
Nationwide protests against 
President Donald Trump’s 
executive order on immigra-
tion—which has been called a 
“Muslim ban”—and other immi-
gration policies spread to the 
Clayton, Mo. offices of  Senator 
Roy Blunt this past Wednesday.

The protests were organized 
by the St. Louis chapter of  
Indivisible, a nonprofit advo-
cacy organization founded in 
response to the 2016 presidential 
election. While this rally focused 
on immigration and refugee pol-
icy, past Indivisible protests have 
criticized other new policies in 
the name of  “resisting the Trump 
agenda.” 

Hundreds of  protesters packed 
the intersection of  Hanley Road 
and Bonhomme Avenue, stretch-
ing in multiple-block lines, 
before a group of  10 protesters 
selected by Indivisible St. Louis 
voiced their concerns indoors, 
with Blunt’s staff. 

Annie Danis, one of  the lead 
Indivisible organizers, addressed 
the crowd through a megaphone 
and was hardly audible amongst 
the crowd’s chants. She noted the 
urgency of  the protests.

“When we created this event 
last Thursday, we thought we 

would be here with a few dozen 
people taking a stand against 
issues that were still in the dis-
cussion stage. Now, hundreds 
of  us are here, standing up for 
immigrants and refugees in 
the face of  a despicable execu-
tive order signed late Friday 
night—Trump’s much-discussed 

“Muslim ban” has become a 
tragic reality,” Danis said to the 
crowd.

Danis also outlined the ral-
ly’s intent of  gathering Blunt’s 
constituents to voice their oppo-
sition to the new administration’s 
immigration policies. 

“Senator Blunt was silent on 

the ban for days. Yesterday, he 
broke his silence to voice his sup-
port for it. Without going into 
the many reasons he is wrong, 
we need to let Senator Blunt 
know that we see him. And we 
won’t forget this. He can make 

Former Associate Vice Chancellor 
for Students and Dean of Students 
Justin Carroll was indicted earlier this 
week on federal child pornography 
charges committed under the alias of  
“MOperv.” Carroll, who announced 
his resignation in early January after 
36 years of service at Washington 
University, had been barred from 
campus, campus networks and inter-
acting with students or staff since 
Dec. 20—the day the University 
learned of the federal investiga-
tion. His resignation went into effect 
yesterday.

Prior to the indictment proceed-
ings, Carroll formally resigned for 
“personal reasons,” and those who 
knew him were celebrating his leg-
acy of enhancing the Washington 
University student experience. Now, 
both students and administrators are 
left with mixed emotions regarding 

their longtime colleague and mentor.
Karen Coburn, a former vice 

chancellor for students who is tem-
porarily assuming Carroll’s role as 
associate vice chancellor, previously 
praised Carroll’s contributions to 
the University—both the concrete 
changes and enthusiastic energy he 

brought to his administrative role.
“I think Justin’s legacy lives on 

in the programs he created, in the 
physical structures that he was at 
the hearts of creating, including the 
DUC, but also in the experiences that 
generations of students had because 
of these institutions that Justin sup-
ported,” Coburn told Student Life in 

a previous interview on Jan. 22.
Now, in response to the news of  

the indictment, Coburn has expressed 
shock and devastation and is trying to 
fit this new information into her per-
ception of her former colleague.

“It’s very hard to make it feel 
congruent—that this is a person we 

respected and admired,” Coburn said. 
“I’m just so incredulous and sad.”

WHAT HAPPENED

Carroll first came to the University 
in 1981 as the Office of Student 
Activities director, ultimately ris-
ing through the ranks and taking a 

leadership role in the University’s 
Office of Housing and Residential 
Life. In that role, Carroll helped over-
see the construction and opening of  
20 new residence facilities. Before his 
resignation, Carroll was serving in 
three roles at the University: associate 
vice chancellor for students, dean of  
students and interim athletics direc-
tor, a role he assumed last spring 
following the exit of former Athletic 
Director Josh Whitman.

Following Monday morn-
ing’s indictment hearing, Carroll’s 
arraignment has been scheduled for 
Wednesday, Feb. 8, at which time 
he will be informed of the charges 
against him and will be expected 
to enter a plea of guilty, not guilty, 
no contest or a plea of bar. Carroll’s 
indictment represents a formal accu-
sation that sufficient evidence exists 
against the former dean to charge him 
with a crime. 
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WATCH THE 
THRONE 
Professor Jeffrey 
McCune teaches on 
Kanye, culture 
(Scene, pg 9)

DON’T HIDE AWAY 
Cadenza reacts to 
WUStock’s spring 
headliner choice, 
pop star Daya 
(Cadenza, pg 7)

SUPER BOWL PREDICTIONS            (Sports, pg 4)

Former Dean of Students indicted
36-year WU employee Justin Carroll, known online as ‘MOperv,’ 
indicted on counts of child pornography after sudden retirement
WESLEY JENKINS
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

SEE CARROLL, PAGE 10

Anti-immigration protests spread to Blunt’s office

Chancellor Mark Wrighton 
adopted a formal statement of  
principles Wednesday to reaffirm 
statements released regarding 
the Deferred Action for Child 
Arrivals program and the execu-
tive order signed by President 
Donald Trump that restricted 
immigration from certain coun-
tries into the United States.

The statement of  principles 
provides further guidelines for 
students who may be concerned 
about their immigration status 
and reiterates that safety of  all 
students is a goal of  Washington 
University.

The chancellor’s statement 
expands on sentiments expressed 
in his two prior ones, Vice 
Chancellor for Public Affairs Jill 
Friedman said.

“There have been certain 
sentiments and even specific 
declarations in both of  the chan-
cellor’s recent communications 
related to immigration, the state-
ment back in December regarding 
DACA and then this most recent 
statement about the executive 
order,” Friedman said. “He real-
ized that what he wants to do and 
what we need to do are not only 
continue to re-articulate them but 
also formulate them.”

In the statement, Wrighton 
notes that the Washington 
University Police Department 
(WUPD) does not inquire about 
immigration status or seek to 
enforce federal immigration 
laws on a daily basis. He adds 
that WUPD will not detain 
people because of  immigration 
status but that officers will com-
ply with subpoenas or other legal 
requirements. 

He goes on to state that the 
University will allow students 
privacy as guaranteed by federal 
law and will not release informa-
tion regarding immigration or 
citizenship status unless required 
by court order. 

Wrighton also notes that the 
Office of  International Students 
and Scholars is available to 
provide information and assis-
tance—including information 
about legal resources—to stu-
dents and scholars who need it.

Additional reporting by Noa 
Yadidi

Chancellor  
releases 
statement  
of principles
ELLA CHOCHREK
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

WU students make efforts to contact representatives in response to Trump

Some Washington University 
students, like seniors Yaala Muller 
and Sarah Nesbitt, are not taking the 
actions of Donald Trump’s presi-
dency sitting down. 

The pair organized a student call-
in this past week, encouraging fellow 
students to contact their representa-
tives on key issues. In the first half  
hour alone of unofficially tabling in 
the Danforth University Center on 
Monday, five people had made 30 
calls, Nesbitt said, and there have 
been too many to keep track of since.

Muller and Nesbitt put together a 
guide, that included scripts, for call-
ing senators and representatives on 

the issues of Betsy DeVos’ nomina-
tion for secretary of education, Jeff  
Sessions’ nomination for attorney 
general, the border wall, Trump’s 
recent executive order on immi-
gration and refugee support, the 
Affordable Care Act, the Dakota 
Access Pipeline and taxpayer fund-
ing for abortion. 

“Following everything that 
President Trump has been doing 
and getting angry about it, I was 
thinking about how important pro-
tests are—and how important it is to 
show up by the numbers and express 
that—but also about other ways we 
can express our concerns and push 
our elected officials to act according 
to the interests of their constituents, 
and one of those ways in our great 

American democracy is to call our 
elected officials,” Muller said. “We 
have a ton of students at this school, 
and we should mobilize them to call 
our representatives.”

Muller, a resident adviser at 
Washington University, noted that 
some of her residents have discussed 
feeling uncomfortable with other 
forms of political action.

“People are saying ‘I don’t feel 
comfortable protesting,’ and I under-
stand. So, if you’re not protesting, 
what else can you do? In our democ-
racy, [calling] is the most basic thing 
you can do,” Muller said.

Nesbitt said that she and Muller 
put this project together on Sunday 
night in order to show legislators that 
the student protestors in the streets 

are the same ones going to the polls.
“Hopefully, there’s a better chance 

people will listen. And also, we will 
get to engage more people who don’t 
feel that it’s their place to engage in 
specific ways, but we need to have 
their voices,” Nesbitt said. “This is 
about all of us. We need strength in 
numbers; that’s the only thing we 
have right now...We find solace in 
solidarity, and we’re bringing that to 
other people.”

2016 Washington University 
graduate Kate Needham, currently 
working with the Humanities Digital 
Workshop at Washington University, 
called her Kansas City, Mo. and 
Missouri representatives Senator 
Roy Blunt, Senator Claire McCaskill 
and Representative Emanuel Cleaver 

about the immigration executive 
order.

“I’m really opposed to the 
President’s immigration ban; I 
think it scapegoats Muslim refugees, 
unfairly blocks legal residents from 
re-entry and makes us less safe from 
terrorism rather than more safe,” 
Needham said. “I’ve never called 
a representative before, but I think 
this is a really serious situation and 
so bizarrely executed by the admin-
istration that there could be room 
to convince conservative senators to 
oppose it, as [Lindsey] Graham and 
[John] McCain did.”

Sydney Curtis, a sophomore from 
North Carolina, has been calling her 
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People rally outside of Republican Senator Roy Blunt’s office Feb. 1 at the corner of Hanley and Bonhomme. The “Stand 
for Refugees and Immigrants” event was arranged to protest President Donald Trump’s executive order on immigration.
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It’s devastating and shocking.  
I can’t put any other spin on it.
— Jill Friedman, Vice Chancellor for Public Affairs

“
”
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Albright, Hadley to discuss 
Middle East policy next week

Former Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and 
former National Security 
Advisor Stephen Hadley will 
discuss policy solutions in the 
Middle Eastern region Feb. 
8 in the Women’s Building 
Formal Lounge. 

The talk, called “A New 
Approach to the Middle 
East,” is sponsored by the 
Pulitzer Center on Crisis 
and Reporting, the Atlantic 
Council and Washington 
University’s Office of  
the Vice Chancellor for 
International Affairs. Jon 
Sawyer, executive director 
of the Pulitzer Center and 
former Washington, D.C. 
bureau chief at the St. Louis 

Post-Dispatch, will moderate 
the discussion. 

