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ONLINE STAR 
Draga Orescanin 
became a big 
sensation this 
summer on Reddit 
(Scene, pg 9)

STAYIN’ SOBER 
A guide to having a 
good time at a frat 
party without taking 
a sip of alcohol 
(Scene, pg 9) WOMEN’S SOCCER SHUTS OUT EMORY

(Sports, pg 4)

READ THE FULL STORY ON PAGE 5

Football loses to North Central, 43-24 

Sophomore quarterback Johnny Davidson throws the ball against North Central (Ill.) in the Bears’ 43-24 loss this Saturday. The Bears, who went 
independent this year following their league disbanding, will look to snap their three-game losing streak when they visit Washington and Lee Saturday.

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE

In response to the divisive poli-
tics of  this year’s WILD headliner, 
rapper Lil Dicky, an “Alternative 
WILD” will take place after a 
walk-out following the opening per-
formance of  hip-hop artist Lizzo.

The event, organized by seven 
students, will feature various speak-
ers and artists in hopes of  creating 
a space where marginalized stu-
dents will not feel targeted.

Since the announcement of  Lil 
Dicky as the main performer for 
this fall’s WILD, several complaints 
have been lodged with the Student 
Programming Board, directed at 
the racist and misogynistic content 
of  the artist’s songs. Along with the 
direct complaints about Lil Dicky, 

students also complained about 
SPB’s selection process regarding 
which artists are on the survey sent 
out to all undergraduate students at 
Washington University. 

One host of  the event, junior 
Clayton Covington, said the deci-
sion to host an alternative event 
to WILD is intended as a way for 
those not attending to still have fun.

“By taking agency for ourselves, 
it is a form of  protest, but we are 
not trying to deprive ourselves of  
having a good time like everyone 
else,” Covington said. “I don’t 
think [the choice was] solely on 
SPB. I think ultimately they have 
the power to mediate the decision, 
but this is on the student body at 
large.” 

SPB executives made a state-
ment announcing their awareness 

of  concerns from the student 
body and made future plans to 
vet performers prior to the vot-
ing process—a decision made 
after a Senate session that WILD 
Director and junior Zach Alter 
and Assistant Director for Student 
Involvement and Programming 
Josh Gruenke. SPB chose not to 
comment on the alternative event. 

Senator and junior Joey 
Vettiankal believes that by being 
elected to Senate, it is his, and other 
SU members’, responsibility to lis-
ten and protect those who are hurt 
by the choice.

“I think part of  being an SU 
senator is that we’re the advocacy 
branch of  the government, and I 
think if  we see that people are being 
hurt by something, they’re the 
ones who elected us and we have a 

responsibility to listen,” Vettiankal 
said. “In their document, SPB said 
that they were going to use the 
[Center for Diversity and Inclusion] 
as a resource for these performers, 
and I think that’s certainly a step in 
the right direction.” 

Given the recent, tense political 
climate in St. Louis, the seven hosts 
of  “Alternative WILD” hoped that 
SPB would amend their decision to 
host Lil Dicky this weekend. 

“It’s necessary [to host another 
event] because as constituents of  
this community, we’re not see-
ing a return on our investment. 
So, we are providing an alterna-
tive,” Covington said. “I don’t 
think we’ve seen this level of  direct 
attack because there are quotes in 

An animal rights group, Stop 
Animal Exploitation Now, 
filed a complaint with the 
United States Department of  
Agriculture Sept. 25, demanding 
that Washington University be 
fined for the death of  two labo-
ratory animals. 

The animals, a monkey and 
a rabbit, died during sepa-
rate research studies at the 
Washington University School 
of  Medicine. The first death 
occurred in September 2016, 
when a rabbit that was part of  a 
heart attack treatment study died 
during surgery. The second death 
happened in June 2017 when a 
macaque monkey died after an 
MRI scan of  its brain during a 
study about neurodegenerative 
diseases.

According to a statement 
made to Student Life from 
Caroline Arbanas, assistant 
director of  medical public affairs 
at the medical school, the ani-
mal deaths were due to failure to 
monitor the animals’ vital signs 
and to seek veterinary care.

“The University’s animal care 
and use committee determined 
in both instances that lab person-
nel did not follow some of  the 
committee’s animal care poli-
cies and parts of  the research 
protocols,” Arbanas wrote. 
“Specifically, the committee 
noted deficiencies in monitoring 
the vital signs of  the animals and 
in record keeping and a delay in 
notifying the on-call veterinary 
staff.”

Stop Animal Exploitation 
Now (SAEN) filed a complaint 
to the United States Department 
of  Agriculture (USDA) claim-
ing that Washington University 
violated the Animal Welfare Act 
in these instances, specifically 
the subsection of  the act that 
requires adequate veterinary 
care for the laboratory animals. 
The organization demands that 
the University be fined $10,000 
per animal, which is the maxi-
mum penalty allowed under the 
Animal Welfare Act.

Michael Budkie, execu-
tive director of  SAEN, claims 
that his complaint against the 
University is justified.

“Anytime you are performing 

surgery on an animal, you obvi-
ously need to monitor them to 
ensure that their life signs are 
what they should be during a 
surgical procedure, and that’s 
precisely what was not being 
done here,” Budkie said, “And 
that’s why [the University] 
should be prosecuted.”

Budkie went on to explain that 
the mistreatment of  laboratory 
animals is common, adding that 
SAEN seeks to raise awareness 
about the conditions in animal 
laboratories.

“Instances like what happened 
to the animals at Washington 
University are far too common 
where the animals die due to 
negligence on the part of  labora-
tory staff  or they die due to the 
protocols being ignored,” Bydkie 
said. “The public has a right to 
know about what happens in 
animal research because, in most 
instances, they’re paying for it.”

SAEN’s main mission is to 
completely eliminate the use of  
animals in experimentation, as 
the group argues that animal 
research is not only unethical 

SEE OBITUARY, PAGE 3

Animal rights group pursues fine against 
Wash. U. over monkey, rabbit deaths 

Shayel Mohanty Patnaik was 
found dead in the East End 
construction site on Sept. 22. 
Patnaik, a senior majoring in 
history at the College of  Arts & 
Sciences, was 21 at the time of  
his death. 

Remembered by many of  
his closest friends as a “micro-
cosm of  light,” Patnaik was 
involved in a number of  com-
munity service programs on 
campus, including the Gephardt 
Institute’s Each One Teach One 
tutoring program, the College 
Prep Program and gave campus 
tours to prospective students. A 
Memphis, Tenn. native, Patnaik 
was planning on teaching after 
college, before finishing his post-
baccalaureate and applying to 
medical school.

“Shayel was an informational 
vacuum cleaner,” Patnaik’s step-
father, Dr. Lyle Bohlman, said at 
a Washington University-hosted 
memorial service on Saturday. 
“He could gather information 
like nobody I’ve ever seen, and 
he could talk like nobody I’ve 
ever seen. He was sincere, and 
he truly cared about people.”

Over 250 people attended 
the memorial service that 
was held in Patnaik’s honor 
Saturday, Sept. 30 in the 
Women’s Building Formal 
Lounge. Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton delivered opening 
remarks before 10 of  Patnaik’s 
close friends spoke about their 

‘A microcosm 
of light,’ 
Shayel 
Patnaik is 
remembered 
by family and 
friends
DANIELLE DRAKE-FLAM
NEWS EDITOR

Alternative WILD to be held due to criticisms of Lil Dicky
EMMA BAKER
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Musicians play live traditional German music as part of the Zootoberfest 
activities on Sunday at the Saint Louis Zoo, located in Forest Park. Zoo-
toberfest attractions include a biergarten, crafts for kids and bratwurst. 

PHOTOS BY BRANDON WILBURN | STUDENT LIFE

WELCOME TO ZOOTOBER

EMILY GETZOFF
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

SEE SAEN, PAGE 2

SEE WILD, PAGE 2
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in the

Danforth University Center,
Suite 320.

The Board of Directors
will take questions and/or
answer concerns from the

public during the openpublic during the open
session of the meeting,

starting at 9:15 am.
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theFLIPSIDE
EVENT CALENDAR

MON 2
MOSTLY CLOUDY
84/67

TUES 3
PARTLY CLOUDY
84/66

WED 4
SUNNY
83/66

MONDAY 2

Lecture: “Sold People: Traffickers and Family Life in North China”
Busch Hall, Room 18, 4 p.m.
Johanna Ransmeier of the University of Chicago will lecture on the dynamic of human 
trafficking, including the social and legal networks that sustained it during the late Qing 
and Republican periods. The lecture is sponsored by East Asian Studies.

Women’s Soccer vs. Principia College
Francis Field, 5 p.m.
Women’s soccer takes on Principia College. 

Prensky Island Press Visiting Artist: Lisa Anne Auerbach
Steinberg Auditorium, 6 p.m.
Arthur L. and Sheila Prensky Island Press Visiting Artist Auerbach will give a talk about 
self-publishing and other modes of communication. This series is sponsored by Sam Fox 
School. 

TUESDAY 3

SPB Presents: Mean Girls
Mudd Field, 7 p.m.
Social Programming Board will present an outdoor screening of “Mean Girls” on none 
other than Oct. 3.

Tuesday Tea @ 3
Danforth University Center, Tisch Commons, 3 p.m.
Every Tuesday that school is in session–free hot tea and treats from 3-5 p.m. Hosted by 
Danforth University Center, featuring a student organization or department every week. 

Assembly Series: “PTSD in Military and Civilian Life”
Anheuser-Busch Hall, Room 310, 5:30 p.m.
This event features former Marine infantry officer-turned-journalist, author and PTSD 
expert David Morris in conversation with the Brown School’s Tonya Edmond, an author-
ity on sexual assault interventions, and James Petersen, clinical social worker with the VA 
St. Louis Health Care System.

THURSDAY 4

Campus Diversity Collaborative – Perspectives Dialogue Circle: Student Success
Danforth University Center, Room 248, 8:30 a.m.
Join us for a conversation with Harvey Fields, assistant dean for student success, to dis-
cuss the structure and work of the Office of Student Success. 

To drum up school 
spirit, Student Union 
will host an event called 
“Game Day,” centered 
around the football game 
against Bridgewater 
College on Francis Field 
Nov. 11.

Game Day will have 
three primary events: a 
tailgate, the game itself  
and a dance, similar to a 
high school homecoming. 
Events will span through-
out the day, with the 
tailgate beginning in the 
morning and the dance 
held as an evening event.

The goal of  the event 
is to increase Washington 
University pride and 
bring the school commu-
nity together, according 
to SU Vice President of  
Programming and junior 
Kyle Jeter.

