
Junior Ben Hauser, Student 
Union Senate’s Speaker for the 
past two semesters, resigned fol-
lowing this weekend’s general 
budget proceedings.

Hauser cited mental health 
as the reason for his resigna-
tion and said he had considered 
turning in his resignation in 
mid-January, but decided that 
he should stay on through the 
general budget.

“After talking to the Senate 
leadership and a couple of  peo-
ple I’m close with on SU, I came 
to the conclusion that it’d be 

best for Senate as a whole if  I 
stayed on until general budget—
the last major milestone before 
elections—and then resigned 
immediately after. So, that was 
sort of  my timeline in terms 
of  why I resigned the day after 
general budget and why that 
happened,” he said.

Hauser’s resignation aligns 
with the announcement of  an 
investigation into Senate, but 
Hauser and SU President and 
senior Kenneth Sng said that the 
resignation had been planned 
prior to the investigation and 
that they were not linked. 

Sng said that Hauser had 
scheduled to meet about the 

resignation in advance and that 
some members of  Senate were 
already aware.

“He scheduled the meeting 
with me before, long before. As 
far as I can tell, he had planned 
to resign for a while,” Sng said. 
“And based on my knowledge it 
seemed that some senators were 
already aware that the resigna-
tion was going to take place 
after the general budget.”

Hauser’s resignation comes 
following the resignation 
of  three members of  Junior 
Class Council last week and 
former SU Vice President of  
Administration Sankalp Kapur 
earlier this month. 

Zakary Kadish, a sophomore 
senator, said that Hauser has 
served well in his role and will 
be missed by Senate.

“Ben was a driving force 
behind Senate. Not only did he 
passionately advocate for the 
needs of  the student body, he 
stood up for Senate and truly 
spoke for us, even when it was 
unpopular to do so. Aside from 
his official duties, he was a fan-
tastic mentor, a great listener 
and a friend to many of  us,” 
Kadish said. “I believe I speak 
for all of  us on Senate when I 
say that his leadership and per-
sonality will be truly missed.”

The new speaker of  the Senate 

will be chosen within the next 
two weeks, although the Senate 
term ends at the end of  March 
when SU elections areheld on 
March 7. SU Vice President of  
Administration and senior Cary 
Cheng said in order to pick the 
next Speaker, either the most 
senior member of  Senate will 
be appointed as Speaker or 
senators will vote and elect a 
Speaker who will be appointed 
temporarily.

In the meantime, sophomore 
senators Tyler Tran and Brian 
Adler are splitting Hauser’s 
responsibilities and will run 
both internal and external com-
munications for Senate.
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After learning of  possible anti-
Semitic and sexually inappropriate 
comments made by members of  
Student Union, SU President and 
senior Kenneth Sng filed a report to 
the Office of  Campus Life and the 
Constitutional Council Monday.

Sng received complaint from SU 
officials regarding four members 
of  Student Union and reported the 
incidences. While a next course of  
action for the senators involved has 
not been determined, members of  
SU exec expect that Senate—can-
celed this Tuesday because of  the 
investigation, according to Vice 
President of  Administration and 
senior Cary Cheng—will be back in 
session next week.

Involved officers, who belong 
to Senate and class councils, 
have been notified of  the report, 
and Constitutional Council and 
Campus Life will determine the 
next steps. According to Leslie 
Heusted, the executive director of  
Campus Life, SU has launched 
an internal investigation, and the 
Office of  Campus Life is meeting 
with involved students to determine 
the next steps.

In an email delivered to the stu-
dent body Monday, Sng wrote that 
SU takes these charges seriously 
and will hold involved officers 
accountable.

“We at Student Union view these 
incidents very seriously, not only 
because of  how these remarks made 
members of  the community feel 
uncomfortable and marginalized 
but also because of  how it reflects 
on the larger culture of  the group,” 
Sng wrote in his email.

Sng added that this event indi-
cates broader problems within the 
campus climate which must be 
addressed.

He added that he was unsure 
whether or not to send the email but 
wanted to make sure senators were 
held accountable by students.

“The decision to send out the 
all-school email was a really diffi-
cult one. On one hand, we all know 
that the student body has the right 
to know about processes happening 

Community rallies to rebuild cemetery
Students, local groups raise money, volunteer at Chesed Shel Emeth

Community members work to repair headstones at Chesed Shel Emeth Cemetery after the cemetery was vandalized. Attendees reported that between 
50-75 Washington University students attended the cleanup efforts, specifically an event held by Missouri governor Eric Greitens on Wednesday.
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Members of Wash. U. fraternity Zeta Beta Tau give away free water bottles to 
volunteers at Chesed Shel Emeth Cemetery. President and sophomore Perry 
Gordon said that around 20 brothers assisted at the cleanup event.

HOLLY RAVAZZOLO | STUDENT LIFE

Vice President Mike Pence addresses the crowd assembled at Chesed Shel 
Emeth Cemetery on Wednesday. Governor Eric Greiteins organized a cleanup 
effort where Pence made a surprise visit after an unrelated engagement.
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Following vandalism at a 
University City, Mo. Jewish cem-
etery that included the toppling of  
more than 150 headstones, students 
and Jewish-affiliated organizations 
on campus are mobilizing to help. 

Members of Chabad at WashU 
and WashU Hillel have started 
by raising money and organiz-
ing trips to volunteer at Chesed 
Shel Emeth cemetery. In addition, 
many Washington University stu-
dents joined students from Saint 
Louis University, University of  
Missouri-St. Louis and University of  
Missouri-Columbia to attend a clean 
up event hosted by Governor Eric 
Greitens yesterday at the cemetery. 

“The initial feeling among many 
people is shock and anger, disbelief,” 
Director of Chabad Hershey Novak 
said. “But as the days wear on, and 
recognizing the incredible outpour-
ing of support from so many people 
in so many communities—Jewish 
and not—it reminds us that tragic 
events can bring us together, make 
us more resilient and ultimately help 
build a stronger America.”

Damage to the cemetery was 
first reported around 8:30 a.m. 
Monday, according to CNN, but no 
further details have been released. 
Additionally, police officers have not 

confirmed whether they consider the 
vandalism a hate crime.

Novak was contacted personally 
by Greitens, who said he wanted a 
large and diverse group of young 
people participating in his event on 
Wednesday afternoon. Novak then 
reached out to a number of groups 
on campus—including many sorori-
ties and fraternities—to help out. 

Sophomore and president of Zeta 
Beta Tau Perry Gordon was one stu-
dent who made it out to Greitens’ 
event. Gordon said he and about 
20 of his brothers, some of whom 
skipped class to attend, were a 
part of between 50-75 Washington 
University students who attended. 

“We have resources [as a frater-
nity] that most people don’t really 
have, so taking advantage of these 
resources to help out in the com-
munity and do things that we’re 
passionate about is extremely 
important,” Gordon said. “It’s 
hard to believe that things like this 
really happen, so hearing about it in 
our backyard really makes a bigger 
impact.”

Vice President Mike Pence, who 
was in already in town for an unre-
lated engagement at Fabick Cat in 
Fenton, Mo., also made a surprise 
appearance at the event. According 
to the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, he 
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Washington University 
community members gath-
ered in Tisch Commons 
to hold a demonstration 
ahead of  a talk on mar-
riage and the importance 
of  procreation by Reverend 
Jonathan Fisk, and spon-
sored by the Lutheran 
Student Fellowship, Monday 
evening. 

The event, titled “Nothing 
But Love: A Demonstration 
of  Inclusion,” was organized 
by freshmen Grace Kavinsky 
and Noah Heilenbach in 
response to controversy 
and concerns regarding the 
conservative Fisk’s previous 
anti-LGBTQIA* rhetoric.

Following the publi-
cizing of  Fisk’s lecture 
entitled “Original Diversity: 
Man and Woman in 
Christ,” Heilenbach and 
Kavinsky began planning 
their response, contact-
ing Assistant Dean in the 
College of  Arts & Sciences 
Jami Ake for guidance. In 
the wake of  violent stu-
dent protests that led to 
the cancellation of  a Milo 
Yiannopoulos talk at the 
University of  California, 
Berkeley, Heilenbach and 
Kavinsky were careful to 
frame the event as a peaceful 
demonstration rather than a 
protest. 

“We didn’t want to 
obstruct his path to getting 
up to the room. And we 
weren’t going to write a let-
ter to Chancellor Wrighton 
or some university big-
wig saying ‘this person 

shouldn’t be allowed to 
speak,’” Heilenbach said. 
“We wanted to have a 
peaceful demonstration of  
our disapproval, and more 
importantly, an opportunity 
for all of  us to get together 
and start building a coalition 
among students who are 
very like-minded but don’t 
always get to interact.”

