
Washington University par-
ticipated in National Alcohol 
Screening Day, an initiative that 
provides outreach, education and 
screening to raise awareness about 
harmful drinking behaviors, April 
6.

At Washington University, 
National Alcohol Screening Day 
(NASD) is facilitated by the Peer 
Health Educator program, run by 
trained students. During NASD, 
facilitators administer the Alcohol 
Use Disorders Identification Test, 
which consists of  10 questions 
used to place hazardous drinking 
levels on a scale. Typically, those 
who score an eight or higher will 
be referred to further evaluation or 
treatment.

Prior to matriculating to 
Washington University, first-year 
students are required to complete 
an online alcohol education pro-
gram called “Think About It.” 

This program discusses topics 
such as standard drink sizes for 
various alcoholic beverages, cal-
culating blood alcohol content 
levels, warning signs of  alcohol 
poisoning and seeking help in an 
emergency. Senior and Residential 
Advisor Vish Reddy believes that 
alcohol education should include 
discussions on social factors, such 
as peer pressure and Greek life, that 
may influence students’ drinking 
behavior. 

“In terms of  alcohol educa-
tion, I think that a good amount 
of  work is done by the institution, 
especially realizing that students 
often do choose to drink,” Reddy 
said. “Residents, and especially 
first-years could really benefit from 
knowing when to make the deci-
sion to drink, and what factors are 
at play.”

The drug and alcohol policy, 
outlined on the University’s web-
site, directs students to comply with 
national law regarding drugs and 
alcohol but also sets out guidelines 

for campus-specific situations, such 
as open events where alcohol is 
being served. Despite clear outlines 
on alcohol use, some students per-
ceive a gap between the University’s 
official alcohol policy and its actual 
enforcement efforts.

“If  I had to improve something, 
it would focus on the difference 
between the written policy and the 
enforcement—and how RAs are 
told to enforce the policy—because 
there is a certain cultural gap 
that I think residents realize over 
time. That’s mostly around policy 
enforcement being more lax than 
the policy,” Reddy said.

The policy also protects stu-
dents who call the University’s 
Emergency Support Team (EST) 
when a fellow student is in a dan-
gerous situation involving alcohol, 
a guideline that many students 
appreciate.

“I think that the policies in 
place make sense,” freshman Jack 
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MOTH WASH U 
Members of the 
story group Moth 
Wash U explain 
their work  
(Cadenza , pg 3)
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Upon learning that surgery 
would leave her handicapped 
for a year, physics graduate stu-
dent Siera Stoen reached out to 
Washington University adminis-
trators about accommodations, 
worried that Crow Hall, home of  
the physics department, would 
not be accessible to her. With its 
third floor physics laboratories, an 
elevator too small to hold a wheel-
chair and lack of  entrance ramps, 
Crow Hall, along with a number 
of  older buildings on the Danforth 
Campus, lacks the accessibility 
resources needed to fully accom-
modate disabled students.

Stoen discovered that—due to 
her inability to access the labora-
tories—she is unable to continue 
as a lab teaching assistant and 
will instead be assigned a grad-
ing position. Laboratory access 
poses an issue for any potential 
physics student, as required intro-
ductory courses often have a lab 
component. Without proper acces-
sibility resources, students cannot 
access the labs in Crow without 
assistance, creating a barrier to 
inclusion.

“As far as I’m concerned, I’m 
majoring in physics education, and 
at the core of  my values is diversity 
and inclusion,” Stoen said. “How 
can I say, ‘I’m committed to diver-
sity and inclusion’ when I know 
for a fact I’m excluding anybody 
in the STEM fields from getting a 
degree here at Wash. U. if  they’re 
in a wheelchair, just because they 
cannot access the lab rooms, which 
are required.”

Ability at Wash U, a student-led 
group dedicated to disability rights 
advocacy and activism, is currently 
working on a facilities and acces-
sibility campaign to assess the 

Students, 
administrat-
ion discuss 
barriers to 
accessibility 
on campus
SWETHA NAKSHATRI
STAFF REPORTER

A petition is created on medium.com to save Etta’s.As of noon on April 14 the petition has 590 signatures.

7 10 13

Another email is sent out from Colangelo 
saying that he has met with University 
administrators, Bon Appetit representa-
tives, and will meet with students in an 
attempt to find a solution.

April
An email is sent out by Bobbe Winters, Sam 
Fox School’s associate dean of finance, 
announcing that Etta’s Cafe would close 
after the end of this school year due to the 
deficit required to keep it open.

Due to negative student feedback an email 
from Carmon Colangelo, the dean of Sam 
Fox, is sent out saying that the school will 
“look into options to see how we can make 
this [situation with Etta’s] work.”

8 12

Colangelo meets with student 
leaders and discusses possible 
alternatives to closing Etta’s.

Etta’s Cafe future still in doubt
Student concern leads to petition, reconsideration of plans to close

SAM SEEKINGS
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

GRAPHIC BY JOSH ZUCKER

Following widespread student 
complaints about the closing of  
Etta’s Cafe, the eatery will likely 
remain open for the fall 2017 
semester while administration set-
tles on a permanent solution, Dean 
of  the Sam Fox School of  Design 
and Visual Arts Carmon Colangelo 
told student leaders in a meeting 
Thursday.

In an email sent Friday, April 
7, Washington University admin-
istrators announced the original 
decision to close Etta’s, which 
primarily serves students in the 
Sam Fox School, due to financial 
constraints. The decision sparked 
immediate outrage among many 
in the school, and on April 10, 
Sam Fox alumni Brandon Pogrob 
and Erin Woo launched a petition 
demanding that administrators 
“keep Etta’s open or provide a 
replacement that offers the same 
level of  service.” By April 14, the 
petition had 590 signatures.

In response to the outcry, 
Colangelo sent two follow-up 
emails, the first on April 8 and the 
second on April 12, promising to 
engage student leaders in an active 

discussion aimed at finding a solu-
tion. These plans came to fruition 
Thursday, when Colangelo and 
other administrators met with vari-
ous Sam Fox student leaders to 
discuss ways forward.

Among these student leaders was 
junior Jojo Yee, president of  the 
Architecture School Council,  who 
noted that the discussions made 
clear that the most likely option is 
for Etta’s to remain open for at least 
one more semester.  

“I can’t confirm that [Etta’s] will 
be open in the fall, but it’s probably 
95 percent sure to be open next 
semester,” she said.

Despite these plans, the long-
term future of  the cafe remains up 
in the air.

“Obviously, we hope that [Etta’s] 
could stay open past another semes-
ter, but the issue is that [the costs of  
operation] are coming out of  the 
Sam Fox School’s budget,” Yee 
said. “The Sam Fox School just 
doesn’t have enough money to sus-
tain it, so if  next semester were to 
go well, with sales increasing, then 
obviously it’s more likely that it 
would continue to stay open.”

In an attempt to potentially 
boost these sales, the cafe will con-
sider adding new food options and 

changing its hours—both changes 
being aimed toward maximizing 
profits.

Despite these talks of  com-
promise, many students both 
within the Sam Fox School 
and elsewhere—including Arts 
and Sciences sophomore Luisa 
Castaneda Cano, who signed 
Pogrob and Woo’s petition—worry 
about the potential outcome and 
hope to see Etta’s remain open.

“I signed the petition because I 
care about other Wash. U. students, 
and I want to see them succeed,” 
she said. “Sam Fox students are 
some of  hardest working people 
that I know, and it’s not fair that the 
school [might] take away their only 
available food source. By taking 
away Etta’s because it’s not ‘cost 
effective’ in the administration’s 
eyes, they prioritize monetary gains 
over the mental and physical well-
being of  their students.”

Sam Fox freshman Noah 
Trevino, who also signed the peti-
tion, noted that Etta’s may be made 
redundant by May 2019, when the 
expansion of  the East End of  cam-
pus—which includes plans for a 
new facility with dining options—is 
scheduled to be completed.

“Closing Etta’s would make 

more sense at the completion of  the 
East End developments on campus 
because they are adding a new din-
ing facility. But until then, it doesn’t 
make any sense,” he said. “Clearly, 
they are aware dining options are 
lacking on that end of  campus as 
well or else the new construction 
wouldn’t include a new dining facil-
ity—how is this a good solution for 
the time being?”

In addition to its call to action, 
the petition itself, titled “The 
Starving Artist’s Meal Plan,” fea-
tures an explanation of  why the 
pair of  alumni feel so passion-
ately that Etta’s is necessary to the 
school.

“While we acknowledge that 
the administration works hard to 
keep the school solvent, we also 
find it careless to remove the only 
reasonable source of  food for 
Sam Fox students,” the petition 
reads. “Isn’t nutrition an important 
aspect of  student programming? 
Do we want to build up our art-
ists and architects? Can we make 
student experiences a part of  deci-
sion making sooner? We are aware 
administration regrets not having 
any student input initially. But we 
ask you deans and directors, is this 
the best you can do?” SEE ADA, PAGE 11

Alcohol education initiative prompts  
further discussion of WU’s policies
OLIVIA SZYMANSKI
NEWS EDITOR

SEE ALCOHOL, PAGE 11

RUN, COLOR, RUN

Students pose for photos after participating in the Color Vibe 5k run this 
weekend. Participants of Color Vibe are blasted at various color stations as 
they complete the run and can register for the event as part of a team. 

ALL PHOTOS BY JIYOON KANG | STUDENT LIFE
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MONDAY 17

Middle East – North Africa Film Series: “Words of Witness”
Eads Hall, Room 215, 5:30 p.m.
Directed by Mai Iskander, “Words of Witness” follows the story of 22-year-old journalist 
Heba Afify. With Egypt in turmoil, Heba regularly goes to the streets to report the historical 
events shaping her country’s future. The event is sponsored by the Department of Jewish, 
Islamic and Near Eastern Languages and Cultures. 

