
Washington University is con-
ducting formal investigation, 
led by the University’s Title 
IX office in conjunction with 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon and Kappa 
Kappa Gamma, into SAE’s per-
formance at Kappa Karaoke 
March 25. 

The performance, part of  
which appeared to mimic 
sexual assault, prompted apol-
ogy letters sent to sorority and 
fraternity chapter heads the fol-
lowing day. It also led SAE to 
suspend four fraternity members 
who choreographed the perfor-
mance, the organization told 
Student Life in a statement. 

“Sigma Alpha Epsilon is still 
working on our internal investi-
gation,” SAE’s statement read. 
“However, we have placed the 
four brothers who were the 
choreographers for the Kappa 
Karaoke routine on suspen-
sion until we have finished our 

investigation.”
While the fraternity is con-

ducting a larger ongoing internal 
investigation, the suspended 
members “temporarily lose all 
rights and privileges of  mem-
bership,” according to SAE’s 
national website’s description of  
a suspension and section 62C of  
their internal laws. 

According to Assistant 
Director for Fraternity and 
Sorority life David Stetter, the 
University investigation began 
almost immediately after the 
incident occurred. 

“We received a report around 
6 p.m. that Sunday night, so the 
event was still occurring when 
we received the initial email,” 
he said. “I spoke with [SAE and 
KKG] on Monday, and it was 
elevated to the Title IX office by 
Wednesday morning.”

Although specific details 
of  the investigation are yet to 
be released, Title IX Director 
Jessica Kennedy noted that 
investigations normally involve 

a comprehensive look at the 
situation.

“In the case that a complaint 
is made against a student group 
or groups, my office investigates 
that,” she said. “We talk to the 
people who made the com-
plaints, we interview anyone 
that was a relevant person…
After that, we make a determina-
tion about whether a University 
policy has been violated and, if  
so, what the appropriate remedy 
is, if  any.”

According to Kennedy, such 
investigations can result in a 
wide range of  consequences, 
including educational program-
ming, community service and 
suspension of  events or groups. 
Kennedy noted that the investi-
gation is nearing its conclusion 
but did not give a timeline for 
when results would be released.

“We’re nearing the end of  the 
process, but does that mean a 
day, a week or a month? That’s 
not something I’m going to spec-
ulate on,” she said.

Editor’s Note: Editor-in-Chief  
Ella Chochrek is a member of  Alpha 

Omicron Pi and was not involved in 
the writing or reporting of  this story.
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A SPORTS STAR 
Jake Mintz runs a 
popular baseball 
blog and pitches for 
the Bears 
(Sports, pg 3)

LUMINOUS 
Performers shine in 
WU Dance 
Collective showcase 
this weekend 
(Cadenza, pg 4) SPIRIT OF KOREA
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Students respond to closing of Etta’s Cafe

WUPD, WU admin reevaluate 
emergency preparedness a 
year after Forsyth shooting 
CHALAUN LOMAX
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

SAM SEEKINGS
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

SAE is currently under investigation following a performance at Kappa 
Karaoke that some students felt mimicked sexual assault.

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE

Annual Relay For Life event 
raises more than $140,000

Relay For Life members reveal the final amount fundraised for American Cancer Society. Relay For Life, which 
raised $144,564.58 this year, has raised over $3 million at Washington University. Over 5,200 communities 
around the world participate in the annual event, which remembers cancer survivors through a lantern lighting. 

COURTESY OF RYLIE WALTER

Etta’s Cafe, frequented mostly by 
students and faculty in the Sam Fox 
School of Design & Visual Arts, will 
close after the 2016-17 academic 
year, the Sam Fox School Associate 
Dean for Finance Bobbe Winters 
told students and faculty in an email 
Friday.

The email, citing a decline of  
patronage to Etta’s, located in 
Steinberg Hall near the Kemper 
Lane Art Museum, over the past 
few years, announced the decision 
to close it and noted that surround-
ing cafes, including Hillman Hall’s 
Grounds for Change and Ridgley 
Hall’s Holmes Lounge, will remain 
open and available to students.

The email sparked an immedi-
ate reaction from Sam Fox students, 
some of whom were upset by the 
closing of what has become a favor-
ite eatery.

“I eat breakfast there; I meet up 
with people there. I am friends with 
the women who work behind the 
counter,” senior and communication 
design major Shannon Levin said. 

“I’m in Etta’s at least once, twice, 
three times a day, just because we’re 
at the art school for so many hours. 
And you just can’t miss it—it’s a 
staple.”

Some students feel the alternative 
options proposed by administrators 
are inconvenient, especially for those 
who have limited time to travel to 
other campus eateries between stu-
dios. In addition, the limited hours 
of both Grounds for Change and 
Holmes leave students without access 
to food on the East End of Danforth 
Campus after 3 p.m, whereas Etta’s 
was open until 5:45 p.m.

“A common complaint is that 
Etta’s is not open late enough. Not all 
of us have time to go elsewhere for 
food, and since we are not allowed to 
eat in studio, the closing of Etta’s is 
upsetting and reveals how little this 
school cares about our well-being 
over its bottom line,” sophomore fine 
arts major Amy Chen wrote. 

Following the emailed announce-
ment, many students contacted 
Dining Services, Winters and other 
Sam Fox administrators to express 
their disappointment about Etta’s 
closing. In response to student 

concern, Dean of the Sam Fox 
School Carmon Colangelo a second 
email acknowledging the exclusion 
of students in discussions about 
Etta’s future Saturday. 

“In retrospect, we should have 
discussed this more directly with the 
students and rest assured, I will do so 
now before we make any final deci-
sions,” Colangelo wrote. 

According to Levin, Etta’s acts as 
a communal gathering space within 
Sam Fox.

“The number one thing that is 
most important at the art school is 
morale and community. That’s what 
keeps people going because other 
than that, you just have sheer stress, 
and food is a big part of morale. 
Etta’s provides food and community. 
So without Etta’s, I feel like the art 
school would kind of fall apart,” she 
said.

In addition to concerns about los-
ing the food and drink options Etta’s 
currently provides, students also 
expressed concerned for the cafe’s 
Bon Appetit workers.

“They’re a part of our 

SAM SEEKINGS
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR
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WU launches investigation, SAE suspends members after Kappa Karaoke dance

Washington University admin-
istrators discussed the University’s 
preparedness for active shooter 
situations on the Danforth Campus 
as the one-year anniversary of  the 
April 21 shooting of a Bon Appetit 
employee approaches,. 

Last April, the Washington 
University Police Department 
responded to reports of  shots fired 
near 6440 Forsyth Blvd., just out-
side of  Mallinckrodt Center. A Bon 
Appetit employee received nonlife 
threatening injuries and was trans-
ported to the hospital for medical 
care after being shot by an unknown 
assailant. Less than ten minutes 
after the shooting took place, stu-
dents, faculty and staff  received 
alerts via text messages, phone 
calls and push notifications on the 
WUSTL app. 

Investigations were led by the 
Clayton Police Department and 
supported by WUPD as the inci-
dent occurred within Clayton’s 
jurisdiction. A GoFundMe page, 
created by former Washington 
University undergraduate Darius 
Calliet, was shared over 2,500 times 
on social media and raised $8,490 
for the shooting victim. 

WUPD Chief  Mark Glenn 
believes that the department 
responded to the shooting appropri-
ately and in a manner similar to that 
of  the University’s peer institutions. 

“We felt after we reviewed it, our 
response was within our protocol 
that we established. On the back 
end, we found some issues that we 
wanted to improve, but from the 
police end, we learned to be more 
direct in the application of our pro-
tocols that we had. I think we’re 
within the recommended response 
protocols nationwide when we talk 
to our peer organizations police-
wise,” Glenn said. 

According to Glenn, WUPD 
dispatchers are often overwhelmed 
by the sheer volume of calls they 
receive daily. The department is 
making efforts to streamline the pro-
cess of  managing and responding to 
various calls. Despite the multimode 
WUSTL alert system, coverage 
from the incident conveyed an 

atmosphere of  confusion as 
“employees and students searched 
for safe spaces and professors deter-
mined whether to continue regular 
instruction in their classes.”

Washington University’s Safety 
and Security Guide for the 2016-
17 academic year recommends 
that students “Run, Hide, [and] 
Fight” if  they are involved in a situ-
ation where a shooter has entered 
the area and began firing. The 
protocol does not include clear 
directions for individuals who are 
not in close proximity to a shooter. 
Glenn states that the purpose of  the 
“Run, Hide, Fight” program is to 
empower students to make the best 
decision for themselves with what-
ever information is available, rather 
than becoming reliant upon poten-
tially outdated information. Initial 
alerts are campus-specific and are 
intended to prompt individuals to be 
more aware of their surroundings in 
order to build knowledge amongst 
students, faculty and staff  on how 
to react during active shooter 
situations.