Freshman Hannah 
Wheaton began the coun-
ter-event by leading a 
rendition of  “This Land 
is Your Land” by Woody 
Guthrie. Featured speak-
ers include junior Olivia 
Beres, freshman Maya 
Terry and Jeffrey McCune, 
professor of  African and 
African-American Studies 
and Women, Gender, and 
Sexuality Studies. 

Beres stated that the 
Lutheran Campus Ministry, 
which she is part of  and 
which cosponsored the 
counter-event, is unapol-
ogetically pro-choice, 
pro-woman and pro-
LGBTQIA*. She clarified 
that Fisk’s views are not rep-
resentative of  the views of  
others in the Christian faith.  

“[I’ve] seen that the 
majority of  people at [Wash. 
U.] and the majority of  
Christians don’t believe 
this. These are some hateful 
voices that do not represent 
most Christians and most 
Lutherans,” Beres said. 

A term used in Fisk 
lecture’s title, “Original 
Diversity,” generated ques-
tions and confusion from 
some, and McCune viewed 
the term as promoting a sin-
gular form of  Christianity 

representing a white, het-
erosexual, patriarchal 
perspective.  

“I have no idea what an 
‘Original Diversity’ talk 
looks like. Diversity requires 
more than one and the per-
spectives of  Fisk seem to be 
preoccupied with one type,” 
McCune said. 

According to Fisk, the 
term “original diversity” 
refers to genetic diversity 
within men and women that 
allow them to reproduce. 

“The idea is that from a 
Christian perspective, we 
believe that God made us, 
male and female, and that 
that diversity exists so that 
we can procreate and have 
children. So that original 
diversity of  creation, man 
and woman, exist so that 
species can continue. And 
that is a good thing,” Fisk 
said. 

According to junior 
Ethan Schueler, a mem-
ber of  Lutheran Student 
Fellowship leadership, the 
group that brought in Fisk, 
the talk was intentionally 
scheduled to follow Sex 
Week due to the relevancy 
of  a discussion of  sex and 
marriage. 

“It is to comment on how 
we view our lives in terms of  
procreation and what that 
means for society and what 
that could mean economi-
cally too,” Schueler said.

Though they did not 
anticipate the controversy 
that ensued, Schueler insists 
that the goal of  inviting Fisk 
was to generate dialogue 
and engage in a discussion 
amongst the student body.

“Our event was really to 
bring about a discussion that 
a lot of  times isn’t had. And 
maybe this type of  event, 
both this event and their 
event, will foster some sort 
of  dialogue on campus. And 
it’s certainly not to margin-
alize anybody but it’s to 
engage people in a discus-
sion. That was really our 
goal,” Schueler said. 

During Fisk’s speech, he 
emphasized that the focus 
of  his talk was not on the 
LGBTQIA* community but 
on promoting child-bearing 
within marital relationships 
in order to ensure the future 
success of  the human race. 
He supported his advo-
cacy of  reproduction by 
citing declining birth rates 
worldwide. 

“Whether you’re of  
homosexual orientation or 

heterosexual orientation, 
what are we going to do 
about the fact that no one is 
having kids on a world level. 
I shouldn’t say ‘no one’ but 
it’s a significant problem,” 
Fisk said. 

The majority of  his hour-
long lecture focused on 
demographics, with a sig-
nificant portion dedicated 
to discussion of  a declining 
workforce, aging population 
and declining birth rates, 
leading to crippling eco-
nomic issues that younger 
generations will be forced to 
tackle.

“When I saw that this 
protest was going to take 
place, I really wanted to try 
to provide a talking point 
for the event that was some-
thing that could be common 
ground and something that 
we all could sink our teeth 

into even if  you disagree 
with my view on man and 
woman,” Fisk said. “I don’t 
go around talking about 
marriage regularly. My goal 
is to talk about Jesus regu-
larly; who he is, what he’s 
done, the history of  that, the 
defense of  that as an idea, 
and how that’s good news 
for humanity.”

Heilenbach 
emphasized that the dem-
onstration was not an attack 
on the Lutheran Student 
Fellowship and expressed 
his excitement to meet with 
members of  their leadership. 

“We harbor no resentment 
toward the Lutheran Student 
Fellowship. The idea that 
‘Nothing But Love’ was an 
ad hominem attack on any 
member of  that group is 
inaccurate and was not our 
intention,” Heilenbach said.
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THURSDAY 23

Assembly Series: “The Sustainable Development Goals: Toward Better Living Standards 
for Everyone”
Hillman Hall, Clark-Fox Forum, 4 p.m. 
John McArthur will delineate the United Nations objectives and explain why he’s hopeful for 
the world’s future.

The God Debate
Graham Chapel, 7 p.m. 
Wallace Marshall, director of the Reasonable Faith Coalition and James Croft, director of the 
Ethical Society of St. Louis, debate the existence of God and what that says about the way we 
live our lives. 

Karaoke Night at Ursa’s
Ursa’s Stageside, 9 p.m. 
Come on out to Ursa’s Stageside for an amazing time with friends, food and lots of karaoke.

FRIDAY 24

Goin’ Pro 2017: 25th Famaly Reunion
Simon Hall, May Auditorium, 6 p.m.
This year the Amateurs celebrate our quarter century of singing at Goin’ Pro: 25th Famaly 
Reunion. They will be singing music featuring artists including Lady Gaga, Sam Smith and 
many more. 

Mardi Party @ URSA’S!
Ursa’s Stageside, 9 p.m.
Ursa’s will have some food and every activity your little heart could desire from mask making 
to “Pin the Tie on the Chancellor Wrighton Cutout.” 

SATURDAY 25

2017 MLA Lecture Series on Creativity
Olin Library, Suite 202, 5:30 p.m.
Vice Chancellor for Operations and Technology Transfer and professor of engineering prac-
tice Dedric Carter will speak.

Performing Arts Department Presents “Macbeth”
Edison Theatre, 8 p.m.
Shakespeare’s bloody psychological thriller blends witchcraft, murder, madness, ghosts and an 
unbridled lust for power—into one boiling cauldron. Reflect on America’s recently concluded 
presidential election by experiencing Shakespeare at his most politically powerful (and con-
temporary!).

SUNDAY 26

Hasan Minhaj: A Night With The Daily Show Correspondent
Graham Chapel, 6:30 p.m.
Indian-American Muslim comedian, actor and writer Hasan Minhaj will come to Graham 
Chapel. He is one of the most prominent Muslims in mainstream media. His comedy skits 
and segments on television often deal with issues pertinent to American Muslims.

theFLIPSIDE
EVENT CALENDAR

THURS 23
CLOUDY   
72/60

FRI 24
PARTLY CLOUDY
70/32

SAT  25     
PARTLY CLOUDY 
 42/27

POLICE BEAT
FEB 17
Larceny
Anheuser-Busch Hall—Complainant delayed in reporting a stolen bike which had been 
secured with a cable lock.  Loss $650.
Disposition: Pending

SUN 26    
MOSTLY CLOUDY 
 51/37

Israeli entrepreneur 
and philanthropist Sivan 
Ya’ari, founder and CEO of  
Innovation: Africa, spoke to 
students about the missions 
and actions of  her organi-
zation, which brings Israeli 
technologies, food and seeds 
to African countries with the 
goal of  ending cyclical pov-
erty, at Hillel Tuesday.

Innovation: Africa 
has 133 projects in seven 
African countries: Malawi, 
Tanzania, Uganda, Senegal, 
Ethiopia, South Africa and 
Democratic Republic of  the 
Congo.

Born into poverty in 
Israel, Ya’ari moved to 
France, volunteered at age 
18 in the Israeli army and 
then studied in the United 
States. 

Visiting a school in 
Africa, Ya’ari realized that 
many were worse off, liv-
ing in mud huts, without 
access to toilets, sufficient 
food or electricity. A total 
of  620 million people in 
Africa live without elec-
tricity, and Sivan said she 
has made it her lifelong 
mission to change that 
number.

The lack of  energy, 
Sivan said, also means that 

people do not have ade-
quate health services.

She went back to Africa 
with two solar panels—
drawing on her own 
background, since Israeli law 
mandates that every roof  in 
Israel has solar panels. 

She noted that while heat 
from the sun has created 
problems in Africa, harness-
ing solar energy remediates 
many issues in the continent.

“Sometimes the source 
of  the problem is also the 
source of  the solution,” 
Sivan said. 