Town Hall on Climate Challenge and Global Responsibility: “Rising Tides – Environ-
mental Justice for Developing Nations”
Seigle Hall, Room 301, 6:00 p.m.
Join Sigma Iota Rho and our Town Hall panel as we explore the obligations of developing 
nations in their mission to curb climate change as well as the actualities of achieving these 
responsibilities as these nations continue to develop socially and economically. The panel 
features Benjamin de Foy, Chair of the Dept. of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences at St. 
Louis University, and Bret Gustafson, Associate Professor of Anthropology at Washington 
University, and is sponsored by the International and Area Studies and Sigma Iota Rho. 

TUESDAY 18 

Brabson Filmmaker Lecture: “Dead Subjects Speak”
Steinberg Auditorium, 6:30 p.m.
New York-based artist Silvia Kolbowski, who works with time-based media, will deliver this 
lecture in conjunction with the course Digital Filmmaking: City Stories. This lecture is sup-
ported by the Brabson Library & Educational Foundation as part of a grant for the course 
Digital Filmmaking: City Stories.

Student Solo and Chamber Music Recital
Graham Chapel, 7:00 p.m. 
This performance is sponsored by the Department of Music. 

WEDNESDAY 19

Visiting Professor Lecture - Gines Garrido
Givens Hall, Kemper Auditorium, 12:00 p.m.
Visiting professor Gines Garrido, co-founder of the architecture office Burgos & Garrido 
Arquitectos Asociados, will deliver a lecture about his work.

Art on Campus Lecture - Tom Friedman 
Steinberg Hall Auditorium, 6:30 p.m. 
Internationally recognized artist Tom Friedman (Washington University Class of 1988) will 
discuss his practice, including his recent sculpture, Swamp Creature Friends, commissioned 
for Washington University’s Art on Campus program. 

theFLIPSIDE
EVENT CALENDAR

MON 17
CLOUDY 
69/53

TUES 18
PARTLY CLOUDY
78/62

WED 19
MOSTLY CLOUDY
84/67

POLICE BEAT
APRIL 13
Assault, Mallinckrodt Center
Altercation between co-workers of the Subway Sandwich Shop. No injuries were 
sustained.  
Disposition: Cleared 

Visions Gospel Choir returns 
after hiatus, performs 
‘Revolution’ Easter concert
CHALAUN LOMAX
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

Students perform as part of the Visions Gospel Choir’s Easter concert, called “Revolution.” 
The Visions Gospel Choir, which operates under the Student Union group Harambee Christian 
Ministries, was founded in 1977 and recently returned to campus after a brief hiatus.

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF JESSICA QIAN

DANCE, DANCE

Students perform as part of the Student Dance Showcase this weekend. The Student Dance 
Show Case is an event held every other year and features student choreography, dancing, di-
recting and design, allowing students the opportunity to work in a more professional capacity.

CLAIRE KOMYATI | STUDENT LIFE

After a years-long hia-
tus, Visions Gospel Choir 
has returned to campus 
under new leadership and 
with a new image. In the 
group’s Easter concert, titled 
“Revolution,” the student-run 
group performed for students 
and Washington University 
community members in 
Graham Chapel Sunday.

Founded in 1977, the 
choir has undergone several 
changes in its 40-year history. 
Initially, two Washington 
University undergradu-
ate students held informal 
prayer and worship nights 
in the basement of their 
residence hall. Over time, 
more students gathered and 
participated, leading to the 
formal establishment of  
the choir that same year. 
According to junior Akua 
Owusu-Dommey, direc-
tor of  Visions, the choir 
performed exclusively for 
members of Harambee 
Christian Ministries prior 
to its 2014 reestablishment. 
Harambee, a Student Union 
organization and one of the 
Washington University chap-
ters of  InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship/USA, was also 
established in 1977 by the 
same students who partici-
pated in Visions.

“We’re still fully and com-
pletely under the [Student 
Union] group Harambee 
Christian Ministries, just 
because that is our history,” 
Owusu-Dommey said. 
“They’re our brothers and 
sisters. That’s who we are.” 

Along with junior and 
Assistant Director Jae 
Williams, Owusu-Dommey 
revitalized the group at the 
beginning of the 2014-2015 
academic year. During its first 
semester back on campus, the 
choir had only six or seven 
participants and a limited 
operating budget. Since then, 
Visions has doubled in size 
and now boasts 14 singers 
and three instrumentalists. 
In addition to acquiring new 
official uniforms (maroon 
and gold stoles), the choir 
now performs its concerts in 
Graham Chapel. 

Visions strives to cre-
ate a welcoming and 
inclusive experience for 
all, while also maintaining 
the choir’s foundation in 
Christianity, according to 
Owusu-Dommey. By incor-
porating dance and spoken 
word pieces into their con-
certs, audience members can 
connect in a variety of ways 

to the performances.
“I think we’ve always tried 

to make it more than just the 
music. We also always try to 
have an audience song, just to 
keep it light and make people 
feel welcome and not neces-
sarily like, ‘Oh, if  you’re at 
this concert, you must be 
Christian,’” Williams said. 
“WE want to make sure this 
touches as many hearts as 
possible through all of  the 
forms available to us.”

The concert’s title, 
“Revolution,” conveys the 
group’s belief  of  what an 
Easter message should be: 
a revolution for all of  us on 
earth to enjoy, according to 
Owusu-Dommey.

The performance featured 
13 songs, including famous 
gospel hits such as “Agnus 
Dei” and “Your Majesty.” 
The concert was interspersed 
by monologues read by soph-
omore Chris Blake and senior 
Corban Swain. The mono-
logues, written by playwright 
Glenn A. Hascall, were 
intended to share the per-
spectives of biblical figures 
who may have been pres-
ent during the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. In addition 
to prayer and reflection led 
by Pastor Jonathan Thomas 
and Latrice Lee of Destiny 
Church, the evening was 
marked by an all-female ren-
dition of “Give Me a Clean 
Heart,” featuring a dance 
performed by tenor Vincent 
Harris. 

Junior Lauren Johnson, 
who attended the concert, 
enjoyed the performance both 
for its entertainment quality 

and emotional impact.
“I thought it [was] a very 

dynamic performance. And 
it was able to evoke a lot of  
emotion from the audience 
on different levels,” Johnson 
said. “It’s amazing to see all 
of  the talent on campus, and 
it was perfect timing in cele-
bration of Easter. I’m glad we 
were able to have a wonder-
ful worship night to celebrate 
that.”

Junior Solome Haile, who 
was also in attendance, felt 
that the performance uti-
lized a variety of techniques 
effectively in conveying its 
message.

“I really enjoyed how they 
were able to weave in mul-
tiple artistic elements with 
dance, dramatic story sharing 
and also the songs. And even 
just the instrumental music 
in the background worked 
together to create a great 
depiction of all that Easter 
is,” Haile said. 

As Owusu-Dommey and 
Williams prepare for their 
senior year, the two hope to 
strengthen the group from 
within by building an execu-
tive team for next semester. 

“We’re hoping that it stays 
as strong as it is now. The big-
gest challenge for us going 
into our senior year is telling 
people and showing them 
within themselves that they’re 
capable of keeping this choir 
great,” Williams said. “If  we 
show them, then they can 
show others and keep bring-
ing people into this space so 
that when we come back, we 
can come back to Visions as 
well.”



For the past two years, 
The Moth Wash U has given 
students of all majors and 
backgrounds the opportu-
nity to stand up in front of a 
group of their peers and tell 
a true story about them-
selves. Inspired by The Moth 
Radio Hour—the podcast 
of NYC-based, story-driven 
nonprofit, The Moth—the 
student group was founded 
by now-seniors Abby Gordon 
and Lena Crown during their 
junior year. 

As their upcoming gradu-
ation will end the opening 
chapter of The Moth Wash 
U, I sat down with Gordon 
and Crown, along with the 
third part of the directorial 
team, senior Kim Rogers, 
and the incoming artistic 
directors, sophomores 
Katy Brainerd and Isabella 
Levethan, to hear more about 
the initial drive behind the 
organization and where it will 
go from here.

It all began in August of  
Gordon and Crown’s junior 
year, when the two friends 
were grabbing lunch and 
recapping highlights from 
summer break. Crown had 
just come from a road trip 
where she had listened to The 
Moth podcast every day for 
six days straight, and Gordon 
had spent the summer listen-
ing, too, while logging footage 
as an intern at a documentary 
production company. 

“As we got to talking about 
it,” Gordon said, “I realized 
it had brought me and Lena 
together, and had done the 
same for me and my intern 
friends over the summer. At 
Wash U, there wasn’t really 
a performance opportunity 
available for non-performers, 
and Lena and I both thought, 
‘Why not bring a version of  
The Moth here?’”

With the advice 
of Gordon’s friend at 
Middlebury College, who was 
part of a similar organization 
inspired by The Moth, and 
the assistance of professor 

Kathleen Finneran in the 
writing department, Gordon 
and Crown threw The Moth 
Wash U’s first story slam 
that same semester. In keep-
ing with The Moth’s style, 
they decided that each slam 
would have a predetermined 
theme—and the first slam 
was aptly themed, “Firsts.” 
Themes for the following 
story slams were “Losing It,” 
“Obsessions,” “Out There” 
and “Mismatched”—all 
chosen for their diverse array 
of potential interpretations. 

Rogers, who was brought 
on as a co-director by Gordon 
and Crown after the first 
slam, said, “The unique thing 
about The Moth Wash U is 
that we’re really just provid-
ing a platform for people to 
talk about personal stories. 
It’s less about tackling a big 
social issue or a thesis, and 
more about giving students 
the chance to step out of their 
comfort zones and share 
something about themselves.” 

One of the most impor-
tant pieces of advice that 
the group received from the 
Middlebury College student 
was that the artistic directors 
should workshop each story 
with the performer before-
hand. This process lets the 
performer bounce around 

ideas with the directors and 
get feedback, while allowing 
the directors to identify inter-
esting threads that the story 
can follow in order to ensure 
that audience members get 
the full experience in the 10 
minutes that each story is 
allotted. 

“The bulk of the work is 
done in the workshop where 
a performer meets with us 
individually for an hour,” 
Crown said. “We flesh out the 
narrative and pick a first and 
last line for a punchy begin-
ning and solid ending. But we 
do like to keep the commit-
ment minimal, so other than 
that, each performer just has 
to attend a group meeting, 
the dress rehearsal and the 
event.”