Albright served under for-
mer President Bill Clinton’s 
administration as ambas-
sador to the United Nations 
and was the first female 
secretary of state. Hadley 
was national security advi-
sor under President George 
W. Bush. Now, Albright and 
Hadley are co-chairs of the 
Atlantic Council’s Middle 
East Strategy Task Force. The 
two-year initiative, housed 
within the Rafik Hariri 
Center, is aimed at forging 
new policy solutions that har-
ness the resources and human 
capital of the Middle East as 
a solution to state failure, civil 
wars and extremist violence. 

According to Vice 
Chancellor for International 

Relations James Wertsch, the 
Pulitzer Center has enjoyed a 
partnership with Washington 
University since its establish-
ment in 2006. 

“This is part of a long-
standing relationship we have 
with the Pulitzer Center on 
Crisis Reporting,” Wertsch 
said. “The first place they’re 
coming to is Washington 
University. We would like to 
do more with them, and they 
would like to do more with 
us.” 

In addition to partnering 
with the International and 
Area Studies (IAS) program 
at Washington University, the 
Pulitzer Center offers intern-
ships and fellowships that 
are available to undergradu-
ates. Most recently, Jae Lee, 
a 2016 graduate, McDonnell 
Academy scholar and first-
year medical student at the 
School of Medicine, served 
as a journalism fellow. 

Both Albright and Hadley 
will begin with opening 
remarks, followed by a 
moderated discussion and a 
question-and-answer session 
to close the event. 

CHALAUN LOMAX
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

A Doctors Without 
Borders chapter at 
Washington University, 
started by senior Amrita 
Ramesh, will be among the 
first five chapters to begin 
on university campuses 
across the United States.

Ramesh first started 
playing with the idea 
of  starting a chapter at 
Washington University 
back in the summer of  
2016. Since then, she has 
been working with Student 
Union to get the program 
up and running here as well 
as gathering tips from her 
sister, who helped to start 
a chapter at the University 
of  Pennsylvania after 
interning with the national 
organization.

Since the initiative is still 
relatively new, Ramesh said 
she has an opportunity to 
help figure out how future 
campuses’ chapters will 
work.

“I think it’s super cool, 
especially since the ini-
tiative is only six months 
old. We’re still in the 
process of  helping them 
decide the future of  how 
the University initiative 
is going to play out,” she 
said.

Ramesh, who will be the 
president of  Washington 
University’s Doctors 
Without Borders chapter, 
is currently in the process 
of  drafting the chapter’s 
constitution, reaching out 
to other club leaders and 
publicizing the initiative 
on social media to get as 
many students involved as 
interested. Ramesh’s most 
recent social media post, 
made to a Washington 
University community 

Facebook page, generated 
120 applicant responses.

“We’ve seen some 
healthcare manage-
ment applicants, a lot of  
Global Health and the 
Environment majors, a lot 
of  pre-meds,” Ramesh said. 
“We are trying to have a 
diverse group of  people 
because we want all fac-
ets of  the University to be 
interested in this cause.”

The Doctors Without 
Borders chapter at 
Washington University 
will seek to achieve two 
main goals: to advocate 
for various efforts that 
are being carried out by 
Doctors Without Borders 
overseas and to host fun-
draising events in an 
effort to raise money for 
Doctors Without Borders 
in general.

Ramesh noted that she 
also hopes to bring in 
speakers to further educate 
students on what Doctors 
Without Borders specifi-
cally does.

“A lot of  people kind of  
have a general idea of  what 
Doctors Without Borders 
does, but they don’t know 
the specific crisis that 
they’re providing medical 
aid to,” Ramesh said. “My 
hopes are that we will be 
having a speaker series of  
fieldworkers [who] have 
gone out into the field and 
had real life experiences 
working for them, and 
basically sharing their expe-
riences and their takeaways 
from their experiences.”

Since the chapter is just 
beginning on campus, 
Ramesh has not yet had the 
opportunity to collaborate 
with other campus organi-
zations, which she hopes to 
do in the future.  

“By next fall, I’ll be 

reaching out to the other 
global health clubs on cam-
pus to kind of  incorporate 
us into the greater global 
health community here at 
Wash. U.,” Ramesh said. “I 
think we could all mutually 
benefit from hosting events 
together.”

Ramesh suspects that 
the high volume of  inter-
est may be due in part to 
the brand name of  Doctors 
Without Borders and its 
distinguished reputation. 

One applicant said 
that he was excited about 
the possibility of  being a 
founding member of  the 
organization. 

“The idea of  being one 
of  the original members of  
Wash. U.’s chapter really 
interested me. Doctors 
Without Borders is an 
amazing organization that 
I could imagine myself  
working for someday as 
well,” Joel Anderson, 
a freshman majoring in 
Global Health and the 
Environment, said.

Another applicant was 
interested because it is 
a new outlet for spread-
ing awareness and getting 
involved with service-ori-
ented events.

“I’ve always been pas-
sionate about equal human 
rights and social justice, 
and I strongly believe that 
access to healthcare is a 
fundamental and undeni-
able right that all humans 
should have, regardless of  
someone’s socioeconomic 
status, country of  residence 
and their country’s political 
conflicts,” Courtney Chan, 
a freshman majoring in 
Cognitive Neuroscience/
Biology and Global Health, 
said. “I hope this club has 
a lot of  interactive, service-
oriented events planned.”
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THURS 2
MOSTLY CLOUDY
36/25

SAT 4
CLOUDY
42/35

FRI 3
MOSTLY SUNNY 
36/22

THURSDAY 2

Assembly Series Lecture: “The Art and Science of Self-Control: How to Act in 
Your Long-Term Best Interests”

Hillman Hall, Clark-Fox Forum, noon
“Predictably Irrational” author and popular TED presenter Dan Ariely attempts to 
expose our blind spots and demonstrate how often “common wisdom” fails us, so that 
we can live more sensible–if  not rational–lives.

Spring 2017 Jazz at Holmes – Duo Series
 Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge, 8 p.m.
Trumpeter Randy Holmes and pianist Carolbeth True perform as part of Jazz at Holmes.

FRIDAY 3

DUC ‘N Donuts
Danforth University Center, North Entrance,  9 a.m.
The first Friday of every month during the academic year, stop by the north entrance of  
the Danforth University Center from 9-11 a.m. (or until donuts are gone) for free donuts 
and coffee and a chance to learn about the month’s events in the DUC.

Score with Spoon
Danforth University Center, Tisch Commons, 11 a.m.
Spoon University will be passing out free chocolate footballs this Friday in celebration of  
the Super Bowl. Take one from your favorite team’s side of the table.

Black Anthology presents “Black & Blue”
Mallinckrodt Center, Edison Theatre, 7 p.m.
Performances Feb. 3 and Feb. 4 at 7 p.m. Tickets can be purchased at the Edison Theatre 
Box Office.

SATURDAY 4

2017 MLA Lecture Series on Creativity – Feb. 4: “Creativity and the Resting Brain”
Hillman Hall, Room 70, 11 a.m.
Each Saturday in February Washington University scientists, designers and entrepreneurs 
will discuss the creative spark. 

Superbowl Pregame @Ursa’s
Ursa’s Stageside, 9 p.m.
Get ready and join in the festivities happening this weekend at Ursa’s. Activities will 
include the quarterback challenge, donning some Patriots and Falcons accessories and 
Madden NFL on the big screen.

SUNDAY 5

HLC Super Bowl Party
Hillel, 5:30 p.m.
There will be lots of food, comfortable couches, and plenty of space for you to watch the 
game/commercials/halftime show.

SAT 5
CLOUDY
50/32

Doctors Without Borders 
begins new chapter at WU 
DANIELLE DRAKE-FLAM
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

CALL-IN from page 1 
Republican senators Thom 
Tillis and Richard Burr to 
ask that they vote against the 
DeVos nomination.

“I definitely care a lot, spe-
cifically about the Department 
of Education, because I love 
public schools, and knowing 
that my senators are going to 
vote along party lines against 
the best interest of their con-
stituents makes me very angry. 
And I have heard calling them 
is the [thing] that annoys them 
most so I thought I would go 
for that,” Curtis said.

Jackson Hammond, a 2016 

graduate who now works for 
an Indiana senator as a legis-
lative correspondent, has been 
answering calls and writing 
return letters. He described the 
past several weeks as “hectic”.

“For DeVos alone, we’re 
at over 15,000 phone calls 
and emails on the subject. 
The phones literally do not 
stop ringing in our office,” 
Hammond said. “Our staff  
assistants, who among other 
things primarily answer the 
phones, really don’t put the 
phones down for nine hours 
straight.” 

Senior Eliana Goldstein, 
a resident of Boulder, Colo., 
called Senators Michael 
Bennet and Cory Gardner to 
ask them to oppose Trump’s 
immigration ban.

“Communicating with 
senators and representatives 
is what makes our democ-
racy work, at least in theory. 
I especially wanted to leave 
messages for Gardner to 
remind him that he represents 
a constituency of more than 
just Republicans, and that he 
has a responsibility to at least 
listen to what all Coloradans 

have to say—not just the ones 
who share his personal ideo-
logical views,” Goldstein said.

She added that it felt impor-
tant to her to feel politically 
engaged, even if she wasn’t 
sure that it would have a real 
effect. 

“I don’t think I’m alone in 
feeling helpless and unheard 
right now, and making those 
calls feels like a positive 
action, even if they don’t 
change Gardner’s vote. Yelling 
into the void is better than not 
yelling at all, you know?” 
Goldstein said.

things right by standing 
up for freedom, decency 
and democracy, and that’s 
what we are here to ask 
him to do,” she added. 

The protest gathered a 
diverse crowd of  protest-
ers, many of  whom held 
signs depicting a popular 
image of  a woman wear-
ing an American flag as a 
hijab. The protesters were 
verbally active as well, 
starting chants such as, 
“No hate, no fear, refu-
gees are welcome here” 
and “No hate, no wall, 
America is here for all.”

St. Peters, Mo. resident 
Martha Thompson, a 
repeat protester, explained 
that Blunt’s office has been 
the site of  many rallies 
opposing the senator’s sup-
port of  Trump’s agenda. 

“This is an immigrants’ 
march, and that is the 
reason I’m here, but this 
is not the first or second 
or third time I’ve been 
at Roy Blunt’s office. 
There are protests almost 
daily,” Thompson said. 
“They started before the 
inauguration, though I 
didn’t come before the 
inauguration, [and they 

were] mostly related to 
the Affordable Care Act. 
Lately, they’ve been more 
about Cabinet picks.”

Cassie O’Neil, a 
Master’s student in Social 
Work at Saint Louis 
University studying immi-
grants and refugees, hopes 
St. Louis college students 
will continue to organize. 

“I just hope people stay 
engaged and don’t lose the 
momentum. Come out—
you can protest, you can 
write your senators, you 
can write your congress-
men. Activate yourself  
locally—don’t forget about 
the mayoral race, if  you 
live in the city, or [about 
the] congressional races. 
Just stay engaged; don’t 
lose the momentum,” 
O’Neil said. 

