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Women’s soccer rides momentum into Final Four

SKYLER KESSLER | STUDENT LIFE

The Bears celebrate after Liz Collins’ goal during the 40th minute of play that led them to a 1-0 victory over UW-Whitewater.

This was not the first time the 
Washington University women’s 
soccer team exited Francis Field 
with tears running down their 
face—but on Sunday afternoon, 
the players were crying tears of  
joy.

For the first time since 2009, 
the Bears will be playing in 
the semifinals of  the NCAA 
Division III tournament against 
No. 1 Messiah College for a 
shot at the championship round. 
The Red and Green defeated 
No. 22 Wartburg College 1-0 
on a blustery Saturday morn-
ing and then followed up with 
another 1-0 victory over the No. 
23 University of  Wisconsin-
Whitewater on Sunday.

“The Final Four is very 

difficult to get to—you’re talk-
ing about the top 1 percent in all 
of  Division III,” head coach Jim 
Conlon said.

“It was incredibly exciting,” 
senior defender Sam Ezratty 
said. “It’s so rewarding and 
powerful just to know that we 
did it and we did it as a team, all 
31 of  us together.”

With the pair of  wins, the 
Bears cement their first unde-
feated season at home since 
2003. 

Saturday’s matchup with 
Wartburg featured intermittent 
snowfall and gusting winds that 
topped over 30 miles per hour. 
Despite the unpleasant condi-
tions, the Bears were able to 
create some opportunities, tal-
lying 11 shots (five on target) 
in the first half, but the steady 
wind appeared to prevent Wash. 

U. from converting on their 
chances.  

With the game still scoreless 
in the 58th minute, sophomore 
Megan Renken received a 
bouncing through-ball in the 
box, which she sent wide right. 
Then, two-and-a-half  minutes 
later, junior Katie Chandler sent 
a shot from 20 yards out towards 
the right side of  the diving 
Wartburg keeper who was able 
to get enough of  a hand on the 
ball to tip it off  the post and out 
of  bounds. 

The Bears eventually broke 
through in in the 86th minute. 
After the Bears fired off  three 
shots in three minutes, Renken 
received a nearly identical 
through ball to the one she got 
30 minutes earlier. A soft header 
from Chandler split a pair of  
defenders, and Renken finished 

it off  with a chip shot.
“When I missed the first one 

I was bummed.” Renken said, 
“It’s easy to let those things get 
to you but my teammates told 
me, ‘You’re going to get another 
one, so just get the next one.’ So 
when I got that second oppor-
tunity I wasn’t going to miss it 
again.”

By comparison, the Bears’ 
elite eight game against 
Wisconsin-Whitewater was 
considerably less dramatic. 
Despite beating No. 7 Illinois 
Wesleyan University 2-1 in dra-
matic overtime fashion the day 
before, the Warhawks appeared 
overmatched by the Bears in 
the first half, failing to regis-
ter a shot till the 47th minute. 
While the Bears peppered the 
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Associate professor in the School of Architecture Bob Hansman showcases a 
space above an abandoned store on Dr. Martin Luther King Drive in Wellston, 
Mo., that some of his students use as a studio.

WELLSTON LOOP FAMILY REUNION

WU for Undergraduate Socio-
Economic Diversity (WU/
FUSED) and the Social Justice 
Center (SJC) hosted an event 
titled “Money Talks” to highlight 
socioeconomic issues on campus.

Throughout the week WU/
FUSED tabled in the Danforth 
University Center inviting stu-
dents to share their personal 
stories and opinions regard-
ing economic diversity at 
Washington University on 5x7 
notecards. 

The notecards including infor-
mation ranging from anecdotes 
of  personal financial struggles to 
accounts of  the embarrassment 
experienced by both wealthy and 
not-wealthy students, and were 
subsequently displayed in College 
Hall during the event. 

Junior and member of  WU/
FUSED Dylan Bassett said that 
students were specifically asked 
to explain how they perceive 

socioeconomic culture at the 
school. 

“We had people writing about 
socioeconomic background. 
What they perceive Washington 
University to be like compared 
to their hometown, what they 
perceive their situation to be 
like compared to their friends,” 
Bassett said.  

Bassett said that keeping the 
cards anonymous encouraged 
people to share things that others 
might not expect. Many high-
lighted the difficulties of  being 
a student on financial aid, while 
others addressed the stigma asso-
ciated with wealth in a world 
with a growing wage gap.

“Every night, after getting into 
Wash. U., I would pray that I 
got a large enough scholarship—
because if  I couldn’t afford Wash 
U, then I wouldn’t be going to 
college,” one card read.