Because there are no 
notes allowed, the stories are 
granted a life of their own 
once the performer steps up to 
the stage—and that opportu-
nity for a bit of improvisation 
adds to the fun of it. 

“It’s cool to watch the 
stories performed after 
you’ve workshopped them,” 
Rodgers said. “You can see 
moments where the perform-
ers will break and react to the 
crowd or themselves, but it’s 
still practiced despite some 
improv here and there.”

That combination of  
practice and improvisation—
the nature of a true, personal 
story—and the performance 
setting all work to “make the 
ordinary extraordinary,” as 
Gordon said. 

Next year’s artistic direc-
tors, Brainerd and Levethan, 
are filling big shoes. The 
Moth Wash U’s most recent 
story slam last Thursday had 
a packed house, with every 
seat filled and people sitting 
on the floor. But the current 
directors are sure they’re 
up for the challenge. Both 
Brainerd and Levethan partic-
ipated in a mock workshop as 
part of the interview process 
and have shadowed the direc-
tors throughout the semester, 
taking part in choosing the 
last slam’s performers. 

One change to look out 
for next year is the group’s 
name. In the fall, The Moth 
Wash U will be rebranded as 
“Unscripted,” with the sub-
title, “Inspired by The Moth 
Radio Hour.” This will allow 
the group to differentiate itself  

from The Moth nonprofit, 
which includes a larger set 
of storytelling events beyond 
that which the Wash. U. 
group has adapted.

Levethan, who’s been a 
fan of The Moth podcast 
for years, is eager to keep 
The Moth WashU’s current 

momentum going. “The 
important thing is keeping 
everyone engaged and want-
ing to come back,” she said. 
“Right now, the audience and 
applicant pool is still mostly 
people in our own circles, so 
I want to diversify that in the 
coming year.”
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...music to chill out to

“Winter” — Khalid
“Total Entertainment Forever” 

— Father John Misty

“LUST.” — Kendrick Lamar

The Moth Wash U turns ordinary stories into something extraordinary
ERICA SLOAN
THEATER EDITOR

Patrick Xie shares with the audience his trek to climb Yosem-
ite’s Half Dome. The Moth Wash U’s fifth story slam focused 
on “Mismatch” and was Thursday in the Village Blackbox.

HOLLY RAVAZZOLO | STUDENT LIFE

Now that it’s getting 
warmer out, there are two 
things that you’re going 
to want to do more and 
more: relax and keep cool. 
In that spirit, this week’s 
picks center around new, 
and relatively new, music 
that you can chill out to. 
All three of  these songs 

carry a “chill” feel with 
them through their lyrics 
and beats. 

The first and oldest of  
these songs, “Winter” 
off  of  Khalid’s album 
“American Teen,” was 
released at the beginning of  
March 2017 and takes the 
concept of  chill literally, 

this song is all about the 
cold pain of  a lost love. 
Khalid’s voice bounces 
with the beat of  the song to 
create a melody you almost 
have to move your head to. 
The song is filled with a 
flowing beat that seems to 
gently pull you through it. 
“Winter” has great synergy 
between its vocals and 
beats, and that synergy cre-
ates a listening experience 
that will get you caught up 
in the song itself.

The next track is 
“Total Entertainment 
Forever” off  of  Father 

John Misty’s new album, 
“Pure Comedy.” “Total 
Entertainment Forever,” 
and “Pure Comedy” as a 
whole, suffers from Misty’s 
new brand of  being either 
avant-garde or needlessly 
edgy, depending on your 
point of  view. That being 
said, the musicality of  the 
song remains excellent. 
Misty’s rich voice and his 
use of  instruments create 
a powerful atmosphere. 
The song rises as Misty 
seems to get more passion-
ate about his message and 
social commentary. Father 

John Misty’s excitement is 
reflected in the song as it 
reaches its climax, which 
then fades to a lament-
ing ending. The result 
is a track that feels both 
fast and slow at the same 
time and one that can be 
listened to in a variety of  
situations.

The final track is 
“LUST.” off  of  Kendrick 
Lamar’s new album, 
“DAMN.”. This song deals 
with its titular topic and 
seems to show Kendrick 
trying fight against his 
desires. The song features 

an amazing psychedelic 
beat which blends in 
with much of  the song. 
“LUST.”’s beat also lulls 
the listener as if  the listener 
was going to bed with 
Kendrick. Lamar’s own 
voice carries with the beat 
as he goes deeper into 
his inner conflict, and he 
manipulates his voice to 
reflect the emotional state 
he’s in at different points in 
the song. “LUST.” excel-
lently displays Kendrick’s 
inner turmoil through its 
sound as much as its lyrics.
—Josh Zucker, Staff  Writer



The Washington 
University baseball and 
softball teams must have 
been given the same script 
this weekend, because 
each went win-loss-win-
loss against Case Western 
Reserve University Friday 
and Saturday, with each 
respective pair of  wins and 
losses following a similar 
pattern.

BASEBALL

The No. 16 Bears 
entered the weekend on 
a roll, having won nine 
of  10, with the only loss 
coming to Webster after a 
10-day layoff. In the first 
game at Nobby’s Ballpark 
in Cleveland, Ohio, senior 
starting pitcher Brad 
Margolin kept the winning 
ways going, delivering his 

second consecutive shut-
out in a brutally efficient 
97-pitch complete game. 
He allowed only three bas-
erunners and faced just 
two hitters over the mini-
mum possible.

Margolin has been fan-
tastic over the last month, 
lowering his earned run 
average from 4.91 to 2.28 
over his last four outings. 
He’s striking out 7.71 
batters per nine innings 
and is sporting the best 
walks plus hits per innings 
pitched mark of  his career 
at a miniscule 0.80.

Friday also represented 
two major milestones for 
Margolin, who passed 
200 innings pitched for his 
career and moved to 6-0 
with his 20th career win, 
just the 10th Bear to reach 
the double decade. With 
at least three more starts 
remaining, Margolin can 
finish with the best single 
season record in Bears 

history if  he gets to 9-0.
The Red and Green 

offense stalled for most of  
the day, but took advantage 
of  Spartan miscues in the 
seventh inning to provide 
the only run Margolin 
would need. After 
senior shortstop Austin 
Darmawan reached on an 
error to lead off  the frame, 
he moved to third on a 
sacrifice and a wild pitch 
before senior left fielder 
Christian Santos singled 
him in to capitalize.

Despite the victory, one 
good thing came to an 
end Friday for the Bears: 
Senior second baseman 
Ben Browdy’s Wash. 
U.-record 38-game hitting 
streak finally snapped, 
as he went 0-for-3 on the 
afternoon. Browdy was 
still productive however, 
drawing two walks.

Wash. U.’s vic-
tory Saturday was 
built on much of  the 

same—dominant pitching. 
Sophomore starter Zack 
Kotin and senior reliever 
Jake Mintz combined to 

shut out the Spartans, 
totaling eight strikeouts 
and allowing just five bas-
erunners. Meanwhile, 
Darmawan, Browdy and 
Santos led the charge on 
offense for a 5-0 final.

Mintz, like Margolin, is 
having a senior season to 
remember. Out of  the bull-
pen, Mintz has allowed 
just nine hits in 25 innings 
for a team-leading 0.72 
ERA, only 0.03 off  the 
best single-season ERA 
in school history. He’s 
cut down on his walks 
recently, too, offering just 
three free passes over his 
past 14.1 innings.

While pitching propelled 
the Bears in the pair of  
wins, it was their down-
fall in the corresponding 
losses. In Friday’s night-
cap, sophomore starting 
pitcher John Howard 
allowed five runs in a 5-1 
loss; Saturday’s starter, 
senior Scott Nelson, 
allowed four of  his own, 
while the bullpen followed 
him up by allowing six 
runs in four innings. The 
Red and Green lineup, 
averaging over six runs 
per game this season, was 
again stifled, held to just 
one run.

Wash. U. wraps up its 
road trip with another 
four-game set at Brandeis 
University next weekend.

SOFTBALL

Like the baseball Bears, 
the softball Bears started 
their weekend with a 
Friday matinee shutout, 
though they hosted the 
Spartans. Junior starting 
pitcher Anna McKee was 
brilliant, moving to 9-3 
with a three-hit complete 
game. She did not allow an 
extra-base hit and struck 
out three while walking 
none.

Freshman Amy Walsh 
returned to the two-spot in 
the lineup after a 12-game 
absence, singling in her 
first at-bat and scoring on a 
double by senior left fielder 
Hannah Mehrle.

The Red and Green 
added some insurance in 
the bottom of  the sixth 
inning, taking advantage 
of  a Case Western error 
with a second run-scoring 
double, this time off  the 
bat of  junior third base-
man Hera Tang.

McKee was again the 
hero in Saturday’s first 
game, albeit in the bat-
ter’s box this time. McKee 
was cruising through six 
innings on the mound, 
holding a 3-1 Bears 
lead—until the top of  the 
seventh. Trying to hold 

the two-run lead, McKee 
allowed a double and sin-
gle to begin the inning. She 
was able to escape the jam, 
but not before two sacri-
fice flies by the Spartans 
evened the score.

Still, McKee was able to 
help herself  in the bottom 
of  the frame, after Walsh 
and Tang singled to set 
up runners on the corners 
with nobody out. McKee 
delivered the walk-off  
single to right field to give 
the Bears their second win 
and move her own record 
to 10-3. Like Margolin, 
McKee is enjoying a career 
year, her ERA now down 
to 1.79 through 94 innings.

The losses that fol-
lowed each victory were 
heartbreakers for the Red 
and Green, each coming 
in 10 innings. On Friday, 
the score remained stag-
nant at 2-2 until the 10th, 
when the Spartans used 
small ball to push through 
the winning run. Case 
advanced runners through 
the bases on bunts and 
singles, eventually driving 
in the go-ahead score on 
a sacrifice fly line out to 
left field.  The Bears had a 
chance to even things up in 
the bottom of  the inning, 
when they had runners on 
the corners with just one 
out, but Tang struck out 
and McKee grounded out 
to end the threat.