University of  
Missouri-St. Louis under-
graduate Heather Taylor, 
another college student 
in the crowd, called upon 
local students to put aside 
their apathy or discomfort 
and harness the energy of  
the political moment.

“I’m just here in support 
of  the cause. I love refu-
gees, and I love Muslims. 

I have a former roommate 
who’s a Somali Muslim, 
so this is important to me. 
I have social anxiety, so if  
I can do it, you can do it, 
all of  you who aren’t so 
thrilled,” Taylor said. 

In an interview after 
her speech, Danis herself  
outlined her own experi-
ence with political apathy 
to stress the importance of  
staying politically active. 

“I was involved with 
the [Barack] Obama cam-
paign in 2008. Then, I 
got kind of  disenchanted, 
and in the last cycle, I 
didn’t do much. Then, 
this happened, and I felt 
viscerally sick. On TV, I 
saw Ezra Levin talk about 
the Indivisible Guide, a 
manual on how to [orga-
nize], so I’m following the 
guide,” Danis said. 

Danis also called upon 
college students upset with 
the new administration’s 
policies to contribute to 
the ongoing protests and to 
remain politically engaged.

“Come join us, come 
join us! Make a noise; call 
these people. Write a let-
ter. We are going to be here 
every week,” Danis said. 

PROTEST from page 1
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CADENZA
Washington University’s 

oldest coed a capella group, 
Mosaic Whispers, kicked 
off  the new semester with a 
new extended play, released 
on Jan. 24. Called “ICCA 
2016: The Extended Cuts,” 
the release features the 
full versions of  the four 
songs they performed at 
last year’s International 
Championship of  
Collegiate A Cappella 
(ICCA) Finals in New 
York: “Tremors,” 
“Smooth,” “Elastic Heart” 
and “Uptown Funk.” 

The set represents an 
eclectic mix for the group, 
which was to “show off  
our strengths in every genre 
that we do. ‘Smooth’ is a 
throwback hit with Latin 
influence, ‘Elastic Heart’ is 
contemporary, ‘Tremors’ 
is electronic and ‘Uptown 
Funk’ is part of  the pop 
standard,” senior Hannah 
Lacava, Mosaic Whispers’ 
music director, said. 

For the ICCAs, the group 
condensed each piece to 
create a 12-minute set, 

so the idea for an album 
emerged as a way for the 
Whispers to demonstrate 
the full arrangements of  
each song. This is the 
group’s 11th release since 
its founding in 1991, and 
the second release for 
some of  its members who 
worked on “Wavelength,” 
a full-length album released 
in the spring of  2015. 
Jeremy Sandler, a 2016 
Washington University 
graduate who was a mem-
ber of  the Whispers and 
did the album artwork for 
“Wavelength,” also did the 
art for the latest release. 

On the process of  
creating “ICCA 2016: 
The Extended Cuts,” 
senior Rohan Khazanchi, 
recording chair for the 
Whispers and President of  
the A Cappella Advisory 
Council (ACAC), said, 
“It’s interesting to see 
how Ben Lieberman, our 
producer, takes what we 
do and makes it better. We 
all sing each part individu-
ally in the studio, and he 
records them separately. 
So, his critiques aren’t 
really about what we work 

on in rehearsal but instead 
[are] about capturing the 
emotion and essence of  the 
song in our different parts.”

2016 was the first time 
that the Mosaic Whispers 
made it to the ICCA Finals, 
which features just 10 a 
cappella groups out of  
about 300 total, and both 
Khazanchi and Lacava 
remarked on the perfor-
mance as not only a peak 
for the group but for their 
own college experiences. 

“This is the first recorded 
work that I had the chance 
to direct with [senior] 
Katie [Greenberg], so it’s 
special because it’s truly 
our arrangements on the 
EP. It’s one of  the most sur-
real experiences—getting 
to hear your own arrange-
ments, working with Ben 
in the postproduction 
and watching each song 
become a polished piece,” 
Lacava said about the 
ICCA-set-turned-EP.

Mosaic Whispers are 
competing again this year 
in the ICCA Quarterfinals 
on Feb. 25 in Ohio. This 
year’s ICCA set fea-
tures a “Toxic”/”Fever” 

mash-up, “White Flag,” 
“Retrograde” and “Yeah.” 
The group of  songs takes 
on a throwback theme, 
which both Lacava and 
Khazanchi admit was 
mostly by accident. Similar 
to last year’s set, this set 
also represents a diverse 
group of  songs to show off  

the breadth of  the group’s 
ability, as well as strong 
original arrangements, 
which create a sound and 
a feel that is unmistakably 
the Whispers’. 

“Something else really 
special this year is the 
range of  soloists [who] 
you’re going to see in our 

set,” Khazanchi added. 
“They’re all very differ-
ent voices—and also very 
good representations of  
the skill level they have as 
individuals.”

“ICCA 2016: The 
Extended Cuts” is avail-
able for download both on 
iTunes and on Spotify.

Mosaic Whispers’ latest release brings the group’s 2016 ICCA finals set to life

The Mosaic Whispers perform at the International Championship of Collegiate A Cappella 
semifinals in April 2016, besting two groups from Missouri State University for top honors. The 
group has competed the past three years, but failed to move past the quarterfinals before 2016.

COURTESY OF ELVIN HU

ERICA SLOAN
THEATER/DANCE EDITOR

Screw escapism: The emotional resonance of film
KAT SCHULTZ
STAFF WRITER

A big talking point in film 
journalism lately is escap-
ism: According to many 
writers, audiences go to 
movies to escape their real 
life, and both box office and 
awards shows reflect this. 
The Guardian claimed that 
only two of  the top 20 box 
office hits of  2016—“Jason 
Bourne” and “Central 
Intelligence”—were set in 
“the real world.” 

The nonstandardized 
definition of  escapist 
films seems to offer three 
categories of  movies: films 
set in a world with fan-
tastical elements (“Rogue 
One” or “Civil War”), 
historical films (“Ben-
Hur”) and films set in 
reality that blindly ignore 
all modern problems (“La 
La Land”). Apparently 
even the Golden Globes 
and Academy Awards 
nominations reflect 
this questionable trend. 
According to film critic 
Milos Stehlik, “very few 
of  [the movies nomi-
nated], except perhaps 
for ‘Moonlight,’ offer any 
kind of  a sense of  con-
nectedness, of  trying to 
understand other people.” 

It seems alternative 
facts are bleeding into film 
discourse because there’s 
nothing in the film world 
as blatantly false as that 
sentence. The truth is that 
all the films nominated offer 
important truths about life, 
whether presented through 
real world circumstances or 
fantasized realities. 

Before I attempt to 
destroy the escapist argu-
ment, let’s talk about the 
way the concept is dis-
cussed. Often, escapism is 
painted in a negative light, 
as if  humans are somehow 
morally at fault for want-
ing to spend two hours 
thinking about something 
other than their actual life. 
The vibe I always get from 
reading these critiques is 
that either we should be 
spending those two hours 
eliminating global poverty 
or that we should be watch-
ing a movie that accurately 
portrays the horrors of  
modern life. Sure, both of  
those options have their 
place in life and their own 
importance, but two hours 
away from reality isn’t 
going to rot our brains. 
This sort of  condescension 
is bourgeois bulls---. 

People should be able to 
watch whatever they want, 
but I think escapism is 
completely false for another 
reason. There’s a misunder-
standing about the meaning 
of  film that’s implicit in the 
escapist argument. Yes, film 
exists to transport us out of  
our sad lives and into some-
one else’s slightly less sad 
life for a couple hours. But I 
firmly believe that by doing 
so, film allows and even 
encourages us to process 
our own reality. 

Hollywood doesn’t exist 
in a vacuum. Elements of  
reality bleed into movies, 
whether the filmmakers 
want them there or not, 
because humans write what 
we know. There’s no way to 
get around having real life 

situations in film, regardless 
of  the setting. 

My point is that escap-
ism isn’t really escapist. 
The power of  film is that it 
can reveal things about our 
reality that we may not have 
been able to see ourselves. 
This is especially the case in 
science fiction and fan-
tasy films, the genre most 
accused of  being escapist. In 
fact, this is the entire point 
of  the genre. Science fiction 
is truly about understand-
ing what makes us human 
through the exploration of  
the inhuman. For decades, 
the genre has held up a mir-
ror to who we are. 

Fantasy has a similar 
function. There’s almost 
nowhere in the genre you 
can go to escape Nazi 
analogies (consider the 
“Star Wars” empire, or 
Lord Voldemort or the 
literal Nazi group Hydra 
in “Captain America”). 
So is it really escapism 
when we’re seeing our own 
problems played out in a 
different world? How is 
“Rogue One” a pleasurable 
escape from reality when it’s 
a story of  revolt against a 
fascist regime and (spoilers) 
everyone you grow to love 
sacrifices themselves for 
the cause? It is pleasurable 
of  course, but not because 
it’s a comforting two-hour 
and 13-minute trip to 
paradise. Audiences don’t 
want comforting perfection; 
that’s why in all forms of  
storytelling we are told to 
create conflict to drive the 
story and entice audiences. 
We do eventually wrap 
up the conflict, often in a 

happy ending. But so what? 
Occasionally we do deserve 
nice things. 

I think film is about more 
than comfort. It’s about 
understanding our own real-
ity through understanding 
someone else’s. It’s about 
experiencing a sequence 
of  emotions and emerging 
with a different perspective 
or different emotion than 
when we came in.

Let’s get personal.
I go to movies to cry. I 

can cry at just about any 
movie. I love to cry. I prefer 
happy crying, but I think 
sad crying is an important 

cathartic release. I could cry 
alone in my bed in a silent 
room, but I worry that if  I 
delved into all the reasons 
I have to cry right now, I 
would begin to tear up and 
never stop. I’m afraid of  the 
spiral. Instead, I hit up a 
quality film that makes me 
feel all the things, and I cry 
sporadically over a two-hour 
period. The movie ends 
and I wipe my tears and 
carry on, feeling refreshed. 
Certain things will trigger 
the cry, like a grandmother 
who makes me miss my 
dead grandma, but by the 
end of  the cry, I’m not even 

sure what I’m crying about. 
The friends and family I’ve 
lost? The perseverance of  
neo-imperialism across the 
globe? The fears prevent-
ing me from pursuing my 
dreams? The inevitable 
march towards death? It 
doesn’t even matter. It’s 
a catharsis, in a relatively 
safe space and a contained 
time period. It prompts and 
allows me to feel what I 
need to feel and provides 
a reason to stop, either by 
wrapping up the plot in a 
satisfying end or just by 

SEE ESCAPE, PAGE 7
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Odell Beckham Jr. par-
tied aboard a Miami boat, 
then dropped the New York 
Giants right out of the play-
offs. Antonio Brown pointed 
the cameras at himself with 
a locker room Facebook Live 
video, while the Pittsburgh 
Steelers exited meekly. Julio 
Jones didn’t make a peep, 
then silenced any doubters 
with nine receptions for 180 
yards and two touchdowns on 
a bum toe in the NFC cham-
pionship game.