“Part of  the problem—and we 
are not the only ones that struggle 
with this at times—is making sure 
that we get out accurate information 
in a timely manner. Unfortunately, 
there gets to be the expectation that 
we’re going to send out a mass noti-
fication and tell everybody what the 
proper thing to do at that time [is]. 
To be honest, it’s impossible for us 
to do it because these situations are 
so fluid and they’re moving,” Glenn 
said. 

Additional concerns raised by 
students, including junior Thomas 
Van Horn in a Student Life op-ed, 
addressed faculty’s response to the 
shooting last spring. While some 
professors continued to lecture, oth-
ers dismissed class or barricaded 
entrances to their classrooms. 
While all University employees are 
not required to complete training 
on proper active shooting proce-
dures, the Emergency Management 
Department offers resources 
including faculty workgroups to 
inform educators about emergency 
protocols. 

According to Director of  



Rita Levi-Montalcini, 
a Nobel laureate and for-
mer Washington University 
biology professor, was post-
humously inducted into the 
St. Louis Walk of Fame 
Thursday. 

The ceremony, presided 
over by Joe Edwards—founder 
of the St. Louis Walk of Fame 
and owner of numerous 
Delmar Loop businesses—
featured remarks from the 
current Rita Levi-Montalcini 
Distinguished University 
Professor, Provost Holden 
Thorp.

 Levi-Montalcini’s star will 
be placed on the sidewalk at 
6136 Delmar Blvd., near the 
Regional Arts Commission in 
The Loop. 

The St. Louis Walk of  
Fame is “a nonprofit orga-
nization founded in 1988 to 
provide a showcase for the 
cultural heritage of St. Louis 
and to advance the knowledge, 
awareness and appreciation of  
great St. Louisans and their 
accomplishments,” according 
to the organization’s website. 
Approximately 30 inductees 
either studied, taught or con-
ducted research at Washington 
University. Writer and profes-
sor Gerald Early was the most 
recent University-affiliated 
inductee, inducted in April 
2013. 

Levi-Montalcini taught 
at Washington University 
for three decades and won 
the 1986 Nobel Prize in 
Physiology or Medicine 
jointly with biochemist Stanley 

Cohen, who worked at the 
University in the 1950s. The 
former neurobiologist discov-
ered nerve growth factor, a 
cellular “factor” that the body 
uses to direct the growth of  
nerve networks. Hundreds of  
growth factors are now known 
to exist and they affect almost 
all facets of biology.

A native of Italy, Levi-
Montalcini was a fellow of  
the Academy of Arts and 
Sciences and received the 
National Medal of Science 
in 1987, among other hon-
ors. Her work on chicken 
embryos was recognized by 
Viktor Hamburger, a professor 
within the University’s depart-
ment of biology (formerly 
zoology) who later invited 
her to St. Louis to continue 
her work. Thorp believes that 
Levi-Montalcini’s use of fertil-
ized chicken eggs to conduct 
research is demonstrative of  
the University’s strong reputa-
tion for faculty work in basic 
sciences.  

“We have a great program 
in developmental biology. And 
now, we have a whole depart-
ment in the medical school 
there. But I think the other 
thing that’s great about Rita 
is that she did all of her work 
on the Danforth Campus,” 
Thorp said. “She’s somebody 
who made an extraordinary 
breakthrough in medicine, but 
she did it by studying basic 
biology. And I think that’s 
something that Wash. U. has 
always been known for, and I 
think she’s a symbol of that in 
many ways.”

Levi-Montalcini continued 
her early work in Italy despite 

Benito Mussolini’s manifesto 
preventing non-Aryan Italians 
from pursuing professional or 
academic careers. After set-
ting up a makeshift laboratory 
in her bedroom, she contin-
ued to author and co-author 
papers during World War II. 
Her perseverance, Thorp said, 
amplifies the significance of  
her accomplishments.

“The honor of her being in 
the St. Louis Walk of Fame 
makes all the sense in the 
world,” Thorp said. “Her 
accomplishments stand on 
their own. The science that she 
did is groundbreaking and has 
changed our views on develop-
mental biology. The fact that 
she not only did it as a woman 
in science when there weren’t 
many women in science and 
also that she did science when 
she was a Jew in Italy...she just 
overcame so many different 
things over the course of her 
life. That is an inspiration to 
everybody.” 

Chancellor Wrighton 
acknowledged the significance 
of Levi-Montalcini’s contribu-
tions to science in a statement 
to Student Life, citing her 
Nobel Prize as an example. 

“Rita Levi-Montalcini is a 
revered figure in the history 
of Washington University and 
only one of two women who 
were on our faculty to win 
the Nobel Prize. The other 
is Gerty Cori. It is very fit-
ting that the public at large be 
able to know that Rita Levi-
Montalcini was one of our 
greatest faculty members and a 
great contributor the academic 
excellence of the St. Louis 
community,” Wrighton wrote. 
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MONDAY 10

Lecture: “Citizenship as a Human Right – The Fundamental Right to a Specific Citizen-
ship”
Anheuser-Busch Hall, Room 305, 12 p.m. 
Lecture and book launch by Professor Goncalo Matias, Vice Dean of the Catolica Global 
School of Law and Legal Advisor to the President of the Portuguese Republic. Sponsored by 
the Whitney R. Harris World Law Institute. 

TUESDAY 11

Tuesday Tea @ 3
Danforth University Center, Tisch Commons, 3 p.m.
Every Tuesday that school is in session – free hot tea and treats from 3 to 5 p.m. Hosted by 
Danforth University Center, featuring a student organization or department every week. 

Panel Discussion: “The Speed of Change in Technology & Business”
Bauer Hall, Active Learning Lab, Room 330, 4:30 p.m.
All are welcome, but RSVP online is required. Sponsors include Olin Women in Business, 
Olin Technology Club and Advanced Technology Group. 

WEDNESDAY 12

The Kanye Series - ‘Name One Genius That Ain’t Crazy’: Kanye West and the Politics of 
Self-Diagnosis
Bauer Hall, Emerson Auditorium, 6 p.m.
Lecture by Jeffrey McCune, Associate Professor of Women, Gender & Sexuality Studies and 
African and African-American Studies. Final lecture within The Kanye Series. Sponsored by 
Program in African and African-American Studies. 

Assembly Series: “Can Art Save Lives?”
Whitaker Hall Auditorium, 6:30 p.m.
HIV/AIDS activist, educator, arts critic, and curator David Gere certainly hopes the an-
swer to this question is a resounding “Yes.” He has dedicated his career to finding creative 
approaches to slow down the deadly spread of infections, which according to recent data 
estimates the daily rate to be about 5,700. With like-minded collaborators, he has launched a 
number of projects that demonstrate how art can serve as a powerful agent of change. Gere’s 
presentation will touch on the ways he uses creative approaches to turn his passion (and com-
passion) into action.

theFLIPSIDE
EVENT CALENDAR

MON 10
THUNDERSTORMS 
72/48

TUES 11
PARTLY CLOUDY
65/44

WED 12
MOSTLY SUNNY
72/53

POLICE BEAT
APRIL 7
Larceny, Village House
Complainant reports leaving his clothing in the laundry room for several days and 
finding it missing when he returned. Loss estimated at $500. 
Disposition: Pending 

APRIL 6
Larceny, Hillman Hall
Complainant reports her unattended, unsecured, cell phone was taken from a 
hallway bench.  Loss $204. 
Disposition: Pending 

Former professor, Nobel 
laureate posthumously inducted 
into St. Louis Walk of Fame
CHALAUN LOMAX
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR
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faculty almost, and when 
we’re stressed or whatever, 
since they recognize us, they 
might do something nice like 
give us an extra cream cheese,” 
senior and communications 
design major Susan Lee said. 
“It’s nice when people at your 
eatery do small things like that 
that really show they care.”

“Sandy, Chandress and 
Tamara know me by name, 
face and order,” Chen wrote 
in a Facebook post. “Etta’s is 
a cultural institution among 

Sam Fox that is valued.”
In a statement to Student 

Life, Associate Vice 
Chancellor for Resource 
Management Alan Kuebler 
confirmed workers will 
be relocated elsewhere on 
campus.

In light of student and fac-
ulty response, Kuebler also 
noted that the University 
would continue to explore 
alternative options for Sam 
Fox students.

“The Etta’s location has 

required a subsidy for years 
and the [Sam] Fox School 
determined that that situation 
was not sustainable. As stated 
earlier, the parties will huddle 
to again consider the various 
factors that are involved as we 
work to meet our students’ 
needs. We will consider all 
options including changing 
operating hours of other din-
ing locations,” the statement 
read.

Additional reporting by 
Chalaun Lomax 

Emergency Management 
and Business Continuity Ty 
Davisson, a quick guide to 
emergencies has been placed 
in most shared classrooms 
on campus to provide faculty 
members with a refresher 
on standard protocols. 
Additionally, the Emergency 
Management Department 
has been given the opportu-
nity to become involved in 
new faculty orientations and 
discuss practical guidelines 
during routine times, such as 
staff  meetings. 

