
On the Student Union election bal-
lot this Tuesday, students will vote 
on making Leaders in Interpersonal 
Violence an SU entity and providing 
financial compensation to Student 
Union executives.

Senate and Treasury passed pro-
posals for three other amendments as 
well: to revise the class council consti-
tution, to eliminate a policy requiring 
Treasury to reserve a spot for any 
student who is the only one from 
their school running and to combine 
Green Events Commission (GEC) 
and Student Sustainability Fund 
(SSF) into a Student Sustainability 
Board (SSB).

In order for the five amendments to 
be added to the SU constitution, two-
thirds support from the student body 
in Tuesday’s election is necessary. 

Leaders in Interpersonal Violence 
(LIVE) is currently a Category 1 
student group, funded through 

Treasury’s allocation process. Due to 
Student Union’s close collaboration 
with LIVE, through It’s on Us, senior 
and SU president Kenneth Sng said it 
makes sense for the group to become 
an SU entity.

“The primary objective group of  
having LIVE integrated is that tra-
ditionally for our It’s On Us active 
bystander training we require training 
facilitators,” Sng said. “SU obviously 
doesn’t have the capacity to provide 
students to conduct the actual train-
ing, and it makes a lot of sense given 
the amount of energy we’ve put 
toward combatting sexual violence on 
campus for the past two years to have 
an SU branch dedicated to it.”

SU’s exec compensation plan 
would pay officers 60 percent of a 
modern double dorm’s price, which 
would currently be around $6,000. 
While the current SU constitution 
prohibits paying officers, Sng said this 
price would be in line with Congress 
of the South 40’s compensation plan 
and would make it easier for students 
from less privileged backgrounds to 

run for SU exec.
“Our concern is self-selecting bias 

where only those students who can 
afford to run for SU exec,” Sng said. 
“The challenge here is coming up 
with a compensation level that allows 
low-income students to participate in 
the highest level of Student Union 
without necessarily incentivizing peo-
ple to run for Student Union for the 
wrong reasons.”

The Student Union officers who 
presented the amendment agreed 
with Sng. 

“We want to make sure there’s no 
socioeconomic barrier with someone 
who runs for exec; we don’t want 
there to be that barrier,” sophomore 
senator Tyler Tran said when present-
ing the amendment. 

Sng said these amendments also 
align with his overall goals.

“One thing that we did at the begin-
ning of the semester was to have 50 
improvements for the student body 
by the end of the terms,” Sng said. “I 
haven’t kept count, but this would be 
five.”
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SPRING PLAYLIST
Three tracks to 
add to what you’re 
listening to this 
coming season 
(Cadenza, pg 4)

WHAT NOW 
What to do now that 
midterms are over 
and you’re bored of 
watching Netflix 
(Scene, pg 9) NOW PLAYING

(Cadenza, pg 4)

Basketball teams see opposite results
THE NCAA TOURNAMENT: WEEKEND ONE

Women’s basketball 
advances to the Sweet 16, 
to host Oshkosh on Friday

LEFT: Senior Zoe Vernon passes the ball to a teammate during the Bears’ March 3 game against St. Norbert. The Bears defeated St. Norbert and Wheaton 
College this past weekend and move on to the next round of the NCAA tournament. TOP RIGHT: Senior Clinton Hooks goes for a basket during the Bears’ 
Feb. 25 game against the University of Chicago. BOTTOM RIGHT: Junior Kevin Kucera works his way down the court in the Bears’ Feb. 25 game against 
University of Chicago. The Bears ended their season with a loss in the second round of the NCAA tournament this weekend after falling to Hope College.

AARON BREZEL (LEFT) AND GRACE BRUTON (TOP RIGHT, BOTTOM RIGHT) | STUDENT LIFE 

Eye-popping performance 
ends men’s basketball’s 
season against Hope 

Former 
Peabody 
executive 
resigns 
from board, 
activists 
react

SU proposes consitutional amendments 
compensating executives, incorporating LIVE

TEDXWUSTL

ELLA CHOCHREK
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

TOP: Rick Erwin, City Museum director, shares his TED Talk at Hillman 
Hall’s Clark-Fox Forum on Friday. BOTTOM: Senior Cary Cheng gives his 
TED Talk at the event. The theme of this year’s TEDxWUSTL was Renegades.
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After years of agitation from the 
Washington University community 
for the removal of coal executives 
from the board of trustees—which 
culminated in a 16-day occupa-
tion conducted by WashU Students 
Against Peabody in the spring of  
2014 and led to seven student arrests 
at a rally outside of a board of trust-
ees meeting—activists can finally 
claim some victory. However, Fossil 
Free WashU will continue to push 
for full divestment from fossil fuels.  

For the last four years, Fossil Free 
WashU, a student movement orga-
nized by Green Action, has been 
working with the student body, fac-
ulty and administration towards 
divestment, endowment reform and 
transparency of the endowment. 

Greg Boyce, the former CEO of  
Peabody Energy, was re-elected to 
the board in May 2015 despite vocal 
student opposition and national 
news media coverage, but according 
to a Feb. 7 press release, he abruptly 
resigned from his position on the 
board of trustees Nov. 30, 2016. This 
also coincided with end of the sec-
ond term of former Arch Coal CEO 
Steven Leer on June 30, 2016, who 
was not re-elected. 

HISTORY OF 
WASHINGTON 
UNIVERSITY AND COAL

St. Louis-based Peabody Energy 
is the largest private sector coal 
extraction company in the world. 
Former CEO Greg Boyce joined 
the board of trustees in July 2009, 
but the University has had ties to 
the industry going as far back as the 
1990s, according to Bret Gustafson, 

SWETHA NAKSHATRI
STAFF REPORTER

SEE COAL, PAGE 5

If you didn’t know Cody Stuive’s 
name before Saturday, no one would 
blame you. He’s a senior, he plays for 
Hope College and prior to his team’s 
second round clash with Washington 
University, he was a fairly nonde-
script small forward–the third or 
fourth scoring option for a pretty 
good basketball program. 

That was until Saturday. Out of  
nowhere, Stuive exploded for 37 
points and hit 10 of 11 attempts from 
three, shattering both of his career 
highs. The performance propelled 
the Flying Dutchmen to a 94-80 

tournament victory on home court.
“Tonight, we were competing 

against a team that has a legitimate 
chance to win a national champion-
ship,” Wash. U. head coach Mark 
Edwards said. “The three-point 
shot decides the outcome of cham-
pionships when you get into the 
NCAA–for you or against you.”

It’s an abrupt end to what had 
been somewhat of a renaissance sea-
son for the Wash. U. men’s basketball 
team. After missing the playoffs last 
year, the Bears surged to the top of  
the national rankings and won their 
first conference title since 2014.  

SEE MEN, PAGE 3

Down one and nearly halfway 
through the third quarter, the No. 
6 Washington University women’s 
basketball team was battling for 
tournament survival against No. 24 
Wheaton College. But back-to-back 
buckets from sophomore forward 
Madeline Homoly ignited a 14-4 run 
to put the Bears up for good.

The eventual 83-74 Bears’ win 
cemented the team’s ninth trip to the 
third round of the NCAA tourna-
ment in the past twelve years. The 
Bears will take on No. 13 University 
of Wisconsin-Oshkosh on next 

Friday with a chance at the Elite 
Eight on the line.

While Wash. U. led the entire 
Saturday night game, save for the 
brief hiccup in the third quarter, 
Wheaton was never far behind. Until 
the Bears made their third quarter 
run, the Thunder never trailed by 
more than nine points. 

“We played a lot of close games; 
so, it’s not like our first time, it’s not 
our first rodeo,” head coach Nancy 
Fahey said. “These are not games of  
want. Everybody wants to advance. 
This is a game of understanding that. 
But it’s going to boil down to the 

WESLEY JENKINS
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

SEE WOMEN, PAGE 3
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Congress of the South 
40 passed legislation for an 
Opportunity Fund that allows 
students to request money to 
attend CS40-sponsored events. 
The fund comes as a result of a 
joint effort with Student Union 
to make participating in activi-
ties more feasible from students 
from low-income backgrounds.

CS40 does not charge more 
than $15 for any event, but the 
group’s executives realized that 
further steps could be taken 
to ensure that students could 
afford the cost of attending 
events. Through a new con-
fidential online form, any 
student can obtain funding to 
go to paid events.

In addition to increasing 
students’ abilities to go to 
events regardless of financial 
status, CS40 hopes there will 
be an increase in the discussion 
of socioeconomic diversity 
on campus because of the 
Opportunity Fund.

CS40 has been fulfilling 
requests for compensation the 
whole year, but the burden 
was always put on the students 
requesting funds, according to 
Valronica Scales, CS40 advi-
sor and associate director of  
Residential Life.

“In the past, you had to ask 
if CS40 could cover it, and 
while the answer was always 
yes, this [online form] is a way 
of making it across the board 
so students know where to go,” 
Scales said.

Students also may have been 
uncomfortable reaching out, 

either over email or at a table 
in Bear’s Den, according to 
Director of Finance and soph-
omore Daniel Grossman, but 
he said that problem is solved 
with the Opportunity Fund.

“We decided to set aside a 
chunk of money for an oppor-
tunity fund and then have an 
actual process with an appli-
cation that only our advisers 
would be able to see, so that 
it would be more private, 
confidential and accessible,” 
Grossman said.

Sophomore Kyle Jeter, 
the Speaker of CS40, said 
he, along with the rest of the 
organization, has been trying 
to implement the Opportunity 
Fund for most of the year, 
conducting research of peer 
institutions over winter break 
and working on writing legisla-
tion and finding money from 
the budget this semester.

