington 
University 
announced 

its plan to waive the $75 
application fee for stu-
dents with a total annual 
family income less than 
$75,000. Additionally, 
the University will allow 
all students to self-report 
standardized test scores 
when they initially apply.

Most college appli-
cants take a standardized 
test—either the SAT or 
the ACT—at least once 
during their high school 
career, often in addition 
to AP or IB exams, and 
these costs can add up. 
When the time to apply to 
college rolls around, fees 
charged to send scores to 
universities are tacked on, 
increasing the cost even 
more. 

This change, which 
falls in line with some of  
Washington University’s 
peer institutions, 

represents a step in the 
right direction in terms 
of  attracting low-income 
students to the University. 
Lowering or eliminat-
ing barriers for talented 
applicants provides a 
hopeful glimpse into a 
more equitable future for 
the University.

Additionally, the 
University instituted a 
policy wherein when a 
student applies, there will 
be no system to check 
whether annual family 
income is actually below 
$75,000 per year. Instead, 
the University will employ 
an honor system, allowing 
applicants to self-select. 
Previously, applicants 
could request a fee waiver 
to eliminate the cost of  
applying—an extra step in 
the already arduous pro-
cess. Studies have shown 
that students who repeat-
edly have to prove their 
low-income status through 
applications or forms grow 

discouraged from submit-
ting future applications.

Application fees are 
often used as a form of  
“demonstrated interest” 
in a school. Students 
show they can pay $75 
(or whatever the fee may 
be), just to tell a university 
they want to go there, and, 
somehow, this indicates 
the ability to pay the rest 
of  the $65,000 tuition. 
The concept of  completely 
eliminating this continual 
cycle of  fees, however, 
presents an alluring pos-
sibility for the future of  
college applications. 

Currently the price of  
SAT exams ranges from 
$45 to $57, a fee including 
the submission of  scores 
to four colleges, with each 
additional score report 
costing $11.25. Similarly, 
the ACT ranges from $43 
to $59, also including four 
score reports, and each 
additional report costs 
$13. If  the average student 

applies to seven schools, 
this total can range 
anywhere from $78.75 
to $98, which essentially 
is the same cost as an 
additional application fee. 
Through the self-reported 
score system—open to 
all students, regardless of  
family income—students 
can independently tell 
Washington University 
their scores, without 
having to send official 
score reports. Instead, a 
student’s scores will be 
verified upon their accep-
tance to the University. 
By instituting an honor 
system, the University 
demonstrates trust in its 
students, while also allevi-
ating financial concerns. 

Although still a work in 
progress, the University 
make changes to improve 
socioeconomic diversity 
represents a welcome 
step toward a more 
diverse student body 
in the future. However, 

other schools similar to 
Washington University, 
such as the University 
of  Chicago, offer a more 
robust fee waiver process: 
Any student applying for 
financial aid does not 
have to pay an applica-
tion fee. The Student Life 
editorial board thinks the 
University should give 
this idea serious consid-
eration, depending on 
the success of  the newly 
instituted program, as it 
could potentially attract 
even more students who 
would have previously 
been discouraged by the 
high cost. 

Other barriers, like 
low technology literacy 
or decreased access to 
resources in high school, 
still present challenges—
but easing this process, 
even a little, can go a long 
way. After the applica-
tion period closes next 
January, administrators 
will check to see if  people 

took advantage of  the new 
system, and we hope the 
new policy will be clearly 
illustrated to potential 
applicants considering 
Wash. U.

Additionally, to further 
the process of  increasing 
socioeconomic diversity 
on campus, widely broad-
casting all financial aid 
opportunities could attract 
some students who previ-
ously discredited Wash. U. 
as an option. 

The college application 
process is increasingly 
complicated and over-
whelming, especially for 
those who already feel 
they’re discounted from 
certain opportunities at 
the outset. Easing the tran-
sition from high school to 
college student by reduc-
ing stress—especially 
financial stress—repre-
sents the goal all schools 
should hold dear: to sup-
port students, in whatever 
way they can. 