While Washington 
University community 
members are automatically 
notified, the same doesn’t 
apply to employees of  the 
University’s campus service 
providers—most notably 
TopCare and Bon Appetit. 
Because these individuals 
are not considered direct 
University employees, they 
must download the WUSTL 
app onto their smartphones 
in order to receive push noti-
fications in the case of  an 
emergency. According to 
Davisson, the University’s 
Emergency Management 
Department has part-
nered with the Resource 
Management unit to ensure 
that vendors include the 
aforementioned mechanisms 
in their contracts with the 
University. 

“Because they are not our 
employees we cannot force 

them to download the app. 
And because they may be 
in a job where they don’t 
have access to a smartphone 
or the app, that rests on the 
baseline service provid-
ers,” Davisson said. “We’ve 
worked independently with 
each one of those and estab-
lished a plan for how we’re 
going to communicate. They 
have committed, as one of  
our service vendors, that 
their employees have the 
app that they can receive 
it in real-time or they have 
mechanisms in place so they 
can quickly reach out to their 
own employees that do not 
have access to the apps.”

An area addressed follow-
ing last year’s shooting is 
access to campus buildings 
for individuals within dif-
ferent academic divisions. 
While most buildings are 
unlocked during normal 
school hours, a lockdown 
during nonstandard hours 
would have rendered stu-
dents and faculty unable to 
access buildings that were not 
associated with the school 
in which they are currently 
enrolled. Davisson explained 
that the issue was resolved by 
collaborating with the pro-
vost’s office. 

“We were able to work 
through our access control 
groups through the Provost’s 
office to ensure that dur-
ing a lockdown in a similar 

manner that students would 
be able to access locations. 
Even if  they were not an 
engineering student, for 
example, they would still be 
able to swipe their card and 
get into the exterior door of  
that facility if  they needed to 
in order to get to a location 
that they could adequately 
shelter in place,” Davisson 
said. 

John Ursch, senior director 
of  public safety and campus 
services at the School of  
Medicine, noted the value 
in aligning public safety pro-
tocols across the Danforth 
and Medical Campuses, as 
well as the importance of the 
WUSTL app in remaining 
aware of  emergency situa-
tions on both campuses. 

“[There are] certain 
things now that divide the 
campuses but the student 
piece is universal. It goes 
out to all students. The big-
gest one here is—and it’s 
something we have to keep 
meeting on—the app is the 
great equalizer,” Ursch said. 
“As time goes on and each 
new class comes in, we really 
need to make sure that people 
are dropping the [WUSTL] 
app onto their phones so that 
they’re getting these push 
notifications. That way, it 
doesn’t matter what your sta-
tus is or which campus you’re 
on, you’re always going to get 
it through the app.”
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America’s Favorite ROOGY
How a benchwarming, Division III reliever created 
a nationally renowned baseball blog and is now 
gunning for the record books in his senior season 

WESLEY JENKINS
SENIOR EDITOR

TOP: Jake Mintz follows through on a pitch during the second game of the four game series against Emory. 
BOTTOM: Mintz celebrates an out during the series. The senior reliever earned wins in both appearances.

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF SCOTT MARGOLIN

READ THE REST 
AT STUDLIFE.COM

With a National Team Relief 
Pitcher of the Week selection, a 
0.44 ERA and an undefeated record 
under his belt, you would think that 
Jake Mintz could use a stopwatch 
to time the pitcher’s delivery to the 
plate. And yet, when the Bears are 
at bat with runners on base, Mintz 
stalks the front of the dugout—
stopwatch in hand, ready to press 
the button—only to turn away just 
before the pitcher’s leg kick starts, 
time and time again. 

The Bears don’t seem to have 
any problem stealing bases though, 
despite not always knowing how 
much of a head start they’ll get 
before the catcher has the ball in 
hand, so Mintz’s transgressions 
have probably been forgiven. Plus, 
that weekend he threw 5.1 innings 
of scoreless baseball against then-
No. 10 Emory University, earning 
two wins in the process. This suc-
cess on the field is foreign to Mintz, 
who, prior to this year, had never 
kept his ERA under 9.00.

“It’s been a bit of a new thing 
because I’ve spent the last three 
years kind of just generally sucking 
at baseball,” Mintz said of his recent 
turnaround. But despite the suck-
ing, Mintz has always kept baseball 
as the focus of his life, albeit not in 
his own performance, but by writ-
ing about how other people play the 
game.

His senior year of high school, 
Mintz and friend Jordan Shus-
terman started the baseball blog 
“Cespedes Family BBQ” and have 
since accrued national recogni-
tion and over 48 thousand Twitter 
followers. A mix of memes and 
irreverent humor with a smatter-
ing of baseball analysis, “Cespedes 
Family BBQ” has gained such a 
following that Major League Base-
ball itself has hired the pair multiple 
times to cover special assignments 
across the United States.

One such assignment—covering 
the All Star Game in San Diego—
led Mintz and Shusterman on a 
road trip from Washington D.C. 
out to California, with plenty of 
stops at Minor League stadiums 
along the way. The trip gave the 
pair the opportunity to play base-
ball golf with Carson Fulmer, a 
top prospect in the White Sox sys-
tem; attempt to hit home runs in 
the Grand Canyon; and interview 
at least a dozen of baseball’s most 
exciting prospects.

By far the most bizarre experi-
ence came in Southwest Arkansas, 
where Texas Rangers ace Yu Dar-
vish was making a rehab start in 
his recovery from Tommy John 
surgery. Like most highly success-
ful Japanese players, Darvish was 
obsessively followed by a cadre of 15 
to 25 Japanese reporters, even dur-
ing the rehabilitation process. For a 
Major League club, that amount of 
press is no problem, but for a South-
western Arkansas minor league 
team without any sort of pressroom, 

a bit more creativity was required.
“So, it’s us, all this Japanese 

media, Yu Darvish, in a closet in 
Southwest Arkansas. And we’re 
like this far away from him,” Mintz 
remembers, stretching his arms to 
show only about a foot of separa-
tion. “And I’m like, ‘Jordan, we’re 
here at this interview, and that’s 
Yu Darvish and that’s an inflatable 
bouncy house.’”

For Mintz, it’s those surreal 
moments that stand out the most 
from his time as a semi-profes-
sional baseball reporter. Well, 
that and being paid to go to three 

World Series games in Chicago; but 
regardless, it’s both the absurdity 
and fortune that leave Mintz think-
ing, “What are we doing here, how 
did we get here?”

***

Helaine Greenfield was in labor 
at a Baltimore hospital when her 
mom turned to her and said: “Lis-
ten, I got to go.” It was September 
5, 1995 and the pair was waiting 
for Greenfield’s first child while the 

Baltimore Orioles suited up to take 
the field across the city. It would be 
shortstop Cal Ripken’s 2130 consec-
utive game played, which would tie 
Lou Gehrig’s 56-year-old record.

“What the hell are you talking 
about,” Greenfield replied, exas-
perated that her mom couldn’t be 
bothered to stay. “I got tickets,” her 
mom said. “I already have grand-
kids and I’m going to have more, 
I’m not going to miss this.”

About twenty minutes after his 
grandmother got on the train to 
catch the game, Jake Mintz was 
born, baseball-blooded and already 

a diehard Orioles fan. 
In high school, Mintz played 

shortstop and hit .450 his senior 
year, albeit in a league where no 
one besides him went on to play col-
lege ball. Mintz wasn’t recruited to 
play at Washington University, but 
decided to try out for the team as a 
shortstop, which turned out to be a 
mistake.

“The old coach said, ‘Hey, it’s 
either the mound or the library,’” 
Mintz said. “He didn’t say that, but 
that was the implication. And for 

me, I just knew that I wanted to be 
around baseball so much that I was 
going to do whatever I could to stay 
on the team.”

Come February, Mintz was still 
getting called back to the field even 
as others were told to hang up their 
cleats. His mom would call him, 
curious if he had managed to make 
the team, and Mintz, honestly curi-
ous himself, would reply, “Well, it’s 
February and I still have the sweat-
pants and I’m still around, so I 
guess yeah.”

For the first three years, Mintz 
struggled to say the least. A pitcher 

now, Mintz developed an uncon-
ventional form in which he starts 
from a squat with his knees bent 
nearly 90 degrees, and then rears 
back and throws sidearm, his fin-
gers just a couple feet above the 
ground at release. These mechan-
ics, while creating a devastating 
amount of movement on Mintz’s 
pitches, ruined any semblance of 
control he might have had. 

Throwing 17.1 innings over 19 
appearances in his first three sea-
sons, he recorded an 11.94 ERA 
(anything about 5.00 is generally 
considered poor). But the coaches 
still brought him along to every 
game, knowing that even if he 
hadn’t put it together yet, being 
around older guys who had figured 
it out would help his development 
more than staying home.

In the playoffs last year, Mintz 
was passed over for a relief appear-
ance in favor of a freshman that 
hadn’t pitched much at all, light-
ing a fire under him to work over 
the summer and come back better. 
Finally, it clicked.