The three superstar wide 
receivers are often mentioned 
in the same breath. Debates 
rage over which is the best in 
football, with arguments over 
who has the best hands, speed 
or strength. Only one, though, 
is still standing as the final 
game of the 2016-17 NFL sea-
son approaches.

Jones is fueling an Atlanta 
Falcons offense that has bul-
lied its way to the Super Bowl, 
pounding opposing defenses to 
the tune of 39 points per game 
during its current six-game 
winning streak. Jones’ legal 
name is Quintorris, mean-
ing “Gladiator.” It’s a fitting 
description of a man who has 
no equal in the open field. 
Jones is bigger and stronger 
than most defensive backs, but 
he can also leap higher and 
outrun anyone. He’s produc-
ing at a level unseen in football 
history, delivering four straight 
seasons with at least 100 yards 
per game. No other wideout 
has had more than three...in 
their entire career.

Yet, it’s surprising to even 
see Jones on this stage. His 
professional career started with 
a draft-day blockbuster that 
sent away two first-round picks 
and three others for the right to 

draft the former University of  
Alabama receiver. That’s the 
type of deal teams make for a 
surefire franchise quarterback 
but rarely for a receiver.

That’s because wide receiv-
ers, no matter how good, just 
don’t carry teams to champi-
onships. If  you look back at 
the teams that have won the 
Super Bowl, it’s obvious that 
the common thread is a stud 
quarterback. Jones, on the 
other hand, would be the first 
wideout to average 100 yards 
per game and win the Super 
Bowl since Michael Irvin did 
it with the Dallas Cowboys 
21 years ago.

It helps that Atlanta’s quar-
terback, Matt Ryan, has taken 
his game to a whole new ech-
elon this season. The likely 
MVP has vaulted his way 
into the group of no-doubt 
elite quarterbacks, reaching 
career-bests in nearly every 
major category: yards (4,944), 
touchdowns (38), interceptions 
(seven), completion percentage 
(69.9) and yards per attempt 
(9.3). He’s been on fire since 
Week 14, averaging 310 yards 
over the six games with a 72.8 
completion percentage and 19 
sixes to zero picks.

Still, these birds fly under 
the radar. They’re tied for the 
seventh-most points scored 
in NFL history, yet most fans 
didn’t realize how good they 
were until the playoffs began. 
Part of that is because the 
Falcons didn’t win a ton of  
games—11, a great season, 
but hardly noteworthy. Atlanta 
also doesn’t have a brand like 
the 18-0 New England Patriots 
or Peyton Manning’s record-
setting Denver Broncos, but 
their offense, at least, is in the 
same class.

But that may be a kiss of  
death. Of the top 11 scoring 
teams in history prior to these 

Falcons, 10 failed to win the 
Super Bowl. What’s even more 
notable is how they departed. 
Those 10 squads averaged 
a collective 34.4 points per 
game in the regular season, a 
number that dropped down 
to 18.3 points in their playoff  
losses. The five that lost imme-
diately following a week off? 
Those teams averaged just 16 
points going out, with none 
scoring more than 21. The 
Patriots are the Falcons’ oppo-
nent this Sunday and are also 
well-aware of those stats; in 
the last decade, New England 
has contributed four of the 10 
highest-scoring nonchampion-
ship teams. This time, they’ll be 
looking to turn the tables and 
prevent these Falcons from tak-
ing the title of highest-scoring 
champs ever.

Plus, unlike the Falcons’ first 
two playoff opponents—the 
Seattle Seahawks (missing Earl 
Thomas) and the Green Bay 
Packers (depleted secondary)—
the Patriots possess a secondary 
(Malcolm Butler, Patrick 
Chung, Devin McCourty and 
Logan Ryan) capable of shut-
ting down Atlanta’s passing 
game. I expect them to contain 
Jones and force Ryan to beat 
them with his other weapons, 
which he has been able to thus 
far this postseason.

The trick to winning on 
Sunday is simple: Atlanta has 
to march down the field on 
its first possession and score a 
touchdown. Atlanta’s offense is 
a machine, unstoppable when 
it gains momentum, but it must 
get rolling early to control the 
rhythm of the game. Ryan and 
the Falcons must continue to 
methodically eat up six to 10 
yards per play, driving down 
the field while keeping Tom 
Brady off it. If they can do 
that, Atlanta just might pull off  
the unprecedented.

Tom Brady’s story is a cli-
che at this point. 

A successful but unher-
alded two-year starter at the 
University of  Michigan, 
Brady was selected in the 
sixth round (199th pick) of  
the 2000 NFL draft. After 
throwing three passes in his 
first season, an injury forced 
him into the starting role one 
game into his second year. 
Since then he’s been a two-
time MVP and a 12-time 
Pro Bowler. He’s reached the 
Super Bowl seven times and 
won four. Brady went from 
doughy draftee to Ugg icon. 
He married a supermodel, 
and even at 39, he’s a major 
factor in the Patriots’ con-
tinued dominance over the 
NFL.

I’m not here to dispute 
his legacy, mostly because 
I think that’s impossible. 
He towers from a statistical 
standpoint: the fourth-most 
passing yards, the fourth-
most touchdowns, the 
third-best quarterback rat-
ing. Couple that with the 
Patriots making half  of  the 
Super Bowls in the last 15 
years, and you have a legiti-
mate argument for Brady 
being the most “successful” 
quarterback of  all time. Troy 
Aikman seems to think so, 
but I’m not ready to hand 
over the crown just yet. It’s 
because of  the Belichick 
effect.

Bill Belichick is the 
scheming mastermind 
behind the Patriots machine. 
Belichick became New 
England’s head coach 
the same year Brady was 
drafted, and since then, the 
duo has given an absolute 
middle finger to NFL par-
ity. Brady throws passes and 
looks good; Belichick wears 
a hoody, doesn’t smile and 
somehow, someway is able 
to squeeze every last bit of  
talent out of  his. He makes 
cast-offs into Pro Bowlers, 
only to have them turn into 
pumpkins after signing big 

contracts elsewhere. No 
one is doubting Brady’s 
place in the “greatest ever” 
argument, but maybe it’s 
a good idea to talk about 
the possibility that Boston’s 
prodigal son is one of  those 
pumpkins. 

Let’s lay out a couple 
career stats. In 17 seasons, 
Tom Brady has a 97.2 quar-
terback rating (third all 
time), 63.8 completion per-
centage (8224 attempts), a 
1.8 interception percentage 
and 7.5 yards per attempt. 
These are all great numbers, 
befitting Brady’s stature.

Now, I’ll give you another 
set of  numbers: an 88.2 
rating, 62.9 completion per-
centage (555 attempts), a 
2.3 interception percentage 
and a 7.1 yards per attempt. 
Aside from the rating, those 
numbers are awfully similar. 
Can you guess who those 
numbers belong to?

Matt Cassel. He’s a well-
known replacement-level 
journeyman, but those num-
bers are from the 30 games 
he played as a Patriot. All 
four of  those stats shifted in 
a bad way after he left New 
England (76.8 rating, 57.9 
comp. Pct., 3.2 int. pct, 6.4 
Y/A). Maybe Belichick was 
able to make Cassel look 
like Brady because the mas-
termind can do that with 
any quarterback who walks 
into the practice facility.     

 The next two exhibits 
have small sample sizes, 
so take them with a grain 
of  salt. One area you have 
to give Brady credit for is 
his health and longevity. 
Since taking over full time 
in 2001, Brady has played 
in all but 19 of  the Patriots’ 
254 regular season games. 
That leaves little room for 
experimental comparisons, 
not to mention most of  
those missed games were 
started by Cassel in 2008, 
when Brady suffered a sea-
son-ending knee injury.   

Jimmy Garoppolo has 
attempted just 94 passes 
since being drafted by New 
England in 2014, but when 

he has seen the field, his 
numbers are even better 
than Brady (106.2 rating, 
67.0 comp. pct., 0 int. pct., 
7.3 Y/A).   

Even Jacoby Brissett, the 
Patriots’ third string quar-
terback, drafted this year 
without even a notion of get-
ting playing time, did alright 
in his limited action (83.9 
rating, 61.8 comp. pct. in 55 
attempts, 0 int. pct., 7.3 Y/A).   

Of course, using backup 
quarterback performances is 
a flimsy argument, but find-
ing any kind of  statistical 
metric at all to determine the 
Belichick effect is difficult.

Football is scheme-based 
by nature. So, the perfor-
mance of  a player is going to 
vary drastically depending on 
the coach and talent around 
him. For example, the best 
wide receiver in the world 
would look terrible on paper 
if  his team ran the ball 70 
times a game and his quarter-
back was Macaulay Culkin. 
So, unless you can make a 
player play across 32 teams 
with all other factors equal, 
there is no direct way to test 
whether the system makes 
the player or the other way 
around. 

Would Brady have been 
Brady if  he played for New 
York Jets? Given Belichick’s 
track record of  elevating the 
performances of  his play-
ers, probably not. Would he 
still be a good quarterback? 
Probably, yes. Would hav-
ing Brady wear green and 
white give Jets fans less to 
complain about? Also yes. 
Using the what-if  machine in 
football is unreliable. That’s 
in comparison to a sport like 
baseball, where skillsets are 
much more easily transfer-
able from team to team.

Still, looking at Cassel, 
Garoppolo and Brissett’s 
near Brady-like performances 
in their short time, it makes 
you at least consider the 
notion that Brady is a prod-
uct of  circumstance. 

This is by no means an 
attack on his legacy, merely a 
point to think about.   
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Two good 
quarterbacks, two 
good offenses, one 
Bill Belichick. The New 
England Patriots and 
Atlanta Falcons will 
head down to Houston 
for Super Bowl LI this 
Sunday.

Most people are 
eager to see a new 
guard at the top of 
the NFL, but find it 
difficult to bet against 
the best quarterback-
coach combo since 
Welsh-Montana. We’re 
no different. The 
Student Life sports 
reporters picked 4-1 
Patriots over Falcons 
with one rouge vote 
going for the Green 
Bay Packers. But hey, 
we’ve been wrong 
before. Tune in at 5:30 
p.m. to find out.  

TRUE PATRIOTS: SUPER BOWL SUNDAY PREDICTIONS
JON LEWIS, STAFF REPORTER

Would you rather be stranded in a remote jungle and have to Bear 
Grylls your way to safety, or cover Julio Jones for one drive? I’d take my 
chances in the Amazon. 