Innovation: Africa has 
constructed drip irrigation 
systems in Africa so that 
people can be clean and 
healthy, with more kids, 
especially more girls, going 
to schools. 

For all the work it’s 
done, the organization has 
received the UN Innovation 
Award, yet Sivan said she 
still isn’t satisfied. She hopes 
to reach an additional two 
million people by 2020 and 
help an extra 30 villages per 
year.

“Break the cycle of  pov-
erty,” Sivan said. “You don’t 
need to invent...you just 
need to share...because it 
doesn’t take much to help 
people.”

Innovation: Africa has 
installed 750 watts of  solar 

panels, innovated irrigation 
systems for clean water, built 
roads and institutions such 
as schools and hospitals and 
helped to bring investment, 
build industry and create 
jobs for the unemployed. 

Freshman Jacob 
Scheinman said he 
admired Sivan’s perseverant 
mentality.

“It was really inter-
esting to see how her 
failures shaped her organi-
zation from the beginning,” 
Scheinman said. “And [how 
she] innovated her organiza-
tion to make it as beneficial 
as possible.” 

Freshman Nadav Harper 
found the presentation 
inspiring.

 “As an environmentally 
conscientious individual, 
I really appreciate the fact 
that this has affected a large 
number of  people. With 
each instance, they’ve had 
extreme success, and I think 
that following this model…
will be a huge part of  the 
next decade in improving 
the region,” Harper said.

Yet, George Gathiani, 
a sophomore from Kenya, 
voiced his concerns about 
Innovation: Africa’s work, 
acknowledging that while 
it has done great things to 
reduce poverty in Africa, 
water cannot fix everything.

Students, faculty hold demonstration ahead of ‘Original Diversity’ talk
CHALAUN LOMAX
STAFF REPORTER

Israeli CEO, philanthropist 
speaks to students at Hillel

KAYLA STEINBERG
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

JENNIFER RA | STUDENT LIFE

COURTESY OF MIRIAM ROSS-HIRSCH

Israeli entrepreneur Sivan Ya’ari speaks at Hillel on Tuesday. Ya’ari, a philanthropist, spoke 
of obstacles she faced while creating Innovation: Africa.

People gather in Tisch Commons for the counter protest. The counter protest was held in 
opposition to a speech by Reverend Jonathan Fisk hosted by the Lutheran Student Fellowship.
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within Student Union, espe-
cially when Student Union is 
made up of  officials who are 
directly elected by the student 
body, so you think there’s 
that level of  transparency 
that must be had,” Sng said 
in an interview with Student 
Life. “At the same time, I 
want to acknowledge that 
information cannot be given 
out that might compromise 
the identity of  officers that 
might be involved and also 
that might compromise the 
integrity of  the office. The 
balance was the all-school 
email.” 

Sng noted that this report 
is unrelated from the recent 
resignations of  SU’s vice 
president of  administration 
and three members of  the 
Junior Class Council, add-
ing that the report is also 
unrelated from the recent 
resignation of  junior Ben 
Hauser, formerly Speaker of  
the Senate.

Hauser said he was 
surprised to learn of  the 
investigation following 
his resignation, especially 
because he thought he had 
left Senate in good hands.

“It was a little bit jarring 
for me because I had written 
in my resignation letter that I 
was confident I was leading 

Senate past any major chal-
lenges and the rest of  the 
semester would be smooth 
sailing,” Hauser said. “I 
resigned, and within half  an 
hour I heard, ‘By the way, do 
you know there’s an inves-
tigation into Senate?’ So, I 
was pretty surprised. I was 
caught off-guard because I 
didn’t even know anything 
about it.”

Senior and SU Vice 
President of  Administration 
Cary Cheng said he expects 
Senate to return to session 
next week, as there is more 
work to be done.

“We don’t want to rush 
into a Senate session where 
we have senators sit down 
and operate on incomplete 
information, so that’s what 
we want to avoid, Cheng 
said. “Senate does have very 
important business to attend 
to, and I think that’s our 
number one priority right 
now, is to wait for Campus 
Life and Con Council to 
complete their investigation 
and report their findings and 
then sort of  reconvene as 
soon as possible so we can 
move ahead with the things 
we have planned for the rest 
of  the semester.”

Sophomore senator Brian 
Adler said he is concerned 

about Senate’s ability to be 
constructive with the uncer-
tainty regarding the situation.

“I am very worried about 
the remaining few weeks and 
our ability to continue where 
we left off  before Spring elec-
tions, and I think others feel 
the same way,” Adler wrote 
to Student Life. “I think 
most of  us share that same 
concern and, frankly, don’t 
know who we’re not going to 
see at the next meeting. It’s a 
weird feeling. I really, really 
love SU and have devoted 
the last year and a half  to it 
so I really hope we can still 
do good work.” 

Sophomore senator Lydia 
Duran agreed that this is a 
shift for Student Union but 
noted that the March 7 elec-
tion is coming up.

“It’s definitely a transition 
period for SU right now, so 
it’s a good thing that elec-
tions are coming up. I’m 
confident in the current 
and future SU Exec to keep 
things on track despite every-
thing that has happened in 
the last few weeks,” Duran 
wrote. 

The University declined 
to comment on the status 
of  this ongoing investiga-
tion, along with five Student 
Union senators.

offered words of support to 
the community while con-
demning the vandalism.

While the toppled tomb-
stones had already been fixed 
by this point, volunteers at 
the event helped clean the 
cemetery by raking leaves and 
cleaning gravestones. Gordon 
said he and other ZBT broth-
ers volunteered and handed 
out water bottles and other 
supplies.

Efforts for fundrais-
ing through Chabad and 
Hillel have already raised 
around $3,000 for the cem-
etery, according to Hillel 
Leadership Council Vice 
President of Operations and 
senior Ryan Friedman. 

“The way we did this was 
really rapid and fast-acting,” 
HLC president and senior 
Neil Stein said. “We saw 
the need in the community 
to immediately address the 
issue as quickly as possible, 
and I think that one of  the 
things we’ve enjoyed most 
about it is the amount of  
quick efforts that have been 
put out by lots of  people in 

order to get this arranged as 
quickly as possible.”

Hillel and Chabad have 
been working together to 
raise awareness on social 
media, raise money through 
their joint fundraising 
campaign and volunteer 
through trips to the cem-
etery to help with filing and 
fielding phone calls, many 
from people who want to 
help or know if  their fami-
lies were affected. 

For Friedman and Stein, 
who plan on visiting the 
cemetery to volunteer today, 
the outpouring of  support 
from the community—both 
from the Jewish community 
and beyond—has been the 
most encouraging outcome 
of  the otherwise tragic event.

Friedman cited a pair of  
Muslim activists who have 
already raised $90,000, 
more than needed to repair 
the cemetery and over four 
times their original goal of  
$20,000—a target the pair 
reached within three hours. 

Stein said he was also 
comforted by the selflessness 

of  students who wanted to 
help.

“For many students, it 
would be very challenging 
to get to the cemetery and 
back—it’s not exactly within 
walking distance—and we’re 
all busy college students. This 
is midterms; this is the most 
stressful time of  the year, and 
people are putting in so much 
more effort than I’ve seen at 
any other point in time,” 
Stein said.

The vandalism comes 
after a weekend in which 11 
Jewish Community Centers 
(JCC) around the country 
received bomb threats, fol-
lowing a number of  similar 
threats over the past few 
months.

Stein, whose mother works 
and volunteers at two JCCs 
that have been threatened, 
said the cemetery vandalism 
was particularly striking.

“It’s a little scary because 
we all come from Jewish 
Community Centers or 
grew up at these Jewish 
Community Centers that 
have been threatened, but 

until now they’ve just been 
threats,” he said. “Seeing the 
reality that it can happen is a 
little terrifying, but also seeing 
the outpouring of commu-
nity standing strong with us 
has been one of the happier 
moments in dark days.”

While details of the inves-
tigation into the vandalism 

have not been released yet, 
Novak warned against jump-
ing to conclusions about 
whether it was connected to 
the current political climate.

“The truth is that nobody 
really knows because the 
police—who are doing a won-
derful job collecting evidence 
and so forth—it’s ultimately 

up to them to complete an 
investigation. And once they 
find the perpetrators, then the 
police can investigate their 
motives and their intent, and 
then there will be more clar-
ity,” he said. “It’s unwise to 
speculate absent evidence.”

Additional reporting by Ella 
Chochrek. 

SU from page 1 

CEMETERY from page 1 

HOLLY RAVAZZOLO | STUDENT LIFE

Community members work to repair gravestones at Chesed Shel Emeth Cemetery after it was 
vandalized. Chabad at WashU and WashU Hillel has raised close to $3,000 in support of the cemetery.

