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WUSTOCK RECAP 
Daya performed at 
the annual concert 
on the Swamp to a 
small crowd 
(Cadenza, pg 3)

BIG SWEEP 
Baseball wins all 
four games this 
weekend against 
UAA rival Emory  
(Sports, pg 5) CARNAVAL

(Photo, pg 6)
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New Space

DUC Event Man-
agement will move 

to thre first floor,  to 
the current location 

of parts of the Office 
of Campus Life.

Student Life moved into its current 
space in 2007 from the Women’s 
Building along with other media 
groups, like KWUR, which is currently 
located in the Harvey Media Center.

The Center for Diversity and Inclusion was originally 
founded as the Mosaic Project in the spring of 2013. 
The CDI is currently located on the second floor of Olin 
Library and will move into Student Life’s current space.

The current DUC Event 
Management office will 
be renovated over the 
summer and will house 
the new Student Life 
workspace.

In the only contested Congress 
of the South 40 election, freshman 
Reana Elder prevailed to become the 
new speaker of the South 40. 

Elder edged out freshman 
Madison Siguenza, garnering 55.5 
percent of the vote to Siguenza’s 
43.5 percent. Siguenza will assume 
the role of director of development. 
Priyanshu Jain, Jack Frischer and 
Lucas Lingham, all freshmen, ran 
uncontested for director of services, 
director of public relations and direc-
tor of finance, respectively. They will 
join Elder and Siguenza on the 2017-
2018 CS40 executive board. 

While the newly elected exec 
board has yet to discuss their over-
all vision for the upcoming year, all 
five share a common vision to con-
tinue advocacy on behalf of students 

and increase participation in CS40 
overall. 

Because former CS40 Speaker 
Kyle Jeter already assumed the role 
of vice president of programming 
on Student Union’s Exec, Elder has 
already begun her transition into her 
position, and other exec members are 
soon to follow. The new exec board 
will not formally take the helm, how-
ever, until April 25. 

“We will all be transitioning within 
the next couple of months by going 
to their meetings and sitting in on 
their office hours—whatever they do, 
we just kind of shadow them. So, we 
will transition, but we will also lead 
an assembly [during] the last week 
of April. We will also be having a 
banquet so that we can get more con-
nected. Next year, we will be doing 
everything,” Elder said. 

In addition to continuing to offer 
the Opportunity Fund, Langham 

hopes to increase the visibility of  
a fund set aside for student groups 
lacking funding from SU. 

“The previous director of finance, 
[sophomore] Daniel Grossman, did 
a really good job of getting out the 
word that we have a certain fund to 
give to student groups because not 
many people know that,” Langham 
said. “We had all this money that 
we didn’t have anyone to give it to 
because no one requested it. I will 
definitely be trying to get that going 
and get the word out to SU groups 
that maybe can’t get their funding.”

Frischer noted that his main goal 
is to foster increased interaction 
between individual college councils.

“It is difficult for us to meet all col-
lege council members because only 
one of us goes to their weekly meet-
ings and also not every person goes 
to assembly. So, maybe switching 
up exec spots for weekly meetings 

and trying to interact with as many 
people as we can within CS40 is 
probably a goal of mine for next 
year,” Frischer said. 

Elder commented on the lack 
of discussions surrounding sexual 
violence, especially violence affect-
ing the LGBTQIA* community. 
She hopes to tackle this issue during 
her tenure by creating an inclusive 
environment within the CS40 
community. 

“There is a lot of sexual violence 
that goes on on college campuses 
but...a lot of people don’t talk about 
that. Also, when I went to the diver-
sity and inclusion roundtable, I 
noticed the queer community,” Edler 
said. “Oftentimes ,there’s not a lot 
of conversation about that as well 
and so I want to...open up the topic 
and promote those more, so that 
people can feel more included and 
welcome.”

New CS40 exec hopes to increase participation, diversity
CHALAUN LOMAX
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

CHALAUN LOMAX
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Following a series of  discus-
sions beginning in the fall of  
2016, Student Affairs has desig-
nated new spaces in the Danforth 
University Center for the Center 
for Diversity and Inclusion and 
Student Life Newspaper begin-
ning next school year. 

The Center for Diversity and 
Inclusion (CDI) will be moved 
to the office space Student Life 
currently occupies on the DUC’s 
third floor. Student Life, which 
is independent of   Washington 
University, will move into the 
DUC Event Management office 
on the third floor and that office 
will move to the first floor of  the 
DUC. Campus Life offices will 
be consolidated into one space on 
the second floor of  the building. 

Student Affairs is also in talks 
with Student Union’s execu-
tive board to resolve issues 
with the organization’s current 
office space, following increased 
demand for consolidation of  SU 
offices on the DUC’s north end 
to one floor. 

Associate Vice Chancellor 
for Student Affairs Rob Wild 
acknowledged the domino effect 
created by the the CDI’s move 
and emphasized the importance 
of  revitalizing the third floor of  
the DUC.

“We need to move the CDI 
over to the DUC and that creates 
a domino [effect]. Although we 
knew all of  this was likely going 

to happen late last summer, it 
took us a while to work with the 
architects to figure out where 
the right fits were for different 
offices,” Wild said. “One of  the 
things we’ve realized is that the 
third floor is not really a well-vis-
ible place, sopart of  this project 
involves opening up the stairwell 
next to the fun room.”

Following increased student 
demand, the CDI was created 
and has been housed in a tem-
porary space in Olin Library 
since its inception. Plans have 
long existed to move its never-
permanent spaces, according 
to Vice Chancellor for Student 
Affairs Lori White. Construction 
is slated to begin in May, and all 
moves should be finished before 
the star of  the fall 2017 semester. 

Student Life offered 
Student Affairs a variety of  
suggestions to grant CDI the nec-
essary space while maintaining 
as much square footage as pos-
sible, according to Washington 
University Student Media Board 
member Bill Freivogel. 

“We weren’t very happy with 
the sort of  conclusion being 
reached before any discussions 
had actually begun, and by 
that I mean the conclusion that 
there needed to be—that the 
center needed to move into our 
space—before there was actually 
discussion about how we might 
alter our use of  the space in order 
to make more space on the third 
floor,” Freivogel said. 

While the current plan enables 
Student Life to remain on the 
third floor, Frievogel notes the 
impact that the considerable 
reduction in space will have on 
the paper’s pre-orientation pro-
gram, Freshman Press. 

“The initial reduction that 
was proposed by the University 
was about a third. They gave 
us back a few hundred square 
feet; it’s now about 30 percent, 
he said. “But that the biggest 
issue is with Freshman Press, 
where there is not enough room 
in the new space to accommo-
date everybody that’s involved 
in Freshman Press. And that’s 
unfortunate given the desires of  
Student Life and Student Affairs 
that Freshman Press continue to 
be vigorous and continue to be 
expanded if  anything.” 

Additional requests made by 
Student Life include the addi-
tion of  a portion of  the Liberman 
Graduate Center to address space 
shortages, a reduction in monthly 
rent paid to the University and a 
commitment to maintain and 
update computers and software 
in the newsroom. These requests 
were rejected due to Student 
Affairs’ budget constraints, 
according to Wild. 

In a 1999 agreement signed 
between the University and 
Student Life, the University 
stated that it would to pay a 
publisher’s fee in exchange for 
allowing the paper to become an 
independent organization and to 

publish without administrative 
influence. Wild argued the lack 
of  funding available to update 
technology within the Student 
Life newsroom was largely due 
to the ongoing costs of  this fee. 

“When we moved, in 2007, 
Student Life out of  the Women’s 
Building into the Danforth 
University Center, we never 
raised the rent. The University 
found that Student Life was 
already receiving a significant 
discount on the use of  their space 
so we were not going to reduce 
the rent any further, although 
we are committed to keeping the 
rent at the same low cost,” Wild 
said. 

Members of  Student Affairs’ 
staff  engaged with an outside 
consulting group and visited 
the newsroom of  the Daily 
Northwestern at Northwestern 
University in hopes of  creating 
a space conducive to newspa-
per production despite the space 
reduction. White noted the diffi-
culty of  accommodating student 
organizations and emphasized 
uncertainty about the future of  
layout plans at the University. 