Jones is very good at football. On the field he’s like a gazelle—he has 
these long, smooth strides and then, suddenly, it’s 70-yards and a touch-
down. He owns three of the top 100 all-time best receiving seasons, and 
he’s only been in the league for six years. Of course, here’s where you say, 
“Yes Jon, but the Super Bowl is one game, and the New England Patriots 
are notoriously good at shutting down a team’s best player.” I will con-
cede that yes, this is a fair point. But limiting Jones hasn’t actually meant 
winning games against the Falcons this year. In the four games that Jones 
was limited to 50 yards or fewer, the Hawks are 4-0. Plus you can’t deny 
that this is Atlanta’s year: Migos have the number one song in the country 
and “Atlanta” won a Golden Globe. Why not add the city’s second-ever 
sports championship to the list?

Atlanta 28, New England 24 

LILY WU, STAFF REPORTER
I’m no analyst, but I will make an observation: If  a patriot fought a 

falcon to the death, the patriot would probably win. Plus, the Patriots 
are currently 2-0 against bird teams in their Super Bowl history. Easy.

Atlanta 25, New England 26 

ANNA SCHOENFELD, STAFF REPORTER
As a New York sports fan, I’m trained to hate the Patriots, and the 

Falcons are as well-equipped as any foe to dethrone New England. 
It’ll certainly be an exciting matchup, pitting the league’s most potent 
offense in Matt Ryan and the Falcons against the Pats’ Belichick-Matt 
Patricia stalwart defense. Ryan, playing in his first Super Bowl, hasn’t 
thrown an interception in two months, and his main man Julio Jones 
became the first NFL player to go two playoff  games with 150-plus 
receiving yards and at least two touchdowns—in only his fifth career 
postseason game. But like Jon said, Belichick has had two weeks 
to craft a plan to take down the Falcons, and Atlanta’s 27th-ranked 
defense won’t be enough to keep Brady and his balanced attack out of  
the end zone. I think the Patriots’ experience (and Ryan’s lack thereof) 
in these high-pressure situations is too valuable to ignore, and as much 
as it pains me to say it, we’ll see Brady smirking as his Deflategate foe 
Roger Goodell hands him the Vince Lombardi Trophy, once again.

New England 17, Atlanta 16

ROHAN GUPTA, SPORTS EDITOR
The 2016 Atlanta Falcons are tied for the seventh-most points 

scored in NFL history. Let’s take a look at the rest of  the top 12. Just 
one won the Super Bowl: the 1999 St. Louis Rams (R.I.P.). The New 
England Patriots know that fact all too well, considering they were 
four of  the ones who fell short. Each of  the high-powered offenses 
curiously went out with a whimper, averaging just 18.3 points in their 
playoff  exits after collectively averaging 34.4 points per game in the 
regular season. The half  that lost immediately after a playoff  bye fared 
even worse, averaging just 16 points, none scoring more than 21. All 
of  this is to say that rest, as much as the Patriots defense, will slow 
down the Birds. Still, history isn’t the only thing on New England’s 
side. The Patriots boast a sterling quartet in the secondary—Malcolm 
Butler, Patrick Chung, Devin McCourty and Logan Ryan—that will 
do just enough to bottle up Julio Jones and company. I’d bet against 
these Falcons becoming the highest-scoring team ever to win the 
Super Bowl.

New England 24, Atlanta 17

AARON BREZEL, SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR
We’re starting to beat a dead Falcon here, but let’s give it one more 

pass for good measure. Matt Ryan and Julio Jones are one of  the 
last quarterback-wide receiver duos providing life and excitement to 
the bloating rotting carcass of  the NFL. Patriots are experts at neu-
tralizing skill positions (see: Antonio Brown’s 77 yards in the AFC 
championship game). The smart money is never bets against Brady 
and Belichick, but the odds are closer than you think. Oddsshark.com 
only has the Patriots as three point favorites. The consensus, like Jon 
said, is that the Falcons just plain have too many weapons to account 
for on any single play. After all, they did have one of  the best offensive 
seasons of  any team—ever.

You can essentially treat the Belichick effect like a handicap. The 
Falcons’ offense won’t be the 34 point- per-game juggernaut they were 
in the regular season, but they also won’t be punchless like the Steelers 
were in the AFC Championship game. The question then becomes:  
how much can Tom Brady and his unit score against the piece of  
Swiss cheese formerly known as the Atlanta Falcons defense? The 
Falcons’ defense did a good job against the Packers two weeks ago, 
but the Patriots are much more consistent and even more prolific than 
Green Bay was in the regular season anyway. Bad matchup for the 
Falcons plus good matchup for the Patriots equals another boring 
Super Bowl title for New England.  

New England 34, Falcons 24

NOAH JODICE, SENIOR EDITOR
If  there’s anyone who can come up with a late, Hail Mary style 

comeback, it’s Aaron Rodgers of  the Green Bay Packers. Though they 
may have lost to Atlanta in an unfortunate turn of  events, expect the 
cheese heads to storm the field late in the second quarter. Rodgers 
and company practiced all week against coach Mike McCarthy and 
Commissioner Roger Goodell’s explicit orders. Lacking their long-
time head coach, they’ll be employing an Ouija board to summon 
the late-but-still-great spirit of  Vince Lombardi. Watch as the Packers 
dominate both the Falcons and Patriots while all three teams are on 
the field at the same time! Surely, it will be a spectacle for the ages. Oh, 
also Brett Favre will show up to promote his Wrangler jeans and throw 
10 interceptions.

Green Bay 56, Atlanta 0, New England -10

OUR SPORTS STAFF’S PROP BETS FOR SUPER BOWL LI
How many times will 
announcers mention 
Deflategate? 

Fewer than eight times or more than eight times

How many interceptions will 
the two quarterbacks throw? 
More than two or less than two

How high off the field will Lady 
Gaga’s halftime stage be? 
3 feet or the NRG Stadium’s height of  260’

How many times will Bill 
Belichick smile? 
0 or 0

If the Patriots win, how long 
until Rob Gronkowski is spotted 
in a Houston night club?
Less than 20 minutes or more than 20 minutes

Will Samuel L. Jackson, Future, 
Gucci Mane, T.I. or any member 
of Outkast appear on screen 
during the game?
Yes or no

How many times will NFL 
Commissioner Roger Goodell 
take a drink on camera? 
Fewer than two times or more than two times 

Will Tom Brady make eye 
contact with Goodell?
Yes, no or definitely yes

Will Julio Jones have at least 
100 receiving yards?
Yes or no

Will any player kneel during 
the national anthem?
Yes or no

Will the Fox announcers discuss 
Brady’s relationship with 
Donald Trump?
Yes or no

How many times will Fox show 
Malcolm Butler’s interception in 
Super Bowl XLIX?
Less than 10 times or more than 10 ti-alright 
already, we get it

Will Matt Ryan finally throw an 
interception?
Yes or no

Will there be a safety in the 
game?
Yes or no

The MVP will play what position?
Quarterback or literally any other position

Will there be a missed field 
goal?
Yes or no

How many times will Joe Buck 
mention Gronkowski?
Less than seven times or more than seven times

How many halftime commercials 
will have a dog in them?
Under five or over five 

How many surprise artists will 
appear during Lady Gaga’s 
halftime show? (Any member 
of Coldplay does not count.) 
Over 3 or under 3

How many commercials will 
feature that uncomfortable 
supermodel/Joe Schmoe 
trope? 
Over 38,000 or under 38,000. 

How many men at your 
viewing party will try to 
make you feel inferior for not 
particularly enjoying football 
before you transform into a 
she-beast and scorch the earth 
as you fly away? 

Over one or under one

HYOSUB SHIN | TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
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The WUStock artist for 
2017 was revealed to be 
Daya just as the Congress 
of  the South 40 Battle of  
the Bands was wrapping 
up Jan. 28. I found this 
out when a friend told me 
that it was going to be the 
Chainsmokers, to which I 
replied, “bulls---”. Daya, 
who is best known as the 
singer on the Chainsmokers’ 
hit, “Don’t Let Me Down,” 
has been making her own 
way in the music world since 
releasing her first, self-titled, 
extended play back in 2015.

Daya is an interesting 
choice for WUStock. She 
is more pop-focused than 
past WUStock musicians 
have been. Her style of  
music tends to vary from 
aggressively popular to 
more indie-focused pop. In 
October of  last year, she 
released her first full-length 
album, “Sit Still, Look 
Pretty,” which included 

three previously released 
singles. The album shows 
off  her range from softer 
songs like “Back to Me” to 
more energetic songs like 
“Thirsty” to more pop-cen-
tric songs like the album’s 
titular track, “Sit Still, Look 
Pretty,” and “Dare.” 

Daya has a powerful 
voice, and in some songs, it 
is obvious that she knows 
exactly how to use it. Her 
downfall is when she tries to 
fit into pop conventions—
this does not seem to fit her 
voice as well as some of  her 
other songs can. In the songs 
in which Daya embraces 
the powerful richness of  her 
voice, she sounds incredible.

Daya both breaks and fits 
into many pop conventions, 
song by song. In “Words,” 
she perfectly exploits the 
pop style of  music to create 
what can only be described 
as a jam. The song comple-
ments her voice and talent 
as a musician. In “Thirsty,” 
she creates an upbeat 
tongue-in-cheek song that’s 

as fun to listen to as its lyr-
ics sound. “Legendary” has 
a more indie-pop feel to it, 
with an upbeat rhythm and 
lyrics. 

The song “Love of  My 
Life” sounds like a pop 
song, but  itdoesn’t feel like 
one. The lyrics have a strong 
pop feel to them, and parts 
of  the song sound like a 
pop song, but the song as a 
whole does not. It is its own 
entity that takes influences 
from pop, but it isn’t exactly 
a pop song. The same goes 
for the song, “Back to Me.” 
The song is pop-adjacent; 
in many respects it is a pop 
song, but there are certain 
elements, like a strong piano 
presence, that don’t fit into 
pop conventions. For her 
song “U12,” Daya follows 
pop conventions to make 
a slower song, and ends 
up creating, in all honesty, 
a boring track. She is able 
to create slow songs well 
but only when she decides 
to break away from what 
makes a normal pop song.

Daya is much the same 
as her music. She can be 
described as a pop artist, but 
that description misses out 
on some nuance. Daya, as 
a musician, is influenced by 
so much more than just pop 
music, there are elements 
of  rock, rhythm and blues 

and even some reggae in her 
music, among others.

One of  the most impres-
sive things about Daya’s 
career, apart from her rise, 
is her age. At 18, she is the 
age of  many freshmen here 
at Washington University. 
Her age adds an interesting 

element, as one of  our peers 
is going to be performing.

All in all, I am excited 
for Daya to perform at 
WUStock. I think she will 
bring an energetic perfor-
mance to the South 40 and 
will display her own style of  
music for an amazing show. 
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ESCAPE from page 3 

‘Daya’ing from excitement for this year’s WUStock

Borns performs his hits, such as “Electric Love” and “Past Lives” for WUStock 2016. Daya will 
headline this year’s WUStock which will be held on April 1 on the Swamp on the South 40.

