
A protest took place in down-
town St. Louis this past Saturday 
in response to President Donald 
Trump’s recent executive order 
on immigration, commonly 
referred to as the “Muslim ban,” 
and other anti-immigration and 
anti-refugee acceptance policies. 

The first in a series of  events, 
a march from Union Station 
to the Thomas F. Eagleton 
U.S. Federal Courthouse, was 
organized by Sydwell Davin, a 
photographer in the greater St. 
Louis area. Once the group of  
marching protesters reached the 
Courthouse, they united with a 
larger crowd participating in a 
rally organized by the Council 
on American-Islamic Relations’ 
Missouri chapter. Following the 
rally, the group of  over 800 pro-
testers and activists marched to 
the Gateway Arch.

The initial march was spear-
headed by Wes Schnitker, 
an organizer with Socialist 
Alternative St. Louis and a 
repeat protester, who led the 
crowd down Market Street with 
chants of  “One people, one 
nation, one family,” “No hate, 
no fear, refugees are welcome 
here” and “When immigrant 
lives are under attack, what do 
we do? Stand up, fight back.”

Before the march began, 
Schnitker addressed the crowd 
and reminded protesters to be 
mindful of  police officers and 
cars as they marched down 
a section of  Market Street, 
which was not closed off  for the 
event.   

“It’s an awesome showing of  
people coming out, especially 
people new to the resistance,” 
Schnitker said of  the people that 
attended the march.

As the procession continued 
past the Department of  Health 

building, police officers in cars 
and on bikes flanked the group 
of  marchers. At the Courthouse, 
the initial protesters joined 
forces with a larger group pre-
paring for the rally.

At the rally, several speak-
ers addressed the crowd about 
the Muslim ban, among other 
issues. Beginning with a rendi-
tion of  the National Anthem 
by a local fourth-grade Muslim 
student, the list of  nine speakers 
included Representative Bruce 
Franks Jr.; Keith Rose, a police 
accountability activist; and John 
Hickey, the Sierra Club Missouri 
chapter director.

Many in the crowd held up 
signs making proclamations of  
their own experiences, like “I 
am a Muslim refugee,” “Bosnian 
refugees love St. Louis” or 
“100 percent Guatemalan, 
100 percent American,” while 

others displayed their solidarity 
through phrases like “We stand 
with our Muslim sisters and 
brothers.”

Along the walkway, organizers 
handed out signs reading “You 
can stay in my house.” Local 
stores, like HSB Tobacconist on 
the Delmar Loop, offered free 
signs to customers reading “Say 
it loud, say it clear, refugees are 
welcome here” the week before 
the event.

The participants, who came 
from many neighborhoods and 
small towns in the greater St. 
Louis area, included families, 
local college students and activ-
ists; like local artist and activist 
Matt Durney, who helped lead 
the first march down Market 
Street with a megaphone.

“I got involved because I 

The men’s soccer team did not 
violate Washington University’s 
sexual harassment policy, 
according to the results of  an 
investigation conducted by the 
Office of  Student Conduct and 
Community Standards.

The investigation, however, 
did find “inappropriate and 
offensive behavior associated 
with certain team activities that 
is in violation of  the Student 
Judicial Code,” according to a 
statement that was released this 
morning from Vice Chancellor 
for Student Affairs Lori White. 

“There’s always different 
perceptions of  these kinds of  
issues, and often one side will 
say that the findings and or the 
related sanctions were not tough 
enough, and another side will 
say that the sanctions were too 
tough,” White said in an inter-
view with Student Life. “So, we 
have to do an investigation and 
make decisions based on the 
information that we have.”

The investigation was launched 
in December, when a complaint 
was filed by the women’s soc-
cer team citing allegations of  

“inappropriate behavior,” as well 
as an online document created by 
members of  the 2015 team that 
included “degrading and sexually 
explicit comments” about the 
members of  the women’s team. 

During the investigation, the 
University was unable to retrieve 
the document mentioned in the 
complaint, White said. Students 

described it during interviews 
conducted during the investi-
gation, but it was never seen 
by members of  the University 
administration or those conduct-
ing the investigation.

The team was put on an 
indefinite suspension that was 
lifted after the investigation was 
conducted and completed over 

winter break. Both teams were 
then offered the opportunity to 
appeal the decision by Jan. 31. 
Neither team chose to appeal.

According to the University’s 
definition, sexual harassment is 
“any unwelcome sexual advance, 
request for sexual favor or other 
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DEC. 3 Women’s soccer wins the NCAA D3 
championship, ending its season. (Men’s soccer 
ended its season Nov. 12.)

DEC. 14 The women’s soccer team files a formal 
complaint against the men’s team, citing allegations 
of “inappropriate behavior” and pointing to an 2015 
online document as an example.

DEC. 16 The University announces that it is 
launching a full investigation into the allegations and 
is indefinitely suspending the men’s soccer team. 

WINTER BREAK The University conducts and 
completes its investigation and lifts the suspension.

JAN. 31 The period of time for either team to 
appeal the University’s decision closes. Neither team 
filed an appeal. 

FEB. 6 The University announces that the men’s 
team did not violate Washington University’s sexual 
harassment policy, but that it did find “inappropriate 
and offensive behavior.” 

Fraternities 
participate 
in recycling 
cup initiative 

In a sustainability initiative 
aiming to produce less waste at 
parties, several fraternities and 
other student groups have joined 
together in an effort to use recy-
clable cups instead of  red Solo 
cups.

The recyclable cup initiative, 
dubbed “YOLO No Solo” by its 
founders, launched last week-
end. Junior Sarah Greenberg, 
sophomore Hannah Schanzer 
and junior Ingrid Archibald have 
been working since fall 2016—
joined by sophomore Harrison 
Banner this semester—to get fra-
ternities specifically to abandon 
the iconic red Solo cup in favor 
of  clear, sustainable cups.

The red Solo cup is made out 
of  #6 plastic, which is non-
recyclable. A shift to the clear 
cup, made out of  #1 plastic, is 
not only more environmentally 
friendly, but also saves almost 50 
percent over Solo cups.

“A lot of  the [frats] were inter-
ested, and we’re waiting for a 

OLIVIA SZYMANSKI
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Protestors march to the Arch in opposition to Trump executive order
AIDAN STRASSMANN
STAFF REPORTER

Protestors march towards a gathering spot in front of the Arch. The protest was in opposition to President Donald Trump’s Executive Order regarding immigration. 
JORDAN CHOW | STUDENT LIFE

SEE SOCCER, PAGE 2

WU releases findings on soccer investigation
Men’s soccer team found in violation of Student Judicial Code, but not 
of sexual harassment policy following complaint from women’s team

SEE CUPS, PAGE 2

Protestors chant in front of the Thomas F. Eagleton U.S. Federal 
Courthouse. The protest culminated at the St. Louis Arch on Saturday. 
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SEE MARCH, PAGE 2

START TO FINISH: THE STEPS OF THE INVESTIGATION

GRAPHIC BY MADDIE WILSON

BLACK AND BLUE 
The annual 
production explored 
themes of mental 
illness and sexuality 
(Cadenza, pg 9)

WE’RE HAVING 
WAFFLES 
A new STL spot 
offers ice cream  
and waffles
(Scene, pg 4) TWO-WIN WEEKEND

(Sports, pg 5)



unwelcome verbal or phys-
ical conduct of  a sexual 
nature, including sexual 
violence, whether com-
mitted on or off  campus.” 
This conduct can be ver-
bal, visual, physical and/
or communicated in writ-
ing or electronically.

The men’s team is on 
probation pending com-
pletion of  mandatory 
educational training by all 
members of  the team this 
spring, the statement con-
tinues. The team will also 
be required to write a letter 
of  apology to the women’s 
team and to abstain from 
activities that were found 
to be in violation of  the 
Student Judicial Code. 