STAFF EDITORIAL

A step toward economic equity

SEE TULIPS, PAGE 7
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I was introduced to Arcade 
Fire relatively recently, on 
a late night bus ride when a 
friend gave me “The Suburbs” 
and I had nothing better to do 
but put it on.

Listening to “The Suburbs” 
during that bus ride was a 
musical experience like no 
other. For the entirety of  
the 64-minute album, I was 
enthralled by the passionate 
vocals of Win Butler and the 
incredible instrumentation of  
the band. As I drove late at 
night through various suburbs 
and over streets and highways 
(a fitting setting), I was struck 
again by the album’s themes 
of freedom and escape, con-
flict and despair.

In “The Suburbs,” Arcade 
Fire paints a tale of resistance 
and individuality against a 
dystopian view of the sprawl 
and society. It is both a pas-
sionate album and a painfully 
beautiful one. It ranges from 
soft ballads like “City With 
No Children” and “Sprawl 
I” to more hard rock tunes 
like “Month of May.” “The 
Suburbs” covers an array of  
music styles while managing 
to not sound cacophonous 
and folds each song into the 
themes of the album.

Along with “The Suburbs,” 
both “Funeral” and “Neon 

Bible” rank among my 
favorite albums, with “Neon 
Bible” at the top. In their first 
three records, Arcade Fire 
consistently brings a passion 
that sticks out amongst other 
music. All three of these 
albums are deeply personal 
and deal with finding one’s 
self and place in the wider 
world.

“Funeral” begins 
with four tracks named 
“Neighborhood,” all dealing 
with home and one’s place. 
Each are different, but contain 
a similar message of growing 
up and dealing with change. 
Arcade Fire continues this 
theme throughout the album 
and into “Neon Bible.”

“Neon Bible” is a darker 
project than “Funeral,” and, in 
my opinion, is an evolution of  
what Arcade Fire wanted to 
start with “Funeral.” “Neon 
Bible” deals with not being the 
person you want to be, or that 
you feel you should be. 

In the first few tracks the 
listener is placed into a dark 
reflection of our own world 
where surviving is the only 
thing that seems to matter. 
The second half of the album, 
however, focuses more on 
rebelling against the world 
around you and trying to 
find your own way. The last 
five songs on the record are 
a story of both intense pain 
and extreme excitement and 

hope, as well as being what 
I consider some of the best 
music out there.

In these first three albums, 
Arcade Fire manages to 
create deeply personal and 
emotional music. The songs, 
whether melancholic or joyful, 
slow or upbeat, are passion-
ate above all else. I consider 
“Funeral,” “Neon Bible” and 
“The Suburbs” to be Arcade 
Fire, and to a certain extent 
indie rock/pop, at its finest.

But there is more in Arcade 
Fire’s discography than those 
first three albums. In 2013, 
the group released their 
fourth album, “Reflektor,” a 
departure from their previous 
projects. “Reflektor” picks up 
elements of electronic and 
dance music. The album is 
much more digital feeling than 
its predecessors and, to be 
honest, it’s also much weaker.

While I appreciate risk-
taking in music—the art form 
would have stagnated a while 
ago without it—this risk taken 
in “Reflektor” did not pay off. 
Arcade Fire suddenly changed 
their style, turning their back 
on what made them what they 
were in the first place.

Yet with their recent album, 
“Everything Now,” Arcade 
Fire has tried something, 
again, a little different. 
“Everything Now” paints 
itself as a commentary 
and a satirical version of  

consumerism, like it’s trying 
to be a musical homage to the 
classic movie, “They Live.” 
Arcade Fire spread rumors of  
a frivolous lawsuit about the 
“millennial whoop,” a dress 
code for an upcoming show, as 
a way of both publicizing the 
band and satirizing the acts of  
modern-day corporations. 

The fact of the matter is that 
all of the “viral marketing” 
Arcade Fire went through 
does not make up for the fact 
that the band has sacrificed its 
status as an indie icon in order 
to make a mediocre dance-pop 
album. Gone is the chamber 
feel of their previous work. 
Gone is the intense passion of  
the band. Gone are the dark 
themes of self and the per-
sonal experiences woven into 
the music. Sure, “Everything 
Now” is supposed to satirize 
the increasingly cold, emotion-
less corporate world we live in, 
but satire is not an excuse for a 
bad product. 