Most of CS40’s paid events 
have happened already so 
the $1,000 budget taken from 
CS40’s discretionary fund—
which has a total of $5,000 for 
the exec board to draw from 
whenever it feels it’s neces-
sary—should be enough for 
the rest of this year and part of  
next year, Jeter said.

“One of the biggest events 
I see this Opportunity Fund 
being utilized for is our for-
mal in the fall,” he said. “That 
has been a consistent issue for 
several students, and I really 
feel like it’s our responsibility 
to respond to that need so it’s 
available for everyone.”

“We have our budget 
assembly at the end of April, 
where we’ll go over how [the 

Opportunity Fund] was uti-
lized so we can decide how 
much we need to make this a 
successful program,” Scales 
said.

While this is the first leg-
islation CS40 has passed to 
increase the discussion about 
socioeconomic diversity, the 
body has been working on edu-
cating students on the matter in 
other ways, Grossman pointed 
out.

“We’re currently partnering 
with [service fraternity Alpha 
Phi Omega], and we did this 
last semester too, to do a diver-
sity and inclusion roundtable 
event where we talk about dif-
ferent kinds of diversity on 
campus,” Grossman said.

Jeter, who ran on a platform 
centered around increasing 
the students’ and school’s 
tolerance and knowledge 
of socioeconomic diversity, 
thinks he’s been doing a good 
job working toward these ends.

“It’s not feasible for me to 
get a position and say, ‘I’m 
going to fix socioeconomic 
diversity,’” Jeter said. “It’s 
not realistic, so instead, we 
can educate students. This 
Opportunity Fund is one step 
to fix the problem.”

CS40 advisor Roo Hiremath 
noted that the governing body, 
made up solely of students, 
was able to successfully create 
an agenda and work toward 
specific goals.

“It’s a really great initia-
tive that they came up with 
and took the full lead on,” 
Hiremath said. “It’s a won-
derful example of students 
advocating for other students.”

CS40 creates Opportunity 
Fund to offer financial support
BAILEY WINSTON
STAFF REPORTER

A number of Washington 
University students and 
alumni have taken to social 
media in recent weeks to criti-
cize the construction, leasing 
practices and advertising of the 
new Everly on the Loop hous-
ing development.

The majority of the 
denunciation came on the 
development’s Facebook page, 
particularly in the form of  
negative reviews of the prop-
erty, which has not opened yet 
but currently carries a 1.8 out 
of five star rating, due in large 
part to these reviews.

Commenters noted their 
opposition to, among other 
issues, the perceived misuse 
of a $12.8 million tax abate-
ment for construction of the 
property, the marketing of  
the housing to Washington 
University students—which 
many have argued acceler-
ated the gentrification of the 

Delmar Loop—and the lack 
of racial diversity in Everly 
advertising.

In a written statement to 
Student Life, Dan Oltersdorf, 
senior vice president of cam-
pus relations and residence 
life at Campus Advantage, 
the company which manages 
the Everly property, noted that 
the staff at the Everly were dis-
tressed by the comments.

“We do know that the staff  
at the Everly is passionate 
about creating a welcoming 
and supportive community, 
and they’ve shared with us 
that they felt distressed by the 
sudden string of negative com-
ments about the property,” he 
wrote.

“We appreciate that those 
leaving comments are pas-
sionate about their concerns,” 
he added. “Our operational 
approach is based on both 
building a strong sense of  
community for our residents as 
well as being positive members 
of the communities in which 

we operate. All thoughts on 
how we can work together to 
achieve this are welcome.”

The Everly Facebook 
account also responded to a 
few of the reviews directly 
on the page, expressing simi-
lar sentiments in an identical 
response which was posted in 
response to multiple different 
comments.

“I’m so sorry you have had 
a negative perception of us, 
but we are working to provide 
the best housing option there 
is to offer in the Delmar Loop 
area,” the response begins. “At 
Everly on the Loop, we rent to 
anyone who qualifies and we 
are more than happy to share 
our rental criteria with you.”

The response then went on 
to describe the various high-
end amenities boasted by the 
development, and encouraged 
commenters to get in touch 
with the managers of the 
property. 

For many who voiced 
their concerns, however, this 

response exemplifies the 
problem.

“A huge part of gentrifi-
cation is bringing in outside 
development that excludes 
current residents, and that 
is exactly what the Everly 
is being a part of,” former 
Washington University under-
graduate and current Brown 
School student Nay’Chelle 
Harris said. “You’re bring-
ing in $1,500 dollar or more 
apartments when people who 
live a few blocks away don’t 
even make that in a month, so 
it’s pretty obvious that it’s not 
meant for the people who live 
there.”

Nancy Yang, a Washington 
University alumnae who 
reviewed the development and 
gave it the worst rating pos-
sible, noted that she was open 
to genuine engagement from 
Everly management.

“I think it would be great if  
they genuinely tried to have a 
conversation and work out real 
solutions to the problems that 

students and other community 
members have raised, but right 
now it doesn’t really feel like 
that’s happening,” she said.

In addition to issues of gen-
trification and unaffordable 
housing, many on the page 
raised concerns with the adver-
tising of the development.

“One thing is that it’s mar-
keted as student housing, but 
it isn’t connected to any uni-
versity, so that on it’s face is 
exclusionary, because it makes 
it seem like ‘if you’re not a stu-
dent of Saint Louis University, 
Washington University or any 
other university, you aren’t 
welcome there,’” Harris said. 
“They’re making it very clear 
that they want well-off college 
students in their apartments.”

Harris also noted issues 
with racial diversity in Everly 
advertising.

“If you look at renderings 
from their advertisements, 
a lot of time you see all the 
residents are white or light 
skinned, and often the black 

people are the ones in service 
positions, so they’re either 
behind the counter, or holding 
towels, and they’re obviously 
not residents,” she said. “That 
isn’t to say that people of color 
aren’t welcome in the Everly, 
but it is to say that the Everly 
isn’t making it apparent that 
they want those people there.”

With the Everly already 
leasing, Harris advocated that 
students should be informed 
about their residential choices.

“One of the things stu-
dents can do is be informed 
about where they live and not 
assume that just because you 
go to Wash. U. you have this 
monopoly on knowledge,” she 
said. “Wash. U. often has this 
reputation in the city for being 
smug and know-it-alls and 
I think it falls on all of us to 
realize that while we’re at this 
University, especially if we’re 
not from St. Louis, we need 
to humble ourselves, and we 
need to look out to and engage 
with people in the city.”

Students criticize new Everly on the Loop development on social media
SAM SEEKINGS
STAFF REPORTER

Representatives from several 
student-run religious groups 
collaborated to plan Interfaith 
Week, a weeklong event show-
casing religious diversity on 
campus. 

The week operated using 
two different models: invit-
ing others into a specific faith 
space, with events like Shabbat 
dinner, and within a neutral 
space to bring different groups 
together, such as was done 
with board game night. 

Organizations that partici-
pated include Asian Christian 
Fellowship, WashU Hillel, 
Muslim Students Association 
(MSA), Catholic Student 
Center, Harambee Christian 
Ministries, UKirk, Lutheran 
Campus Ministries and 
Interfaith Campus Ministries 
Association (IFCMA). 

Sophomore William 
Mackay of the Catholic 
Student Center, emphasized 
that each event was to provide 

students of various faith back-
grounds with the opportunity 
to speak with each other in a 
variety of settings on topics 
that aren’t normally spoken 
about. 

“I’d say that one of the 
overarching themes is really 
the opportunity for dia-
logue—honest and open 
dialogue about our individual 
faiths—because a lot of times, 
particularly in this political 
climate, there’s a lot of mis-
understandings about some 
of them. And just generally, I 
feel as a society it’s becoming 
harder and harder for people to 
talk about their faiths openly. 
It’s sort of become a taboo sub-
ject,” Mackay said. 

Despite a diverse audience 
that reflected the religious 
diversity and fellowship that 
was promoted by group orga-
nizers, all faiths present on 
campus were not represented 
during Interfaith Week. 

“A lot of the organizations 
that are represented do not 
reflect all of the faiths that 

are present on campus. And I 
think that’s one of our short-
comings; I’ll be honest with 
that,” junior Ishak Hossain, 
vice president of MSA, said. 
“We’ve done our best to ensure 
that from an organizational 
standpoint that we’re trying to 
represent as best we can, but 
that doesn’t always reflect the 
individuals that practice a cer-
tain faith.”

The week kicked off with 
a talk by “Daily Show” cor-
respondent and comedian 
Hasan Minhaj, sponsored by 
MSA, Azadi: South Asians 
for Justice and Solidarity and 
WU Students for Justice in 
Palestine, in Graham Chapel 
Sunday. 

The talk was originally 
intended to be independent 
of Interfaith Week. However, 
event organizers decided to 
include it as part of the week-
long event after recognizing the 
relevance of Minhaj’s message 
on recognizing the social issues 
created because of religious 
beliefs, according to Hossain. 

“Hasan Minhaj’s message 
that we need to look at both the 
political and faith-based issues 
that Muslims face is important 
for all religions to think about 
because we come back to this 
idea that faith and justice are 
intertwined so strongly that 
one faith group’s struggle is 
everyone’s struggle,” Hossain 
said. 

Minhaj’s talk, along with 
a Faith and Justice event 
Thursday night, was meant to 
encourage a dialogue amongst 
students about faith’s role in 
our current political climate. 
Following recent events such 
as the desecration of a Jewish 
cemetery and President 
Donald Trump’s executive 
order on immigration, junior 
Deborah Spencer, Hillel’s vice 
president of social justice, felt 
that it was important to incor-
porate central messages of  
tolerance and inclusion into 
this week’s events. 