“Our campus has a long-term 
master plan. And [for] campuses 
like ours that are landlocked, 
that’s really challenging. We can’t 
create space that doesn’t exist. I 
think the University will have to 
continue to think really creatively 
about how to do that best. And 
I don’t know quite at this point 
what that looks like,” she said. 

SAE Kappa 
Karaoke dance 
appears to 
mimic sexual 
assault, prompts 
apology
SAM SEEKINGS
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

SEE SAE, PAGE 2

Sigma Alpha Epsilon’s perfor-
mance at Kappa Kappa Gamma’s 
philanthropy week-ending Kappa 
Karaoke—an annual event in which 
Greek organizations perform cho-
reographed dances before a panel of  
judges—appeared to mimic sexual 
assault to some audience members, 
prompting swift apologies from both 
SAE and KKG.

The March 25 performance, which 
included a feigned slap across the face 
during a sexually charged sequence 
and a member pushing another to the 
ground and rolling over him, was cho-
reographed by several senior members 
in SAE and KKG coaches assigned to 
the fraternity as part of their philan-
thropy week.

The performance made some 
members of the audience uncomfort-
able, with several attendees reporting 
feeling triggered by what they saw as 
simulations of sexual assault.

In response to complaints about the 
event, SAE president and junior Yano 
Windmiller sent an email offering 
an apology to sorority chapter heads 
Monday, March 26.

“I am writing to address our perfor-
mance at Kappa Karaoke yesterday. 
I would like to extend my most sin-
cere and unqualified apology. We 
fully understand the gravity of sexual 
assault and in no way were we intend-
ing to make references to assault,” 
the email read. “That being said, it is 
extremely clear to me and to my entire 
chapter how our performance could 
have been interpreted in this way.”

In addition to Windmiller’s email, 
sorority heads received another email 
the same day from sophomore Ashlyn 
Elftmann, KKG’s philanthropy chair. 

“We know there was at least one 
organization whose dance triggered 
some individuals, especially sur-
rounding the topic of sexual assault,” 
the email read. “I would like to extend 
my personal apology.”

While both representatives detailed 
actions being taken to address the per-
formance, Windmiller specified that 
SAE will take disciplinary measures.

“We’d like to make it clear that we 
will be dealing with the issue internally 
and externally,” Windmiller’s email 
read. “Our Bystander Intervention 
Chair will be working with the cam-
pus Title IX office and with members 
of the chapter. In addition, with the 
support of my chapter, which views 
these actions as inappropriate, I will 
be advocating to send the SAE cho-
reographers to our Standards Board.”

In addition to the actions being 
taken by the individual chapters, 
Women’s Panhellenic Association will 
review the incident.

“The Women’s Panhellenic 
Association will be working with 
all sorority chapters to evaluate the 
culture of philanthropy events,” 
Women’s Panhellenic Association 
president and junior Arielle Hamburg 
wrote in a statement to Student Life.

Kappa Karaoke raises money for 
its causes both by selling tickets to the 
event and by charging organizations a 
participation fee.

This year, the cause of the 
event was to support Reading Is 
Fundamental, which aims to elimi-
nate illiteracy, and Project Backpack 
St. Louis, which distributes backpacks 
to children in the St. Louis area who 
have been removed from their homes 

NOA YADIDI | STUDENT LIFE
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MONDAY 3

Meditation Mondays
Sumers Recreation Center, Zenker Wellness Suite, 3 p.m. 
Free guided meditation and progressive muscle relaxation sessions. Open only to Wash-
ington University faculty, staff  and students. Sessions begin at 3 p.m. and at 4 p.m. (Join 
one or both sessions.)  

TUESDAY 4

ArtSci Council Presents: KTRS DJ McGraw Milhaven
College Hall, 5:30 p.m.
Join ArtSci Council to enjoy a presentation by McGraw Milhaven, reporter and critically 
acclaimed St. Louis radio host. Milhaven will speak on his experience in the entertain-
ment industry and getting started in communications and programming.

THURSDAY 5

Mx. WashU presents: The Bachelor X
Mallinckrodt Center, Edison Theatre, 7 p.m.
The five Mx. WashU candidates will take part in what they have been preparing for all 
year: Mx. WashU presents the Bachelor X! Who will receive the final rose? Who will 
prevail? You’ll never know unless you come to the show! 

theFLIPSIDE
EVENT CALENDAR

MON 3
THUNDERSTORMS 
68/52

TUES 4
SCATTERED SHOWERS
66/52

WED 5
THUNDERSTORMS
60/41

Following President Donald 
Trump’s election in November, 
Chancellor Mark Wrighton, 
on behalf of Washington 
University, released a statement 
emphasizing the importance of  
“[continuing] to make progress 
in enhancing diversity in our 
community and in creating 
an environment where all feel 
welcome.” 

Students and faculty note 
the importance of Washington 
University—and of Wrighton 
in particular—in creating a 
welcoming University environ-
ment for people from different 
backgrounds. 

After his initial statement, 
Wrighton continued to dis-
cuss Washington University’s 
place in the national political 
landscape over the next few 
months, putting out a series of  
statements that culminated in 
an appearance on CNN dur-
ing which he directly criticized 
Trump’s executive order. The 
order, recently struck down, 
proposed a complete ban 
on immigrants from seven 
Muslim-majority countries 
entering the United States.

“The executive order issued 
by the President undermines 
our effort to strengthen our 
ties internationally and under-
mines our efforts to build 
collaborations that are going 
to contribute to a stronger, 
more vibrant U.S. economy,” 
Wrighton said on CNN.

According to Vice Provost 
for Admissions and Financial 
Aid Ronne Turner, creating a 
diverse community starts with 
the admissions process.

“One of the great things 
about Washington University 
is that we are striving to make 
sure we have students from all 
over the United States and the 
world, from all socioeconomic, 

racial and ethnic back-
grounds,” Turner said.

Vice Chancellor for 
International Affairs James 
Wertsch noted some of the 
benefits of a global community.

“We need to create context 
where you’re going to run into 
people from China, Israel, 
Russia, and Mexico so you 
can hear things that sometimes 
are shocking but lead to great 
learning experiences and a 
complete education,” Wertsch 
said.

Although courts are still 
reviewing the constitutionality 
of the executive order, Turner 
believes that its effects are 
already being felt around the 
world and noted the potential 
for the order to impact inter-
national students’ decision to 
come to the U.S.

“The United States has long 
been the destination of choice 
for international students,” 
Turner said. “But if we’re no 
longer perceived as welcoming, 
that might have an impact.”

Professor of international 
law Leila Sadat also believes 
these effects are more than just 
hypothetical.

“What’s happening is the 
U.S. is being seen by other 
countries not directly affected 
by the ban as unfriendly,” 
Sadat said. “What I’m see-
ing at the law school level is 
international students going to 
other schools outside the U.S.”

Sadat also noted that many 
around the world see the 
current president as “unpre-
dictable” and are therefore 
scared of coming to the United 
States.

“The sad part is that a lot 
of what we try to do as a 
University is build bridges, but 
now, it’s as if someone took a 
sledgehammer to the bridge 
and said no one could cross 
anymore,” Sadat said. “We’re 
retreating into our little United 

States, which isn’t a very 
plausible solution in the 21st 
century.”

Turner said that the 
University remains apolitical in 
their actions despite Wrighton’s 
comments. 

“We work hard to be a wel-
coming community for all 
students, and it’s important 
that we continue that work 
regardless of what happens 
from a political perspective,” 
Turner said.

While freshman Saransh 
Gothi believes that it is unnec-
essary for the University to take 
further action against the travel 
ban, he also noted the impor-
tance of supporting the growth 
of a global community. 

“[Washington University]’s 
global community may not 
be the largest of all the ones 
on a college campus, but it 
makes itself known. Ashoka 
and other organizations 
have various events through-
out the year like Diwali that 
made me feel right at home. 
It is really important to have 
a global community because 
all students should have expo-
sure to all cultures,” Gothi 
said. “There’s not much 
[Washington University] can 
do in the face of the proposed 
ban except letting everyone 
know that they vehemently 
oppose it; it is essential that 
everyone feels safe here.”

Sadat still thinks there is 
more for the University to 
do and noted that some col-
leges around the country have 
gone further in their efforts to 
oppose the ban, taking efforts 
such as declaring themselves 
sanctuary campuses. 

“Preventing students who 
haven’t done anything wrong 
from coming into our country 
just isn’t humane,” Sadat said. 
“So, I think it’s time people 
that also feel that way should 
stand up for it.”