HOLLY RAVAZZOLO | STUDENT LIFE

JOSH ZUCKER
STAFF WRITER

simply ending and forcing 
me to show my puffy tear-
streaked face to everyone 
around me.

I also go to movies to 
be inspired. I’ve been 
trading off  between 
seeing “Moana” and 
“Rogue One” for a couple 
months now, as a way 
to mainline inspiration 
and hope straight to my 
soul. (They’re both still in 
theaters, for your informa-
tion.) Everyone’s inspired 
by different things, and 
right now, those are the two 

that are doing it for me. 
So more than just making 
me cry, these two films 
(and many others) offer a 
defibrillator jolt to my heart 
when I’m honestly not sure 
how to exist in this world. 

A lot of  movies send a 
similar message: It’s going 
to be OK, even when it’s 
really, really not OK. And 
while I hate being told that 
it’s going to be OK, seeing 
raw survival (of  characters 
or of  causes or ideas) on 
a giant screen is somehow 
comforting. Someone 

might argue that I’m being 
placated or consuming a 
comforting lie, but it’s not 
about feeling good. It’s 
about being OK with feel-
ing bad and being inspired 
to work to feel good again, 
whether by trying to 
change yourself  or your 
circumstances. (Whether 
this is Western ideologi-
cal propaganda is another 
article entirely.) Was the 
ending of  “Arrival” happy? 
Not really. But it still felt 
right, and it still left me 
mulling over my personal 

life, wondering if  I’d do 
things differently if  I knew 
how they’d end. How 
can the Guardian claim 
“Arrival” is an escapist 
film when it’s about global 
politics, family tragedy and 
the meaning of  life? This 
goes for nearly every other 
movie out there.

In case you think that 
I’m just one big emotional 
trash heap (I am), let me 
clarify that I don’t only 
go to movies to cry. I also 
go to enjoy action thrills, 
beautiful imagery, funny 

humans, rad music and all 
the other reasons everyone 
buys movie tickets. I also 
see a lot more movies than 
just “Moana” and “Rogue 
One,” if  you can believe 
it. But I do truly believe 
that cinema is more than 
just thrill and distraction. 
There’s a purpose, intended 
or not. 

I exit most of  the movies 
I see changed, even if  only 
slightly. I exit them having 
learned something about 
reality, having felt some-
thing worth feeling and 

having acquired a perspec-
tive that helps me live my 
own life. That’s a power 
that cannot and should not 
be brushed away by blind 
arguments about escap-
ism. Reality is ever-present 
(sometimes unfortunately), 
even in the unreal. Seeing 
it refracted through the 
lens of  cinema can actually 
inform rather than distract. 
And even if  it didn’t, we 
deserve a couple hours 
spent together in a dark 
room with a nice snack 
every now and then. 



I
n the next month, 
Forum will be profil-
ing the upcoming 
mayoral race in St. 

Louis, the first election for 
the position in 16 years 
to not feature an incum-
bent. The new mayor will 
encounter an unprece-
dented amount of  issues in 
our economically, racially 
and socially divided city, 
and we believe it is impor-
tant to cover this election in 
these politically turbulent 
times. Before the primary, 
we will examine how each 
of  the leading candidates 
plans to help repair and 
grow our city. In this first 
installment we will discuss 
the election itself  to give 
context on what should 
be expected in this lesser-
known election.

WHAT ELECTION 
ARE WE TALKING 
ABOUT? 

On March 7, St. Louis 
residents will vote in 
the election primaries to 

effectively determine who 
their next mayor will be. 
The mayor of  St. Louis 
has been a Democrat since 
1949, so the Democratic 
primary seems to be the 
more interesting one to 
focus in on. 

WHO ARE THE 
CANDIDATES TO 
LOOK OUT FOR?

The leading person for 
the job is Lyda Krewson, 
who currently holds 27 
percent of  the registered 
vote. She currently serves 
the Central West End as 
one of  its aldermen, and 
her first focus will be on 
reducing crime in the city 
by providing better funding 
for the police staff, holding 
criminals accountable and 
evaluating all of  the city’s 
current legal infrastructure 
within her first months in 
office.

Lewis Reed, another 
alderman, is sitting at 18 
percent and has served the 
city in multiple capacities 
over the past 20 years. In 
addition, he has a strong 
history of  generating 

economic growth for St. 
Louis and has received 
national acclaim as an 
emerging political leader. 
He represents the strongest 
challenge to Krewson and, 
as an African-American 
male, has the potential 
to galvanize the city’s 
minority population in the 
upcoming primary. 

Another alderman, 
Antonio French, is a dark 
horse candidate, polling 
with 13 percent of  the 
vote, who has focused on 
improving the quality of  
life in North St. Louis 
through incentives aimed at 
protecting young children 
and their futures. 

The other candidates, 
listed in order of  their poll-
ing numbers are as follows: 
City Treasurer Tishaura 
Jones (9 percent), who 
believes economic growth 
will be the key to solving 
the city’s crime problem 
and wants to implement 
legislation to improve 
racial equality within the 
city; Alderman Jeffery 
Boyd (less than 5 percent), 
who is focused on improv-
ing the public education 

system and better policing 
of  local neighborhoods; 
attorney Bill Haas ( less 
than 5 percent), who priori-
tizes education over current 
proposed infrastructure 
improvement projects; and 
former Alderman Jimmie 
Matthews (less than 5 
percent).

WHY IS THIS ELEC-
TION IMPORTANT? 

Above all, the city is at 
an economic, political and 
social crisis point that can 
only be resolved by some-
one who has the ability to 
create more unity between 
St. Louis County and the 
city. 

The St. Louis Post-
Dispatch puts the problem 
incredibly well: “St. Louis 
simply cannot make it on 
its own.” The city itself  
is broke and was rated by 
the Fiscal Times as having 
the eighth weakest finan-
cial position of  116 major 
cities studied. There is a 
crippling amount of  debt 
and banks are increas-
ingly hesitant to loan St. 
Louis money. The city is 

struggling to find steady 
sources of  tax revenue 
because of  high unem-
ployment and the city’s 
desperate plan to give prop-
erty to local and regional 
developers without an 
effective property tax plan 
in place. 

Crime in St. Louis also 
continues to be a major 
problem: it has been a 
year since current mayor 
Francis Slay released a 
crime plan targeted at 15 
neighborhoods in St. Louis, 
but city officials believe 
there has been little prog-
ress in decreasing crime 
rates and protecting at-risk 
youths in those areas. 
Education in the city is 
still a nightmare for the 
majority of  the population: 
though the Saint Louis 
Public School (SLPS) 
District was recently 
reaccredited (meaning it 
meets the minimum state 
standards for academic 
performance), there is 
simply not enough money 
to invest in improving 
the quality of  education 
in SLPS. Though there 
are a growing number of  
charter and magnet schools 

opening throughout the 
city, hundreds of  thousands 
of  low-income, minority 
students continue to suffer 
in the city’s public schools. 

Underlying all of  these 
major concerns is the 
evident poverty that has 
devastated the city over 
the past few decades. The 
abandoned neighborhoods, 
burned out buildings and 
high unemployment—
coupled with the pockets 
of  prosperity and develop-
ment—are evidence of  a 
broken, divided and ruth-
lessly segregated St. Louis. 

ANY FINAL 
WORDS? 

The picture is undoubt-
edly bleak for St. Louis and 
there is no doubt that this 
election will be politically 
charged, especially because 
the story of  St. Louis’ 
future is inexplicably 
intertwined with healing 
the racial tensions in the 
city. We can only hope that 
the next mayor of  St. Louis 
will have the vision and 
ambition necessary to heal 
this city.

D
ear students 
of  Wash. U., 
Amidst the 
chaos ensued 

by President Donald 
Trump’s travel ban, we the 
students of  the Muslim 
Students Association 
(MSA) thought it was 
important that a Muslim 
voice is heard loud and 
clear. This is an incredibly 
painful time for Muslims 
not just from the seven 
countries mentioned in 
the order, but around the 
world.

The majority of  MSA 
members have grown up 

in a post-9/11 world. As 
unfortunate as it may 
sound, we are used to 
people telling us that our 
religion breeds terror-
ism, that we have no 
place here and that we 
should go back home 
(however ridiculous that 
may be considering how 
many Muslims are born 
and raised in the United 
States). However, the rise 
of  Islamophobia since 
Trump’s campaign has 
been shocking, even to 
us. Muslims have been in 
America since slaves were 
brought here in chains. 
We, too, are critical mem-
bers of  the foundation of  
this great nation. To ban 

other Muslims from join-
ing this beautiful country 
is not just inhumane, it is 
un-American.

As American Muslims, 
we have tried to rebuke 
those who try to bring 
down an entire religion 
based on the actions of  a 
few. It is frustrating that 
people can differentiate 
White Christians from the 
Westboro Baptist Church, 
the Ku Klux Klan and 
people like Dylann Roof, 
but cannot do the same 
with 1.6 billion Muslims 
and ISIS, a terrorist orga-
nization that is a product 
of  American intervention 
in the Middle East. It 
is equally frustrating to 

know that the members 
of  our government who 
last year spoke out about 
this very ban are turning 
their backs on us out of  
cowardice and the notion 
of  “party over humanity.” 
Refugees pose no threat 
to this country—in fact 
we benefit from them 
economically, academi-
cally and culturally. After 
all the instability America 
has created in these 
countries, we have an 
obligation to protect these 
humans and to open our 
arms to all that they offer. 

The scariest part of  
all this is knowing that 
the ban could be just 
the beginning. So many 

members of  the Wash. U. 
Muslim community are 
affected by this execu-
tive order. They cannot 
go home, they cannot see 
their family, they cannot 
see their friends. But what 
more will happen over 
the next four years? Will 
any of  us be able to travel 
freely? Will we still be able 
to speak our minds, share 
our knowledge, engage in 
our community? We’ve 
seen what bans based on 
religion and national-
ity have led to before. 
History has not remem-
bered these moments, or 
the people involved—
whether they offered open 
support or quietly did 

nothing—kindly. 
From volunteer-

ing with local refugees 
every week to support-
ing organizations that 
feed the homeless of  St. 
Louis, we will continue 
to work towards a better 
community for everyone. 
The Wash. U. MSA will 
stand every day to protect 
the rights and liberties of  
every American and every 
oppressed group around 
the world. In times of  
need, we promise to be 
there to support you, fight 
for you and lend you our 
ears. Right now and over 
the next four years, we 
hope that you will do the 
same for us.   

FORUM
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I
n the past few days, 
details of  the indict-
ment of  former 
Dean of  Students 

Justin Carroll have left 
the entire Washington 
University community 
reeling. After efforts to 
open campus conversa-
tions about sexual assault 
and relationship violence 
prevention, students, 
professors and University 
employees alike felt a 
chill when the “personal 
reasons” for Carroll’s 
sudden retirement were 
released in the local news 
on Monday.

