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LUNAR NEW YEAR 
The annual 
production will 
hit the stage this 
weekend  
(Cadenza, pg 7)

SHAWARMA KING 
A new spot is 
offering students  
a taste of the  
Middle East 
(Scene, pg 3)

SPORTS BY THE NUMBERS 
(Sports, pg 4)

Former Dean of  Students 
Justin Carroll pled not guilty at 
his arraignment on child por-
nography charges Wednesday 
morning. The plea comes 
nine days after Carroll was 
indicted on one count of  
access with intent to view 
child pornography, following 
a federal investigation into his 
conduct from November 2015 to 
December 2016.

By pleading not guilty, Carroll 
will have the opportunity to see 
at least part of  the evidence 
against him during the discovery 
phase before the March 22 pre-
trial hearing. The not guilty plea 
does not ensure that Carroll’s 
case will go to trial but does 
leave that option. Carroll will 
have until the trial date to accept 
a plea bargain if  he so chooses.

Carroll served Washington 
University for 36 years in 

Former dean 
of students 
pleads not 
guilty to child 
pornography 
charges
WESLEY JENKINS
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

SEE CARROLL, PAGE 2

Comedian H. Jon Benjamin, 
known for his work as a writer 
and voice actor for “Bob’s 
Burgers” and “Archer,” will 
headline Social Programming 
Board’s Feb. 15 spring comedy 
show.

Benjamin, who received an 
Emmy nomination for his work 
on “Archer” in 2010, ranked 
highly on the survey SPB sent 
out in December, according 
to SPB Comedy Director and 
sophomore Samantha Posner. 
The survey consisted of  a list of  
comedians, compiled by SPB’s 
comedy director, who fit SPB’s 
price range and who might 
be appealing to Washington 
University students. 

While SPB has received flack 
previously for consistently bring-
ing in white, male comedians, 
Posner said Benjamin performed 
better than women and people 
of  color on the survey, which 
is why SPB is bringing him in. 
Still, she hopes to add some 
more diversity to the lineup by 
bringing in a woman to open for 
Benjamin. 

“What I’m hoping to do, and 

we’re still finalizing some of  
the details, is to bring a female 
opener, which would be nice to 
see,” she said.

While Benjamin was ini-
tially billed on the survey along 
with Dan Mintz, another actor 
on “Bob’s Burgers,” Mintz is 
unable to come due to sched-
uling issues. As a result, the 
spending for this show is lower, 
which leaves more money in 
SPB’s budget for other, non-
comedy events.

“The timing just didn’t work, 
so we decided to stick with H. 
Jon Benjamin,” Posner said. 
“But if  I don’t use up my entire 
budget, someone else [on SPB 
exec] might be able to use it.”

Some students, however, said 
they would have preferred to see 
other performers on the list or 
don’t consider themselves fans 
of  Benjamin’s.

“I’m satisfied. I would have 
rather had Eric Andre, but I 
understand he’s probably too 
raunchy,” sophomore Ethan 
Jaynes said.

“I know the shows [‘Archer’ 
and ‘Bob’s Burgers’], but I’m 
not really a fan of  anyt hing 
[Benjamin] is in,” sophomore 
Maddie Lee said.

H. Jon Benjamin to headline 
SPB spring comedy show

Former Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and former 
National Security Advisor Stephen 
Hadley discussed and highlighted 
their two-pronged approach to con-
flicts in the Middle East yesterday.

Albright and Hadley, who are 
co-chairs for think tank Atlantic 
Council’s Middle East Strategy Task 
Force, detailed methods to change the 
political trajectory of the region in a 
report, which they cited as an exem-
plar of bipartisanship.

The event, which was moder-
ated by Pulitzer Center Executive 
Director Jon Sawyer, was initially 
promoted as an intimate discussion 
with Albright and Hadley over cof-
fee in the Women’s Building Formal 
Lounge. However, enthusiasm for the 
speakers, expressed by both students 
and community members, persuaded 
event organizers to relocate the event 
to a space where capacity matched 
interest, prompting a change first to 
Emerson Auditorium in Knight Hall 
and ultimately to Graham Chapel.

Despite this strong interest, the 
event was met by a peaceful protest of  
about 15 students who were opposed 
to Washington University hosting the 
speakers.

The free town hall event included 

individual remarks from Albright 
and Hadley, who outlined their find-
ings and recommendations in the 
Middle East Strategy Task Force 
report, as well as audience ques-
tions. Throughout both parts of the 
event, Albright and Hadley stressed 
the importance of listening to voices 
in the Middle East—from refugees 
to businesspeople to monarchs—in 
structuring their approach to the 
region.

“What we found in our discussions 
was a sense of confidence and deter-
mination despite all the challenges. 
There’s a genuine desire for outside 
engagement and a need for outside 
support but on very different terms 
than the ones that took place in the 
past,” Albright said.

Albright and Hadley’s first regional 
focus centers on ending human suffer-
ing and civil wars within the region. 
Albright called this first prong a 
“critical precondition for any progress 
being achieved on security measures 
across the region.”

“The second prong of our strategy 
is vitally important; it puts the burden 
on the nations of the regions with 
support from the outside to unlock 
the vast potential of its people. This 
is the only way to solve the region’s 
challenges over the long-term, but it 
requires governments to make invest-
ments in their citizens and to enable 

and empower them to make positive 
change,” Albright said.

“We believe that the best hope for 
the region is its people. Governments 
must ally with their people to build a 
common future,” Hadley agreed.

Washington University students 
were generally excited about the 
opportunity to hear from Hadley and 
Albright, who delivered Washington 
University’s 142nd Commencement 
address and holds an honorary doc-
tor of humanities degree from the 
University.

“I’m in the Near Eastern and 
Islamic Studies department, so I fig-
ured it would be very pertinent to hear 
various perspectives on the Middle 
East as it pertains to U.S. foreign pol-
icy,” first-year master’s student Tyler 
Parker said.

 “[Madeleine Albright] is kind of a 
big deal,” sophomore Lizzie Halper, 
who had previously met Albright 
through Albright’s grandson, said. 

Halper, however, only heard about 
the event one day prior to it happen-
ing and felt it could have been better 
advertised.

Students protesting the event, 
holding signs including “HUMAN 
BEINGS NOT HUMAN 
CAPITAL” and “WashU LOVES 
WAR CRIMINALS,” declined to 
comment to Student Life, but plan to 
submit a statement.       

Former secretary of state, national security 
advisor discuss approaches to Middle East 
HOLLY RAVAZZOLO
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

ELLA CHOCHREK
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

Former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright (center) turns toward former National Security Advisor Stephen Hadley 
during a discussion on the Middle East in Graham Chapel. Pulitzer Center Executive Director Jon Sawyer moderated.
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H. Jon Benjamin voices Sterling Archer on the show “Archer.” The comedian, 
who also voices Bob Belcher in “Bob’s Burgers,” will take the stage on Feb. 15.
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ON THE CHOPPING BLOCK?
Campus Y, EST, Habitat for Humanity and Uncle Joe’s are petitioning 
for Student Union block funding for the 2018 fiscal year. Here’s how their
budget petitions have changed over the years:

+$11,538

WHY THE INCREASE?

EST cites significant 
increases in both the 
size of its team and 
the costs of training 
as the reasons for its 
$11,538 budget 
petition increase.

38% INCREASE IN 
TEAM SIZE

92% MORE SENIOR
MEDICS

75% HIGHER COST 
OF TRAINING 

In advance of Student Union’s 
general budget session, four student 
groups have chosen to apply for 
block funding: Habitat for Humanity, 
Campus Y, Uncle Joe’s Peer 
Counseling and Emergency Support 
Team.

Student groups typically submit 
budgets to SU, and then require 
Treasury’s approval before receiv-
ing funding. Groups can appeal for 

a certain amount of money depend-
ing on what category designation 
they hold. However, block funding 
provides an alternative method for 
student groups to petition for money. 
This way, the budgets are voted on by 
the entire Washington University stu-
dent body. 

If block funding is allocated to a 
group, it cannot receive any addi-
tional money from Student Union. If  
a group applies for block funding and 
does not receive it, the group will be 
funded at the Category-level at which 

it was last funded.
Senior and Vice President of  

Finance Vikram Biswas said that 
this process of block funding allows 
students to more closely examine bud-
gets than the traditional procedure for 
Category 1 groups.