WU speaks out against immigration 
ban to secure global community
BAILEY WINSTON
STAFF REPORTER

SAE from page 1 
because of abuse and neglect. 

According to Alpha 
Omicron Pi president 
Elaine Cole, a junior, Greek 
events should be about the 
philathrophy.

“I think honestly, and 
not just with Kappa Kappa 
Gamma but with every Greek 
organization, we want to 
engage people, but we also 
really want to focus on our 
philanthropy,” she said. “I 
think Campus Life is work-
ing hard on doing that not just 
recruitment wise…but also 
just generally trying to bring it 
back to values based stuff that 
we’re doing.”

While acknowledging the 
difficulty in maintaining stu-
dent interest and highlighting 
philanthropic efforts, a mem-
ber of Pi Beta Phi believes 

that the event has been hyper-
sexualized and much of the 
responsibility lies with KKG. 

 “[SAE] was the first dance 
to go, and for that reason 
they are being accused of foul 
play, but many other dances 
(performed by sororities and 
fraternities) were muc h more 
sexual and even violent than 
theirs. [KKG] has set a prec-
edent in the last [few] years 
that Kappa Karaoke is an 
overtly sexual event. It’s about 
raunchy dancing. The fact 
that people were offended and 
bothered, is very unfortunate, 
and that isn’t OK. I think, 
however, that the responsibil-
ity for the offensiveness lays 
on the shoulders of [KKG] 
for advertising their event as 
sexual and for allowing their 
coaches to choreograph in that 

way,” she said.
For many in Greek life, the 

incident was particularly prob-
lematic because it dealt with 
sexual assault, a problem that 
has plagued the community.

“It’s definitely an issue, 
and statistically. the chances 
of someone being sexually 
assaulted during college goes 
up if they are a member of a 
Greek organization,” Cole 
said. “That’s terrifying per-
sonally. And it’s sad, and it’s 
something we need to fix.”

Assistant Director of  
Leadership & Fraternity/Sorority 
Life David Stetter could not be 
reached for comment

Editor’s Note: Editor-in-Chief  
Ella Chochrek is a member of  
Alpha Omicron Pi and was not 
involved in the writing or reporting 
of  this story.



After months of  attempted 
hype for Daya built up by 
the Social Board of  the 
Congress of  the South 40, 
many students still came to 
the Swamp for WUStock on 
Saturday with the perspec-
tive, “Who’s Daya?” After 
an afternoon of sparsely 
populated openers, the 
Swamp finally began to 
start filling up about half  an 
hour before Daya’s entrance. 
When she did come on and 
begin to perform songs from 
her recently released album, 
“Sit Still, Look Pretty,” the 
Swamp was still only par-
tially filled.

Daya started her set 
with low energy, but as she 
continued and moved into 
her more well-known songs, 
such as “Hide Away” and 

“Words,” she gained energy 
and enthusiasm. 

Throughout the set, 
one of  the highlights was 
the band. The bass player, 
keyboardist and drummer all 
played with enthusiasm and 
skill. The three band mem-
bers seemed to be having a 
better time performing than 
Daya herself.

One of  the biggest things 
holding back WUStock was 
the crowd itself. Without a 
strong knowledge of  Daya 
or her songs, there wasn’t 
a huge amount of  hype in 
the crowd. What was good 
music wasn’t appreciated 
to the extent it could have 
been. Daya repeatedly tried 
to get the crowd to sing 
along, but the vast major-
ity of  the people in the 
audience didn’t know her 
music. In the moments when 
people knew her music, the 

atmosphere became a lot 
more energized.

Calls by Daya for 
“Washington U.” to sing 
along fell on deaf ears as 
did her occasional “Go 
Bears!”. The issue was that 
the majority of  the crowd 
was not excited for Daya and 
Daya couldn’t make them 
excited. 

Near the end of  the show, 
the set really picked up. 
Daya performed her two 
best-known songs, a remixed 
version of  her album’s epon-
ymous track “Sit Still, Look 
Pretty” and her song with 
the Chainsmokers, “Don’t 
Let Me Down.” Both of  
these tracks were known by 
most of  the crowd and actual 
dancing began to occur. This 
dancing was short lived as 
the set soon ended and Daya 
rushed off  to Mudd House 
while her band was still 

playing the end of  “Sit Still, 
Look Pretty.”

All in all, WUStock was 
a fun experience: The music 
was good and the weather 

was pleasant. Although it 
would have been even better 
if  the students in the crowd 
were more into it, the atmo-
sphere of  WUStock was a 

fun one, but there just wasn’t 
the enthusiasm or energy 
needed to make WUStock 
anything more than simply 
good.
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Derulo better WILD choice over rumored A$AP Rocky pick

Before releasing his 
debut album, A$AP Rocky 
appeared on a 2012 BET 
cypher with Joey Bada$$, 
Childish Gambino and Angel 
Haze, anchoring the medley 
with the iconic sign off: “My 
first four words was f--- you, 
pay me.” While Childish 
Gambino would go on to 
grace the WILD stage two 
years later in the spring of  
2014, A$AP seems to have 
taken the “f--- you” and not 
the “pay me” route for the 
spring 2017 iteration, despite 
rumors swirling of  an assured 
A$AP appearance and even a 
WUnderground “news article” 
all but confirming the pick 
before spring break.

Instead, Social 
Programming Board 
announced Jason Derulo as 
the headliner for April 28 with 
Natalie La Rose as the open-
ing act. With at least eight 
well-known, easily recogniz-
able hit songs, Derulo is by 
far the better pick for spring 
WILD and represents what all 

students should want: a high-
energy, outdoor party to blow 
off  a full semester’s worth of  
stress.

Don’t get me wrong: I 
love A$AP Rocky. The show 
would have been a bumping, 
chaotic drunk-fest…for the 
500 people who actually went. 
But with Jason Derulo, more 
likely than not you’ll get a 
packed Brookings Quadrangle 
where all 2,000 attendees 
are screaming the words to 
“Whatcha Say.” And “Ridin’ 
Solo.” And “Trumpets.” And 
“Talk Dirty.” It’ll be like 
All-American Rejects all over 
again but with less creepy 
interludes and a whole lot 
more production value and 

dancing.
It’s that last point that 

makes Derulo the better 
choice—he makes dance 
music ripe for an unforget-
table experience; A$AP makes 
songs you bang your head 
to or sway side-to-side. SPB 
wants WILD to be a party 
first and a concert second, and 
Derulo makes that a reality.

Also, for SPB to get an artist 
who just put a single in the 
Top 100 is a coup in itself. 
No more taking chances on 
then-unproven artists as the 
main act (*cough* Chance, 
Childish, Kygo *cough*) or 
washed-up throwbacks (move 
along, AAR), SPB went all-
out for this WILD. For the 

group to have the opportunity 
to even bring an artist who 
is established and still mak-
ing hits represents a focused 
attempt to appeal to the largest 
section of  the student body, 
which—believe it or not—
listens to mainstream music 
and enjoys it! Coupled with 
Natalie La Rose, a rising artist 
with a hit song of  her own, 
SPB has taken full advantage 
of  their increased spring 
WILD budget. 

The last time SPB followed 
a model similar to this one, 
Icona Pop and Griz appeared 
on the Beaumont Pavilion. 
Also widely critiqued by 
students on social media 
prior, that WILD saw Icona 
Pop put on a fantastic show 
with plenty of  energy and 
Griz blow up in popularity 
afterwards. 

It may not be what you were 
expecting, but Spring WILD is 
back and definitely better than 
what it could have been. At 
the very least, it’s a free(ish) 
show for two artists most of  us 
probably wouldn’t see other-
wise. And best of  all, there’s 
no politics attached.

WESLEY JENKINS
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

WILD Reactions

Whatcha Say?

Jason Derulo at a regular time 
would be fun but given the op-

tions you have available, it’s not 
as memorable as it could’ve been.

Elem Nwuke  
Freshman

Julie Merrell 
Junior

“I am leaving town the day of  
WILD to avoid our campus 

during WILD. Jason Derulo I 
feel totally indifferent toward.”

I don’t think anyone is going 
to go to seriously enjoy the 

work of  musical genius, but it’s 
lighthearted and funny. It’s like a 
meme. He’s a meme, he’s not real.