According to White’s 
statement, only some 
members of  the team 
engaged in inappropri-
ate behavior. However, 
because the complaint 
was brought against the 
entire team, the measures 
will affect the entire team 
and there will be no action 
against any individual 
member, White said. 

“We investigated the 
team, and while it is the 
case that not every member 
of  the team participated in 
any of  the offensive activi-
ties that we uncovered, we 
felt that the team should be 
held responsible because a 
number of  the team mem-
bers were involved,” she 
added.

Should the team not ful-
fill these requirements it 
would impact its season in 
the fall, White said. But, 
that’s not something she 
expects to happen.

“I fully expect the men 
to participate,” she said. 
“They’ve indicated the 
willingness to participate 
in the training.”

For now, the University 
is attempting to aid the 

two teams—which have 
historically been close —in 
rebuilding a positive rela-
tionship. White said this 
includes encouraging the 
teams to work with some 
facilitators through small, 
group conversations.

She added that the 
women’s team also pointed 
to other gender-related 
issues on campus, as men-
tioned in her statement, 
which also spoke about the 
importance of  being clear 
with students regarding 
expectations and increas-
ing resources by providing 
more funding to entities 
like the Rape and Sexual 
Violence Prevention 
(RSVP) Center and the 
Title IX Office.

Looking back on the 
investigation process, 
White said she hopes 
those not involved in the 
day-to-day recognize the 
seriousness with which 
the University approached 
the investigation and that 
students in the future not 
be afraid to come forward 
when they witness or expe-
rience behavior “not in line 

with our University com-
munity values.”

“I’m hopeful that as 
people watched this unfold 
they saw the University 
took this very seriously,” 
she said. “When we 
received a complaint, we 
immediately acted upon it; 
we launched an investiga-
tion right away…we did a 
very thorough investiga-
tion and our investigation 
should lead to findings 
based on the evidence that 
we were able to review.”

White added that the 
University is looking to 
increase the amount of  
training and to alter when 
students receive that 
training.

“I think one of  the 
things we’re really good 
at is training students in 
their first year when they 
go through orientation,” 
she said. “I think what 
we need to do a better job 
of  is making sure that we 
have regular and ongoing 
training after students’ first 
year, beyond the students 
who might volunteer for 
those things.” 
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believe this is the time 
for people to come out 
and stand up for what 
they feel. It’s important 
to speak out and show up 
and build the community 
we wish to see,” Durney 
said.

After the rally, protest-
ers left the Courthouse 
and continued down 
Market Street toward 
the Arch. At the base of  
the Arch, another rally, 
centered around a drum 
circle, began.

Washington University 

sophomore Hammy 
Sorkin, who attended 
the march and rally, 
held up a sign reading, 
“Another Jew that hates 
Islamophobia.” Sorkin 
cited her parent’s encour-
agement as part of  her 
motivation for attending 
the rally.

“My family raised me 
going to marches and 
protests…and I think the 
Muslim ban is not only 
unconstitutional and 
illegal but completely 
immoral and moronic,” 

Sorkin said. “I can’t stand 
by and allow others to 
suffer.”

Event organizers were 
encouraged by the event’s 
attendance, but urged 
those involved to con-
tinue to stay active in the 
community.

“Hopefully people will 
come to the groups that 
have been fighting in 
this city for years, since 
Ferguson and previously, 
to ‘earn their stripes’ and 
get involved moving for-
ward,” Schnitker said. 

MONDAY 6

Meditation Mondays
Danforth University Center, Goldberg Formal Lounge, 3:10 p.m. 
Free 40-minute guided meditation sessions. Sessions begin at 3:10 p.m. and 4:10 p.m. 
(join one or both sessions).  

Spring 2017 Germanic Film Series – “Wings of Desire” 
Busch Hall, Room 100, 7 p.m. 
The film will be presented in German with English subtitles and will be accompanied 
by refreshments.

TUESDAY 7

Tuesday Tea @ 3 
Danforth University Center, Tisch Commons, 3 p.m. 
Every Tuesday that school is in session – free hot tea and treats from 3 to 5 p.m. Hosted 
by Danforth University Center, featuring a student organization or department every 
week.

Making [Trans] Media 
Danforth University Center, Tisch Commons, 7 p.m. 
Come join People Like US and Student Union for a conversation.

WEDNESDAY 8

Lecture: “The Double Life of Superimposition: W.E.B. Du Bois’s Black Christ 
Cycle” 
Duncker Hall, Room 201, 4 p.m. 
Lecture by Phillip Maciak, assistant professor of English and Film Studies at Louisiana 
State University.

Assembly Series Lecture: “Late Moves: Music and Creativity” 
Danforth University Center, Goldberg Formal Lounge, 5 p.m. 
Jonathan Biss, an internationally renowned pianist, explores questions of “late style” 
creativity in a panel discussion with scholars in psychology and music.

theFLIPSIDE
EVENT CALENDAR

MON 6
CLOUDY
57/55

TUES 7
AM CLOUDS
66/35

POLICE BEAT

FEB 2
Larceny
Jolley Hall—Complainant reports the theft of a laptop from an unsecured room.  Loss 
$250.Disposition: Pending

FEB 2
Larceny
Anheuser-Busch Hall—Complainant reports leaving his laptop unattended for a few 
minutes and finding it gone when he returned.  Loss $1500.
Disposition: Pending

FEB 2
Larceny
Athletic Complex—Complainant reports an unsecured bicycle stolen.  Loss $450.
Disposition: Pending

FEB 1
Larceny
Anheuser-Busch Hall—Unsecured bicycle stolen from the rack on the west side of the 
building.  Loss $120.
Disposition: Pending

WED 8
CLOUDY
39/24

SOCCER from page 1

few to get back to us about 
whether they’re going to 
continue, but we have high 
hopes,” Schanzer said.

Last weekend, three 
fraternities tested out the 
new cups: Beta Theta Pi, 
Kappa Sigma and Alpha 
Delta Phi. According to 
Schanzer, a total of  seven 
fraternities have already 
agreed to test out the 
initiative.

Bob Liu, a senior 
and member of  Kappa 
Sigma, first heard of  
the initiative last semes-
ter through a club called 
Net Impact, which works 
closely with the Office of  
Sustainability. He joined 
the committee leading the 
initiative and began talk-
ing with members of  his 
own fraternity, as well as 
others, about making the 
switch to clear cups.

“Within a week of  

kicking off  the campaign, 
we had seven fraternities 
agree to use these cups, 
which was pretty cool,” 
Liu said.

Although the initiative 
has been generally well-
received, Schanzer said the 
new cups mark a transition 
from the red Solo cup, 
considered by many to be 
a college tradition.

“Pretty much everyone 
has been on board and 
excited so far, but it’s also 
been hard because red Solo 
cups are so ingrained in 
our culture, and [they are] 
such a staple of  frat parties 
or college parties in gen-
eral,” she said.

Liu agreed that red 
Solo cups are ubiquitous 
at college parties, which 
makes the transition more 
difficult.

“[The clear cup ini-
tiative] had a little 

opposition, but most peo-
ple didn’t feel too strongly 
either way. It’s a really neat 
conversation starter, and in 
the end, it really was cool 
because the idea was that 
everyone does want to do 
some good,” Liu said after 
Kappa Sigma’s first party 
with recyclable cups.

Schanzer and Banner 
are also trying to extend 
the initiative beyond 
Greek organizations, and 
they have already reached 
out to multiple student 
groups who throw par-
ties and social events. So 
far, Contraband, a club 
Frisbee team, and Cast n’ 
Crew, a student theater 
group, have both joined 
in on the effort to reduce 
waste through the use of  
recyclable cups.

Editor’s Note: Associate 
Editor Wesley Jenkins is a 
member of  Beta Theta Pi.

