
Over the past few years, 
Washington University has 
seemed to appoint individuals 
to new administrative positions 
with increasingly complex titles. 
For example, Rob Wild serves 
as associate vice chancellor for 
student affairs, dean of  students 
and vice chancellor for students. 
These new titles, which are 
updated with the evolving needs 
of  the University, are integrated 
into the administration’s gener-
ally vertical chain of  command.

The University’s organi-
zational hierarchy can be 
simplified to at least five levels, 
which consists of  chancellor, 
executive vice chancellors, 
vice chancellors, associate vice 
chancellors and assistant vice 
chancellors.

WHAT IS THE 
CHAIN OF 
COMMAND?

Chancellor Mark Wrighton 
effectively serves as the 
University’s chief  executive offi-
cer, and he is responsible for all 
University operations. 

The chancellor is advised by 
his executive vice chancellors, 
who manage broad sectors of  the 
institution.

“There are four executive vice 
chancellors: One for medicine 
(the executive vice chancellor 
for medical affairs), one for aca-
demic affairs (which is also the 
provost), one for alumni and 
development affairs and one for 
administration,” Executive Vice 
Chancellor for Administration  
Henry Webber said.

Vice chancellors lie below 
executive vice chancellors in the 
organizational hierarchy. Vice 
chancellors have responsibilities 
for specific administrative func-
tions, such as human resources 
or student affairs. Although most 
of  the vice chancellors report 
to one or more executive vice 
chancellors, there are a few who 
report directly to Wrighton.

While associate vice 

chancellors act as deputies to 
vice chancellors, assistant vice 
chancellors are one step further 
down, with less authority than 
associate vice chancellors. 

“Generally speaking,” Webber 
said, “associate vice chancellors 
have a broader span of  control, 
with larger areas under their con-
trol and influence, than assistant 
vice chancellors.”

On the academic side, there 
are vice provosts, associate 
vice provosts and assistant vice 
provosts. Their duties largely 
correlate to those of  the chancel-
lors’, but exist in the academic 
realm which includes, but is not 
limited to, admissions, graduate 
education and libraries.

WHY DO SOME 
ADMINISTRATORS 
HAVE TWO TITLES?

“Chancellor” titles primar-
ily focus on administrative 
capabilities, and “faculty” 
titles are reserved for academic 
roles. However, individuals can 
assume both administrative and 
academic responsibilities with 
the appointment of  both “chan-
cellor” titles and “faculty” titles.

For example, Provost Holden 
Thorp is both the executive vice 
chancellor for academic affairs 
and the provost. The former 
title involves administrative 
duties and a functionality as the 
University’s chief  academic offi-
cer. The latter title indicates his 
involvement in the academic side 
of  the University’s operations.

“I don’t see [the two titles] 
being any different. It’s just a 
longstanding convention. For 
people who look it up, finding 
out that I’m the executive vice 
chancellor helps them under-
stand that I’m in the group of  
the most senior officers that 
report to the chancellor,” Thorp 
said.

Customarily, if  a member 
of  the staff  or faculty retains 
two titles, the titles are related 
to each other in subject and 
inherently interact with each 
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BEYOND SPOTIFY 
Playing music on 
multiple platforms 
allows for discovery 
of new music 
(Cadenza, pg 5)

PLAYOFF BOUND 
A New York Yankee 
fan reflects on his 
team’s journey to 
the playoffs 
(Sports, pg 6) WHAT TO DO INSTEAD OF WILD

(Scene, pg 4)

School of Law to accept GRE

rank law school median lsat
1 Yale University 173
2 Stanford University 171
3 173
4 University of Chicago 170
5 Columbia University 172
6 New York University 169
7 University of Pennsylvania 169
8 University of Michigan 169
8 University of Virginia 169

10 Duke University 169
10 168
12 UC Berkeley 167
13 Cornell University 167
14 University of Texas-Austin 167
15 167
15 UCLA 167
17 Vanderbilt University 167
18 168

TIE

TIE

TIE

TIE

TIE

TIE
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University becomes sixth in nation to accept alternative 
entrance exam beginning with applicants for Fall 2018
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Comedic rapper Lil Dicky, known for songs including “$ave Dat Money,” will perform at Brookings Quad Friday. 
Lil Dicky’s impending performance has led to student concern, as well as to SPB issuing a public apology statement.

COURTESY OF W MAGAZINE

Activists release letter condemning SPB, student body for Lil Dicky selection
SAM SEEKINGS
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

SEE SPB, PAGE 2

SEE HIERARCHY, PAGE 3

A group of  16 students, 
many of  them leaders in 
minority advocacy groups on 
campus, released an open letter 
Thursday condemning Social 
Programming Board, and the 
Washington University student 
body more generally, for the 
selection of  white rapper Lil 
Dicky to headline this semester’s 
WILD. 

The Sept. 14 announce-
ment that the rapper—whose 
comments in a 2013 blog post 
and elsewhere have been char-
acterized as offensive and 
potentially racist—will head-
line the twice-yearly concert 
quickly drew criticism from a 
variety of  sources, eventually 
prompting an apology from 
SPB, released Sept. 27. In this 

statement, SPB’s executive 
board apologized for the process 
not being “sufficiently inclusive 
and responsive” and outlined 
changes to the WILD artist 
selection process.

The authors of  the letter 
consider the changes—which 
include consulting the Center 
for Diversity and Inclusion and 
the Diversity Affairs Council 
before selecting certain artists—
a step in the right direction, but 
feel the apology is too little, too 
late.

“In the weeks following their 
announcement of  Lil Dicky, 
SPB has dealt with the follow-
ing uproar very poorly. Instead 
of  earnestly listening to the 
black community’s legitimate 
concerns, apologizing sincerely, 
and attempting to redress the 
problem, SPB has attempted 
to shirk responsibility for their 

actions,” the letter read. “From 
the first day the announcement 
was made, students voiced 

their concerns and frustra-
tions through social media. 
Those concerns went largely 

unaddressed by SPB, despite 

The Washington University 
School of  Law will begin 
accepting the Graduate Record 
Examination as an alternative to 
the Law School Admission Test 
from applicants to the Fall 2018 
J.D. program, becoming the 
sixth law school in the country 
to do so.

The School of  Law hopes to 
allow more students to the pos-
sibility to apply by accepting the 
Graduate Record Examination 
(GRE), which is taken for 
entrance to many graduate pro-
grams, as an alternative to the 
Law School Admission Test 
(LSAT), which specifically tests 
for preparedness for law school. 

While the LSAT is the tra-
ditional entrance exam for law 
school, the GRE is offered more 
frequently and typically costs 
money for students to prep for. 

For both of  these reasons, the 
School of  Law hopes that the 
GRE can provide more stu-
dents, including those who may 
be struggling to decide between 
law school and graduate school, 
the chance to apply.

According to Mary Ann 
Clifford, the law school’s assis-
tant dean of  admissions, the 
school made the decision after 
studying the predictive ability 
of  both exams. 

“Washington University Law 
School conducted a study based 
on students that had taken both 
[the] LSAT and GRE to see if  
[the GRE] could potentially be 
used as a predictor of  success 
in law school. The results came 
back that it could be,” Clifford 
said. 

Five other law schools—
Harvard University, Georgetown 
University, Northwestern 
University, the University of  
Arizona and the University of  

Hawaii—also accept the GRE. 
“Many law schools have strug-

gled to maintain the volume of  
applicants and their high aca-
demic standards of  admissions 
because they’ve had fewer appli-
cants to select from [recently],” 
Executive Director of  Pre-Law 
Programs for Kaplan Test Prep 
Jeff  Thomas said. “Law schools 
have been trying for years to 
figure out ways to change the 
value proposition for why get-
ting a legal education is a great 
thing and to make the [cost] of  
applying to law school a little bit 
less burdensome for those appli-
cants. By accepting the GRE, it 
allows law schools to extend the 
reach of  potential applicants.”

According to senior Lance 
Peterzell, president of  the 
Washington University chapter 
of  pre-law fraternity Phi Delta 
Phi, this shift to accepting the 

How Wash. U.’s 
administration is 
structured, explained
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THURSDAY 5

Lunchtime Discussion: “Pledges of Allegiance”
Kemper Art Museum Plaza and Kemper Room 104, noon
Please join Washington University vice provost and William M. Van Cleve Professor of  
Law, Adrienne Davis, artist and adjunct faculty at Webster University, Yvonne Osei; and the 
Kemper Art Museum’s associate curator, Meredith Malone, for a discussion of  contempo-
rary artist Robert Longo’s flag, “Untitled (Dividing Time)(2017),” now on view outside the 
Museum.