“We set out three themes 
to have all of our events fall 
under: education, celebration 

and dialogue. Really, as events 
in the world played out this 
semester—which have been 
so pertinent to not just faith 
communities but communities 
in general—the ways many 
people have coped with them 
is through their faith groups. 
That kind of played a role in 
the passion I felt should go into 
this,” Spencer said. 

Other events included an 
Interfaith game night at Ursa’s, 
Ash Wednesday Ecumenical 
service and Shabbat din-
ner and lunch at Hillel and 
Chabad, respectively. The week 
culminated in a finale presen-
tation featuring performances 
from More Fools Than Wise, 
Visions Gospel Choir and 
readings of the Quran by fresh-
man Yaseen Ali. 

Organizers of Interfaith 
Week intend for the event to 
be one in a series of collabo-
rations meant to revitalize the 
dialogue between students of  
different faiths on campus. 

“Interfaith week was never 
designed to be just a one-off  

thing. It’s definitely designed 
to be a great starting point in 
moving forward,” Hossain 
said. “And I think [it’s worth] 
looking at how we can leverage 
IFCMA’s work as adults with 
our work as students in seeing 
how we can collaborate our 
efforts or amplify what’s being 
started here.”

One of the event organizers’ 
long-term goals is to create a 
Student Union group made 
especially for collaborations 
between religious groups. 
Rather than students coming 
from their respective groups on 
an individual basis, individu-
als could operate within an 
Interfaith student group. 

“There is a goal in mind that 
we talked about with IFCMA 
about possibly making an 
Interfaith SU group, so it 
would be SU funded,” Spencer 
said. “All [involved would 
be] part of this one Interfaith 
group, which would make it a 
more bonded group and also 
allow for funding to come from 
SU.”

Interfaith Week sparks dialogue with faith, justice-themed events
CHALAUN LOMAX
STAFF REPORTER

MONDAY 6

Gallery Talk with Susan Blevins
Kemper Art Museum, Teaching Gallery, 5 p.m. 
Susan Blevins, postdoctoral teaching fellow in the College of Arts & Sciences, will discuss the 
exhibition “(Re)presenting Heroes, Defining Virtue.” Considering the hero in the visual arts 
across the centuries—from early Greek coins and pottery to contemporary comic books—the 
exhibition invites critical reflection on the potential for images to shape narratives of commu-
nal identity.

Hamantaschen with FYSH!
Hillel, 6 p.m. 
Make some delicious hamantaschen for Purim! There will be all sorts of flavors: strawberry, 
raspberry, chocolate chip and more!

TUESDAY 7

Silence and Accountability
Olin Library, Suite 202, 5 p.m.
Over the past months and years, community members have raised concerns involving secret 
societies and secretive organizations at Washington University. These concerns range from 
issues of individual and group accountability; bias; silencing, gas-lighting, and other harm-
ful tactics; and more. The Center for Diversity and Inclusion offers a space for conversation 
around issues that have root in silencing.

WEDNESDAY 8

Assembly Series: “Mumbo Jumbo: The (In)Audibility of Kanye West”
Knight Hall, Emerson Auditorium, 6 p.m. 
To  Wash. U. associate professor Jeffrey McCune, who is teaching a course on Kanye West, 
he is a minefield of textual and musical brilliance, and this lecture – the second of three public 
talks that McCune will deliver — examines West’s use of the inaudible—both in speech and 
visual practice—to illuminate the unknowingness of blackness more broadly.

theFLIPSIDE
EVENT CALENDAR

MON 6
THUNDERSTORMS 
68/48

TUE 7
MOSTLY SUNNY
60/38

WED  8         
SUNNY 
62/45

POLICE BEAT

MARCH 1
Larceny
Danforth University Center—Complainant reports the theft of a wallet from her unsecured 
backpack left unattended on the interior steps of the Danforth University Center.  Loss $85.
Disposition: Pending



boards. It’s going to boil down 
to the execution and players 
making plays.”

Before the Bears were tested 
by Wheaton though, the team 
had to overcome its first round 
matchup against St. Norbert 
College Friday night. Known 
for their stout defense, St. 
Norbert entered the game 
allowing just 48.8 points per 
game, good for the ninth-best 
in Division III. The high-effi-
ciency Bears’ offense would 
put them to the test, though, 
entering the game averaging 
77.6 points per game.

Trailing by one after the 
first quarter of play, Wash. 
U. began to pull away in the 
second quarter and cruised to 
half with a 33-27 lead. Senior 
forward Zoe Vernon made 
the difference in that second 
period, reigning over the court 
with seven points, two boards 
and a block. 

But as they say, when it 
rains, it pours, and the Bears 
certainly poured buckets over 
the Green Knights in the third 
quarter. Vernon added another 
seven points, senior Jenn Dynis 
put in four and sophomore 
guard Rachael Sondag drilled 
a corner three to put the Bears 
up by 16.

Dynis ended up the Bears’ 
leading scorer in the 73-54 
win, with Homoly adding 
eight rebounds. Those eight 
were just a part of the 35-27 
rebounding advantage the 
Bears commanded, taking the 

edge in a physical game.
A day later, the Bears took 

the court for their hotly con-
tested second round matchup 
against No.  24 Wheaton 
College. The Thunder, like 
the Bears, entered the game a 
high-scoring machine, averag-
ing 77.3 points per game with 
two 100-plus point games 
under their belt. However, 
Wheaton had just slipped 
past Rose-Hulman Institute of  
Technology 57-54 in the first 
round.

The Thunder’s primary 
offensive threat came in 
the form of senior Katie 
McDaniels, averaging 19.8 
points per game with 4.5 
assists and 4.8 rebounds. Prior 
to the tournament’s start, 
McDaniels was named as 
finalist for the Jostens Trophy, 
recognizing the most outstand-
ing Division III basketball 
players of the year, for the sec-
ond consecutive year. 

The game started quickly 
in Wash. U.’s favor, with an 
opening possession three by 
Vernon leading to a 9-2 run by 
the Bears to open the game. 

“[Vernon] scores of the 
bounce, she boards, she hits 
threes,” Fahey said after the 
game. “I think more impor-
tantly is that air of confidence 
that she gives the team.”

Every time the Bears would 
go on a run, Wheaton found 
a way to close the gap. After 
a three from Sondag opened 
up a nine-point lead with six 

minutes to go in the first half, 
the Thunder responded with 
an 8-2 run. Wheaton shot 
well from the field in that first 
half, netting over a 50 percent 
shooting percentage.

That air of confidence 
Fahey spoke of showed on the 
court, as the Bears managed to 
hold a three-point lead at the 
half. It was the Bears’ superior 
rebounding margin, plus-12 at 
the break, that kept Wash. U. 
in the game despite Wheaton’s 
counter-attacks. 

“Wheaton came out on fire. 
They shot the ball extremely 
well. I was happy at halftime 
to be up by three,” Fahey said. 
“We talked about the boards 
and that’s what kept us in the 
game in the first half. And then 
we just had to tighten down. 
We made a few adjustments 
both offensively and defen-
sively that gave us that punch.”

After Wheaton took their 
first lead of the game with 
about six minutes left to play 
in the third, the Bears caught 
fire. A 14-4 run capped off by 
Sondag nailing a three put the 
game out of reach for good, 
but the Bears weren’t satisfied. 

Homoly and Vernon took 
over from there, combining for 
13-straight Bears’ points and 
pushing the lead to 13. Homoly 
ended the game with a dou-
ble-double, 26 points and 11 
rebounds, both game-leading 
stats, while Vernon passed the 
500-point mark for her career.

Maintaining for the fourth 

quarter, the Red and Green 
held McDaniels to just 14 
points and one rebound. Like 
with the St. Norbert game, 
boards ended up the differ-
ence, with the Bears notching 
more defensive rebounds (27) 
than the Thunder had total 
rebounds (26).

“We have a resilience. I 
think the UAA and all the 
tough play that we’ve had this 

year has really prepared this 
team very well,” Fahey said. 
“Good teams don’t stop and 
that’s why they’re all here.”

The Bears will stay in St. 
Louis to host No. 13 University 
of Wisconsin-Oshkosh this 
upcoming Friday. It won’t 
be the first time these two 
teams have met in the tour-
nament, either. In the 2014 
tournament, UW-Oshkosh 

bounced the Bears, with a 
72-66 second round victory. 
“There’s a little bit of history, 
so we’re excited to get out 
there and play Oshkosh for 
sure,” Vernon said, in antici-
pation of the matchup. “Our 
goal the whole season has 
been to advance in the tourna-
ment, so it’s fun to keep going 
and get the chance to keep 
playing more.”

It was a mixed weekend for 
the Washington University 
women’s tennis team, who trav-
eled to Murfreesboro, Tenn. to 
compete in the Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association National 
Team Indoor Championships. 
Wash. U. finished fourth, win-
ning a close opening matchup 

against Carnegie Mellon 
University, before dropping its 
semifinal matchup to Emory 
University and the third place 
final to the University of  
Chicago.

The Bears started the week-
end with a tightly contested 5-4 
victory over Carnegie Mellon. 
“We’re ranked 11; they’re 
ranked 12. We always have 
tough battles,” head coach 

Kelly Stahlhuth said. “That 
was another battle.”

Wash. U. took the upper 
hand early, sweeping the dou-
bles matches. With only two 
wins to go until a team victory, 
senior Rebecca Ho and sopho-
more Lisa Chionis provided 
the final blows at first and fifth 
singles, respectively.

Ho continued her dominant 
start to the spring season with 

a 6-1, 6-1 win. Chionis, mean-
while, snapped her two-match 
singles losing streak with a 
smooth 6-0, 6-3 victory. 