“To finally see him figure it out 
and have the success that he’s hav-
ing right now, it’s really special,” 
fellow senior and ace of the Bears’ 
pitching staff Brad Margolin said. 
“Knowing the amount of thought 
he puts into everything that he does 
and the amount of attention he pays 
during practice or whatever it is that 
any of our coaches are telling him, 
it’s really good to see that all finally 
click for him.”

Before this year though, Mintz’s 
baseball identity was insepara-
ble from “Cespedes Family BBQ.” 
Some of the new freshman players 
each year would inevitably know 
of him or the blog. Opposing play-
ers would come over and ask him 
about it or, more uncomfortably, 
point and ask someone else on the 
Wash. U. team if that was “the Ces-
pedes guy.” 

The blog, which displays its 
posts superimposed on a grainy 
image of now-Mets outfielder Yoe-
nis Cespedes’ highlight video and 
boasts the tagline “It’s a Roast,” 
began in Mintz’s living room when 
Mintz and Shusterman decided to 
move their goofy baseball conversa-
tions to a more permanent location. 
They named their new project after 
the inexplicable cuts in Cespedes’ 
video of the outfielder roasting a 
whole pig in his backyard. 



April in Missouri means 
that the summer heat is 
just around the corner. As 
temperatures reach the 
high 70s, listeners every-
where will be breaking out 
their shorts and updating 
their playlists to reflect 
the beautiful weather. So 
whether you’re walking to 

class, to an off-campus 
darty or just in your room 
with the windows open, 
make sure to add these four 
songs to your queue. 

Although it was 
undoubtedly summery this 
weekend, spring certainly 
isn’t over yet. We should 
take this time with what 

we have left to revisit and 
celebrate a song that defines 
spring: Animal Collective’s 
“In The Flowers.” This 
track is a throbbing mass 
of  shimmering pop psy-
chedelia that begins with 
delightful bubbly arpeggios 
that eventually open up, 
releasing a wash of  roll-
ing toms, beautiful vocal 
melodies and way too many 
synth layers to wrap your 
head around. 

Next up is Remo Drive, 
the new kids on the block 
and already loved by the 
vast majority of  the music 

community. Their debut 
record, “Greatest Hits,” 
which came out in mid-
March, is a full of  killer 
hooks, soaring guitar leads 
and funny, confessional 
lyrics. It’s hard not to shout 
along to the addicting 
chorus of  “Summertime,” 
and the well-executed loud/
soft dynamics only serve 
to intensify this urge. And 
remember the incredible 
“Seasons (Waiting on You)” 
by Future Islands? Named 
the best song of  the year by 
Pitchfork in 2014? Well, it’s 
2017, and Future Islands is 

back. “Ran” is a melodic, 
rhythm-propelled single 
that once again takes full 
advantage of  Sam Herring’s 
passionate and unique vocal 
delivery—the result being 
a track that holds its own 
against Future Islands’ 
fantastic back catalog. 

Pile’s bulletproof  reputa-
tion precedes them—they’re 
widely accepted as the 
golden child of  northeastern 
DIY. On “dogs,” a single 
off  of  their new album “A 
Hairshirt of  Purpose,” Pile 
does what they do best: cre-
ating massive sonic tension 

and releasing it in a fury of  
90s-post-hardcore-flavored 
guitar leads and a brilliant 
vocal delivery that could 
only come from front man 
Rick Maguire. Pile’s para-
noid, fuzz-drenched sound 
is a perfect soundtrack for 
sweating out demons in 
the hot Missouri sun, and 
“dogs” is the perfect track 
for the job. Hopefully these 
four tracks help you enjoy 
the beautiful weather we’ve 
been having, and help you 
get through it when the 
humidity inevitably strikes.
—Ethan Jaynes, Staff  Writer

When a celebrity has 
reached the point in their 
career to deserve a profile 
story, there might not be 
anything more disheartening 
than having the opening anec-
dote be that of the President 
of the United States calling 
them a “jackass.” And yet, in 
The Atlantic’s “Kanye West, 
American Mozart” story, 
writer David Samuels not 
only shows President Obama 
calling Kanye a jackass, but 
also labels the rapper “fre-
quently out of control” and “a 
national joke” in the subhead 
alone.

Whereas President 
Obama’s epithet can be 
written off as a criticism of  
Kanye’s antics, most of the 
labels put on the embattled 

rapper usually come back to 
one common theme—Kanye 
as crazy. It’s this theme, the 
conflation of “crazy” with 
“genius,” that Professor Jeffrey 
McCune seeks to address in 
the third and final talk of his 
Kanye West lecture series—
“‘Name One Genius That 
Ain’t Crazy’: Kanye West and 
the Politics of Self-Diagnosis.”

“We want to keep him 
contained, we want to keep 
him in this box. And so when 
he acts outside of that box, 
folks say, ‘Oh my god, Kanye 
is crazy,’” McCune said. “And 
so, ultimately what I’m getting 
at in this lecture is not just 
about Kanye, it’s also about 
the larger notion of crazy and 
how we utilize it.”

For McCune, the larger 
notion of crazy manifests as a 
highly problematized way to 
describe other people we don’t 

understand and as a way to 
dismiss people’s disabilities. If  
Kanye is mentally ill, we, as a 
culture, dismiss that very real 
medical malady by labeling 
him with such dismissive 
language. But if Kanye isn’t 
mentally ill, we still use the 
word to dismiss his specific 
type of genius and innovation. 
Either Kanye is a crazy genius 
or just plain crazy, and never 
receiving the credit he is due 
for his contributions to hip-
hop and American culture.

What Professor McCune 
hopes to detail in this third 
lecture is the way in which 
this dual discourse around the 
label “crazy” intensifies when 
it becomes racially coded.

“I think this is why race 
becomes important,” McCune 
said. “[Kanye as] a black 
man with a non-traditional 
aesthetic and a non-traditional 

black background, that his 
narrative does not fit within 
the container of an American’s 
imaginary, and so he never can 
escape that, because ultimately 
he already comes into the 
world at odds with the scripted 
narratives of black men.”

Because Kanye does not 
embody “gangsta rap” as our 
cultural imagination dictates 
black men should, his type of  
music is seen as abnormal. 
Kanye exists outside of the 
stereotypes expected of him 
and thus his accomplishments 
must be that of a “crazy 
genius.”

“I don’t think that Kanye 
is quote-unquote crazy when 
he makes these claims about 
wanting to be the next Steve 
Jobs and not being able to do 
so,” McCune said. “I think 
it makes total sense that he 
is burdened by the idea that 

he is stalled. He is stalled by 
his race. He is stalled by the 
racialized music that he actu-
ally performs. He’s stalled by 
people’s perceptions of him.”

By discussing this notion 
of Kanye as crazy genius, 
McCune hopes to tie together 
the themes of the first two 
lectures—black genius and the 
power of inaudibility—into 
one cohesive Kanye narrative. 
While McCune intentionally 
portrayed Kanye as a musical 
genius in the first two lectures, 
this final installment intends 
to problematize Kanye West 
and some of his actions over 
the years.

Ultimately, McCune hopes 
that students who come to the 
lecture take away the permis-
sion to be crazy, to be unstable, 
to be broken down sometimes.

“I want to give people per-
mission to be enraged. Give 

people permission to be upset, 
to be angry, to be frustrated. 
Give people permission to 
have moments where they 
break. Give people permis-
sion to have moments where 
they experience depression,” 
McCune said. “I want to 
give them permission to have 
those moments without being 
characterized as being some 
type of deviant figure in the 
community.”

“I don’t want to take away 
that experience and call it 
crazy,” he added. “It’s reason-
able. And it must be addressed 
with love, compassion, care, 
generosity.”

“‘Name One Genius that 
Ain’t Crazy’: Kanye West and 
the Politics of  Self  Diagnosis” 
will be held on Wednesday, April 
12 at 6:00 p.m. in Emerson 
Auditorium. The lecture is free and 
open to the public.
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Kanye West, Crazy Genius: Professor attempts to address the 
notion of mental illness in final public lecture on Kanye West
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...music to welcome in the summer
udio hiles

Washington University Dance Collective performs ‘Luminous’
DANIELLE DRAKE-FLAM
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

“In The Flowers” — Animal Collective
“Summertime” — Remo Drive

“Ran” — Future Islands

“dogs” — Pile

Dancers hold a pose during Wash. U. Dance Collective’s “Luminous.” The group’s inaugural 
show was held in the Edison Theatre last Saturday, April 8 and Sunday, April 9.

After two semester’s 
worth of dance rehearsals, 
hours on end in the studio 
and two nights spent in the 
Edison Theater preparing, the 
Washington University Dance 
Collective (WUDC) finally 
made their debut performance 
titled “Luminous.”