Lecture: “Racially Traumatic Stressful Events and Symbols: African Americans’ 
Responses to Police and the Confederate Flag”
Seigle Hall, Room 248, noon
Jackson State University professor Byron D’Andra Orey will give a lecture sponsored by the 
department of  Political Science. 

FRIDAY 6

International Relations Round Table: “Venezuela in Crisis”
Danforth University Center, Room 248, 1 p.m.
This event is sponsored by the Undergraduate Dean of  the College of  Arts & Sciences and 
the department of  history.

SUNDAY 8

STL Cure Sarcoma 6K Run / Walk
Creve Coeur Park, 13725 Marine Ave., 8 a.m.
A patient-oriented event created in partnership with the Sarcoma Program of  Washington 
University, Siteman Cancer Center and Sarcoma Foundation of  America will raise funds 
for research both nationwide and in St. Louis. Registration online.

theFLIPSIDE
EVENT CALENDAR

THURS 5
CLOUDY
81/66

FRI 6
CLOUDY
84/70

SAT 7
MOSTLY CLOUDY
77/51

SUN 8
MOSTLY SUNNY
86/63

POLICE BEAT
OCTOBER 2 
Larceny—Simon Hall 
Dell monitor stolen from unsecured room.
Disposition: Pending.  

GRE from page 1

The Washington 
University Office of  
Sustainability and Parking 
and Transportation Services 
has announced October 
as Active Transportation 
Month and will organize 
multiple programs and 
events to encourage sustain-
able transportation.

According to the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, transportation 
makes up 27 percent of  the 
United States’ total green-
house gas emissions. By 
encouraging students to 
walk, bike or use public tran-
sit, Active Transportation 
Month will focus on reduc-
ing these emissions.

The Office of  
Sustainability plans to 
host Active Transportation 
Month every October 
and April, according to 
Sustainability Coordinator 
Clara Steyer.

“There is a big culture 
of  driving in the U.S., so 
in terms of  carbon emis-
sions, it’s a disaster. And 
so especially at Wash. U., 
I think it’s a chance for 
people to change their men-
tality around transportation, 
and I think getting people 
together and getting people 
excited about other ways to 
move, not only on campus 
but around the city, is super 
important,” Steyer said.

To accomplish this 
change, the Office of  
Sustainability and Parking 
and Transportation Services 
has planned programming 
focused on student and com-
muter involvement.

The first event of  the 
month will be the Commuter 
Resource Fair, held in 
the Edison Courtyard on 
Thursday, Oct. 5 from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. There 
will be free bike tune-ups, 
alternative transportation 
consultations from Parking 
and Transportation Services, 
bike registrations and dis-
counted U-lock and helmet 
sales. Additional bike tune-
ups will be held Oct. 10, 16 
and 24. 

A MetroLink ride and 
Food Roof tour will be held 
Oct. 7. A group will meet 
at Brookings Quadrangle to 
take the Metrolink to Food 
Roof, a rooftop farm in 
downtown St. Louis, to tour 
the 10,000-square foot farm, 
sample its produce, and learn 
about sustainable rooftop 
farming methods.

In addition to this, the 
Washington University 
Outing Club has organized 
a bike ride to Grove Fest, at 
which participants can watch 
street performances, as well 
as explore local craft, fash-
ion and art vendors. Before 
the bike ride, there will be 
a short lesson on Missouri 
bicycle laws and road safety.

“I’m excited for the bike 

ride to Grove Fest. I think 
a huge barrier to getting off  
campus using active trans-
portation is comfort, and 
it’s a great opportunity for 
people to ride in a pack and 
become comfortable riding 
on the roads and becom-
ing familiar with St. Louis’ 
bike infrastructure,” co-
president of  Volunteers for 
Environmental Restoration, 
Development and Education 
and junior Alexis Vidaurreta 
said.

The last event of  Active 
Transportation Month will 
be Car-Free Commute Day, 
held on Wednesday, Oct. 18. 
Though many undergradu-
ate students live on campus, 
those who live off  campus 
will be able to participate in 
morning group bike rides 
from various neighbor-
hoods, and free breakfast 
will be available for car-
free commuters. There will 
also be a Bike Skillshare 
and Safety class led by the 
Washington University 
Police Department at 5 p.m. 
on the Swamp that day.

According to Vidaurreta, 
active transportation goes 
beyond merely participating 
in the month’s events.

“I think active transporta-
tion [is] one of  the biggest 
things you can do to reduce 
your individual carbon 
footprint,” Vidaurreta said. 
“[It’s] really an important 
individual choice you can 
make.”

Active Transportation Month 
encourages sustainable transport
OLIVIA SZYMANSKI
NEWS EDITOR
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GRE may help pre-law 
students at the University. 

“I think it’s definitely a 
positive change as far as 
helping the student body. 
There’s definitely a decent 
amount of  the population 
that is interested in pos-
sibly choosing between 
grad school and law 
school,” Peterzell said. 
“If  this represents a shift 

for the larger law school 
community as a whole, 
for more law schools to 
start accepting the GRE, 
I think that could really 
be useful for a lot of  
students.”

Although select law 
schools are starting to 
accept the GRE, the most 
common advice for pre-
law students remains to 

continue preparing for the 
LSAT, since the majority 
of  law schools currently 
only accept the LSAT.

“The GRE might be the 
track of  option for those 
on the fence students, but 
for students that really 
know law school is in their 
future, the LSAT is still 
the test they need to take,” 
Thomas said.

numerous attempts to 
directly pull them into the 
conversation.”

 In addition to SPB, the 
letter also criticizes the 
student body as a whole.

“We must also hold 
the student body of  this 
University more generally 
culpable for this terrible 
decision. Ultimately, the 
survey results of  the stu-
dent body were a deciding 
factor in bringing Lil 
Dicky to campus,” the 
letter read. “It is disturb-
ing that so many of  our 
classmates—the people 
we study, work and live 
with—chose a known rac-
ist to represent them on 
the main stage of  WILD. 
In making that deci-
sion, our fellow Wash. 
U. students either did not 

consider the effects that 
their votes would have 
on their black friends and 
classmates, or worse, knew 
that their choice would 
offend us, and did not 
care.”

Aside from decry-
ing SPB and the student 
body’s response, the let-
ter recommended further 
changes to the selection 
process, asking that SPB 
disclose the full mechan-
ics of  the procedure from 
start to finish.

Many of  these com-
plaints had been raised 
before the letter’s pub-
lication, including at a 
Student Union Senate 
meeting Oct. 3, where 
Senate was given the 
chance to co-sign the let-
ter. Senate ultimately 

decided not to support the 
letter, with only three sen-
ators voting in favor of  the 
resolution. 

Junior Clayton 
Covington, who attended 
the session and helped 
craft the letter, felt that 
senators were missing the 
point of  the letter, noting 
that conversation centered 
around concerns regard-
ing phrasing, rather than 
on the student government 
allying with the black 
community. 

“Specifically, earlier it 
was stated that, ‘We don’t 
like this because this uses 
vernacular language.’ You 
should realize that that’s 
racially coded; that’s 
coded in terms of  class, 
and that’s coded in terms 
of  educational standards,” 

Covington said at the 
Senate session Tuesday. 
“I have an upbringing dif-
ferent than other black 
people on this campus. 
We’re a very diverse, non-
monolithic community. 
If  your qualm is with dif-
ferent points of  speech 
because of  the vernacular, 
because they don’t exert 
the speech you prefer, that 
is racist, straight up.”

Although presented 
with the opportunity to 
undertake a roll call vote, 
where each senator’s vote 
would be recorded indi-
vidually, Senate decided 
to proceed with a regular 
vote instead, meaning that 
the official report of  the 
vote lists only total votes 
for and against as well as 
abstentions.