“Some days, it’s one per-
son; some days it’s another,” 
Stahlhuth said, referring to key 
performances from her team.

The Tartans managed to 
snag the other four singles 
matches to push the score to a 
5-4 final in favor of the Bears. 

If Carnegie Mellon was a 
tough matchup for the Bears, 
the next day’s opponent, 
Emory University, the num-
ber one ranked team in the 
nation, was an even taller order. 
Against the Eagles, Wash. U. 
never found its rhythm and lost 
decisively, 8-1.

In doubles, the Bears’ for-
tunes reversed completely from 
the day before, and they were in 

a 3-0 hole heading into singles 
play. The marquee matchup 
of the day was Ho’s tilt at the 
number one singles spot. Ho, 
the fourth ranked player in 
the country, came up against 
Bridget Harding, the top-
ranked player in Division III. In 
one of the few bright spots for 
the Bears on the day, Ho won 

SPORTS

Noa Yadidi 
Editor-in-Chief
editor@studlife.com

Wesley Jenkins
Associate Editor
editor@studlife.com

Maddie Wilson
Managing Editor

Ella Chochrek
Senior News Editor
news@studlife.com

Peter Dissinger
Senior Forum Editor
forum@studlife.com

Aaron Brezel
Senior Sports Editor
sports@studlife.com

Rima Parikh 
Senior Scene Editor
scene@studlife.com

Lindsay Tracy
Senior Cadenza Editor
cadenza@studlife.com

Jordan Chow
Holly Ravazzolo
Senior Photo Editors
photo@studlife.com 
 
Alberto De La Rosa
Senior Video Editor

Ella Chochrek
Aidan Strassmann
Copy Chiefs
copy@studlife.com

Emily Schienvar
Breaking News Editor
news@studlife.com

Noah Jodice
Director of Special Projects

Rohan Bhansali 
Yash Dalal
Senior Online Editors

Josh Zucker
Design Editor 
design@studlife.com

Jeremy Goldstein
Copy Editor

Ray Bush
General Manager
rbush@studlife.com

Claire Martin
Advertising Manager
advertising@studlife.com

Copyright © 2016 Washington 
University Student Media, 
Inc. (WUSMI). Student Life 
is a financially and editorially 
independent, student-run 
newspaper serving the 
Washington University 
community. Our newspaper is 
a publication of WUSMI and 
does not necessarily represent 
the views of the Washington 
University administration.

VOLUME 138, NO. 40

AARON BREZEL | SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR | SPORTS@STUDLIFE.COM STUDENT LIFE   3MONDAY, MARCH 6, 2017

Women’s tennis finishes fourth at ITA indoor nationals
JON LEWIS
STAFF REPORTER

MEN from page 1 

But really, nothing could’ve 
prepared the Bears for 
Saturday. Stuive’s 37 points 
were the third-most by a Hope 
player on home court and his 
10 three-pointers were also a 
school record. Oh, and he also 
led the Flying Dutchmen in 
rebounds (seven), blocks (four) 
and steals (three).

In the same way a baseball 
pitcher tips his cap when a 
hitter knocks a good pitch out 
of the park, Stuive’s shoot-
ing earned a certain level of  
respect. In the post-game press 
conference, one reporter asked 
Edwards what the Bears could 
do to stop a player that was that 
hot. 

“Say, ‘good luck in the next 
round’,” Edwards said with 
a smile. “Defensively, we just 
wanted a hand in his face and 

contest it—make him take a 
tough shot. He made them.” 

Even Stuive acknowledged 
how unexpected his night was: 
“I thank God for that [game] 
because that’s not normal,” 
Stuive said.

Hope head coach Greg 
Mitchell humorously lamented 
how much the team prepared. 

“We were joking with the 
rest of the coaches that we 
spent all of this time on film 
and preparation,” Mitchell 
said. “We probably should 
just have said, ‘Give the ball to 
[Stuive] and get the heck out of  
the way’.”

Stuive may have provided 
the signature performance, but 
the rest of his teammates also 
followed suit. As a group, the 
Flying Dutchmen shot a tor-
rid 50 percent from the floor 

and 16 of 29 from range. Even 
though the Bears fired off 12 
more shot attempts than Hope, 
it’s tough to compete with that 
kind of efficiency. 

Meanwhile, Wash. U. had 
an uncharacteristically mid-
dling shooting day, connecting 
on just 40 percent of their field 
goal attempts (fga). Junior 
forward Matt Highsmith (1-7 
fga) and senior guard Michael 
Bregman (1-9 fga) both strug-
gled on the floor. Junior guard 
Kevin Kucera had a team-high 
25 points. Kucera also found 
some success from range, 
draining a career-high five of  
eight attempts from beyond the 
arc. Kucera credited ball move-
ment for his success.

“My teammates found me 
pretty well,” Kucera said. “It 
was more than just hitting the 

shot.”  
Kucera’s prolific night kept 

the Bears in striking distance, 
but—as he put it—it’s hard to 
pull a team back when every 
bucket gets answered.

“When they gave us the 
opportunity [we tried] to 
expose it, but when [Hope] is 
shooting that well from three, 
those opportunities are pretty 
slim,” Kucera said.    

Every single one of Kucera’s 
five threes were answered with 
at least two points on the other 
end. 

Junior center David 
Schmelter chipped in 17 points 
and nine rebounds as well.

A day before falling to Hope, 
the Bears clashed with Ripon 
College in the first round of  
the NCAA tournament. Just 
like the Flying Dutchmen, the 

Red Hawks were boosted by 
a hot shooting performance–
only this time, Wash. U. had 
an answer.  

Senior guard Ty Sabin aver-
aged a Division III-leading 
30.2 points per game heading 
into the NCAA tournament 
and for the first 20 minutes of  
play Friday, it looked like he 
would be the one to hand the 
Bears an early exit. Sabin had 
25 points at the half, at times 
slicing through the Bears inte-
rior defense with ease. 

But in the second half, the 
Bears exploded with a 20-5 run 
to end the game. Taking advan-
tage of weak transition defense, 
Highsmith and junior forward 
Andrew Sanders scored 16 
and 15 points in the second 
half, respectively. Highsmith 
used a right wing jumper to 

tie the game at 65-all with five 
minutes left. While he and 
Sanders dominated under the 
basket, senior forward Clinton 
Hooks caught fire from range, 
drilling five threes in the second 
half. He finished with a career-
high seven three pointers in the 
game. 

While Sabin finished with a 
game-high 43 points, Hooks, 
Sanders and Highsmith lead 
the Bears with 25, 23 and 20 
points each. In total the Bears 
outscored the Red Hawks by 
30 in the second half to secure 
the 15-point victory.   

Wash. U. finishes the season 
at 21-6, a six-win improve-
ment from their final record a 
year ago. The Bears have still 
not advanced past the second 
round of the NCAA tourna-
ment since 2009. 

WOMEN from page 1

SEE TENNIS, PAGE 6
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CADENZA
I saw “Logan” over 

two weeks ago. At the 
time, I was tempted to 
hand in a two-sentence 
review: “They went there. 
Period.” And leave it at 
that. I truly considered 
it. But it’s my job to write 
about this, so I have to 
sort through this utter 
emotional destruction to 
convey it to you. 

Before I begin in ear-
nest, I must confess a few 
things. First, I walk into 
movies pretty clueless. I 
watch the first trailer and 
maybe the second and 
then show up. I might 
have intimate knowledge 
of  a film’s production 
aspects, but plot-wise, 
I just try to go with the 
flow. This unawareness 
often leaves me blindsided 
by the turn of  events. 
Second, I am an actual 
grandma with the pre-
ferred rating of  PG-13 
for my movies. I close my 
eyes at graphic violence 
and sweat nervously at 
sex. Judge me if  you 
want, but I’m just trying 
to let you know where I’m 
coming from when I tell 
you this movie bulldozed 
me right through the 

pavement and down into 
eternal suffering. 

“Logan” is the third 
Wolverine solo movie in 
the “X-Men” franchise. In 
it, Logan (Hugh Jackman) 
lives a quiet life, taking 
care of  Charles Xavier 
(Patrick Stewart) in 2029 
after mutants are all but 
extinct at the hands of  
humans. The pair is old 
and decrepit and just 
trying to survive. They 
encounter Laura (Dafne 
Keen), a young girl with 
claws similar to Logan’s, 
who is being hunted by 
a sinister corporation. 
Ultimately, they engage 
in a cross-country road 
trip to bring Laura to 
safety. This feels like a 
great bastardization of  
the plot, but I believe 
pretty strongly in avoiding 
spoilers. 

The film combines 
many different story lines 
into one. It’s inspired by 
the 2008 Old Man Logan 
Marvel Comics series, 
which depicted an alter-
nate dystopian universe. It 
also adds Laura, present 
in the regular universe 
comics, and builds on 
canon from the “X-Men” 
movies. 

“Logan” fought for its 
R rating, which it earns 

within the first three min-
utes. F-bombs drop from 
the opening line onward. 
The violence is there from 
the outset as well, with 
graphic head-slicing that 
continues throughout 
the film. The villains use 
a harpoon against the 
mutants and other nasty 
stuff  that I honestly wish I 
could unsee. This is not a 
movie for kids, just in case 
you were wanting to bring 
your Wolverine-crazed 
five-year-old with you. 

What the movie is, 
however, is a stunningly 
compassionate superhero 
movie that goes where no 
superhero movie has gone 
before. Instead of  going 
big, “Logan” went small. 
The ensemble is only a 
few main characters and 
the conflict one of  per-
sonal safety, not universe 
ending consequences. 
The results of  this are felt 
keenly. “Logan” is the 
most human of  the super-
hero movies. Combining 
crotchety Logan with 
young but angry Laura 
brings depth and reflec-
tion to Logan that he 
has rarely been allowed 
before. She is Logan’s 
mirror, in which he sees 
both the good and bad 
in himself  play out. He 

experiences more growth 
in this movie alone than 
he does all of  the previous 
6. He cries in this one.