“Block funded groups are techni-
cally subject to more scrutiny because 
for [Category] 1 student groups, 
Treasury decides what they’re funded 
at, but for block funded groups, the 
entire student body votes on their bud-
get,” Biswas said. 

SU President and senior Kenneth 
Sng noted that each of these four 
groups has received block funds pre-
viously, but noted that SU cannot 
endorse any of the petitions.

“Obviously we can’t support or not 
support any of the groups that are ask-
ing for block funding, but we can say 
that these are groups that have a long 
history of block funding here at Wash. 
U. and that students have consistently 
passed their requests,” he said.

Petitions for SU block funding open

ELLA CHOCHREK
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

SEE FUNDING, PAGE 2

GRAPHIC BY MADDIE WILSON 
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theFLIPSIDE
EVENT CALENDAR

THURS 9
PARTLY CLOUDY
34/27

SAT 11
MOSTLY CLOUDY
66/53

FRI 10
SUNNY 
 61/47

SAT 12
AM SHOWERS
53/34

THURSDAY 9

School of Medicine Farmers Market
McDonnell Pediatric Research Building atrium, 10:00 a.m.
Year round market, every Thursday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Lecture: “We Don’t Already Understand the Outlines of Literary History”
Duncker Hall, Hurst Lounge, Room 201, 4:00 p.m.
Ted Underwood from the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. Sponsored by The Inter-
disciplinary Project in the Humanities. 

Spring 2017 Jazz at Holmes—A Celebration of the Blues: From Oxford, Mississippi to 
Chicago
Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge, 8:00 pm 
Candice Ivory, Charles Creath, Dennis Brock, William Lenihan and Paul Steinbeck. Sponsors 
include Dept. of Music, University College and Summer School. Cafe open. 

FRIDAY 10

WPES Workshop: “Academics Theorizing Badly on (SOGI) Human Rights”
Seigle Hall, Room 248, Noon
Cynthia Burack, Ohio State U. Discussant: Elizabeth Borgwardt, history and law. Sponsored by 
Dept. of Political Sciences and Workshop in Politics, Ethics, and Society (WPES).

LNYF presents Lunar New Year Festival—“Rise” 2017 Year of the Rooster
Edison Theatre, 7:00 p.m.
Ticketed event.  Celebrate the Lunar New Year and promote the awareness of different facets 
of Asian culture.

SATURDAY 11

2017 MLA Lecture Series on Creativity: “The Science (and Art) of Later Life Creativity”
Hillman Hall, Room 70, 11 a.n.
Feb. 11 talk is by Brian Carpenter, psychological & brain sciences and Friedman Center for 
Aging.  Join us each Saturday in February as WashU scientists, designers and entrepreneurs dis-
cuss the creative spark. Sponsored by University College. Seating is limited, RSVP requested.

Gallery Talk: Allison Unruh and Caitlin Julia Rubin
Kemper Art Museum, Ebsworth Gallery, 1:00 p.m.
Allison Unruh, associate curator and Caitlin Rubin, Brandeis University will discuss artist Ro-
salyn Drexler’s first full career retrospective, “Rosalyn Drexler: Who Does She Think She Is?” 
on view at the art museum. 

SUNDAY 12
Catholic Student Center—Mass 
Catholic Student Center, 6352 Forsyth Boulevard, 11:00 a.m.
All are welcome. 

POLICE BEAT

FEB 1
Larceny 
Anheuser-Busch Hall—Complainant reports an unsecured bicycle stolen overnight. Loss 
$125. Disposition: Pending

various capacities before 
he was barred from cam-
pus Dec. 20, the date that 
the University learned of  
the federal investigation. 
On Jan. 5, Carroll turned 
in his resignation, which 

went into effect Feb. 1.
The case will continue 

to the discovery phase, 
which means Carroll’s 
counsel must ask for fur-
ther information by Feb. 
14, and the government 

has until Feb. 17 to pro-
vide it. The pre-trial 
hearing will then be con-
ducted on March 22 in 
front of  Judge David D. 
Noce, who presided over 
the arraignment as well.

Upon seeing a large 
amount of  discussion about 
immigration in national 
media and daily life, sopho-
more Jordan Gonen decided 
he wanted to recognize 
the achievements of  immi-
grants. To do so, Gonen 
created a basic website 
that lists famous founders 
who came from immigrant 
backgrounds.

With President Donald 
Trump’s recent executive 
order banning immigration 
from seven predominantly 
majority-Muslim nations, 
many people have been ques-
tioning the necessity and 
viability of  the ban, includ-
ing Gonen.

“Immigration has been a 
really big issue in the news 
lately, affecting not only a ton 
of  people I know, but people 
in my general network,” 
Gonen said.

 Henry Kaufman, a 
friend of  Gonen’s who 
doesn’t attend Washington 
University and partnered 
with him on the project, said 
that his interest in making 
the site was sparked through 
social media.

 “I mentioned to Jordan 
that all I saw in my Twitter 

feed were pictures of  people 
protesting the immigration 
ban at airports across the 
country,” Kaufman said.

Gonen has a personal con-
nection to the issue, as his 
father is an immigrant from 
Israel. He said he has seen 
firsthand what immigrants 
are capable of  and how soci-
ety can benefit from then.

“I think the core tenet of  
immigrants and why they’re 
successful in the first place is 
enduring hardship,” Gonen 
said. “What comes from 
being an immigrant is a skill 
in overcoming obstacles, 
making them capable of  
overcoming the xenophobia 
they face now.”

Although the immigrants 
mentioned on the website 
are well-known, Gonen 
acknowledges that not every 
immigrant has the opportu-
nity to start a business and 
that many must find a smaller 
way to make a change.

“The major focus was 
not to say that you have to 
be famous to earn rights as 
an immigrant. It was to rec-
ognize the importance of  
contributions immigrants 
have made,” he said.

Gonen created this website 
with Kaufman quickly and 
noted that there was some 
haste in the production of the 

website.
“As we did this near mid-

night and launched the site 
in a few hours, we clearly 
missed a lot of  people,” 
Gonen said. “Because of  
this, we included a feature so 
users could submit founders. 
People have so far submitted 
around 200 people.”

Kaufman personally 
attested to Gonen’s work 
ethic as the two have worked 
together on several proj-
ects, including on a business 
where they sell a version of  
Cards Against Humanity.

“Jordan is a great motiva-
tor,” Kaufman said. “If  I’m 
up at one in the morning try-
ing to get something ready 
for launch but am getting 
tired, he’ll get me back going 
right away.”

Over the past few years, 
Gonen has engaged in a lot 
of  different entrepreneurial 
ventures, which started with 
him selling tomatoes during 
high school. The more busi-
nesses he worked on, the 
more interested he became in 
the tech industry specifically.

“After coming to college. 
I developed a stronger inter-
est in tech, which is where I 
spend most of  my time now 
because I think it’s where 
you can make the biggest 
impact,” Gonen said.

Junior Sankalp Kapur 
resigned from his posi-
tion as Student Union vice 
president of  administra-
tion Tuesday, senior and 
SU President Kenneth 
Sng announced in a press 
release.

Now, SU exec will begin 
to search for a new VP 
Admin to finish the term 
before SU exec elections in 
March. Recommendations 
will be accepted through 
Saturday, and one nomi-
nee will be presented to 
Senate and Treasury at next 
Tuesday’s session.

Sng said that appointing a 
new VP Admin who could 
successfully fulfill the duties 
of  the rule is currently 
the top priority, a state-
ment echoed by SU Vice 
President of  Finance and 

senior Vikram Biswas.
“I think the most impor-

tant thing to do now is to 
find someone who will be 
able to fulfill the duties of  
VP Admin from now until 
March,” Sng said. “The 
vice president of  adminis-
tration’s duties typically get 
heavy toward the end of  the 
term. We want to make sure 
the candidate will be able to 
transition smoothly and has 
some understanding of  SU 
processes.”

The press release states 
that Kapur resigned to 
“adjust his extracur-
ricular commitments.” 
Sng said that Kapur’s res-
ignation was not a surprise 
and noted that the two of  
them had discussed the 
possibility of  Kapur taking 
a step back f   rom Student 
Union.

“This is not a sudden 
decision. Sankalp and I have 

been talking since the begin-
ning of  this semester, and 
ultimately, we decided that 
this is what’s best,” Sng said.