“At the emergency 
Senate meeting on Sept. 
17, Senate asked the stu-
dent body to have grace 
and believe that they 
would work towards 
improvement in terms of  
transparency and account-
ability,” freshman Mia 
Hamernik wrote in a 
statement to Student Life. 
“Upon being given the 
first opportunity to prove 
to the student body that 
Senate was abiding by its 
claims, they overwhelm-
ingly shut down said 
opportunity…By not pass-
ing the resolution, Senate 
was telling the student 
body that they preferred 
anonymity and safety 
from constituent criticism 
to being held accountable 
for their decisions.”

According to Hamernik, 
the disparity between 
Senate’s words and their 
actions is a common 
theme.

“Ultimately, what 
Senate says is not impor-
tant.  Words are a way to 
save face, and I’ve seen 
this pattern more often 
than not in Senate.  What 
truly matters is their votes 
because those are what 
will translate into very 
real decisions that impact 
the student body they are 
meant to represent.  Not 
showing a willingness to 
make their voting deci-
sions public sends a very 
clear message,” Hamernik 
wrote.

Additional reporting by 
Aiden Blinn.

other. The titles are kept 
separate merely to reflect 
different sides of  the over-
all operation.

DO TITLES 
AFFECT THE 
GENERAL 
OPERATION 
OF THE 
UNIVERSITY?

Although the University 
maintains a hierarchy 
for organizational pur-
poses, Webber believes 
that the administration is 
more collaborative than 
hierarchical.

“There’s a lot of  
autonomy to senior deci-
sion makers here [at the 
University]. I would say 
it is relatively flat organi-
zation, and I think most 
universities are,” Webber 
said. 

Thorp agrees that the 
hierarchy at Washington 
University isn’t particularly 
rigid but believes this differ-
entiates the University from 
its peers.

“It sure seems like [there 
is a hierarchy] from all the 
titles,” Thorp said. “But 
this is a very porous admin-
istration compared to a lot 
of  our peers.”

Thorp wants the com-
municative nature within 

the administration to also 
be accessible to students. 
He encourages students to 
share their thoughts with 
members of  senior lead-
ership, either directly or 
through a student repre-
sentative to the board of  
trustees.

“I don’t think the stu-
dents here take advantage 
of  the fact that there are 
four students going to the 
board meetings,” Thorp 
said. “Students should 
share things with them; 
that’s what it’s for.”

Even though administra-
tive titles are getting more 
complicated, administrators 
believes the system itself  is 
becoming less complex.

Chancellor 
Wrighton

Vice Chancellors/ 
Vice Provosts

Associate Vice Chancellors/ 
Associate Vice Provosts

Assistant Vice Chancellors/ 
Assistant Vice Provosts

GRAPHIC BY JOSH ZUCKER
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SCENE
According to the U.S. 

Environmental Protection 
Agency, environmental 
justice is “the fair treat-
ment and meaningful 
involvement of  all people 
regardless of  race, color, 
national origin, or income, 
with respect to the 
development, implemen-
tation, and enforcement 
of  environmental laws, 
regulations, and poli-
cies”—but it’s also a 
notoriously hard concept 
to define. It is an aspect 
of  sustainability that isn’t 
talked about with as much 
unbridled enthusiasm as 
the adage “reduce, reuse, 
recycle,” nor is it glamor-
ized with slick marketing 
campaigns, like Green 
Monday and similar 
initiatives. But environ-
mental justice is a crucial 
intersection of  broader 
environmental advocacy 
with social justice axes, 
including race and socio-
economic status. 

On Wednesday evening, 
Washington University’s 
Office of  Sustainability 
hosted an “Environmental 
JustICE Cream Social.” 
Lured by the promise of  
my favorite ice cream 
flavor (Clementine’s 
Chocolate Coconut Fudge, 

if  you were wondering) 
and by the opportunity to 
learn about this impor-
tant topic from people 
far more knowledgeable 
than myself, I crossed an 
unusually muddy Mudd 
Field to attend the event. 

As I expected, the ice 
cream was delicious, and 
the conversation was 
engaging. A large turnout 
overflowed the Seigle 
Hall classroom in which 
the event was held, with 
plenty of  Wash. U. stu-
dents (and even a few from 
Saint Louis University) in 
attendance. A diversity of  
academic majors, and of  
pre-existing involvement 
levels in environmental 
justice, were represented.

Senior Annalise 
Wagner, one of  the Office 
of  Sustainability’s student 
interns, helped organize 
the ice cream social, 
which stemmed from an 
initiative last semester to 
forge connections between 
students with common 
interests in environmental-
ism and social justice. 

“When you talk to each 
other, and you realize 
that you have these com-
mon goals, then there’s a 
space for collaboration,” 
Wagner said. “That’s what 
we wanted to create the 
space for, without impos-
ing any preconceived ideas 

of  what we wanted stu-
dents to be working on.”

A round of  “speed 
networking” allowed par-
ticipants to connect with 
new faces, learn about 
one other’s’ interests and 
work in environmental 
justice. As someone who 
considers myself  pretty 
tuned into the environ-
mental community on 
campus, I was pleasantly 
surprised that most of  my 
conversational partners 
were people who I’d never 
met, and I interacted with 
students with a wide range 
of  involvement.

Freshman Alexis Tinoco 
attended the event to learn 
more about how to get 
involved with environmen-
tal justice issues. 

“If  everyone does just 
a little bit, there can be 
a lot of  positive change 
that could be done. I just 
want to get more involved 
with that and, hopefully, 
get other people to feel 
the same way about it,” 
Tinoco said.

One very tangible 
example of  an environ-
mental justice issue—and 
one that’s within 10 
miles of  Wash. U.—is 
the West Lake Landfill 
in Bridgeton, Mo. The 
West Lake Landfill is a 

Ice cream, you scream, we all scream for environmental justice

Posters hanging at the Environmental JustICE Cream Social explain the goals of the environ-
mental justice movement. Students from both Wash. U. and Saint Louis University attended.

HANUSIA HIGGINS | STUDENT LIFE

HANUSIA HIGGINS
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR

Students gather around at Environmental JustICE Cream Social, held in Seigle Hall Wednes-
day. The event featured free ice cream from Clementine’s, a popular local ice cream parlor.

HANUSIA HIGGINS | STUDENT LIFE

SEE JUSTICE, PAGE 4
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What to do instead of going to WILD

ILLUSTRATION BY BRANDON WILBURN 

If  you object to Lil 
Dicky as a problematic 
artist, you don’t care 
for his particular style 
of  music, or you’d just 
rather not go to WILD 
for any of  a multitude of  
other reasons, the Scene 
staff  recommends some 
alternate activities for 
your Friday night. We 
promise you’ll have just 
as much fun as the sweaty 
masses in the Brookings 
Quadrangle.

Go to Sauce Magazine’s 
Food Truck Friday! One 
of  my friends RSVP’d to 
this on Facebook a couple 
weeks ago, and my first 
thought was “Really? 
She’s going to skip WILD 
for this?” Ah, ignorance 
is bliss. The things I know 
now. As an alternative to 
WILD, Food Truck Friday 
is about as good as it gets. 
I went to one over the 
summer and it was amaz-
ing. Food, friends and, 
most importantly, dogs. 
So many dogs. 
—Aidan Strassmann, 
Managing Editor 

Sit in your dorm room 
watching Lil Dicky music 
videos instead of  going to 
WILD because you don’t 
feel like walking to the 
quad or being crushed and 
surrounded by 500 people. 
Or listen to another artist. 
Or just play some dance 
music. In fact, just have 
an impromptu dance party 
with your friends in your 
nice calm dorm and then 
get take-out. 
—Andie Divelbiss, Staff  
Writer

Go to Baileys’ 
Chocolate Bar! Created 
by the same team behind 

student favorite Baileys’ 
Range, this concept 
restaurant is a wonder-
ful place to test out if  
you are looking for a 
night-out vibe that does 
not necessarily involve 
alcohol. Various desserts 
and cheese boards are the 
only two food options on 
the menu, making for a 
unique and uber-classy 
dining experience. While 
all of  your fellow stu-
dents are getting trashed 
and searching for their 
next grinding partners, 
you could be munching 
on a blueberry lemon 
trifle or a brownie bombe. 
Instead of  having rowdy 
youngsters spill their 
drinks all over you on a 
congested dance floor, 
lay back inside the cozy, 
sensuous environment 
of  Bailey’s and (if  you 
are 21 or older) order 
a cocktail at the bar. If  
you are accompanied by 
your friend, lover or some 
combination of  both, I 
recommend trying out the 
“Lovers’ Plate”—a “care-
fully curated” selection 
of  petite sweets that will 
make you remember why 
chocolate is often consid-
ered an aphrodisiac. ;) 
—Maisie Heine, Staff  
Writer