In terms of  plot, 
“Logan” goes all the way. 
The film takes incredible 
risks with its events and 
ending. Interpret that how 
you will, but just know to 
expect suffering—about as 
much suffering as you can 
imagine if  you grow to 
care for these characters 
at all. It is an absolutely 
heartbreaking movie in 
just about every way. 

The best part about all 
this is that it was a good 
movie. Actually, it was a 
great movie. The acting 
was impeccable, with both 
Jackman and Stewart eas-
ily adapting their beloved 
characters to an older 
age and Keen convey-
ing a depth greater than 
her scowl. The plot was 
a good mix of  intrigue, 
conspiracy and character-
focused drama. The 
tone was appropriately 
dark and serious. It was, 
all in all, an extremely 
well-made movie. So 
well-made that all of  this 
suffering at the hands of  
tragedy and violence was 
totally worth it. 

I don’t think superhero 
movies will ever be the 

same. “Deadpool” may 
have changed the game 
rating-wise, but “Logan” 
does so much more. The 
ending of  the film, which 
you can probably guess 
if  you think more than I 
did, is liberating for the 
genre as a whole—and 
so is the gritty and open 
way the film tackles 

themes of  aging, family, 
depression and suicide. 
This is not Marvel’s 
sunshiny, globe-trotting 
boy scouts or DC’s dark 
but empty action flicks. 
This is an entirely new 
phenomenon: a savagely 
humanistic take on the 
superhuman. Bring 
tissues.

‘Logan’: High quality suffering in the superhero universe
KAT SCHULTZ
STAFF WRITER

Last week the music forecast was brewing one major storm of  new hits for the music industry early Friday morning, including Ed Sheeran, Lorde and Sylvan Esso, a bundle of  
very familiar names resurfaced onto the new music stage with content this week, proving that in their spotlight hiatus they have been hard at work. The alternative pop genre takes 
the cake this week for best new releases. As you prepare that Spotify playlist for your spring break road trip, be sure to include these three gems.. —Greer Russell, Music Editor

THE AUDIO PHILES

This week’s top three see old friends step back into the spotlight

“Green Light”
 Lorde

“Die Young” 
 Sylvan Esso

“Galway Girl”
 Ed Sheeran

In her first release since 
her 2013 album “Pure 
Heroine,” Lorde shows 
that her bold and edgy side 
remains intact after a few 
years’ gap. “Green Light” 
serves as the first single 
off  her upcoming album 
“Melodrama,” anticipating 
release sometime this sum-
mer. (The mysterious gal, 
true to form, has yet to tell 
her fans when specifically 
they can hear the album 
in whole.) The song seems 
to be a great introductory 
piece for the album, giving 
fans just a taste of  what is 
to come. Beginning with a 

simple chord progression, 
the spotlight shines on 
the raspy voice we haven’t 
heard for quite some time 
as Lorde sings, “I do my 
makeup in somebody else’s 
car.” Quickly, the song picks 
up in tempo and undergoes 
a key change as the cobwebs 
are ripped away and Lorde 
in her true form reappears, 
as though no time has 
passed at all. “Green Light” 
exposes Lorde in a story 
of  heartbreak, but instead 
of  wallowing in sorrow, 
she captures the emotional 
rebuilding that results after 
such a drastic blow. 

Sylvan Esso has 
also slowly but surely 
remerged into music 
headlines as she releases 
new singles off  her 
upcoming album “What 
Now,” expected April 
28. This song is Esso at 
her alternative finest, 
despite being a bit differ-
ent in tempo and rhythm 
compared to old works. 
With ups and downs in 
intonation that give the 
piece auditory compara-
bility to a wave, this song 
has moments of  exhilara-
tion while simultaneously 
putting a person at ease. 

(Note: Esso makes partic-
ularly great study music if  
you’ve been low on sleep, 
and that classical stuff  
just won’t do.)  Though 
Esso sings quietly until 
the first chorus’s lyrics 
“I was gonna die young, 
but now I’ve got to wait 
for you hun,” following 
an explosion of  synth a 
deceivingly deep message 
is unveiled that will leave 
listeners playing the song 
again and again in order 
to understand. Bonus: She 
also just released a video 
for this song, so go give it 
a look!

For me, picking one 
song off  the new Sheeran 
album, “÷”, was tough. 
After traveling the world 
incognito and taking 
leave from the spotlight 
of  new music, Sheeran 
has returned with a qual-
ity pop album. Though 
highly comparable to his 
music of  old and per-
haps “playing it safe” in 
terms of  music ingenuity, 
Sheeran found a formula 
that works, and there isn’t 
much shame in sticking to 
that. Galway Girl is likely 
the most unique song on 
the album, combining the 

sounds of  Irish folk into 
contemporary pop. With 
references to fiddles, Van 
Morrison and Grafton 
Street, Though produc-
ers originally shot down 
“Galway Girl” with fear 
that the unique Irish folk 
feel would not gain popu-
larity among a general 
audience, the song’s rise to 
the top of  the charts gives 
it a personal success story 
most everyone likes to see. 
If  you like this, listen on 
to “Supermarket Flowers,” 
“New Man” and “Eraser,” 
too, for a few more strong 
hits. 
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associate professor of socio-
cultural anthropology. 
Gustafson explained that the 
Weidenbaum Center, a public 
affairs research center at the 
University, received money 
from Exxon in the 1990s 
and subsequently published 
a number of articles deny-
ing climate science. In 2008, 
Peabody Energy pledged to 
donate $5 million to establish 
a Consortium for Clean Coal 
Utilization, which received 
pushback for being misleading 
about the inherently pollut-
ing nature of the fossil fuel 
industry.

Sophomore Jessie 
Thornton, one of the lead 
organizers for Fossil Free 
WashU, said that Washington 
University’s ties to the coal 
industry are largely a result 
of the close relationship 
between St. Louis and energy 
companies. She said that the 
influence of fossil fuel com-
panies on campus is also 
indicative of the scope of their 
influence in other aspects of  
society.

“The presence of these 
corporations on our cam-
pus is demonstrative of the 
influence that they have in 
all things, society in general 
and really the globe at large 
because they’re often multina-
tional corporations,” she said. 
“Peabody was the world’s 
largest private coal company 
right before it declared bank-
ruptcy, and that’s a pretty 
big deal because the fact that 
Peabody and Arch are both 
headquartered in St. Louis 
means that, reasonably, I think 
it’s fair to assume that we have 
more connections to the coal 
industry being in St. Louis 
and being in Missouri than 
perhaps Stanford [University] 
in California [does].”

 

THE ISSUE WITH 
PEABODY

Fossil fuel companies have 
long been criticized by the 
scientific community for their 
contributions to air pollution 
and denial of climate change. 
Others point to the social 
ramifications of fossil fuel, 
such as its effects on margin-
alized communities and the 
displacement of native peo-
ple. Peabody has come under 
scrutiny for depleting water 
sources in Black Mesa, Ariz., 
where there is a large native 
population, and for receiving 
large tax breaks in that area.

Gustafson feels that 
Washington University’s 
relationship with Peabody 
and the fossil fuel industry 
undermines its commitment 
to public health and science. 
He went on to say that there 
is a contradiction between the 
goals of the University and 
the goals of the corporations. 

“We all breathe dirty air. 
That’s why all of our voices 
have this vocal fry in St. 
Louis; the air is dirty, and a 
lot of it has to do with coal,” 

he said. “However you slice 
it—I mean whether it’s the 
existence of the atmosphere 
and the climate and the condi-
tions we’re in, or the fact that 
we have high asthma rates—
part of that is because we have 
dirty air?”

Caitlin Lee, a Washington 
University alum who was 
involved with Students 
Against Peabody and was 
arrested for her involvement in 
the movement in 2014, shared 
the story of Judy and Glenn 
Kellen, a farming couple 
that lives in southern Illinois, 
where the coal is mined.

“When [the mine is] active, 
it’s detonating explosions 
often, and they don’t do a 
good job of telling people 
when that’s going to happen; 
it can happen at any time of  
the day. When it happens, 
often, so much debris goes 
into the air that you can’t see 
around you. If you’re outside, 
your whole house shakes,” she 
said. “[Judy and Glenn] say 
they would leave if they could, 
but you can’t financially leave 
because no one’s going to buy 
your house because the value 
has completely diminished. 
And so you’re kind of stuck 
there, with the health impacts 
that come with being around 
that.”

 

STUDENT AND 
FACULTY ACTIVISM

According to Lee, student 
opposition to Peabody began 
about eight years ago, when 
coal executives got positions 
on the board of trustees and 
the Consortium for Clean 
Coal was being started. When 
Lee was a student, she was 
pulled into Students Against 
Peabody by friends, before the 
occupation started in spring 
2014. The group occupied for 
17 days and negotiated with 
the administration, eventu-
ally leaving because they 
felt no progress was being 
made. Students also held a 
rally outside a board of trust-
ees meeting and protested 
Peabody’s annual sharehold-
er’s meeting in Clayton, Mo., 
countering police opposition.

“The country police, the 
city police and the campus 
police all showed up, and 
the campus police were wait-
ing for us. The county police 
brought in riot gear into the 
building. They didn’t use it 
against us, but they had it 
there,” she said. “The front 
line of students [was] arrested 
by the police and were pro-
cessed, then, in the campus 
[Washington University 
Police Department] offices. 
[They] were charged with 
trespassing and with disturb-
ing the peace.”