“I am in the 1 percent and quite 
frankly there’s a real stigma about 
it that makes me feel uncomfort-
able and embarrassed,” another 

read.
In addition to the cards, WU/

FUSED screened a student-made 
documentary. 

The documentary was pro-
duced by a member of  WU/
FUSED and included a series 
of  interviews with Washington 
University students to discuss 
their various socioeconomic 
backgrounds.

According to junior and WU/
FUSED member Nina Stoller, 
the event aimed to not only 
raise awareness among students 
but to hold the administration 
accountable for bringing in more 
lower-income students along 
creating a more inclusive envi-
ronment for students already on 
campus.

“Our administration agreed to 
go from 8 percent to 13 percent 
Pell grant[-eligible] students. It’s 
important to increase the number 
of  low-income students but it’s 
also more important to support 
them once they get here,” Stoller 
said. 

WU/FUSED and SJC invite students 
to share stories on economic diversity

NIVAN LAKSHMAN
STAFF REPORTER

JON WINGENS
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

SEE SOCCER, PAGE 6

After gaining national atten-
tion for supporting a bill that 
many argue will discourage 
sexual assault victims from 
reporting their cases, both the 
North-American Interfraternity 
Conference and the National 
Panhellenic Conference reversed 
their stances. 

Greek life leaders at 
Washington University, however, 
have varying opinions on what 
the bill might mean for campus.

If  passed, the Safe Campus 
Act would give local law 
enforcement primary authority 
in investigating campus sexual 
assault allegations and greatly 
limit campus jurisdiction. 

The legislation would require 
universities to report allegations 
of  sexual assault to law enforce-
ment and forbid university police 
from investigating or convicting 
any involved party, transferring a 
majority of  power from the uni-
versity to the state.  

Senior Cristina Cox, presi-
dent of  the Washington 
University chapter of  Alpha Phi, 
opposes the Safe Campus Act 
and the National Panhellenic 
Conference’s initial associa-
tion with it. She said that other 
Alpha Phi members were also 
upset that, through their mem-
bership in the organization, they 
were implicitly supporting the 
act.

“Being a collegiate woman 
right now and facing these issues 
right now, and knowing that 
there are also a lot of  people out 
there going through this expe-
rience who do have to report, 
it kind of  made me freak out a 
little bit and get really angry,” 

WU Greek 
life speaks 
out about 
the Safe 
Campus Act
RACHEL KATZIN
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

SEE GREEK, PAGE 2
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November 17
Lost or stolen property—Lost or stolen 
property: Phone stolen in restroom. Loss 
$330. 
Disposition: Pending 

MONDAY 23
Immunology Program - Research Seminar 
Series 
Connor Auditorium, Farrell Learning and 
Teaching Center, 4:15 p.m.
Dr. Lebbie Lenschow speaks about differen-
tial functions of ISG15 during viral pathogen-
esis.

TUESDAY 24
Department of Molecular Microbiology 
McDonnell Medical Sciences Building, Cori 
Auditorium, noon
Akhil B. Vaidya speaks about new antimalari-
al drugs with novel modes of action.

EVENT
CALENDAR

POLICE
BEAT

QUOTE
OF THE DAY

“My go-to tactic 
for Thanksgiving 
day 
awkwardness 
is to constantly 
eat. You can’t 
reply to anything 
anyone says 
if you’re 
chewing on dry 
turkey. This is 
foolproof, but 
unfortunately 
we all can’t eat 
forever (even 
if my meal 
point balance 
does indicate 
otherwise).”
- Aaron Brezel, 
Senior Sports 
Editor

Local experts explored 
the U.S.’s response to 
the four million Syrian 
refugees seeking asylum 
globally and Missouri’s 
low rate of  passport issu-
ance in a panel on the 
global refugee crisis.

The panel, a Town Hall 
event hosted by interna-
tional and area studies 
honorary Sigma Iota Rho 
Thursday afternoon, came 
as one of  many debates 
nationwide as at least 28 
United States governors 
have vocally opposed 
admitting refugees to their 
respective states.

The discussion took 
on a historical perspec-
tive as participants 
evaluated the situation in 
Syria in the context of  ref-
ugee crises throughout the 
last century. It also sought 
to frame recent events as 
they relate to the St. Louis 
community. 

Panelists included Anna 
Crosslin, president and 
CEO of  the International 
Institute of  St. Louis; 
Blake Hamilton, work-
force solutions program 
manager of  the Institute; 
Arif  Haque, immigra-
tion attorney at Border 

Crossing Law Firm; and 
Pat Joshu, executive 
director of  Immigrant & 
Refugee Women’s Program 
(IRWP).