In the press release, Sng 
thanked Kapur for his ser-
vice to Student Union and 
expressed sadness about the 
resignation.

“We would like to 
thank him for his dedi-
cated service, particularly 
in: organizing the most 
highly attended Student 
Union retreat, chairing the 
Freedom of  Speech task 
force, managing biweekly 
Student Union Leadership 
meetings, serving as an 
advisor to Student Union 
Senate, overseeing Student 
Union Elections, and being 
a wonderful friend and men-
tor to many,” the release 
reads.

Kapur did not respond to 
requests for comment for this 
story.

SU vice president of administration 
resigns, hunt for replacement begins
ELLA CHOCHREK
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

CARROLL from page 1 

Sophomore creates website to celebrate 
achievements of immigrants in U.S.

Although all four groups 
currently receive block fund-
ing, each one is asking for 
more money than it currently 
receives.

While Habitat, Campus 
Y and Uncle Joe’s submitted 
requests for a few thousand 
dollars more than their last 
appeals, Emergency Support 
Team (EST) has requested an 
increase of $11,000. 

However, senior and EST 
president Suhas Gondi said 
that the costs of operating the 
organization have gone up, 
with training classes increasing 
in price from $800 to $1,300 
per person and an increase in 
the number of medics being 
trained. He said that part of  
this increase is because EST 
has expanded beyond provid-
ing emergency services and 

now offers CPR training to 
students at a subsidized cost, 
as well as engages with the St. 
Louis community more.

“[When] I was a freshman, 
basically everything we did, 
all of our meetings and opera-
tions, were based on providing 
emergency care,” Gondi said. 
“That’s still our biggest 
expense and our biggest focus; 
that’s still our number one 

priority. However, we now do 
so many other things in addi-
tion to that which I think have 
really expanded our role on 
campus.”

Last spring, a 
WUnderground petition for 
$1,389,533.12 to purchase a 
house off campus—which did 
not receive enough signatures 
to appear on the ballot—
led SU officials to consider 

revising the rules for the bud-
get process. However, they 
ultimately decided not to revise 
the rules.

“I think the coolest thing 
about block funding is that 
it’s in the students’ hands. 
If you think your money 
would be better suited for a 
WUnderhouse than funding 
category one student groups, 
it’s your choice; it’s your vote,” 

Biswas said.
To receive block funding, 

student groups must receive 
signatures from 15 percent 
of the student body, or 1,017 
signatures, on their initial peti-
tions. Petitions that receive 
over 1,017 signatures will go 
on to the ballot for the SU gen-
eral election, where they can 
be approved with 66.67 percent 
of “yes” votes from students.

BAILEY WINSTON
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

FUNDING from page 1 

Three black trans people 
spoke on issues of racial and 
trans representation in the 
media industry and social jus-
tice spaces at a PLUS: People 
Like Us and Student Union-
hosted panel Tuesday.

The panel, funded as part 
of Student Union’s Trending 
Topics series, featured actress 
and singer Mya Taylor, poet 
and educator J Mase III and 
comedian and radio show 
host Katrina Goodlett and was 
moderated by sophomore Emi 
Wyland.

J Mase III addressed issues 
of pay inequality for people 
of color involved in the media 
industry, noting that white, cis 
entertainers are paid more for 
speaking engagements.

“I know y’all have these cis, 
white actors and actresses at 
your campus in this past year, 
and I know how much you 
paid them,” he said. “There’s 
ways to have this conversa-
tion [about how pay rates are 
unfair] with people who don’t 
necessarily know what they’re 
doing is messed up, with the 
income they’re offering, and 
then there’s also people who 
consistently do that.”

Goodlett noted that while 
violence against black and 

trans people has been featured 
more in the media follow-
ing the election of President 
Donald Trump in November, 
trans people have been fighting 
for equality for much longer. 

“Despite this being the 
current climate of political 
unrestness going on, black 
trans people have been fight-
ing for—how long? Under 
Obama, under Bush, under 
Reagan. For me, we can’t get 
caught up in who’s the figure 
head; we’ve been fighting for 
a long time, and so it doesn’t 
matter who’s in the office,” she 
said.

J Mase III added that media 
coverage is not objective and 
said that objectivity is primar-
ily created by white, cis people.

“I think one thing that is 
assumed, especially in white, 
cis run media, is that people 
get to be objective. There is no 
such thing as objectivity; that is 
a myth that is perpetuated by 
institutions that like to leave 
certain people out,” he said.

Taylor, who received criti-
cal acclaim for her work in the 
indie film “Tangerine,” has 
two projects currently in the 
works and noted that she has 
been making an effort to play 
characters who are not trans 
individuals.

Attendees of the event 
thought the panel offered 

a platform on which trans 
people of color could speak 
openly. 

“I enjoyed that there was an 
opportunity for queer trans-
gender people, especially those 
who are promulgated in the 
media to have a voice,” fresh-
man Gabby Jung said. “And 
I appreciate that there was an 
honesty there.”

 “It was kind of initiated 
by the students here, but just 
allowing black trans folks 
to come out and speak on 
a platform was really awe-
some. When J Mase was 
talking about having the insti-
tution allocate its resources like 
that—that’s something that has 
to be done because I’ve been 
going to panels like this last 
semester and this semester,” 
freshman Erica Wei added.

Wyland said that they felt 
the event was successful and 
enjoyed hearing about the var-
ied perspectives of the three 
speakers.

“I think it was really great; 
all the speakers had such dif-
ferent perspectives in media 
but still had a lot to say about 
being black and trans and 
those experiences,” Wyland 
said. “So, I think they did a 
really great job bringing that to 
the panel.”

Additional reporting by Maddie 
Wilson. 

Panel of black, trans activists discuss 
representation in media, nonprofits
ELLA CHOCHREK
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

Panelists Katrina Goodlett (left), J Mase III and Mya Taylor answer questions during a panel. The 
panel was sponsored by PLUS: People Like US and Student Union as part of Trending Topics.
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A new beginning with Shawarma King on the Delmar Loop
HARRY HALL
STAFF WRITER

NISHA DHANIK | STUDENT LIFE

Shawarma King, which opened in December on the Delmar Loop, sits at 571 Melville Avenue. The restaurant serves Middle 
Eastern dishes including hummus, falafel, shawarma and baba ganoush, with main courses ranging from $7 to $11 dollars.  

What IKEA item should you put together this weekend? 

Let’s be honest—so far, 
2017 has been a constant 

bombardment of stuff hit-
ting the fan. It’s hard not to 
go on Facebook or Twitter 
without wanting to scream 
at the slow downfall of  

American democracy! 
While it’s important to 
stay informed and active, 
don’t forget to take time to 
unplug and focus on an-

other project. Take out all 
of that steam productively 
by building furniture! Not 
sure what to build? Take 
this quiz and find out:  

How much time do you want to spend 
making furniture?  

a. Not more than an hour. 
b. I’m carving out the entire day for this, but it would be 
great if  I could do it more quickly. 
c. I don’t care how long it takes, as long as I can finish 
this project, for once. 
d. Not longer than it takes to walk from my living room 
to the bathroom. 

What is a hammer? 

a. A tool that Habitat for Humanity probably uses a lot. 
b. Something that pairs with nails, like how wine pairs 
with cheese. I am a hammer connoisseur. 
c. Oh God. Am I going to need one for this? 
d. Hammer…hammer time? 

You’re cooking dinner tonight. What are 
you making? 

a. A decadent frozen meal from Trader Joe’s. 
b. Mushroom risotto that I made from scratch. 
c. I’m on a first-name basis with everyone at the Domi-
no’s on Pershing Avenue, so… 
d. Fruit Loops without milk. I’m out of  milk.  

 

What’s your favorite building on campus?   

a. The Danforth University Center, because it’s consis-
tent. 
b. Bauer Hall, because I need Starbucks to stay produc-
tive. 
c. Duncker Hall, because I love sitting in drab darkness. 
d. Mallinckrodt Center, because I think Subway smells 
good. 

How often do you do laundry? 

a. Usually whenever I run out of  underwear. 
b. Weekly. I have it scheduled in my Google Calendar. 
c. I haven’t done it in a while, but I swear—I’m getting 
to it! 
d. Honestly? YOU’RE LAUNDRY. YOU ARE LAUN-
DRY, QUIZ. 