Sit in Bear’s Den and 
enjoy the silence. The 
only other time this 
humble abode is ever still 
is between 3 a.m. and 8 
a.m., so enjoy the rare-
ness of  this event. Sit in 
every booth one by one 
and revel in the freedom. 
You win this day. You are 
king of  the Den. Move 
all the chairs to one table 
and wait for everyone 
from WILD to walk in. 
They’ll be forced to sit 
around you, and you’ll 
have a front row seat to 

the aftermath of  arguably 
one of  the most shamble-
y events on campus. 
Make sure to bring some 
popcorn. 
—Katy Hutson, Staff  Writer

Hang out with the 
architecture students. At 
the last WILD I attended, 
my friend used her swipe 
access to the art school 
so that we could go to the 
bathroom. As I ran giddily 
through the halls without 
a care in the world (other 
than my pressing need to 
pee), I glanced through a 
window and saw a room-
ful of  architects working 
with their typical levels 
of  focus and stress—it 
could’ve been any time, 
any day of  the week in 
that room, while mere 
yards away in Brookings 
Quad, the rest of  Wash. 
U. partied it up. If  you’d 
like to experience the total 
opposite of  the WILD 
environment, but still 
maybe use that snazzy 
Social Programming 
Board filter for your 
Snapchat story, venture 
into the architecture stu-
dents’ lair and marvel at 
their dedication. 
—Hanusia Higgins, Senior 
Scene Editor

Go to the Missouri 
Botanical Gardens! Now 
that it finally feels like fall 
outside and the leaves are 
starting to turn, this is a 
great alternative to the 
crowded, loud quad back 
on campus. Additionally, 
this weekend, the 
Botanical Gardens are 
holding the Best of  
Missouri Market, which 
will host over 120 regional 
farmers, bakers, wood-
workers and jewelers, as 
well as farm animals and 
pumpkin decorating. Soak 
up the autumn vibes while 

you can! 
—Elizabeth Grossman, Copy 
Chief

Wistfully scroll through 
the list of  better artists 
from WILDs past. (We 
missed A Tribe Called 
Quest? And Outkast???) 
—Aiden Blinn, Contributing 
Writer

Just do your laundry. 
You and I both know you 
have to do your laundry. 
So, just do it. Also, I know 
what you’re thinking: No, 
I’m definitely not project-
ing my to-do list onto you. 
—Jeremy Goldstein, Copy 
Chief

Watch baseball! The 
MLB postseason is 
underway with a full slate 
of  Division Series games 
Friday. The fun starts with 
the Houston Astros and 
the Boston Red Sox at 2 
p.m., followed immedi-
ately by the Cleveland 
Indians—and likely Cy 
Young Award winner 
Corey Kluber—versus 
the New York Yankees 
at 5 p.m. The Chicago 
Cubs start their World 
Series title defense at 
7:30 p.m. against the 
Washington Nationals. 
And the world’s best 
pitcher, Clayton Kershaw, 
starts for the histori-
cally good Los Angeles 
Dodgers at 10:30 p.m. 
Friday is the only day 
of  the playoffs with four 
guaranteed games, and 
it’ll be 12 hours of  endless 
excitement. 
—Rohan Gupta, Senior 
Sports Editor

Study for your mid-
terms. We’re in prime 
exam time, and there’s 
no better way to convince 
the world that you’re a 
cool kid than to ace every 

single one. Plus, your 
favorite study spot in Olin 
Library will surely be 
open. 
—Elena Quinones, 
Contributing Writer

Stay in your room like 
the recluse you know 
you are, and listen to the 
bottomless wellspring 
of  fantastic albums that 
have come out in the 
last week or so. Weird 
punk rockers can dig into 
Pere Ubu, Protomartyr 
and TWIABP! Fans of  
bleeps and clicks can 
dive into the new Four 
Tet, Iglooghost or Ben 
Frost projects! Your 
more lupine flatmates 
would be interested in 
the new albums by Wolf  
Alice and Wolf  Parade. 
If  you’re the angry type, 
seek out Primitive Man 
or Street Sects. Anarcho-
communist tendencies? 
Godspeed You! Black 
Emperor has the album 
for you. The point is, a lot 
of  great tunes have been 
released recently, so miss-
ing out on WILD doesn’t 
mean that you have to 
miss out on (better) music. 
—Ethan Jaynes, Senior 
Online Editor

Play a board game. 
Yes, you can play a board 
game as a college stu-
dent. You really can, and 
not just Cards Against 
Humanity in your dorm 
room the first weeks of  
freshman year before you 
have any more interesting 
evening plans. Enlist some 
friends to play a round 
of  the Game of  Life or 
Monopoly or something. 
Or—and this is even bet-
ter—you can play a game 
on your phone by your-
self. My personal favorite 
are word games (duh, I 
edit a school newspaper!), 

but you could honestly 
just sit in bed and play 
Candy Crush while eat-
ing a pint of  ice cream, 
if  you’d like. With your 
phone in your hand, your 
game options are almost 
endless.
—Ella Chochrek, 
Editor-in-Chief  

Twiddle your thumbs! 
Thumb-twiddling is seri-
ously underrated. The way 
they follow one another, 
locked in an infinite 
circular chase with no end 
in sight—it’s mesmeriz-
ing in the same way that 
watching a dog chase its 
tail is. What’s the point? 
What would one thumb 
do if  it somehow caught 
the other? What does it 
say about you that you’re 
literally asking these 
questions about two digits 
which are entirely under 
your control? It’s a blast! 
Or, at least, it’s probably 
better than going to the 
concert. 
—Sam Seekings, Senior 
News Editor

Take a nap! Instead of  
getting really drunk and 
going to an overcrowded 
concert to listen to a 
mediocre artist, just get 
some sleep. I know you’ve 
got a sleep deficit going 
anyway, so why not use 
the opportunity of  an 
empty campus to catch 
up on sleep somewhere 
fun? Go exploring and 
take a nap in the third 
floor of  Jolley Hall or in 
one of  the armchairs in 
McMillan Hall. You can 
even hang out with your 
friends first and then nap, 
instead of  making bad 
decisions at WILD. Just 
make sure to hydrate so 
you don’t wake up from 
your nap with regrets. 
—Josh Zucker, Design Chief

SCENE STAFF

Superfund cleanup site 
that contains radioactive 
waste and also happens 
to be located near both 
residential neighborhoods 
and a continuously smol-
dering underground fire.

Sophomore Jacob 
Plotkin had never heard 
the term “environmental 
justice” before coming to 
Wash. U. but first learned 
about it in relation to the 
West Lake Landfill. He 
attended a community 
meeting with the grass-
roots organization Just 
Moms STL, which advo-
cates for awareness and 
action about the radioac-
tive situation. 

“Hearing the voices 
of  these people who had 
this unfortunate situation 
forced upon them was just 
heartbreaking and really 
showed me the impor-
tance of  environmental 
justice—and how much 
it meant to other people 

for others to come in and 
try to help the situation,” 
said Plotkin.

Some event attendees 
had a more personal con-
nection to social justice 
issues—like Douglas 
Fritz, a student at nearby 
Saint Louis University. 
Fritz’s passion for envi-
ronmental justice stems 
from his firsthand experi-
ences growing up in a 
vulnerable community.

“Our neighborhood def-
initely experienced some 
of  the forces at play in 
the environmental justice 
movement and what they 
try to combat, and I’d like 
to work to give back to 
that as much as possible,” 
he said.

This ice cream social 
merely scratched the 
surface of  environmen-
tal justice issues, but it 
catalyzed conversations 
between students that 
enabled them to dive 

deeper into these issues in 
the future. 

For students who want 
to get involved, this con-
tinuing connection and 
collaboration between 
groups is a great first step 
to take—as well as to 
spread awareness about 
the concept of  environ-
mental justice in general.

“We’re hoping that 
some of  the stuff  that 
comes out of  this event 
we won’t even really be 
able to measure or see 
because it will be within 
students and student 
groups, and people tak-
ing more courses that 
are related,” Wagner 
said. She added that the 
Office of  Sustainability’s 
website, which has a 
page dedicated to the 
relatively new WashU 
Environmental Justice 
Initiative, is a great place 
to start. 