With “Everything Now,” 
Arcade Fire tried and failed to 
be edgy in a frankly embar-
rassing way. Between the 
$110 price tag, the mediocrity 
of the album and the absent 
themes that were entwined in 
their previous work, Arcade 
Fire seems to have, for lack of  
a better term, sold out.

Arcade Fire’s fall from 
grace has left me asking: 
What does it even mean to 

have a favorite band? Does it 
mean that you love all their 
albums? Does it mean that 
some of the band’s music 
holds a special place in your 
heart? If I tell people that 
Arcade Fire is my favorite 
band in 2017 does their 
mind jump to their incred-
ible first three albums or to 
“Everything Now?” 

Although “Neon Bible” 
remains my favorite album 
and “Funeral” and “The 
Suburbs” are also up there 
on my list of favorites, I feel 
such a lack of connection to 
today’s Arcade Fire. I passed 
over the opportunity to go 
to an Arcade Fire concert 
earlier this year because I 
knew that it would tarnish my 

opinion of them even more 
to see them pushing their new 
music over their old songs that 
enthralled me so much. 

I have stopped telling 
people that Arcade Fire is 
my favorite band. I tend to 
derail the conversation and 
talk about my favorite artists 
in different genres, as now 
that Arcade Fire has been 
dethroned in my mind, it 
seems wrong to have one 
band that I like more than any 
other. So for now I don’t think 
that I have a favorite band, but 
there’s still a part of me wait-
ing for Arcade Fire to redeem 
themselves in a few years and 
climb back onto the pedestal 
that I have in my mind for 
them.

What it means when your favorite band falls from grace
JOSH ZUCKER
STAFF WRITER



Autumn may have offi-
cially begun a few weeks 
ago, but the tempera-
ture is finally falling for 
good, and Washington 
University students are 
settling into their routines 
of  Canada Goose jackets 
and steaming-hot chai lat-
tes. Whether this will be 
your first winter in a cli-
mate where snow actually 
exists or you’re just 
looking for more ways to 
live your life burrito-rol-
led into a blanket as much 
of  the time as possible, 
here are my tips to ensure 
that your October is super 
cozy.

Comfort food
There’s almost nothing 

more satisfying than 
tucking into a hot meal 
in midwinter (or, uh, in 
mid-October), especially 
when you’ve made it 
yourself. If  you’re living 
in a dorm, you may have 
limited-at-best access 
to cooking equipment, 
but your culinary aspi-
rations shouldn’t be 
squashed by the mere 
obstacle of  sparse sup-
plies. Crowdsource 
measuring cups and 
frying pans from resident 
advisers, or borrow them 
from your more culina-
rily-inclined friends. 

Soups, stews and 

oven-baked pastas are 
wonderfully hearty dishes 
that require minimal 
measuring or fancy equi-
pment: Simply chop up 
some veggies, boil some 
pasta, toss in some spices, 
like you’re a mouse fixing 
a disastrous soup in a 
struggling French restau-
rant kitchen, and saute, 
simmer and stir. 

Pair your home-co-
oked comfort food with 
stovetop hot cocoa for the 
ultimate cozy meal. It’s 
seriously easy to make, 
and eons better than that 
watery packet-of-powder-
based nonsense. 

Know your 
snow

Snow may have a cozy 
image—especially 
when it’s falling 
at dusk, viewed 
through a frosted 
pane-glass win-
dow, preferably 
while you’re 
sipping a mug 
of  warm apple 
cider—but 
the reality of  
slipping on a 
patch of  black 
ice and falling 
on your butt, 
bruising your 
tailbone and 
soaking your jeans 
in the process? 
Definitely not cozy. 

Make sure you’re prepa-
red for snow’s potentially 
vicious consequences, 
which extend beyond 
the accompanying 
frosty temperatures and 
the ever-present threat 
of  a snowball attack. 
Waterproof  shoes with 
rubber soles and good 
traction are a necessity. 
If  you’re unfamiliar with 
driving or biking in the 
snow, exercise caution: 
The thin layer of  water 
that forms between this 
wet surface and your tires 
(or skates) can lead to a 
major wipeout, like one 
experienced by a novice 
hockey player. 