“The event is definitely 
centered around school 
spirit and Wash. U. pride. 
We talk about it a lot, and 
I want to actually see it 
done now and capitalize 
on the new students that 
are here, that are energized 
and haven’t gotten bogged 
down by all the classes yet 
and I’m just really excited 
to get a big part of  Wash. 
U. together in one place at 
one time,” Jeter said.

The idea for the event 
came when Jeter attended 
a spirit institute held at the 
University in June and saw 
what the other universities 
in attendance were doing 
to increase school spirit. 

“One of  the things I 
noticed about all the other 
15-20 schools…is that they 
all had some sort of  home-
coming committee or just 
planning committee that 

did events like this. And it 
inspired me to think about 
this a little bit more. If  all 
these other schools are 
doing it, and they some-
how found a way to do 
this, I want Wash. U. to 
give it a try,” Jeter said. 

Jeter believes these 
Game Day events are 
a tangible step toward 
increasing school spirit, 
whereas previously there 
had been a lot of  discus-
sion around the lack of  
spirit without much call to 
action. 

“People are definitely 
mentioning around cam-
pus, ‘Wash. U. pride, 
where is it, what does it 
look like?’” Jeter said. 
“It’s a lot of  talk, and I 
want to make sure there’s 
action, and this [event] 
seems to me a great step 
toward action. I don’t like 
just talking, I like doing.”

Senior Deep Nana is 
enthusiastic about the 
decision to develop a 
homecoming, agreeing 
with Jeter that the event 
has the potential to boost 
school morale.

“I think this is a great 
way to build school spirit, 
especially at a school 
where sports aren’t as 
a big as a deal as other 
schools. So it might be a 
good way to bring every-
one together—throwback 
to high school. It will 
be a good way to focus 
on sports and spirit at a 
school that’s highly aca-
demic,” Nana said.

Jeter believes the event 
will be well-received by 
the student body, spe-
cifically because it will be 
open to all students, free 
of  charge.

“I really think this is 
going to be successful, 

and I think it would be a 
nice way for SU to have a 
social event that’s inclu-
sive of  the whole student 
body rather than just SU 
or just one part of  the 
student body,” Jeter said. 
“This can really appeal to 
everybody in some way, 
shape or form.”

Already, Game Day has 
gathered interest among 
freshmen—a goal of  
Jeter’s.

“I think it’ll be a great 
relief  from the aca-
demic responsibilities of  
Washington University,” 
Patel said.

Su is especially look-
ing forward to the formal, 
as she missed out on the 
homecoming experience 
in high school.

“It’d be like a chance 
to experience something I 
haven’t experienced before 
and that’s what college is 
all about: It’s about trying 
new things,” Su said. 

If  the event goes well, 
SU will look to continue 
the event in the upcoming 
years. 

“Athletics has asked 
us for a two-year com-
mitment. I’m definitely 
working to make that a 
reality. I think without a 
doubt, if  that goes well, 
we’ll see why we should 
have it be an infinite year 
commitment,” Jeter said.

Starting at 10 a.m., the 
tailgate, organized by SU, 
will be held in the parking 
lot outside Simon Hall. 
The football game begins 
at 1 p.m., and SU is cur-
rently working with the 
Athletics Department to 
create a halftime show. 
To end the day, there will 
be a formal dance in the 
Knight Center, starting at 
8:30 p.m. 

SU to host ‘Game Day’ event
KATHLEEN WHITE
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

[Lil Dicky’s] songs that 
expresses his antagonism.”

Each semester, students 
are charged $254 as an 
activity fee (approximately 
1 percent of  tuition), and 
a part of  this goes to fund 
WILD, so Vettiankal thinks 
that students should have 
more say.

“This is [the students’] 
activities money that’s 
going to this stuff, so I 
think they should definitely 
have a voice,” Vettiankal 
said. “I also think that it’s 
also important to weigh 
the considerations of  what 
impacts these artists might 
have on people.”

While the logistics of  the 
alternative WILD event 
are still being finalized, 
the hosts are hoping to 
create a space where mar-
ginalized voices can be not 
only recognized, but also 
celebrated through guest 
speakers and culturally 
inclusive music.

“I think there can be 
a level of  separation 
[between artists and what 
they produce]. However, 
in this specific case that 

separation is definitely not 
present, especially because 
he literally puts himself  in 
the situation as a white rap-
per in predominately black 
art form,” Covington said. 
“He puts himself  as a white 
man who likes to have sex 

with black women and 
fetishize them, so I don’t 
think separation is pos-
sible because he makes it 
impossible.”

The location of  the event 
will be disclosed on the eve-
ning of  Thursday, Oct. 5. 

but has little relevance to 
humans. 

“The information in the 
USDA inspection reports, 
in which Washington 
University was twice cited 
for violating exactly the 
same subsection of  the 
Animal Welfare Act docu-
ments, were very good 
examples of  what’s wrong 
within research on a very 
basic level,” Budkie said, 
“In most instances, it’s 
performed so shoddily 
that it’s essentially mean-
ingless...it’s always highly 
questionable whether ani-
mal research is relevant to 
human beings, and, in most 
instances, there is virtually 
no connection.”

Washington University 
maintains its support of  
animal experimentation, 
claiming that it has been a 
necessary part of  medical 
research.

“Animal research has 
been critical to the devel-
opment of  major medical 
advances that have saved or 
improved the lives of  mil-
lions of  people worldwide,” 
Arbanas wrote.

Budkie claims that the 
incidents involving the 
deaths of  the animals will 
likely lead to the University 
being fined.

“In this case, I would 
say that the chances are 
very good that Washington 
University will be pros-
ecuted because in two 
consecutive inspections 
they were cited for violat-
ing exactly the same code 
section twice, and they 
were cited for instances 
which caused the deaths of  
the animals in question,” 
Budkie said.

The University claims 
that the laboratory has 
taken action to address the 

concerns of  the USDA and 
to improve the treatment of  
laboratory animals. These 
steps included retraining 
the researchers and labora-
tory personnel about animal 
care procedures, record 
keeping and the need to 
promptly contact veterinary 
staff  when complications or 
unexpected deaths occur.

“During subsequent 
USDA inspections, 
inspectors reviewed the 
University’s reports and 
related records and deter-
mined that the University 
promptly implemented 
appropriate corrective 
actions,” Arbanas wrote. 
“Washington University 
is grateful to the research 
animals that enable us to 
make tremendous strides 
toward improving human 
health, and we are working 
proactively to prevent future 
issues.”

SAEN from page 1 WILD from page 1 

PHOTO COURTESY OF LIL DICKY
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Director of  Sport Clubs 
Sean Curtis, along with 
members of  the Student 
Union Senate, is working 
to reintroduce a Sports 
Club Board as a govern-
ing body for club sports at 
Washington University.

The plan is to restruc-
ture a constitution for the 
inactive Sports Club Board 
that aligns more closely 
with Student Union poli-
cies and guidelines. In the 
past, the Board took on a 
mostly budgetary role, but 
now each individual club 
manages its own funds 
and is allocated through 
Treasury. Sports Club 
Board’s new role, there-
fore, will be to serve as 
an advocacy and advisory 
board for club sports. 

There are plans in place 
for a meeting with all 
sports club presidents to 
discuss how the new Board 
will look, including how 
its representatives will be 
chosen and what its exact 
functions will be.

With finances no longer 
a goal, the new Board will 
mainly serve as an advo-
cacy body for sports clubs, 
and Curtis will serve as 
a messenger between the 
Board and SU.

Speaker of  the Senate 
and junior Varun Lahoti 
believes that reinstating 

the Board will have a posi-
tive effect on the sports 
club community.

“I think the concept is 
good. But, of  course, the 
vision and purpose of  
Sports Club Board will be 
shaped as per the needs of  
sports clubs,” Lahoti said, 
“Overall, the hope is that 
sports clubs can commu-
nicate to each other [and] 
to Sean Curtis and build 
a sense of  community 
among all sports clubs.”

Along with Curtis, 
junior and Senator Brian 
Adler has been involved 
with reworking the 

constitution to bring it 
into “modern SU times 
and rules.” Their plan is 
to meet with all 43 sports 
club presidents and have 
them agree to the proposed 
changes. Then, the new 
statutes must be passed by 
Senate and Treasury.

“I’m a huge advocate for 
the return of  the [Sports 
Club Board] because we 
went from a pretty uni-
fied set of  sports clubs to 
them having almost noth-
ing to do with each other, 
and they really should 
be able to have an easier 
time building community 

and having a more central 
advocacy source,” Adler 
said.

As of  now, there is no 
specific timeline for when 
the Board will be rein-
stated, and the question of  
the exact role it will hold 
remains open-ended.

Curtis assures that simi-
lar club sports councils 
have been successful at 
other universities.

“We’re not recreating 
or reinventing anything,” 
Curtis said. “We’re just 
doing what a lot of  schools 
have already done.”

One student addressed 

the degree of  representa-
tion on the Board, as it 
would not be feasible to 
have all 43 sports clubs 
represented.

“I hope that no mat-
ter who they put on this 
board, that they don’t 
only help their sports,” 
Lacrosse Club president 
and sophomore Tyler 
Futterman said. “As long 
as they’re impartial, I 

don’t see there being an 
issue.”

Even in the early stages 
of  development, those 
in charge of  organizing 
are optimistic about the 
Board’s possibilities. 

“I think it will just 
improve our relation-
ship in general as 
student groups with 
Student Union,” Curtis 
said.

OBITUARY from page 1 

own memories of  him, 
followed by a closing 
statement from Bohlman. 
A livestream of  the ser-
vice was projected in 
the Laboratory Sciences 
Building to accommodate 
for overflow guests.

Patnaik was described 
by many as the life of  
the party, the person 
you could always rely on 
for a laugh and a great 
conversationalist.

Kevin Hong, a senior 
and close friend of  
Patnaik’s since their fresh-
men year at Washington 
University, talked about 
the enthusiasm that 
Patnaik had and his com-
passion for everything he 
became involved with.

“He was so kind and 
caring and passionate 
and family-oriented. He 
couldn’t sit around too 
long in one place,” Hong 
said at the memorial. “He 
was always falling asleep 
in Olin. And, at first, I 
just thought, he wasn’t 
motivated, he wasn’t orga-
nized, but it was actually 
the opposite of  that. He 
just cared about so many 
different things, and he 
was so passionate. And 
while I was always wor-
rying about the organic 
chemistry test or the 
MCAT, he was always act-
ing on his passion. And 
that’s something that I’m 
going to carry with me.” 

Junior Ro Baker shared 
with those in attendance at 
the memorial a list of  les-
sons that Patnaik bestowed 

on her that ranged from 
silly to sincere, but drove 
home the point that he was 
a truly genuine friend. His 
fifth lesson was to “laugh 
like there’s no tomorrow,” 
which, according to Baker, 
was a rule Patnaik lived 
by.