For students who 

haven’t been exposed to 
these concepts, campus 
environmentalism may 
seem limited to recycling 
plastic cups or taking the 
stairs. But learning about 

environmental justice 
opens up a whole new 
arena of  involvement, and 
it’s an often-overlooked 
component of  social jus-
tice with direct relevance 

to the greater St. Louis 
community. Combining 
activism with ice cream 
was a great way for many 
Wash. U. students to take 
that first step.

JUSTICE from page 3 

StudLifestudlife.com@studlife Student Life

Event attendees mingle at the Environmental JustICE Cream Social. The Environmental Jus-
tICE Cream Social was held by the Office of Sustainability, combining activism and ice cream.
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When I was in middle 
school, I considered 
myself  to be quite the 
music connoisseur. I 
would go to the iTunes 
top charts, listen to the 
short 15-second preview 
of  some musical master-
piece like “Viva la Vida” 
by Coldplay and beg my 
mom to let my buy it 
if  it met my prodigious 
standards. I would play it 
for my parents and friends 
and—if  it was really, 
really good—I would set 
it as my ringtone on my 
cellphone. Really, it was 
amazing. I was like a mini 
Anthony Fantano: irritat-
ing but with prime taste in 
music. 

Now, I (along with most 
other people my age) have 
matured and found my 
music using paid stream-
ing services like Spotify, 
Apple Music or Tidal. The 
most widely used of  these, 
Spotify, has ballooned in 
size since its founding in 
2008, with 140 million 
users as of  June 2017 (60 
million of  them paying for 
premium services). 

However, with the 
seemingly endless sup-
ply of  new songs and 
genres on Spotify, there 

comes a cost—one that 
is shouldered primarily 
by artists. The “Spotify 
for Artists” website says 
“if  you have a label or 
aggregator, they’ll get 
your music on Spotify for 
you.” Things like labels, 
agents and music services 
come with associated fees 
and percent-earnings cuts. 
For up-and-coming bands, 
often students or young 
adults, these costs add 
up. The economic bar-
rier posed by Spotify and 
related services prevents 
potentially successful 
bands from ever reaching 
listeners. 

And, thus, comes the 
birth of  SoundCloud: 
the communal haven to 
Spotify’s capitalist market. 
Currently in its 10th 
year of  use, SoundCloud 
allows emerging DJs, 
musicians and podcast 
hosts to upload 180 
minutes of  music for 
free. For a recording to 
technically count as an 
“album,” it must be at 
least 25 minutes in length. 
So, this 180-minute limit 
allows sufficient leeway 
for artists to release a 
significant discography, 
free of  charge. Past that 
limit, artists can upload 
additional music for a flat 
fee, without ever being 

charged by agencies or 
aggregators. Additionally, 
from a listener’s stand-
point, SoundCloud 
account holders can access 
all music on the site for 
free—a contrast with 
Spotify’s recent policy that 
makes some new albums 
only available to premium 
members for a designated 
time period.

Another music distribu-
tion site, Bandcamp, acts 
as a sort of  middle ground 
between the flashiness 
of  Spotify artists and the 
dorm room-produced 
tracks on SoundCloud. 
Bandcamp acts as a 
direct line between fans 
and an artist’s market-
place. Catering mainly 
to independent artists, 
Bandcamp allows bands to 
sell digital copies of  their 
albums, merchandise and 
other forms of  their music 
(cassettes, vinyl or CDs) 
at a self-selected price. 
The difference between 
this and programs like 
iTunes, however, is that 
Bandcamp also allows free 
streaming of  all songs, 
eliminating an economic 
barrier. Payment for music 
or merch is seen as a form 
of  support for the band 
in question, almost like 
a donation toward their 
artistic vision (often, the 

listed price of  an item is 
seen as a lower bound, 
with the option for cus-
tomers to pay more if  they 
want).

Notable names in the 
music community got 
their “big break” by releas-
ing music on Bandcamp. 
(Sandy) Alex G first 
released albums online in 
2011 while still in col-
lege and eventually made 
waves by having one of  
the best albums of  2014, 
according to publications 
like The Washington Post 
and Vogue. Will Toledo, 
better known as Car Seat 
Headrest, released 12 
albums on Bandcamp 
alone and developed 
an online cult follow-
ing before getting picked 
up by a record label. 
Although Bandcamp and 
similar services offer a 
platform for artists to 
showcase their music, they 
rely on the generosity of  
listeners.

In the wake of  the 
deaths (or near-deaths) of  
websites like Tumblr and 
MySpace (R.I.P.), stream-
ing services, both paid and 
unpaid, offer an invalu-
able platform for artists 
and audiences to connect. 
Services like “Discover 
Weekly” playlists on 
Spotify or even something 

as simple as a “browse” 
page open doors for music 
consumers. The “reach” 
of  an artist’s profile, songs 
or recent album release 
increases as people see 
what their friends are cur-
rently listening to or have 
purchased. By market-
ing the entire concept of  
music as a form of  social 
media, sites can create a 
community of  listeners. 

With the added ben-
efit of  accessibility for 
both artists and con-
sumers, SoundCloud 
and Bandcamp are a 
bit like the grassroots 

organizations of  stream-
ing services. They lack the 
funding of  Spotify and 
Apple Music that stem 
from attention garnered 
by big name artists. The 
discovery of  new, fresh 
bands may seem like 
an easygoing, leisurely 
activity, but the processes 
that go into this discovery 
process represent the artis-
tic vision and hard work 
of  bands. So, throw them 
a bone and give a couple 
bucks more than the listed 
price. And go ahead––buy 
that T-shirt you’ve had 
your eye on for a while. 
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Going beyond: How to discover new music in 2017
AIDAN STRASSMANN
MANAGING EDITOR

“DSU” is (Sandy) Alex G’s 5th full-length album, first released 
on music streaming and purchasing site Bandcamp in 2014. 
“DSU” was named one of the best albums of 2014 by “Vogue.”
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I will be the first to admit 
that the way that people 
talk about sports can some-
times verge on the thin line 
between nerdy and sporty. 
Recently, it seems like there 
is some kind of  number 
thrown around to attach to 
any moment in a sporting 
event. And these numbers 
are good! They really can 
be helpful tools to under-
stand how teams are 
performing. But sometimes 
it is easy to get lost in the 
numbers without under-
standing where they come 
from and why they might 
be important. So with that 
in mind, here is a brief  run-
down of  some fall sports 
stats, what they mean and 
what they can tell us.

VOLLEYBALL: 

HITTING 

PERCENTAGE
 
Hitting percentage is 

a statistic I only recently 
understood, but it really 
is great for understand-
ing how a volleyball team 
is doing. Here’s basically 
what you need to know: 
Every time a volleyball 
team tries to spike the ball 
over the net to score a point 
it is recorded as an attack. 
Now, when you attack, one 
of  three things can hap-
pen: Either you score a 
point, and it is recorded as 
a kill; the other team man-
ages to play the ball, and 
no stat is recorded; or the 
ball goes out of  bounds or 
does not make it over, and 
the point is recorded as 
a error. So now you have 

three numbers: the number 
of  times you attempted a 
kill, the number of  times 
you successfully recorded 
a kill and the number of  
times you messed up. The 
hitting percentage is just the 
number of  kills minus the 
number of  errors divided 
by the total attempted 
attacks. So, if  we look at 
Washington University’s 
last volleyball match 
against Carnegie Mellon 
University, in the first set 
they tried 35 attacks, and 
recorded 14 kills and six 
errors. 14 minus six, divided 
by 35 gives us a hitting per-
centage of  .229, rounded to 
the nearest thousandth.

Why does this matter? 
Well, it gives us an easy 
way of  quantifying how 
efficiently a team is run-
ning their offense. In that 
first set against Carnegie 
Mellon, the Bears con-
verted on a decent amount 
of  their chances to score. 
If, however, you see a hit-
ting percentage above .350 
or so, you know that that 
offense was firing on all cyl-
inders. On the other hand, 
if  you see it dip below .200, 
you know that the team 
was not converting their 
scoring chances. And just 
like that, a simple percent-
age becomes an easy way 
to understand how good a 
volleyball team has been 
at scoring points in a set, 
a match or even over a full 
season.