The general mood 
around campus the past 
few days has been, to 

put it lightly, subdued. 
Many people in our com-
munity feel betrayed, 
many feel horrified, but, 
overwhelmingly, many 
feel shocked. Those who 
knew Carroll remember 
him as a friendly, wel-
coming man—a pillar of  
our University’s honored 
faculty. As a decorated 
dean and beloved athletic 
director, no one imagined 
that pillar would crumble 
so quickly. 

As students and active 
members of  the University 
system, we place trust in 
our administrators and 
leaders to remain kind, 
honest and fair individu-
als. Whether here to learn 

or to educate, no one 
should have to question 
the lawfulness—let alone 
human decency—of  those 
chosen to guide them. 

The nature of  the 
charges leveled against 
Carroll, child pornog-
raphy, remain sensitive 
topics for members of  
our community. During 
his time as associate vice 
chancellor and interim 
athletic director, Carroll 
came into contact with 
countless students and 
employees. 

Keeping this in mind, 
we implore those without 
a personal connection 
to him to remain espe-
cially cognizant of  the 

experiences of  those that 
sat with him at football 
games, worked alongside 
or even just greeted him 
in the hallway. In the 
next few months, as we 
confront the unexpected, 
the Washington University 
student body must come 
together and rely on the 
principles at the core of  
our academic life. As our 
motto, “Per veritatem 
vis,” or “Strength through 
truth,” states, our suc-
cess during these times 
depends on our ability to 
remain candid, sincere 
and warmhearted. 

At first glance, the 
headline is so jolting that 
it almost seems unreal. 

While a commonality in 
the stream of  everyday 
news, it’s easy to think 
“not in my world” or “not 
at Wash. U.” Together as 
the Wash. U. community, 
we must remain brave 
and stand tall in the face 
of  stigmatization. Rather 
than allow the weight of  
the upcoming months 
and the impending trial to 
press on the spirit of  those 
around us, we can instead 
embrace the overwhelming 
support of  our commu-
nity. Resources, like those 
listed below, present an 
opportunity. Talk about 
what happened. Open up 
to your friends, advisors 
and peers.

The following resources 
are available on campus 
and elsewhere as sources 
of  support: Relationship 
and Sexual Violence 
Prevention (RSVP) 
Center, Habif  Health and 
Wellness Center-Mental 
Health Services, Center for 
Diversity and Inclusion, 
Uncle Joe’s Peer 
Counseling, Residential 
College Director (RCD), 
campus ministry repre-
sentatives, WU Sexual 
Assault and Rape 
Anonymous Helpline, 
Safe Connections Hotline 
and the National Sexual 
Assault Hotline, in addi-
tion to academic advisors 
and deans. 

WASH. U. MUSLIM  
STUDENTS ASSOCIATION



Professor Jeffrey 
McCune knew that no one 
had taught a course on 
Kanye West before, but he 
didn’t expect the sort of  
media attention that his 
seminar, “The Politics of  
Kanye West: Black Genius 
and Sonic Aesthetics,” 
would garner. A few days 
into this semester, media 
organizations, from Time 
to Fox, from Complex to 
Vox, had already written 
about the class. 

Now, media attention 
can be positive (“Look 
at this great course being 
offered!”), negative (“Look 
at this horrible course!”) 
or more neutral, rather 
playing on perceptions of  
public interest, recogniz-
ing an anomaly (“Look at 
this strange new course!”). 
Though the articles fell 
mostly into the first and 
third categories, many 
commenters held negative 
views. 

You can probably 
imagine the standard of  
vitriol found in that sec-
tion. There’s no need to 
quote them. They’re all still 
online; you can read them 
for yourself.

But McCune said he 
took an hour to read these 
comments (a brave man 
to venture into that terri-
tory!), and never had to 
look at them again. 

“That one hour did 
inform me that the very 
argument I’m making 
about the legitimacy of  
black people and black 
music, particularly hip-hop, 
is contested,” McCune 
said. “Folks do not think 
hip-hop deserves academic 
course attention.”

On one level, people 
identified the course on 
West with the stereotypical 
misconception of  the pres-
tigious private university 
as laughably easy. They see 
a star increasingly consid-
ered “pop” and associate 

his art with simplicity, and 
they see the study of  that 
art as elementary. These 
are the easiest notions to 
displace. 

Senior Alvin Zhang, a 
consistent West fan, said 
the course has been any-
thing but easy thus far.

 “We explore a lot of  dif-
ferent media. We’ll bounce 
from a YouTube video to 
a song, then [we’ll] talk 
about some event in his 
life,” Zhang said. “It’s a 
really great exercise in pull-
ing your brain in so many 
directions.”

But another, perhaps 
more troublesome, con-
demnation of  the course 
comes from people who 
say that West specifically 
shouldn’t represent an 
academic topic (that is, the 
study of  other pop stars 
would be acceptable).

McCune describes this 
disparity. 

“I come from places 
where people teach courses 
on golfing and kayaking,” 
he said. 

Soon, we see the stakes 
of  legitimizing Kanye West 
are much higher than the 
stakes of  maintaining the 
validity of  media studies 
on campus. 

 “I think that—that 
inability to see the uneven 
and unequal treatment of  
black iconography versus 
white iconography—is 
quite striking. We still live 
in a world where we think 
about ‘high’ and ‘low’ 
art. And so often, what’s 
considered ‘low art’ is 
that which encompasses 
and incorporates those 
who are, as Zora Neale 
Hurston says, the furthest 
down below,” McCune 
continued. 

McCune doesn’t suggest 
that a course on a single 
white artist, icon or work, 
is wrong or a waste of  
time. Rather, West, as an 
artist, deserves the same 
scholarly attention and 
validation as Franz Kafka 
or Jane Austen.

It is along these lines 
that McCune asserts the 
part of  the course’s title: 
“Black Genius.” The term 
“genius” is not one of  
simple praise, exactly, but 
an acceptance of  West’s 
artistic merits. 

“I would say that his 
music—it’s a homage 
to the digital,” McCune 
explained. “In the use of  
digital voice overs, and the 
characterizations of  the 
sonic-techno-ish sounds, 
makes him an emblematic 
moment of  the Digital 
Era.”

The theory supporting 
the course relies on the 
basic and necessary con-
structions: That all music is 
art (any arguments against 
popular music’s “high art” 
qualities were put to bed by 
Bob Dylan’s Nobel Prize 
for Literature), and West 
as a producer of  music rep-
resents an artist, with an 
artistic vision of  the world, 
who deserves to be studied 
as any other artist.

Still, people might 
have trouble with another 
basic assumption of  the 
course, that West the 
boaster, West the Taylor 
Swift-interrupter, West 
the Donald Trump-meeter 
will be studied. To study 
someone and engage with 
his or her work is a kind 
of  political or appraising 
act and, in the end, is one 
that suggests this person 
has something meaningful 
to say.

McCune addressed this 
necessary issue by referenc-
ing Tupac Shakur’s poem: 
“Long live the rose that 
grew from concrete,” but 
McCune adds the essential 
caveat: “And every rose has 
thorns.” Like other artistic 
and scholarly “geniuses” 
(see: T.S. Eliot’s anti-Sem-
itism, for example) West 
has flaws. But, like any 
other study in the humani-
ties, scholarship on West 
demands a broad approach 
to the subject. 

“I’m trying to teach my 

students to practice criti-
cal generosity,” McCune 
said. “For me, critical 
generosity is that which 
takes into account the 
conditions under which 
folks perform... It’s about 
giving them the benefit 
of  the doubt, given their 
conditions. If  we do, in 
fact, say that Kanye suffers 
mental health issues, then 
we should be empathetic 
as we would with anyone 
else with mental health 
issues. People say, ‘Kanye 
is crazy; Kanye is bipolar.’ 
I say, ‘Is that an insult? Or 
is that a sign of  injury?’”

More than anything, 
McCune takes the study 
of  West as a study of  art, 
not forgetting things that 
he says or does, but aiming 
to give each part of  his 
experience its own place in 
the scholarship.

Perhaps, the strangest 
part of  this course then is 
that it touches on such a 

prevalent and “now” topic, 
one that could become 
more complex every day. 
Zhang said he recognizes 
that this is not a common 
class structure. 

“As academics, we often 
relate to things from at 
least 50 years ago,” he 
said. “Or we take sources 
from a long time ago and 
construct arguments for 
now. But this class is sort 
of  shaking up all that. It 
doesn’t feel like it’s going 
to fail, but it’s a huge 
experiment.”

A course on West will 
always sound like a bunch 
of  fun, but it can also take 
a form necessary for col-
lege courses: a chance to 
examine multiple discur-
sive experiences of  race, 
gender, class, etc. Though 
McCune’s students under-
stand that this is a noble 
and real pursuit, he real-
izes that perhaps parents or 
grandparents of  students 

might not feel the same.
“I think their parents 

and grandparents think 
that this is a waste of  
time,” he said. “And my 
one major goal for my 
students at the end of  the 
semester is for them to say, 
‘This is everything that my 
mom and dad are paying 
for.’”

As for whether West 
should run for president 
in 2020, McCune only 
has one thing to say. “If  
Number 45 can be presi-
dent of  the United States, 
so can Kanye West,” he 
laughs.

McCune is also pub-
lishing a book titled “On 
Kanye: Black Genius and 
Sonic Aesthetics,” and will 
host a number of  lectures 
on the subject throughout 
the semester, including the 
Assembly Series talk on 
March 8 titled: “Mumbo 
Jumbo: The (In)Audibility 
of  Kanye West.” 
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SCENE

“This isn’t a job for 
trained soldiers and spies. 
It’s a job for thugs and 
thieves.” Or so says the 
infamous Kaz Brekker, 
the leader of  the scrap-
piest gang in Ketterdam. 
He’s one of  six main 
characters in the “Six of  
Crows” series, authored by 
Leigh Bardugo. The rest 
of  the cast is filled out by 
extraordinary characters, 
who excel at everything 
from sharpshooting to 
demolition to controlling 
the human body. This 
fantastical two-book series 
follows this six-person 
crew through every point 
of  view as they take on an 
impossible heist and then 
must deal with the after-
math of  their actions.  

Because these books fall 
within the Young Adult 
(YA) genre, many college 
students may pass over 
them, intentionally or not. 
This would be a mistake. 
Not only are these books 
just as good or better than 
adult literature in terms 
of  writing, characters 
and story, but reading 
YA can give you a unique 
perspective of  younger 
protagonists that isn’t 
offered by books written 
for an older audience. 

This perspective, just like 
any other, allows readers 
to broaden their horizons 
and practice empathy, 
something our world is in 
desperate need of  at the 
moment. 