Abby Rochman 
Sophomore

Jason Derulo

WUStock offers pleasant afternoon in spite of lackluster crowd
JOSH ZUCKER
STAFF WRITER

Daya performs at WUStock 2017, held on the South 40 Swamp. The Grammy award-winning pop 
singer, performed a set including her hit songs “Hide Away” and “Don’t Let Me Down.” 

JIYOON KANG | STUDENT LIFE

JUSTIN HO | STUDENT LIFE
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SPORTS
Baseball completes four-game sweep against 10th-ranked Emory

Pitching on his birthday, senior 
Brad Margolin delivered a perfor-
mance worth celebrating. On Friday, 
in the first game of Washington Uni-
versity’s series against 10th-ranked 
Emory University, Margolin struck 
out nine and allowed only one hit 
in a complete game shutout. At the 
plate, the Bears tallied three runs 
on nine hits, eight of them against 
Emory starter Billy Dimlow, the 
reigning UAA Pitcher of the Week.

The first three innings lived up to 
expectations as a pitchers’ duel, as 
both Dimlow and Margolin recorded 
their first nine outs without allowing 
a hit. But the fourth inning is where 
the two teams would diverge. Lead-
ing off the top half of the inning, 
Emory shortstop Nick Chambers hit 

a deep drive to right field, but junior 
right fielder Auggie Mense tracked 
the ball down at the wall to make an 
impressive catch. 

“It’s nice that even when I missed 
spots, I have guys like Auggie Mense 
out there who made a terrific catch, 
sticking with that ball that kept car-
rying,” Margolin said. “All around, I 
was able to use my defense and come 
out with a plan of attack with coach 
[Pat] Bloom, and was able to mini-
mize a very good hitting team.”

Mense led off the bottom half of 
the fourth with a check-swing sin-
gle, and senior second baseman Ben 
Browdy launched a fly ball to right, 
to a similar spot to where Mense 
made his catch. But this time, it 
fell in for a double. The next batter, 
senior left fielder Christian Santos, 
was able to bring in the run on an 
RBI groundout.

“Those guys have been pretty 
good for us all year,” head coach Pat 
Bloom said. “Auggie’s done a great 
job of getting on base and setting the 
table, and Ben, we feel, is one of the 
better hitters in Division III. Any 
time we can have success at the top 
usually bodes well for us.”

One run would have been enough 
for Margolin, but the Bears were able 
to add two insurance runs with some 
timely hitting and base running from 
senior first baseman Ted Daley, who 
led off in the fifth and seventh and 
got on base both times. He came 
around to score in the fifth, after a 
sacrifice bunt from senior catcher 
Tate Maider moved him into scoring 
position, and sophomore designated 
hitter Evan Nagel singled him home. 
In the seventh, Daley singled and 
moved to second on a fielding error 
from Emory’s right fielder. An RBI 

single from senior shortstop Austin 
Darmawan drove him home.

From there, it was all Brad Mar-
golin, who seemed to improve as 
the game wore on. After the sixth 
inning, only two batters reached 
base for Emory and both did so on 
errors. Margolin ended his dominant 
performance with an exclamation 
mark, striking out the side in the 
ninth. 

“I thought he pitched outstand-
ing,” Bloom said. “They have a very 
good offensive lineup, and they’re 
very good at making adjustments 
inning-to-inning, so I thought for 
him to be able to be as effective in 
innings seven, eight, and nine as he 
was, early with their hitters, is really 
a testament to how complete of a 
pitcher he is.” 

When it came time for Saturday’s 
doubleheader, the Bears continued to 
keep the Eagles offense off-balance, 
winning the first game 6-2 and the 
second game 5-2. In the first game, 
Wash. U. and Emory were tied 2-2 
after seven innings, but the Bears’ 
offense was able to score four runs 
in the eighth against Emory reliever 
Kyle Monk. Senior pitcher Jake 
Mintz picked up the win with three 
perfect innings to close out the game 
sophomore John Howard started. 

In the second game of the dou-
bleheader, the Bears never trailed, 
scoring three runs and sending all 
nine hitters to the plate in the first 
inning. Senior Scott Nelson threw 
a quality start, and senior Matt Clo-
hisy followed with a three-inning 
save.

The Bears completed the sweep 
Sunday with a come-from-behind 

7-5 victory, scoring six runs in the 
bottom half of the seventh inning 
after the Eagles scored four in the 
top of the inning. Wash. U. used four 
pitchers in the frame as the Eagles 
showed the offensive potential that 
Wash. U.’s pitching staff had been so 
good at neutralizing up to that point. 
Mintz, who had thrown 38 pitches 
only 24 hours prior, during the sec-
ond game of the series, was finally 
able get the last out of the inning with 
a runner on third to end the threat.

After the difficult top half of the 
seventh, the Red and Green showed 
their resilience, scoring all of their 
runs with two outs. Darmawan sin-
gled with the bases loaded, driving in 
a run and forcing Emory starter Kyle 
Monk from the game. The next bat-
ter, Mense, drew a full count walk 
against reliever Richard Brereton to 
force home another run and bring 
the Bears within two. After another 
walk to Browdy, a swing of the bat 
from Santos turned a one-run deficit 
into a one-run lead, plating two runs. 
The Bears scored their sixth run of 
the inning after Emory shortstop 
Nick Chambers made a throwing 
error trying to get freshman third 
baseman John Brinkman out at third 
base.

“The beauty of our team is even 
when one person or two people have 
an off day, the rest of the team just 
really step up and picks you up,” said 
Mense. “It’s always great to contrib-
ute when you can.”

The Bears will look to add to their 
nine-game winning streak, and keep 
the momentum from their four-game 
sweep of Emory, this Wednesday at 
3:30 p.m. at home against Webster.

BRADLEY SCHLESINGER
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Softball rallies from two games down to split series with Emory

With their offense stagnating 
and three outs to go in Atlanta Sat-
urday afternoon, the Washington 
University softball team faced the 
possibility of letting Emory Uni-
versity send them home with an 
unsatisfactory 1-3 record.

Less than an hour later, the Bears 
were heading home with their most 
thrilling victory of the season and a 
wholly satisfying four-game split.

After jumping out to a 6-0 lead 
through two frames in the series 
finale, Wash. U. didn’t expect to find 
itself down by two runs entering the 
top of the seventh inning. Then again, 
it didn’t expect to find itself in need of 
a comeback just to salvage the week-
end set.

The Red and Green hadn’t lost 
two consecutive games since it lost 
a pair of nail-biters to ranked oppo-
nents in the opening weekend of the 
season. But that was exactly the posi-
tion they found themselves in Friday 
when they were shut out twice, 5-0 
and 7-0.

It would be difficult to find two 
more similar scripts to describe how 
the Bears dropped the first two games. 
In the opener, junior pitcher Anna 
McKee started and allowed five runs 

before junior Maggie Clapp finished 
the game without allowing a run. In 
the second game, Clapp started and 
allowed seven runs, while McKee put 
up zeros the rest of the way. In each 
game, the offense was lackluster, pro-
ducing five hits, all singles.

According to head coach Michelle 
Venturella, the Bears—who were 
allowing Emory pitched Toko Miller 
to dictate at-bats—were unable to put 
up much of a fight.

“She did a great job,” Venturella 
said. “[Miller] definitely had our 
number, and she was just doing a 
good job of really putting it in on our 
hands. And then, she’d mix the away 
pitch. We just—we did not make the 
adjustment to back off the plate a little 
bit and have a really solid approach. 
I felt like we were swinging at her 
pitches, and I think she did a good job 
in setting us up.”

“My disappointment in our 
games on Saturday was a lot of the 
mental mistakes that we made and 
so we just talked about cleaning that 
part up and making sure that we stay 
focused,” she added. “I can take a loss 
as long as we play the game well, and 
I don’t feel like we played very well on 
Saturday.”

The Bears flipped the script to 
get things started Saturday. McKee 
delivered a magnificent performance, 

keeping Emory at bay for seven 
frames, although the lineup was 
finally able to get to the Eagles’ starter, 
knocking her out in the fourth. Wash. 
U. added a three-spot in the seventh 
to run away with it 8-0.

The finale looked like it would be 
an encore, as the Bears burst out to a 
6-0 advantage after two innings. But 
Emory got four of those runs back 
quickly, knocking Clapp out of the 
game after three innings. McKee tried 
to slow things down in the fourth, but 
the Eagles scored four again to turn 
the deficit into an 8-6 lead.