After the summer 2014 
break and the events at 
Ferguson, Mo. in August 
2014, the movement against 
Peabody dissociated, as 
members graduated and 
moved on to other roles in 

activism. A Student Union 
resolution—passed by a 14-2 
majority—that would have 
committed the University to 
divesting from fossil fuels by 
2025 was largely forgotten.

Now, Fossil Free WashU is 
continuing broader efforts to 
urge the University to divest 
from fossil fuels, working to 
educate the student body and 
negotiate with the adminis-
tration. A student petition 
released in January has 
about 1,000 signatures as of  
press time, and a faculty peti-
tion was released last week. 
Additionally, Fossil Free 
recently met with Chancellor 
Mark Wrighton to present 
him with materials for the 
board about the divestment 
efforts of peer institutions, as 
well as about the endowment 
reform processes of universi-
ties like Duke University and 
Columbia University.

“We’ve never had the 
opportunity to present our 
materials to anyone on the 
board before. While we did go 
into the meeting asking for a 
presentation ourselves in front 
of the board, we feel like this 
was a good compromise. And 
board members are accessible; 
we can call them ourselves,” 
Thornton said. “We definitely 
are not interested in ostraciz-
ing them. That being said, we 
will continue to respond as 
convincingly and persuasively 
as possible and [will] hold the 
administration accountable if  
we feel like they’re stalling, or 
they’re not genuinely trying to 
make an effort toward even 
having a conversation with 
us.”

Gustafson, who has spo-
ken out against the University 
regarding its relationship 
with the fossil fuel industry, 
believes the role of faculty 
should be to support student 
activists in the interest of pur-
suing the truth.

“To date, we haven’t had 
enough faculty speaking out,” 
he said. “I certainly believe 
that the student activism has 
had an impact. And, as I said 
before, I certainly think it is 
the role of faculty—especially 
for someone like me, who 
teaches on these issues—to 
point out to the students 
that it’s not just what we talk 
about in the classroom. These 
are real issues, and I think 
that’s important.”

 

RESPONSES 
TO BOYCE’S 
RESIGNATION

Former Peabody CEO 
Boyce’s resignation came as 
a surprise to many of those 
who have worked toward this 
goal for years. Although the 
circumstance of his resigna-
tion are still unknown, many 
viewed it as a victory against 
fossil fuel interests and for stu-
dent activism.

“After this came out, and 
after we put out the press 
release, there were people 

who were involved at all 
levels of the campaign who 
were celebrating this win, 
amongst a [Donald] Trump 
presidency, amongst fights 
that they’re continuing in 
other places around the coun-
try,” Lee said. “This was a 
win that we could claim, and 
that felt really great. And that 
showed the power of student 
organizing and what student 
organizing did to train a 
group of leaders to fight for 
what they believed in.”

Thornton felt similarly 
shocked and excited, citing 
the national political climate 
and the misplaced idea that 
that students can’t help solve 
a problem so complex.

“It can feel disempowering 
at times knowing the extent 
of the injustices we face and 
that we really want to discour-
age having any presence on 
our campus. And this was just 
such a moment of freedom 
from those relationships and 
from these crazy, intimate ties 
between coal specifically and 
between Wash. U.,” she said. 
“Even if  it wasn’t a result of  
our activism, I do believe that 
it’s incredibly valuable.”

Gustafson expressed that 
the University must continue 
going in this direction, as 
the removal of Boyce and 
Leer, who served the full 

duration of his term, from 
the board represents a small 
improvement.

“A step backward would 
be putting the new CEO 
of Peabody on the board 
of trustees,” he said. “That 
would be a declaration of war 
against public health, science 
and the climate, and I hope 
the University board of trust-
ees are more thoughtful than 
that.”

 

NEXT STEPS

According to Wrighton, 
currently there is no one 
on the board involved with 
the coal industry. He said 
new board members will be 
appointed at the next board 
meeting, scheduled for May 
5.

In the meantime, Fossil 
Free WashU plans to con-
tinue its efforts in a variety of  
ways after the release of the 
student and faculty petitions. 
One such way is by working 
with the University and the 
endowment management 
group, which currently is hir-
ing a new chief investment 
officer. Thornton said that 
Fossil Free wants for this new 
CIO have socially responsible 
investing experience and to 
be someone capable of lead-
ing the University through a 

divestment process.  
Thornton added that the 

chancellor was in support 
of transparency of endow-
ment, and she said working 
to vocally represent Fossil 
Free’s interests to members 
of the board is the next step 
to ensure that all information 
is on the table. She said the 
University could have up to 
$200-350 million in fossil fuel 
investments, but added that 
there is uncertainty associated 
with that estimate that needs 
to be cleared up. Divestment, 
ultimately, remains the goal.

“I think divestment, for 
us, there can be no compro-
mise on. Obviously, divesting 
from coal or divesting from 
tar sands or divesting par-
tially is still a win, but if  we 
got divestment from coal, our 
campaign wouldn’t be over,” 
Thornton said. “We are in it 
for the long haul, we’re in it 
for 100 percent divestment, 
and [if] we find out we’re 
barely invested in any fossil 
fuels, great—we still want to 
completely divest. That’s very 
important to us as a symbolic 
move, as a financial way of  
showing that we do not sup-
port these industries and as a 
way of continuing to separate 
ourselves and continuing this 
trend of dissociating from fos-
sil fuel companies.” 

COAL from page 1 

Students Against Peabody protesters planned to deliver a letter to Peabody CEO Greg Boyce 
asking him to resign from his position on Washington University’s board of trustees in 2014.
Boyce resigned from his position on the board of trustees on Nov. 30 for unknown reasons.

DEREK SHYR | STUDENT LIFE

A student speaks out against Peabody as part of the Students Against Peabody protest in 2014. 
The protest included a 16-day occupation of Brookings and eventually led to seven student arrests.

STEPHEN HUBER  | STUDENT LIFE
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TENNIS from page 3 

in three sets, 5-7, 6-2, 6-3. 
Ho’s hot streak has been 

one of  the highlights of  the 
Bears’ season so far, with 
the senior posting a 15-1 
spring record to date and 
moving into sole posses-
sion of  second place on the 
program’s all-time wins list 
with 161. Ho now stands 22 
wins away from the school’s 
all-time record, currently 
held by Debbie Michelson 
(’92). 

The semifinal loss to 
Emory brought the Bears to 

a third-place match against 
the University of  Chicago 
on Sunday morning. The 
Bears pulled out two tight 
victories in doubles: a 
9-7 win by Ho and senior 
Kaylan Griffith at first dou-
bles and and a 10-8 victory 
by senior Mindy Borovsky 
and freshman Sanjana 
Tripathy at third doubles.  

“We were down in two 
doubles matches, and in two 
of  them, we ended up pull-
ing it back,” Stahlhuth said.

The 2-1 lead after doubles 

play, however, quickly 
turned into a 5-2 loss. Every 
singles player for Wash. U. 
dropped her matchup, with 
the exceptions of  Ho and 
Tripathy, whose matches 
went unfinished. 

“Chicago is tough in sin-
gles,” Stahlhuth said.

Wash. U.’s 1-2 weekend 
brings their overall record to 
3-4. The Bears have had to 
contend with stiff  competi-
tion in their first few weeks 
of  the season, with all but 
one of  their seven games 

coming against nationally 
ranked opponents. 

Things won’t get any 
easier next week. In a spring 
break trip to California, 
they’ll face No. 7 Amherst 
College, No. 8 Wesleyan 
University and No. 4 
Bowdoin in three straight 
days.

“We have a really tough, 
jam-packed schedule,” 
Stahlhuth said. “Hopefully, 
all the experience in pres-
sure situations will help us 
out in April.”

Senior Rebecca Ho goes low for a backhand in a match last 
year. Ho helped the women’s tennis team take fourth at the 
ITA National Team Indoor Championships this past weekend.

STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE
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Forum’s final words on the mayoral primary

STAFF EDITORIAL

Student Life endorses Robinson, Adler, Ragnone, Jeter, Hyder

F
or the past month, 
the Forum staff  has 
taken on profil-
ing the issues and 

candidates for the upcoming 
mayoral race in St. Louis. 
Given the gravity of  this public 
position, we believe it is imper-
ative to provide Washington 
University voters with as much 
information on the election as 
possible. In our final profile 
on the primary, we ask Forum 
writers which candidates will 
take the strongest or most 
effective stances on the three 
major issues we have identi-
fied within the St. Louis city: 
education, crime and economic 
growth.

Who can best help improve 
the quality of public edu-
cation in the city? 

Tishuara Jones
Though Forum did not 

profile Tishuara Jones 
(her polling numbers were 
below 10 percent at the 
beginning of  the series), 
her progressive, intensely 
detailed campaign is worth 
learning about if  you 
are voting in this elec-
tion. On education, Jones 
outperforms her peers 
handily. She has called 
for the consolidation of  
Saint Louis Public Schools 
(SLPS) with other sur-
rounding school district (to 
better centralize organiza-
tion and resources). That 
move could help SLPS 

gain standing as a decently 
performing district in the 
state. Jones also wants to 
eliminate tax abatements 
for land developers in the 
city to increase public 
school funding in the city. 
On the issue of  education, 
Tishaura Jones is clearly 
the candidate with the 
most vision and ambition. 