“Shay’s laugh will for-
ever echo in the chambers 
of  my heart as the sound 
of  a revolution,” Baker 
said. “The sound of  a 
revolution led by love, 
light and humor. He used 
to say all one needs is a 
good laugh and a nap. I 
think we can all take those 
words to heart even in the 
darkest of  days.”

Another close friend 
of  Patnaik’s, senior 
Chukwuezogo Onejeme, 
spoke at the service and 
recounted a time dur-
ing their sophomore year 
when he and Patnaik went 
around the day before 
Valentine’s Day serenad-
ing random passersby. 

“Shayel hit the high 
notes,” Onejeme smiled, 
“I would always describe 
Shayel as a microcosm 
of  light...always dancing, 
always smiling, always 
singing.”

Director of  Admissions, 
Julie Shimabukuro, who 
worked closely with 
Patnaik through his 
involvement with the 
College Prep program, 
also spoke at the memo-
rial. She said that Patnaik 
always seemed to know 
when they needed help 
and came in willingly, 

usually working past hours 
and forgetting to record 
his time.

“If  we could admit 
students to Wash. U. on 
their smiles alone, Shayel 
would have been admit-
ted in a heartbeat. Shayel 
always looked for ways to 
help even before we asked 
him. He wasn’t very good 
at keeping his timesheet,” 
Shimabukuro said with a 
laugh. “But he always had 
this knack for knowing 
when we needed help the 
most.”

Shimabukuro spoke 
for everyone in the 
University’s admissions 
office, saying that they 
remembered the conversa-
tions that they had with 
Patnaik the most, as he 
really took the time to get 
to know each and every 
person individually, down 
to their personal lives and 
their families.

“Shayel had an endless 
capacity for thought, like 
a whizzing beam of  light. 
To spend a few minutes 
catching up with him was 
to have my whole day illu-
minated with new ideas,” 
Shimabukuro said, sharing 
words from a colleague in 
the admissions office.

Shimabukuro recounted 
a time when Patnaik asked 
her for advice when he was 
considering the possibility 
of  living overseas—know-
ing Shimabukuro had 
lived in Japan for some 
time.

“We had this great con-
versation, and he asked 

me amazing questions. He 
made me feel special. By 
the end of  our conversa-
tion I thought to myself, 
‘Who is helping who 
here?’,” Shimabukuro 
said. “Whenever you 
talked to Shayel, you just 
felt like you were on top 
of  the world.” 

Amir Hassan, a 2017 
graduate of  the University, 
was a friend and colleague 
of  Patnaik’s through their 
work for the student group 
Partners in East St. Louis. 
Hassan is currently liv-
ing in Sierra Leone and 
could not attend the ser-
vice but wrote a direct 
letter addressed to Patnaik 
which was read aloud by 
junior Morgan Hartman. 
In the letter, he shared a 
few words of  wisdom that 
Patnaik said to him when 
they were volunteering.

“Isn’t it beautiful, how 
people can come together 
to make something impor-
tant happen—how we can 
come together to build 
something incredible and 
really make a huge impact 
in the lives of  these stu-
dents?” he remembered 
Patnaik telling him.

“You brought a sense 
of  ambition that helped 
guide us forward, what 
ultimately helped to 
transform our club into 
a larger movement that 
so many wanted to be a 
part of,” Hassan wrote. 
“Your determination to 
bring people together for 
a greater good—to serve 
the less fortunate by 

investing the privileges 
and resources we had as 
Wash. U. students in local 
youth—is part of  what 
made you such a natural, 
compelling leader.”

Patnaik’s stepfather 
shared some of  Patnaik’s 
own personal beliefs, say-
ing that he truly believed 
that students went off  
to college to grow into 
the best version of  them-
selves, but that he wished 
more progressive individu-
als would return to their 
smaller communities to 
help them grow as well.

“He really believed that 
people left their home-
town, and they went off  
to centers of  learning 
and they gathered lots of  
talents and became very 
sophisticated individu-
als,” Bohlman said at the 
memorial.“ It always 
bothered him that why 
don’t we have progressive 
enough people in our cit-
ies to attract people back 
to their hometown. Back 
to the streets of  their 
childhood, back to the 
places we came from.”

Bohlman said he 
believes that Patnaik 
would want his fellow 
classmates to discover 
what it is their passionate 
about and use their educa-
tion to implement change.

“His charge to you 
would be to go get your 
education and focus on 
what you want to do 
and figure out how to do 
it,” Bohlman said. “You 
know creativity, is the 

engine of  innovation. And 
Shayel wanted more than 
anything to bring inno-
vative programs to each 
community.”

In honor of  Patnaik’s 
memory, Washington 
University and Patnaik’s 
family have created the 
Shayel Mohanty Patnaik 
Scholarship fund to sup-
port one College Prep 
scholar at the University 
each year. The College 
Prep Program is designed 
to work with the greater 
St. Louis-area, first gener-
ation high school students 
to prepare them for suc-
cess in college.

“This scholarship has 
been an extraordinary 
opportunity for Shayel’s 
desire to come through,” 
Bohlman said, describing 
it as “the most outstand-
ing thing that’s ever been 
done for Shayel.” 

The scholarship will 
provide opportunities to 
kids that Patnaik may 
have known in his life 
and allow them to explore 
further education, which 
Bohlman believes Patnaik 
would “be completely 
into.”

“I think his energy will 
live on, and that’s the only 
way I can make any sense 
of  this is that through the 
a lot of  people his energy 
will live on,” Bohlman 
said. “And he would want 
that because he believed 
that energy goes on and 
on and can never be cre-
ated or destroyed. And it 
will never be destroyed.”

Sports Club Board to re-form, advocate for club athletes
ELENA QUINONES
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Sophomore Zach Lin catches the disc over an Oregon State 
defender during the Santa Barbara Invite last semester. The 
Sports Club Board, which is being brought to campus, will 
represent the interests of all 43 club sports teams on campus.

Senior Nate Vogt lays out for the disc during the Missouri Loves Company tournament last 
year. After being disbanded due to changes in the funding process, the Sports Club Board is 
coming back this year in hopes of increasing community among club sports teams on campus.
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SPORTS
The Washington 

University women’s soccer 
team won two games last 
week. The first was marked 
by an explosive second half  
that led them past Webster 
University. The second was 
a closely contested match 
against Emory University 
to kick off  their conference 
schedule. 

Against Webster, the team 
put their opponents on the 
defensive early. Off the first 
possession, junior midfielder 
Maggie Crist dribbled the ball 
into Webster’s third of the 
field and fired a cross towards 
freshman forward Ellie 
DeConinck. The cross was 
deflected and the chance went 
nowhere, but it established a 
pattern that would repeat 
throughout the first half. 

Wash. U. created shot after 
shot and controlled the flow 
of the game, but Webster’s 
defense played just well 
enough to keep the team off  
the board. The goalkeeper of  
Webster was instrumental in 
keeping the first half  score-
less, getting to balls early to 
end scoring chances and mak-
ing multiple saves on solid 
shots. The Webster defensive 
unit was also a large part of  
the lack of scoring. Wash. U. 
had to be crisp in their passes. 
It seemed that every pass that 
went a little long or cross that 
was slightly off  target was 
cleared away by an amoeba-
like backline that closed down 
to create a wall of defenders 

or spread out to cover attacks 
down the sideline. 

Even with the impressive 
effort from Webster, Wash. 
U still looked in control in 
the first half. In the 12th min-
ute, senior midfielder Gillian 
Myers fired a long shot that 
hit the bottom of the cross 
bar and DeConinck was there 
for a follow up, a close shot 
that was saved by an excellent 
effort by Webster keeper Aly 
Miller. In the 30th minute, 
junior Darcy Cunningham 
sent a low pass into the goalie 
box, behind the defense, and 
Crist got on the end of it for 
a powerful point-blank shot 
that was saved by Miller. 
Despite a 17-2 advantage 
in shots and 6-0 advantage 
in shots on goal for Wash. 
U., the first half  remained 
scoreless. 

The second half  saw the 
same level of intensity out 
of the Bears’ offense, but 
a great deal more success. 
Off the kick-off, sophomore 
forward Taylor Cohen beat 
the defenders to a ball from 
sophomore Jesse Rubin and 
shot a low, bouncing ball into 
the back of the net to give the 
team the lead. 

With the deadlock finally 
broken, the floodgates 
opened for the Bears. In the 
50th minute, Webster blocked 
a free-kick from senior 
defender Kelly Von Zup, but 
sophomore defender Hannah 
Menard was there to finish it 
with a powerful shot from 25 
yards out into the low corner 
to push the lead to 2-0. In the 
71st, DeConinck received the 

ball and dribbled past defend-
ers and the goalkeeper and 
finished into a wide-open net 
to make the lead 3-0. Finally, 
in the 88th minute, senior 
Allison Cerny fired a laser 
into the back of the net off  of  
a free-kick to close out scoring 
at 4-0.  

The Bears ended the game 
with a 36-3 advantage in 
shooting. Wash. U.’s looked 
stout as ever, stopping attacks 
before they had a chance to 
get off  the ground. 

On Saturday, the Bears 
looked to recreate their suc-
cess against No. 21 Emory 

University in their first con-
ference game of the year. The 
teams were clearly evenly 
matched, sparring for posses-
sion and chances early. In the 
19th minute, Cohen finished 
a header in a crowded pen-
alty area off  a high cross from 
junior Caroline Dempsey 
to give the Bears a 1-0 lead. 
In the 34th, junior Jessica 
Ridderhoff nearly extended 
the lead when she rifled a shot 
into the crossbar that bounced 
into play. The remainder of  
the first half  was fairly quiet, 
with neither team creating 
any interest opportunities.  

The second half  was a 
showcase of Wash. U.’s 
defense They moved as a 
cohesive unit to create tight 
spaces and force mistakes 
from Emory players. The 
team was blocking crosses, 
clearing slightly off  target 
passes and closing on drib-
blers before they had a chance 
to conjure up any scoring 
opportunities. Emory outshot 
Wash. U 9-8 on the day, how-
ever, only two of those shots 
came in the second half. The 
game ended with the Bears 
victorious, 1-0.  

The goalkeepers of Wash. 

U. stood out in both games. 
Against Webster, sophomore 
Katy Hutson and freshman 
Emma Greenfield split time 
in goal and both played well. 
Against Emory, Greenfield 
faced four shots on goal in the 
first 28 minutes and saved all 
of them. In six games so far, 
she has allowed one goal and 
has accumulated a record of  
6-0.  

With their unbeaten run 
now bloated to 24 games, the 
Bears will begin a four-game 
home stand on Monday 
against Principia College on 
Francis Field.