The Washington University 
Dance Collective, which 
was previously known as the 
Slaughter Project, is a dance 
company comprised of 17 
undergraduate students, one 
graduate student and two cho-
reographers. The production 
was lead by artistic director 
Cecil Slaughter and showcased 

many student choreographers.
The show opened with a 

piece titled “Tori No Odori,” 
choreographed by graduate 
student Mariko Kumanomido, 
which was broken up into 
three different dances begin-
ning with a group section 
before switching to a duet 
and ending with a solo from 
Kumanomido herself. The 
production also featured two 
solos, each choreographed 
by the dancers themselves. 
Stefan Yu’s senior piece titled 
“Bamboo Ceiling” involved a 
beautiful series of handstands 
and pushups along with a lot 
of other ground movement. 
This solo was a stark contrast 
to the other piece performed 
by freshman Ashley Yang 

to two pieces of music and 
featured Yang in a red dress 
against a blue background.

There were two company 
pieces in which all WUDC 
members performed together. 
The first, titled “And so, in 
silence, we continue,” made 
a statement about stress and 
what it does to the mind, 
beginning with only a few 
dancers onstage and a series of  
unsettling twitching movement 
and rolling fog. The crowd 
around me appeared confused 
at first, making speculations 
as to what the piece’s message 
was and whispering things 
like “drug addiction” and 
“mental illness” before the 
stress bit dawned on them at 
the end with the incorporation 

of choreography that had the 
covering of mouths and a 
ceaseless bell tone. 

The second company piece, 
titled “Neophytes,” origi-
nally made its debut with the 
Slaughter Project back in 2008 
and was most recently restaged 
this year for the Luminous 
performance. “Neophytes” 
was also the show closer, and 
the lengthy piece elicited a 
large round of applause from 
the crowd.

But, the centerpiece of this 
show ended up being Cecil 
Slaughter’s “BLKLives,” 
which premiered in 2016. 
A crowd favorite, the 
dance was choreographed 
to Macklemore’s “White 
Privilege II” and began with 
three spotlights on a group 
of three white dancers, three 
Asian dancers and two black 
dancers—each dancer dressed 
to match those of their race. 
As the piece went on, the 
dancers began to merge 
together and made a bold 
statement with the song “I’m 
Dying of Thirst” by Robert 
Glasper, when the dancers 
exited the stage one by one 
until only the two black danc-
ers remained.

Another show highlight 
was the “#nofilter” piece 
choreographed by Ryadah 
Heiskelle.  This dance 
addressed the global issue of  
conformity and how in trying 
to be different, we all end 
up essentially the same. The 
dancers sported short bright 
blue wigs and white leotards, 
exemplifying their alikeness, 
however the piece showcased 
their difference through small 
group and solo choreography.

It seems that there were 
definitely audience favorites, 
as when I exited the theater 
into the lobby, the crowd 
buzzed with excitement and I 
heard snippets of “blue wigs” 
and “Black Lives Matter.” 
Upon asking several audience 
members about their thoughts 
on the show, I received a lot 
of positive reactions. When I 
asked 

“I thought it was really 
interesting. It was probably 
the most unique performance 
I’ve seen this year,” Hylee 
Won said, “I really liked 
[‘BLKLives’]. That was cool. 
And then the ‘#nofilter.’ I 
think those were my favorite.”

Another fellow audience 
member and previous dancer, 

freshman Kayla Steinberg, had 
a very similar reaction.

“I actually thought that the 
performance was incred-
ible. We saw so many pieces 
that addressed global issues, 
especially the ‘BLKLives.’ 
And also I really loved the 
‘#nofilter’ piece too, and I 
thought those social com-
mentaries were really brought 
to life through the dancing,” 
Steinberg said.

The dancers in the perfor-
mance, despite having just had 
two full days of tech rehears-
als, brought their all, and the 
energy created was reflected 
in each piece. The cheers that 
emanated from the crowd 
were mirrored by those back-
stage after the curtain dropped.

One freshman WUDC 
member, India Shelly, who 
appeared in five of the ten 
dances, was especially pleased 
with the performance.

“I loved being a part of  
WUDC for the first time and 
really enjoyed being chal-
lenged by choreography that 
was out of my comfort zone. I 
think that overall the show was 
a success and everyone worked 
really hard to create a beautiful 
performance,” Shelly said.

BRANDON WILBURN | STUDENT LIFE
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It was a bittersweet home-
coming for Washington 
University softball team head 
coach Michelle Venturella 
this weekend. Venturella 
returned to the city where she 
spent eight seasons and won 
195 games as the head coach 
of  the University of  Illinois 
at Chicago, when the Bears 
travelled to the Windy City 
to take on the University of  
Chicago. The series, however, 
was largely disappointing for 
Wash. U., which dropped 
three out of  four games. 

The Bears did get off  to 
a good start Saturday after-
noon, with junior pitcher 
Anna McKee continuing her 
superb season with a four-hit, 
complete game shutout.

“I think she’s just continu-
ing to be stronger,” Venturella 
said of  her star pitcher, who 
struck out 10 in her seventh 
complete game of the season.

McKee got all the run sup-
port she would need in the 
first inning. With runners on 
the corners, Taylor Arends 
stepped up to the plate and 
hit a three-run home run, for 
what would prove to be both 
the first and last score of  the 
game. Venturella had high 
praise for Arends after the 
game, commending both her 
hitting and leadership skills.

“Even when she’s not 
hitting well, she’s just such 
a spark for the team.” 
Venturella said.

Neither the Bears nor the 
Maroons would be able to 
find any offensive rhythm 
for the rest of  the game, and 
Wash. U. took the game 3-0.

While the Bears’ offensive 
struggles would continue into 
the second game, Chicago 
would find their rhythm. 
Most of  the scoring would 
once again occur in the early 
part of  the game. Chicago 
jumped out to 2-0 lead off  of  
two hits in the bottom of the 
second, and added a third in 
the next inning.  

Wash. U. got on the board 
in the fourth frame with an 
RBI single to left-center from 
Hannah Mehrle. The nascent 
comeback was stalled, how-
ever, when Arends struck 
out to end the inning, and 

the Bears could not find any 
offensive momentum for the 
rest of  the game.

“The Chicago pitchers, I 
think, did well as a team,” 
Venturella said about her 
team’s offensive struggles.

She did add, however, that 
she thought that her team’s 
batting could still use some 
work, and that they took the 
wrong approach at the plate 
against Chicago’s shift.

“We’re just trying to battle 
through some tough times, 
like all teams do during the 
course of  a season,” she said.

For a moment on Sunday, 
it looked as if  the Bears had 
found their swing, taking a 
1-0 lead on an RBI single by 
Janet Taylor in the top of  the 
second. The offense, how-
ever, stalled once again; and 
when Chicago scored two in 
the bottom of the third, and 
another in the bottom of the 
second, Wash. U. had no 
response. 

It went from bad to worse 
for the Bears on Sunday, as 
they were shut out 4-0 in 
the final game of  the series. 
This time, it took longer for 
any offense to take shape. 
Chicago took a 1-0 lead 
in the bottom of  the third. 
Junior starter Maggie Clapp 
continued to pitch well, but 
Chicago added two more in 
the bottom of  the fifth, and 
the Bears could not get on 
base. McKee allowed one 
run in relief  in the sixth, 
bringing the final score to 
4-0.

After spending the last two 
weekends far away from their 
home on the South 40, the 
Bears now host 12 straight 
games. Venturella said that 
while away series are a reality 
for any team, it will be nice 
to play a few home games. 
“Every softball team has to 
play on the road,” she said. 
“The bigger impact is the 
travel days, when the kids 
have to study.” Venturella 
said that the comfort of  
sleeping in their own beds is 
a nice bonus.

The Bears open up their 
stretch of  home games 
Friday, when they host Case 
Western Reserve University 
in a four-game series.

Additional reporting by 
Rohan Gupta

Women’s tennis takes second at Midwest Invite, men pick up two wins

Softball drops three 
of four as Venturella 
returns to Chicago

JON LEWIS
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

JON LEWIS
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Both Washington 
University tennis teams 
were in action this week-
end, with the women 
traveling to the Midwest 
Invite in Madison, WI, 
and the men hosting their 
first home matches of  the 
spring.

Women’s Tennis

Despite a 5-4 loss in 
the finals of  the Midwest 
Invite this weekend, wom-
en’s tennis head coach 
Kelly Stahlhuth was still 
positive about her team’s 
performance.

“We played them indoors 
and lost 5-2, and we didn’t 
even get to finish,” she 
said, referring to her team’s 
loss in the third-place 
match of  the ITA Indoor 
National Championships 
back in March. This time, 
the match could have 
gone either way. “That’s a 
great improvement in five 
weeks,” she said.

The No. 10 Bears started 
the weekend with a Friday 
doubleheader against a 
pair of  ranked teams: No. 
23 Hope College and No. 
36 Gustavus Adolphus 
College. Stahlhuth said 
that being the higher 

ranked team in both those 
games actually presented a 
challenge for Wash. U.

“Being higher ranked, 
they had nothing to lose,” 
she said. “And so they 
really went for it.”