Meanwhile, the offense flustered, 
going down in order in three straight 
innings, before leaving tying runs on 
base in the sixth.

Fast-forward to the seventh.
Because the Bears got two runners 

on the previous inning, they were able 
to send the top of the order to the dish 
to start things off. And start they did, 
with junior right fielder Ashley Mad-
sen walking and senior left fielder 
Hannah Mehrle singling her to sec-
ond. Senior Janet Taylor delivered a 
base hit up the middle, and Emory 
made a throwing error to allow both 
runners to score, and just like that, the 
game was knotted at eight.

Wash. U. didn’t waste any time 
in extras, setting up runners on the 
corners with two down for Mehrle, 

who was already two-for-three. Meh-
rle delivered the big hit to left field, 
McKee stranded two Eagles in the 
bottom frame, and Wash. U. had its 
sweetest victory of the season. 

“I think one thing that’s nice is 
[that] we’ve had different people at 
different times come through, and so 
no matter who is up, I think our team 
feels like we can get it done,” Ven-
turella said.

Looking ahead, the Bears have 
four more four-game series over the 
next month, starting at the Univer-
sity of Chicago next weekend. For the 
most part, Venturella has used just 
two pitchers all season—McKee and 
Clapp have combined for 115.2 of the 

Red and Green’s 124 innings—but 
with a bunch of doubleheaders and 
back-to-backs on the radar, that may 
have to change.

“It just depends,” Venturella said. 
“There are certain things that every 
team has to work around: the chal-
lenges of a season. And our roster’s 
small; we’ve been without a couple 
people and they have some injuries 
to deal with, so right now I’ve been 
very pleased with Anna McKee and 
Maggie Clapp doing a good job of 
complementing each other…I think 
we have some depth that we can go 
to on the mound, which is nice, but 
again, we just have to put the best 
team out there.”

ROHAN GUPTA
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Men’s tennis picks up win against Division II Northwest Missouri

When Northwest Missouri State 
University came to St. Louis last 
year, it was not a good day for the 
Washington University men’s tennis 
team. The Bears were defeated hand-
ily, failing to register a single victory 
in a 9-0 loss.

“It was the fourth match in three 
days,” head coach Roger Follmer 
said. “The boys just hit a wall.”

Regardless of the reason behind 
the defeat, Follmer did not forget last 
year’s loss, and he made sure it was 
foremost in his players’ minds as they 
prepared to travel to Maryville, Mo. 
for a rematch this week.

“We talked all week, and I 
reminded them: ‘Remember the 9-0 
loss’,” he said.

His players responded Saturday 

afternoon, downing the Division II 
No. 18 team 7-2.

It was not all smooth sailing for 
Wash. U., however. An injury to 
junior Jason Haugen during the 
week forced Follmer to reshuffle his 
doubles order. With every doubles 
pairing playing at a new slot, only the 
newly formed third doubles team of  
sophomore Konrad Kozlowski and 
freshman Robin Engel managed a 
win.

“We went down after doubles, but 
we stayed positive and kept our heads 
up,” Follmer said.

If the 2-1 deficit after doubles fazed 
the Bears, it didn’t show during sin-
gles play. Junior Johnny Wu earned 
a hard fought three-set victory, over-
coming Jorge Serrano—ranked No. 
39 in Division II—4-6, 6-2, 11-9, 
while the other wins were a little more 
routine. 

Senior John Carswell picked up 
a straight-set victory as Wash. U.’s 
second singles player, 6-2, 6-4, while 
the other matches were even more 
dominant for the Bears. Junior Sean 
Berman only dropped one game in 
his 6-1, 6-0 victory. That would be the 
only game Wash. U. lost for the rest 
of the afternoon, as senior Jeremy 
Bush and freshmen Bernardo Neves 
and J.J. Kroot all shut their opponents 
out.

While Follmer said he was some-
what surprised that his team swept 
singles with such ease, he noted that 
it isn’t possible to predict results prior 
to a match.

“Who would have thought [the 
University of Connecticut] would 
have lost yesterday?” he asked, 
referring to the end of a 111-game 
unbeaten run for the UConn wom-
en’s basketball team Friday. “You 

never know how any game will go 
beforehand. It could be a nail-biter or 
it could be a blowout.”

Northwest Missouri is the third 
Division II team the Bears have 
faced this year, having played Azusa 
Pacific University over spring break 
and Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale earlier in February. 
Follmer said that experience against 
Division II teams helps expose his 
team to new challenges and new 
players.

“[Division II schools] have a lot 
more international players,” he said. 
“It’s good to get different competition 
from their respective countries and to 
play different types of players.”

The win over Northwest Missouri 
is the Bears’ fifth straight and their 
ninth overall. Wash. U. currently sits 
at sixth in the nation, with an overall 
record of 9-3 before entering into an 

extended home stand for the rest of  
the regular season.

“It will be good to be at home for 
the next couple of weeks,” Follmer 
said. “It will be good for the guys.”

The Bears will play six home 
matches over the next two weeks, 
all the while preparing for the UAA 
championships in Florida at the end 
of April.

Some of that preparation, Follmer 
said, may be contingent on the 
weather and added that he hopes 
the St. Louis climate will hold up 
and allow his team to prepare for the 
warmer weather at the conference 
championships in the Sunshine State.

“Hopefully the weather gets a little 
warmer,” he said. “It’ll definitely be 
hot in Florida.”

The Bears’ first home match of the 
season will be this Thursday against 
Millikin College.

JON LEWIS
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Senior Janet Taylor touches base during the game against Principia College 
last year. The Bears rallied from two shutout losses against Emory Univer-
sity to go 2-2 in their four-games series this weekend. 

SKYLER KESSLER | STUDENT LIFE

GRACE BRUTON | STUDENT LIFE
Freshman pitcher John Brinkman pitches against Emory University this weekend. The Bears won all four games 
against the 10th-ranked team. 



You have this paper to 
write—this paper you’ve 
been putting off  writing 
for the past week-and-a-
half  because you just don’t 
know where to start and 
because the subject mat-
ter isn’t very interesting 
and because, well, you’ve 
finally gotten into “The 
Office” even though it’s 
approximately seven bil-
lion years too late to have 
finally gotten into “The 
Office.”

But now, you’re run-
ning out of  episodes of  
“The Office” to watch, and 
you’re looking for some-
thing else to do with your 
time instead of  actually 
writing the paper. Don’t 
worry—I have a long list of  
things you can do! Some of  
these are even productive 
(or at least you can pretend 
they are). 

Do your laundry 

You may or may not 
have a large pile of  dirty 
clothes on the floor because 
your hamper is filled with 
clean clothes that you are 
too lazy to put into your 
drawers. You also may 
or may not have failed to 
clean your sheets all semes-
ter. Neither of  these things 
are shameful—you’re a 
college student, after all—
but it sounds like it’s time 
to wash those clothes and 
bedding soon. 

Clean out your 
backpack

Sometimes, I just shove 
my assignments into my 
backpack and then find 

them rolled up at the 
bottom months later. I 
don’t know if  this is a me 
problem or an everyone 
problem, but I never quite 
get around to cleaning out 
my accumulated garbage. 
Clean it out so that you can 
fill it with more forgotten-
about sheets of  paper.

Read a book

It’s probably been a 
while since you’ve (actu-
ally) read a book. Maybe 
you should hunker down 
with a New York Times 
bestseller and get to read-
ing, or you should read that 
cool book that you had for 
class and really planned to 
read but never did because 
of  time constraints. There 
are so many possibilities—
and besides, if  you get 
really into your book, you 
can almost forget that you 
even have an essay to write 
at all. 

Bake a cake

Cooking is a useful 
skill, like a really, really 
useful skill. But baking is 
just a more fun version 
of  cooking. If  you’re not 
a Washington University 
Student Associate, I’d 
say there’s a good chance 
you haven’t baked a cake 
recently. Why not make 
one? And if  you are a 
WUSA, then you can get a 
jump start on that cake you 
promised you’d bring to 
WUSA hours! Sounds like 
a win-win for everyone.

Take a nap

You can’t write an essay 
if  you’re sleep deprived. 
You’ll probably write words 
that aren’t really words and 
don’t actually make any 
sense. Still, napping is basi-
cally the most fun you can 
have without leaving your 
room. 