No. 2 women’s soccer shuts out No. 21 Emory in UAA opener
DORIAN DEBOSE
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Sophomore Taylor Cohen battles with a Webster player in the Bears’ 4-0 shutout. Winning 1-0 against Emory this weekend. The  
Bears, currently ranked No. 2, look to continue their undefeated season with games against Principia and Rochester this week.

Depending on your 
perspective, it was either 
a successful weekend 
trip to Cleveland for the 
Washington University 

volleyball team or a 
slightly disappointing 
opening to conference 
play. On the one hand, 
the Bears picked up two 
wins against confer-
ence rivals. On the other, 
Wash. U. fell short in 

their biggest match of  the 
weekend against tenth-
ranked Carnegie Mellon 
University.

The Bears tipped 
off  their UAA sched-
ule against New York 
University Saturday 
afternoon in the UAA 
Round Robin hosted by 
Case Western Reserve 
University. In their first 
conference game of  the 
year, the Bears were more 
than convincing, coast-
ing to a comprehensive 
straight-set victory.

Wash. U. was led by 
junior hitter Julianne 
Malek, who had 12 kills 
in the match. Freshman 
Tricia Brown was sec-
ond on the team with 11 
kills, while the offense 
was directed by freshman 
Kirby Knapp, who had 40 
of  the Bears’ 44 assists. 

Wash. U. was ruthlessly 
efficient on offense against 
NYU, amassing a .393 
hitting percentage across 
the match including .520 
in the first set. The Bears 
never let the Violets into 
the match, holding them 
to 17 points or less in all 
three sets. 

In the second match 
of  the Saturday double-
header, Wash. U. took on 
the hosts. Case Western 
gave the Bears more of  a 
run for their money, and 

jumped out to a 23-19 
lead in the opening frame. 
Wash. U., however, got 
the ball back on a service 
error, the first point of  a 
5-0 run, putting them on 
the edge of  taking the first 
set. 

It was not quite that sim-
ple for the Bears to clinch 
the frame, as Case took 
the next point to tie the 
set at 24 all. From there, 
the moment belonged to 
sophomore Leila King, 
who registered a kill to 
give the Bears another set 
point, which she sealed by 
combining for a block with 
fellow sophomore Hannah 
Turner. 

In a similarly tight sec-
ond set, the Bears and 
Spartans went back and 
forth, trading runs until 
Wash. U. held a 21-20 
advantage. The last run of  
the set went in the favor 
of  the hosts, however, and 
Case scored five of  the 
final six points to take the 
second frame 25-22.

With the match in the 
balance, the Bears jumped 
ahead to an 8-3 lead in the 
third, largely off  the serv-
ing of  freshman Alison 
Almgren-Bell. The lead 
fluctuated throughout the 
set, but in the end that 
five-point margin held up, 
and Wash. U. secured the 
set 25-20.

The fourth set was a 
close-cut affair, with the 
Bears just pulling ahead 
in the end. A 6-3 run put 
Wash. U. up 23-17, and 
once again it was King 
who sealed the set for the 
Bears, who recorded her 
13th and 14th kills of  the 
match to put away the 
Spartans for good.

A 2-0 record on Sunday 
set the stage for a heavy-
weight Sunday showdown 
against Carnegie Mellon. 
A match between the 
No. 18 and No. 10 teams 
in the nation promised 
some fireworks, and the 
Bears and Tartans did not 
disappoint. 

The two teams were 
neck-and-neck through the 
first two sets. After com-
ing up just short in a 25-23 
first set, the Bears bounced 
back in a big way for a six 
point 25-19 victory in the 
second. In the crucial third 
set, however, things began 
to unravel for Wash. U.

After a Carnegie Mellon 
error put the Bears up 
16-12, they looked poised 
to turn the 0-1 deficit into 
a 2-1 lead. The Tartans 
had other plans. Carnegie 
Mellon ripped off  a 13-3 
run from that point for-
ward, taking the set 25-19. 
While the Tartans were 
solid on offense in the 
set, posting a .283 hitting 

percentage in the third, 
they were aided in no 
small way by the Bears’ 
struggles. Wash. U. hit just 
.130 in the frame.

The Bears’ offensive 
woes carried over from 
the end of  the third set 
into the fourth. While the 
Tartans upped their hit-
ting percentage to .316 as 
they pushed towards vic-
tory, the Wash. U. offense 
dropped to below .100, 
converting attacks at a rate 
of  just .056 on the way to 
a 25-16 loss. 

With the defeat, Wash. 
U. holds a 10-6 record, 
and their 2-1 record in the 
UAA puts them in a dead 
heat in the conference 
with Carnegie Mellon, 
Case Western and Emory 
University. This year the 
conference field will be 
hotly contested. Boasting 
a 18-1 record, the Tartans 
represent significant chal-
lenges to the UAA crown, 
while Emory is ranked 
third and the University 
of  Chicago is ranked 2th 
and unbeaten in the con-
ference. The Bears, ranked 
18th, are right in the 
middle of  the hunt, and 
the teams will spend the 
next month jockeying for 
position until the title is 
decided at the UAA cham-
pionships in Atlanta at the 
beginning of  November.

Volleyball opens up conference schedule in Ohio to mixed results
JON LEWIS
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE

Sophomore Chloe Stile tips the ball over the net in the Bears’ 
win against Rose-Hulman. In the first UAA Round Robin this 
weekend, the Bears went 2-1, losing only to Carnegie-Mellon.

On a warm Saturday 
afternoon, the Washington 
University men’s soccer 
team fell 2-1 to Emory 
University in a hotly-con-
tested match in Atlanta, 
Ga.

The Red and Green 
began the match in the 
usual fashion, with most 
of  the usual starters in the 
starting lineup against a 
strong Eagles squad. The 
first half  was a close battle 
between the two teams, 
with Emory on the front 
foot early, outshooting 

Wash. U. 9-5, and forcing 
seven corners to Wash. 
U.’s two. In the 16th min-
ute, the Bears squandered 
a golden opportunity to 
take the lead, as junior 
midfielder Kyle Perez 
saw his spot kick hit the 
post. Emory struck first, 
with a corner kick after 23 

minutes of  action. 
The second half  was also 

a closely fought affair, with 
Wash. U. and Emory each 
taking three shots and one 
corner apiece. Senior back 
Chris Rieger equalized 
for the Bears, converting 
a penalty kick in the 50th 
minute, but the deadlock 

was not to last long. A goal 
by Emory in the 65th min-
ute put the Eagles up for 
good. 

Head coach Joe Clarke 
said he was more or less 
happy with Wash. U.’s 
performance, and that the 
scoreline perhaps did not 
reflect how well his team 

played.
“It was another good 

game against a good team, 
and I don’t think we started 
as quickly as I would have 
liked, but I think we picked 
up our performances,” 
Clarke said. “Overall, I 

No. 16 men’s soccer comes up short at Emory for first loss of season
FRANK YANG
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

SEE EMORY, PAGE 5
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thought we were a better 
team than them, a bit more 
dangerous overall.”

“We made a shift in our 
alignment as the game was 
progressing. The players 
playing along [junior for-
ward] Ryan Sproule were 
getting into more danger-
ous positions and getting in 
behind more. We got better 
at staying compact and 
moving up the ball, which 
is an area that we needed 
to progress in. We also lim-
ited them quite a bit, so I 
think there were a lot of  
positives. I think our team 
is a team that is continuing 
to become better.”

Sproule himself  was held 
relatively quiet against 
Emory, not registering a 
single shot on goal. The 
striker has impressed so 
far in his junior season, 
notching five goals and 
one assist in eight games. 
Clarke said he does not 
want to be too reliant on 
his star goal scorer, how-
ever. Soccer is a team 
sport, after all, and Clarke 
said that he is always wary 
of  the importance of  team 
chemistry and culture.

“We want to be a unit 
that has a great collective 
understanding, that works 

amazingly hard for each 
other, that is very dynamic 
in its movement and that is 
better than the opponents 
on the details,” Clarke 
said. “And if  we do that, 
then we’ll see how far we 
go.” 

The second half  against 
Emory got chippy and 
heated as it drew to a 

close. The Bears commit-
ted five fouls in the half, 
with Sproule, junior mid-
fielder Marco Pinheiro and 
senior back Shadi Awad all 
picking up yellow cards. 
Clarke said that wants his 
team to be able to handle 
intense matches like the 
one against Emory, and 
remain composed in the 

more heated moments that 
happen over the course of  
a game.

“The game is definitely 
emotional,” Clarke said. 
“But my expectation is that 
the team is always above 
and beyond the player, 
and that a player should 
be able to take anything. 
Even if  a player were to get 

punched during a game, 
I expect him to be able to 
take it and not to retaliate, 
because that is what’s best 
for the team. You have to 
manage frustrations and 
frustrations with referees’ 
decisions, and those are the 
goals we talked about. It’s 

not easy, but it is a process 
for everyone.” 

Wash. U. will now look 
to bounce back when 
they travel to Oglethorpe 
College tonight, before 
hosting four straight games 
at Francis Field over the 
next three weeks.
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Junior Ryan Sproule looks to shoot the ball in the Bears’ 5-0 
rout of Greenville. After falling this past weekend to Emory by 
a single goal, the Bears look to bounce back this week.

The Washington 
University foot-
ball team allowed 29 
second-quarter points to 
high-powered No. 4 North 
Central College, falling 
short, 43-24 Saturday at 
Francis Field. 

On paper, the Bears 
looked to be outmatched 
against one of  Division 
III’s top teams. But the 
Red and Green didn’t back 
down from this challenge; 
Wash. U. came out of  the 
gate firing on all cylinders.

It started with the 
defense forcing North 
Central’s offense to turn 
the ball over on downs to 
stop what looked to be 
a promising drive. The 
Wash. U. offense quickly 
took over. Wanting to 
impose themselves early, 
the Red and Green drew 
first blood with a 24-yard 
touchdown pass from 
sophomore quarterback 
Johnny Davidson to soph-
omore running back John 
Fisher.

On North Central’s 
next possession, the Bear 
defense held strong again, 
forcing a three-and-out 
and a quick punt.

Wash. U.’s offense con-
tinued to click, driving 
down the field with a nine-
play 47-yard drive topped 
off  with a 46-yard field 
goal by senior kicker Dan 
Kalvaitis. That put the 
Bears up by double digits, 
a surprising lead over the 
potent Cardinals.

North Central’s offense 
took the field again, 
desperate to find some 

offensive momentum. 
This time, the Cardinal 
marched down the field 
with a 10-play, 64-yard 
drive, resulting in a three-
yard touchdown run to 
bring the score back to 
within three.