Likewise, educate your-
self  on standard snow 
terminology and removal 

techniques. 
Black 

ice is a 
thin, 

translucent layer of  solid 
danger that often occurs 
on paved parking lots; 
it’s not a “shiny puddle.” 
The coarse white granu-
les you see scattered on 
sidewalks and roads are 
not snowflakes—they’re 
salt crystals, used to melt 
the snow more rapidly 
by lowering its freezing 
point. These points 
might be overly obvious 
to the solid one-third of  
Wash. U. that hails from 
Chicago, but I know 
there’s at least one first-
year student out there 
who needs this crucial 
information—as evidence 
by a Californian friend of  
mine who really thought 
that road salt was snow. 

Cozy couture
The key to cold-weather 

style is layering, and laye-
ring has many benefits. 
Aside from the inherent 
warmth, 
wearing 
four 
layers of  
clothing 
means 
you can 
sport a 
chic coat 
as an out-
fit topper, 
and no 
one will 
know that 
you have a 
shapeless, 

frumpy fleecy sweater 
underneath. For socks 
and base garments, aim 
for natural fabrics or moi-
sture-wicking synthetics 
that will keep you warm 
but not sweaty.

Luckily, cozy fashion 
is en vogue, too: Huge 
blanket scarves and fuzzy 
sweaters keep you feeling 
like you’re still cocooned 
under the covers in bed, 
and they’re stylish to 
boot. 

On the other hand, 
abandoning all pretense 
of  fah-shun results in 
the ultimate payoff  of  
coziness. During my 
freshman year at Wash. 
U. I purchased a Snuggie, 
and it was truly one of  
the best investments I’ve 
ever made. Laying on the 
couch or the floor, franti-
cally typing a last-minute 
midterm paper (or 
newspaper article) while 
swaddled in a warm, pro-
tective layer of  bright blue 

fleece is a feeling 
like no other.
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 Camry Tacoma
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THE OFFER*
$750 rebate on select new Toyota models when you finance 

or lease through Ackerman Toyota.
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Stovetop 
hot cocoa 

recipe

Prep time: 10 min 
Total time: 10 min
Serves: 2

1. Warm 2 cups of  
coconut milk in a sau-
cepan on the stove over 
medium heat.

2.  When the milk 
reaches a simmer 
(when it’s bubbling 
a little bit but not 
aggressively), stir in 2 
tablespoons of  sugar, 
2 tablespoons of  cocoa 
powder and a pinch 
of  salt. Reduce heat 
to low and continue 
to stir until sugar 
and cocoa are fully 
dissolved.

3. To add spice, 
sprinkle in some cinna-
mon or cayenne pepper 
(optional). 

4. Turn off  the 
stove, pour hot cocoa 
into two festive mugs, 
and enjoy!

Tips for staying warm as temperatures dive down
HANUSIA HIGGINS
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR

ILLUSTRATIONS BY JOSH ZUCKER | STUDENT LIFE



T
he role of  a uni-
versity expands 
beyond that of  
just educating 

students academically. A 
university has the responsi-
bility to foster a supportive 
community where students 
feel safe and have access to 
the resources they need to 
thrive.

Mental health resources 
are severely lacking and 
are made even more inac-
cessible by restrictions set 
in place by Washington 
University. The lack of  
understanding shown by 
the University toward the 
reality of  available mental 
health resources on campus 
and their importance is 
unacceptable.   

“In order to offer ser-
vices to as many students 
as possible, the [Mental 
Health Services] profes-
sional counseling staff  

provides short-term, time-
limited counseling services,” 
according to Student Health 
Service’s (SHS) website.

Reaching all the students 
who want and need to 
use SHS’s mental health 
services is imperative, but 
we should not be forced to 
sacrifice quality of  care for 
quantity.