Each semester—well, 
during semesters we 
don’t host presidential 
debates—hoards of  
Washington University 
students make the trek 
towards Brookings 
Quadrangle to sing 
along, dance along or 
move along to whatever 
throwback/rapper/DJ 
that Social Programming 
Board chooses to grace 
the WILD stage. But 
see, that’s the issue: the 
stage. Every year, the 
tiny, removed Beaumont 
Pavilion plays host to a 
new act. This year, it’ll 
see Jason Derulo bust out 
his dance moves and try 
to connect with Wash. 
U. students. But why not 

switch it up a little? Here 
are our suggestions for 
when SPB decides it’s 
about time to get a little 
more creative:

Elizabeth Gray 
Danforth Butterfly 
Garden:

Sure, it’s not the biggest 
place to have a concert on 
campus, but think: What’s 
the best thing about 
WILD? Those few inflat-
able couches that lose 
all the air after an hour 
(right? right?). So why not 
take them up notch, and 
instead offer those amaz-
ing cocoon/hammock 
chairs in the garden. By 
my count, you could fit 
four to five college stu-
dents at least partially on 

those things. Now don’t 
forget the flowers, which 
maximize Instagram-
potential last time I 
checked (which was just 
this morning, btw). 
—Harry Hall

The Whispers 
Hole:

The worst consequence 
of  the Whispers Cafe 
renovation isn’t that 
there’s one less place on 
campus to get coffee. It 
isn’t that there’s one less 
moderately-quiet-but-it’s-
okay-to-talk-in-full-volume 
place to study. It’s not 
even than there’s one 
less place to print. No, 
it’s that all the people 
who used to just hang 
around Whisper’s have 

relocated to the Danforth 
University Center. So, 
now everyone who used 
to hang out in Whispers 
has been displaced and so 
I can never find a place to 
sit anymore and I’m not 
okay with it because the 
DUC is my haven (I’m not 
bitter). What’s the best 
way to make the people 
go back? Have WILD 
in the hole. As soon as 
Jason Derulo hits those 
few notes (aka repeatedly 
sings his name), everyone 
will go running back. 
And, I mean, come on, 
just think about how great 
the acoustics will be. 
—Noa Yadidi

My Apartment:

Ain’t no party like a 
Brezel party ‘cause a 
Brezel party’s got mad 
snacks. Are you sick 
of  sad pizza and boxed 
water? I certainly am! 
Boxed water is NOT bet-
ter, thank you very much. 
If  we held WILD in my 
apartment we wouldn’t 
have to drink water 
out of  a milk carton. I 
have at least like three 
glasses that I stole from 
my roommate last year. 
We could also chip in 
and get some solo cups 
if  that’s not enough. As 
far as snacks, I already 
have some pretzels left 
over from movie night 
last weekend. Actually, 
the movie night was just 
me watching “Die Hard” 
alone, but I don’t think 
the pretzels are stale yet. I 
hope you guys like Ruffles 

because I’m going to get 
those too. 
—Aaron Brezel

Tisch Commons:

I think Tisch Commons 
is about the worst place 
to study in the entire 
world. It’s loud, there 
are a ton of  people you 
know streaming in and 
out and the people tabling 
are always trying to get 
you to buy John’s Donuts. 
But even though Tisch is 
a not so great study spot, 
it’s great for grabbing a 
meal with some friends or 
attending trivia night or 
going to a film screening. 
If  set up right, Tisch could 
even be a great place for 
WILD. Think about it: 
You, eating a taco salad, 
sitting approximately 
three inches away from 
Jason Derulo’s face. Is it 
going to happen? Probably 
not. But does that mean it 
shouldn’t? Not necessarily. 
—Ella Chochrek

Rudolph Hall:

Even if  Jason Derulo 
isn’t a rock and roll artist 
we can still ‘rock’ out in 
the Matthew A. Grossman 
Museum of  mineral 
specimens and meteorites. 
SPB can save hundreds 
on lights by using the 
luminescence exhibit as 
decoration—and what 
artist hasn’t wanted to 
perform in front of  a col-
lection of  fossils? With 
the collection of  meteor-
ites already in the hall an 
outer space theme is even 

already prepared. If  you 
get bored of  the music and 
dancing you can always 
go look at some cool 
rocks. Rudolph Hall is one 
of  this University’s most 
underutilized resources 
and hosting WILD in 
what is honestly one of  
my favorite buildings on 
campus would be lit, just 
like the luminous rocks.
—Josh Zucker

The third floor of 
the DUC:

Take a second and think 
of  the most confusingly 
laid out building you can 
think of. Are you pic-
turing slanted ceilings? 
Tiny 3-foot-high doors? 
Hallways that seem to 
lead to nowhere? If  you 
answered yes to one or 
all of  these questions, 
chances are you’re think-
ing of  the third floor of  
the DUC. Hosting WILD 
amongst the numerous 
closets lining the hallways 
and lack of  proper signage 
at the top of  staircases 
adds a special aspect 
to this year’s event: A 
sense of  adventure. Jason 
Derulo might be a great 
dancer, but can he navi-
gate his way to the Harvey 
Media Suite? Huh? 
“Whatcha say” to that? 
—Aidan Strassmann

Francis Field:

Might as well get 
students to visit it at least 
once during their four 
years here, right? 
—Wesley Jenkins
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PHOTO
CARNAVAL: SIN LIMITES 

Latin American and Spanish traditions presented through 11 dances and a skit at the 
Association of  Latin American Students’ 18th annual Carnaval production 

FOLKLORICO
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O
ne of the things 
one learns as 
a scientist is 
that there are 

some phenomena one does 
not understand and does 
not succeed in under-
standing, no matter how 
hard one tries. Another is 
that one’s first and obvi-
ous explanation may be 
wrong. The real world is 

more complicated than a 
textbook may lead one to 
believe.

There are now no tenured 
nor tenure-track women on 
the physics faculty. Some 
people hypothesize that the 
department discriminates 
against women in hiring. 
This is not correct. Since 
1981, I have been in the 
department meetings that 
have voted on appoint-
ments. There has been 
no discrimination against 

women, and in fact—based 
on comments made—dis-
crimination (probably 
illegal) in their favor. A 
number of  offers to women 
have been made and turned 
down. I don’t know why 
these offers were rejected 
but suggest the hypothesis 
that, with no other major 
research university in town, 
it has not been possible for 
their husbands (most of  
whom are also research 
scientists, very often in 

physics) to find suitable 
employment. This is a less 
acute problem in major 
metropolitan areas with 
multiple suitable academic, 
governmental or private 
research employers.

About 20 percent of  
physics majors and minors 
are women. Some people 
hypothesize that the depart-
ment discourages women 
majors or creates a hostile 
environment for them with 
discouraging effect. My 

wife spent about 10 years 
as a Washington University 
physics undergraduate, 
graduate student and post-
doctoral researcher. She saw 
no such attitude, nor did 
any other female depart-
ment members tell her of  
seeing that (she described 
this in a Student Life op-ed 
Jan. 31, 2016).

These are phenomena 
that we should admit we 
do not understand, and 
we should not jump to 

conclusions that are unprov-
able. Suppose, for example, 
that women are, on average, 
less interested in or less tal-
ented in physics than men. 
That is another unprovable 
hypothesis. We should 
not waste our time try-
ing to explain sociological 
phenomena that have defied 
understanding for genera-
tions, nor try to mold people 
to what we might wish them 
to be, nor claim injustices 
where there are none.

T
he Donald 
Trump adminis-
tration’s denial 
of  climate 

change, gutting of  the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency and intent to 
withdraw from the Paris 
climate agreement is 
threatening to us as stu-
dents, faculty and alumni.

There is a clear lack of  
federal and state leader-
ship on environmental 
issues, so now more than 
ever, students and univer-
sities must be the leaders 
of  environmental justice 
and climate action. Many 

societal movements that 
have changed history 
started at the university 
level with student action.

Universities across 
the country and here in 
Missouri are working to 
transition their campuses 
to 100 percent clean 
energy. They are sup-
porting regional efforts 
advancing toward a fossil 
fuel-free future. I believe 
that we at Washington 
University should be 
doing the same. Together 
with other universities in 
St. Louis and Missouri, 
we have the power to 

organize and maximize 
our resources. These 
combined resources will 
have a collective impact 
on environmental sustain-
ability in St. Louis.