Would you like to give me gifts? 

a. No? 
b. No.
c. No!
d. NO

What product from IKEA do you actually 
need the most? 

a. A dresser because I forgot I needed one when I moved 
into my unfurnished apartment. 
b. A bed frame because my old one isn’t sturdy enough. 
c. A desk chair because I am sick and tired of  sitting on 
my dusty floor.  
d. Meatballs because meatballs. 

RIMA PARIKH
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR

Mostly As: Desk chair

You’re in the market for something that’s easy to 
assemble in a reasonable amount of  time. A desk 
chair is perfect for you. It’s straightforward, so the 
potential of  things going awry is minimal. It’ll be so 
satisfying, once it’s finished. Even though it wasn’t 
that hard to make in the first place, you’ll still be 
thrilled to have a tangible symbol of  your success. 
And to be clear, you’re not taking the easy way out 
by making the easiest thing. It’s just that when it 
comes to being crafty, you know your limits. That’s 
not lame, it’s just a mark of  maturity—you’re truly 
embracing adulthood. And if  you’re really an adult, 
you also value compassion and selflessness, which 
is exactly why you won’t mind giving me the desk 
chair once you’ve made it. I really could use a chair. 
Kindly hand it over!

Mostly Bs: Dresser

You’re tough and resourceful, which is 
why putting together a dresser is a perfect 
weekend project. Dressers don’t look that 
complicated on the outside, but once you 
open the box, you’re hit by a sneak attack 
of  random nuts and bolts that don’t look 
like they go anywhere. But you’ll be OK. 
You know how to roll with the punches. 
You know how to read. The box comes with 
directions. No matter what IKEA throws at 
you, you’re ready to handle it. That’s truly 
impressive. Do you mind actually giving me 
the dresser? My floor is covered in random 
clothes and papers that could fit nicely into 
a dresser. You’re so good at making them, 
you know? 

Mostly Cs: Bed frame
 
Look, you’re not making a bed frame be-
cause you think that it’s going to be fun. 
You’re making a bed frame because you 
just don’t have a bed frame. And you’re 
tired of  it. You’re trying to pull your life 
together, and you know that the first step 
is to stop sleeping on the floor. Mat-
tresses shouldn’t be ground level! They 
deserve respect! Also, it’s bad for your 
back. But you knew that—that’s why 
you’re trying to change. While you are 
by no means qualified to put together 
this bed frame, you’ll do it. You’re mak-
ing a great effort, and it’ll pay off—as 
long as you give me your newly con-
structed bed frame.

Mostly Ds: Box of napkins

That’s right. You’re going to 
IKEA, and you’re going to buy 
a package of  napkins. Through 
this completely comprehensive 
Student Life quiz, you have dem-
onstrated that you are not yet pre-
pared to assemble furniture. And 
that’s OK! Just start small. Maybe 
look at pictures of  furniture for a 
bit.  Learn some facts about drill 
bits! Don’t eat any drill bits, even 
though they sound like they might 
taste good! As long as you don’t 
rush into anything, you’ll be just 
fine. Also, I’m taking all of  your 
napkins.

The end of Melville 
Avenue intersecting Delmar 
Boulevard has been a spot of  
much recent restaurant turn-
over—in the last year, Zippy 
Burger, Moya Grill and 8 
Dollar Deli have all come and 
gone. Still, that hasn’t deterred 
Muhammad Alsalem, the 
owner the latest restaurant to 
occupy the space, Shawarma 
King. The restaurant, which 
serves Middle Eastern 
fare, opened up this past 
December. Alsalem has 
worked on the Delmar Loop 
and in the restaurant business 
for over eight years and brings 
his combined industry knowl-
edge to the new concept, 
hoping to stem the tide of  
quick closings. 

“People look for two 
things,” Alsalem said. 
“Quality and price. If you’re 
serving good quality food, 
and you have a reason-
able price, I don’t see why 
people wouldn’t come to your 
restaurant.” 

In terms of quality, 
Alsalem has taken steps to 
make his store transparent 
and approachable. The classic 
Middle Eastern rotisserie-style 

meat, called shawarma, is pre-
pared fresh every night with 
house spices. During the day, 
the meat is visibly displayed 
right behind the counter and 
liberally shaved off when a 
customer orders.

“We make everything 
from scratch,” Alsalem said. 
“We don’t buy anything from 
anyone else. Everything is 
being made in this place, from 
hummus, falafel, shawarma 
and baba ganoush.”

Shawarma King offers a 
number of hot and cold appe-
tizers, as well as main courses 
with shawarma and vegetable 
options ranging from $7 to 
$11 dollars and cheaper lunch 
options for certain entrees. 
The meats, straight off the 
spit, are never dry, and the 
falafel is crispy and seasoned, 
along with the flavorful hum-
mus and baba ganoush.

They also have shawarma 
and falafel sandwiches, which, 
to Alsalem’s excitement, 
can now be accompanied by 
shredded cheddar cheese (a 
little unorthodox, but Alsalem 
said he’s only received positive 
reviews).

With thoughts toward the 
future, Alsalem said he has 
plans for future expansions 
of the menu and restaurant 

atmosphere, as spring and 
summer approach. Though 
not divulging everything (“I 
want to make sure I get it 
right,” he said), Alsalem does 
plan to offer juices in the sum-
mer to complement available 
outdoor seating. 

“We’ll have at least six or 
seven juices,” he said, includ-
ing orange, carrot and lemon 
and mint flavors. “It’s going 

to be visible for people. It’s not 
like we’re going to have it in 
the back. We’re going to make 
it right here on the counter.”

Takeout-friendly shawarma 
places like Alsalem’s often fill 
city roles as cheap and quality 
late-night options. To support 
this clientele, Shawarma 
King will be extending its 
daily hours from 11 a.m. to 
11 p.m. starting in March. 

Additionally, they’d like to 
offer delivery for just a few 
dollars through the restaurant 
rather than through a third-
party company.

“I want to do the delivery 
and make sure the customer 
gets the food fresh,” Alsalem 
said. “We’re going to be doing 
about three miles radius. It 
will take [a] maximum [of] 20 
minutes.”

Alsalem suggested that the 
trolley construction on the 
Loop hindered businesses on 
Delmar Blvd. and Melville 
Ave., and he’s optimistic 
about the extra business he 
can attract once the trol-
ley gets running. Anyway, 
students and other purvey-
ors of the Loop can enjoy 
Shawarma King as a cheap, 
hearty and high-quality meal.
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SPORTS
BEARS’ DOMINANCE DOESN’T HIBERNATE

 WINTER SPORTS BY THE NUMBERS
— Aaron Brezel, Senior Sports Editor

Washington University athletics is in the middle of  a banner year. Women’s soccer won a national championship, two more teams were 
runner-ups, and for the first time in school history, all six fall sports made it to the NCAA tournament. The pace has continued well into 
the winter season. With only a few weeks to go before the playoffs, five of  the Bears’ six winter sports are ranked in the national top-10. In 
the Field House, No. 5 men’s basketball is back to its winning ways with a 9-0 record. Also on the hardwood, No. 9 women’s basketball is 
riding its torrid offense to another strong season. Meanwhile in the water, the No.7 men’s and No. 6 women’s swimming and diving teams 
are already in Chicago, competing against a crowded conference field. Finally, to round out the programs, the No. 2 women’s and No. 18 
men’s indoor track and field teams continue to enjoy top times. Here are some critical stats from the first two months of  the winter season. 

78.7 points per game 
scored by the Bears this 
season.  Wash. U. is averag-
ing 10 more points per game 
(ppg) than last year thanks 
in part to a front court of  
Division I transfers: sopho-
more Madeline Homoly 
(University of  South 
Dakota) and seniors Jenn 
Dynis (College of  the Holy 
Cross) and Zoe Vernon 
(Winthrop University). In 
20 games, this trio has aver-
aged 34.6 ppg and shot a 
combined 50.25 percent 
from the floor. As a team, 
the Bears are hitting 46.2 
percent of  their attempts, 
good enough for third-best 
in Division III.  

22.2 is how many points 
Homoly has averaged in 
her last five games. The 
transfer has enjoyed a solid, 
but inconsistent, start to 
her Wash. U. career, as her 

offensive opportunities fluc-
tuated from game to game. 
Since mid-January, how-
ever, Homoly has become a 
force off  the bench, helping 
to drive the Bears’ current 
six-game win streak. She 
averages team-bests in ppg 
(13.2) and rebounds per 
game (7.0).   