—Peter Dissinger, Senior 
Forum Editor

Antonio French
On the issue of  educa-

tion, Antonio French has 
provided the groundwork 
for improving education 
in St. Louis. French has 
provided summer enrich-
ment programs through 
his organization, the 
North Campus, includ-
ing in-school tutoring 
and everyday after school 
tutoring for students 
within three neighbor-
hoods in the St. Louis 
City. Providing a quality 
education is the best way 
to reduce prison popula-
tion, improve economic 
stability and to improve 
public safety. Antonio 
French recognizes this 
and plans to use education 
as the starting ground to 
prepare St. Louis for the 
future. Antonio French 
has shown that he wants to 
find feasible ways to help 
St. Louis students immedi-
ately, and that is crucial for 
educational improvement 
in the city. —Matt Wallace, 
Staff  Writer 

Who has the best plan to 
combat crime rates in St. 
Louis? 

Antonio French 
Aside from his normal 

duties as alderman, Antonio 
French worked closely 
with the city of St. Louis to 
develop a comprehensive 
crime-fighting plan. French 
has called for current St. 
Louis Police Chief Sam 
Dotson to be fired “on 
day one.” In a city with a 
notoriously high—and still 
rising—crime rate, drastic 
changes are necessary. French 
is the only candidate that has 
pledged to work diligently 
to combat this, no matter 
how tough the decisions and 
discussions may be, while 
other candidates, like Lyda 
Krewson and Lewis Reed, 
have only promised to open 
their door to input from 
various groups. —Aidan 
Strassmann, Staff  Writer

Which candidate will put 
the city on the quickest (and 
most stable) path to financial 
stability? 

Tishaura Jones
Although several of  

the primary frontrunners 
have impressive plans to 
rejuvenate the St. Louis 
economy, Tishaura Jones’ 
economic platform stands 
out as especially thorough 
and comprehensive. Jones’ 
plan highlights exactly 
what steps need to be 
taken to revitalize the St. 

Louis economy, including 
expansion of  the limited 
Metrolink transit system, 
tax reform, partnership 
with technology startups 
and reduction of  income 
inequality. Additionally, 
Jones describes exactly what 
measures she will institute 
to achieve her goals. Her 
clear, focused and specific 
platform is exactly what the 
St. Louis economy needs. 
—Jen McLish, Staff  Writer

Antonio French 
St. Louis small businesses 

have no stronger ally than 
mayoral candidate Antonio 
French. Although massive 
corporate deals in St. Louis’ 
central corridor often steal 
the headlines, French’s 
approach makes local busi-
nesses the priority. French 
plans to channel money into 
these businesses, especially 
those in low-income areas 
north and south of  the city 
center, through grants and 
low-interest loans. He has 
also been a vocal opponent 
of  plans to use taxpayer 
money to help fund the con-
struction of  a Major League 
Soccer stadium downtown. 
The path to financial stabil-
ity will not run through a 
giant, glitzy stadium—it 
will instead be a thriving 
city street, full of  bustling 
local businesses employ-
ing St. Louis residents. 
Antonio French knows this, 
and he has plans to make it 
happen. —Maddie Wilson, 
Contributing Writer

FORUM STAFF

F
rom success-
ful initiatives 
to investigation 
and scandal to 

resignations, Student Union 
has attracted much attention 
this year. When students vote 
this Tuesday, they will have 
the opportunity to decide 
how they want their student 
government to function mov-
ing forward, specifically in 
response to actions and a cul-
ture created in the past year.

Only two races of five are 
contested this year—those 
for vice president of admin-
istration and vice president 
of finance—and both have 
healthy competition with 
candidates who are experi-
enced with the inner workings 
of SU and have demonstrated 
an interest in improving the 
relationship between Student 
Union and the Washington 
University community. 

Two candidates, sopho-
more Brian Adler and 
sophomore Tess Mandoli, 
are vying for the position of  
VP Admin. Adler, currently 
serves as a member of Senate, 
while Mandoli is the current 
Sophomore Class Council 
President.

Of all the SU positions, VP 
Admin may have the most 
vaguely defined responsibili-
ties. For that reason, it requires 

detailed plans and paths to 
execution. It also requires a 
working knowledge of the 
processes and existing rela-
tionships within SU in order 
to facilitate internal affairs.  

As a member of Senate, 
Adler has more than taken 
advantage of his ability to 
effect change on campus 
through a number of initia-
tives that he has spearheaded. 
He has been actively involved 
in promoting mental health 
resources on campus, includ-
ing helping to hire five new 
doctors for Student Health 
Services and penning a 
letter in support of Planned 
Parenthood that has gotten 
support from presidents at 
13 other universities. It is the 
opinion of the Student Life 
Editorial Board that Adler’s 
concrete ideas and clear objec-
tives, as well as his history of  
impressive results, makes him 
the better candidate for the 
position. 

Adler has also made 
accountability a crucial 
part of his platform. He has 
specific plans to hold himself  
accountable through the 
establishment of a Student 
Union Transparency Report. 
And in response to the recent 
Senate scandal, he has called 
for the creation of a Letter 
to the Senate Speaker, which 

will act as a detailed outline 
of the expectations for active 
senators. 

The contest for VP Finance 
this year is between two very 
experienced SU officials. Both 
juniors, Keaton Schifer and 
Iliana Ragnone were elected 
to Treasury in their first 
semester on campus and have 
each held various leadership 
positions within SU and are 
vocal members of our student 
government. Ragnone cur-
rently serves as the Speaker 
of the Treasury and Schifer 
sits as a regular member on 
Treasury, but served as the 
leader of the Presidential 
Debate Funding Team last 
semester. 

Though both candidates 
have proven their interest 
in improving the transpar-
ency and accountability of  
the financial processes of  
Student Union, the editorial 
board endorses Ragnone to 
be the next Vice President of  
Finance. 

We believe that Ragnone’s 
substantial experience work-
ing with student groups to 
help them get funding will 
enable her to best promote 
student interests in the coming 
school year. She has a vision 
to not only make information 
on student group budgeting 
and finances more accessible, 

but also to make it under-
standable. Ragnone plans to 
create one page manuals and 
simplify the design of the 
SU website to accomplish 
this goal, which the editorial 
board commends as a way to 
increase transparency within 
SU. As a visible leader within 
SU currently, we firmly believe 
that Ragnone is ready to step 
into an executive role and 
lead Student Union towards 
a more accountable and open 
culture. 

Student Life also endorses 
the candidates running unop-
posed for the three other Exec 
positions: sophomores Sydney 
Robinson for President, Kyle 
Jeter for VP Programming 
and Bilal Hyder for VP Public 
Relations. However, while 
it is likely that each will find 
themselves in these positions 
there are still a number of  
things for them to take into 
consideration.

Robinson, who has served 
on Treasury for the past 
two years and chair of the 
Activities Committee for the 
past year, is a strong choice to 
be the face of SU for the next 
year. What may be Robinson’s 
greatest strength is her clear 
passion and desire to make 
Student Union welcoming 
and open, instead of intimi-
dating and unapproachable. 

She also demonstrated her 
commitment and drive by 
stepping up to serve the role 
of Chief of Staff after Cary 
Cheng was promoted to VP 
Admin following Sankalp 
Kapur’s resignation. 

We are confident that 
Robinson has the proper 
experience, demeanor and 
agenda in serving as the next 
SU President. 

Jeter comes to SU from 
the Congress of the South 40 
where he currently serves as 
speaker. Despite not hav-
ing previous SU-specific 
experience, he does have com-
mensurate experience that 
speaks to his ability to succeed 
in the programming position. 
Jeter has clear, outlined goals 
for improving WUGO as well 
as refocusing class councils to 
serve their respective classes 
more effectively in the differ-
ent phases of their Wash. U. 
experiences. Jeter has also 
found success in his role on 
CS40 by revamping program-
ming for College Councils as 
well as piloting a CS40 version 
of the Opportunity Fund. He 
is an active presence on the 
South 40, which speaks to his 
ability to be accessible and 
present as programming.

Where Jeter’s inexperience 
with SU shows, and what he 
should work to improve before 

he likely takes office, is in his 
plans for working with SPB. 
Jeter suggested he would take 
a hands-off approach to SPB, 
but seemed fairly unfamiliar 
with the organization. As the 
SU Exec member in charge of  
working with SPB, it’s impor-
tant for Jeter to be able to hold 
the group accountable.

While the Editorial Board 
endorses Hyder for the posi-
tion of vice president of public 
relations, he is the candidate 
with which we have the most 
reservation. Hyder spoke of  
his vision to streamline and 
organize the processes for the 
PR process, but the rest of his 
platform was vague. While 
we endorse him, we implore 
him to be more clear about his 
goals moving forward.

Ultimately, it’s up to 
students to turn out to vote 
on Tuesday and to continue 
to hold their representatives 
accountable. We at Student 
Life are excited to see the 
results of the election, and 
hope that the next SU Exec 
will take steps to make Wash. 
U. a more inclusive and 
engaged community for all of  
its students. 

Editor’s Note: Editor-in-chief  
Noa Yadidi and Associate Editor 
Wesley Jenkins were recused from 
discussions concerning the position 
of  Vice President of  Finance.

Reflecting on the value  
of the mayoral race

AIDAN STRASSMANN
STAFF WRITER

W
hen thinking 
of St. Louis 
politics, 
the first 

thing that comes to mind is 
“Democrat.” With a historic 
60-year Democratic lineage, it 
seems clear which party will 
return to office this spring. 

Of the seven Democrats 
running, four have significant-
enough polling numbers to 
be seriously considered for 
the position: Lyda Krewson, 
Lewis Reed, Antonio French 
and Tishaura Jones. Separate 
of their current governmental 
roles—three candidates are 
aldermen for their respective 
wards, Jones is city treasurer—
each candidate has picked 
up local expertise crucial 
to their mayoral candidacy. 
Reed, president of the board 
of aldermen, is known for his 
extensive financial back-
ground, both corporate and 
as a manager of city funds. 
Meanwhile, French has been 
noted for his progressive 
work in community building 
and social movements, like 
his work with the protests in 
Ferguson, Mo. three years ago.