The series finale may 
have been even more dev-
astating, as Wash. U. had 
rallied from two deficits 
to carry a 6-5 advantage 
into the seventh. But Case 
Western tied the game 
with a thud in the sev-
enth, its number two hitter 
smacking a game-tying 
shot to start the seventh. 
The game remained 6-6 
until the 10th, when Case 
Western’s cleanup hitter 
delivered another big blow 
with a go-ahead two-run 
shot.

The Bears again rallied 
to make things interesting 
in the bottom of  the 10th. 
Tang cut the deficit in 
half  with a single, but got 
tagged out at third two bat-
ters later to end Wash. U.’s 
weekend with an unsatisfy-
ing split.

Junior Maggie Clapp 
had a strong weekend, 
with only a pair of  losses 
to show for it. She allowed 
nine runs, though just 
three were earned, over 
18.2 innings, carrying the 
Red and Green through the 
long extra-innings affairs.

The Bears, in the midst 
of  a 2-5 stretch, look to 
get back on track with the 
Wydown Showdown ver-
sus Fontbonne University 
Tuesday.
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SPORTS
Diamond duo: Baseball, softball share splits with Case Western
ROHAN GUPTA
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

GEORDAN NEINSTEIN | STUDENT LIFE

Senior Janet Taylor slides into home base before the opponent player catches the ball. The 
softball team split a four game-series against Case Western Reserve University this weekend.



When Jeremy Bush 
stepped back onto the 
court Sunday for the 
third set of  his match 
against the University 
of  Chicago’s Luke Tsai, 
everything was on the 
line for the Washington 
University men’s tennis 
team. In a heavyweight 
battle between the sixth-
ranked Bears and the No. 
5 Maroons, the previous 
eight matches had been 
split evenly, 4-4. The 
whole match, therefore, 
would hinge on how Bush 
performed in the third 
set of  his match at fourth 
singles.

“Right when Bernardo 
won his match,” Bush 
said, referring to fresh-
man Bernardo Neves’ 7-5, 
7-5 victory, “I had lost the 
second set of  mine. So, we 
all knew that it was going 
to come down to my last 
set.” 

The senior pulled 
through, and did so dra-
matically, taking the third 
set all the way to a tie-
break, which he won 8-6. 
It was bit of  a redemption 
story for Wash. U., who 
had lost a distant 7-2 to 

Chicago in the ITA Indoor 
National Championship 
semifinals.

“We kind of  got crushed 
there,” Bush said. “But 
we’ve been working very 
hard as a team, trying to 
improve on that result.”

Chicago was the Bears’ 
second challenger of  the 
weekend, after Wash. U. 
had hosted the University 
of  Wisconsin-Whitewater 
Friday evening. The 
match started with some 
nerves for the Bears, as 
the one doubles team of  
Jason Haugen and Konrad 
Kozlowski dropped their 
match, 8-4. The other 
doubles pairs, however, 
would pick up for their 
teammates and give Wash. 
U. the lead heading into 
singles play. Bush and his 
doubles partner J.J. Kroot 
won their matchup 8-3, 
while the new all-fresh-
men team of  Neves and 
Jesse Engel combined to 
similar effect, picking up 
an 8-6 win. 

Things would be 
slightly more comfortable 
for Wash. U. in singles. 
Though senior John 
Carswell lost in straight 
sets at two singles, 6-4, 
6-2, the rest of  the lineup 
managed fairly routine 

wins. At the one spot, 
Johnny Wu only dropped 
one game in two sets on 
the way to 6-1, 6-0 victory, 
while Neves also coasted 
to a 6-0, 6-2 win at three. 
Bush and Kroot won 
comprehensive straight 
set victories at four and 
six singles, respectively. 
Shaun Berman fought his 
way through a tough first 
set, winning it 7-6 with a 
10-8 win in the tiebreaker, 
only to find the second 

set much more lopsided. 
He finished his match off  
with a 6-1 victory in the 
second set. When all was 
said and done, the Bears 
had won five of  the six 
singles matchups en route 
to a 7-2 victory.

Though Whitewater 
was a strong team, 
Chicago was the marquee 
matchup of  the weekend. 
The Maroons boast two 
nationally ranked doubles 
teams and three ranked 

singles players. The two 
programs are also UAA 
powerhouses and rivals 
whose matches tend to 
have major implications 
for the conference and 
national playoffs.

“Chicago is always a 
fun match,” Bush said. 
“They’re really good every 
year, and they always have 
good freshman recruits.”

The teams were thrown 
for a bit of  a loop Sunday 
morning, as the match 

was moved from the Tao 
Tennis Center on the 
Danforth Campus to the 
Sunset Tennis Center in 
Forest Park due to fear of  
rain. 

If  the shift indoors or 
their loss less than 48 
hours before affected 
Haugen and Kozlowski, 
it did not show when 
they squared off  against 
Chicago’s Erik Kerrigan 
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Men’s tennis earns dramatic victory over No. 5 Chicago
JON LEWIS
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE

Senior Jeremy Bush hits the ball with a backhand during a match against Southwest Baptist University. Bush won his match 
this weekend in a third set tie break this weekend, leading to a Bears team win against No. 5-ranked University of Chicago.

Women’s golf wraps up season at Kathy Niepangan Spring Fling
JON LEWIS
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

SEE TENNIS, PAGE 6

The Washington 
University women’s golf  
team finished up its season 
this weekend, traveling to 
Normal, Illinois to compete 
with 22 other schools in the 
Kathy Niepangan Spring 
Fling, hosted by Illinois 
Wesleyan University. The 

Bears had a strong outing, 
finishing second overall and 
first among Division III 
teams.

The field was led by 
the Indiana Institute of  
Technology, a National 
Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics (NAIA) team, 
which finished in first with 
a cumulative score of  609, 
putting them at 33 over par. 

Wash. U. was not far behind, 
tallying a total score of  623. 

The individual leader 
for the Bears was freshman 
Angelica Harris. Harris 
placed fourth overall, shoot-
ing a seven-over-par score of  
151 across the two rounds 
and earning all-tournament 
honors in the process. Junior 
Erin Drolet also was an all-
tournament selection; her 

overall score of  154 was good 
for ninth place. 

The trip to Illinois marks 
the last outing for the Bears 
this regular season, wrap-
ping up a run of  invitational 
tournaments in the spring. 
Prior to that, Wash. U. 
had secured second place 
in their conference, finish-
ing runner-up to New York 
University at the University 

Athletic Association (UAA) 
Championship in Sorrento, 
Florida on March 12. At 
that tournament, freshman 
Samantha Haubenstock 
earned the conference’s 
Freshman of  the Year award, 
after matching the champion-
ship’s third-best score. 

With their regularly sched-
uled slate of  competitions 
completed, the Bears now 

will wait for May 1, when 
the NCAA will announce 
the field for the national 
championship. If  Wash. 
U., currently the top-ranked 
team in the central region, 
is selected, they will travel 
down to Houston, Texas, 
to play the best teams in the 
country at the Bay Oaks 
Country Club from May 9 
to 11.



Women’s tennis splits pair of matches against Whitewater, Chicago
JON LEWIS
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

TENNIS from page 5 

and Ninan Kumar, the 
fifteenth-ranked pair in the 
nation. It was a nail-biter, 
going all the way to a tie-
break, where Haugen and 
Kozlowski just edged their 
opponents, 10-8, earning 
a 9-8 victory in the match. 
Bush pointed at that narrow 
victory as a key to the match, 
especially because Wash. U.’s 
other doubles pairs had lost.

“Jason and Konrad came 
up really clutch,” he said. “If  

they had lost that, then we 
would have been down 3-0 
after singles and that’s always 
very difficult to come back 
from.”

Because of that victory, the 
Bears were only facing a 2-1 
deficit heading into singles 
play.

The singles matches 
proved to be just as evenly 
split as the doubles. Johnny 
Wu won his matchup at one 
singles in three sets, downing 

No. 22 Nicolas Chua 6-0, 
1-6, 6-4. Carswell dropped his 
matchup 6-2, 6-2, and though 
freshman Robin Engel man-
aged to push No. 14 Peter 
Leung to three sets, he ulti-
mately fell 6-0, 4-6, 6-2. Wins 
from Neves and Kroot drew 
the scores level at 4-4, and set 
up Bush for a dramatic finale.

“I was trying to zone 
everything out,” Bush said 
of  his mindset when he came 
out for the decisive set. “I was 

trying to focus on my match 
and not think about the score, 
and try to play each point 
separately.”

Bush also credited his 
teammates and his coaches 
for their support in his win.

“I had great support from 
my teammates on the side-
lines, and that gave me some 
energy in a long match,” he 
said. 

Bush’s win sealed a 5-4 vic-
tory in the Bears’ last match 

before flying down to Florida 
next weekend for the UAA 
championships.

“This match gave us 
some confidence going into 
UAAs,” Bush said, though he 
also maintained that the team 
needs to stay focused and not 
take anything for granted, 
especially because they 
will in all likelihood meet 
Chicago again in less than 
a week. Emory will almost 
certainly be the top seed in 

the bracket, meaning if  both 
Wash. U. and Chicago make 
the semifinals they will face 
off  again. 

Bush cited a favorite say-
ing of one of his junior 
tennis coaches to describe 
the attitude he wants from his 
teammates.

“Be proud, not satisfied. 
Each match you play is sepa-
rate,” he said. “We have to be 
focused. We can’t be satisfied 
that we beat [Chicago].”
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It was a tale of  two 
matches this weekend for 
the Washington University 
women’s tennis team. The 
No. 10 Bears coasted to a 
lopsided 8-1 victory of  the 
University of  Wisconsin-
Whitewater Friday, then 
found themselves on the 
other side of  the same 
scoreline Sunday afternoon 
against the University of  
Chicago. 

In a weekend that was 
significantly impacted by 
the weather, Wash. U.’s first 
match was no exception, as 
the Bears and the Warhawks 
had to move into the Sunset 
Tennis Center to avoid the 
rain. Wash. U., as the No. 
10 team in the nation, was 
favored against the No. 22 
Warhawks, but head coach 
Kelly Stahlhuth said her 
team still had to be wary.