1.46 assist to turnover 
ratio. After 31 years, head 
coach Nancy Fahey’s teams 
are well-known for their 
fluid offenses and ability 
to take care of  the basket-
ball. This season’s squad is 
no different. Their assist to 
turnover ratio is the second-
best mark in Division III. 
Much of  that is thanks to 
sophomores Becca Clark-
Callender and Claudia 
Smith, the Bears’ two point 
guards, who average 3.4 and 
2.5 assists per game (apg) 
respectively.  

10 top-10 Division III 
times for the women’s track 
and field team. Part of  the 
reason why the Bears are 
ranked second in the country 
(and only trailing number 1 
by 3.05 points) is how com-
petitive they are in a wide 

variety of  events. Senior 
Daisy Ogede is in her usual 
place at the front of  the pack, 
with the fifth best Division 
III times in the 60-meter 
(7.78) and 200-meter dash 
(25.46). Junior Annalise 
Wagner, senior Ashley 

Knudson, junior Alison 
Lindsay and senior Rebecca 
Ridderhoff  account for the 
rest of  the Bears’ top individ-
ual times. Ogede, Wagner, 
Ridderhoff  and senior Kelli 
Hancock also teamed up to 
capture the top 4x400m relay 

time in Division III when 
they racked in the Engineer 
Invitational at the end of  
January. At 3:51.58, their 
mark is almost three and 
a half  seconds faster than 
the third place time, which 
happens to be another 

iteration of  the Wash. U. 
relay team.

0.7 seconds. Senior Deko 
Ricketts’ signature event is 
the men’s 800m. Currently, 
he has the eight best time in 
Division III at 1:54.75. He 
is, however only 0.7 seconds 

slower from owning a top-
three mark. If  he can shave 
that time off  his pace, he’ll 
be in striking distance of  a 
national title. It seems pos-
sible. Ricketts set a career 
indoor mark last February 
of  1:50.59.

W
O

M
EN’S BASKETBALL

INDOOR TRACK AND FIELD

MEN’S BASKETBALL
11 straight wins. After 

a rough start to December, 
the Bears have rattled off  
nearly a dozen wins. It’s a 
surge that has catapulted 
them from fringe playoff  
team to elite. Consistency 
has been key. Since the 
streak began on Dec. 29, 
the Bears have shot over 42 
percent from the field all 
but one time. Nine of  those 
11 wins have come against 
conference opponents, 
including one against No. 

4 University of  Rochester.
19.4 assists per game 

dished out by the men’s 
basketball team. Head 
coach Mark Edwards likes 
to tout his team’s chemis-
try. It’s a claim that’s very 
evident in the stat sheet. 
The Bears’ 19.4 apg is 
the fourth-best make in 
Division III. Junior guards 
Kevin Kucera (6.1) and 
Jake Knupp (4.1) provide 
a little over half  of  that 
total. 

SWIMMING AND DIVING
30 first-place finishes 

against a pair of Division II 
opponents. On Jan. 20 and 
Jan. 21, the men’s and wom-
en’s swimming and diving 
teams competed in a pair of  
meets against Lindenwood 
University and Truman 
State University. MariMac 

Collins paced the win total 
for both teams, as the senior 
walked away with seven vic-
tories including a pair in the 
100-meter freestyle.

5 UAA teams in the top-
15. Both men’s and women’s 
swimming and diving 
teams at the University of  

Chicago, Emory University, 
Carnegie Mellon University, 
New York University and 
Wash. U. are ranked 11th 
in the country or higher. 
It’s stiff  competition for the 
Bears as they continue their 
conference meet into this 
weekend.  

STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE

SKYLAR KESSLER | STUDENT LIFE
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I am genetically gifted 
with the lower body muscle 
mass of  a sickly chicken 
and the agility of  a Boston 
Celtics-era Shaquille 
O’Neal.

That said, I do enjoy lift-
ing weights. Since senior 
year of  high school, I’ve 
gone to the gym at least 
three times a week to lift. 
All upper body. All the 
time. I’ve done a lot of  
soul searching, and I’m 
pretty sure that I like to 
hit the gym for two rea-
sons. First, I want to 
recapture the masculinity 
that I basked in during my 
sole year of  high school 
football (quickly followed 
by a decision to quit due 
to a lack of  toughness). 
Second, I am desperate to 
stop looking like Leonard 
Hofstadter. 

Regardless of  whether 
I’ve accomplished either 
of  those things, hitting 
the weights is still a great 
ego boost. For this reason, 

every time my mother 
mentioned to me how dif-
ficult her “barre fitness 
class” was throughout 
my high school years, I 
met her declaration with 
an eye roll and a scoff. A 
barre workout, as it was 
explained to me, utilizes 
small twitch movements to 
target leg and core muscles 
without weights. Small 
movements? No weights?  
How hard could it be—
especially for a beefcake 
like myself ? 

Turns out, very hard.
Here at Washington 

University, we are fortu-
nate enough to have access 
to the Sumers Recreation 
Center and the fitness 
classes that come with it. 
This includes a weekly 
barre session. 

A few friends of  mine 
recently began attend-
ing the class. Just like my 
mom, they couldn’t stop 
talking about how hard it 
was and how sore it made 
your lower body.

When I told to them 
that my entire life has just 

been one massive missed 
leg day, they suggested 
that I join them. I read-
ily agreed. A big guy like 
me? There was no way 
that a ballet-based class 
could ever break me down. 
After convincing two of  
my other male friends to 
attend with me (so that I 
wouldn’t be the lone dude 
in the class), I felt ready 
to go. We would stroll out 
of  that studio like Dwayne 
Johnson, Vin Diesel and 
some other overly manly 
guy slowly walking away 
from an exploding car. It 
would be easy and, more 
importantly, would show 
my mom that she isn’t so 
tough. 

I started watching 
YouTube videos to pre-
pare. Five minutes into the 
first video, I realized that 
I may have overestimated 
myself. These ladies did 
simple exercises with such 
repetition and succession 
that it made my glutes hurt 
just looking at it. 

Doing a quarter squat 
once isn’t hard, but doing 

it for the 137th time 
sounded like death. My 
odds weren’t looking good. 

At this point, however, I 
was in too deep. The same 
inflated sense of  mascu-
linity that had originally 
made me think that I could 
do the class kept me from 
preemptively throwing in 
the towel. I would do the 
class, and I would either 
prove a point or learn a 
lesson. 

When the class began, 
my twig legs and non-
existent abs cried out to 
me for forsaking them. 
I could only respond by 
white-knuckling the ballet 
bar and trying not to look 
like I was in a tremendous 
amount of  pain. 

As the class progressed, 
things (not surprisingly) 
didn’t get easier. We moved 
from more general exer-
cises like squats to ones 
that targeted individual 
muscles. When the teacher 
came to me and told me 
to move my leg further to 
one side, I politely told to 
her that I am barely able to 

bend down and touch my 
knees (let alone my toes). 
If  I attempted to do what 
she was she was request-
ing, I would be the first 
person ever to leave her 
class with the assistance of  
paramedics and a stretcher. 

To an outside observer, 
what we were doing prob-
ably would not look too 
hard; this is why I did not 
immediately run away 
screaming when I saw 
those YouTube videos. 
The exercises consisted of  
nothing more than a large 
twitch, repeated over and 
over again. In reality, how-
ever, I think that it would 
be fair to assume that no 
one but the instructor was 
having an easy time in the 
class (and that’s because 
she wasn’t even doing the 
exercises). Both during 
and in the days after the 
ball-busting, one-hour ses-
sion, I wondered to myself  
if  a college football team 
would be able to success-
fully complete the class.

As my friends and I 
walked (or limped) out of  

the studio, I am almost 
certain that we did not 
look cool while doing 
so. Regardless of  this, I 
undoubtedly felt a sense 
of  accomplishment as we 
left; perhaps I was pat-
ting myself  on the back 
too much for supposedly 
overcoming my inflated, 
self-inflicted sense of  
pride, but I am positive 
that the class helped me in 
multiple ways. 

First and foremost, it 
gave me a good cardio 
and strength workout, 
simultaneously. 

Second, it opened my 
eyes to a new type of  
exercise that I was not pre-
viously tuned in to. 