CUP from page 1 

In order to promote sustainability, fraternities around campus moved towards using recyclable 
solo cups at their events. Many student groups have also pledged to be involved in the program.

CATE JIANG | STUDENT LIFE

MARCH from page 1 

The men’s soccer team stands on Francis Field before a game 
last season. The team was found not to have violated the 
University’s sexual harassment policy following a complaint 
from the women’s team.

ROHAN GUPTA | STUDENT LIFE

A protestor chants along during the March to the Arch protest held this Saturday downtown. 
The protest marched down Market Street as it approached the St. Louis Arch. 

JORDAN CHOW | STUDENT LIFE
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Dan Ariely, a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and five-time TED 
presenter, discussed his 
research concerning the 
motivations behind our 
oft-dangerous short-term 
behaviors despite our posi-
tive future goals Thursday 
in Hillman Hall.

Ariely, also a profes-
sor of  psychology and 
behavioral economics at 
Duke University, spoke 
to a crowd of  Washington 
University students and St. 
Louis community members 
as part of  the Assembly 
Series.

Mary McKernan McKay, 
the new dean of  the Brown 
School of  Social Work, 
opened the event by dis-
cussing the goals of  the 
event’s sponsor, the Envolve 
Center, in improving the 
health of  populations.

“My job as the new dean 
of  the Brown School is first 
of  all to tell you how proud 
I am to have you all sit in 
Hillman Hall,” she said. 
“To have you be part of  
a mission that has social 

justice, social change, 
health equity, at its center.”

Ariely spoke to the 
difficulty of  achieving 
long-term goals in the pres-
ent and people’s tendencies 
to push things off  to the 
future. 

“In the future we are 
wonderful people,” Ariely 
said. “We will exercise, 
diet, everything will be 
fantastic in the future. Of  
course, we never get to live 
in that future. We get to live 
in the present and in the 
present we fail time after 
time after time after time. 
And it’s not only that we 
fail time after time. Society 
is designed to tempt us to 
fail.”

Ariely told the audience 
a personal story about 
his time as part of  a clini-
cal trial to cure hepatitis 
C. The way he motivated 
himself  to finish the trial, 
despite the unpleasant side 
effects of  the medication, 
was to reengineer his envi-
ronment to facilitate good 
decision-making.

While conducting 
research, he studied this 
phenomenon further, in 
the context of  the common 

psychological idea of  
reward-substitution, dis-
covering that acting now 
to promote our long-term 
interests is unattractive 
because the reward value 
is extremely low. However, 
Ariely said, even insig-
nificant rewards in the 
present are able to motivate 
behavior.

“It is something that 
comes now,” he said. “The 
moment that we have 
something that is imme-
diate, we are much more 
motivated.”

Through his research, 
Ariely discovered that 
using loss-aversion, 
responding to bad behav-
ior by taking money away, 
was far more effective 
than rewarding monetary 
bonuses.

The technique of  ran-
dom reinforcement and 
the regret lottery, or show-
ing people the rewards that 
could have resulted from 
good behavior, was even 
more effective, he said. By 
giving people the chance 
to have won a lottery 
by performing a specific 
behavior and later taking it 
away for non-compliance, 

researchers found that 
the regret was a powerful 
motivator. 

Later, Ariely conducted 
a brief  discussion about a 
second useful mechanism 
for self-control called the 
Ulysses Contract, a way 
anyone can influence their 
future behavior through cur-
rent action.

“I know that my future 

self  is likely to misbehave, 
and I’m going to do some-
thing now that’ll prevent my 
future self  from misbehav-
ing,” Ariely said. “Either 
because I will not be able to 
take any action or because 
I will not know the tempta-
tion existed.”

Although he acknowl-
edged our difficulty with 
exercising willpower, Ariely 

closed by encouraging audi-
ence members to use these 
techniques to explore work-
ing toward improving their 
future selves.

“We have the tools to 
design the world in a better 
way that’ll be more com-
patible with our long-term 
goals,” Ariely said. “We just 
have to decide to do it and 
take some steps toward it.”

Economist, TED presenter discusses methods of self-control
SWETHA NAKSHATRI
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Behavioral economist and frequent TED presenter Dan Ariely speaks to the Wash. U. com-
munity Thursday in Hillman Hall. Ariely’s talk “The Art & Science of Self Control: How to Act 
in Our Long-Term Best Interests” brought a packed audience. 
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YEAR OF THE ROOSTER

ALLISON HAMBURG | STUDENT LIFE

Fireworks launched for the Lunar New Year Festival are seen from the Brookings Quad. 
Lunar New Year Festival: Rise will be held in Edison Theatre Feb. 10 and 11.

the sex survey. 
live now at studlife.com.
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New eateries don’t 
always need to have 
extensive menus or 
extravagant entrees to be 
successful. Sometimes, 
all that is necessary is one 
unique, well-executed 
idea. Boardwalk Waffles 
& Ice Cream, which 
held its grand opening 
in Maplewood, Mo. last 
Saturday, hopes to accom-
plish just that. In terms of  
food, patrons can order just 
waffles, just ice cream or ice 
cream wedged in between 
waffles. 

Truthfully, I was a bit 
pessimistic about the idea 
at the start. I enjoy waffles, 
and I enjoy ice cream. 
But combining two foods 
together seems pointless 

unless the combination 
brings something greater 
than just the sum of  indi-
vidual parts. Why would 
ice cream be any different 
with waffles? My worry was 
that the waffles would be 
crispy and hard to hold, and 
it would just feel like eating 
a ball of  ice cream from the 
palm of  your hand. I had to 
try it for myself.

The store itself  is tiny. 
It is maybe wide enough 
for four people to stand 
shoulder to shoulder, and 
is only long enough to fit 
the ice cream refrigerators, 
the waffle irons and a small 
seating area. The location, 
however, is very convenient 
for Washington University 
students. While not within 
walking distance or along 
a Metro train line, it is just 
a six-minute drive down 

Big Bend from campus. If  
you have access to a car, 
it is an ideal distance for 
cravings or spontaneous 
snack breaks (particularly 
given the meager ice cream 
options available on the 
Danforth Campus).

I was able to purchase a 
quarter-sized, half-sized or 
full-sized sandwich. Each 
“quarter” of  a sandwich 
involves a half  of  a waffle, 
folded over a single scoop 
of  ice cream. This means a 
“full sandwich,” while only 
$9, includes two full waffles 
with four scoops of  ice 
cream. This would prob-
ably be sufficient for four 
people or possibly for just 
me during finals. For this 
trip, I split a half  sandwich, 
with one scoop of  Gold 
Coast Chocolate- and one 
scoop of  Bailey’s Irish 

Cream-flavored ice cream. 
The ice cream itself  should 
be familiar to Wash. U. 
students; in lieu of  making 
it in-house, Boardwalk uses 
ice cream from the local 
Serendipity Homemade Ice 
Cream.

After receiving my order, 
I nestled into the small 
seating area by the entrance 
and tested the phenomenon 
for myself. Despite my 
pessimism, I was pleasantly 

surprised. The waffles 
were soft, Belgian waffles. 
They did not crumble in 
my hands—instead, they 
carefully cradled the ice 
cream scoop. The ice cream 
did not drip and spill over 
my lap; I was able to easily 
hold and bite through the 
whole sandwich. The waffle 
even served to cut the initial 
cold shock that comes with 
carving through ice cream 
with front teeth. Instead 

of  being a clumsy, hurried 
experience, it was a com-
fortable, easy one.

There is still some room 
for improvement. The 
overall layout of  the space, 
for one, is a bit unwieldy. 
For some reason, the line 
begins at the far end of  
the store, so you need to 
squeeze by other waiting 
customers when you want 
to sample and choose your 
ice cream flavor. Maybe this 
is the best that can be done 
with little space, but I still 
wish there were an extra 
foot or so for some breath-
ing room.