“Whitewater would have 
liked to have the upset,” 
she said. “It was a tough 

match.”
Things started slowly for 

the Bears in doubles, as Lisa 
Chionis and Grace Deering 
dropped their match 8-1, 
and Rebecca Ho and Kaylan 
Griffin struggled to pull 
ahead.

“In doubles, we had to get 
it going,” Stahlhuth said.

Eventually, Wash. U. 
did just that, with Ho and 
Griffin securing a 9-7 vic-
tory, and Sanjna Tripathy 
and Mindy Borovsky grab-
bing a comfortable 8-2 win.

“We battled back in dou-
bles, and we kept it going 
through singles.” Stahlhuth 
said.

The momentum from the 
two doubles wins seemed to 
carry over to the next phase 
of  the match, as Wash. U. 
swept singles play. Ho, ever 
reliable for the Bears, picked 
up a straight-set victory 
against Megan Humphreys, 
the No. 5 player in the 
nation. The win was a mile-
stone for Ho, who surpassed 
the century mark in singles 

wins, and edged ever closer 
to the program’s all-time 
wins record. Her two wins 
Friday put her just six shy 
of  Debbie Michelson’s mark 
of  183. 

As for the rest of  the 
singles matches, Deering 
and Tripathy both found 
themselves in battles, with 
Deering edging out an epic 
three-set victory 7-6 (7-5), 
6-7 (5-7), 1-0 (11-9), and 
Tripathy coming back from 
a set down to win 4-6, 6-1, 
6-4. The other Bears won 
straight set victories. Brigitte 
Hodge won her matchup 
6-3, 7-5, Griffith won 6-2, 
6-1 and Kate Lee needed a 
second-set tiebreak to finish 
off  her 6-0, 7-6 (7-5) victory. 
The comprehensive perfor-
mance in singles capped off  
an 8-1 victory.

Sunday, however, was 
a mirror image of  the win 
against Whitewater. Once 
again, weather and other 
forces beyond the team’s 
control made for a chaotic 
prelude to the match.

“Things were up in the 
air, and we ended up going 
outside.” Stahlhuth said.

With rain forecasted, the 
women’s team was origi-
nally going to play their 
match indoors after the 
completion of  the men’s 
match, along with Chicago. 
The men’s match, however, 
proved to be a marathon, 
and the teams improvised, 
moving back to the Tao 
Tennis Center so the wom-
en’s match could start on 
time. 

After losing 5-2 to the 
Maroons at the ITA Indoor 
Championships in early 
March, and then coming 
closer but ultimately short 
5-4 in a rematch earlier 
this month, Wash. U. was 
hoping it would be a case 
of  third time’s the charm 
on Sunday. This, however, 
would not be the case.

If  the Bears struggled in 
doubles against Whitewater, 
they had an even tougher 
time against Chicago. All 
three Wash. U. doubles pairs 

lost, with Ho and Griffith 
and Deering and Chionis 
both coming the closest at 
8-5.

The lone bright spot for 
the Bears would be the con-
tinued dominance by Ho in 
singles play. For the twenty-
fifth time this season, Ho 
won her matchup at number 
one singles, this one a 6-3, 
6-4 victory against No. 20 
Ariana Iranpour. 

Ho’s victory would be the 
only one for Wash. U. that 
afternoon, as they would 
lose the other five singles 
matches. Deering, Griffith, 
and Tripathy would all 
push their opponents to the 
limit, losing narrow three 
set matches, but in the end 
the Bears could not find the 
wins they needed, and the 
match ended 8-1 in favor of  
the visitors.

“I think they figured it 
out a little more tonight,” 
Stahlhuth said of  the dif-
ference between Sunday’s 
match and the last two 
matches against Chicago. 

“The last two times 
we played them, it was 
inside, and this match was 
outside.”

She added that her team 
was at the end of  a packed 
slate, after playing three 
matches against ranked 
teams last weekend.

“It’s hard to have a couple 
of  back-to-back weekends 
against tough teams,” she 
said.

Regardless of  the rea-
sons for the loss, the Bears 
will have to rebound 
fairly quickly. They host 
Principia Tuesday evening, 
before boarding the plane 
for Altamonte Springs, 
FL, to play in the UAA 
Championships. Stahlhuth 
said her Bears will take 
what time they have to try 
to understand what went 
wrong against Chicago and 
turn it into something posi-
tive in Florida.

“We have a lot of  reflec-
tion still to go,” she said. 
“Hopefully, we get it figured 
by next week in Altamonte.”
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PHOTO
Happy Holi-days

WashU Ashoka hosted “Holi 2017: Humans of Holi” April 14 on the Swamp, celebrating 
Holi, the festival of color, good over evil, the coming of spring, happiness and friendship. 

ALL PHOTOS BY JIYOON KANG | STUDENT LIFE



Sydney Robinson looks a little 
frazzled but still put together. 
She apologizes for being late—
her new duties as Student Union 
president have kept her busy, 
after all.  If  she’s stressed, she 
doesn’t show it. She’s dressed up 
in a nice suit, but she’s far from 
stiff—her slight Southern twang 
able to make anyone comfort-
able in an instant. 

She steps inside her office, 
which she’s only just started to 
personalize (“Everybody asked 
that at first, ‘Have you custom-
ized the office?’ And it’s like, 
when? I could go sleep, or I 
could decorate. I’m going to 
sleep.”). Two monitors sit on the 
desk, flanked by files, cabinets 
and remnants of  work she was 
just completing. A tower of  
boxes left by outgoing Vice 
President of  Administration 
and senior Cary Cheng blocks 
one cabinet. A bust of  President 
Abraham Lincoln—a gift from 
former SU president, senior 
and campus celebrity Kenneth 
Sng—sits on a circular table next 
to her desk. The biggest change 
to the office seems to be the 
addition of  Sng’s own picture 
on Robinson’s bulletin board, 
joining the faces of  former 
presidents Emma Tyler and 
Jordan Finkelstein. On her desk 
lay Robinson’s “I <3 SU” and 
“51st” SU mugs.  

She’d go on to talk about how 
she joined Student Union back 
as a freshman, the advice she’d 
received from Sng and her fond-
est SU memories. She loves her 
classes, she plays softball, and 
she’s switching into the business 
school. When she talks about 
SU, she’s regal, serious. When 
she talks about schoolwork, 
she’s optimistic, idealistic. The 
first sophomore to assume the 
presidency since 2003, she rec-
ognizes the responsibility of  the 
position she’s taking on. When 
it comes to her plans, she doesn’t 
joke as much, but she wants to 
have fun doing it.  

SHE’S EXCITED 
AND TALKS WITH 
PASSION AND DRIVE, 
BUT MEASURED, 
CHOOSING 
EVERY WORD 
CAREFULLY, BUT NOT 
CALCULATEDLY. 

It’s the beginning of  first 
semester and the day of  the Fall 
Activities Fair. Members of  SU, 
including then-president Sng, 
had helped set up, run and take 
down the event being coordi-
nated by the activities committee 
chair of  Treasury.  Given the 
hard day’s work, Sng decided to 
give himself  the rest of  the day 
off  and go home early, instead 
of  spending multiple hours in 
the SU office as he usually did. 

“Imagine this picture: the 
sun setting in the background, 
Mudd Field filled with litter and 
one person just standing right 
there, walking along and picking 
up litter,” Sng remembers as he 
left.

 

“THAT WAS SYDNEY.”

That’s the story Sng chooses 
to tell told to the crowd of  
administrators, students and 
members of  SU at the 51st exec’s 
inauguration in late March. It’s 
of  Robinson, then a Treasury 
representative in her first semes-
ter as activities committee chair, 
continuing to circle the perimeter 
of  Mudd Field alone, picking up 
leftover trash even after everyone 
had left for the day. 

“That left a really deep 

impression on me,” Sng said. 
“Not only because that imagery 
was really powerful, but also that 
it’s these little things that show 
people the extent of  your dedica-
tion…it’s more than dedication, 
it’s the values that she espouses, 
which makes me really glad that 
she’s the SU president.”

Remembering the anecdote, 
Robinson starts to laugh and 
blush to the tune of  a repeated 
“oh my goodness,” clearly 
touched, but slightly sheepish. 
The first time she’d heard this 
story was actually alongsidr 
everyone else at inauguration. 

“I think it’s so funny how 
he tells it,” she says. “It’s so 
Kenneth, but it was so sweet. I 
remember [doing] that.”

Robinson’s ascent to the 
SU presidency, however, 
started before she ever sat in a 
Washington University class-
room through her participation 
in the Student Union pre-
orientation program. There she 
met members of  the 49th exec, 
along with different Senate and 
Treasury representatives.

Following the pre-orientation 
program, she set her sights on 
joining Senate. As chance had 
it, no Arts & Sciences seats were 
open. Instead, she applied for 
a Treasury seat. Robinson was 
appointed to a seat of  the then-
male-dominated Treasury during 
the fall of  her freshman year, 
becoming the only freshman 
representative. 

“It took me a little while to get 
into it,” she says of  one of  her 
first memories of  Student Union. 
Now, she says, more people are 
appointed at a time. But, when 
she was appointed, it was with 
only one other person, a sopho-
more. Everyone else around her 
was a Treasury veteran. 

“We had a lot of  those 
incredible people with strong 
voices—like Lemoine [Joseph] 
and Luke Summerlin and 
[James] Harvey, so coming 
into that as a freshman it was 
definitely like, ‘Oh man, this is 
serious’,” she says. 

“IT WAS NICE TO 
BE ABLE TO HAVE 
THOSE PEOPLE 
TO LOOK UP TO 
WHEN YOU’RE 
JOINING, BUT IT 
WAS DEFINITELY 
INTIMIDATING AT 
FIRST, BUT IT WAS 
SO FUN.”