In the first match, the 
Bears opened up a 2-1 
lead after a series of  close-
cut doubles matches. 
Rebecca Ho and Kaylan 
Griffith fought out an 8-6 
win, while Grace Deering 
and Lisa Chionis secured 
an even tighter 9-8 vic-
tory, with a 7-5 win in the 
tiebreak. 

In singles, the Bears 
quickly blew open the 
match, winning four of  
the six singles points for a 
6-3 victory. Ho continued 
her dominance in singles 
with a 6-3, 6-1 win. Wash. 
U. swept the bottom of  the 
order, with Brigitte Hodge, 
Kate Lee and Lilly Jubas 
winning at fourth, fifth and 
sixth singles respectively.

Just a few hours later, 
the Bears were back on the 
courts against Gustavus 
Adolphus, to similar effect. 
Once again, they took a 2-1 
lead after doubles finished; 
though this time Chionis 
and Deering had a much 
more comfortable 8-1 win. 

For the second time 
that day, Wash. U. then 
took four wins in singles, 

for another 6-3 scoreline. 
Ho, Hodge, Griffith and 
Sajna Tripathy all took 
down their opponents and 
secured a rematch with 
Chicago the next day.

Saturday, it was a case 
of  deja vu all over again 
in doubles, with the Bears 
taking a 2-1 lead after dou-
bles for the third time in as 
many matches. In singles, 
however, it was all about 
the narrow margins.

Two of  the singles 
matches went to third set 
tiebreaks, and Wash. U. 
lost them both. Deering 
dropped her matchup at 
the number two slot, losing 
a dramatic 12-10 tiebreak. 
At the sixth spot, Lee lost 
her tie break 10-5, despite 
winning the first set 6-1. In 
the end, these two narrow 
victories made all the dif-
ference, and the Maroons 
secured a one-point victory.

Despite a sour ending 
to the weekend, Stahlhuth 
was happy with what she 
saw.

“We were happy because 
we made them nervous,” 
she said. “We were right 
there with them.”

Plus, the Bears will get 
a third swing at Chicago 
in just one week, when 
the Maroons make the trip 
down I-55 to play in St. 
Louis. Stahlhuth said that 

in the rematch her team 
will look to continue an 
upward trajectory towards 
the playoffs. 

“We’re looking to peak 
over the next couple weeks, 
like we’ve been talking 
about all season,” she said.

Men’s Tennis

“Today we got to prove 
that we are the best men’s 
college team in Missouri,” 
men’s tennis head coach 
Roger Follmer said 
Saturday afternoon, after 
his team’s 6-3 win over 
Division II Southwest 
Baptist University.

Last weekend, the Bears 
defeated the Show-Me 
State’s other top Division 
II tennis program, 
Northwest Missouri State. 

The win over Southwest 
Baptist was the second of  
Wash. U.’s home stand, 
after a comprehensive 
9-0 shutout of  Millikin 
University. After sitting 
out the match against 
Northwest Missouri, Jason 
Haugen returned to the 
lineup against the Division 
III regional rivals, playing 
singles for the first time 
since Feb. 26 and reuniting 
with Konrad Kozlowski at 
number one doubles.

Haugen and Kozlowski 
got the ball rolling with 

an 8-1 victory, before pair-
ings Jeremy Bush and J.J. 
Kroot, and Bernardo Neves 
and Radha Vishnubhotla 
followed suit. The Bears’ 
dominance continued 
through singles. Johnny 
Wu and John Carswell 
both won their matchups 
in two comfortable sets, as 
did Haugen, Neves, Bush 
and Shaun Berman. 

Follmer decided to play 
it safe with Haugen’s injury 
for the second match. “We 
try to rest him against non-
Division III opponents,” 
Follmer said. “We’re airing 
caution with Jason.” 

Pulling Haugen, how-
ever, meant reshuffling the 
lineup. Bush and Kroot 
moved up to number one 
doubles, while Kozlowski 
paired with freshman 
Robin Engel at number 
three.

“It’s good to get Robin a 
little experience at doubles 
as a freshman,” Follmer 
said.

Against the No. 20 team 
in Division II, the new 
doubles lineup responded, 
with both Vishnubhotla 
and Neves and Kozlowski 
and Engel pulling off  8-6 
victories to give the Bears 
a 2-1 lead. 

Wu was presented with a 
significant challenge in the 
form of  Sherif  Abohabaga, 

the fourth-ranked singles 
player in his division, and 
dropped the match 6-3, 
6-4. The other singles play-
ers, however, would get 
the Bears the wins they 
needed.

At the two spot, Carswell 
earned a comfortable 6-2, 
6-2 win, while Neves, 
Kroot and Engel earned 
three more victories for 
Wash. U., bringing the 
final score to 6-3.

“It’s always good to 
get a win against ranked 
opposition regardless of  
division,” Follmer said, 
though he added that. 
“Our focus is not the rank-
ing, it’s on always getting 
better.” 

Follmer said he was also 
pleased with how his team 
has been able to respond 
to changes in the lineup, 
praising their “next man 
up” attitude.

“We want to have that 
championship attitude 
every time,” he said. 

The Bears will continue 
their stretch of  home 
games this week, hosting 
Rose-Hulman on Monday, 
and No. 39 University of  
Wisconsin-Whitewater on 
Thursday. These matches 
will culminate on Sunday 
with the Bears’ biggest reg-
ular season game against 
the University of  Chicago. 
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PHOTO
SPIRIT OF KOREA 

Korean Student Association and Korean International Student Society teamed up to put 
on the annual Korean cultural showcase featuring traditional and K-pop performances.

“Blood, Sweat, and 
Tears” by BTS

K-Fan

“I Like That” by 
Sistar

“Into the New 
World” by SNSD

Samulnori “Blood, Sweat, and 
Tears” by BTS

Various songs by Girl’s Day “TT” by Twice

ALL PHOTOS BY JIYOON KANG | STUDENT LIFE
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Keep Etta’s Cafe open or provide more options
STAFF EDITORIAL

I
n contrast to 
assertions made 
in the article of  
April 6:

My wife was a 
student (undergradu-
ate and graduate) 
and research staff  
member of  the phys-
ics department for 
about a decade and 
did not find it an 
“uncomfortable place 
for women.”  She 
described this in more 
detail in Student Life 
Jan. 31, 2016.

The tenured and 
tenure-track faculty 
includes people from 
more than a dozen 
different ethnicities 
and races (including 
at least two Latinos, 
apparently a particular 
concern of  the article).  
This should be irrel-
evant (only racists care 
about race and only 
sexists about sex),

but apparently 
your writer is more 
interested in sex and 
ethnicity than in the 
science and teaching 
we do.  We would be 
happy to tell her about 
them.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

JONATHAN KATZ
PROFESSOR 
OF PHYSICS

EDITORIAL CARTOON

ELLA CHOCHREK | STUDENT LIFE

Alternative food options for Sam Fox 
students: What to eat after Etta’s closings

FORUM STAFF

S
everal days ago, 
Washington 
University 
announced it 

would close Etta’s Cafe 
in the Sam Fox School of  
Design & Visual Arts in 
order “to focus on educa-
tion and the quality of  
the programs we offer 
students.” Last time we 
checked, you can’t eat 
an education. By doing 
this, the University has 
essentially prioritized an 
amorphous ideal over 
supporting its students’ 
continued existence. Our 
editorial board realizes 
that this may sound a tad 
melodramatic, but when 
the only additional options 
the University proposes—
Grounds for Change in 
Hillman Hall and Holmes 

Lounge in Ridgley Hall—
close at 2 p.m. and 3 p.m., 
respectively, this change 
signifies that feeding  Sam 
Fox students is clearly not 
a priority.

The email from Bobbe 
Winters, the associate dean 
of  finance, to Sam Fox 
students cited declining 
patronage as the reason 
behind closing Etta’s doors. 
If  the cafe doesn’t meet a 
certain threshold, the Sam 
Fox School needs to make 
up the deficit. Beyond 
our editorial board find-
ing it difficult to believe 
a University with a $6.4 
billion endowment is 
pleading broke, compen-
sating for losing another 
food source cannot only be 
looked at from a proximity 
perspective.

First, as already men-
tioned, the proposed 
alternatives do not carry 
the same hours that Etta’s 
does right now. The cafe, 
which stays open until 5:45 
p.m. four days a week, 
provides students a way to 
get an early dinner should 
they know a late night in 
studio lies ahead. Grabbing 
a snack before hammer-
ing out some work may 
be the only way for some 
of  these students to get 
through the “quality of  the 
programs” that the Sam 
Fox School clearly takes a 
great deal of  pride in. And 
given the time-intensive 
nature of  a Sam Fox course 
load, the distance to the 
next closest food station 
open after 3 p.m.—the 
Danforth University 

Center—becomes a barrier, 
especially in consideration 
of  the fact that Whispers 
Cafe in Olin Library is not 
due to open until spring 
2018, assuming there are 
no further construction 
delays.