For just about $3.50 per 
quarter, this was a totally 
worthwhile purchase. It 
is quick, easy and reward-
ing, and I can definitely 
see myself  returning for 
a quick snack after class. 
For Boardwalk, maintain-
ing a strong social media 
presence seems to be key, 
as the grand opening event 
on Facebook drew plenty of  
families and students from 
both  Wash. U. and the St. 
Louis community. As long 
as Boardwalk can continue 
to stand out from its narrow 
little storefront, it should 
find success as a Wash. U. 
favorite.

Deana Lawson’s 
photographs in the 
newly-opened exhibi-
tion, “Deana Lawson,” 
at Contemporary Art 
Museum St. Louis reso-
nate with grace and power 
and beauty. 

“I see the domes-
tic space as a site of  
power,” the Brooklyn. 
N.Y.-based photogra-
pher said in her Jan. 28 
talk at Contemporary 
Art Museum St. Louis 
(CAM), following the 
opening of  the show the 
night before. She spoke to 
a full gallery, eloquently 
moving between anecdotes 
about how her images are 
made, inspirations that 
have informed her work 
and the broader themes 
that she actively engages 
through her artistic 
practice. 

One of  two black 
artists currently show-
ing at CAM, Lawson’s 
images deal specifi-
cally with depictions 
of  the black body. Her 
incredibly striking color 
photographs challenge 
and create new representa-
tions of  the black body, 
particularly the female 
body, within the history of  
photography. 

Lawson presents her 
viewers with a striking 
paradox: Her images 
appear candid and 
momentary, almost like 

a documentary still, but 
they are, in fact, highly 
staged. Every element is 
accounted for, the rela-
tionships between subjects 
are often constructed—
sometimes, she even 
sketches out the composi-
tion of  the image before 
going to shoot. 

Still, her images come 
to life, fleshed out by the 
vulnerability of  her nude 
subjects. Their personali-
ties are unmistakable as 
they gaze directly and 
intensely into the camera, 
engaging at one time with 
Lawson and now with us. 

In these works, the 
physical spaces are equally 
as important as the 
figures within them. Her 
subjects are sometimes 
photographed in their own 
domestic settings but not 
always. This element of  
discovering a foreign but 
somehow familiar space 
mirrors Lawson’s travel 
through countries that she 
considers significant to the 
African diaspora and the 
trans-Atlantic slave trade. 
By combining multiple 
layers of  time and location 
into one image, Lawson 
considers the different 
qualities of  selfhood that 
transcend locational or 
temporal fixture. 

One particularly strik-
ing photo in the show is 
“Living Room,” taken 
in Brooklyn in 2015. A 
room full of  things frames 
a couple in the center of  
the image. A full laundry 

cart and brown boxes, 
overflowing with clothes, 
shoes, DVDs and back-
packs in the foreground, 
leave only a narrow strip 
of  empty floor that leads 
the viewer’s eye to the 
couple’s feet. The win-
dow behind the figures 
is haphazardly covered 
with a shower curtain duct 
taped to the wall (Lawson 
described the duct tape as 
an unplanned symbol for 
the willingness to “put in 
work” in relationships). 
The woman perches on a 
radiator; her head is bent 
slightly down, but her 
eyes look up to confront 
the viewer. Wrapped in 
her arms, a man leans 
back, completely at ease 
between her legs. 

“I really wanted to use 
her to represent love—
black love—and romance, 
particularly in the black 
community because I 
feel like so much of  what 
is in the media is about 
divisiveness,” Lawson said 
about this image. 

There is gripping beauty 
in the disarray of  the 
room, the power of  the 
embrace, the position of  
control that the woman is 
in and the way the light 
highlights and casts shad-
ows across their skin. 

When discussing 
“Mickey & Friends 
<3” (taken in Jamaica 
in 2013), also on view, 
Lawson mentioned that 
she consciously used skin 
as a color palette in her 

composition of  the image. 
She went on to remember 
a book in which melanoid 
skin was described as 
having eyes of  memory. 
“I think for me, skin is 
super important. I guess 
I imagine, particularly 

melanoid skin as this car-
rier of  memory…as being 
embedded with psychic 
memory.”

Lawson has been 
selected for the 2017 
Whitney Biennial at the 
Whitney Museum of  

American Art in New 
York. For this exhibi-
tion, she will create 
a new body of  work. 
Organized by guest cura-
tor Kelly Shindler, “Deana 
Lawson,” will be on view 
at CAM until April 16.

Ice cream and waffle sandwiches: A dream team turned into reality

For the love of melanin: ‘Deana Lawson’ at CAM

BROCK WORKMAN
FOOD EDITOR

FRIEDA CURTIS
STAFF WRITER

Deana Lawson’s piece “Kingdom Come” is on display at the St. Louis Contemporary Art 
Museum. Lawson’s newly-opened exhibition “Deana Lawson” will be on view until April 16.

COURTESY OF DEANA LAWSON

BROCK WORKMAN | STUDENT LIFE

The Boardwalk Waffles & Ice Cream storefront advertises its Saturday, Feb. 4 opening. 
The shop offers waffles, ice cream and waffle sandwiches with ice cream in the middle.



This time last year, the 
Washington University men’s 
basketball team was at their 
lowest point. Mired in a 
six-game losing streak that ulti-
mately derailed their season, 
the Bears suffered crushing 
conference loss after crushing 
conference loss.

“Last year was a grow up 
year, we experienced what it’s 
like to play close games and 
come up at the bottom end of  
it,” Edwards said of his team 
that featured just one senior. 
“This year were much more 
comfortable with what we 
have to do,” Edwards said.

And what the bears 
have done is plow through 

the University Athletic 
Association. Five-weeks into 
conference play last season, 
the Bears were 2-7 – five losses 
coming by three points or less. 
Now Wash. U. is 9-0 in the 
UAA with a chance to crack 
the top-five national rankings 
for the first time since Jan. 
2015. 

The latest chapter in 
this turnaround came this 
weekend. To kick off the sec-
ond-half of conference play, 
the Bears delivered a pair of  
home wins against Carnegie 
Mellon University and Case 
Western Reserve University.

 Friday against 
Carnegie Mellon, Wash. U. 
shot a season-high 59.3 per-
cent from the floor in a 93-80 
win. In the first quarter The 

Bears quickly found a way 
to pierce the Tartans zone 
defense.  

“They zoned us, which 
most teams don’t do – most 
teams play us man to man 
– and that allowed us to 
find the gaps inside of their 
defense,” junior forward Matt 
Highsmith said. 

“The big part of it was to 
make sure that we move the 
ball laterally a lot because it 
makes the defense change 
position and eventually some-
one is going to mess up and 
there is going to be a opening,” 
Highsmith said. 

Junior point guard Kevin 
Kucera took full advantage of  
the Tartans’ porous defense, 
racking-up 10 points and ten 
assists.

“There were some of those 
[assists] where he threw the 
pass before the player was 
there,” Edwards said. “That’s 
the advantage of playing 
together for three years.”

Junior forward Andrew 
Sanders, junior guard Jake 
Knupp, senior guard Michael 
Bregman, senior forward 
Clinton Hooks, Kucera, 
Highsmith and Schmelter – 
what you could call the Bears 
core seven – all experienced 
the same lackluster 2015-16 
season. All are now driving 
this year’s surge.    

Wash. U.‘s lead the UAA 
in assists per game and 
entered the weekend fourth in 
Division III.