LET THEM EAT CAKE

JORDAN CHOW | STUDENT LIFE

Chancellor Mark Wrighton cuts a cake with the outline of George Washington in Tisch 
Commons. Wrighton helpd in kicking off celebration for President’s Day, and helped mark 
the beginning of George Washington week, which is hosted annually by Lock and Chain.

FOLLOW US

@STUDLIFEWU



Barring the phenom-
enally unlikely, the No. 
7 Washington University 
women’s basketball team 
will play in the NCAA 
Tournament come March. 
In order to absolutely 
guarantee themselves a 
spot in the playoffs, how-
ever, the Bears will have 
to clinch the conference 
championship. Luckily for 
them, there is a de facto 
title game happening this 
Saturday as the Bears (11-2 
UAA) host the University 

of  Chicago (11-2 UAA) in 
the Wash. U. Field House. 
The winner will earn the 
UAA crown and the auto-
matic playoff  bid that 
comes with it. 

If  the Bears are able to 
pull off  a victory, it will be 
their fourth straight confer-
ence title.

This showdown is hitting 
the Red and Green at the 
right time. The Bears are 
undefeated in their last ten 
games and currently hold a 
near-spotless 22-2 record. 
It’s important to note, how-
ever, that the Maroons are 
on a streak of  their own. 

The Maroons are unde-
feated in the month of  
February, a span of  six 
games with an average 
margin of  victory of  21.2 
points.

Here is a look at some 
key points before the Red 
and Green suit up with 
UAA glory on the line.

OFFENSIVE 
EFFICIENCY 

Much of  the Bears’ 
success this season has 
come from their offen-
sive efficiency—Wash. 
U. has a season field goal 

percentage of  46.1 per-
cent, the sixth-best mark in 
Division III.

“I really think it has to 
do with us sharing the ball 
well and making sure we 

make the extra pass to get a 
good shot,” senior forward 
Zoe Vernon said. “Also, a 
big focus this year has been 
our inside play, so we have 
gotten a lot of  high per-
centage shots that are close 
to the basket.”

Another factor of  their 
efficiency has been the 
Bears’ ability to hold onto 
the ball. Their assist-to-
turnover ratio, at 1.33, is 
the third-best in Division 
III, averaging 17.4 assists 
to only 13 turnovers per 
matchup. Sophomore for-
ward Madeline Homoly 
credits head coach Nancy 
Fahey for that mark. 

“[She] is such an excel-
lent coach, and she has 
prepared with different 
plays and strategies within 
our system that allow us 
to counter many different 
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Made Me

99,000

SPORTS
There was this notion for 

weeks that the Washington 
University men’s basketball 
team was going to have 
to win out the regular sea-
son in order to capture the 
UAA crown. Turns out they 
didn’t need to. 

After a month and a half  
of  nipping at the Bears’ 
heels from a game away in 
the standings, the University 
of  Rochester finally fal-
tered. The Yellowjackets 
suffered an unexpected 
loss against Case Western 
Reserve University in the 
regular season’s penultimate 
weekend. The defeat, plus 

another perfect road series 
from the Red and Green, 
guaranteed Wash. U. its 
14th UAA title and first 
since 2014. 

“It’s been a goal since 
last year, not just this year,” 
head coach Mark Edwards 
said. 

Edwards’ comment 
has extra emphasis if  
you remember how the 
Bears finished last season. 
Everyone knows about 
the six-game UAA losing 
streak that derailed Wash. 
U. in 2016. But what gets 
less attention is the fact 
that they ended the year 
with five straight confer-
ence wins. Slap that onto 
the Bears’ 12-1 UAA record 

in 2017, and you’ve got 
nearly a year and a half  of  
domination. 

“It carries a lot of  
weight,” Edwards said 
of  the conference title, 
although he did acknowl-
edge a lack of  nationally 
ranked UAA programs this 
year. This led to an unusual 
lack of  parity.  

Three teams finished 
within two games of  the 
UAA championship in 
2016; four in 2015. This 
year, just the Bears and the 
Yellowjackets duked it out 
at the top of  the standings, 
with Wash. U. currently 
leading third place Emory 
University by a whopping 
four games. 

You can thank a lot of  
roster turnover for that.

New York University 
graduated four of  its top 
five offensive threats. Case 
Western Reserve University 
has just one senior in its 
starting five and three fresh-
men seeing major minutes. 
Even Emory University, 
which won the last two con-
ference titles, had to replace 
its top two scorers this year. 

All this has meant that 
Wash. U. and Rochester 
own a collective 0.846 
in-conference winning per-
centage while the rest of  
the UAA scuffled along at 
0.385. 

Still, there are occasion-
ally surprises, like when 
a veteran Rochester team 
lost to Case Western this 
past weekend. The Spartans 
went winless through 
the first half  of  confer-
ence play, but against the 
UAA’s second place team, 
they grabbed 19 offensive 
rebounds and took 21 more 
shot attempts to overwhelm 

the Yellowjacket defense.  

***
The Bears are conference 

champions, but based on 
the classic counting stats, 
Rochester profiles as the 
slightly better team. On 
offense, the Yellowjackets 
score nearly as many points, 
shoot a tick more efficiently 
and cough up roughly the 
same number of  turnovers 
as Wash. U. On defense, 
Rochester holds a clearer 
advantage, allowing just 
65.5 points per game to 
Wash. U.’s 71.1.

What the UAA title really 
came down to was con-
sistency. Rochester relies 
much more on three-point 
shooting than Wash. U. 
And when those shots don’t 
fall, as is sometimes the case 
with a skill that fickle, the 
Yellowjackets fall into trou-
ble. The 21-3 Yellowjackets 
are suddenly 2-2 when 
shooting 25 percent or less 
from beyond the arc. The 
Bears are 7-2 under the same 
criteria. Unsurprisingly, 
Rochester shot 4-24 from 
range when the team lost to 
Case Western. 

Not that the Bears haven’t 
had their own unexpected 
hurdles. In what ended up 
being its conference clinch-
ing game against Brandeis 
University, Wash. U. had 
to face a Judges team that 
was, frankly, shooting out 
of  its mind. On the season, 
Brandeis averages 41.8 per-
cent from the floor, plus 
36.3 from range. This past 
Sunday they shot over 60 
percent in both categories. 
The Bears still won 95-91.

“We didn’t say, ‘Oh my 
gosh’ when they started hit-
ting three,” Edwards said. 

“We just said, ‘OK, we’ve 
got to do this, this and 
this.’” What the Bears did 
was score 50 points in the 
paint and pull down a plus-
seven rebound margin. 

“Just winning the games 
isn’t going to make you a 
better team,” Edwards said. 
“What makes you a better 
team is being able to go into 
Brandeis like last Sunday 
and play a team that goes 
17 for 28 from three-point 
range, and still win. These 
are the things that we were 
missing last year.”

***
The plan this Saturday 

for the Bears was to host the 
University of  Chicago with 

the UAA championship on 
the line. Even though there 
won’t be the same gravity 
now, Edwards isn’t letting 
his team play soft.

“We’re going to win, 
there is no doubt about 
that,” Edwards said. 

The plan is to play the 
regular rotation. As far as 
what he’ll be looking for 
out of  his athletes, Edwards 
would like to see them shut 
down Chicago’s three-point 
game. The Maroons cur-
rently lead the UAA in 
three-point field goal per-
centage, so it’ll likely be 
a tough challenge as the 
Bears prep for the NCAA 
Tournament, which starts 
March 3.

AARON BREZEL
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

A look at men’s basketball’s 14th conference championship

SKYLER KESSLER | STUDENT LIFE

Junior forward Andrew Sanders goes up for the dunk in the 
Bearss game aganist UC Santa Cruz. The team clinched its 
14th conference championship earlier this week. 

Automatic tournament bid on the line for women’s basketball against Chicago
ANNA SCHOENFELD
STAFF REPORTER

STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE

Junior David Schmelter shoots in a game aganist Rochester.  
The Bears face the University of Chicago this weekend at home.

JORDAN CHOW | STUDENT LIFE

Sophomore guard Becca Clark-Callender guards a New York University player during the 
Bear’s game aganist NYU. The team takes on the University of Chicago this weekend.