North Central’s defense 
also stifled the Bears dur-
ing the second quarter, 
forcing Wash. U. to go 
three-and-out after three 
straight sacks on their next 
possession. North Central 
would capitalize on their 
next offensive possession 
with a 20-yard touchdown 
pass to quickly turn the 
tables on the Bears with a 
14-10 lead. 

After North Central 
grabbed the lead in the 
second quarter, they 
would never look back. 
Their defense came up 
with another big play, 
intercepting a pass from 
Davidson. Wide receiver 
Jalen Dennis was the next 
to strike for the Cardinals, 
rushing for a 14-yard 
touchdown to extend the 
North Central lead to 
20-10. 

After another three-
and-out from the Wash. 
U. offense, North Central 
pieced together an 11-play, 
81-yard drive, capped 
off  by a one-yard touch-
down rush that made 
the Cardinal lead two 
possessions.

Wash. U., in dire need 
of  a response at this point 
in the game, was unable 
to deliver, punting again 
on the ensuing posses-
sion. North Central drove 
the ball down the field for 
the remainder of  the half, 
putting the cherry on top 

of  their second-quarter 
effort with a final 34-yard 
field goal. Despite the 
quick start, the blistering 
close the quarter by the 
Cardinals left the Red and 
Green down, 29-10, after 
a half.

“We had to make 
plays at the appropriate 
moments,” head coach 
Larry Kindbom said. “And 
we just didn’t do that.” 

In the second half, the 
Wash. U. offense contin-
ued to struggle to replicate 
its early success, start-
ing the half  with another 
empty possession. The 
Bears defense was able to 
make a few plays early in 
the third quarter, includ-
ing a blocked field goal 
by senior defensive back 
Andrew Ralph, recov-
ered by senior defensive 
lineman Garris Goe, to 
temporarily keep the 
Cardinals off  the board.

North Central’s offense 
would retake the field 
after the Bears failed to 
convert a tough fourth and 
nine, connecting imme-
diately on a 41-yard pass. 
Just a few plays later, they 
turned it into a touch-
down to extend the lead to 
36-10.

This time, Wash. U.’s 
offense found a response, 
putting together a nine-
play, 74-yard drive ending 
with a four-yard touch-
down rush by Fisher to 
get the Bears back on the 
board. The Red and Green 
entered the final frame 
down, 36-17.

North Central didn’t 
relent, continuing to 
execute on the offensive 
end. A quick 13-yard 

touchdown on the ground 
gave the Cardinals their 
final score of  the game; 
Davidson and junior wide 
receiver Jason Singer con-
nected for a 32-yard score 
later to mark the 43-24 
final.

While facing the No. 
4 team in the nation was 
a tall task for the Bears, 
Kindbom said he saw a 
number of  improvements 
from his players and took 

away a few silver linings 
from the loss.

“We’re growing each 
week as a team,” Kindbom 
said. “There were a hand-
ful of  plays where maybe 
we could have had an 
impact, and we didn’t…
but those plays might go 
our way one or two weeks 
from now.”

Kindbom also expressed 
great optimism about the 
younger players on the 

team beginning to come 
into their own.

“I’m excited about 
where we are,” Kindbom 
said. “The young guys 
are beginning to step up, 
which is what champion-
ship programs do.” 

Wash. U. will look 
to bounce back on the 
road next weekend, as 
they travel to take on 
Washington and Lee 
University Saturday.

No. 4 North Central downs football in 43-24 win
HEMAN DUPLECHAN
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER
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Freshman Andrew Brunetti shields the ball from a Greenville player in the Bears’ 5-0 win. With 
a loss this weekend to Emory as their only loss of the season, the men’s soccer team looks to 
continue its winning ways away at Oglethorpe and at home against Rochester this week.
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Freshman Nick Cione gets tackled as he runs the ball against North Central (Ill.) Falling 
43-24, the Bears look to get back in the win column, at Washington and Lee, Saturday.



I never knew how 
little I matured since high 
school until I was forced 
to confront how my music 
preferences just simply 
have not changed. Spotify’s 
Time Capsule had the gall 
to put 55 songs in front of  
my face that are supposed 
to make me nostalgic and 
by god, did it work. This 
Time Capsule playlist reads 
more like a Friday night in 
a fraternity basement than 
those bonfire nights in high 
school. Anyway, here’s a 
ranking of  all 55 of  my 
Time Capsule songs from 
least accurate to most, with 
some multi-way ties.

The ones I’ve never 
heard of

55. “Johnny Boy”—Twenty 
One Pilots

I’m not against the 
Twenty One Pilots (ToP) 
pick because, to be com-
pletely honest, I listened to 
so much ToP senior year 
of  high school. What I’m 
against is the song choice. 
I’m pretty sure I know 
the words the majority of  
ToP’s discography and I’ve 
never heard of  “Johnny 
Boy” before. Give me 
“Car Radio,” you stupid 
algorithm.

T- 49. “Under the Bridge”—
Red Hot Chili Peppers, 
“The Scientist”—Coldplay, 

“Without Me”—Eminem, 
“Clint Eastwood”—The 
Gorillaz, “Hol’ Up”—
Kendrick Lamar, “Just What I 
Am”—Kid Cudi

Pretty sure I’ve never lis-
tened to any of  these songs. 
Except “Hol’ Up.” But, 
like, why not pick any other 
Kendrick Lamar song?

T- 46. “Buzzin’”—Shwayze, 
“No Faith in Brooklyn”—
Hoodie Allen, “Love is 
Overrated”—Shwayze

LOL freshman year. 
LOL Hoodie Allen making 
a jump rope of  bras. LOL 
Shwayze hooking up with 
a Wash. U. student. LOL 
college.

Phases

45. “Uprising”—Muse

There’s actually a fun 
story behind this one. This 
summer, I was sent to write 
a review of  a Muse concert 
in St. Louis having never 
listened to Muse before in 
my life. I binge-listened to 
the band for the three days 
leading up to the concert 
just so that I would have 
a small amount of  exper-
tise. I guess that I played 
“Uprising” so many times 
in such a short period 
of  time that I convinced 
Spotify I actually enjoyed 
Muse and that they once 
played an integral role in 
my life. The concert was 
eh.

T-42. “Kilojoules”—Freelance 
Whales, “Hey There 
Delilah”—Plain White T’s, 
“West Coast”—Coconut 
Records

When I remember that I 
had an indie-folk phase.

T-40. “Bump N’ Grind”—R. 
Kelly, “Ignition Remix”—R. 
Kelly

R. Kelly has never been 
an upstanding human 
being to be sure, but prior 
to this summer, he seemed 
to be firmly in the Michael 
Jackson and Eminem camp 
of  “questionable personal 
lives with decent music.” 
Now with all his brainwash-
ing coming to the forefront, 
I just feel gross seeing these 
songs on the playlist. But 
also, LOL freshman year 
round two. 

T-37. “Doses and 
Mimosas”—Cherub, “Move 
Along”—The All-American 
Rejects, “Opposite of  
Adults”—Chiddy Bang

LOL sophomore year and 
LOL SPB. You guys try. We 
appreciate you.

Hip-hop featuring 
niche Eminem

T-35. “Like Toy 
Soldiers”—Eminem, “Till I 
Collapse”—Eminem

For about a year and a 
half  in high school, “Like 
Toy Soldiers” was my 

favorite song, and I mean 
my absolute favorite song. I 
had a 25-minute drive home 
after baseball practice and 
I would play it three times 
in a row and then cap it 
off  with “‘Till I Collapse” 
just because I was an angry 
white boy. I haven’t listened 
to Eminem since high 
school. This is less nostalgic 
and more just worrisome.

T-32. “F-----’ 
Problems”—A$AP 
Rocky, “Energy”—Drake, 
“HYFR”—Drake

Can you tell I rushed Beta 
Theta Pi?

T-30. “Gold Digger”—Kanye 
West, “Jesus Walks”—Kanye 
West

After taking Professor 
Jeffrey McCune’s class 
on Kanye West, I have a 
newfound appreciation 
for these songs, notably as 
seminal literary texts on 
the black male’s American 
experience. I highly recom-
mend looking into the 
theory behind Kanye’s 
Higher Education trilogy, 
and then comparing that to 
his newer gospel-focused 
work and drawing your own 
conclusions on how society 
and culture have changed 
over the course of  Kanye’s 
career, perhaps drawing con-
clusions on the institutions 
that people put their faith in 
these days. Just saying.

Songs that I claim to 
have listened to in high 

school, but didn’t

T-28. “Everybody”—
Backstreet Boys, “Rock Your 
Body”—Justin Timberlake

You can tell that I don’t 
know the difference between 
these two songs because I 
transpose the lyrics when-
ever one or the other comes 
on. If  you hear me hum-
ming, “Everybody, rock 
your body, please don’t walk 
away,” just know that I’m 
trying really, really hard to 
fit in.

27. “Someday”—The Strokes

I literally thought The 
Shins sang this song until 
I listened to it to write this 
article. I’ve been lying about 
liking The Shins for so long 
now.

26. “Sugar, We’re Goin 
Down”—Fall Out Boy

Thanks for the memories 
even if  they weren’t so great. 
Thnks fr th mmrs vn f  thy 
wrnt s grt. A o e eoie ee i e 
ee o ea.

Fall Out Boy is iconic.

T-24. “Promiscuous”—Nelly 
Furtado, “Temperature”—
Sean Paul

Why couldn’t this be 
“Hot in Herre” by Nelly 
and “Fire Burning” by Sean 
Kingston? I identify much 
more fully with those songs. 

Songs with “on top” in 
the name

23. “On Top”— Flume

This song was the walkup 
song of  my friend and 
baseball teammate, Tristan. 
There is only one story 
that Tristan will always be 
remembered for, and that 
is the time he farted during 
junior year calculus and 
more than a fart came out. 
He then waddled out of  
the room, only to return a 

moment later, with boxers 
in hand. Coach Lanier, our 
teacher, then looked Tristan 
in the eye and said, “More 
fiber might help,” before 
going back to teaching. 
Thank you Flume, for mak-
ing a song that will always 
remind me of  the necessity 
of  fiber.

22. “Love on Top”— Beyonce

The real travesty is this 
is the only Beyonce song 
on this entire playlist. No 
“Drunk in Love,” “Crazy in 
Love” or “7/11.” Honestly, 
I feel attacked, Spotify.

Songs that I actu-
ally listened to in high 
school, but pretended I 

didn’t

T-20. “Pumped Up Kicks”—
Foster the People, “What You 
Know”—Two Door Cinema 
Club

I went to a Southern, 
preppy, rich-as-the-day-is-
long high school—I couldn’t 
out myself  as a dirty hippy 
too early.