Sng, then serving as the 
49th exec’s vice president of  
finance, remembers it differ-
ently. Oftentimes, he said, 
there’s a steep learning curve 
for Treasury representatives to 
overcome before they become 
comfortable speaking out. Sng 
would know—he spent time as 
a Treasury representative and 
Speaker of  the Treasury—and 
said representatives are forced to 
learn the groove of  the legisla-
tive body quickly.

“It usually takes about a 
semester before Treasury rep-
resentatives feel comfortable 
to speak out with regards to 
issues,” he said. “But Sydney 
overcame the steep learning 
curve really quickly. She was 
thrown into leadership positions 
pretty early on…and she’s done 
an amazing job with the two 
activities fairs.”

She was soon elected to activi-
ties committee chair for her 
sophomore fall, and reelected 
for the spring in a slate of  
Treasury leadership that would 
be all-female. As chair, she 
institutionalized and formalized 
the process that student groups 

go through to be recognized or 
granted a category change. She 
wrote manuals on certain proce-
dures and ran multiple activities 
fairs. She continued serving the 
position until she took over as 
the 50th exec’s chief  of  staff  this 
past February. From there, she 
made the jump to president—
a position she’s prepared for, 
despite being a sophomore. 

“HER BIGGEST 
STRENGTH IS THAT 
SHE’S ABLE TO 
GET THINGS DONE. 
SHE’S ABLE TO 
GET PEOPLE TO DO 
THINGS WITH LITTLE 
DIFFICULTY,” SNG 
SAID. 

“Sydney has always had a way 
to make things happen without 
hurting feelings or without hurt-
ing relationships…It’s partly 
because she’s so dedicated. She’s 
humble; she’s always so cheer-
ful. It makes it a joy to work 
around her.”

But the question Robinson 
struggles to answer most has 
nothing to do with Student 
Union. Instead, it’s about what 
book she would take to a desert 
island.

“I love reading,” she says. 
“It’s so weird because reading 
for school is just so different 
than when I read other stuff; so, 
if  I ever get time to read, I love 
it. It’s kind of  the way I step 
back from things.”

Robinson recounts how her 
rooms at home and school are 
filled with books—she’s always 
playing a game of  where to put 
the next bookshelf. 

“WHENEVER 
SOMEONE ASKS 
ME THAT, I JUST, I 
CAN’T—I CAN’T DO 
IT,” SHE SAYS, STILL 
STRUGGLING WITH 
THE QUESTION. 

 “All of  my roommates make 
fun of  me for how many books 
I have in my room.” They’ve 
even been known to play tricks 
on her by stacking her books on 
a window above her bed and out 
of  reach. 

Robinson splits her books 
into different categories. In one 
category, there’s books about 
people—how they work together, 
relationships, teamwork, leader-
ship. That’s where books by 
her favorite authors, like Pat 
Lencioni and Henry Cloud, fit 
in. In another category are what 
she calls “stories” (the book she 
would eventually choose to take 
to the desert island, “The Count 

of  Monte Cristo,” fits there). The 
third category is what she calls 
her “nerdy” books.

“I love reading books about 
Presidents,” she says. “I love 
it—I don’t know why. I’ve 
always loved it.”

She reads about Thomas 
Jefferson and Lincoln most 
(ironic that Sng left that bust) 
and recently has been reading a 
lot about Barack Obama (“his is 
interesting because it’s so differ-
ent from anybody else’s”). But, 
even more than reading about 
Presidents, she likes reading 
about perspectives of  people 
who worked with Presidents. 
She’s read books from the 
perspective of  first ladies, wait-
ers and members of  the Secret 
Service.

“I would never say no to read-
ing about a President,” she says. 

At Washington University, 
Robinson is studying political 
science and Leadership and 
Strategic Management, with a 
minor in Swahili. Her interests 
in the first two are easy to pick 
up, if  only through her love of  
reading. But Swahili is no fluke 
either. 

Ever since early high school, 
Robinson has been volunteer-
ing in Kenya for a group called 
CARE for AIDS. The group sets 
up centers in Africa (it started in 
Kenya and is currently expand-
ing into Tanzania) to help and 
educate people impacted by 
AIDS.

“I picked up a good amount 
while I was over there,” she says. 
“When I came to Wash. U., I 
wanted to actually study it and 
learn it from how it’s supposed 
to be learned.”

Robinson’s humility and pas-
sion—what Sng admired when 
talking about her and a senti-
ment echoed by many others 
she works with—come through 
as she talks about her work in 
Africa. She plans to return in 
January for her next trip (she 
goes about twice a year) and 
aches when she’s away. Just like 
when she talked about books, 
she’s more relaxed when talking 
about her passion for her vol-
unteer work than when talking 
about her newfound presidential 
responsibilities. 

“WE COULD BE HERE 
FOR NINE HOURS,” 
SHE LAUGHS, AS SHE 
ELABORATES ON HER 
WORK WITH THE 
ORGANIZATION. 

 “It’s probably one of  my 
favorite things that I do. We get 
to work with a lot of  people that 
society literally has turned their 
back on, and we kind of  get to 
come in and show them that 
they’re loved and valuable, and I 

can’t think of  much that’s better 
than that.”

Robinson steps out of  her 
office at the end of  the interview 
to find Vice President of  Finance 
Iliana Ragnone shooting her 
a confused look. Ragnone, a 
former speaker of  the Treasury 
who’s sat on Treasury through 
all of  Robinson’s time there, 
might be the perfect person to 
write her very own memoir 
of  Robinson’s tenure as SU 
president one day. The two have 
been seemingly inseparable 
since Robinson joined SU—
continually serving together 
as leadership on Treasury and 
now on exec. A Ragnone quote 
tacked to Robinson’s bulletin 
board adds another custom 
stylization to the office (“The 
ship would sink without me!” 
for curious minds).

Ragnone calls Robinson over 
to take today’s photo—a daily 
“Photo Booth” picture featuring 
members of  SU, taken each day 
at the VP Finance’s computer. 
Past photos feature former VP 
Finance and senior Vikram 
Biswas prominently, but more 
recently, none seem to be with-
out Robinson and Ragnone.

In her first few weeks as 
president, Robinson has already 
had to confront a number of  
challenges, responsibilities 
and duties: the recent news of  
SU’s office move, the multiple 
University committees she sits 
on, the more than 7,000 students 
she represents and leads.

“[KEEP] YOUR EYE 
ON THE OBJECTIVE” 
IS SNG’S ADVICE TO 
ROBINSON THOUGH 
ALL THAT. 

“Keeping the ship afloat takes 
so much effort that it makes 
it difficult to push the ship 
forward. My advice to Sydney 
would be to take care of  your 
daily responsibilities, take care 
of  fires that come up, but never 
lose sight of  what’s important to 
the student body.”

Ragnone’s quote in 
Robinson’s office makes it clear, 
even if  jokingly, that the ship is 
staying afloat—and Robinson 
has Ragnone, and the rest of  
exec, to help her keep moving 
forward. If  a one-hour interview 
with the new SU president is 
any indication, she’s moving in 
the right direction. 

“I would feel like I succeeded 
as president if  I can look back 
and people have a view of  SU 
that’s one of  we have a body 
that’s here to help them and 
serve them,” she says.  “The 
people in this body really do 
everything they can and want to 
do everything they can to give 
students the best access to our 
resources and support.”

SCENE
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MEET THE PRESIDENT 
A tale of books, Swahili and Photo Booth

NOA YADIDI
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR

JIYOON KANG | STUDENT LIFE

Sophomore Sydney Robinson, the SU president, speaks at the March 28 inauguration. Robinson serves as the 
body’s 51st president after serving as a Treasury representative, Activities Committee Chair and chief of staff.
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Class recommendations

LIZ MURPHY
VICE PRESIDENT, WU 
STUDENTS FOR LIFE

In response to ‘Conversion in Bear’s Den’

JONATHAN KATZ
PROFESSOR OF PHYSICS

In response to April 
13 article

OP-ED SUBMISSIONOP-ED SUBMISSION

W
ith registra-
tion coming 
up this week, 
the Student 

Life editorial board offers recom-
mendations for classes you should 
(or shouldn’t take) this fall. 
Looking to find something fun? 
Trying to finish up a distribution 
requirement? Love geology? We 
did the work so you don’t have to. 

Mindfulness in 
Psychology and 
Eastern Philosophies: 
Sophomore Seminar

I’ve made it my mission 
to take as many classes with 
field trips as possible, mostly 
because all of my classes seem 
to be in poorly lit basements 
with those annoying desks that 
are attached to the tables. This 
class had some of the best field 
trips of all. We did meditation 
in this church located just on 
the Delmar Loop, we woke up 
early on a Sunday (I swear, it 
was worth it) to go to the Mid-
America Buddhist Association 
in August, Mo. and we went 
to our professor’s house during 
reading week for a year-end 
celebration. Most important 
of all, the class fulfilled that 
pesky Language and Cultural 
Diversity requirement. 

—Ella Chochrek, 
Editor-in-Chief

Writing and the Law  
Do you like to discuss the 

increasing politicization of our 
legal system? Do you want to 
read dry court decisions? If  
you said yes to either of these 
questions, then Writing and 
the Law is for you. As you 
could probably guess, this class 
is all about teaching you how 
to dissect complicated legal 
syntax and present it for dif-
ferent audiences. The soapbox 
awaits as you get the oppor-
tunity to write impassioned 
arguments for or against court 
decisions that no one but your 
professor will read. It’s the 
academic equivalent of yelling 
into your pillow. 

—Aaron Brezel, Managing 
Editor

Creative Non Fiction
Do you keep a journal? 

Is your journal writing just 
so great that you need a way 
to show other people your 
journal writing without it 
being weird? Do you like to 
read other people’s journals? 
If so, you should take CNF. 
For writers looking to explore 
themselves or make sense 
of the world around them, 
this is the perfect class. If you 
didn’t say yes to any of those 
questions, you should still take 
CNF because the teachers 

are dope, and the reading is 
interesting and relevant. And 
anyway, learning to write 
well about real things is what 
people in the business school 
call a “marketable skill.” 