SEE CHICAGO, PAGE 7
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SCENE
Mardi Gras in St. Louis 

is definitely something 
you should experience at 
least once. That said, it’s 
not for everyone. Not that 
day drinking in the middle 
of  the street isn’t great, 
but it can get exhausting 
if  you’re not super into 
crowds. Or if  you’re like 
me, you’re old, and you’d 
rather be doing crossword 
puzzles by yourself. Either 
way, here are a few things 
you can do in lieu of  cel-
ebrating Mardi Gras: 

Go to the 
Kemper Art 
Museum 

The Kemper is under-
rated. If  you’re not in the 
art school, you’re prob-
ably not used to hanging 
out around there—change 
that! There’s an extensive 
exhibit on playwright, 
novelist and visual artist 
Rosalyn Drexler that’s 
running through April. 
If  you’re looking for 
something to do Friday 
night, there’s a screening 
titled “French Film at 
the Turn of  the Century: 
“Spectacles de curiosite” 
happening at the Kemper 
as well. Even if  you don’t 
end up checking it out, it’s 
still fun hitting “going” on 
the Facebook event, even 
if  its just to pretend you 
know things about French 
films. 

Go to something 
on campus

Soulard is far. Staying 
on campus is more con-
venient than spending 
the money to Uber there. 
On Friday night at 7:30 
p.m., African Students 
Association is having its 
annual fashion show in 
Tisch Commons. The 

theater department is also 
putting on “Macbeth” 
Friday and Saturday 
night. Technically, you 
could go to these events 
and also still go to Mardi 
Gras. But you’d probably 
feel more productive if  
you supported your fellow 
students in the evening 
and slept in during the 
day. Why is Mardi Gras 
so early, anyway? 

Ball out of control 
on vending 
machine snacks

Find your favorite 
vending machine on 
campus, find your favorite 
friend with the most Bear 
Bucks and have at it. We 
don’t appreciate vending 
machines enough. They’re 
thrilling. Like, you put 
your money in, and then 
you hit a few buttons, and 
suddenly, a snack just 
descends to the bottom 
of  the machine! Isn’t that 
crazy? If  someone had 
given George Washington 
a vending machine, he 
would’ve quit being presi-
dent just to mess around 
with it. This is a personal 
hypothesis and I stand 
by it. 

Sit in Chipotle 
for hours as you 
mourn

The. Delmar Loop. 
Chipotle. Is. Closing. 
It’s temporary, but that 
doesn’t make it any less 
upsetting. Get there right 
when they open. Don’t 
even buy anything. Just 
sit at a table by yourself, 
in silence, as y ou reflect 
on all the memories you 
made (or didn’t make) 
here. Remember that 
time you got a burrito? 
Remember that other time 
you got a burrito? I’m 
tearing up. 

Have brunch in 
Forest Park

It seems like global 
warming is here to stay! 
While this isn’t great 
news for the planet, it is 

a wonderful time to have 
a picnic in the park. You 
can snack on sandwiches 
and mimosas as you take 
in the unexpected beauty 
of  mid-February. Plus, 

you don’t have to deal 
with situating yourself  
within hoards of  drunk 
people, and you probably 
won’t lose your friends in 
the crowd! 

Read the 
Wikipedia page 
for Mardi Gras

I mean, it’s basically like 
you were there.  

Mardi nah: Alternatives to going to Soulard for Mardi Gras
RIMA PARIKH
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR

Parties brave the crowds in the Soulard neighborhood to enjoy the warm weather and celebrate Mardi Gras, which celebrates a feast 
before fasting in the Christian tradition of Lent, last year. St. Louis hosts the second-largest Mardi Gras celebration in the nation.
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On Monday, The 
Riverfront Times reported 
that the Chipotle on the 
Delmar Loop is closing 
its doors at the end of  the 
month. It’s not part of  the 
trend of  high restaurant 
turnover on the Loop due 
to financial troubles; it’s 
because the lease for the 
space is up, and Chipotle 
is choosing to relocate to 
a new more convenient 
space nearby. 

There’s no set reopen-
ing date yet. I know it’s 
going to reopen, but I’m 

still heartbroken. There 
is something about the 
Loop Chipotle that’s dif-
ferent from all the other 
Chipotles. It’s special. 
Maybe it’s because the 
location is such a con-
venient after-class stop. 
Maybe it’s because it’s the 
Chipotle that has most 
largely characterized my 
college experience. Maybe 
it’s because the employees 
at that Chipotle are the 
only ones that don’t think 
it’s sad that a Chipotle 
has largely characterized 
my college experience. 

I think, though, that 
it was the employees. 

If  you’ve never gotten 
the chance to hang out 
with that Chipotle team, 
I highly recommend it. 
I know you’re probably 
thinking, “Rima, how do 
you hang out with them? 
Are you just that close 
to them?” The answer is 
no! I just spend a lot of  
time in there, and no one 
tells me to leave! It’s one 
of  the few places where 
I make eye contact with 
strangers for fun. 

I know that even as 
I wallow in my pit of  
despair, it’s necessary 
that I express my grati-
tude for all the times the 

employees at the Chipotle 
have come through for 
me. 

There was that one 
times that I came in for 
a veggie bowl. It turned 
out that they were out of  
guacamole that day. My 
face fell, but I didn’t want 
to be a baby about it. 
Then, for no reason, they 
gave me the bowl for free. 
Just because they ran out 
of  guac! 

And then there was that 
other time that I stumbled 
in on a Saturday morning. 
I was hungover, I hadn’t 
showered, my hair was 
a garbage pile and my 

face looked exceptionally 
grumpy. 

The moment I stepped 
in, the entire team gave 
me a head nod and com-
plimented my jacket. I 
know they probably have 
to compliment everyone 
who comes in during 
off-hours, but it felt so 
genuine that I forgot that 
I smelled like a fraternity 
basement.  

Thank you, Delmar 
Loop Chipotle, for being 
so charitable to me. 
Thank you to the entire 
Chipotle team for being 
so cohesive, and for seem-
ing like you guys were 

really good friends in real 
life. Thank you for mak-
ing Chipotle taste extra 
good and for making me 
forget about that time that 
you guys had a nation-
wide E. coli outbreak. 
Honestly, you guys could 
probably make E. coli 
taste really good. If  any-
one on the team were ever 
in a situation where their 
life was in danger unless 
someone else ate E. coli 
for them, I would do it. I 
would eat E. coli for any 
of  you guys. Is that too 
much? I’m sorry. 

I’ll miss you, Delmar 
Loop Chipotle.   

RIB (Rest in Burrito): A eulogy for the Delmar Loop Chipotle
RIMA PARIKH
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR
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NOW YOU CAN USE YOUR BEAR BUCKS
2 BLOCKS SOUTH OF CAMPUS!
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types of  defenses,” Homoly 
said. 

BENCH  
WARRIORS

 
Fahey is known for utilizing 
her whole roster, and this 
season has been no different. 
Four bench players currently 
average four or more points 
per game. Leading the sec-
ond unit is Homoly, who 
averages a team-high 13.8 
points and 6.7 rebounds 
per game. Homoly has also 
exhibited the ability to take 
over the offense, scoring 
24-plus points five times this 
season.  

Sophomore guard Becca 
Clark-Callender is another 
member of  the second unit 
that has been clutch in late-
game moments, recently 
propelling the Bears to a win 
in the final minute of  a tight 
game against Rochester two 
weeks ago. She’s also a big 
part of  Wash. U.’s impec-
cable ball movement—her 
3.3 assists per game put her 
at fourth in the UAA.

SCOUTING 
CHICAGO

Despite the Bears rou-
tinely entering the matchup 
as the favorite, Chicago has 
played Wash. U. tough the 
past two years. Since last 
season, the Red and Green 
are 1-2 against the Maroons. 
This includes the Bears’ first 
loss of  this season. Chicago 
dropped the Bears 75-68 in 
early January, with a 15-1 
run in the third quarter. In 
that game, the Maroons 
were propelled by an 8-19 
shooting performance from 
beyond the arc.  

 When the Bears look 
to even the score against 
Chicago, they’ll have to 
worry about the Maroons’ 
up-tempo offense, which 
averages 74.4 points per 
game, the third-best mark in 
the UAA. Slowing down the 
pace of  play is something 
that Wash. U. has been suc-
cessful at in recent weeks. 
Last weekend against New 
York University, the Red 
and Green held the Violets 
to a paltry 37 points and 25 
percent shooting from the 
floor.

 
MAROONS  
TO WATCH

On the Chicago offense, 
look for Chicago senior for-
ward Britta Nordstrom, who 
leads the team with 12.9 
points per game while pull-
ing down 6.5 rebounds per 
game. Her 53.3 field goal 
percentage is fifth-best in the 
UAA.

The Bears will also have 
to pay close attention to 
freshman Taylor Lake, who 
went off  for a career-high 
23 points against Wash. U. 
earlier this season. She’s 
averaging 9.9 points per 
game and has a 48.9 field 
goal percentage off  the 
bench this season.