The Bears flourished inside 
the arc on Friday, scoring 40 
points in the paint and pull-
ing down a plus-six rebound 
margin. Already a strong team 
underneath the basket, Wash. 
U. began to pull away mid-
way through the first when 
Carnegie Mellon’s starting big 
men Jack Serbin and Chris 
Shkil, got into foul trouble 

“Any time a starter goes out 
of the game, that’s really an 
opportunity to attack,” junior 
center David Smelter said. 
“And when a guy has a couple 
of fouls he’s going to be a little 
more careful on defense.”  

Both teams had to navi-
gate a tightly called game. 
Besides getting sent to the 
line 33 times, the Bears were 
tagged with 20 personal fouls 
– one off their season high. 

Highsmith and Sanders took 
particular advantage of the 
refs quick trigger, hitting 9-13 
and 10-11 shots from the char-
ity stripe. The forwards led the 
Bears offensive attack with 
26 and 18 points respectively. 
Sanders also added a team-
high 10 rebounds for his first 
double-double of the season. 

Against Case Western, the 
Bears eclipsed the century 
mark for the first time this sea-
son in a 102-97 win Saturday 
afternoon. 

This time, the Bears were 
fouled a season-high 35 times, 
leading to a 36-54 night from 
the foul line. Sander’s hit seven 
of his ten free throws on his 
way to a team-high fifteen 
points. Five other Bears fin-
ished in double figures. 

With seven minutes left 
in regulation and the Bears 
up by 25, Edwards took his 
starters out of the game. That 
decision nearly came back to 
bite Wash. U. as the Spartans 
outscored the Red and Green 
39-19 in the final minutes. 
That was enough to pull the 
Bears starter off the bench to 
finish off the five point win.   

The Bears are now 17-3 
and haven’t lost a game since 
mid-December. To help fur-
ther explain the Bears recent 
conference success, Edwards 
pointed to the Bears tough 
early-season schedule. In addi-
tion to Rochester, who was 
ranked No. 3 before facing the 
Bears in the first half of UAA 
play, the Bears also had games 

against Augustana, who was 
ranked as high as No. 16 this 
year as well as University of  
Wisconsin-Eau Claire, which 
made it all the way to No. 7. 
Even opponents like unranked 
Hanover College only have 
three losses this season.

“It pays off when you get 
down the stretch,” Edwards 
said.

The Bears have a chance to 
make their biggest statement 
of the season next Sunday 
when they host the now-No. 5 
University of Rochester.

Remember, it was the Bears 
five point victory over the 
Yellowjackets back in mid-Jan-
uary that kicked off the Bears 
steady climb up the national 
rankings from 20th up to their 
current standing at number 
six. A second win over a team 
like Rochester would give the 
Bears a clear path to their first 
UAA championship since 
2014.

It’s a tall task. Rochester 
Beat New York University 
by a whopping 43 points on 
Friday and Brandeis by 27 on 
Sunday.

“We’re not taking any team 
for granted – and especially 
not that one,” Schmelter said 
of the Yellowjackets

Also on the docket next 
weekend is a Friday night 
matchup at Emory University. 
Two days before their win 
over Rochester in January, the 
Bears held the Eagles to 32.4 
percent shooting from the field 
in an eight-point win.
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Men’s basketball continues surge on home court

The Washington 
University women’s basket-
ball team won two games 
for the second straight 
weekend, defeating con-
ference rivals Carnegie 
Mellon University and 
Case Western Reserve 
University 79-69 and 
95-66, respectively.

Against No. 20 Carnegie 
Mellon on Friday night, 
the No. 9 Bears started 
out fast offensively. Junior 
Natalie Orr caught fire 
from beyond the arc, 
shooting 3-5 from distance 
in the first quarter. The 
Tartans, however, kept up 
through the beginning, 
led by Carnegie Mellon 
senior center Lisa Murphy. 
Murphy, who entered 
the weekend averaging a 
Division III-best 25.7 per 
game, supplied nine of  her 
team’s 19 points through 
the first 10 minutes. 

The lead changed four 
times within a two-minute 
span early in the first, with 
both teams matching each 
other shot for shot. At the 
end of  the exchange, a 
catch-and-shoot three from 
the right wing by sopho-
more Rachel Sondag put 
the Bears up 13-11, and 
from there, the Bears didn’t 

look back.
Orr kicked off  the sec-

ond quarter the same way 
she did the first, drilling 
a three to put the Bears 
up 25-19. From there, 
Wash. U.’s bigs led the 
way with strong play inside 
on the offensive boards. 
The Bears grabbed five 
offensive rebounds in the 
quarter, with senior Lily 
Sarros, senior Jenn Dynis 
and sophomore Madeline 
Homoly all converting 
missed shots into made 
baskets. Overall, Wash. U. 
outscored Carnegie Mellon 
23-8 in the second period, 
with Dynis putting the 
Bears up by 18 before the 
half  with a finger roll.

In the second half, the 
Tartans found their foot-
ing, but an opportunistic 
defense prevented a major 
comeback. Sophomore 
guard Becca Clark-
Callender recorded a steal 
and a career-high two 
blocks. The second of  
these came in dramatic 
fashion. After a three 
from Carnegie Mellon cut 
the Bears’ lead to just 10, 
Clark-Callender turned 
the ball over at midcourt. 
As the Tartans rushed 
down the open floor for 
a fast break layup, Clark-
Callender tracked her path 
to the basket, and timed 

her leap perfectly for a 
clean chase down block. 

10 points was as close 
to Wash. U. as the Tartans 
would get for the rest of  
the game, as the Bears 
completed a season sweep 
of  their University Athletic 
Assocation (UAA) rivals. 
Orr led the team with 19 
points, with Homoly con-
tributing 17 off  the bench 
and sophomore Stephanie 
Botkin also scoring in the 
double figures with 10. 
Wash. U. outrebounded 
Carnegie Mellon 39-29. 

On Sunday, the Bears 
completed a much more 
comfortable victory against 
Case Western. The Bears 
continued to rebound the 
ball well, and senior for-
ward Zoe Vernon got the 
game started by crashing 
the boards and convert-
ing off  her own miss. Two 
possessions later, Vernon 
caught the ball on the right 
wing and pulled up for a 
three from the wing, giving 
Wash. U. an early 7-2 lead.

Once again, it was the 
second quarter in which 
the Bears pulled away. 
This time, the Bears relied 
on solid ball movement to 
break down the Spartans’ 
zone. For the Bears’ first 
bucket of  the quarter, 
Vernon found Orr for a 
catch-and-shoot three in 

the left corner. Orr’s shot 
put the Bears up 24-18.

The Bears continued 
to rack up the assists in 
the quarter. After work-
ing the ball around the 
perimeter, Dynis found 
Botkin inside for a short 
jumper that put the Bears 
up 12. Clark-Callender 
once again provided play-
making off  the bench, 
finding Homoly near the 
basket with a threaded pass 
inside. The Bears piled up 
nine assists in the quarter, 
and a Vernon layup with 
three seconds left pushed 
the halftime score to 47-30.

The Red and Green 
continued to push their 
lead into the second half. 
A major part of  this was 
the defensive side of  the 
ball. Though junior for-
ward Kara Hageman, the 
Spartans’ top threat, scored 
25, Case Western’s other 
two top scorers, senior 
guard Jess McCoy and 
sophomore guard Hillary 
Hellman, were held to 
seven and four points, 
respectively. Only one 
Spartans player besides 
Hageman scored in the 
double digits, while the 
whole team shot just 39.7 
percent from the field.

In the end, Wash. U. 
managed a comfortable 
29-point victory. The 

Bears’ 26 team assists 
match a season high, and 
five players scored ten 
or more points, led by 
Homoly with 24. 

The two wins this week-
end improve the Bears’ 
record to 7-2 in the UAA, 
putting them in a dead 

heat with University of  
Chicago. The Maroons 
currently have the head-
to-head tiebreaker. 
Wash. U. will be at home 
again next weekend and 
will host games against 
Emory University and the 
University of  Rochester.