The argument that 
Kayak’s Cafe’s proximity 
to the art school makes it a 
viable option seems plau-
sible at first; however, given 
the University’s attempt to 
become more accessible 
to low-income students, 
requiring students to spend 
disposable income—
whether in the form of  
personal funds or Bear 
Bucks that they may not 
have—seems hypocritical. 

Also, speaking plainly, 
why shouldn’t the Sam 
Fox School be required to 

support the cafe as well 
as the educational pro-
grams? Every other school 
on campus has their own 
eatery, why can’t a cafe be 
a required provision built 
into the school’s budget? 
Students do not magically 
sustain themselves on 
their hopes and dreams of  
getting a degree, and the 
obligation to sustain those 
students, at least in part, 
falls on the University. 

Following the initial 
email sent out to explain 
Etta’s closing, student out-
rage in response prompted 
a second email, espousing 
regret for not discussing the 
change more with stu-
dents and delaying a final 
decision for another week. 
While it is commendable 
that the Sam Fox School 

has listened to students’ 
reactions and isn’t bullying 
the initial plan through, the 
fact that the matter is still 
undecided is worrisome. 

Wash. U., while 
nominally an educational 
institution, is also home 
to the students it chooses 
to admit. Wash. U. is not 
a commuter school, and 
it is not just a means to 
a degree. It has, and will 
continue to be, a holistic 
student experience predi-
cated on students living 
and thriving in the immedi-
ate St. Louis community. 
Feeding these students is 
a necessary component 
for them to both live and 
thrive, and closing Etta’s 
closes so many other doors 
to Sam Fox students’ suc-
cess on Wash. U.’s campus.

W
ith talks 
of  the 
seemingly 
imminent 

closing of  Etta’s Cafe in the 
Sam Fox School of  Design & 
Visual Arts—and no new alter-
native eateries in sight—our 
staff  has come up with some 
suggestions for the soon-to-be 
hot dog-less art and architecture 
students. To all of  you artsy 
folk, we salute you. 

DIRT

As all of  Washington 
University knows, one thing 
the University can guarantee 
to all its students is construc-
tion, construction and more 
construction. With the East 
End expansion starting 
up this summer, Sam Fox 
students should consider 
themselves lucky that they 
have such a viable food 
source so close to home. Dirt 
is basically edible, right? It’s 
got, like, nutrients or some-
thing. I took Environmental 
Biology last semester so 
I think I know what I’m 
talking about. Instead of  
the food pyramid, they can 
trade up and use the vastly 
more helpful soil texture 
triangle for all their dietary 
needs. Just think of  all those 
mounds of  hot Missouri clay 
and layers of  sandy loam 
just waiting to get eaten. 
—Aidan Strassmann, Senior 
Forum Editor

A KAYAK

A kayak. No, not food 
from Kayak’s Cafe. An 
actual kayak. I’m sure that 
one kid from your freshman 
floor on the crew team can 

hook you up with a boat. It 
might not be real food, but 
let’s be honest: There’s no 
way a kayak tastes worse 
than Danforth University 
Center pizza. —Ella 
Chochrek, Editor in Chief

STYRENE

In April 2016, the College 
of Architecture claimed 
it was planning to ban the 
use of styrene, a white 
plastic used for building 
models, by the fall. Why? It 
is “reasonably anticipated 
to be a human carcinogen,” 
according to the National 
Toxicology Program. 
Fortunately, styrene is also 
“reasonably anticipated to 
fill the howling void of your 
empty stomach” by at least 
several desperate Sam Fox 
students. As carcinogens go, 
its flavor is slightly better than 
formaldehyde and slightly 
worse than that crispy char 
on grilled meat. Surely you 
can find some stashed away 
in a corner of studio. Don’t 
let its intimidating crunchi-
ness discourage you—it’s 
probably lovely blended up 
into a nutritious shake along 
with some balsa wood, or 
melted as a non-dairy cheese 
substitute on model pizza. 
The possibilities—much 
like your imaginations, you 
talented art and architecture 
students—are limitless. 

—Maddie Wilson, Staff  
Writer

ART

You are what you eat, as 
the saying goes—that’s why 
art students should fill the 
Etta’s void with art itself. 
All you artists have been 
pouring your heart and soul 
into your work—now pour 

your work into your stom-
ach. The best thing about 
my proposal is that there’s 
already a supply of  artwork 
on campus just gathering 
dust, waiting to be devoured 
by hordes of  starving 
Sam Fox students. Within 
months, I predict that the 
Kemper Art Museum will 
be Ibby’s 2.0. People will 
line up to pay 12 meal 
points for a bite of  a Pollock 
(or a glass of  Sangria). Not 
only will Kemper be a new 
campus hot spot, it will 
have enormous educational 
value. If  you’re serious 
about learning, there is no 
excuse for not crumpling up 
a Picasso and cramming it 
down your throat. So stop 
crying over Etta’s, Sam 
Fox kids—and get hype for 
Kemper’s. —Jen McLish, 
Staff  Writer

USE MAGIC

The engineering school 
students are literally right 
there. It’s up to the art 
school students to enlist a 
few of  them to create a way 
for the art students to turn 
drawing pencils into scones 
or clay into a nice bowl of  
pasta. As a special bonus, 
maybe Communication 
Design students will even 
be able to point at a picture 
of  food on the screen in 
front of  them and have it 
appear right before their 
eyes! How? Obviously, the 
easiest way is magic. It can 
happen—I swear it can. I’m 
ready for my letter now. 

—Noa Yadidi, Managing 
Editor

MRES

If  I had to make a bet, 
I would think there’s a 

chance that the entire Sam 
Fox school will have at least 
one microwave next year. 
Actually, I take that back; for 
all we know, Wash. U. might 
just remove all eating-related 
infrastructure over at the art 
school before we’re all gone. 
So in that case, I’m going 
with the safest bet for a good 
food option: MREs (Meals 
Ready to Eat). Prepackaged 
with a flameless heater 
(science is crazy these days, 
folks), MREs are the brilliant 
solution for art students 
stuck in long studios or for 
those feeling really adven-
turous and just wanting to 
punish their taste buds with 
the delicious flavors that 
come in a traditional MRE. 
Highlights include “Chicken 
with Egg Noodles,” “Chili 
with Beans” (and, somehow, 
a side of  cornbread) and 
even a meal called, “Chicken 
chunks.” What could pos-
sibly go wrong? —Peter 
Dissinger, Staff  Writer

EACH OTHER

No one else has the guts 
to come out and say it, so 
I guess I will. Two words: 
Hunger Games. They just all 
eat each other. (I know that’s 
not what the hunger games 
are, but shh.) They fight to 
the death, cook the dead, 
have a nice roast with the 
dead. The job market wants 
tougher art majors anyway, 
which is a well-known fact; 
so let’s let some artificial 
natural selection make it 
easier for all of  us. If  they’re 
vegetarian, then they can 
eat the trees or the grass or 
something outside of  the 
art school. Or they could 
just walk like 10 minutes to 
the DUC, but that’s a little 
extreme. —Sean Lundergan, 
Staff  Writer



Charlotte Jones doesn’t 
really read magazines. She 
doesn’t particularly like fash-
ion, either. 

That’s not really what you’d 
expect to hear from the senior 
who was an editor of Armour 
by her freshman spring and 
one of its editors-in-chief a 
year later, a position she’s 
maintained. But fashion isn’t 
what inspires her. Neither are 
magazines. It’s everything else. 

“I did like fashion entering 
college,” she says. “[Not liking 
fashion] is a joke, but also 
it’s not really a joke because 
fashion as an institution, I 
dislike. Fashion as a thing that 
you wear on your body and 
express yourself with, I love.”

Of the four editors-in-chief  
of Armour, Washington 
University’s style and culture 
magazine, Jones and fellow 
senior Paulina Gallagher take 
charge of the print side. Web 
is headed up by seniors Aviva 
Mann and Luke Summerlin. 

But what started as a 
magazine and Tumblr page 
six years ago, focusing mainly 
on street style and what people 
“should” be wearing, has 
now evolved into an 88-page 
“piece of art,” as Gallagher 
puts it. A major rebrand of the 
magazine’s image, goals and 
marketing approach two sum-
mers ago took the staff in a 
new, refocused direction—one 
apparent in the magazine’s lat-
est edition, issue 18, released 
this past Friday.

“There seemed to be a dis-
connect between the intellect 
of the Wash. U. community 
and the content we were 
producing because the inquisi-
tiveness just wasn’t there about 
questioning fashion versus just 
reporting fashion,” Jones says 
of the magazine before the 
rebrand. “It’s like, OK, I think 
we should expand the sphere 
out of just fashion.”

“It used to that a [political 
science] major would come 
to Armour as an escape and 
write an article about shoes,” 
Gallagher adds. “Whereas 
now, we say, ‘You’re PoliSci? 
Find the intersection of style, 
culture and PoliSci.’”

Jones was an integral part 
of the rebrand and recounts 
how she spent hours of her 
summer after work, skipping 
dinners to Skype then-editors-
in-chief Lily Sullivan and 
Grant Phillips who were three 
time zones away from her.