HOME
SWEET HOME

The Bears should be 
happy that they get to host 
this decisive showdown. 
Wash. U. is currently 11-0 
in the Wash. U. Field House 
this season and own an over-
all record of  188-11 against 
UAA opponents at home in 
their history.
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STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE

Senior Jenn Dynis goes up for the tip off in Wash. U.’s game aganist New York University. The Bears look to take home  
another UAA championship this weekend in a contest against the University of Chicago this weekend in the Wash. U. Field House.

CHICAGO from page 4 
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Keep SU accountable, pay attention to upcoming elections
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T
hroughout 
elementary and 
middle school, I 
followed a pre-

dictable routine. Everyday, 
I came home, dropped 
my backpack on the floor 
and sat down to watch the 
previous night’s episodes of  
“The Daily Show with Jon 
Stewart” and “The Colbert 
Report;” on Sundays, I 
caught up on “Saturday 
Night Live.” Sure, I read the 
newspaper and occasionally 
turned on NBC (and once, 
accidentally, C-SPAN), but 
most of  my exposure to 
politics was through comedy. 
For me, politics and satire 
have always gone hand in 
hand. But lately, satire 
has started to feel a little 
different.

What political satire 
has always done best is sift 
through the overwhelming 

garbage heap of  our politi-
cal landscape and pull out 
what’s important. In the 
midst of  the never-ending 
influx of  news and media, 
satire points at something 
we haven’t noticed and says 
“that is absurd, and here’s 
why.” 

Satire’s ability to make 
us really look at politics is 
critical. However, the current 
state of  the country is pre-
senting challenges that satire 
struggles to address. Donald 
Trump is already a comical, 
larger-than-life figure. There 
is hardly anything Alec 
Baldwin can do or say in an 
“SNL” skit that we could 
not imagine Trump actually 
doing or saying.

The techniques of  satire 
that served us so well in 
more normal times don’t 
have quite the same effect 
lately. That doesn’t mean 
that we must give up on 
political comedy. It also 
doesn’t mean that we have to 

start over from scratch. But 
we do need to look at what 
doesn’t work and how we 
can fix it, and at what does 
work and how we can build 
on it. 

Entertaining as they 
might be, late-night shows 
like Jimmy Fallon and 
Jimmy Kimmel’s are not the 
medium we need right now. 
At worst, they coddle and 
normalize the new admin-
istration, as Fallon did with 
the Trump hair-ruffling skit. 
At best, these shows are 
good for a laugh or a com-
forting dose of normalcy. 
But the strict format of late-
night television, dominated 
by an opening monologue 
and interviews, is increas-
ingly tired. It’s hard to do 
anything new or revolution-
ary on late-night shows, and 
their places on big networks 
mean that they are even 
more restricted.

“SNL” better approaches 
the new satire we need. 

“SNL” has a particular 
advantage—the ear of  the 
president. After Melissa 
McCarthy played press 
secretary Sean Spicer in an 
“SNL” skit, Trump was 
reportedly less than pleased 
with Spicer. The show clearly 
has some influence, which 
it could be exploiting far 
more. Caricatures of  Trump 
and Spicer are entertaining, 
but expanding the target 
pool even further, to include 
senior advisers like Steve 
Bannon could be even more 
effective at shaking up the 
White House. Any chance to 
remove ‘alt-right’ leaders like 
Bannon from Trump’s inner 
circle is worth looking into. 

While “SNL” has the 
attention of  the president, 
other shows are better 
equipped to reach the aver-
age citizen. “Last Week 
Tonight with John Oliver” 
also has the potential to 
become an important exam-
ple for political comedy in 

the Trump era. The show’s 
thorough investigations into 
various social, economic and 
political injustices are both 
entertaining and informative. 
Each episode leaves viewers 
with a specific issue that 
requires their attention, and 
often with concrete ways 
they can get involved. The 
show’s focus on informing 
the public and encouraging 
action, as well as on making 
their audience laugh, is a 
model for the reality-based 
satire we need. 

Less traditional and less 
obviously political is Billy 
Eichner’s “Billy on the 
Street,” featuring Eichner 
roaming the streets of  New 
York City and shouting 
pop culture questions 
at flustered pedestrians. 
Despite its focus on celebri-
ties, the show often makes 
arresting statements about 
political and social issues. 
In the game “Immigrant or 
Real American?,” Eichner 

asks a stranger to identify 
names on a list he reads 
out loud as “immigrant” 
or “real Americans.” All 
the immigrants on the list 
are celebrities, while all 
the “real Americans” just 
happen to be serial killers. 
In a political landscape that 
is more polarized than ever, 
Eichner’s more subtle tech-
nique often feels unusually 
powerful. 

Satire is far from being 
dead. Many shows are head-
ing in the right direction, and 
hopefully they will continue 
to mold political comedy 
into a tool that fits our cur-
rent environment. We need 
this new satire to make us 
laugh at the same time as it 
makes us angry, to provide 
us with an escape from 
politics while also prompting 
us to get more involved. If  
we can figure out how to do 
that, we will be in a much 
better position to survive the 
next four years. 

I
n the next month, the 
Forum section will be 
profiling the upcoming 
mayoral race in St. Louis, 

the first election for the position 
in 16 years not featuring an 
incumbent. Before the primary, 
we will be profiling how the lead-
ing candidates plan to help repair 
and grow our city in certain 
areas: education, crime and 
economic growth.

 
Lyda Krewson is the 

Alderman for the 28th Ward 
of St. Louis, which covers 
much of Forest Park and 
the Central West End. She 
entered the mayoral race in 
June of 2016, and has led a 
valiant front. Her campaign 
budget is nearly twice that of  
the candidate with the second 
highest cash flow, totaling 
nearly $600,000. This large 
supply of cash, along with 
endorsements from the cur-
rent Mayor Slay, the St. Louis 
Police Officer’s Association, 
and the Collector of Revenue 

Daly , put her in a comfort-
able spot in the race--she has 
consistently polled higher 
than all of her opponents. 

Krewson runs on a 
platform of neighborhood 
safety, which stems from the 
tragic death of her husband 
in a carjacking incident, and 
economic growth, which 
comes from her years within 
the private sector. But while 
her intentions seem clear 
and firm, her policy is weak; 
many of her goals are vague 
and lack actionable items. 
She may have convinced the 
general public to get behind 
her, but she has a lot of work 
to do before she proves her 
capability to lead this city 
effectively. 

 
EDUCATION

Lyda Krewson’s policy 
on education is lackluster 
to say the least. Since she is 
so adamant on crime and 
economic development, her 
policy on education has been 
very minimally discussed. In 
one interview with St. Louis 
Public Radio she mentioned 

that in order to tackle crime, 
the root causes of crime need 
to be addressed—including 
a lack of early childhood 
education. 

Other than this mention, 
we are basically left with 
nothing. Her website lists the 
various focus areas that fall 
under “children’s issues”, 
including “Quality Education 
for Every Child,” but there 
are no concrete actionable 
items to actually carry out 
that goal. It indicates that this 
is a throw-away subject for 
her, something she doesn’t 
really care about, but needs to 
include because she doesn’t  
have anything else.

 
CRIME

Public safety is the priority 
of Krewson’s campaign. Due 
to her personal connection 
to crime (her husband was 
killed in a carjacking incident 
in 1995), she has committed 
to improving neighborhood 
safety. Her most significant 
policy proposal is to bolster 
the police department by hir-
ing 200 new officers, raising 

the pay of current officers, 
and investing in new equip-
ment. This powerful stance 
has garnered Krewson an 
endorsement from the local 
police union, the St. Louis 
Police Officers’ Association. 
Although she has some sup-
port in this area, she has also 
received criticism from fellow 
mayoral candidates. Antonio 
French claims that, “Lyda 
has no intention of working 
to repair the broken relation-
ship between the police and 
the black community.” Given 
that Lyda is the only promi-
nent white candidate, this 
criticism carries significant 
weight in a city where nearly 
half of the voting population 
is black.

 
ECONOMIC 
GROWTH AND 
CITY FINANCES

While crime is Lyda 
Krewson’s main focus, 
finances is what she does 
best. She is a CPA and the 
Chief Financial Officer of  
Peckham Guyton Albers & 
Viets, Inc. (PGAV). When 

Krewson first announced 
her campaign, she pledged 
to work with the St. Louis 
Economic Partnership to 
create jobs in alliance with 
her proposal to reduce crime; 
she believes that by creating 
jobs, homelessness will be 
reduced, and crime will fol-
low suit. 