By asking students 
with more severe mental 
health illness that cannot 
be solved “short-term” to 
seek counseling elsewhere, 
the University is further 
stigmatizing students who 
need more regular therapy, 
while also ignoring the 
issue that these students 
are also the ones who need 
the most accessible therapy. 
This issue is exacerbated 
by the lack of  available 
transportation, especially 
for underclassmen, which 
makes off-campus therapy 
access that much more diffi-
cult. Students are presented 
with further obstacles, 

instead of  being encouraged 
and commended for seeking 
out services.

Even with appointments 
being limited to 16 per stu-
dent, the wait time to get an 
appointment is frustratingly 
long. This relatively small 
number of  appointments 
can barely get a student 
through the year with 
appointments every other 
week. University officials 
overlook these significant 
limitations when tragedy 
strikes, and they recom-
mend that students utilize 
the mental health services 
on campus to get help in 
coping.

SHS has expanded the 
variety of  options stu-
dents have to seek services 
through Let’s Talk and 
Therapy Assisted Online 
(TAO). However, these are 
not substitutes for regular 
therapy that some students 
need or prefer. In fact, TAO 
shows the University’s 
continued attempt to avoid 

committing resources to 
increasing staff  at SHS. 

While expanding the 
types of  services offered 
should be encouraged, based 
on student input, it is irre-
sponsible for the University 
to continue to increase the 
size of  the student body but 
not expand the services it 
provides at the same rate. 

Efforts by the University 
and SHS to expand staff  are 
not known to the student 
body and do not make a 
noticeable difference in wait 
times for therapists and 
psychiatrists, which can be 
weeks. The University needs 
to reevaluate the Mental 
Health Services budget and 
how it recruits new mental 

health staff  members to 
speed up the process of  
making services more avail-
able while maintaining the 
quality of  staff.

Ultimately, the University, 
SHS and mental health 
leadership and staff  need 
to reevaluate their mission 
to decide whether they are 
truly serving students best.

AIDAN STRASSMANN | SENIOR FORUM EDITOR | FORUM@STUDLIFE.COM STUDENT LIFE   7THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2017

Ms. Hutson’s account 
shows what happens 
when amateurs attempt to 
invent a criminal justice 
system in place of  the real 
criminal justice system: 
a rapist gets off  scot-free, 
and may go on to rape 
again somewhere else. 
The real system has real 
penalties (many years’ 

imprisonment) for the 
guilty, and real safeguards 
for the innocent accused. 
The amateur system can, 
at most, expel the per-
petrator, trivializing the 
crime of  rape by imposing 
the same penalty as for 
cheating on an exam.

The purpose of  the 
“Title IX” system is not 
to punish rape, which it 
cannot do. It is to avoid 
the bad publicity of  a 

Washington University 
student or former student 
on trial for rape in the 
criminal courts. University 
administrators fear one 
thing only, bad publicity.

If  the Wash. U. 
administration wanted 
to prevent rape, it would 
ban alcohol from all 
University-owned resi-
dences, and not obstruct 
the enforcement of  the 
drinking-age laws.

JONATHAN KATZ
PROFESSOR OF PHYSICS

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

CAROLYN PERLMUTTER
CLASS OF 2020

Our needs cannot be overlooked: Expand SHS resources

Even though I am a 
sophomore, I struggle 
with reaching out for help 
through the Washington 
University community. 
While I have my friend 
group, am involved in co-
curriculars and (usually) 
attend my classes, I still don’t 
know who here I can turn to 
when things get rough. I am 
grateful for the resources on 
campus, but I have never had 
the self-awareness to reach 

out when things get hard, 
and I feel I am not alone in 
this situation. A lot of  us 
feel like we are the only ones 
going through these issues, 
and oftentimes we are not. 
Many of  us feel like we are 
drowning. 

A few weeks ago, I found 
out that one of  my parents 
had been diagnosed with 
cancer and that they would 
be undergoing a surgery in 
the following week. That, on 
top of  other family issues, as 
well as the strains of  being 
a student here, was hard to 

take, and I made less of  an 
effort to head to my classes 
in general. I lost sight of  the 
importance of  focusing on 
my education because that 
wasn’t able to fix the other 
problems I was having in 
my life. During this time, I 
received emails from numer-
ous teachers reminding me 
that if  I kept missing classes, 
my grade in that class would 
drop a full letter grade for 
not adhering to class policy. 
It was interesting and upset-
ting that these people who 
see me so often made it their 

priority to tell me of  the 
consequences of  my actions, 
rather than to find the root 
reason. 