This particular series 
sucks you into a fast-paced 
flow of  action, revenge and 
redemption from the first 
chapter and won’t let you 
go until you finish the very 
last page. It’s compulsively 
readable, but relies on 
character development just 
as much as plot to move 
the story forward. Each 
character is multidimen-
sional and develops and 
changes in meaningful, 
substantial ways over the 
course of  the two books. 
This makes the charac-
ters both relatable and 
sympathetic, despite the 
fantastical setting and their 
questionable morality. 

What’s really special 
about these books is the 
unique way in which the 
author deals with trauma 
and diversity within YA 
fiction. While a number 
of  the characters have 
had some sort of  trau-
matic circumstance in 
their past, these experi-
ences, and the aftermath 
the characters suffer 
because of  them, neither 
define nor dismiss the 
characters. Refreshingly, 

the post-traumatic stress 
disorder experienced by 
the characters is not simply 
wished or willed away 
over the course of  the 
series. Instead, and more 
realistically, the trauma 
experienced contributes 
to a small, yet important, 
part of  the characters’ 
identities and dealing with 
the impacts is a lifelong 
struggle. 

Additionally, there’s a 
high rate of  diversity of  
race and sexual orientation 
in this group, as compared 
to many characters in 
other popular YA books 
on shelves now. Even more 
rare is the inclusion of  this 
diversity as a component 
of  the characters, rather 
than as the focus of  the 
plot of  the book. This is 
no coming out story or 
tale of  discovering racial 
prejudices in America 
today. While those are 
incredibly important, it’s 
equally important to show 
diversity as something that 
should be normalized and 
appreciated at every level. 

These two books stand 
out not just in the YA 
genre, but also in mod-
ern popular fiction as a 
whole. They are relatable 
and engaging for anyone, 
from a 10 year-old to a100 
year-old. After all, who can 
resist a good heist story? 

Taking Kanye West seriously with professor Jeffrey McCune

In defense of Young Adult fiction: A review of the ‘Six of Crows’ series

HARRY HALL
STAFF WRITER

COURTESY OF JEFFREY MCCUNE

Jeffrey McCune teaches a new class called “The Politics of Kanye West: Black Genius and Sonic 
Aesthetics.” The class discusses West’s music, celebrity, masculinity and mental health.

ANDIE DIVELBISS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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The indictment charges that 
Carroll “did knowingly access with 
the intent to view material that con-
tained images and videos of  child 
pornography.”

Specifically, the indictment 
detailed seven instances of  Carroll 
viewing videos depicting “prepu-
bescent minor males” performing a 
range of  sexual acts. It also listed a 
Dell laptop, a MacBook Air and an 
iPhone as the instruments Carroll 
used. Both federal investigators 
and the University’s independent 
investigation have confirmed that 
investigators “did not discover any 
wrongdoing in connection with 
Carroll’s University responsibilities 
or involving students,” a state-
ment by the Department of  Justice 
United States Attorney’s Office in 
the Eastern District of  Missouri 
reads.

Carroll could face a maximum 
penalty of  20 years in prison and 
$250,000 in fines.

UNIVERSITY RESPONSE

Around midday, after the indict-
ment proceedings concluded on 
the morning of  Monday, Jan. 30, 
the University released a statement 
that addressed the steps taken after 
the administration was informed of  
the federal investigation and which 
acknowledged the University’s 
complete compliance with the 
investigators. The statement also 
directed any questions concerning 
the details of  the case to the United 
States Attorney’s Office. Further, 
Washington University noted that 
its independent investigation had 
not shown Carroll’s actions to have 
affected any University members or 
activities.

No statement directed specifi-
cally to students was made until the 
following morning, when an email 
from Vice Chancellor for Student 
Affairs Lori White was sent to stu-
dents in response to concerns over 
the lack of  communication between 
the University and the student body 
about the matter. Specifically, White 
explained why students were not 
informed of  the allegations earlier.

“Communicating proactively 

about the case, especially without 
any facts or details, was something 
we simply could not do,” the email 
reads citing potential legality issues.

The statement also clarified that 
the University’s role in the process 
has been to assist in the evidence 
gathering process and to prioritize 
students’ “safety and well being.”

Vice Chancellor for Public 
Affairs Jill Friedman echoed 
White’s explanation and outlined 
the timeline of  events, emphasizing 
the limited extent to what specific 
details the University knew about 
the investigation.

“The only people who might 
have been aware of  anything related 
to this case are individuals who 
would be responsible for assisting 
with the federal investigation and/
or helping to manage the process 
of  transition,” Friedman said. “It 
was critically important that the 
University not in any way inter-
fere with or compromise a federal 
investigation.”

Friedman noted that the 
University was alerted to the inves-
tigation when the Washington 
University Police Department 
(WUPD) was served a subpoena by 
federal investigations on Dec. 20, 
followed by a search warrant later 
in the day. Carroll was banned from 
the University, its networks and 
communication with its students 
and staff  at that point, in order to 
ensure the well-being of  the cam-
pus community as the investigation 
went on. Carroll submitted his letter 
of  resignation on Jan. 5, which the 
University accepted though Carroll 
had not yet been formally charged.

“It was his obligation not to be in 
contact with members of  the com-
munity,” Friedman said. “We took 
every step we could take given the 
circumstance, given the information 
that we had, given the fact that this 
was a pending federal investigation, 
given the fact that he had not been 
charged with anything nor had he 
been found guilty of  anything, but 
we wanted to take every possible 
precaution.”

Friedman reemphasized that 
students were not informed of  the 
Dec. 20 ban because the University 

needed to comply with the fed-
eral investigation, and no formal 
charges had been filed at that time.

Moving forward, Friedman 
encouraged students to take advan-
tage of  the support systems on 
campus, noting that Washington 
University realizes this news may 
be troubling for some and will do 
what it can to help. Actions taken 
by the University itself  will still be 
constrained by the legal boundaries 
of  the case.

“Our only role continues to 
be to assistance, as requested by 
the U.S. Attorney for Eastern 
Missouri,” Friedman said. “What 
we’re focused on is exactly what we 
were focused on from the very first 
moment, which is the safety and the 
well being of  members of  our com-
munity, particularly our students.”

STUDENT AND FACULTY 
REACTIONS

Following Carroll’s indictment 
hearing, students and faculty were 
taken aback to learn that a well-
respected administrator had been 
charged with a crime. Several stu-
dent groups associated with mental 
health and sexual assault, including 
Sexual Assault Rape Awareness 
Helpline (S.A.R.A.H.) and Leaders 
in Interpersonal Violence (LIVE), 
posted Facebook statuses remind-
ing students of  their services and 
creating spaces to help those who 
wanted to process their emotions. 

“Given recent events, we would 
like to extend a hand to the com-
munity and remind everyone that 
we are here as an anonymous, 
confidential, and peer-led resource 
to provide support in these chal-
lenging times. We encourage 
community members to seek sup-
port in whatever form they choose,” 
S.A.R.A.H.’s post read.

The Relationship and Sexual 
Violence Prevention (RSVP) 
Center, in tandem with S.A.R.A.H. 
and LIVE, decided to extend its 
hours to 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. every day 
for the rest of  the week in order to 
support students.

Last semester, the RSVP Center 
was one of  the offices overseen by 

Carroll. Sexual and Relationship 
Violence Prevention Specialist 
Austin Sweeney said that the RSVP 
Center wanted to allow students to 
deal with the emotions they might 
be feeling in whatever way they felt 
was best.

“Self-care can be practiced in a 
number of  different ways, and so, 
we’re really encouraging students to 
do that and process in whatever way 
feels most comfortable and safe for 
them,” Sweeney said.

LIVE co-president Michael 
Collins, who knew Carroll as 
both aided in the search process 
for the new dean of  the Center 
for Diversity and Inclusion, also 
encouraged students to attend the 
sessions if  they felt the need, noting 
that there is no proper way to react 
to this type of  news. Collins also 
hoped this situation could serve as a 
learning situation for people in the 
community.

“I really encourage people to sit 
with the discomfort of  this topic 
and to not quickly try and put it 
into a box,” Collins said. “Because 
it’s really easy to do that, but I think 
this is a very, very valuable, but 
unfortunate, lesson about seeing 
the nuance in people and seeing the 
danger of  putting somebody on a 
pedestal.”

Collins continued on the idea of  
having put “somebody on a ped-
estal,” cautioning the Washington 
University community not to equate 
values and success. 

“I also think that at Wash. U. 
we do have this ‘Wash. U. excep-
tionalism,’” Collins said. “I think 
it’s a mistake to take people’s 
professional success for moral 
superiority.”

Coburn echoed Collins’ senti-
ments, hoping that the University 
community could reflect on 
Carroll’s career in its totality, not 
just defining it by its conclusion. 
At present, however, Coburn was 
just happy that members of  the 
University community could find 
comfort within each other.

“What has struck me about this 
place is the way people reach out to 
each other,” Coburn said. “I feel as 
though a lot of  us really need that, 

and I hope that students who need 
help will not sit in isolation.”

NEXT STEPS

Even as news of Carroll’s indict-
ment settles with the University 
community, the process is far from 
over. Next week, Carroll will be 
arraigned, at which point he can 
choose to plead guilty, not guilty 
or no contest to the charges levied 
against him. From there, Carroll can 
either accept a plea bargain or take 
the case to trial. 

“Given the nature of the charge—
it’s a pretty serious charge—they 
don’t want to be throwing that 
around that frequently, especially at 
an influential figure,” a lawyer with 
experience litigating child pornog-
raphy cases said. “My guess is, if  
[federal investigators] came at him 
at this point, they probably have an 
incredibly strong case, and they prob-
ably have him dead to rights.”

The lawyer added that the inves-
tigation will probably be kept quiet, 
given the nature of the materials 
involved and that none of the evi-
dence against Carroll would enter the 
public domain unless the case went 
to trial. Paul J. D’Agrosa, Carroll’s 
lawyer, denied to comment for this 
story.

As for the Washington University 
community, many stressed the 
importance of continuing to process 
and come to terms with the allega-
tions in their own time. Still, that 
undertaking will be difficult, and 
Coburn was left looking for a silver 
lining despite the disheartening news.

“Along with the shock and anger 
and all that…[it’s] some relief to 
know that this has not compromised 
the integrity of the University or 
safety of students,” Coburn said. 

The reality of the act remains: a 
longtime administrator committed a 
federal crime. For Jill Friedman, that 
reality cannot be sugarcoated.

“It’s devastating and shocking. 
I can’t put any other spin on it,” 
Friedman said. “It’s a kind of thing 
you hope you never have to go 
through.”

Additional reporting by Noa Yadidi 
and Ella Chochrek.

CARROLL from page 1 

For more information, visit 
JFedSTL.org/The-Internship-Experience.org.

This nine-week paid summer opportunity will 
provide meaningful employment at a local 

business or non-profit organization, a community 
mentor and opportunities to engage in the

St. Louis Jewish community.
Internships are available in a variety of fields including:

Entrepreneurship Marketing

Finance Engineering More!
Applications open through 

February 15, 2017. 
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