However, she has been 
criticized for an ordinance 
passed back in 2008 that 
criminalized panhandling. 
She spearheaded an initiative 
that called for the implemen-
tation of metered parking 
which was designed to raise 
funds for homeless people in 
the city. While she publicized 
her initiative, the crimi-
nalization of panhandling 
included in the bill, was far 
less known. She continues 
to claim that homelessness 
was reduced as a result of her 
metered-parking initiative. 
However, the more likely 
situation is that the the new 
law on panhandling reduced 
visibility of the homeless 
population.  

Krewson has also been 

criticized for her tax abate-
ment programs; opponents 
have commented that she 
grants tax abatement pro-
posals, which are basically 
property tax reductions, 
for areas that don’t need it, 
thereby leaving money in 
areas that are already thriving 
instead of redistributing to 
regions or departments that 
lack resources.

 
FINAL 
THOUGHTS

Lyda Krewson is a career 
politician, and she appears to 
be relying too much on that 
experience instead of actual 
policy proposals. On paper, 
her policies look admirable 
and concise, but if you dig 
deeper you see that many of  
her programs are problematic 
and do not look to solve the 
severe racial tensions that 
plague the city of St. Louis. If  
Krewson hopes to see success 
as mayor, she’ll need to finesse 
her plans, come up with some 
actionable items, and work 
with the community to resolve 
the issues with her policy.

W
ith the 
release 
of  the 
People’s 

History of  Washington 
University series “Citizen 
Se7en: Examining Secret 
Societies at WashU” earlier 
this week, campus has been 
buzzing with conspiracy 
theories and claims of  
institutional favoritism. 
On social media and in 
conversations, there has 
been a fair amount of  
anger directed toward the 
perceived lack of  account-
ability and transparency 

inherent in such a secret 
society. Yet at this point, all 
of  this is speculation. 

In the same timeframe, 
Student Union has seen 
multiple elected officials 
resign with little transpar-
ency as to why or to what 
effect. Where the first four 
resignations stemmed from 
an inability to continue to 
perform official duties, the 
most recent failures within 
SU stem from inappropriate 
conduct undertaken by SU 
senators and class coun-
cil members. SU officials 
have failed to fulfill their 

obligation of  accountability 
to the student body through 
their conduct and their 
work ethic. But no one has 
posted in outrage on social 
media. No conversations 
are calling for change.

With SU elections 
occurring soon, our edito-
rial board encourages the 
student body to advocate 
for accountability and 
transparency in the highly 
visible organization that we 
know for certain affects our 
day-to-day lives. Electing 
officers that are not only 
competent but motivated 

and cognizant of  the cam-
pus climate is critical. As an 
organization that manages 
a budget of  nearly $4 mil-
lion, SU must be treated 
with the same degree of  
scrutiny that we give to con-
spiracy theories.

Our editorial board 
encourages the student 
body not only to vote, but 
also to carefully read the 
platforms of  the candi-
dates. To put in the due 
diligence past checking the 
boxes next to your friends’ 
names. To ensure that our 
student government doesn’t 

descend into the same 
unchecked institutional 
favoritism that we are cur-
rently so up in arms about.

Even beyond that, our 
editorial board hopes that 
students who are upset with 
how Washington University 
is run, who are upset with 
the inner machinations 
they have no access to, who 
want change, will run. Put 
your ideas on the ballot and 
then use the power and the 
leverage that SU affords to 
enact them. If  your only 
idea is to expose secret 
societies, then lead that 

charge and you may even 
win a decent proportion of  
the vote.

Regardless, our edito-
rial board feels that, at the 
moment, the upcoming 
SU elections are far more 
relevant to this campus than 
any rumblings about secret 
societies. Listen closely to 
the debates, read the candi-
dates’ platforms and vote to 
hold our student govern-
ment accountable for their 
actions. Just because all of  
their transgressions happen 
above ground doesn’t make 
them any less concerning. 
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Let’s whine about live-
action features. It seems that 
Hollywood has really run out 
of ideas this time around and 
is now turning to classic ani-
mated films for inspiration. 
In this case, the definition of  
inspiration is more like “let’s 
hire humans to do the same 
as these animated char-
acters.” The result of this 
inspiration is what is now 
being called “live-action” 
films, which are adaptations 
of animated material. We 
are full-on skinny-dipping 
the wave of live-action 
features, and it doesn’t 
seem to be crashing down 
anytime soon. And if  there’s 
anything we’ve learned from 
superhero films: If  it makes 
money, make 10 more of  
them. But, do we really need 
live-action?

Live-action is not a new 
concept but rather one that 
has gained prominence in 
recent years. We might owe 
this prominence to the reli-
able duo of Johnny Depp 
and Tim Burton. These 
two led the first Disney 
live-action remake of an 
animated film, “Alice in 
Wonderland.” Released 
in 2010, Burton’s “Alice in 
Wonderland” was a global 
juggernaut, surpassing $1 
billion in the box office. Then 
came “Maleficent,” which 
took a revisionist approach 
to the “Sleeping Beauty” 

tale, starring Angelina Jolie. 
Like “Alice,” the film also 
gained Halloween costume 
iconic status. The following 
year, “Cinderella” became 
the next target of live-
action. Directed by Kenneth 
Branagh, the film was a 
hit and even garnered an 
Academy Award nomination 
for costume design. 

Disney didn’t stop there. 
Last year, the Mickey Mouse 
monopoly produced the 
live-action version of “The 
Jungle Book,” directed by 
Jon Favreau. The film was 
both a box office hit and a 
critical success. And since 
then, Disney has not stopped 
and will not stop. Next up 
is the release of “Beauty 
and the Beast” in less than 
a month, starring Emma 
Watson.

In fact, the company has 
begun to roll out a plethora 
of upcoming live-action 
productions for the next 
decade or so. Favreau him-
self  seemed to have enjoyed 
the making of “The Jungle 
Book” so much that he has 
now signed up to direct the 
human retelling of “The 
Lion King,” despite the fact 
that there are no humans 
in the 1994 Disney clas-
sic. “Mulan,” “The Little 
Mermaid,” “Snow White,” 
“Dumbo,” “Winnie the 
Pooh” and “Aladdin” have 
all been confirmed to receive 
the human treatment, as I 
like to call it. 

The outcome of these 

live-action films can vary in 
quality. At worst, they can 
result in an unfaithful and 
even disrespectful adaptation 
of the source material. At 
best, they are almost as good 
as their parent film. But, 
what’s the point of replicat-
ing films? Do we really need 
to see computer-generated 
image versions of Simba and 
Mufasa?

Of course, this is all about 
money. So far, all of  Disney’s 
live-action features have been 
financial successes. But, in 
greenlighting so many of  
these productions, we are 
losing the prospect of seeing 
original ideas or even other 
forms of adaptations on 
the big screen. It took the 
entire history of Hollywood 
for Disney to finally give 
the reigns to a black female 
director, Ava DuVernay, 
to direct a big budget film, 
“A Wrinkle in Time,” 
set for release in 2018. In 
comparison, it only took a 
single successful live-action 
movie for Disney to back a 
number of these projects. It 
is a discouraging comparison 
that points to a move toward 
a more risk-safe, homog-
enous formula that gives 
audiences more of the same 
while steering away from 
potentially groundbreaking, 
culturally significant produc-
tions that could alter the 
course of film’s history. 

If  we were to analyze the 
quality of these live-action 
films, we would find that 

they do not provide any 
compelling reason as to 
why they would need the 
human treatment. “Alice in 
Wonderland” felt more like 
a diehard Hot Topic fan’s 
fantasy of what Wonderland 
would look like if  2006 Avril 
Lavigne were to live in it. 
In other words, it ignored 
the sensitive themes of the 
original version in favor 
of bombastic intricate set 
designs and costumes. “The 
Jungle Book,” while critically 
acclaimed, did not incorpo-
rate the music that made the 
original film so memorable.

So far, I’ve focused on 
Disney productions mainly 
become they are the most 
visible to general audiences. 
But, perhaps the most glaring 
example of live-action gone 
wrong is the unforgivable 
adaptation of “Avatar: The 
Last Airbender.” In this 
case, the source material 
was a masterpiece animated 
series that Nickelodeon 
then turned into a disre-
spectful film directed by 
the never-reliable M. Night 
Shyamalan. Not only did 
“The Last Airbender” cast 
all-white lead roles against 
the series’ racial and cultural 
importance, but it dismissed 
the series’ plot and charming 
characters in order to create 
a more dazzling, action-
packed narrative that felt 
rushed and sloppy. No won-
der the film was destroyed by 
film critics at the time of its 
release.