While I was figuring out 
how to respond to these 
emails, I received a different 
email from one of  my teach-
ers. He asked to schedule 
a time to meet with me in 
regard to class and how I 
was feeling. From just that 
one email checking in with 
me, I told him everything 
that was going on, and we 
met for an hour in person 
over coffee later that week to 

discuss how I was feeling. At 
this meeting, he revealed to 
me that he went through a 
very similar situation when 
he was going through gradu-
ate school, so he understood 
my pain. He took the time 
to listen to my frustrations, 
fears and concerns, and he 
validated all my feelings. He 
provided practical support, 
and while he couldn’t prom-
ise me that things would get 
better, he assured me that he 
would be willing to accom-
modate in any capacity 
possible. He told me he was 

here to help. 
I am extremely grate-

ful that this teacher paid 
attention to me and that he 
took the time to reach out. It 
made me feel really good to 
know that someone realized 
I was struggling and that 
they wanted to help. Thanks 
to him, I can say I have faith 
that there are individuals 
looking out for us in this 
community, and I hope, in 
the way he was able to help 
me, I will be able to look out 
and help others. Remember 
that you are not alone.

SOFIA MIRANDA-FRED
CLASS OF 2020

An appreciation for observant teachers

Fall break is over, and 
you know what that 
means—Thanksgiving is 
right around the corner, 
and the holiday season is 
close behind. Are those 
sleigh bells I hear? Well, 
they can jingle right off, 
because there’s only one 
holiday you should care 
about right now, and that 
holiday is the “Eight 
Weeks of  Halloween.” 
Yes, eight. Frankly, 
anyone who tells you that 
Halloween is only on one 
night is a liar, a charlatan 
and probably someone 
who uses their Toyota’s 
backup cam to strategi-
cally flatten children’s 
tricycles. Halloween 
starts on Sept. 1, which 
coincidentally marks the 
day I started wearing this 

glow-in-the-dark skeleton 
bodysuit underneath my 
clothes. Honestly, two 
months is still barely 
enough to fully experience 
all the reasons Halloween 
is superior to every other 
holiday, so if  you feel 
that you’ve been missing 
out, here’s a few of  the 
many features that set 
Halloween apart. 

MUSIC

You know how 
Christmas songs are 
cute and festive at first, 
but then by your second 
loop of  Michael Buble’s 
classic (and creatively 
titled) holiday album 
“Christmas,” you want 
to bludgeon him to death 
with a candy cane? That 
will never happen with 
Halloween music because 
folks, it’s bangers all the 

way down. At this point 
in the Halloween season, 
I have logged exactly 666 
plays of  the Tombstone 
remix of  “Spooky Scary 
Skeletons,” Andrew 
Gold’s seminal work and 
my own favorite song 
of  all time. In fact, I’m 
listening to it right now, 
and it sounds exactly as 
spookily good as it did 
the first time. But if  you 
want to mix it up a little, 
you can always turn to 
the evergreen “Monster 
Mash,” or any song on 
the “Nightmare Before 
Christmas” original 
soundtrack, except, you 
know, the ones about 
Christmas.

MOVIES

“Halloweentown II: 
Kalabar’s Revenge.” Your 
honor, I rest my case.

AESTHETIC

You’re walking down 
a neighborhood street. 
Everything is still and 
quiet, except the leaves 
rustling in the cool night 
breeze. You see them only 
as indistinct, smudged-
charcoal shapes on the 
gnarled trees which loom 
high above you. Only the 
moon is clear, with every 
crater and blemish standing 
out on its round, pale face. 