FOOTBALL: 

AVERAGE GAIN 

PER PLAY

Football is perhaps our 
nerdiest sport, along with 

baseball and increasingly 
basketball. What I mean 
by that is football is pretty 
easily quantifiable and so 
there is a number for basi-
cally everything. With NFL 
players, if  you wanted to 
find out what quarterback 
Aaron Rodgers’ average 
quarterback rating is in 
nationally-televised games 
in which he appears in three 
or more commercials, all 
those numbers are available 
to you. Basically, there are 
a lot of  numbers to choose 
from when you’re looking 
at football stats. So here’s 
one that is a pretty simple 
way of  telling if  a football 
team is doing well: The 
average number of  yards 
the offense gains when they 
run a play. This one is very 
easy to calculate. Except for 
punts and field goals, every 
time a football team runs a 
play it is with the goal of  
moving the ball forward. 
The average gain per play 
is simply the total number 
of  yards the offense gained, 
divided by the total number 
of  times the offense tried to 
gain yards. Pretty simple, 
right?

And useful too! A team 
that gains more than their 
opponents on average has 
a good chance of  winning 
the game. Basically, aver-
age gain per play is a way 
of  very quickly seeing how 
well the offense is working. 
It is not in-depth, and there 
are a lot of  other factors 
that go into offensive suc-
cess, but gain per play is a 
good place to start. Against 
North Central last Saturday, 
Wash. U. was outgained 
per play 6.3 to 5.3, and 
lost 43-24. In their lone 
win of  the season against 
the University of  Chicago, 
the Bears outgained the 

Maroons per play 4.9 to 2.9 
and won 28-12.

SOCCER: 

SHOTS AND 

SHOTS PER 

GAME

Okay, this is maybe a little 
too obvious as a statistic but 
we have to take what we 
can get. Soccer is perhaps 
the least quantifiable sport 
that Wash. U. has to offer. 
There’s just not that much 
that happens to which you 
can attach a number, at 
least not unless you employ 
people to count every spe-
cific pass completed by each 
team and each player. Wash. 
U. does not do that, and to 
quantify the Bears’ perfor-
mance we need to work with 

what we can get, and a very 
simple way of  understanding 
which team is creating more 
opportunities is simply how 
many shots they create in a 
game, and how often they 
convert these shots. 

As Martin Tyler tells 
me every time I try to rip a 
shot to the top corner from 
35-yards in FIFA, “If  you 
don’t buy a ticket, you can’t 
win the raffle.” Basically, you 
cannot score a goal in soccer 
unless you shoot the ball at 
the goal. It is, however, dif-
ficult to get the ball into 
a position where you can 
shoot, so the simple num-
ber of  times that the ball is 
directed goalward is actually 
a pretty decent indication of  
how well a team is moving 
the ball up the field. Take the 
Wash. U. women’s soccer 
team’s most recent win as an 
example. The Bears rattled 
off  16 shots in the first half  

and 25 in the second on the 
way to a dominant 4-0 vic-
tory. In the game before that, 
a narrow 1-0 victory over 
Emory, Wash. U. only reg-
istered eight shots. A team 
that shoots more is creating 
more chances to score, and 
is probably putting the ball 
in the net more often, which 
you need to do to win a soc-
cer game. 

As a final illustration of  
this point: Both the men’s 
soccer team and the wom-
en’s soccer team convert 
their shots at about a rate 
of  10 percent. However, 
the women shoot nearly 10 
more times per game (26.4 
versus 16.7) and so they 
have scored more goals. It 
is kind of  rudimentary, but 
it is at the very least a way 
to quantify how well a soc-
cer team is performing, and 
in the end, that’s what stats 
are good for.

What does that number mean, anyway? A look at fall sports stats 
JON LEWIS
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Sometimes, you just 
know.

May 5, I took a trip. On 
a whim, I decided to get 
on a 4:35 a.m. train and 
go to Chicago to see my 
New York Yankees play at 
Wrigley Field.

Like all Washington 
University students, I had 
a lot going on that week. It 
was right in the middle of  
final exams, with the added 
chaos of  moving out of  my 
dorm room and into my new 
apartment.

But the Yankees were 
in first place. They were 
surprising, led by rookie 
sensation Aaron Judge, who 
was hitting .330/.433/.818 
with 13 home runs. A week 
earlier, on the night of  spring 
WILD, they had pulled off  a 
miraculous comeback from 

9-1 to win 14-11.
And they were going to 

take on the defending World 
Series champion Chicago 
Cubs at the historic Friendly 
Confines. It was everything 
magical about baseball 
wrapped into one outing. I 
just had to go.

So I did, and it was magi-
cal. I got there nearly three 
hours before first pitch, 
soaking in everything on 
West Addison Street, even 
taking a selfie with YES 
Network clubhouse reporter 
Meredith Marakovits.

But then the game started, 
and it wasn’t exactly the 
ideal baseball experience. 
The upper deck was blus-
tery and bitter, enveloping 
me in too much shadow 
for not enough layers. My 
unending energy was going 
unrequited; the Yanks were 
matching my numb hands 
with a lifeless showing, 

getting thrown out on the 
bases three times in a 2-0 
game.

Soon, the Yankees were 
down to their final strike, 
with runners on first and 
second and Brett Gardner 
at the plate. According 
to FanGraphs, their win 
expectancy was just 7.3 per-
cent; according to Baseball 
Reference, batters hit just 
.164 after an 0-2 count this 
season. The sun had peeked 
out in the later innings, mov-
ing slowly towards my row, 
but now was just one short, 
symbolically teasing me.

My mind mapped out sce-
narios that would keep the 
good guys alive: a blooper 
over Javier Baez’s head, a 
gapper into left-center, a 
ball to extend the at-bat. I 
settled on a slow dribbler up 
the middle as the most likely 
event to give us a chance.

And then Gardy went 

yard. The Cubbie crowd fell 
silent, while I, the lone New 
York fan in section 431, let 
out an irrepressible cheer. I 
looked down and for the first 
time all afternoon, the warm 
sunlight had blanketed my 
row. One pitch turned a 
2-0 loss into a 3-2 win; one 
swing turned a memorable 
day into an unforgettable 
day.

That’s the moment I 
knew.

Yankees fans don’t have 
it very tough. Even dur-
ing the “down” years from 
2013 to 2016, the Bronx 
Bombers managed to host 
a playoff  game, play deep 
into September each sea-
son and enjoy the last fruits 
of  a dynasty. They’ve now 
extended their streak of  win-
ning seasons to 25, and with 
the talent level back on the 
upswing, there’s no end in 
sight.

I’ve been ingrained in 
the Yankee pinstripes since 
2005. I’ve seen good teams 
and great teams, legends in 
their primes and washed up. 
After 13 years of  living and 
breathing the daily vibra-
tions of  the franchise, it’s 
easy to say that this 2017 
team is special.

In reality, it started in 
2016. The Yankees, old 
and uncompetitive, did the 
unthinkable: The team with 
the annual World Series or 
bust mandate bowed out 
of  the playoff  race, selling 
major pieces at the trade 
deadline. And then the most 
amazing thing happened—
they started winning.

Gary Sanchez came up 
Aug. 3 and took over the 

Bronx, bashing 20 bombs 
in just 52 games down the 
stretch. That same day, Luis 
Severino, amid a frustrating 
season, fired 4.1 dominant 
innings in relief  of  Chad 
Green, who struck out 11 
and walked none two weeks 
later.

But the true page flip 
into a new era is obvious. 
The night of  Aug. 12, Alex 
Rodriguez, the poster boy 
for the late 2000s and early 
2010s Yankees, played his 
final game; I went to Yankee 
Stadium and shed a tear for 
my childhood. New York 
moved on quickly, bringing 
up two youngsters the next 
morning: Tyler Austin and 
Judge.

The two were batting sev-
enth and eighth in the lineup 
in their debuts. I couldn’t 
watch the game, but my best 
friend and I were listening 
to the radio broadcast in 
the car. We joked that they 
would go deep back-to-back 
in their first at-bats, know-
ing full well how absurd that 
would be. Then, one by one, 
it happened, John Sterling’s 
voice rising in crescendo 
twice as we went bananas. 
Did that really happen?