Third and most impor-
tantly, it allowed me to call 
my mom and, much to her 
delight, tell her that her 
6-foot, 200-pound son was 
unable to easily complete 
a feat of  athleticism that 
she considers part of  her 
weekly routine. 

To me, that sounds like 
a lot to check off  in a one-
hour session. 

Hitting the gym in a new way, or the time barre fitness kicked my butt
ISAAC JACOBSON
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER
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L
ast week, as I ate 
my usual choco-
late chip scone 
during my usual 

Tuesday office hours (11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. in Jolley Hall 
Room 409, if you’re in CSE 
240: Logic and Discrete 
Mathematics) with my usual 
female co-teaching assistant, 
a male engineering student 
walked into our room and 
asked, “Are you two the only 
TAs scheduled right now?” 
We were, as only two TAs are 
required to help the one—or 
two, if we’re lucky—students 
that come in per session. 
After we replied, he muttered, 
“Ugh, I’ll just come back 
later.”

From this brief, yet irritat-
ingly illuminating, interaction, 
I have come to two possible 
conclusions: First, that this 

tiny boy is too scared to talk 
to two horribly scary and 
intimidating women, or 
second—and I certainly hope 
that this isn’t the case—he 
doesn’t feel like he can trust 
our abilities.

Nationally, women were 
awarded 20 percent of  
engineering degrees and 15 
percent of computer science 
degrees last year. Washington 
University falls right on par 
with this, with 27 percent of  
engineering and 14 percent 
of computer science degrees 
going to women. While some 
of the 25-point disparity 
between the two groups can 
be attributed to self-selec-
tion—some people, including 
women, just don’t like math 
and science—it speaks to a 
larger issue.

Washington University falls 
into the coveted sweet spot of  
possessing a massive endow-
ment, large applicant pool 

and low acceptance rate. As 
an elite school, theoretically, 
the admissions office’s only 
limit to picking the ultimate 
freshman class is the amount 
of beds available on the South 
40. With this in mind, why 
isn’t the gender ratio in the 
school with the second high-
est enrollment of any at our 
University more equal? 

This gap can’t be explained 
by students who transfer out 
of the engineering school 
because transferring between 
schools is much less common 
than simply switching from 
one major to another within 
the engineering school.

In engineering classes, the 
gap shows. When one of  
my male friends walked into 
the wrong lecture hall on his 
first day of class, he knew he 
wasn’t in Math 309: Matrix. 
I can sum up the way I feel 
about my treatment in engi-
neering classes with one word: 

annoyed. In one data theory 
class last semester, almost 
every time I tried to contrib-
ute, I was interrupted. Other 
times, it was as if I hadn’t 
spoken at all. Even when I 
casually speak to people in 
class, for whatever reason they 
automatically assume I’m not 
a computer science major. 
Hello? We’re in the same 
class, studying the same thing. 
No, I’m not “considering a 
minor” or “taking it for fun.”

If Wash. U. hopes to 
improve the culture of the 
engineering school, it could 
start by hiring more female 
professors. While not yet at 
the same level as the phys-
ics department, out of 27 
professors listed [AAS4] as 
being on the “tenure/tenure-
track” or “senior professors” 
in the computer science and 
engineering departments, 
only four are female. Two of  
the six designated “lecturers” 

are female. As a student, the 
gender of my teacher can 
greatly affect my learning 
experience. Some students 
feel uncomfortable asking 
their male professors ques-
tions. Some professors are 
less accessible than others. 
Regardless of approachabil-
ity, diversity across a faculty 
can’t hurt. The wide range of  
interests and expertise that 
comes with varying experi-
ences can inspire students and 
affect change.

While men still outnumber 
women four to one nation-
ally in engineering careers 
and five to one in computer 
science fields, more and 
more women worldwide are 
gaining positions of power in 
companies and at universities. 
Jelena Kovacevic, the head of  
the electrical and computer 
engineering department at 
Carnegie Mellon University, 
has worked in the fields of  

computer engineering and 
biomedical engineering for 
over 30 years, yet she admits 
that she is still second guessed 
and questioned in group 
settings. When running meet-
ings, Kovacevic pointedly asks 
a male, rather than female, 
colleague to take notes and 
complete other secretarial 
duties in order to command 
the room.

Don’t get me wrong, I still 
love computer science, spe-
cifically the computer science 
department at Wash. U. Every 
day, I get to work alongside 
some of the smartest and 
kindest people I’ve ever met 
in my entire life, both in class 
and as a teaching assistant. 
Although the stigma that 
exists within my chosen field 
aren’t specific to Wash. U., 
it still indicates a necessary 
confrontation of outdated 
schemas and attitudes moving 
forward. 

The Engineering School’s emerging diversity problem
AIDAN STRASSMANN
STAFF WRITER

SEAN LUNDERGAN
STAFF WRITER

Mayoral Profile: Antonio French

University should be cognizant of investigation procedures and impacts
STAFF EDITORIAL

W
ith the recent 
reinstate-
ment of the 
men’s soccer 

team following a Washington 
University investigation 
into allegations of deroga-
tory statements made by 
the men’s team toward the 
women’s team, there are still 
many questions that must be 
answered moving forward. 
While we commend the 
University for acting swiftly 
and efficiently in the investiga-
tion process, we caution them 
against acting passively from 
here on out. The University 
must acknowledge the lack 

of complete information 
provided to the student body 
during this process and the 
effect these gaps in knowl-
edge might have on students 
considering bringing forward 
issues of this nature in the 
future. 

Two procedural judgments 
must be highlighted here and 
given careful consideration by 
the University in determining 
how such allegations will be 
handled moving forward. 

First, because the 
University admittedly never 
obtained the “online docu-
ment” cited in the women’s 
team’s complaint, it was 

not able to substantiate or 
disprove claims of sexual 
harassment. As a judiciary 
proceeding, there is noth-
ing wrong with failing to 
produce a punishment 
without appropriate evidence. 
However, the University must 
recognize that by effectively 
deciding witness testimony 
is not enough evidence, it 
is encouraging survivors of  
sexual harassment not to 
come forward for fear of lack-
ing a case. 

We recognize this is a 
difficult line to walk—show-
ing compassion for survivors 
while still doing due diligence 

for both parties involved in 
an investigation is compli-
cated—but we encourage 
the University to be more 
cognizant of the accusers 
and providing resources to 
the accusers following the 
conclusion of a case of sexual 
harassment or assault.

Second, by choosing not to 
punish the individual mem-
bers of the team who were 
found at fault, the University 
has prioritized the semantics 
of judicial process. The steps 
that were taken—mandatory 
trainings and an apology 
letter—are beneficial for 
the Washington University 

community and the culture of  
single-gender sports as whole, 
but fall woefully short of a 
punishment for the individu-
als who were found at fault 
for what they were accused.

For future proceedings, the 
University must be cognizant 
of how it handles situations 
of this nature and how it 
approaches the punitive 
process when a full admission 
of fault is absent.

Finally, it is our opinion 
that the University’s imposi-
tion that “going forward, 
we will be working with 
both teams to help rebuild a 
relationship that is based on 

mutual respect” could be an 
unwanted step for the wom-
en’s team. Given the supposed 
nature of the allegations, the 
women’s team may have no 
desire to associate with the 
men’s team at this point and 
that should be as acceptable 
of an outcome as rebuilding 
the relationship.

In general, the University 
should work to make campus 
as welcoming and as comfort-
able of a space as possible 
for all students, and when it 
fails to achieve this, it should 
provide the resources and take 
the steps necessary to rectify 
the situation at hand.

I
n the next month, the 
Forum section will be profil-
ing the upcoming mayoral 
race in St. Louis, the first 

election for the position in 16 years 
not featuring an incumbent. Before 
the primary, we will be profiling 
how the leading candidates plan 
to help repair and grow our city 
in certain areas: education, crime 
and economic growth. 

Every sentence that 
Antonio French speaks has a 
definite purpose. Though his 
slogan #BothSidesOfDelmar 
gives a succinct, marketable 
snapshot of his vision for 
the city, it’s not just rhetoric; 
the 39-year-old backs it up 
with detailed and passionate 
discussion of policy target-
ing the city’s most run-down 
neighborhoods.