A more recent case is that 
of “Ghost in the Shell,” 
an upcoming American 
film based on the popular 
Japanese manga. For some 
reason, Hollywood decided 
to make a live-action feature 
of a Japanese story star-
ring a white actress, Scarlett 
Johansson. Never mind that 
the manga has already been 
adapted into an appropri-
ate animated film two 
decades ago, Johansson’s 
whitewashed casting has 
met harsh criticism from the 
moment it was announced, 
and rightfully so. In a recent 
interview, she explained 
that her decision to play 
a Japanese character was 
about feminism rather than 
race. Oh, boy. Nevertheless, 
the film will be released in 
a month against people’s 
wishes to see such a cel-
ebrated and treasured manga 
turned into a culturally 
insensitive adaptation.

With planned adapta-
tions of animated films like 
“Aladdin” and “Mulan,” 
it is likely that Disney will 
disregard the importance of  
casting actors of the same 
race and ethnicity, which 
the source material explic-
itly states. It is yet another 
shortcoming of the mass pro-
duction of this new subgenre 
of films, and it is one that 
I’m not looking forward to. 

More significantly, this 
wave is subtly hurting the 
uniqueness of the animated 
genre. In greenlighting 

so many live-action pro-
ductions, Hollywood is 
essentially implying that 
these stories are better told 
by humans than animation. I 
certainly can’t imagine what 
pitching “The Lion King” 
as a live-action film three 
decades ago would have 
sounded like. Just because 
we have the technology to 
accomplish this does not 
mean we should. However, 
it would not be surprising if, 
soon enough, film execu-
tives begin to ask themselves: 
“Why make it into an ani-
mated feature when we can 
do live-action?” 

The beauty and sig-
nificance of these stories is 
that they were meant to be 
animated. There is a special 
kind of magic that anima-
tion makes possible: Dumbo 
flying in the air with his 
enormous ears, the quirky, 
not-replicable face expres-
sions made by each of the 
seven dwarves, the glowing 
grace of Cinderella’s dress. 
These are stories that deserve 
to be drawn because anima-
tion is the source of their 
greatness. Hollywood seems 
to be missing the point: We 
don’t want these stories to 
feel “realistic.” The reason 
we love them is because 
they are far removed from 
reality. Live-action breaks 
that spell and undermines 
their magic. No special effect 
will replicate the sensation 
that animated stories arouse 
within us. 

Do we need more live-action films? And other concerns
ALBERTO DE LA ROSA
FILM EDITOR

I cried when Aziz Ansari 
hosted “Saturday Night Live.” 
The first Indian-American 
host—a Muslim—took the 
legendary stage the Saturday 
after the inauguration. 
Wearing a dapper suit, he 
opened with a stand-up set 
that was both sharply political 
and charmingly refreshing—
I bet even a fervent Trump 
supporter would let out a few 
involuntary giggles. He was 
there because he was talented, 
charming and desirable 
enough to be there.

That fact is significant. Up 
to this point, the desirability 
of brown men has been 
presented as a punch line. The 
expression of South Asian 
male sexuality, even in some-
thing as simple as an “SNL” 
hosting gig, is revolutionary.

I rarely saw South Asians 
on television and in movies 
growing up. When South 
Asians did show up in films 
and television, they were the 
convenience store owners, the 
taxi drivers, the terrorists, the 
nerds. Two-second flashes of  

brown men with thick, exag-
gerated accents and sexless 
polos; brown women, accord-
ing to Hollywood, certainly 
didn’t exist. The stereotypical 
portrayals did not simply 
demonstrate that whiteness 
was desirable, but that brown-
ness was sickeningly repulsive. 
According to the people who 
made movies, sexuality was 
not for anyone who looked 
like me.

The implications of pigeon-
holing South Asian identity 
were not inconsequential. 
It justified a subconscious 
revulsion towards South Asian 
skin in its American audience. 
An old roommate once told 
me that she’s “not attracted 
to ‘Indian-looking’ guys,” as 
if “Indian-looking” were not 
a plurality of identities, but a 
simple phenotypic deformity 
not worthy of desire. As if  
“not being attracted to ‘Indian-
looking’ guys” were the same 
as “not being attracted to 
brunets.” It also justified a 
subconscious self-hatred into 
my own psyche, one that 
made me almost believe it 
when another friend told me 
that the white guy I was seeing 

“probably just had a thing for 
Indian girls.”

I’ve often wondered why 
these stereotypes have pre-
vailed. My hypothesis is the 
cultural stigma that children of  
South Asian immigrants face 
when it comes to pursuing the 
arts. Our parents push STEM 
or business because it gives us 
the respect and financial stabil-
ity that they intended for us 
when they moved to America. 
That’s not to say that South 
Asian-Americans that pursue 
these fields are only doing it to 
appease parents, but for many 
of us, it’s been the only option 
presented to us. In the absence 
of South Asians in the arts, 
white people have had control 
over how they represent 
brown characters.

I’d like to think that we’re 
learning to unlearn the 
subconscious stereotyping. 
Things are changing as South 
Asian actors receive more 
visibility in mainstream media 
in roles that are more complex 
than “Cab Driver #2.” It’s 
making it harder to deny that 
frankly, brown dudes are hot. 
When I saw “Lion,” my friend 
audibly whisper-shouted “hell 

yeah” the first time Dev Patel 
graced the screen shirtless. 
Riz Ahmed is popping up 
in roles everywhere, even as 
Lena Dunham’s love interest 
in “Girls.” It’s also changing 
as South Asian actors become 
more in control of their own 
projects. The very first episode 
of Aziz Ansari’s “Master of  
None” opens on a sex scene. 
Stand-up comic Kumail 
Nanjiani plays the lead in 
“The Big Sick,” a romantic 
comedy based on his relation-
ship with fellow comedian 
Emily Gordon. Through these 
self-created roles, South Asian 
men control the portrayal of  
their sexuality and introduce 
yet another revolutionary 
concept: that brown men are 
allowed romance. They are 
allowed to be sexy, to revel in 
romance, to experience earth-
shattering heartbreak. They, 
too, have experiences just as 
nuanced as the Ryan Goslings 
and the Chris Hemsworths of  
the world.

The construction of self-
represented sexuality does not, 
of course, work in a vacuum; 
it also extends the possi-
bilities of ways to represent 

South Asian identity—an 
identity that is so layered 
with multiplicities, which 
are evident even with the 
four South Asian actors I’ve 
mentioned: Dev was born in 
Kenya, and raised in London 
by Gujarati parents; Aziz was 
born in North Carolina, raised 
by first generation Muslim 
Indian immigrants; Kumail 
is a Muslim who grew up in 
Pakistan; Riz is a Londoner 
with Pakistani parents. To 
equate South Asian-ness 
to simply being “Indian-
looking,” as audiences have 
for so long, is laughable. 
While the experiences of  
the characters they play are 
informed by their specific 
identities, they still contain 
the universalities that audi-
ences find relatable. What 
a shocking revelation, right 
Hollywood?

Of course, this influx of  
self-representation is hardly 
specific to South Asian men. 
It’s part of a larger trend of  
underrepresented voices 
explicitly deciding to control 
their own narratives, both 
on and off the screen. Think 
Donald Glover’s “Atlanta,” 

or Issa Rae’s “Insecure” or 
Fatimah Asghar’s new web 
series “Brown Girls.” Or how 
Constance Wu won’t hesitate 
to call out whitewashing in 
Hollywood. Or how John 
Cho is just unquestionably 
sexy. 

Ultimately, self-represen-
tation makes clear one thing: 
that the term “people of  
color” does not encompass a 
monolithic identity. We are 
so many god damn things. 
We do not exist in relation 
to whiteness, like some sort 
of simplistic antithesis. We 
are not defined by our ethnic 
backgrounds, yet we are not 
separate from them. Our 
specific cultural experiences 
are intertwined with our uni-
versalities; an intersectional 
synthesis is required to tell our 
stories.

I’m hopeful that my 
generation of South Asian 
entertainers will continue 
developing our many narra-
tives. One day, I hope that I 
also have a significant role in 
reconfiguring the narrative.  

In the meantime, I’ll be 
busy Googling shirtless Dev 
Patel pics. 

A love letter to Aziz Ansari, Dev Patel, Kumail Nanjiani and Riz Ahmed
RIMA PARIKH
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR

Dev PatelAziz Ansari Riz Ahmed
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WAIT,
WHAT HAPPENED?

WE’LL TELL YOU.
— STUDENT LIFE
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