It was surreal. That’s 
what this group of  Yankees 
is. A year later, Sanchez is 
the best catcher in baseball, 
a franchise superstar of  the 
highest order. Severino has 
joined the league’s elite arms 
as a bona fide ace. Green is 
doing Mariano Rivera-like 
things out of  the bullpen. 
And Judge is smashing the 
limits of  what is possible on 
a baseball field as the new 
face of  the sport.

Statistically, you could 
argue the Yankees were dis-
appointing this season. For 
over a month of  the summer, 
Judge all but disappeared, 
the stacked bullpen fell apart 
and the Yankees played 9-21 
ball. Their second-order 
winning percentage, based 
on projected runs scored, 
pegs them as playing an 
unfathomable 16 wins below 
their talent level. They’re a 
107-win team masquerading 
as a 91-win team.

But the Yankees weren’t 
even supposed to contend, 
not this soon. The plan was 
2019, when Bryce Harper 
or Manny Machado would 
take them to the next level. 
Instead, the rebuild lasted 
about two days, and there’s 
more coming. They still 
have the top prospect in the 
game, Gleyber Torres, and 
a plethora of  talent to fill in 
the gaps.

Emotionally, it’s impos-
sible not to believe in this 
team. Time and time again, 
they bounce back from 
rough stretches. They play 
with intensity, they have fun 
and it’s contagious. They 
make the fans laugh and the 
Stadium shake. The signs 
are there: We saw them 
again Tuesday night when 
the Yankees took a disas-
trous 3-0 deficit in the Wild 
Card Game and turned it 
into a thrilling 8-4 victory.

Maybe the Yankees won’t 
beat the Cleveland Indians, 
the league’s best team, in the 
Division Series. But more 
importantly, they’ve built 
something fresh and excit-
ing, something that will last 
long beyond this October.

More than a feeling: Celebrating that my Yankees are fun again
ROHAN GUPTA
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

JOSE M OSORIO |CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Aroldis Chapman high fives with catcher Gary Sanchez after a 3-2 win over the Cubs. After an 
up and down season, Chapman has settled back into his dominant self, helping the Yankees to 
an 8-4 wild card game win Tuesday, sending them to the American League Divisional Series.

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE

Sophomore Lizzie Barbaresi brings down the ball in the Bears’ 4-0 rout of Principia Monday. 
The women’s soccer team, ranked No. 2, is currently undefeated dating back to last season.
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We, the members of the 
unionization organizing 
committee, write to update 
the Washington University 
undergraduate student body 
regarding the National Labor 
Relations Board hearing in 
which our administration 
has fought our legal right to 
unionize. The administration 
has been making this case in 
spite of the fact that National 
Labor Relations Board 
(NLRB) nationally has ruled 
in favor of graduate student 

workers being recognized as 
workers and therefore per-
mitted by law to unionize. 

Graduate student workers 
like us are your teaching 
and research assistants, 
and in many cases, we are 
your primary instructors. 
But throughout the NLRB 
proceedings, our University 
presented a case contesting 
our legal status as workers 
that relied in part on the 
absurd premise that gradu-
ate student labor is of zero 
benefit to the University and 
that these labors are only 
undertaken for the profes-
sional training of graduate 

student workers. During 
testimony, Dean of Graduate 
Arts and Sciences William 
Tate plainly refused to 
admit that graduate student 
labor in any form provides 
any benefit to faculty or 
undergraduates, as did other 
faculty members arguing 
on the administration’s 
behalf. Psychology professor 
Deanna Barch went so far as 
to say that without graduate 
student workers, the depart-
ment would just cancel all 
discussion sections. Taken 
to its logical conclusion, the 
administration’s claim is 
that if  all graduate student 

workers stopped fulfilling 
their duties as teaching 
and research assistants, the 
University would function 
exactly the same way it does 
now. 

But what would under-
graduate education look like 
at this school if  there were no 
graduate student workers? If, 
suddenly, your huge lecture 
course had no discussion sec-
tions, if  teaching assistants 
weren’t there to grade your 
papers and exams, if  research 
assistants weren’t there 
to guide lab work? What 
about the entry-level courses 
in writing and foreign 

language—both of which 
are requirements in most 
undergraduate courses of  
study—that are entirely led 
by graduate student instruc-
tors? Would you suddenly be 
expected to teach yourself  
these courses? To lead your 
own discussion sections? To 
answer your own questions 
in non-existent office hours? 
This administration has 
displayed a stunning lack of  
awareness of the graduate 
student work that goes into 
planning, preparing and 
guiding undergraduate edu-
cation, even while you are 
required to take our courses 

and participate in our lab and 
research groups.

We humbly ask you, our 
colleagues and students in 
the undergraduate student 
body, to stand with us in 
asking the University to rec-
ognize our rights as workers 
and to call on the adminis-
tration to stop delaying our 
election by visiting https://
wustlgradworkersforward.
wordpress.com/allied-
support/ and signing the 
“WUSTL Undergraduate 
Statement of Support for 
Graduate Workers.”  You 
are, after all, the ones most 
acquainted with our work. 

Undergraduates: Stand with your graduate student workers
WUSTL GRADUATE 
WORKERS ORGANIZING 
COMMITTEE

OP-ED SUBMISSION

Social Programming Board: Allocate effectively or face extinction

Let me start off with a quick 
history lesson: the history 
of Washington University’s 
Social Programming Board. 
Founded in 2012 through 
the combination of Team 31 
Productions, the Gargoyle 
Committee and the Campus 
Programming Council to unify 
undergraduate programming 
under one group, SPB has the 
highest budget of all Student 
Union entities. Even though 
SPB controls so much of  
every student’s activities fee, its 
members still are not elected, 
do not advertise their process 
effectively and consistently 
make decisions that are short-
sighted, wasteful, repetitive and 
dismissive of the student voice.

Student Life has previously 
cited the failings of SPB, talk-
ing about the board’s flimsy 
reasoning for not releasing the 
survey results and how when it 
makes a colossal mistake, the 
rest of the student body has to 
suffer.

Social Programming Board. 
SPB. The group that had 
$212,483.70 to spend on fall 
WILD.  Our collective student 
activity fees for the 2017-2018 
academic year totaled $3.3 
million dollars, and 18 percent 
of that went toward the SPB 
budget, with six percent 
allocated for fall WILD itself. 
That works out to about 419 
complete student activity fees 
being used to produce a con-
cert for which the headlining 
artist has routinely displayed 
a shocking lack of awareness 
for other people—while also 
not being talented enough to 
excuse his own deficiencies. As 
most of you are already aware, 
the activity fee continues to rise 
as tuition increases, while SPB 
continues to raise the number 
of people who question their 
judgment by making the same 
mistakes. People have started 
to ask: Should the activity fee 
be optional? If my voice is 
completely ignored by these 
planning groups, why should 
I have to pay the bill? Some 
people are here for school 

and nothing more—and their 
money should not be required 
for something that they have 
no interest in and no decision-
making power.

Putting on a production 
like WILD is immensely 
expensive. But given how 
much of our money is being 
used, it would make sense 
to bring in more diverse acts 
and create a pseudo-music 
festival atmosphere. Why not 
have WILD be a multi-day 
event that we market to the St. 
Louis community? It could be 
a way to celebrate the start of  
autumn while simultaneously 
giving people a less costly, 
more welcoming alternative to 
LouFest. This could lower our 
own student costs for WILD, 
serve as a fundraiser for stu-
dent groups and bridge the gap 
between the notoriously distant 
Wash. U. and St. Louis com-
munities. Universities around 
the country use this method to 
raise millions for their internal 
operations; why should Wash. 
U. stay behind in the dark 
ages when compared to other 

colleges? 
I am not going to waste 

a lot more time delving into 
how horrible Lil Dicky is as an 
artist and as a person. Instead, 
I will provide the highlights 
that serve as a very accurate, 
yet succinct, portrayal of  
this (at best) mediocre artist. 
A quote from author Sam 
Rosen referenced in the now 
widely shared VICE article 
about Lil Dicky really sums 
him up perfectly: “[Lil Dicky] 
is constantly lamenting the 
fact that he is not black while 
simultaneously celebrating 
the spoils of white privilege.” 
He is an upper-middle-class 
white guy who appeals to, you 
guessed it, upper-middle-class 
white guys. Like the ones who 
so heavily populate Wash. U. 
and get offended when you call 
them out on their b.s. They are 
the basis for the phrase, “Go 
through life with the confi-
dence of a mediocre white 
man.” 