No matter who wins, this 
election represents a major 
disruption of the status quo as 
it ends the 16-year legacy of  
current Mayor Francis Slay. 

One common theme in this 
election is the ambiguity of  
the “most important” issue. 

Crime and police brutality 
overlap with socioeconomic 
disparity and economic 
rejuvenation, which overlaps 
with the ever-changing school 
system. St. Louis voters face a 
unique challenge: They must 
vote for a candidate that can 
try to tackle all of these issues 
simultaneously. 

Each candidate has been 
endorsed by a major institu-
tion within the city: Reed 
by the St. Louis Teacher’s 
Union, Krewson by the 
St. Louis Police Officer’s 
Association, Jones by the St. 
Louis American and French 
by the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
and, of course, Student Life. 
Clearly, in its present state, St. 
Louis is a city is at a cross-
roads, in which constituents 
believe that they are best 
served by local politicians with 
different agendas for how to 
improve the city. 

Washington University 
students living within the city 
limits possess the rare opportu-
nity to help enact real change 
right in their backyards. The 
issues at stake don’t belong 
to some distant entity—the 
new mayor can impact our 
campus by opening up new 
business ventures for students 
to participate in and encourag-
ing economic growth in the 
city by finding ways to reduce 
violent crime throughout the 
city. St. Louis voters—Wash. 
U. students included—must 
go out, vote and let their voices 
be heard. 



You just turned in that 
last 6-8 page paper and 
finally got back that Blue 
Book from last week’s 
midterm. You’re probably 
ready to sit in your bed 
for six zillion years and 
FINALLY relax—I know 
I have a long list of  missed 
TV episodes I need to 
watch ASAP. But there are 
a ton of  fun things you can 
do that don’t involve being 
a complete hermit. Here 
are some alternate methods 
of  relaxation post-midterm 
season: 

GO TO THE 
DENTIST:

One of  my favorite 
things to do is get my teeth 
cleaned. I mean, I love 
having a latex gloved hand 
shoved in my mouth while 
someone accidentally cuts 
my mouth with some weird 
metal tool. Another benefit 
of  going to the dentist: you 

get to be yelled at for not 
flossing! Unless you actu-
ally floss, of  course, which 
puts you up there with 
those two other people fea-
tured in Crest Whitening 
Strips commercials—go 
you! But if  you’re one of  
us normal, non-flossing 
citizens, you WILL get 
scolded by your dentist. If  
you really want to spice it 
up, try yelling back at the 
dentist. It doesn’t have to 
be about something that 
they’re doing wrong. 

TRY ALL OF 
THE DESSERTS 
FROM CHERRY 
TREE:

Are you that person 
who has 956 extra meal 
points and has posted in 
the class of  2020 Facebook 
group five times trying 
to get rid of  them? If  so, 
this one goes out to you! 
Cherry Tree has a TON of  
dessert options—includ-
ing some more obscure 

flavor combinations for 
the adventurous among 
us. Why not taste test all 
of  them instead of  selling 
your meal points? This 
is a great time to test out 
spending enough meal 
points that you get asked 
whether or not you’d like a 
receipt. 

KNIT A 
SWEATER FOR 
THE BUNNY:

Do you want to wear a 
knit sweater? No. Do you 
want that weird statue to 
wear a knit sweater? Hell 
yeah! Learn how to knit 
(unless you already know 
how) and then make a 
sweater for the Bunny. 
Someone’s got to keep 
that thing warm—and 
why shouldn’t it be you? 

RUN ALONG 
I-64:

Now that midterms 
are over, you finally have 

YOU time. You can work 
out! The best place to 
work out is not the new 
Athletic Complex or 
Yoga Six or Club Fitness. 
Nope—running along 
the highway is your best 
bet. You don’t even need 
to listen to music. The 
sound of  rush hour traffic 
will provide an irrepli-
cable thrill. I guarantee it. 
Besides, nothing gets my 
endorphins pumping like 
worrying that I’m going 
to be hit by a speeding 
vehicle (except for maybe 
trespassing, but that’s a 
story for another time).

BUY SOME 
COFFEE AT 
WHISPERS:

This might be my 
favorite place on the 
Danforth Campus. It’s 
centrally located, there are 
those cozy chairs near the 
windows and it’s the only 
spot open for coffee when 
you’re stuck studying late 

at night. Sure, the carpet-
ing is kind of  ugly, but if  
you have friends studying 
up top, you can almost 
guarantee that you’ll get 
a blurry Snapchat of  your 

face as you wait in line for 
that iced mocha. Umm 
wait a second...s---. Sorry. 
Sorry. Sorry. I forgot. 
This is a giant hole now, 
apparently?
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Sure, it’s cool to be hip 
and up-to-date on all the lat-
est cultural happenings, but 
I bet for most people, it’s just 
as cool to only seem hip and 
up-to-date.

In the literary world, the 
well-known short-story 
writer George Saunders just 
released a novel that has 
found a place on the top spot 
of  the New York Times Best 
Seller list. So here’s a primer 
on Saunders and his newest 
novel, called “Lincoln in the 
Bardo.” 

First, imagine the stereo-
type of  the snobby writer. 
Think Norman Mailer: uber-
masculine, unapologetic, 
lacking emotion, etc. Now 
take the opposite of  that 
(but leave the male). That’s 
Saunders.

Saunders is an essentially 
nice man. In interviews, 
he extols love over hate, 
compassion over apathy. 
Whereas many writers 
bash love—Mailer had 
six wives—Saunders tells 
heartwarming, dad joke 
anecdotes. For example, 
this is how he summarizes 
the relationship with his 
wife while at the Syracuse 
University Writing Program: 
“We got engaged in three 
weeks, which I believe is still 

a program record.”
When I try to sum up 

his writing, I think back to 
one part from Saunders’ 
“Pastoralia.” In it, a father 
asks his son, “Do you think 
you have to be rich to be 
nice?” And the son answers, 
“I guess so.”

Saunders began exploring 
this concept in the semi-
dystopian, often satirical 
“CivilWarLand in Bad 
Decline.” Saunders suggests 
a theme for his collection 
in a quote from critic Terry 
Eagleton: “Capitalism plun-
ders the sensuality of  the 
body.” He puts well-meaning 
characters—usually working 
at evil corporate theme parks 
in rock-and-a-hard-place 
positions—and sees how 
they sometimes succeed and 
sometimes screw up, but 
always, at least, mean well. 
Think of  Job, from the Bible, 
add in marketing lingo and 
science fiction gadgets and 
gonzo voices, and you come 
out with a pretty rough cut 
of  Saunders’ works as a 
whole. 

Since his first collection in 
1996, Saunders has writ-
ten three more short story 
collections, a novella, a short 
children’s book, a collection 
of  essays and a short essay/
story displayed on certain 
Chipotle bags. He deals with 
grief, violence and emotion 

on a grand scale in few 
pages. He’s a nonpretentious 
writer who doesn’t want to 
take up more of  your time 
than he has to. “Lincoln on 
the Bardo” is his first stab at 
a novel.

Saunders’ semi-nonfic-
tional plot seems born for 
his distress-laden style. It 
takes place on the night after 
Abraham Lincoln’s favorite 
son died in 1862, a year into 
the Civil War, when a sur-
prising (at least, surprising 
to us) number of  Americans 
opposed the bloodshed. 
Lincoln is so grief-stricken 
that he returns to his son’s 
recently entered crypt, holds 
the boy, then goes off  and 
leads his country through 
the war. 

Saunders tells this story 
through real historical 
documents, as well as a 
cast of  fictional ghosts. The 
“bardo” is a kind of  Tibetan-
Buddhist purgatory, where 
souls exist before they can 
release themselves from 
worldly want. For precedent, 
think Moaning Myrtle and 
the other ghosts in Harry 
Potter. 

Saunders generates his 
own conception of  bardo, 
which is smart, because who 
would know exactly how 
the bardo works anyway? 
He also takes liberties with 
Lincoln’s character. At one 
point, he makes Lincoln 
meditate like a yogi.

On a conceptual level, the 
novel can seem to stumble 
when Saunders, late in the 
book, introduces previously 
unknown rules or require-
ments for the afterlife. In 
these moments, the bardo 
can feel like a device he 
uses to reveal his Buddhist-
inspired morals. 

But by the end, you really 
can’t blame him, or call him 
a sap for the sort of  senti-
mentalist, loving philosophy 
that pervades so much of  his 
work. He writes sentences 
like: “His mind was freshly 
inclined toward sorrow...that 
all were suffering...and there-
fore one must do what one 
could to lighten the load of  
those with whom one came 
into contact.” He doesn’t try 
to be the most metaphoric 
or clever writer, but he does 
have a wonderful sense of  
not being jaded, of  believ-
ing in his characters and the 

world.
Saunders’ humor and 

drama, though sometimes 
seemingly fabricated or 
unreal, certainly keep 
you reading. You’ll leave 
“Lincoln in the Bardo” with 
a few moments that stand 

out as really strong, literary, 
moral and unforgettable. 
Saunders’ books seem to 
embody a line from his early 
story “Isabella” which reads, 
“The sum total of  sadness 
in the world is less than it 
would have been.”

Reading George Saunders 
is kind of  like rewatching a 
good children’s TV show: 
Though your college-brain 
says it’s too straightforward 
or explicitly moral, your 
heart says it’s good, fun and 
sometimes necessary.

Unconventional post-midterm relaxation techniques

A short primer on George Saunders: or, how to stay hip  
HARRY HALL
STAFF WRITER

ELLA CHOCHREK
STAFF WRITER
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