French has held his current 
office as alderman of the 21st 
Ward since 2009. Born in the 
O’Fallon neighborhood of  
North St. Louis, part of the 
same ward he now repre-
sents, French has first-hand 
knowledge of the difficulties 

that north city residents face. 
His mayoral campaign centers 
on these problems, in part 
because they’re relevant to the 
whole city.

EDUCATION
As mayor, French hopes 

to expand the model of his 
nonprofit North Campus to 
provide all St. Louis students 
with assistance and activities 
outside the classroom. The 
program currently serves 
over 200 children in French’s 
ward, providing academic 
help, extracurricular activities 
and other resources to bolster 
academic achievement and 
keep kids safe. 

Whether this will be enough 
to bring St. Louis students up 
to par with state and national 
standards remains to be seen. 
However, this supplemental 
support is essential for children 
whose families can’t provide 
enough resources on their 
own, and any education plan 
is incomplete without it.

CRIME
Aside from education, 

St. Louisans’ main concern 

is violence. The first step of  
French’s “Comprehensive 
Plan to Reduce Violent 
Crime” would be to replace 
Commissioner Sam Dotson, 
whom French blames for 
many failed policies. French 
would order longer-term con-
centration of police in “target 
areas,” rather than Dotson’s 
system that briefly floods “hot 
spots” following a violent 
crime. 

French has also been critical 
of Dotson’s depletion of the 
police force. He’s proposed 
increases in both the number 
of officers and those officers’ 
salaries, and he’s cited the 
city’s shortage of homicide 
detectives as a major problem 
in apprehending killers and 
preventing future homicides.

Although primary oppo-
nent Lyda Krewson and 
French have both proposed 
increased police pay and a 
larger force, French has been 
more critical of the current 
administration and advocated 
increased accountability for 
culpable officers. Krewson, on 
the other hand, was described 
by the police union’s president 

as “by far the most friendly 
with law enforcement” of all 
the candidates. Given French’s 
history and his more nuanced 
rhetoric on policing, it’s hardly 
surprising that he hasn’t 
received the same praise.

In a conversation with 
French earlier this week, he 
pushed back at the notion that 
one either supports or opposes 
law enforcement, lamenting 
the prevalence of the idea that 
“somehow being for account-
ability is being anti-police.” 

Far from opposing law 
enforcement, French hopes 
to increase sustained police 
presence. “The number one 
request [in communities 
suffering from violent crime] 
is more and better policing,” 
he said, adding that this is not 
mutually exclusive with ensur-
ing that an officer who breaks 
the law is properly punished.

ECONOMIC 
GROWTH  
AND CITY FINANCES

To reduce violence and 
improve quality of life in 
the city, French would 
also increase funds for the 

departments of Health, 
Recreation, and Forestry to 
provide services that many 
areas plagued with violence 
lack, such as health screenings, 
after-school programs and 
maintenance of vacant lots 
and buildings. 

All of these proposed poli-
cies present a large budgetary 
hurdle for French. Lyda 
Krewson’s plan for public 
safety, which is less extensive 
than French’s, totals $33 
million. Although French has 
touted his fiscal aptitude—cit-
ing his Wash. U. MBA—he 
hasn’t accounted for all of his 
proposals’ funding. His jobs 
plan promises low-interest 
loans for small businesses, 
which could bring economic 
growth, but certainly not 
enough to generate sufficient 
tax revenue to pay for all of  
his ideas. 

FINAL THOUGHTS
A man of French’s ambi-

tion and political experience 
knows that something 
must give; presumably, the 
changes that he wants to 
see will have to take place 

more gradually than he may 
like. While French seems 
determined to push as much 
of  this agenda as possible, 
he also acknowledges the 
limitations of  the position 
St. Louis is in.

“I have a very realis-
tic understanding of  the 
problems facing this city, 
and I think I’m very differ-
ent from many of  the other 
candidates [in this regard],” 
he told me. A successful 
first term would “make our 
neighborhoods places [that] 
people want to move into, 
instead of  moving out of.” 
Improvement in education, 
reduction in crime and 
growth of  small businesses 
are pillars of  his campaign.

The goal is fairly simple, 
but by no means easy. 
French’s plans for St. Louis 
are bold, but they’re com-
prised of  tangible building 
blocks; even if  French fails 
to remake St. Louis as much 
as he’d like, he will have 
disrupted the status quo and 
focused the conversation on 
the most pressing and basic 
needs of  the city.



Let’s start with a test. 
How many of the following 
shows have you seen or even 
heard of? “Rectify,” “Horace 
and Pete,” “Happy Valley,” 
“Chewing Gum,” “Case,” 
“High Maintenance,” “The 
Americans.” Perhaps you 
recognized one or two series 
from that list, but, for the most 
part, you could not identify 
the rest. This is only a sample 
of some of the best TV shows 
from last year, according to 
The New York Times. Yet, 
why have many of this year’s 
best series gone unnoticed by 
so many of us? After all, none 
of these shows have reached 
popularity levels to the likes 
of “Orange is the New Black” 
or “The Walking Dead.” Are 
we reaching a boiling point in 
which the television market is 
saturated?

Debates about the amount 
of television content are 
nothing new. For the past 
years, executive producers 
and studio heads have opined 
about the future of the small 
screen amidst its recent trans-
figurations. During the 2015 
Television Critics Association 
press tour, John Landgraf, the 
CEO of FX Networks, coined 
the term “Peak TV” to mean 
what he refers as “simply too 
much television.” He was 
criticized thereafter about his 
bleak views on the prospects 
of television. Television, he 
argued, is in “the late stages 
of a bubble. We’re seeing a 
desperate scrum—everyone is 
trying to jockey for position.” 

Landgraf’s position is 
admittedly grim and some-
what overblown. We can 
argue that the dramatic 
expansion of the TV market 
has given the chance for new 
talents to expose their content 
to more audiences in ways that 
were previously unthinkable. 
But, this is a double-edged 
sword that seems to also be 
hurting good programming. 
This is why Landgraf’s state-
ments shouldn’t be dismissed 
so quickly. A report by FX 
Networks noted that in 2016, 
about 455 scripted programs 

aired, while in 2015, that 
number was just around 400. 
Netflix alone has 30 original 
scripted series up on its website 
(though, as you read this, the 
number is going up). That 
number excludes any interna-
tional show for which Netflix 
gets distribution rights (some 
examples: Iceland’s “Case” 
and England’s “Chewing 
Gum”). The streaming service 
is already planning to more 
than double its production 
numbers to create more origi-
nal content. This is far more 
than any cable network could 
ever do. 

In this race to create both 
qualitative and quantitative 
content for mass audiences, 
television platforms could 
potentially be losing audi-
ences’ interest. The problem 
itself is not simply that there’s 
too much television. The prob-
lem is that there’s too much 
good television that deserves 
as many viewers as “Game 
of Thrones” and “House of  
Cards” but that are struggling 
to stand out in a sea of pro-
gramming. “Agent Carter,” a 
critically acclaimed ABC series 
inspired by Marvel’s “Captain 
America” was canceled after 
a hard-fought second season 
because people didn’t watch. 
Most recently, Amazon’s 
“Good Girls Revolt,” one of  
the year’s most anticipated 
dramas, was canceled soon 
after its first season premiere 
because it didn’t gather the 
buzz that studio execs were 
expecting. “The Knick,” a 
Cinemax original directed by 
one of the greatest film direc-
tors, Steven Soderbergh, has 
been a woefully overlooked 
show that few people are 
tuning in to. Even the Netflix 
camp is suffering from this 
with its show “Bloodline,” 
which will be ending after its 
third season run. 

The list goes on. Chances 
are, you or your friends are 
watching a show that very 
few people know about. It’s 
almost as if we could assign 
a different original, scripted 
series to every person in the 
country. That’s how much TV 
there is. In a platform with so 
much excellent content, it has 

become a game of chance for 
a series to earn the success 
it deserves. Otherwise, we 
would all be watching and 
live-tweeting every episode of  
“Rectify.”

And if we go to the other 
side, we can argue that this 
saturation allows for networks 
to offer extraordinary oppor-
tunities to up-and-coming 
writers and developers when 
it comes to the content they 
decide to produce. But, if that 
were the case, we would have 
more inclusive and diverse sto-
ries behind and in front of the 
camera. Variety has reported 
that 90 percent of showrun-
ners from scripted programs 
are white while 80 percent are 
male. If we were to take a peek 
inside the writers’ room or 
the director’s chair, we would 
witness similar percentages. 
If there’s too much television, 
why are we still struggling with 
these numbers?