AARON BREZEL
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Women’s basketball wins two convincing conference games at home

Matt Highsmith prepares to shoot a free throw aganist Carnegie Mellon. The Bear’s won 93-80.
AARON BREZEL | STUDENT LIFE
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The men’s and women’s 
track and field teams col-
lected a pair of  victories 
at the Keck Invitational, 
hosted by Illinois Wesleyan 
University Saturday. 

The women’s team col-
lected 119 points, well 
ahead of  second place St. 
Norbert College’s 59 and 

host Illinois Wesleyan 
University’s 56 points. 
Washington University 
was lead by star senior 
Daisy Ogede, who won 
both the 60-meter (7.78s) 
and 200-meter dashes 
(25.46s). Both times clock 
in as the fifth-best mark 
in Division III this indoor 
season.  

Ogede collected her 
third win of  the afternoon 

in the women’s 4x400 
meter relay, winning the 
event at 3:55:19 alongside 
freshman Nicky Althoff, 
senior Ashley Knudson 
and senior Kelli Hancock. 

The women’s team col-
lected its fourth and final 
title of  the afternoon, stuff-
ing the stat sheet for the 
one-mile run. Senior Molly 
Kuhs won the event at 
5:11.43, but five of  the six 

top finishers represented 
the Bears. Sophomore 
Heidi Nassos also had a 
strong day, finishing run-
ner up in both the pole 
vault (3.55 meter) and 
triple jump (11.06 meter). 
In total, the women’s team 
totaled 19 top-five finishes 
to finish first amongst its 
regional competitors. 

The men’s team, mean-
while, tallied 106 points to 

finish in first with a com-
fortable 39-point margin. 
The men’s team finished 
with 18 top-five finishes 
including victories from 
junior Elvir Sarajlic and 
sophomore Peter Johnsrud 
winning a pair of  events. 
Sarajlic won the 3000-
meter run at 8:37:73, 
skirting in ahead of  fresh-
man Marco Quaroni, 
senior Dillon Williams 

and sophomore Paul 
d’Ambrosio, who finished 
in second, third and fourth 
respectively. Johnsrud, 
meanwhile, captured the 
5000-meter run, clocking 
in at 15:08.49.

The Bears will travel 
to Indiana next week-
end to compete in the 
Hoosier Hills Invite 
and Indianapolis Team 
Invitational. 

Track and Field earns pair of wins at Keck Invitational over weekend
FRANCIS PAEK
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER
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Sophomore Madeline Homoly goes up for the ball in Wash. 
U.’s game aganist New York University. The Bears won 80-48.
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BLACK ANTHOLOGY PRESENTS:  

BLACK  
AND BLUE

This year’s Black Anthology production, 
titled “Black and Blue,” took the stage this 
weekend to depict and comment on issues of 
mental illness, sexuality and race. The yearly 
production included a skit and emotional dance 
performances. See page 9 for the full story.
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1: Two actors talk to each other during this year’s Black 
Anthology Performance. The skit, which followed a se-
nior named AJ as she deals with undiagnosed depression, 
acknowledged the interaction between mental illness and 
blackness.
 2: As smoke fills the stage, a dancer in this year’s Black An-
thology performance lies on the ground as part of her dance 
routine. 
3: Members of a Black Anthology dance group go through 
their routine in this year’s Black Anthology: Black and Blue 
show. 
4: A dancer in Black Anthology appears to cry out to the 
audience during her routine. In doing so, she conveys the 
emotional struggle and hope that African-American students 
face at college. 
5: A dancer in this year’s Black Anthology performance 
strikes a dramatic pose. 
6: During one of the dance routine’s in Black Anthology, the 
dancer strikes a pose. This year’s performance, entitled “Black 
and Blue,” was the 28th production of Black Anthology and was 
performed on Friday and Saturday of this past weekend.
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I
t is clear that the 
Trump administration 
will threaten progress 
toward racial, eco-

nomic and environmental 
justice at every opportunity.  
This is not only a turning 
point in our nation’s his-
tory, but a true moment of  
reckoning for us to contend 
with as a generation. It is time 
for us to represent our own 
interests. We have to individu-
ally and collectively resist the 
“alternative facts” sponsored 
by private corporations which 
violate public goods, public 
health and the public’s rights. 
Trump’s assorted appoint-
ments, directives and rhetoric 
directly harm members of  
our community and affect our 
research capabilities, although 

the moral implications of  
standing against inherently 
discriminatory actions 
extend far beyond our own 
interests. So what exactly is 
Washington University’s role 
during this political moment? 
Where do we go from here?

Though we don’t have the 
capacity to challenge our 
government’s advances at 
every turn, we do have the 
opportunity to stand and 
lead. We can’t afford to be 
concerned about ‘politiciz-
ing’ ourselves when our own 
government has decided that 
human rights and democracy 
will be prime battleground 
sites. Instead, we have to 
respond not with neutrality, 
but by proudly reiterating our 
commitments. We are not 
only a bastion of scientific 
integrity as a flagship research 
institution, but we also have 
the opportunity to become 
champions of moral integrity 

and social progress. Our 
research saves lives, and our 
scholars are at the forefront 
of social change, interro-
gating profound systemic 
problems worldwide. Our 
mission statement rings true: 
“Washington University’s 
faculty and staff strive to 
enhance the lives and liveli-
hoods of students, the people 
of the greater St. Louis com-
munity, the country and the 
world.” with so much at stake 
in this moment, our commit-
ment is more important than 
ever. But we as students must 
be the ones to assemble and 
use the privilege afforded by 
a Wash. U. ID to demand 
our University hold itself  
accountable. 

One of the most powerful 
ways in which our University 
can act is by fully embracing 
the opportunity to go above 
and beyond to protect our 
students, our faculty and 

our staff. We do not seek to 
dwell on the moments on 
which Wash. U. could have 
done better (there are many), 
but rather to embrace the 
potential for our institution 
to be a regional and national 
leader at this critical point in 
time. We also know that it is 
necessary for us to put our 
money where our mouth is; 
just as we invest in research 
which fosters scientific dis-
covery and advances global 
conditions of safety and 
health, we must ensure that 
our very own investments 
do not threaten our scientific 
and moral principles. It is 
not enough to only out-
wardly invest in “positive” 
and acceptably apolitical 
measures of progress like 
solar panels or a green LEED 
building design. We can do 
better than hosting confer-
ences every few years and 
claiming a greenwashed title 

to being a “national leader 
in sustainability,” when 
there is evidence that we 
contribute to what amounts 
to environmental warfare 
on whole communities. 
It is unacceptable that 3-5 
percent of our $7 billion 
endowment may be invested 
in fossil fuels. Similarly, it is 
destructive and hypocritical 
to invest in research com-
bating the burdens of mass 
incarceration while simulta-
neously refusing to divulge 
whether our institution profits 
off of the private prison 
industry (spoiler alert: almost 
certainly). 

We are concerned about 
the social and economic 
consequences of our financial 
investments in relation to a 
number of our institutional 
relationships. Andrew Taylor 
has sat on our Board of  
Trustees for years, run-
ning our fundraising efforts 

while (until six months 
ago) representing a com-
pany that profits off of the 
private prison industry and 
subsequent decades-long 
abuse of Black and Brown 
communities. Until recently, 
executives from prominent 
fossil fuel corporations like 
Peabody Coal and Arch 
Coal—both of which have 
actively harmed health and 
democracy in the St. Louis 
area, across the country and 
worldwide—were prominent 
members of our Board of  
Trustees. These corporate 
trustees have sparked student 
activism and multiple calls for 
divestment of various kinds, 
along with a transparent 
endowment. At the moment, 
no such commitment from 
our administration exists. 