—Noa Yadidi, Managing 
Editor

Introduction to Digital 
Humanities: Cultural 
Analysis

As an indecisive but 
decidedly non-humanities 
major, I came into this school 
year looking for a Writing 
Intensive that would keep 
me awake. With Digital 
Humanities, I found the 
perfect fit! Cross-listed in the 
American Culture Studies, 
Comparative Literature and 
English Literature depart-
ments, this class delves into 
the complicated relationship 
between the STEM world and 
the humanities. And don’t let 
the words “Writing Intensive” 
scare you off; there were only 
two individual papers and one 
group paper. When I took it, 
there were only nine people 
in the class, which made a 
cozy environment to discuss 
weekly readings, which 
usually just turned into discus-
sions about all forms of media 
and big data. One week, 
we even had a “video game 

class,” where we explored the 
emerging field of video game 
analysis. 

—Aidan Strassmann, 
Managing Editor

Modern Humor 
Writing 

Going to be upfront here: I 
have not taken this class and 
cannot take this class. But I 
want to be able to live vicari-
ously through my friends, so 
I want everyone else to take 
this and then teach me how to 
write humor. Imagine yourself  
as Aziz Ansari (ignore that 
“Master of None” is more 
cringe-y than funny) or as Tina 
Fey (back in the “Saturday 
Night Live” glory days). Write 
that memoir you’ve always 
wanted to but never had the 
time for—just tell me all about 
it because I will be fulfilling 
my Natural Math and Science 
requirement instead. 

—Wesley Jenkins, Senior 
Cadenza Editor

Computer Science I
I’ll be honest, coding can 

seem scary before you actually 
get into it. I dreaded taking this 
class, but now I’m planning 
for more computer science 
courses. Once you start, it’s 
just like learning any other 
language—break it down into 

bits and pieces, and you’ll get 
it pretty quickly. The class is 
well-taught, and you’ll learn to 
solve problems in new ways, 
even if you don’t continue 
further with the subject. At 
best, you’ll learn a useful skill 
and have fun with the projects. 
At worst, you don’t have to go 
to class Tuesdays! 

—Rohan Gupta, Senior Sports 
Editor

Geology of National 
Parks 

Listen: I’m not very good 
at science. I’m not even very 
interested in science. So, it 
takes a lot for me to sit here 
and recommend a science 
class. Geology of National 
parks is the rare exception. 
You will actually learn some 
geologic concepts—conti-
nental drift, the formation of  
mountains—but you get to do 
so in a fun way, through the 
lens of national parks. There’s 
an entire week dedicated 
to pictures of the various 
geologic wonders of Hawaii. 
The only real risk of the class 
is that you might accidentally 
spend lectures planning out 
very expensive road trips to see 
the parks in the slides. If you 
needed any more convincing, 
sometimes the class slides are 
accompanied by classic rock 

songs that fit in thematically 
with the parks being discussed, 
and that’s pretty cool. 

—Jon Lewis, Senior Sports 
Editor

Introduction to 
Linguistics

I know you enjoy reading. 
How do I know this? You 
are currently glancing over 
a freshman’s recommenda-
tion on what course to take. 
You can’t be reading this for 
genuine advice. Since you 
like to read, are you curi-
ous about how you’re able 
to understand what this 
says? What about why “You 
can understand this” while 
“Sentence a this correct is” is 
gibberish? You can find the 
answers to these questions and 
any other queries regarding 
language in Introduction to 
Linguistics. Since language 
permeates nearly every facet 
of the human experience, a 
background in linguistics pro-
vides insights into nearly every 
other field of study. Want 
proof? Check out how many 
“-ology” sub-fields linguistics 
has: phonology, morphology, 
etymology, phraseology and 
more. Plus, you’ll learn how to 
read wәt ðıs sεz! 

—Jeremy Goldstein, Copy 
Chief

O
ne of the things 
one learns in 
all fields of  
scholarship, and 

is taught in high school, is that 
when citing the work of others, 
one must supply enough detail 
for the reader to find the source 
(so that he may evaluate it criti-
cally). “Studies have shown” 
without bibliographic details 
has no weight as evidence; Jen 
McLish does this twice in her 
article. 
A study has shown that 
the majority of published 
studies in psychology are not 
reproducible, and hence their 
results are not reliable. Similar 
results have been found in the 
“harder” science of clinical 
biomedicine. Even if McLish 
had cited actual, published, 
peer-reviewed papers, we 
should be skeptical. 
In some fields of science, 
planned experiments are 
impossible. But unplanned 
“natural experiments” may 
be informative. One such 
experiment was the change, a 
few decades ago, in expecta-
tions of women’s careers. In 
medicine and law (fields that, 
unlike physics, were notorious 
for hostility to women) the 
fraction of female professional 
students rapidly rose to about 
50 percent. In the physical 
sciences, mathematics and 

engineering, the percentage 
stayed stubbornly in the 10-20 
percent range despite deliberate 
efforts to increase it. No one 
has been able to explain this as 
the result of prejudice or hostil-
ity, so it is plausible to consider 
that there may be some other 
explanation. There is no basis 
for rejecting the hypothesis that 
men’s and women’s minds, as 
well as their personalities, are 
intrinsically different. 
Serious students don’t care if  
their instructors look different 
from themselves. They are 
almost always older (are we 
concerned that there aren’t 
many 18-year-old professors?). 
Serious students do not feel 
“anxiety and isolation” if  
“everyone except you, includ-
ing the professor, looks the 
same”; they regard this as a 
stimulating challenge to prove 
themselves. 
There are no such things as 
“male physics” vs. “female 
physics”, “Aryan physics” vs. 
“Jewish physics” or “white 
physics” vs. “black physics”. 
There is only physics. This is 
true of every field of knowl-
edge. 
Once we realize that different 
results are not necessarily the 
result of invidious discrimina-
tion, we will recognize that 
“diversity” is only a euphe-
mism for discrimination and 
an excuse for patronage. In the 
U.S. legal system, individuals 
have rights; groups do not.

I
n a recently pub-
lished op-ed, Grace 
Kavinsky accused 
WU Students for Life 

and the Abortion Dialogue 
Academyof lacking empathy 
toward rape survivors and 
denying the humanity of  
women. Although her inten-
tions are surely well-meaning, 
as a woman, I am hurt by her 
overreaching and inaccurate 
claims, and I would like to 
refute these unfair allegations. 

In Kavinsky’s article, she 
says, “It is our burden to look 
closely at our world and inves-
tigate the forces that shape 
who we see as human—whose 
rights move our consciences 
and rouse us to action and 
whose don’t.” This incredible 
statement is actually what 
WU Students for Life seeks to 
accomplish. We have exam-
ined our worldviews and come 
to the conclusion that unborn 
humans deserve to be pro-
tected. We have not ignored 
the difficult circumstances that 
many women find themselves 
in; we recognize that tragic cir-
cumstances such as rape must 
be dealt with carefully. Yet by 
having a pro-life opinion, we 
are not unempathetic toward 
women but instead empathetic 
towards both women AND 
unborn humans. 

Our club recognizes that 
our pro-life opinion is a dif-
ficult one for many to accept. 

Opposing abortion, even in 
the terrible situation of rape, 
is certainly controversial and 
upsetting to many. The dif-
ficult moral topic puts us in 
the uncomfortable position 
of reconciling the autonomy 
of sexual assault survivors 
with the autonomy of unborn 
humans. However, in the inter-
est of examining this issue, 
we believe that it is counter-
productive to cite the horror 
of rape as a reason to nullify 
discussion about unborn 
humans. I think the author 
would certainly be offended if  
we stated a pro-life equivalent 
and cited the value of the fetus 
as a reason to nullify argu-
ments about a woman’s bodily 
autonomy. Clearly, this would 
unreasonably ignore legitimate 
arguments and stifle produc-
tive discourse. 

We recognize that abortion 
is an incredibly complicated 
topic, and therefore, our soci-
ety needs to ask, discuss and 
answer the nuanced questions 
about abortion without fear of  
unjust accusations of bigotry. 
When does life begin? Do 
fetuses deserve legal rights? Do 
the bodily rights of a woman 
override a fetus’s “right to life”? 
These and other questions 
must be answered to get to 
the bottom of this discussion. 
However, we cannot make 
any progress if that discussion 
never happens. 

One of Kavinsky’s central 
claims is that our use of  
thought experiments in discus-
sion is a “detached calculus” 

that fails to look at women 
as people. In reality, thought 
experiments are the basis for 
many intellectual conversa-
tions, as any philosophy 
student can attest. In her 
article, Kavinsky says, “I 
won’t descend into the realm 
of thought experiments and 
fetal diagrams in which the 
ADA resides.” While I assume 
that Kavinsky’s activism is 
motivated by good intentions, 
this is an eloquent way of say-
ing, “I will not even consider 
your arguments.” Washington 
University is an intellectual 
institution, and we disagree 
with the assertion that thought 
experiments and objective 
scientific diagrams are a 
“descent” into a “detached 
calculus.” 

The concept of common 
ground is the basis of ADA 
and WU Students for Life. 
We firmly believe that people 
on the pro-choice and pro-life 
sides hold much more com-
mon ground than society leads 
us to believe. While we may 
come to different conclusions 
regarding abortion, there are 
many things on which we all 
agree, like aiding impoverished 
women, fighting societal 
judgment of pregnant teens 
and, of course, denouncing the 
atrocity that is rape. Kavinsky 
is absolutely right that our 
society has a long way to go 
in respecting women. Any 
conversation about abortion 
absolutely needs to look at 
a woman as someone who 
could face discrimination, 

violence and mental illness as 
a result of a pregnancy. Being 
pro-life means respecting ALL 
lives—including that of the 
mother.

Our mission is not to 
absurdly label pro-choicers 
as baby-hating monsters 
or to shame women who 
have found themselves in 
heartbreaking situations of  
unwanted pregnancies—espe-
cially those who have chosen 
to have abortions. Our mission 
is to recognize and address the 
incredibly valid concerns of  
pro-choice people while also 
making our case for the rights 
of unborn humans. I under-
stand that abortion is a deeply 
personal issue, and I say that as 
someone who comes from a 
family impacted by abortion. 