The divestment cam-
paign has been doing a 
great job of  unifying our 
Wash. U. groups and 
students. We need Wash. 
U. to divest and to com-
mit to transitioning to 
100 percent clean energy. 
Together, we will demand 
Ameren provide our 
region and our campus 
with clean energy in order 
to improve local public 

health, reduce energy 
costs, address the climate 
crisis and create good 
local jobs.

I call upon our leader-
ship and our students to 
join the call for climate 
action. Our lives and 
careers depend on a 
healthy, livable future. If  
Wash. U. wants to truly 
be a leader, our admin-
istration must rise to the 
challenge. We as the stu-
dents must call for change.

— Ryan Kennerknecht, 
Brown School of  Social 
Work Class of  2018

LETTER FROM THE EDITORLETTER TO THE EDITOR

Women in physics department
JONATHAN KATZ
PROFESSOR OF PHYSICS

OP-ED SUBMISSION

I
n the past, Student 
Life has criti-
cized Washington 
University’s Social 

Programming Board for 
it’s lack of  cognizance of  
student wants or transpar-
ency, but, this time, we 
have to hand it to them—
they did a pretty good job. 
Jason Derulo, while not 
the first name most people 
think of  when picking a 
concert to attend, is a well-
liked and reasonable pick. 
His fun, energetic style 
seems like it will trans-
late well in the Brookings 

Quadrangle in a few short 
weeks, and promises to be 
a crowd-pleasing pick. 

Worst case scenario, 
the only song you know 
by him is “Whatcha Say” 
from bus rides home in 
middle school. Best case, 
you know “Ridin Solo” 
and “Talk Dirty” and 
“Want to Want Me,” and 
probably his five other 
big hits, all of  which have 
tens or even hundreds 
of  millions of  plays on 
Spotify. All in all, he’s 
a pretty good choice. 
Your angsty 14-year-old 

self  can rest easy, if  they 
weren’t already from the 
All-American Rejects last 
year.

Despite calls for 
“refunds” of  the Student 
Activities Fee on Facebook 
in the past couple of  days 
since the announcement, 
SPB is handed a massive 
amount of  funds to use 
toward students’ best inter-
ests for things like WILD 
to other programming 
events. By agreeing to pay 
the fee, students place 
trust in their leadership 
to choose an artist that 

will draw a large crowd. 
Pop music, synonymous 
with popular music, is just 
that: popular. It appeals 
to a wide audience for 
a reason, but you can’t 
satisfy everyone. If  you’re 
going to complain about 
the WILD artist being 
too mainstream, there’s 
already a whole week of  
concerts for you, it’s called 
KWUR Week. 

Last week, Emory 
University’s version of  
SPB got into some hot 
water when they lost 
student money through a 

scam by a talent-booking 
agency, after the leader-
ship announced that 
Migos would be headlin-
ing their spring concert. 
As mad as people might be 
over Jason Derulo and his 
opener Natalie La Rose, at 
least we can say that didn’t 
happen to us. And hey, our 
concert comes with the 
crisp cardboard taste of  
Boxed Water. 

Because of  the presi-
dential debate hosted by 
Wash. U. last October, 
this WILD will be the first 
for all freshmen and the 

only for the 2016-2017 
academic year. While we 
have high hopes for Jason 
Derulo, the final outcome 
depends on the event 
itself. WILD is an event 
that brings the campus 
community together and 
represents an integral part 
of  the “Wash. U. experi-
ence.” With “surprises” 
hinted at by SPB—a result 
of  their increased budget 
for this year’s WILD—and 
the infamous inflatable 
couches, we look forward 
to see how SPB’s promises 
are fulfilled. 

D
ear readers, 
In today’s News 
section, there 
is a story called 

“Trading spaces,” which 
details space changes set 
to happen in the Danforth 
University Center.

It must be noted that 
Student Life’s office, located 
on the third floor of the 
DUC, will be moved as part 
of the space reshuffling. 
Therefore, each member of  
our editorial staff is impacted 
by this move.

Despite our personal feel-
ings, we believe it is important 
for Student Life to inform 

our readers of the changes 
that will occur this summer. 
The writers and editors of the 
story have done their due dili-
gence to remove personal bias 
from the story by conducting 
interviews with sources from 
different parties and by allow-
ing these representatives to 
speak for themselves. 

Please get in touch with me 
at editor@studlife.com with 
any questions, comments 
or concerns regarding this 
story, and thank you for your 
continued readership.

—Ella Chochrek, 
Editor-in-Chief

Y
ou can’t eat 
ice cream 
for dinner” 
is one of  the 

phrases many hear grow-
ing up regarding our 
eating habits and how 
they should be balanced 
and nutritious. Coming 
to college marks the first 
time most people have 
the opportunity to fully 
control their diet, unless 
you go to Washington 
University. Instead of  
being explicitly told what 
to eat, the choices are lim-
ited. You can have choice, 
but only between what 

the University approves 
of. The University needs 
to improve the selection 
of  junk food on campus 
instead of  herding our 
choices according to what 
it deem to be right.

Take fried chicken, a 
comfort food to all and 
an American treasure. 
Taking the first bite into 
a hot, perfectly seasoned 
and sufficiently unhealthy 
wing will make the world 
seem right. At Wash. U. 
your choices are chicken 
tenders and the odd fried 
chicken day at the comfort 
food station in Bear’s 
Den. Meanwhile, there 
are more salad options 
than engineering majors 

and minors. I get it, a lot 
of  people want as many 
healthy options as pos-
sible, but why limit the 
availability of  the other 
spectrum of  the health 
food scale?

Fried chicken isn’t 
the only casualty in the 
University’s effort to 
force us to eat healthy. Ice 
cream sizes are limited to 
a pint, the candy selection 
is dwarfed by energy bars, 
and the pizza is as unin-
spired as naming things 
after George Washington. 
Seriously, he gets a state, 
the capital, multiple col-
leges and high schools, 
and, not one, but two 
pieces of  our currency. 

Where is the love for John 
Adams? He was one of  
the smartest presidents 
and the only one of  the 
first five to not own slaves. 
Just something to think 
about.

Some might ask, why 
does it matter if  Wash. 
U. doesn’t have good junk 
food when you can just 
walk off  campus and get 
some? It matters because 
to have a complete com-
munity, you need junk 
food. After long, hard 
and stressful days, many 
people love to reward 
themselves with some fan-
tastically delicious food 
that isn’t green. Here, you 
are handcuffed. Want 

decent pizza? Then you 
have to order or walk to 
the Loop. Want Southern 
comfort food? Then 
hopefully the comfort 
food station matches your 
desire, or you’re in for 
some research. And back 
to the American treasure 
of  fried chicken that isn’t 
in strip form (tenders are 
just adult chicken strips). 
Then, you need to get out 
of  the gentrified bubble 
that is Wash. U. and visit 
real St. Louis for your fix.

College is supposed 
to be about freedom. 
Freshmen are given the 
freedom to pick their 
major coming into school, 
and I would like that 

to be the case with our 
food. I want the option 
to eat healthy, but I also 
want the option to eat as 
much unhealthy food as 
possible. I want to say 
my school gives me the 
options of  whatever kale 
super food bulls--- that’s 
hot at the moment as 
well as a pizza slice that 
can make even the most 
stressed student remember 
what joy feels like. If  we 
really want to take care of  
ourselves, we need to not 
only feed our minds, but 
also that special part of  
our soul that wants us to 
eat until we’re 600 pounds 
and have a TV show about 
us.