Some of  the street’s 
many windows glow 
orange; some are as dark 
and cold as the mouth of  
a deep, deep cave. Among 
the shadows that lie thick 
over the bare yards and 
porches to your left, a row 
of  jack-o’-lanterns flicker, 
revealing to you all kinds 
of  strange and otherworldly 
shapes: a snarling face with 

rows of  sharp teeth; a thin, 
serpentine shadow pass-
ing over a moon made of  
flame; and… 

“Look, that one has 
Garfield on it.” You 
scream, jerk away from 
the soft voice at your ear. 
Your heart racing, you run 
blindly into the darkness. 
The shadows swallow you, 
and I see you no more. As 
the frantic pounding of  
your feet on the cracked 
sidewalk fades away, I 
smile. 

FOOD

Listen, I’m Jewish, 
and I love potatoes more 
than I love myself, so yes, 
Hanukkah is one of  my 
all-time favorite holidays. I 
would eat latkes for every 
meal, if  I thought I could 
survive for more than a 
week on a starch-only diet. 

And yes, Hanukkah food 
will always make me think 
of  family, warmth and 
light. On the other hand, 
though, there’s the feeling 
I get as soon as I see the 
candy aisles in CVS start to 
fill up. It’s the feeling I got 
from coming home after 
trick or treating, dump-
ing a sack of  candy out 
on my bedroom floor and 
trying to make my sister 
trade me her Kit-Kats for 
your pretzels. It’s a crisp, 
perfect fall night, distilled 
into a $5 bag of  assorted 
Hershey’s Miniatures. 
Every Crunch bar returns 
me to my childhood; every 
piece of  candy corn has 
the bittersweet taste of  a 
joyful, but distant, memory. 
Not to mention the taste 
of  pouring a tablespoon 
of  undiluted sugar into 
my mouth. God, I love 
Halloween. 

JEN MCLISH
STAFF WRITER

It’s almost Halloween, and no, I will not shut up about it

Build a giant hole 
in the East End of  

campus

What’s that? We already 
did that? 
—Jon Lewis, Senior Sports 
Editor

Become a 17th cen-
tury Dutch Trading 

Company

For those of  you who 
haven’t heard of  tulipoma-
nia, the term refers to the 
period of  Dutch history 
when the economy of  
the country was so tied 
to tulips that a bubble 
brought the country to 
its knees and wiped out 
life savings. But with a 
$10 million tulip budget, 

Wash. U. can corner the 
Dutch tulip market in the 
17th century and capital-
ize on the rapidly rising 
prices before it’s too late. 
Maybe the school will 
make so much money that 
we can divest from fossil 
fuels! 
—Josh Zucker, Design Chief

Pay my ransom to 
StudLife

I’ve been held for 
ransom in the Editor in 
Chief ’s office for nine 
days without food or 
water. I’m beginning 
to hallucinate myself  
playing Connect 4 with 
Dean of  Students  Rob 
Wild and that Chancellor 
Mark Wrighton actually 
divested from fossil fuels, 
which is ridiculous, of  

course. But if  someone 
could slip some sort of  dry 
cracker under the door, 
I’d be super grateful. Just, 
please, nothing from Cafe 
Bergson. 
—Ethan Jaynes, Senior 
Online Editor

Build Cupples III

Nothing says “mecca of  
scholarship” like another 
building named after 
Samuel Cupples himself, 
business partner of  Robert 
Brookings and famed 
woodenware merchant. 
There obviously isn’t 
room near Cupples I and 
Cupples II for a new build-
ing, so Cupples III will 
just have to be on the other 
side of  campus. Maybe we 
should just start renaming 
every building “Cupples 

X” for a more cohesive 
campus theme. Maybe 
we should just change 
the name to Cupples 
University. 
—Elena Quinones, 
Contributing Writer

Bring back the com-
postable plastic cups

OK, I’ll admit this is 
niche. When I was a fresh-
man I swear the plastic 
cups in Bear’s Den that 
I would sneakily drink 
soda from said “compost 
me.” As an environmental 
policy major, I thought 
this was the coolest thing 
ever. Like, so cool that 
I told my parents and 
more than a few friends 
from back home about 
them. Recyclable plastic? 
Who knew? Imagine my 

surprise when I came back 
to campus last year as 
a highly mature sopho-
more, only to find that my 
precious cups now read 
“recycle me.” Is this some 
kind of  joke? Am I in the 
midst of  a fever dream? 
Was all of  freshman year 
just a fever dream? I’ll 
never know. 
—Aidan Strassmann, Senior 
Forum Editor 