The full submission of  this 
piece can be found on the Student 
Life website, with citations 
provided. 
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Neutrality is a choice: Wash. U. and resistance in Trump’s America
OP-ED SUBMISSION

F
or the past two 
summers, I 
had the distinct 
pleasure of  serv-

ing steaming hot Italian 
food to hordes of  good ole 
Southerners in my home-
town of Kennesaw, Ga. 
Romano’s Macaroni Grill, 
a fine establishment serving 
only the highest quality 
ingredients at an affordable 
price (There, I said it…Can 
I have my free pasta now?), 
allowed me unprecedented 
access to some of  the most 
prime people-watching on 
the planet. Through my 

observations, I learned 
one very important lesson: 
People suck. 

As a formerly shy and 
awkward customer at 
restaurants, here are my tips 
for how to be the best damn 
patron in the dining room:   

BE FRIENDLY

In the words of  the man 
that shouted at me from a 
black Nissan on Forsyth 
Boulevard last Friday, 
“Smile, baby!” Imagine if  
every time you said “Hi” or 
“How are you?” to some-
one, they stared down at a 
sheet of  paper and blatantly 
ignored you. Not a super 

nice feeling. Sometimes, TV 
shows and movies are shock-
ingly accurate. If  you’re rude 
to me, I will remember you, 
and yes, I gossiped about 
you with my friends in the 
kitchen. So, please, be nice. 
For your own sake. Think of  
it this way: who would you 
be more willing to help if  
they had a desperate need of  
artificial sweetener for their 
iced tea—your best friend 
or that Bear’s Den worker 
you unsuccessfully tried to 
charm into giving you extra 
tater tots?

TIP WELL

Unless your server spits 

in your food and insults 
your mother, tip 20 
percent. Always. There 
is no worse feeling than 
bringing someone eight 
sides of  sauce, a soda 
AND a water and extra 
napkins and feeling no 
benefit from it. Is the $2 
difference between 10 
percent and 20 percent 
really going to break 
the bank? In most cases, 
probably not. And if  it is, 
consider staying home. In 
most states, servers make 
below minimum wage 
because of  the reliance 
on tips (For example, I 
made $2.13 per hour). On 
top of  that, a portion of  

a server’s nightly tips is 
often distributed among 
hosts, bussers and bar-
tenders. When you hear 
that someone is “work-
ing for tips,” chances 
are they actually are. If  
your excuse is that you 
don’t know 20 percent of  
$85.16 off  the top of  your 
head, here’s a hack: Take 
the decimal point of  your 
total, move it over once to 
the left, and multiply that 
amount by two. Voila! 
Happy server.

BE A DECENT 
HUMAN

If  you’re 13 years old, 

and you have a lot of  
friends, cool! That’s great! 
Have fun in 8th grade. 
But please don’t come in 
during the dinner rush, 
order off  the kids’ menu 
and ask to split the check 
17 different ways. For 
proud residents of  a Bible 
Belt state, many people 
in Georgia don’t know 
the Gospel of  Luke in 
the Bible very well: “Do 
to others as you would 
have them do to you.” It’s 
not that hard, people. If  
my hands are obviously 
full, I probably can’t take 
your stack of  dirty dishes. 
Oh—and, never, ever, ever 
steal my pens. 

AIDAN STRASSMAN
STAFF WRITER

The college patron’s guide to dining out

STAFF EDITORIAL

O
n Jan. 27, 
President 
Donald Trump 
issued an 

executive order banning 
immigration from seven 
Muslim-majority countries. 
The act sparked immediate 
chaos and protest across 
the country; even in the 
concourses of  Lambert-St. 
Louis International 
Airport. Two days 
later, Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton, rarely one for 
political gestures, sent an 
email out to our commu-
nity expressing his personal 
opposition to what is now 
being called the “Muslim 
ban” and clarified a 
Washington University 
statement of  principles. 

Six days after that, our 
Chancellor appeared on 
CNN, and again broke 
character to denounce 

the executive order. “The 
executive order issued by 
the president undermines 
our effort to strengthen our 
ties internationally and 
undermines our effort to 
build collaborations that 
are going to contribute to 
a stronger, more vibrant 
U.S. economy,” Wrighton 
told CNN’s Michael 
Smerconish.

Wash. U.’s student body 
often criticizes its admin-
istrators for sticking to the 
sidelines during political 
debate. For once, that isn’t 
the case. 

Granted, Wrighton nota-
bly failed to mention that 
this executive order essen-
tially targets Muslims. He 
also lacked the fiery rheto-
ric that most have found 
comforting in these divisive 
times. These are both valid 
complaints. However, it is 

a good start. Thank you, 
Chancellor Wrighton, for 
taking a stand. Now it’s 
time to do more.

When Wrighton 
appeared on CNN, he 
spoke on behalf  of  48 
colleges and universities 
who penned a joint letter 
to President Trump. The 
collection of  institutions 
signed the bottom of  this 
letter is, frankly, stagger-
ing. They include Duke 
University; Georgetown 
University; Princeton 
University; Harvard 
University; Williams 
College; University of  
California, Berkeley; 
Johns Hopkins University; 
Pomona College; Yale 
University; Brown 
University; University 
of  Pennsylvania and 
Dartmouth College. The 
list is exhaustive, passing 

between public and private 
schools, encompassing the 
very best in higher educa-
tion. Presenting as a united 
front, it’s possible that 
this coalition could wield 
considerable political and 
social might both at the 
federal and local level.

At this stage in Trump’s 
presidency, a coalition 
like this needs to continue 
to make itself  visible on 
the national stage. One 
appearance on CNN is not 
enough to get its message 
out to the majority of  the 
country, and official state-
ments and letters will not 
suffice for inspiring real 
political action. Wrighton 
is one of  48 figureheads, 
and at that one who is less 
comfortable in the public 
eye than someone like 
University of  Pennsylvania 
president Amy Gutmann. 

If  more heads appear on 
primetime television and 
emphasize their mes-
sage, they will wield more 
public power than they 
currently can as elite edu-
cational institutions. 

But speaking alone will 
not be enough: Wrighton’s 
message was, like his let-
ter, one that searched for 
broad-based appeal within 
the educational realm. 
In an effort to remain 
didactic, he depoliticized 
the issue of  immigra-
tion for universities. That 
kind of  commitment, 
while still positive, will 
make the coalition seem 
more like an ally than a 
driver of  political change. 
While it is hard to envi-
sion heads of  universities 
making strong statements 
on the president’s politi-
cal decisions, they will 

have to wield more of  
their national influence 
and show themselves to 
be more invested in the 
communities and nations 
affected by the “Muslim 
ban.” That will involve 
stronger rhetoric, more 
public appearances and 
certainly a good deal more 
risk for these institutions. 
Without their voice, the 
fight against Trump’s 
immigration policies 
may still very well win, 
especially given the recent 
federal block on his ban. 
However, their support 
could drastically shift pub-
lic momentum away from 
an isolationist immigration 
agenda and change the 
tone of  dialogue within 
our universities and higher 
education as a whole 
towards inclusion and 
acceptance.

University’s messages opposing ban good start, needs consistency
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While it has risen in 
the public’s awareness in 
recent years, mental illness 
is still an issue that many 
are afraid to acknowl-
edge in themselves and in 
others, especially when 
it comes to discussing its 
interactions with racial 
issues. This year’s Black 
Anthology production, 
“Black and Blue,” brought 
to light the intersection 
of  mental illness and 
blackness, paying special 
attention to how, despite 
attempts to silence experi-
ence, people can recognize 

the need for help in our-
selves and others. 