Our club might be wrong 
about abortion. If that’s the 
case, then we want to know. 
However, we can only know 
the truth by having these con-
versations and being proven 
wrong by logic and evidence. 
This is why we will continue to 
sit in Bear’s Den, eager to talk. 
We feel genuinely happy after 
productive conversations—not 
out of pride for our stance on 
the topic but because we built 
a genuine connection with 
someone we disagreed with. 
Although Kavinsky disagrees 
with our stance on abortion, 
we simply request that she give 
us benefit of the doubt and 
assume that we come from a 
place of love and good inten-
tions, as we believe is the case 
with those who are pro-choice. 
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WU-student led science olympiad team qualifies for first nationals

The coaches of the Wydown Middle School science olympiad team pose with the team’s mem-
bers. The team, which was initially introduced four years ago due to Washington University 
student interest, will be attending its first national competition May 20 in Dayton, Ohio. 

COURTESY OF  THOMAS VAN HORN

DANIELLE DRAKE-FLAM
NEWS EDITOR

After placing second at 
the Science Olympiad State 
Championships on April 8, 
the Wydown Middle School 
science olympiad team, 
coached by Washington 
University undergraduates, 
will advance to the 33rd 
Annual Science Olympiad 
National Tournament for 
the first time in team his-
tory May 20.

The science olympiad 
team, which operates under 
the umbrella of  Campus Y, 
is comprised of  students 
from Wydown Middle 
School, a nearby school 
that is part of  the Clayton 
School District, and 30 
undergraduate students 
serve as coaches. 

Science olympiad was 
introduced at Wydown 
Middle School four 
years ago by Washington 
University students in an 
effort to foster intellec-
tual curiosity within the 

sciences and allow middle 
schoolers to compete in 
olympiad tournaments. 

In recent years, the team 
has placed third at the state 
competition, which is one 
place below qualifying for 
nationals. This year, the 
team placed second for 
the first time and will be 
attending the national com-
petition, set to take place in 
Dayton, Ohio. Sophomore 
Victoria Grabinski, a pro-
gram leader, expressed 
the team’s surprise at their 
strong showing in the 
championship. 

“It was just really excit-
ing because the kids were so 
happy about it,” Grabinski 
said. “Also, I don’t think 
anyone went in really 
expecting to go to nation-
als, so it was really just a big 
surprise, and I think a really 
good testament to the great 
set-up we have with all the 
Wash. U. coaches and how 
hard the kids have worked 
this year. And we are really 
proud.”

The team implemented 
several structural changes 
to their program this year, 
including assigning part-
ners earlier in the semester 
so that the students could 
work with the same group 
for a longer period of  
time. Senior Emily Wen, 
a program leader, credits 
the group of  coaches for 
the success of  the team 
in addition to the middle 
schoolers.

“We did a lot of  struc-
tural changes this year, but 
also, definitely, we had an 
amazing cohort of  coaches 
this year,” Wen said. “We 
just had so many [who] 
had done science olympiad 
before and had a strong 
interest in helping us. We 
finally had a lot of  help 
with building events, which 
were our most difficult 
events to actually do well 
in.”

Junior and program 
leader Thomas Van Horn 
discussed what the next 
few weeks will look like for 

the team and their coaches, 
explaining that much prep-
aration is necessary for the 
continuation the team’s 
success.

“We asked all of  our 
coaches to come back up 
until reading week, and I 

think that all of  the coaches 
have decided to come 
back,” Van Horn said. 
“We’re putting in extra 
meetings, but it’s totally 
worth it, and I think we are 
all going to be able to go to 
nationals now. Even some 

kids that were in the pro-
gram one or two years ago 
are going to come with the 
team to Dayton, and one 
of  the founders of  the pro-
gram is coming to Dayton 
as well—it’s going to be a 
great time.

Wallack said. “This encour-
ages students to get the 
help they need rather than 
fearing punishment. Wash. 
U. doesn’t try to deny that 
many students will engage 
in some of  these activities, 
but rather the [administra-
tion] sets rules that will 
allow us to grow through 
experience.”

Although the safe report-
ing policy exists, not all 
students are completely clear 
on how it works, and some 
still worry about the conse-
quences of  contacting EST.

“I don’t think [the policy] 
needs to be changed, but I 
do wish that the student pop-
ulation was better educated 
about the reporting policy. 
Several accidents could be 
avoided and lives saved if  
people felt safe reporting to 
emergency services if  they 
suspect any possible medical 
incident,” junior Tanvi Puri 
said.

Washington University’s 
policy is similar to those 
of  its peer institutions. 
In fact, in 2011, the 

University joined an ini-
tiative of  32 colleges to 
counteract irresponsible 
undergraduate drinking 
called the National College 
Health Improvement Project 
(NCHIP). The project 
was started at Dartmouth 
College, and since then it 
has conducted multiple strat-
egies designed to minimize 
dangerous drinking.

At the time of  the 
University’s entry into the 
program, the average num-
ber of  students engaging 
in high-risk drinking was 
at 38.5 percent, slightly 
lower than the national col-
lege average of  40 percent. 
As of  now, the average has 
dropped slightly to 36 per-
cent, according to the Habif  
Health and Wellness Center.

“Our binge-drinking rates 
are more or less identical 
to peer schools,” Dr. Alan 
Glass, assistant vice chancel-
lor and director of  the Habif  
Health and Wellness Center 
at Washington University 
told The Source.

Comparatively, 32 percent 

of  Northwestern University 
students were classified as 
high-risk drinkers.

One example of  an ini-
tiative highlighted by the 
NCHIP was during 2014’s 
WILD, when new rules were 
implemented in order to 
decrease risky drinking at the 
event. Students were banned 
from bringing in alcohol of  
their own, and the sale of  
beer to of-age students was 
restricted to a maximum of  
three beers. According to 
NCHIP’s annual report, this 
resulted in the lowest num-
ber of  medical transports at 
the event in several years.

Although Washington 
University has decreased its 
rate of  high-risk drinking, 
there is still progress to be 
made. In 2011, Glass hoped 
to have reduced the binge-
drinking rate by 25 percent 
in three years—which has 
still not been achieved. 
With continued work with 
NCHIP and student alcohol 
education, the University 
hopes to keep making prog-
ress on the issue.
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usability of  buildings 
on the Danforth Campus. 
Using a survey tool devel-
oped by professors at 
Washington University’s 
School of  Occupational 
Therapy, members have 
been collecting data not 
only on the compliance 
to accessibility standards 
required by law, but also on 
the usability of  buildings 
based on the needs of  stu-
dents, faculty and staff.

“Ideally, with this 
facilities and accessibility 
campaign, we’d like to pro-
vide a pretty comprehensive 
idea of  what needs to be 
changed and what can be 
changed,” Ability president 
and senior Avi Bukhbinder 
said.

Additionally, he 
expressed that—while the 
University does a great job 
of  providing accessibility 
resources when requested 
by individual students—the 
next step toward an acces-
sible campus would be a 
more proactive approach 
involving changing the 
facilities and actively seek-
ing out opportunities to 
remove barriers to usabil-
ity. Stoen agreed with the 
sentiment, asking for more 
transparency in terms of  
time frame for projects and 
continued action toward 
change.

“I’ve worked at a vari-
ety of  universities, and I 
honestly believe our depart-
ment cares about diversity 
and inclusion. And I think 

the University does too, but 
they have things where they 
have long-term plans, like 
in 10 years or in 20 years, 
where they have plans or 
ideas to give buildings new 
equipment or renovations,” 
she said. “And it could be 
that physics is in one of  
those long-term plans, but 
they’re not concrete.”

While students raise 
concerns about these 
issues, the administration 
has expressed a desire to 
continue responding and 
removing barriers to acces-
sibility wherever possible.

According to Jamie 
Kolker, University architect 
and associate vice chancel-
lor, and Andrew McCready, 
manager of  code compli-
ance, the University has 
placed accessibility and 
diversity at the forefront, 
continually working on 
projects to make campus 
more navigable for every-
one. Such projects include 
renovations in Sumers 
Recreation Center, the 
addition of  an entry ramp 
in Cupples II and an exten-
sion to McMillan Hall with 
a new stair and elevator 
tower. Work is also being 
done to add card access 
and ADA operators to all 
pooled classroom spaces. 
However, before major 
changes can be made, they 
must be approved by many 
levels of  the administration, 
with the decision ultimately 
reaching the building and 
grounds committee of  the 

board of  trustees.
“We have an annual 

planning process on cam-
pus, and we meet with all 
the different user groups on 
campus [and] the different 
departments and sit down 
and basically outline their 
budget and review the proj-
ects individually that will 
be funded for the next year 
on campus,” McCready 
said. “And then from there, 
once we get the approval, 
we go and complete them 
over the summer.”

The University is cur-
rently embarking on a 
comprehensive study of  
Crow and Compton Halls 
to understand and identify 
issues with accessibility. 
Aside from conducting a 
kickoff  meeting with phys-
ics faculty, the next steps 
will include cost analysis, 
determining the scope of  
work and creating a sched-
ule of  implementation. 
Additionally, the launch of  
new projects, such as inter-
active accessibility maps, is 
currently underway.

“We’ve done what we’ve 
can to identify the map-
ping. That’s very accessible 
online—routes to get to 
most every building and 
most every destination. 
But [we] also communicate 
when something isn’t acces-
sible and isn’t easily gotten 
to,” Kolker said. “It’s a 
lifetime commitment of  
constantly improving. And 
some of  it’s proactive, but 
some of  it’s also reactive. 

If  somebody points some-
thing out to us, that will 
raise our awareness, and 
we’ll think about it more 
holistically.”

Bukhbinder also stated 
that he saw a genuine care 
in the administration dur-
ing conversations about 
accessibility. Both he and 
Stoen agree that what 
should follow is action on 
the part of  the University.

“I think an accessible 
campus is one where being 
able to navigate space is 
not something you have 
to actively and every day 
think about,” Bukhbinder 
said. “The University 
thinks about it for you.” 

ADA from page 1 

Crow Hall is home to physics classes. The building is not out-
fitted with the full resources to accomodate disabled students.

SAMI KLEIN | STUDENT LIFE
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