T-18. “Come a Little Closer”—
Cage the Elephant, “Shake Me 
Down”—Cage the Elephant

Listening to Cage the 
Elephant in a grungy park-
ing lot with hundreds of  St. 
Louisians dressed in their 
best festival attire is probably 
the closest I’ve ever come to 
fulfilling a childhood dream. 
Scream-shouting “Not a 
lot of  people left around” 
from the back of  the crowd 
while everyone else kind of  
just stood there and nodded 
their head embodies my per-
sonality more than anything 
else I can think of. Long live 
Cage the Elephant. Long 
live awkward high school 
Wesley.

17. “Kiss Kiss”—Chris Brown

Until around sophomore 
year of  college, I could 
recite the DJ/caller conver-
sation at the beginning of  
this song from memory. I 
can’t do that anymore, but 
I still got all the words to 
the actual song. It’s the little 
victories.

Songs that I will hum 
at any given moment 

unprompted

T-15. “1985”—Bowling for 
Soup, “Stacy’s Mom”—
Fountains of  Wayne

Sometimes I wish I was 
born in a different decade so 
I could be that annoying kid 
who was way too into these 
songs when they first came 
out. Like, can you imagine 
yourself  picking up a cas-
sette of  “Stacy’s Mom” on 
release day and just wilding 
out in your mom’s station 
wagon? This song would 
have been straight up risque. 
You would have been the 
epitome of  edge. No memes 
needed.

T-13. “Ms. Jackson”—
OutKast, “Hey 
Ya!”— OutKast

LouFest has officially 
allowed me to see the 
following artists, in no 
particular order: Outkast, 
Snoop Dogg, Arctic 
Monkeys and Cage the 
Elephant. If  you ever want 
to claim that LouFest 
doesn’t know its target audi-
ence is annoying college 
kids who have only barely 
outgrown their angst, you’re 
wrong.

12. “D.A.N.C.E.”—Justice

I go to Wash. U. I love 
acronyms. Sue me.

11. “Skinny Love”—Bon Iver

I’m also a sad boy 
apparently.

How to remind yourself  
of  prom night

10. “My Boo”—Usher
9. “SexyBack”—Justin 
Timberlake
8. “Pony”—Ginuwine

Not my prom night 
necessarily, but I’m sure 
someone’s followed this tra-
jectory of  music. Or maybe 
not. It’s kind of  an aggres-
sive sequence of  events. And 
a lot of  toxic masculinity, 
but what’s more high school 
prom than toxic masculinity. 
All I know is I will attempt 
to gyrate uncomfortably in 
my car whenever these songs 
come on.

That one time you 
spent a night on a col-
lege campus as a high 

schooler

7. “I Love College”—Asher 
Roth

College hasn’t not been 
like this. It also hasn’t not 
not been like this. Need 
more years to continue to 
evaluate the data. Could I 
get a research grant for this?

Remembering when you 
worked out and had 

stamina

6. “Hips Don’t Lie”— Shakira
5. “Everytime We 
Touch”— Cascada
4. “American Boy”— Estelle

I love to dance. I know 
this, you know this, and 
apparently, Spotify knows 
this. Of these three songs, 
I will dance aggressively to 
every single second, letting 
the sweat pour and coat the 
floor until it is of  a consis-
tency on which a slip ’n slide 
can be started. Work will be 
put in on these three, lack of  
exercise over the past three 
years be damned.

The top three

3. “Otherside”—Red Hot Chili 
Peppers

To this day, I will play 
“Otherside” on repeat, 14 
times in a row when I have 
a road trip of  more than two 
hours. Fun fact: If  your eyes 
are closed while you scream-
sing Red Hot Chili Peppers, 
the fields of  Illinois don’t 
seem so bad.

2. “X Gon’ Give it To 
Ya”—DMX

“Alexa! Play ‘X Gon’ Give 
it To Ya’ by DMX”—Me, 
circa December 2016 while 
my roommate was trying to 
do homework and also every 
subsequent time someone 
has owned an Alexa.

1. “Mr. Brightside”—The 
Killers

Once, in order to stall so 
that a surprise party could 
be set up, I played “Mr. 
Brightside” and the driver 
of  the car pretended to be so 
caught up in the music that 
she forgot where she was 
going and took a 10 minute 
detour. “Mr. Brightside” is 
the only song that means 
anything in my life and will 
ever mean anything in my 
life.
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A comprehensive ranking of all 55 songs on my Spotify Time Capsule playlist
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6 pm: Fitch Ratings, 
Information Session: 
2018 Summer and 
Associate Analyst 
Programs, Bauer Hall, 
Room 240

6 pm: Walmart 
US eCommerce 
Information Session, 
Mallinckrodt Center, 
Room 303

7 pm: Architecture 
Resumes and Cover 
Letters that get Results, 
Givens Hall, Room 117 

12 pm: Graduate & Post 
Doc Series: Networking 
at a Conference,  
DUC Room 234

4:30 pm: Edward 
Jones Career Fair, 
Off-Campus: Edward 
Jones Headquarters, 
West Atrium, 12555 
Manchester Road, St. 
Louis, MO 63131

4-6 pm: Law School Fair, 
Anheuser-Busch Hall, 
Crowder Courtyard

6 pm: Point72 Asset 
Management, 
Information Session, 
DUC, Room 234

4 pm: Pro Practice 
C-Des Seniors: 
Networking, Exploring 
+ Informational 
Interviewing, Steinberg 
Hall, Room 213

4 pm: Graduate & Post 
Doc Series: Search 
Acceleration Team: 
STEM, DUC Room 111 
Career Center 

4 pm: Graduate & Post 
Doc Series: Search 
Acceleration Team: 
Humanities and Social 
Sciences, DUC Room 300 
Liberman Graduate Center

5 pm: Pro Practice 
C-Des Juniors: 
Networking, Exploring 
+ Informational 
Interviewing, Steinberg 
Hall, Room 213

5 pm: Express Scripts, 
Information Session: 
Supply Chain, Bauer Hall, 
Room 210N

6 pm: Dimensional Fund 
Advisors, Information 
Session, Bauer Hall, 
Room 150

 

12 pm: Med School 
Interview Prep 
Workshop, DUC,  
Room 232

4 pm: Zillow 
Information Session: 
Tech Talk for Analytic 
Students, DUC,  
Room 276

4 pm: Graduate & Post 
Doc Series: Academic 
Application Materials 
Peer Review Clinic,  
DUC Room 300 Liberman 
Graduate Center

12 pm: Duke University 
Lunch with a Pro: 
Politics and Public 
Policy, DUC, Room 276

12 pm: Graduate 
& Post Doc Series: 
Navigating Your PhD: 
An Introduction to 
Career Development, 
DUC Room 234

1 pm: GPP Internships & 
Jobs Work Group,  
DUC, Room 239 

Upcoming Events: October 2-6

Log into CAREERlink for more information and to RSVP

Career Center Quick Question Drop In:

No appointment needed.  
Monday – Friday, 10:00 am – 5:00 pm

Drop into Suite 110 at the Danforth University 
Center for quick assistance with resumes, 
cover letters, search strategies, employer 
correspondence, and other quick questions.
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Thursday’s Puzzle Solved

10/2/17

HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
the grid above it, 
writing each unique 
letter only once. 
The correct solution 
will spell the 
complete phrase 
along a single continuous spelling 
path that moves horizontally, 
vertically and diagonally. Fill the grid 
from square to square - revisiting 
letters as needed to complete the 
spelling path in order. Each letter will 
appear only once in the grid. 

© 2016 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  visit www.Pathem.com

topic: Sports
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Pathem   Puzzle Solution

©2016 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

®

HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
the grid above it, 
writing each unique 
letter only once. 
The correct solution 
will spell the 
complete phrase 
along a single continuous spelling 
path that moves horizontally, 
vertically and diagonally. Fill the grid 
from square to square - revisiting 
letters as needed to complete the 
spelling path in order. Each letter will 
appear only once in the grid. 

© 2016 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  visit www.Pathem.com

topic: Sports
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Staff editorials reflect the consensus 
of our editorial board. The editorial 
board operates independently of our 
newsroom and includes members of the 
senior staff and forum section editors.

Editor-in-Chief: Ella Chochrek 

Managing Editors: Aaron Brezel, Aidan 

Strassmann, Noa Yadidi

Senior Forum Editor: Aidan Strassmann

Senior Sports Editors: Rohan Gupta, Jon 

Lewis

Senior Scene Editor: Hanusia Higgins

Senior Cadenza Editor: Wesley Jenkins

Copy Chiefs: Jeremy Goldstein, Elizabeth 

Grossman 

Once an article is 
published on studlife.
com, it will remain 
there permanently. We 
do not remove articles 
or authors’ names 
from the site unless 
an agreement was 
reached prior to July 1, 
2005.

We welcome letters to 
the editor and op-ed 
submissions from our 
readers. Submissions may 
be sent to letters@studlife.
com and must include 
the writer’s name, class 
and phone number for 
verification. Letters should 
be no longer than 350 words 
in length, and readers may 

also submit longer op-eds 
of up to 750 words. We 
reserve the right to print 
any submission as a letter 
or op-ed. Any submission 
chosen for publication does 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of Student Life, 
nor does publication mean 
Student Life supports said 
submission.

OUR VOICE: 
EDITORIAL BOARD

YOUR VOICE:
SUBMISSIONS

OUR WEB 
POLICY

A 
couple weeks 
into freshman 
year, every 
Washington 

University student slowly but 
surely learns to avoid two 
hotspots at their peak times: 
the Danforth University 
Center food lines and all 
on-campus printing stations. 
On any given weekday, 
during the 10-minute slot 
between classes, dozens of  
students rush to Olin Library 
to quickly print out readings 
or presentations before their 
next classes start. The classic 
which-printer-is-going-to-be-
free-first pacing, the agitated 
sighs when a printer runs out 
of paper and the sweaty run-
walk back outside as students 
resign themselves to reading 
off their screens become 
routine. We appreciate the 
resources the University 
provides for students, butthere 
are multiple opportunities for 
improvement.

On the Student Technology 
Services’ printing web page, 
the list of printing stations 
on campus includes vague 
locations such as “Arts & 
Sciences,” “Business School,” 
“Medical Campus” and 
“School of Engineering.” As 
any student knows, College of  
Arts & Sciences classes take 
place in scattered locations 
s, sometimes even within 
buildings technically listed as 
belonging to business, engi-
neering or art schools. These 
descriptions are unhelpful to 
students seeking easily acces-
sible printing stations and fail 
to provide clear directions 
to printers around campus. 
Another problem: Students 
who attend classes on the East 
End of campus have limited 
options, as there are very few 
stations east of Olin Library.