WILD opener lives up to hype
STAFF EDITORIAL

Students’ choice: Junk food on campus
MATTHEW WALLACE
STAFF WRITER
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udio hiles

This past Friday, a compi-
lation of  new songs hit the 
charts from both familiar 
and unfamiliar voices. 
Together what do they all 
have in common? Just as we 
have seen in the weather as 
spring shakes off  the dregs 
of  winter, these songs carry 
an initial bit of  gloom but 
an overall sound or message 

encouraging listeners to 
keep on keeping on. In 
his song “Grave Digger,” 
Matt Maeson begins with a 
quiet acoustic sound, only 
to grow in enthusiasm and 
percussion by the song’s 
end. Verite’s “When You’re 
Gone” builds off  a timid 
chorus introduction, surpris-
ing listeners with a strong 

sound spattered with an 
occasional raspy edge. Mary 
J. Blige’s “Love Yourself ” 
adds spunk to her introspec-
tive piece with Kanye as a 
brief  but powerful duet. And 
finally, the Chainsmokers 
delve deeper into the pop 
genre with their song “The 
One,” which pushes further 
beyond the EDM genre in 

which they began. Though 
ranging in sound and 
authorial popularity, this 
collection of  songs offers 
just enough pizzazz to keep 
you awake through the 
typical spring rainy day and 
looking toward the bright, 
sunny light of  summer shin-
ing ahead. —Greer Russell, 
Staff  Writer

“Grave Digger” — Matt Maeson

“When You’re Gone” — Verite

“Love Yourself” — Mary J. Blige

“The One” — The Chainsmokers

...music for your standard spring doldrums

‘Son of Soil’ embraces but never accepts the weight of death
WESLEY JENKINS 
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

TOP: Sage (left), Ruth and Patricia played by Ebby Offord, 
Michell Miller and Tiffany Powell. BOTTOM: Nia (left) and Kyle 
played by Angela Alexander and Noah Weiner.

As a freshman, Andie 
Berry decided to add submit-
ting to the A.E. Hotchner 
playwriting festival to her 
college bucket list after seeing 
the annual staged readings 
of the winning three scripts. 
Now a senior, not only 
did Berry submit to—and 
win—the festival, but also 
her play “Son of Soil” was 
chosen to be produced by the 
Performing Arts Department 
in a five-show run this spring. 

“Son of Soil,” which 
wrapped up performances 
this past weekend, starts with 
death, proceeds through 
death and ends with rebirth 
and redemption, if  not 
begrudgingly so. The story 
of three women—Ruth, 
Sage and Patricia—“Son of  
Soil” opens with Ruth center 
stage, crying for her son as 
the cast intones, “Are you, are 
you going to the tree?” The 
ensemble’s narration of how 
Ruth’s son was shot and hung 
by an unnamed but assur-
edly white assailant, puts this 
particular plot in motion. The 
tragedy truly symbolizes a 
normalized routine of death 
in Peak, Ohio—the play’s 
setting. “He been dying, each 
breath he has is his last,” 
Ruth says in that first scene, 
encapsulating the message of  
the play in one line.

The inevitability of death 
holds such purchase over 
the three women that Ruth 
and Patricia make a pact to 
drown their sons in order to 
have them die with compas-
sion—something that could 
not be guaranteed otherwise. 
Despite Ruth breaking the 
pact and holding on to her 
boy, the knowledge that 
he will be taken from her 
abruptly never dissipates, 
leading to mourning muted 
in its expression. 

Blackness and the inherent 
danger black skin presents 
set the rules of this dystopian 
future (or partially realized 
present). Peak is divided—
characters consistently refer 
to “White Peak” as the other 
side, only sharing a school 
and a grocery store. Where 
paper routes and riding bikes 
after school define a young 
white man’s experience in 
“White” Peak, death prevents 
a young black man from hav-
ing any experiences in Peak. 

The thread of a black 
boy’s unavoidable killing 
first emerged when Berry 
conceived the script follow-
ing the shooting of Michael 
Brown her sophomore year. 
In charge of writing the skit 
for Black Anthology’s “The 
Six” that year, Berry used the 
emotions she had following 
the shooting to inform that 
performance, but still felt she 
hadn’t addressed her own 
feelings.

“There were just a lot of  
things I couldn’t say because 
of the constraints of the cul-
tural show—the people who 
are involved, the way that it’s 
structured, the fact that I was 
writing with someone else,” 
Berry said. “I was trying to 
find a way to talk about the 
impact of Michael Brown’s 
death but also the fracturing 
of St. Louis and the fractur-
ing of campus and the media 

saturation all at the same 
time.”

From those emotions, 
Berry wrote a short group 
poem for WU-SLam’s 
“2050”-themed spring show 
later her sophomore year, 
which eventually became the 
basis for the opening scene of  
“Son of Soil.”

Over the course of the 
two-hour long performance, 
the three women attempt to 
overcome death in all of its 
various forms. Ruth, played 
with such precise delicacy 
by Michelle Miller, hangs on 
to the memory of her son in 
the form of his unborn child 
carried by Nia, Patricia’s 
daughter. Sage, who gave 
up her son Brandon in an 
attempt to save him from 
death, confronts Brandon’s 
return and how to rational-
ize accepting someone 
already grieved for. Patricia 
must come to terms with the 
daughter she still has despite 
the son she lost by her own 
hand 17 years before. 

But death is unavoidable, 
especially in this commu-
nity, and Nia’s eventual 
abortion sets both Ruth and 
Patricia back in how they’ve 
approached this abbreviated 
mortality. Perhaps no line 
summarizes the hopelessness 
that these characters embrace 
than an exchange between 
Brandon and Sage late in the 
second half. 

“Stop talking about life like 
it’s a game because it’s not,” 
Sage says, desperate to recon-
nect with her son. 

“But it does take the edge 
off a bit,” Brandon replies, 
with a slight chuckle. 

Nothing about “Son of  
Soil” is meant to make you 
feel good about the world we 
live in, but that never detracts 
from its accuracy in portray-
ing struggle. 

“None of the characters 
regardless of their circum-
stances are particularly happy 
in the way the world has 
turned out,” Berry said. “A 
lot of it is just recognizing 
your position in the struggle 
and accepting that and the 
limits of that and where you 
belong in a story.”

With a cast primarily 
composed of people of color, 
“Son of Soil” could dwell 
in the oppression systemic 
to this dystopian future for 
two hours without reproach. 
But Berry fought to keep two 
white male characters in the 
script, used in part for comic 
relief, part as a point of refer-
ence to show the magnitude 
of the oppression the main 
characters face by contrast.

Haverford and Kyle, both 
white men intending to be 
allies to the women living 
in Peak, add context to the 
urgency of the women’s 
struggle through their clue-
lessness. Haverford muddles 
through most of the play 
sulking that Ruth doesn’t 
love him back, whereas Kyle, 
always well-intentioned, also 
blunders through his own 
romantic intentions with Nia. 

For Berry, the roles of  
Haverford and Kyle were 
vital to the play, despite her 
mentors encouraging her to 
take them out.

“I had to find a way to 
justify them being in the play 
because I didn’t want to lose 

them, but I had to make them 
worth speaking and putting 
on stage and being seen,” 
Berry said.

That justification comes 
in the pair’s depiction of  
companionship and one’s 
priorities, specifically Kyle’s 
desired romance with Nia. In 
the second act, Kyle asks Nia 
if she likes him immediately 
after the 17-year-old, preg-
nant girl asks him to drive her 
to the clinic. Kyle, continuing 
to claim that it’s simply a 
matter of love, either refuses 
to, or cannot, understand 
Nia’s cry of being suffocated 
by the world she lives in. 
Eventually, he issues the ulti-
matum, “It’s all on you Nia,” 
the double entendre implicat-
ing the true shortcomings of  
ally-ship. For the women of  
Peak, it’s all on them despite 
being the ones constantly 
suffocated.

Despite the undertones 
(and overtones) of the play, 
Berry never intended to 
make a particular political 
statement. 

“I don’t necessarily want 
this play to change anybody’s 
mind about their politics, 
or their activism or the way 

they’re thinking about any 
kind of social issues, but to 
know that there are real rea-
sons behind different choices 
that people have,” Berry said. 
“If someone leaves the room 
and is just like ‘Okay that 
was a nice story,’ then I don’t 
think I’ve written the right 
play.” 

With the run of perfor-
mances over, Berry isn’t done 
with “Son of Soil” just yet. 
She plans another rewrite and 
to send the script out to some 
people who have asked to see 
the newer version. Besides 
polishing up this project, 
Berry has already started 
writing another play.

On reflection, Berry is 
grateful for the opportunity 
“Son of Soil” has provided, if  
not also pleasantly surprised 
that it even happened in the 
first place.

“As an outsider and also 
as a person of color, I was 
surprised that they were 
like ‘Yeah, we’ll put on this 
show,’” Berry said. “The fact 
that the University was then 
committing a lot of energy 
and resources to putting on 
this figment of my imagina-
tion is really fantastic.”

COURTESY OF THE PERFORMING ARTS DEPARTMENT
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