Install telephones 
around campus

I can’t be the only one 
constantly wrestling with 
my phone battery. One 
moment I’m watching 
cooking videos in class 
at full power; the next 
moment I walk outside 
with a dead brick in my 
pocket. What if  I need 

to make a quick call or 
tweet in transit? Instead of  
paying for tulips, use that 
money to install strategi-
cally placed community 
cell phones around cam-
pus. We all know nothing 
comes free at Wash. U., 
so the administration can 
certainly charge a few 
quarters for the privilege. 
You’ll never be tethered 
to your technology again. 
The best part is you won’t 
even need the contacts 
in your phone. Instead, 
there can be a great big 
book below the phone 
containing the names and 
addresses of  everyone in 
the Wash. U. community. 
Call it a “Bear Book” or 
something, ask the First 
Year Center, they have 
names for everything. 
—Aaron Brezel, Managing 
Editor

OP-ED SUBMISSION

OP-ED SUBMISSION

TULIPS from page 4 
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ZBT shuttles students to airport, raises money for Las Vegas shooting victims
KAYLA STEINBERG
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

GENEVIEVE HAY | STUDENT LIFE
The Zeta Beta Tau fraternity house stands on Forsyth Boulevard. ZBT raised money for Las Ve-
gas shooting victims through brothers driving students to and from the airport this weekend.

Washington University’s 
Zeta Beta Tau fraternity 
chapter drove students to 
and from the airport over 
fall break in an effort to raise 
money for a family whose 
father died in the recent Las 
Vegas shooting.

Daniel Pang, a sopho-
more Las Vegas native and 
member of  ZBT, started 
the fundraiser in conjunc-
tion with ZBT president and 
junior Perry Gordon after 
learning that his 15-year-
old family friend Ayzayah 
Hatfield had lost his father, 
Charles, in the shooting.

The Las Vegas shooting is 
the most deadly mass shoot-
ing in modern U.S. history. 
Gunman Stephen Paddock 
fired on a crowd of  over 
22,000 people at a country 
music festival, killing 58 
people—Charles Hatfield 
among them—and wound-
ing over 1,000 others. 

Hatfield, a 34-year-old 
police officer and military 
veteran, had gone to rescue 

people on the night of  the 
shooting even though he was 
off  duty. He leaves behind a 
wife and two children.

Following the shooting, 
ZBT brothers, including 
Gordon, reached out to Pang 
to make sure that he was 
OK. It was then proposed 
that the fraternity fundraise 
to help the Hatfield family.

Knowing that stu-
dents needed rides to and 
from St. Louis’s Lambert 
International Airport for 
fall break, Pang suggested 
that the fraternity provide 
transportation as a fund-
raising effort. ZBT received 
150 requests for rides, and 
the members were able to 
accommodate 125 of  them. 
The fraternity charged $15 
for rides—plus a small fee 
for additional passengers—
and plans to donate all of  
the proceeds to Ayzayah and 
his family. 

So far, the fraternity has 
raised $2,205.33, making the 
fundraiser their largest and 
most successful to date.

Gordon noted that 
because tragedies such as 

mass shootings make news 
commonly, many have 
become desensitized to such 
issues. However, ZBT’s fun-
draiser had a major impact 
on his life and on the lives 
of  many other Washington 
University students.

“It’s getting very numb,” 
Gordon said. “People were 
encouraged and wanting 
to help instead of  just sit-
ting by their computers and 
tweeting.”

Gordon said that he was 
empowered by the out-
pouring of  support from 
Washington University 
students, some of  whom 
cancelled prior transporta-
tion plans to ride with ZBT 
and give money to the cause.

Pang, who discussed the 
shooting and his family 
friend’s story with students 
while driving them to the 
airport, described how the 
fundraiser connected the 
Washington University com-
munity to that of  Las Vegas. 

“It definitely opens up an 
opportunity for people to 
get directly involved,” Pang 
said.
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