As of right now, many 
printers are located in librar-
ies. This is smart idea on first 
glance because of the large 

traffic flow and proximity to 
computers. But this is harmful 
to the quiet atmosphere that 
students desire when going to 
a library. (Try printing a paper 
in the East Asian Studies 
Library or the Gaylord Music 
Library, and you’ll realize 
that you’re disrupting the 
silence and receive some dirty 
looks.)

Providing an easily acces-
sible, specific and regularly 
updated list of working 
printers across campus—not 
just in residential areas and in 
the business/law schools—
would reduce the stress 
levels of rushed students and 
provide some relief for the 
most frequently used printing 
stations, which often have 
a line of students waiting 
to use them during the day 
and which require frequent 
restocking of ink and paper. 
Additionally, (and this may 
be helped once the location of  
currently unknown printers 

is publicized) distributing 
printing stations more evenly 
around campus for the 
convenience of students in all 
academic disciplines would 
help reduce the heavy reliance 
on certain printing hotspots, 
like Olin Library and the 
DUC. 

To further compound the 
printing confusion, the print-
ing money allocated for each 
student is determined by fac-
tors such as housing situation 
and academic school.

All students on the 
Danforth Campus automati-
cally get $5 per year to spend 
on printing, and there is an 
additional $40 credit for 
students living in Residential 
Life housing. After the afore-
mentioned $45 (or $5) sum, 
there is a large variation in 
how much additional printing 
money is given out to students 
by academic school. The 
College of Arts & Sciences 
and the Sam Fox School of  

Design and Visual Arts give 
out no additional printing 
funds, while students in the 
School of Engineering and 
the Olin School of Business 
get $40 and $65 extra for the 
year, respectively.

There are differences 
in printing needs between 
academic disciplines, but this 
large range is uncalled for. The 
wide gap in allocated printing 
money between schools leaves 
many students either running 
out of printing money by the 
spring semester or ending the 
school year with far more 
funds left over than necessary.

Given the diverse needs 
of students on the Danforth 
Campus, we propose a 
new strategy for allocating 
printing money to students. 
Rather than giving students 
printing money based on 
their academic school, we 
suggest allocating money 
for printing by course. For 
example, a writing intensive, 

peer-review-based course in 
Arts & Sciences would require 
more printed materials of  
students than a large introduc-
tory lecture course.

By asking professors to pre-
dict the amount of required 
printing for their course for 
the semester, the University 
will encourage more efficient 
use of printing money and 
even has the potential to affect 
the amount of paper waste 
produced as more and more 
assignments have the possibil-
ity to be turned in online. 

Through this plan, the 
University will be able to 
predict the amount of printing 
students need more accu-
rately, close the wide range of  
printing money distributed to 
students within the Wash. U. 
community and help out the 
Student Technology Services 
workers when they are 
inevitably asked to replace the 
paper in ResLife computing 
labs for the umpteenth time. 

I
t’s easy. It’s simple. And 
it’s tangible. When we 
discuss mental health 
we desperately search 

for a cure, a methodology and 
a concrete plan that can lower 
those malignant suicide and 
depression rates. We say that 
by challenging one another 
to check in and go talk to 
a support person, we can 
preemptively remedy mental 
health issues on our campus.

 If only it were that 
straightforward.

 Contrary to popular opin-
ion, we do not ignore mental 
health. Nor do we trivialize it. 
Most students at Washington 
University have a tremendous 
amount of empathy and 
recognize mental health as an 

important need.
 The biggest issue is that 

we’re scared of mental health. 
We’re scared of mental health 
because being open about 
stress, anxiety and sadness 
requires us to be vulner-
able. When we expose our 
weaknesses, our bad days, 
our “not being fine,” we’re 
terrified of the judgment 
others will pronounce on us. 
Every time someone asked 
how I’m doing in passing, I 
used to answer, “I’m fine.” 
Because by saying I’m fine, 
I can avoid the revelation of  
how I really am. So, recently, 
I decided to answer honestly, 
and the reactions were very 
surprisingly consistent. When 
I responded, “I’m having a 
rough day,” people seemed 
initially perplexed and 
panicked. After regaining 

composure, responses were 
always similar: “Reach out 
to your support. Talk to 
someone. See a counselor.” 
Because that’s the easy 
answer; it is easy to say, “Go 
find someone to talk to.” It is 
easy to just ask how are you, 
prescribe a solution and move 
on. That way, we’ve done our 
part while still maintaining an 
image of stability and social 
success. However, how can 
we expect individuals to reach 
out and discuss their mental 
health when no one around 
them is doing the same? 

 At Wash. U., we have a 
culture of discussing the bad 
solely within the Wash. U. 
academic realm. If you ever 
hear discontented students, 
probability says they’re 
discussing one of three 
maladies: an upcoming exam, 

a recently completed exam or 
a combination of exams and 
clubs that saps their time and 
energy. We guise stress, fear 
and disquietude in a costume 
of academics because every-
one at Wash. U. struggles with 
academics; so, we could never 
be viewed poorly or differently 
for it.  

 Something I always loved 
and admired about Shayel 
was his willingness to go deep 
and be thoughtful. You never 
had a banal or bland conver-
sation about your daily class 
schedule or exams with him. 
You talked about your career 
passions, your biggest fears 
in life and what you look for 
in your closest friendships. 
It’s that type of attitude that 
allows us to be comfortably 
vulnerable. How amazing 
does it feel when someone 

shares a deep philosophy 
about themselves with you? 
We, as people, are social 
beings at our most inner core. 
We crave connection beyond 
the mundane and thrive when 
we have formed those con-
nections. So, when someone 
reaches out with a struggle, 
don’t simply acknowledge it. 
Engage in it, try to understand 
it, relate to it and check on 
them after as well. 

 I’m someone who had 
questioned for two and a half  
years whether Wash. U. was 
even the right place for me. 
There were days when I did 
not know if I should be in St. 
Louis and thought transferring 
would be my saving grace. 
After a couple years of silence, 
my saving grace actually 
came in the form of talking 
to friends about feeling out 

of place at times at Wash. U., 
and they responded that they 
actually felt the same. They 
discussed how college was a 
pressurizing juggling act with 
no familiarity nearby, and, 
sometimes, it was excruciat-
ing to not have your family 
nearby. It was at that moment 
I realized that those seemingly 
isolating experiences are quite 
common among us, we just 
don’t know. At that moment, 
I finally felt connected. I 
felt that having a s----- time 
was not only acceptable but 
cathartic to share due to unity 
and love. 

Wash. U.: we live in a 
culture where being fine is 
the only option. Let us be fine 
with not being fine, and, then, 
we can finally open up and 
feel comfortable reaching out 
for support. 

STAFF EDITORIAL

OP-ED SUBMISSION

It’s OK to not be OK
JOE LUDMIR
CLASS OF 2018

L
ast fall, in an 
environmental 
biology course 
at Washington 

University, my teacher 
discussed the international 
debate over the validity of  
climate change and other 
hot-button scientific topics, 
including evolution. We 
watched clips from Fox News, 
and the class giggled over 
the absurdity of it all—real 
people, in 2017, still insisting 
that climate change isn’t real, 
scraping the bottom of the 
barrel for evidence, launch-
ing personal attacks against 
specific scientists and agen-
cies. The room, of course, was 
primarily filled with biology 
and environmental science 
students.

To continue the lecture, 
my professor brought up an 
especially egregious example 

of a science-denier in action. 
I vaguely heard him mention 
some county in some town 
that tried to put a sticker on 
biology textbooks to make 
clear that “evolution is a 
theory, not a fact, concerning 
the origin of living things.” 
When I looked up at the 
screen, I was horrified to find 
that my own school district 
was the one in question. Cobb 
County Schools, the pur-
veyor of my academic career 
from 4th grade through high 
school graduation, was the 
defendant. 

In the enclosed community 
at Washington University, 
it’s easy to forget that people 
outside our bubble share 
views contrary to the general 
population of students. My 
hometown of Kennesaw, 
Ga. is constantly mocked by 
my friends here (and with 
good reason) for its conserva-
tive Southern tendencies. 
After that one class period, 

I messaged my friends from 
back home—who mostly are 
currently enrolled at 4-year 
colleges, some majoring in 
science—and none of us can 
remember learning about 
evolution in school. 

Our county allows for 
exceptions to normal curricula 
for “religious objections held 
by many of its residents.” 
Specifically, as of 1995, the 
policy read “no student is 
compelled to study the origin 
of human species in science” 
and “there may be no course 
requirement for the origin of  
the human species in science 
for high school graduation.” 
A concept so elementary to 
the general field of science, 
something so widely accepted 
amongst my friends, profes-
sors and mentors, was never 
once mentioned to me in 
an academic setting before 
college.

For students that don’t have 
involved parents or guardians 

or a self-motivated interest 
in science, school serves as 
their only resource. The linear 
transfer of information allows 
no room for questioning or 
discussion unless prompted, 
and resources are hand-
selected by teachers to reflect a 
certain stance. 

In the ever-changing world 
of politics, questions regard-
ing the dissemination of  
scientific lessons in schools 
are often debated. Scott Pruitt, 
current administrator of the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, cited the need for 
“honest cost-benefit work” 
when generating data to prove 
or disprove the existence 
of climate change and the 
factors that cause it—or if it 
even exists. This, in his view, 
means a greater influence of  
fossil fuel companies. EPA 
spokesperson Liz Bowman 
claimed “the difference 
between us and the previous 
administration is that we feel 

that the regulated community 
is an important stakeholder.” 
In other words, “we believe 
those that stand to profit from 
the continued production and 
burning of fossil fuels should 
be able to say whether they’re 
harmful or not.” 

Simultaneously, the admin-
istration recently directed the 
Education Department to 
invest $200 million in grants 
toward improving STEM 
education in schools, specifi-
cally computer science. While 
this all sounds well and good, 
initiatives without acceptance 
will never move past initial 
stages of implementation. 
Bipartisan agreement on 
science-related issues will 
help ensure more widespread 
acceptance of scientific issues, 
starting with education. 

Raising a generation of  
well-informed, scientifically 
minded—or, at the very least, 
scientifically knowledgeable 
students—is the first step 

to a self-sustaining cycle of  
advancement. As students 
continue with education, 
they can base their ideas in 
factually accurate informa-
tion, choose a career and pass 
down credible information to 
the next generation. 

While I was lucky enough 
to learn about issues like 
climate change and evolution 
through parents and peers, 
I worry for those not lucky 
enough to have alternative 
sources of information to 
those provided in schools. 
Pushing President Donald 
Trump’s administration to 
necessitate the spread of  
accurate, peer-reviewed infor-
mation through the Education 
Department and the EPA, 
centered in the best interests 
of American people and the 
environment—not indus-
try representatives—helps 
assure future generations will 
produce technologies to do 
the same. 