Lil Dicky’s album, 
“Professional Rapper,” is a 
giant, self-serving effort by this 

East Coast Macklemore to 
prove to the world that he is 
able to pay real artists to be fea-
tured in his so-called attempts 
at music. He is another symp-
tom of money being used in 
place of talent (cough, cough 
Taylor Swift).

Ultimately, I don’t trust the 
students on SPB. Will their 
new bimonthly forums be 
properly advertised, or will 
these be similar to the survey? 
By limiting access to their few 
forums which allow public 
input, SPB loses the trust of the 
student body. SPB president 
and junior Noah Truwit, along 
with the rest of the executive 
board, put out a bland, boiler-
plate statement about doing 
better. If SPB really wants to 
include the student body and 
stick to its intended changes, 
then it needs to fundamentally 
alter its structure. The lack of  
oversight will not be solved by 
consulting with outside groups. 
SPB needs to be brought under 
the guidance of a preexist-
ing group to ensure that all 
decisions are properly vetted 

by competent and diverse 
leaders. If you’re under 21, the 
government does not trust you 
with alcohol, so why should 
we trust those same kids with 
more than a half of a million 
dollars?

Sadly, because of con-
tractual obligations, this 
below-average entertainer is 
going to perform Friday, Oct. 
6. If you want better choices 
in the future, demand change. 
First, from the group itself, 
then from the ones who give 
them that money (I’m talking 
about you, Student Union). 
We already invest a tremen-
dous amount of money into 
this University and usually 
get little say in how our funds 
are used, but this need not be 
true in every area. We pay the 
bills sent by this University, 
so anything that involves our 
investment should be transpar-
ent. If these groups of students 
wish to continue to ignore our 
voices, then maybe we should 
start to ignore those concerts 
and comedy shows, too.

MATTHEW WALLACE
STAFF WRITER

B
ullets rained down 
over the crowd 
of concertgoers 
in Las Vegas on 

Sunday night, killing at least 
59 and injuring over 500 in the 
deadliest mass shooting in U.S. 
history.

We reacted with horror; 
we reacted with sadness; we 
reacted with anger. But we did 
not react with shock, because 
gun violence is who we are, as 
Americans.

As Washington University 
students, we have the power to 
influence gun reform. And the 
Student Life editorial board 
believes it is our generation’s 
responsibility to work toward 
this end.

Sadly, mass shootings have 
been a recurring event in our 
lives. The deadliest mass shoot-
ing in American history has 
changed three times in the past 
10 years, with 32 massacred at 
Virginia Tech in 2007 and 49 
at Pulse nightclub in Orlando, 
Fla. in 2016. 

In addition to those trag-
edies, we’ve also cried through 

the 20 students and six teach-
ers murdered in cold blood 
at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown, Conn., 
the 14 shot down at Inland 
Regional Center in San 
Bernardino, Calif. and the 
nine slain at Emanuel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church 
in Charleston, S.C.

Each time, our politicians 
have offered prayers for 
the families and friends of  
victims while condemning the 
actions of the killers. They’ve 
described the incidences as 
unfortunate tragedies but 
unpreventable realities of life.

This notion is simply 
false. Following the mas-
sacre of 16 children and one 
adult in Scotland in 1996, 
British public support rallied 
behind gun control, and the 
United Kingdom banned all 
handguns. The same year, 
35 people were struck down 
by a semi-automatic rifle in 
Tasmania, and an Australia-
wide disarmament occurred. 
In the 20 years since, there was 
one mass shooting in the U.K., 

and there has not been a single 
mass shooting in Australia. 

There have been 11 
shootings with eight or more 
fatalities in the U.S. in just the 
past seven years. Even when 
accounting for population 
differences, our gun homicide 
rate is 25.2 times higher than 
that of other developed coun-
tries—and we have done little 
to change this, despite tragedy 
after tragedy.

Yes, gun violence is who we 
are, but we, as college students, 
must make strides toward a 
U.S. in which gun violence is 
not a constant.

How? Take concrete action: 
Call your representatives. 
Sign petitions. Donate time or 
money to anti-gun violence 
organizations, like Everytown 
for Gun Safety, States United 
Against Gun Violence and 
the Coalition to Stop Gun 
Violence. Speak out, not just 
against the killings of the inno-
cent but against the system that 
caused their deaths.

Posting Facebook sta-
tuses and Instagram photos 

commemorating the lives of  
those lost is a valid response to 
such tragedies. But thoughts 
and prayers spread on social 
media will not prevent another 
mass shooting like this. 

Mass shootings have char-
acterized our lives, and mass 
shootings will continue to 
characterize our lives, so long 
as all we do is mourn victims 
without demanding legislative 
change.

The Las Vegas gunman, 
Stephen Paddock, had pur-
chased over 30 guns in the past 
year, legally. Among his weap-
ons were high-powered rifles 
with the capacity to penetrate 
police armor, owned legally. 
The gunman likely rigged his 
weapons with a device (called 
a bump stock) that modifies 
rifles, allowing him to shoot at 
automatic fire speed, legally.

And while the next mass 
shooting might not lead to as 
high a number of fatalities, 
the chances are good that 
the next mass shooter will 
have also purchased weapons 
legally because more than 80 

percent of mass shootings have 
occurred using guns purchased 
legally.

Some of these changes 
could be implemented with 
widespread public support: 
Studies show that a resounding 
84 percent of Americans are 
in favor of having background 
checks for gun purchasers. But 
right now, only nine U.S. states 
require universal background 
checks for the purchase of all 
classes of firearms, and in 36 
states, gun buyers don’t even 
need a permit.

Here in Missouri, gun laws 
are among the weakest in our 
weak-on-gun-control country. 
Missouri gun owners do not 
need permits. Missouri gun 
owners do not need to register 
their guns. Missouri gun own-
ers do not need licenses.

Our editorial board has chal-
lenged Washington University 
students time and time again 
to become more deeply 
invested in our St. Louis 
community—and here is one 
regional cause worth fighting 
for, one tangible way to work 

toward the betterment of our 
home for four years. 

Progress will not be 
instantaneous: The National 
Rifle Association exerts great 
political influence and around 
40 percent of American 
households own at least one 
gun. Progress will not be easy: 
Many Americans believe that 
the solution to this violence is 
to fight gun with gun.

But progress will happen,if  
Wash. U. students, along with 
other students across the coun-
try, work toward reform.

Gun control is a chance 
for our generation to make a 
positive impact. This issue has 
remained stagnant throughout 
our lifetimes—and, in fact, gun 
control laws have loosened in 
the wake of mass shootings, 
not tightened. 

This is our problem to live 
with—as citizens of the world, 
as Americans and as college 
students. But it is also our prob-
lem to fix, so that the next time 
something like this happens, 
we are not just heartbroken but 
also shocked. 

STAFF EDITORIAL

Las Vegas shooting demands student action on gun control
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WILD
BINGO
Fill this out 
and scream 
into the void 
because you’ll 
never find 
out where 
Lil Dicky 
ranked on the 
survey. And 
so the pattern 
continues and 
continues and 
continues and 
continues. 
WILD 
responsibly!
by cadenza staff

B I N G O
Entire freshman
floor takes over

the quad

Someone 
sings Kesha

anyways

“I just want a 
half and half”

Lil Dicky
shows up 
to a darty

Someone 
gets a 

lil sicky

“Wait, is this  
Post Malone?”

 It starts raining
just as Lil Dicky’s

set starts
The debate
was better

You ask for the aux 
two songs into Lil 

Dicky’s set

“How much 
would Beyonce
actually cost?”

“Thank you,  
University of  

Washington!”

Someone brings
their homework

to WILD
(free space)

“What’s the 
move after

this?”

You see  
Lil Dicky  

filling this out

Someone  
on  

KWUR complains 

“Where’s  
Kingsbury  
Avenue?”

No one knows
the words

Someone is  
wearing WILD  
merchandise

“I don’t agree  
with Lil Dicky,  

but...”

Next semester’s  
artist is already 
disappointing

SPB member  
swears they’re 

not racist

“This is our  
game day” 

—EST

DJ Alter comes
out for a 

surprise set 

Someone cries about 
their white sneakers 

getting muddy
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