As stated in the show’s 
program, black students 
who attend mostly white 
colleges are more likely 
to suffer from depression 
and/or anxiety disorders, 
which can be exacer-
bated by issues of  racism 
and lack of  support on 
campus. The fact that 
mental illness is often 
racialized—or treated as 
something that only white 
people experience—can 
lead to greater stigmati-
zation, especially in the 
black community. “Black 
and Blue” thoroughly 
addressed these issues in 

a story following a black 
woman named AJ, a col-
lege senior and resident 
adviser suffering from 
undiagnosed depression. 

I’ll admit that I initially 
found the storyline of  this 
year’s production to be 
loose and disconnected—
I struggled to pinpoint a 
main cause for the main 
character’s depression. 
That very confusion, how-
ever, seemed to be exactly 
what the production was 
trying to portray—the idea 
that a mental illness like 
depression does not have 
a single cause or trigger 
was something “Black 
and Blue” portrayed very 

successfully.
Throughout most of  

Act I, it is difficult to 
pinpoint that AJ has seri-
ous depression at all. The 
production opens with 
her dreading the oncom-
ing semester, a sentiment 
echoed by several snaps 
from the crowd. As she 
describes later in the show, 
we see the “wave of  sad-
ness” “sneak up” on AJ 
just as she does—unex-
pected on the surface but 
understandable as we gain 
more background knowl-
edge. She starts skipping 
classes and staying in 
bed. Halfway through the 
act, the audience and the 

characters come to realize 
that they’ve barely seen 
her at all. 

The difficulty to identify 
her mental illness, both 
on her own part and on 
the audience’s, accurately 
portrays the issue of  
visibility that something 
like depression has in a 
person’s outward per-
formance and in public 
conversation. Her friend 
Gabe is the first to notice 
it, while her mother and 
others brush it off  as 
“tantrums” or laziness. 
Gradually, the audience 
and other characters 
notice her absence from 
the stage and other signs, 
such as the growing disar-
ray of  her dorm room. AJ 
herself  becomes scared 
of  her depression but 
remains more scared of  
seeking outside help. By 
the time she does, she has 
been hospitalized. 

The way the show 
presents that illness’s 
interaction with black-
ness is similarly subtle 
but powerful—at one 
point, AJ remarks that 
“it’s difficult to talk about 
brutality against black 
bodies” and experience 
the effects of  depres-
sion at the same time. In 
another scene, a character 
insists that slavery and the 
Amistad Rebellion should 
be ignored because they 
are no longer visible, an 
eerie echo of  the silencing 
black students may feel 
on predominantly white 
campuses when it comes 
to both issues of  race and 

mental health. 
By providing scenes 

from the point of  view of  
other characters—AJ’s 
friend Gabe and a black, 
queer student with gen-
eralized anxiety disorder 
named Tariq—the show 
also speaks to audience 
members who, even if  
they do not suffer from 
mental illness themselves, 
may be able to recognize 
signs in others. In one 
scene, Tariq speaks with 
his group therapy leader, 
Kevin, about how to help 
AJ, providing an oppor-
tunity to list a number of  
mental health resources 
on Wash. U.’s own cam-
pus and to highlight the 
possibility of  anonymous 
reporting. Gabe is shown 
defending AJ’s depression 
to a doubtful girlfriend 
and her friend, Q, who 
seek to trivialize it. The 
importance of  personal 
and professional support 
is highlighted several 
times over. 

Overall, “Black and 
Blue” manages to address 
an incredibly difficult 
and complicated topic 
in a show that possesses 
overwhelmingly hopeful 
undertones, echoed in the 
progression of  emotion-
ally choreographed dances 
throughout the two acts. It 
effectively and accurately 
portrays mental illness 
and encourages its visibil-
ity in the black community 
through its focus on the 
necessity of  support and 
the need for acceptance as 
a prerequisite. 

A mix between electronic and synth pop, “Old 
School” does not fall under the category of  an “old 
school” song. The song itself  proves a little more 
mainstream than the band’s older music, but that isn’t 
necessarily a bad thing. Urban Cone still proves capa-
ble of  maintaining its groovy signature sound while 
combining it with the contemporary electronic dance 
music sounds of  today. Incorporating a unique spoken 
word component to the piece, like that which can be 
found throughout Bastille’s  album “Wild World,” “Old 
School” implements a noticeable break in-between the 
electronic beats, ensuring that the song’s lyricism and 
pop quality do not go unnoticed. The lyrics themselves, 
though nothing entirely moving, fit the lightness of  the 
song as they encourage the pursuit of  an old-school 
romance. Overall, this song seems eclectic when 
considering the different aesthetics in which it can fit. 
Whether you’re going out or walking to the library, it 
will surely add a skip to your step.

‘Black and Blue’ tackles intersection of mental illness and race

Every week, the music 
industry adds to the 
glory of  our Fridays by 
filling the cornucopia 
of  contemporary music 

with genre-diverse good-
ies. From hip-hop to 
rock, from rap to folk, 
new music flows into the 
market on this weekly 
global release day, leav-
ing listeners with a lot 
of  music listening to fit 

into their busy schedules. 
Sometimes, the weeks get 
caught up with life, and 
suddenly a week’s worth of  
new releases become tunes 
of  the past before they’ve 
even hit your ears. Here’s 
where this new column 

comes in! Though I may 
not be a music expert, I 
have listened to quite of  bit 
of  it in my 21 years. With 
this built-up experience, I 
hope to introduce you to 
what I think just might be 
the best new music, from 

genres I hold dear to my 
heart and others you might 
hold to yours. Let’s embark 
on a journey toward a 
campus full of  music lis-
teners who knew that top 
hit “before it was big.”

This list certainly does 

not do justice to the musi-
cal greatness of  today, but 
it’s a start. Every other 
week, I’ll try my best to 
search high and low for 
the best songs of  today 
and to justify exactly why I 
selected them. 

Though I’m not usually a fan of  remixes, this might 
just be one to check out. “Good Morning” came out on 
the Grouplove album “Big Mess” back in 2016, but this 
revamped version of  their originally moderate tempo 
song will have your feet tapping and your mind racing 
a little faster. The best part of  the song comes at the 
prechorus, right before the introduction to the main 
chorus. A little tongue twister reading, “From the black 
to the blue, To black, black, you like that? Call on the 
cat cause the cat dragged,” as well as the tonal shift at 
the prechoruses’ end, keeps listeners’ ears attuned and 
interested in where the song will lead them next. 

“No Favors” packs the punch, quite literally. As far 
as satisfying the qualifications of  a good rap song, 
“No Favors” has a simplistic beat that comes to life 
by way of  impactful lyrics. Emphasizing the idea of  
pushing yourself  to be your personal best even when it 
seems like all odds are against you, Big Sean fills his 
piece with allusions to the current social and political 
climates of  today. And to add to this motivation high, 
Eminem solos for a good two minutes of  the song 
where he goes full savage, as he does in most of  his 
music. Including comments on Flint, Mich., the Black 
Lives Matter movement and Donald Trump’s presi-
dency, Sean’s new masterpiece may not seem like a big 
deal, but it undeniably captures the chaotic atmosphere 
of  our world, both in its lyrics and its sound. Currently, 
it is the most popular song off  his new album, “I 
Decided.,” which was released in full last Friday.

Have any comments about the song choices? Email 
greer.russell@studlife.com or follow @StudLifeWU 

on Spotify.

“No Favors” by Big Sean

“Good Morning—Madison 
Mars” Remix by Grouplove  

and Madison Mars

“Old School” by Urban Cone

Synth runs deep in this week’s top 3 picks
THE AUDIO PHILES

GREER RUSSELL
MUSIC EDITOR

SARAH HANDS
SENIOR EDITOR

JIYOON KANG | STUDENT LIFE

Liam Gibbs (left), Tiffany Powell and Terell Long sit at a table in the skit portion of this year’s Black Anthology: Black and Blue 
production. The skit addressed themes of mental illness, sexuality and blackness through the life of college senior AJ, played by Powell.
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