But the rebrand didn’t 
only focus on the magazine’s 
message. The group made the 
choice to move from a two 
44-page issue per semester 
model to a single 88-pager. 
They also decided, in order to 
maintain a cohesive design, to 
have all the magazine’s design 
done by one person instead of  
outsourcing different spreads 
to different designers. 

Not much pushback came 
from this change, though, 
partially because not too many 
people were involved then. 

“I think for those who just 
wanted it to look better—they 
were happy,” Jones says. “If  
they didn’t really care about 
the content, then they don’t 
care about the content and 
[will] let me care about the 
content, right?”

***
The creation of an issue 

begins with a staff-wide 
brainstorm meeting, where 
the editors-in-chief begin by 
restating the new goals of the 
publication. 

“That’s my favorite,” Jones 
says. “I think it’s so much fun, 
especially with the rebrand, 
because we established [that] 
it’s style and culture; it’s not 

fashion. We’re not going to 
focus on trends. Focus on 
questions, focus on ideas: 
What have you seen? What’s 
happening? What’s new?” 

The team writes up classic 
brainstorming rules on the 
board: defer your judgments, 
no talking over one another, 
crazy ideas welcome, “not no, 
but yes and”—all in an effort 
to garner ideas from everyone 
involved. Then, the editors-in-
chief decide what content will 
be for the magazine and what 
will be for the website. 

That’s when they decide 
what the issue’s theme will be.

“It’s very organic,” Jones 
says. “It’s not like I come in 
and [am] like, ‘OK, this is 
what we need to do.’ It’s much 
more a curated way of show-
casing what people [have] on 
top of mind.”

For this issue, that theme is 
“taboo.” The theme is evoked 
immediately just from the 
cover alone—a photo of a 
black and white mannequin. 
It’s “striking,” as Jones put it, 
and if weren’t for the man-
nequin’s missing arm, it would 
be easy to confuse it as real.

“It’s kind of taboo in that 
it’s naked, but it’s a manne-
quin, and we’ve had people on 
the cover always,” Jones says.

From there, stories get 
written and edited, mod-
els dressed, photographs 
taken and layouts designed. 
The entire process—from 
brainstorming to the final 
design—takes about 10 weeks 
in total. But once the stories 
get assigned, the chaos begins.

“[It’s] absolute mayhem,” 
Jones says. (“Mayhem, may-
hem,” Gallagher nods along 
in agreement).

Each editor gets assigned 
to different articles, and 
each of the editors-in-chief  
gets assigned to different 
editorials—or photo spreads—
requiring more planning of  
logistics, like finding clothes, 
models and locations. The 
team also outsources illustra-
tions from people not on 
Armour’s staff.

“Always, always, the biggest 
challenge with Armour is 
deadlines. If we did this the 
four of us, we could finish 
this in a month. But because 
we want 40 people working 
on this, it takes exponentially 
longer,” Jones says with a 
laugh. “The other challenge 
with design is that the more 
time the better and, of course, 
we never have more time.”

They usually plan about 
three weeks for design but end 
up with about two. 

“We’ll always try to push up 
deadlines so there’s more time 
to design before the date we 
have to get it to the publisher,” 
Gallagher says.

“This year went pretty well, 
though,” Jones adds.

The editorials are spread 
out over about two months. 
But the work for the editors 
never stops. When they’re 
not editing or designing, they 
are constantly answering 
questions from other staff  
members and dealing with 
specific shoots’ logistics.

“It honestly comes down 
to the two days before,” 
Gallagher says of the produc-
tion process.

“Honestly, [it’s] kind of my 
favorite, thought. Being right 
there, being like, ‘Can you 
move that photo one millime-
ter to the right?’,” Jones adds.

This issue boasts editori-
als that include close ups of  
people’s facial features and 
shots of coffee tables and what 
lie on them, as well as photos 
of models sporting a new line 
of “Archie” comic-themed 
clothing. 

Jones, though, was 
particularly attached to and 

enlightened by a piece she 
wrote on a coin Laundromat, 
where many Wash. U. stu-
dents leave their clothing to be 
laundered for them. 

“It was really difficult to 
write because, you know, I had 
a word count, and it should be 
a thesis on these interactions 
with this laundromat,” Jones 
says. “It’s kind of cheeky 
because it’s like fashion, 
OK, but laundry—like dirty 
laundry.” 

She expected those who 
worked there to be resentful of  
the “rich” Wash. U. kids leav-
ing their laundry to be done 
for them when others do their 
own using coins. However, she 
found them not too be both-
ered because, at the end of the 
day, it was still business. 

“[There’s] the whole 
Delmar divide and different 
neighborhoods, and then race 
gets involved. And I’m like, 
‘How am I supposed to write 
this in a few words?’” Jones 
says. 

***
When Jones and Gallagher 

went to their first Armour 
meeting their freshman spring, 
the group didn’t even have an 
Instagram account. Gallagher 
made the Instagram her pet 
project (it now has over 1,300 
followers), eventually creating 
the director of marketing posi-
tion, now held by three people.  

“I created a position for 
myself—I was social media 
manager because we didn’t 
have anything. Did we even 
have a Facebook?” Gallagher 
recalls.

“I honestly don’t remem-
ber,” Jones responds.

The early days’ failures 
in marketing are hard to 
imagine, though, as the two 
sit in matching white long 
sleeve shirts with a distinctive 
Armour “a” on the left chest 
and the magazine’s name in 
thick black down the right 
sleeve. (“It’s technically a cus-
tom font!” Gallagher points 
out.) The group’s official 
release outside the Danforth 
University Center on Friday 
even included custom cookies 
with the same black “a” over-
laid in white icing. 

Much of the marketing 
success can be attributed to 
the rebrand and Gallagher’s 
efforts to improve the maga-
zine’s social media presence. 
But that’s not the only thing 
the two have seen change dur-
ing their time on Armour. 

“Just organizationally, 
we’ve grown a lot. So, when 
we were young, it was so easy 
for us to become leaders really 
fast,” Gallagher says. “As 
we’ve grown with the market-
ing we’ve done, we’ve made it 
more into a big event when the 
issue comes out. So, that’s a 
bigger deal now, the distribu-
tion of the actual issue and 
actually having events through 
Armour.” 

And people have noticed. 
Last year, the group decided 
to require people to apply and 
interview in order to be on 
staff, which they noticed was 
not the ideal model for the 
publication. Over 140 students 
applied for a mere 20 spots. 

“It just didn’t work,” 

Gallagher says. “Some kids 
that we said no kind of  
arbitrarily to—just because 
there were so many—ended 
up coming back on staff and 
being really productive and 
those we said, ‘Yes, amazing, 
you’re now on staff’ didn’t end 
up being as productive.”

Jones says learning from 
that experience was one way 
she personally grew and 
changed, particularly as a 
leader. They quickly scrapped 
the interview model going for-
ward. Instead, once someone 
has contributed three pieces to 
the magazine’s website they’re 
considered to be on “staff.”

“We really don’t want to 
be exclusive,” Gallagher says. 
“We want everyone who 
wants to write and produce 
content to be able to.”

But, that’s not the only dif-
ficulty the group faces. More 
publicly, they’ve been known 
to take some heat from the 
general Wash. U. community. 

“I think what’s a challenge 
for Armour in particular, 
which might be different from 
other publications, is that we 
get a lot of flack sometimes,” 
Jones says. “Whenever you’re 
going a style, appearance, 
beauty-focused thing, you’re 
going to get a little flack for 
that, which I think is totally 
great. Give us s--- when we 
need to get s--- on.” 

***
But for the four editors-

in-chief, their Armour run is 
coming to an end as “taboo,” 
as issue 18 will go down as 
their final one. And passing 

the torch—especially for 
something they’ve seen grow 
so much—won’t be easy.

“I think that’s what I’m 
struggling with a little,” 
Gallagher says. “The four of  
us have really seen all of the 
changes in Armour, and a 
lot of the newer staff they’ve 
come in and … not seeing the 
changes is different.” 

“It’s naive for us to think 
it’s going to stay the same,” 
Jones adds. “It’s changed since 
last year, so I’m excited to see 
how they determine what the 
changes they want to make 
are.”

Both say they’re excited to 
see what the future holds for 
the magazine. However, for 
both, fashion isn’t the future. 
At least, not their near future.

For Gallagher, that future is 
tech. She realized fashion, at 
least for now, wasn’t the field 
she wanted to pursue profes-
sionally after a business class 
her sophomore year took her 
to New York for luxury goods. 
She hopes that, one day, find-
ing the intersection of fashion 
and tech could have her revisit-
ing her collegiate passion. 

For Jones, this decision 
comes back to her back and 
forth relationship with fashion 
in general. 

“If you are seen as a 
fashionable person, or you like 
fashion or are trendy, I feel like 
it has a very neutralizing effect 
on everything else about you,” 
Jones says. “It’s just such an 
easy thing to see. And so I hate 
loving fashion in some regard 
because I feel like it’s such a 
singular focus of identity.”
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