Sticker shock: The importance of science in education
AIDAN STRASSMAN
SENIOR FORUM EDITOR
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So there’s a flamin’-hot, 
bangin’, b----in’, booty-
droppin’ rager this Friday 
night, and everyone just 
HAS to go. The theme 
doesn’t suck *cough*, you 
already have your outfit 
planned and that beauti-
ful specimen of  a man 
in your Women, Gender 
and Sexuality Studies 
class will be there. You 
want to go. But here’s the 
catch: You’ve decided to 
be sober. Maybe it’s for 
health reasons, maybe 
it’s for religious reasons, 
maybe addiction runs in 
your family, maybe you’ve 
been forbidden from 
touching the evil spirits, 
maybe you’re trying to 
just obey the law, maybe 
you’re like me and every 
time you get “lost in the 
sauce” you end up alone 
in your room at 2 a.m. 
sobbing because alco-
hol’s a depressant (and 
you might just be a little 

depressed to begin with). 
Maybe you’ve identified 
alcohol as a negative cop-
ing mechanism, and you 
want to give yourself  a 
chance to find a positive 
one. Some might think this 
decision of  sobriety is the 
fatal shot to your social 
life, but that just isn’t true. 
Just because you’re sober 
doesn’t mean Ursa’s Nite 
Life is your only nightlife. 
I may do a lot of  puzzles, 
and weeknights might be 
sacred introvert me-time, 
but I am indeed a vicious, 
belligerent and sober party 
animal.  

Ryan Hamilton, in his 
Netflix special “Happy 
Face,” quips about liv-
ing his life having never 
consumed alcohol. 
Hamilton describes his 
friends thinking, “We all 
got together, and we real-
ized that you’re going to 
remember most of  this. 
Now, we’d rather you went 
home, if  you don’t mind; 
we don’t want to take a 
little black box with us on 

this disaster that’s about 
to occur.” As sad as this 
bit is, it’s a stark reality. 
When people realize that 
you’re about to soberly 
watch them possibly make 
an a-- out of  themselves 
all night, they feel preemp-
tively judged. It’s a “we’re 
all sober or we’re all 
drunk” attitude, and zero 
advantage is preferable. 
Yes, I get it, but this fear 
of  judgement is something 
to work around. 

First step on the party 
girl’s guide to sobriety 
is: Don’t tell anybody 
about it. Yes, maybe tell 
an accountability partner 
when you first decide 
to be sober, but don’t 
announce it before you 
go out, while you’re out 
or even after you go out. 
Covertness is key in this 
scenario. To make your 
operation as clandestine 
as possible, you have to 
play the part. If  you don’t 
want to be encircled by 
people telling you to have 
a drink, or accosted by 

kind individuals offering 
you a token “pity soda,” 
just don’t tell anyone 
that you’re not drink-
ing! There’s a line 
between being 
sober because 
you are 
the elected 
responsible 
one and being 
sober because 
you want 
to be—and 
he two can 
be mutually 
exclusive, 
if  

you’d like them to be. 
Second step is to look 

the part. Have a mar-
ginally filled drinking 
receptacle on your person 
at all times. It’s the perfect 
way to not be offered 
booze. I personally prefer 
energy drinks as they keep 
away the fatigue and are 
renowned chasers. If  your 
cup is clear, then the tonic 
has to be questionable in 
color. Say you bring a pink 
lemonade bottle, filled 
with just pink lemonade. 
Someone might ask for 
a swig—and you should 
let them take it. When 
they give that “whaaaat… 
where’s the alc?” look, 
just say, “It’s mixed with 
Everclear, I can barely 
taste it,” except you 
should probably yell that 

sentence while dancing 
chaotically, then 
moon-

walk away. 
Be sure you do 

the right kind 
of  dancing, 
though. I 

understand, 
you’re sober, 
and maybe 
your inhibitions 
haven’t artifi-
cially dropped, 
but you have to 
act like it. A lot of  
exaggerated frown-
ing while looking 
down and booty 
dropping or hip 
swiveling should do 
the trick. To keep up 

the authenticity, when 
“Mr. Brightside” comes 
on go absolutely apes---. 
It’s a clear sign of  inebria-
tion—and So. Much. Fun. 
To that same point, don’t 
dress like you’re sober. 
Have no qualms or fears 
with your outfit. It needs 
to be ballsy and exude 
a fearless attitude. No 
sweats,or slippers; that 
only works if  you’re obvi-
ously drunk or obviously 
sober, two things we’re not 
going for. 

Final step is to leave 
when the clock strikes 12 
(sometimes 1, if  you’re 
lucky). I don’t necessar-
ily agree with all of  the 
lessons Cinderella tried to 
teach me as a child—like 
marriage being the solu-
tion to all of  my problems, 
for one—but this midnight 
rule is actually relevant. 
After midnight, all your 
friends have either gained 
drunk independence and 

split into 
groups, gone 

off  with their own 
Prince Charmings—or 
there are the ones who 
are still there, missed 
the “leaving” memo 
and about to need some 
extreme babysitting. I’m 
not telling you to leave 
your friends in a precari-
ous situation, but tie up 
all of  the loose ends, track 
down whoever their buddy 
was supposed to be and 
dip. This might involve 
you walking a couple of  
people home or calling 
some pumpkin carriages, 
but the point is that you 
don’t have to stay at the 
party. There’s a differ-
ence between staying and 
playing mom all night, 
and staying long enough 
that the people who actu-
ally need your help get 
it. It shouldn’t be your 
responsibility to make sure 
20-something people don’t 
die—and if  it feels like 
it is, you might need to 
have some hard conversa-
tions about responsible 
drinking. 

The point of  going out 
is to have fun and to meet 
people. You shouldn’t have 
to sacrifice that social 
outlet because someone 
arbitrarily told you that 
you can’t have fun without 
alcohol. Make your own 
truth. If  alcohol’s not for 
you, recognize that and 
have a butt-ton of  fun any-
ways. Someday, you might 
run into someone just as 
sober as you are. Or you’ll 
get punched in the face by 
a hand holding a Natty 
Light. All in a night of  the 
sober life. 

During freshman move-
in at the end of  August, 
Washington University 
surged unexpectedly 
in the internet news 
sphere. It wasn’t due to a 
University press release 
or a professor quoted in a 
Washington Post article, 
but to a note left by Draga 
Orescanin, a housekeeper 
in the Thomas H. Eliot 
Residential College on the 
South 40, for incoming 
students. When I sat down 
to talk with Orescanin, she 
laughed, recalling the sud-
den fame. 

“I didn’t expect that,” 
she said. “For one night, it 
was too much for me.”

Orescanin has made an 
effort to get to know the 
students in her residential 
halls ever since she began 
working as a housekeeper 
at the University 19 years 
ago. She writes a note 
introducing herself  each 
year, and this fall, a photo 
of  her annual letter was 
posted on Reddit by the 
brother of  an incoming 
student. It quickly gained 
attention, rising to the top 
of  the “front page of  the 
internet,” and was subse-
quently shared extensively 
by Wash. U. students on 

social media. 
Orescanin was amused 

by the many comments 
on the initial Reddit 
post, including one that 
stated, “This is what 
makes America great.” 
Orescanin’s daughter, who 
graduated from Wash. 
U. in 2012, called her 
mother to tell her about 
the Internet fame. It was 
all so unexpected: Her goal 
in writing the letter to new 
students was simply to put 
them at ease.

“I just do it because I 
see kids like that, and they 
feel more at home,” she 
explained.

Orescanin’s care for her 
students shines through 
in more than just one 
letter, and it is definitely 
reciprocal. She showed me 
her collection of  count-
less “No.1 Housekeeper” 
awards and said that many 
students write notes back 
to her, all of  which she 
has kept over the years. 
One student she especially 
remembers helped her take 
out the trash in the dorm 
each day, but she empha-
sized her affection for all 
of  her students.

“Every one is priceless,” 
Orescanin said. “I can’t 
say one is my favor-
ite, because everyone’s 
unique.”

Orescanin said she 
worries about her resi-
dents’ mental health in 
the Wash. U. environ-
ment, in addition to going 
beyond to make them feel 
comfortable. 

“Every year, my concern 
is that kids [are] getting 
more depressed,” she 
said. “When I see those 
faces, like a mom, I feel 
so stressed out. So I try 
to make them feel more 
comfortable.” 

Something she would 
change about the 
University is to “make 
Wash. U. less stressful,” 
Draga decided. “I think 
they learn better when 
they are not under that 
pressure, and more happy.” 

Orescanin’s unique 
commitment to the 
students she works with 
has not gone unnoticed; 
several years ago, she 
was interviewed by Peter 
Magolda for his book 
“The Lives of  Campus 
Custodians: Insights into 
Corporatization and Civic 
Disengagement in the 
Academy.” In parts of  the 
book, Orescanin, identi-
fied with a pseudonym, 
discusses her experiences 
emigrating from Croatia 
(formerly Yugoslavia) in 
the 1990s and the tumultu-
ous journey that led her to 

working as a housekeeper 
at Wash. U., a job she once 
could not have imagined 
taking on.

Orescanin lights up 
with pride when talking 
about her children, both 
of  whom, she says, are 
happy in St. Louis—and 
therefore, so are her and 
her husband. She loves the 
Missouri Botanical Garden 
and plans to stay put in the 
city she’s called home for 
nearly two decades. 

“I am definitely here. 
This is my country; this is 
my town. What was there, 
we can’t bring back, so we 
continue on,” she says.

Although she never 
expected her letter to be 
read by hundreds of  thou-
sands of  internet strangers, 
Orescanin hopes, at least, 
that those who read it will 
come away with a posi-
tive impression, and her 
parting advice could be 
also be a credo to Wash. U. 
students—especially when 
they’re interacting with 
University staff  members, 
like her and her fellow 
housekeepers. 

“Life can be simple if  
you make it simple; we’re 
all the same. Be a good 
person, help each other 
and help the community 
where you live,” she said, 

In working with 19 

years’ worth of  South 40 
residents, Orescanin has 
touched thousands of  lives 
and made a lasting impact 

on our community—the 
least we students can do 
is heed her advice and live 
compassionately. 

The frats’ worst nightmare: A party girl’s guide to sobriety 
KATY HUTSON
STAFF WRITER

Housekeeper’s letter to incoming students has a message for everyone
HANUSIA HIGGINS
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR

Draga Orescanin has worked as a housekeeper in the Thomas 
H. Eliot Residential College for 19 years. Orescanin writes 
a letter to students every year to mark the new school year.
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 WAIT,
 WHAT HAPPENED?

WE’LL TELL YOU.
— STUDENT LIFE


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