2016 was a clear example 
that audiences want diversity. 
Most of the high-profile, 
most-watched, critically 
lauded series were shows 
that featured minorities at the 
helm. “Atlanta”— created by, 
written by and starring Donald 
Glover—became the year’s 
sensation. Similarly, “Jane the 
Virgin,” “Black-ish,” “Master 
of None” and “Orange is 
the New Black” continue to 
expand their successes thanks 
to inclusivity and a realistic 
portrayal of what our world is 
actually like. 

Is there too much television? 
It depends on who you ask. If  
you ask me, I’d say yes, there 
is. There is a lot of television 
that doesn’t include people 
who look like me or my 
family. There might be “peak 
TV,” but there is certainly not 
peak diversity. This is why, 
when I have to decide between 
“Westworld” and “One Day 
at a Time,” I’m going for the 
latter. Since we can afford to be 
selective about what we watch, 
I choose to select series that 
celebrate and fight for diversity 
because there is clearly space 
and money for minorities to 
receive equal opportunities in 
the field. However, in the end, 
critics don’t save shows from 

dying as much as they try to. It 
is up to the audiences to decide 

what program deserves our 
time and our praise. If there’s 

too much television, then let us 
be (wisely) picky. 

A basement gastro pub

with an Italian accent

and playful attitude

offering an intimate

dining experience and

a feast for the senses.

Small plate menu,

Italian-centric wine 

and unique cocktails. 

basso-stl.com
314-932-7820

7036 Clayton Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63117
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CADENZA
‘Lunar New Year Festival: Rise’ shines the spotlight on community building

You may have heard the 
pop of fireworks on cam-
pus a couple weekends ago 
or witnessed their colorful 
display across Mudd Field. 
These were in celebration of  
the Lunar New Year—a joint 
effort by members of Lunar 
New Year Festival (LNYF) 
and Asian Multicultural 
Council. The Lunar New 
Year, which marked the start 
of the year of the rooster on 
Jan. 28, has been celebrated 
for centuries by people of  
eastern and southeastern 
Asian descent worldwide. 
LNYF makes it possible 
for Washington University 
students to take part in the 
celebration, too. This year, 
the cultural performance 
commemorating the holiday, 
“Lunar New Year Festival: 
Rise,” will take place in the 
Edison Theater on Friday, 
Feb. 10 and Saturday, Feb. 11. 

The performance high-
lights about 200 students and 
consists of a skit, a fashion 
show and a variety of dance 
numbers: lion dance, water 
sleeves, yo-yo, Chinese yo-yo, 
hula, Korean fan, senior 
dance, saminori, juggling, 
tenickling, Chinese fan and 
fusion—along with a new 

piece this year called the Dai 
umbrella dance, representing 
the Dai minority group in 
China. Each year, students in 
all disciplines have the oppor-
tunity to audition for the show 
and after several months of  
rehearsals come together to 
provide the audience with a 
glimpse into the cultural tradi-
tions of East Asia. LNYF is 
one of the most well-attended 
shows in Edison Theater, 
along with the two other 
major cultural shows, Diwali 
in the fall and Carnaval in the 
late spring. 

This year’s LNYF co-direc-
tors, seniors Jonathan Shieh 
and Jesse Kao, got involved 
with the Lunar New Year 
Festival as freshmen without 
many expectations of the 
group or the show. Now, four 
years later, both reflect upon 
their experience with LNYF 
as an incredibly meaningful 
part of their time at Wash. U. 

“I was never into the whole 
Asian performance thing in 
high school,” Shieh said. “But 
my floormates encouraged 
me to audition as a freshman. 
I’d done a little bit of yo-yo in 
the past, so I auditioned for 
that team and got it.”

Shieh went on to choreo-
graph the yo-yo routine for his 
sophomore and junior years 
and also became tech director 
for the show his junior year. 

Similarly, Kao spoke of  
being reluctant to join at first 
but coming to love the prod 
uction.

“I was dragged to LNYF 
auditions as a freshman, and I 
also had a bit of yo-yo experi-
ence, so I joined that team 
and tenickling,” she said. 
“Through that, I grew to love 
the community so much that 
I knew LNYF was something 
I wanted to do for the rest of  
my college career.”

Kao went on to join the 
LNYF executive board 
his sophomore year, as the 
social outreach chair, and he 
became the director of perfor-
mance his junior year. 

Now, as co-directors of  
LNYF, Shieh and Kao’s 
responsibilities have extended 
beyond the performance. 
They’ve worked on the 
philanthropy, fundraising, 
public relations and commu-
nity outreach elements of the 
organization, in addition to 
providing mentorship to the 
students more closely involved 
with the logistics of the show 
itself.  

“The way people perceive 
LNYF is just as a show,” 
Shieh said. “But the way I’d 
describe it is—if we were to 
have a list of goals—having 
a fantastic show is obviously 
one of them. But to be able 
to educate others about our 

philanthropy and to develop 
a strong community on 
campus for all the perform-
ers in LNYF are both super 
important, as well.”

The philanthropy sup-
ported by LNYF this year is 
Beyond Housing, a com-
munity building initiative in 
St. Louis to assist families 
in the Normandy, Mo. 
school district, not only 
through housing but also 
through aligning partners 
and resources to help with 
education, childcare, health 
and financial services. One 
major element of Beyond 
Housing’s work is named the 
24:1 initiative, which refers 
to the 24 municipalities in 

the Normandy school district 
with what the organization 
calls “one vision for successful 
children, engaged families and 
strong community.”

In each year’s LNYF 
performance, the skit works 
to reflect an element of the 
chosen philanthropy. Shieh, 
who is also a performer in the 
skit, said, “Because this year’s 
philanthropy is so broad, the 
skit is reflective of that. It’s 
about community and our 
expectations of others.”

The skit is formatted so that 
each member of the ensemble 
plays a prominent role and 
has a particular problem he or 
she is working toward solving.

“To varying degrees, we 

work to resolve these issues. 
But it’s very much about how 
these peoples’ other friends 
don’t really know them as 
having these problems and 
how that influences their 
characters,” Shieh said.

In addition to the new 
philanthropy and skit, those 
who’ve attended the perfor-
mance in the past can expect 
an amped-up fashion show 
segment this year, with some 
of the costumes designed 
originally by students—a first 
in LNYF history. 

“Lunar New Year Festival: 
Rise” will be performed in 
Edison Theater on Feb. 10 at 
7 p.m. and Feb. 11 at 2 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. Tickets cost $10.

ERICA SLOAN
THEATER AND  
DANCE EDITOR

Welcome to the age of peak TV: Is there any room left for quality shows?

JOACHIM VATURI | STUDENT LIFE

Students perform in the 2016 Lunar New Year Festival last year. The 2017 Lunar New Year 
Festival: Rise will take place this Friday, Feb. 10 and Saturday, Feb. 11 in Edison Theater.

ALBERTO DE LA ROSA
FILM EDITOR
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          drink &  dine
[weekly bar and restaurant guide]

CASUAL.
AFFORDABLE.

WALK FROM CAMPUS. 
TAVOLOV.COM
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NOW YOU CAN USE YOUR BEAR BUCKS
2 BLOCKS SOUTH OF CAMPUS!

*In store only, not to be used for delivery or catering

JUST ADDED:
BEAR BUCKS!

7337 Forsyth - Walk From Campus
(314) 72-SUGAR

WIFI

Coffee - Breakfast
Lunch - Sweets

SO MANY WAYS TO TREAT YOUR VALENTINE IN FEB!

WU Student Life Ad 1.25.17 Valentines.pdf   1   1/25/2017   12:20:45 PM

6504 Delmar in The Loop

We have  
mozzarella sticks  
EVERY day & night!

Take a Tour
BlueberryHill.com

6504 Delmar in The Loop

Whenever 
you see  

the moon 
think of the

6177 Delmar in The Loop
MoonriseHotel.com  

W E E K E N D  B R U N C H
FEATURING BLOODY MARY AND MIMOSA BAR

7036 CLAYTON AVE.    ST. LOUIS, MO
314.932.7818    BOUNDARY-STL.COM

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

the sex issue. coming Feb. 13.

BRINGING SEXY BACK.BRINGING SEXY BACK.
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