The discussion began by 
outlining the differences 
between refuge, asylum 
and internal displace-
ment, which, according 
to Crosslin, are important 
distinctions to make.

“It’s a worldwide refu-
gee crisis—60 million 
people are displaced out-
side of  their homes. Of  
those, 20 million people 
of  them are refugees and, 
as we said a moment 
ago, that means they are 
outside their country,” 
Crosslin said. “Forty mil-
lion of  them then are 
internally displaced. Of  
that population, the largest 
groups are right now the 
Syrians and the Iraqis.”

Panelists also discussed 
the historical precedence 
of  refugee crises in the 
United States. 

“In the late 1940s, the 
policy was that you had 
to be a European refugee,” 
Haque explained. “Then 
later, it was expanded to 
communist regimes. But 
it wasn’t until 1980 that 
the U.S. adopted the U.N. 
definition of  refugee into 
the law.”

Joshu also commented 
on the progress throughout 
the years in raising aware-
ness about the refugee 
situation despite the recent 
backlash that refugees have 
gained.

“When I started [IRWP] 
10 years ago, we had 20 
students, and now I have 
120 today,” Joshu said. 
“Because whatever the 
story is, it’s got their atten-
tion, and it has made them 
stop and think, and they’re 
looking at how they can 
make a difference.”

Hamilton emphasized 
the historical role of  the 
United States in aiding 
refugees worldwide, which 
he believes it is a key fac-
tor when talking about the 
crisis.

“The United States is 
the single largest resettler 
of  refugees in the United 
Nations’ system of  refugee 
resettlement and that point 
has been lost in discus-
sions recently,” Hamilton 
noted. 

When the time came to 
discuss the role St. Louis 
plays in the refugee cri-
sis, panelists highlighted 
some of  the difficulties of  
this process, especially in 
light of  the recent tragedy 
in Paris, which sparked 
a nationwide debate on 

refugee policy.
“One of  the statistics 

that always sends a chill 
up my spine is when I tell 
people that Missouri is 
the state that has one of  
the lowest rates of  pass-
port issuance per 1,000 in 
the nation,” Crosslin said. 
“Once again, that trans-
lates to people who don’t 
have a global perspective 
because they haven’t lived 
or traveled, they don’t 
know people who are 
foreign-born and we’ve 
seen the outcome of  this 
in the last couple of  days 
in negativity, in Missouri 
particularly, and outstate 
Missouri, but even here in 
St. Louis.”

During the Q&A sec-
tion, Crosslin also noted 
that France, even after the 
bombings that occurred 
on Nov. 13, will continue 
to house refugees as previ-
ously promised. 

Sophomore Iliana 
Ragnone was surprised 
to learn about the pro-
cess that refugees have to 
undergo to be resettled.

“It was really interesting 
to hear the perspectives of  
people who have seen dif-
ferent types of  situation,” 
Ragnone said. “It’s cool to 
see that no one story is the 
same as the next one.”

Panel draws campus attention 
to worldwide refugee crisis

ALBERTO FARINO
STAFF REPORTER
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Panelists discuss what classifies someone as a refugee during the beginning of the “In a Strange Land: The Refugee Experience in the 
United States” panel on Thursday evening in the DUC’s Tisch Commons. The event was sponsored by Sigma Iota Rho Honor Society.
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Cox said.
Cox believes that the 

Safe Campus Act ignores 
the responsibility of  uni-
versities to address the 
increasing issue of  colle-
giate sexual assault.

“It all starts on a cam-
pus. Ultimately, there is 
something about campus 
culture and campus life,” 
Cox said. “I think to just 
completely remove it 
from the school would be 
almost removing the fact 
that it happened on the 
campus, and it would take 
away that aspect, which is 
a pretty big factor in it and 
needs to be addressed as 
well.” 

According to the 
authors of  the act, the 
required involvement of  
law enforcement is meant 
to protect due process of  
the accused. However, no 
such requirements exist for 
other illegal actions perpe-
trated within university 
campuses, such as non-
sexual assault, harassment 
and theft, among others.

Supporters of  the bill 
cite a perceived lack of  due 
process in campus judicial 
proceedings and say that 
police involvement would 

streamline the investi-
gation process, thereby 
ensuring a fair outcome.

Washington University 
Sigma Nu president, 
junior Adam Glassl, says 
that he recognizes both the 
advantages and disadvan-
tages of  the Safe Campus 
Act, but believes that the 
legislation would have 
little impact within the 
University community.

“My thought is that it 
probably wouldn’t have too 
much of  an effect, because 
Wash. U. has such a very 
good set of  resources for 
sexual assault victims,” 
Glassl said. “My personal 
take on the legislation is 
that it allows the police to 
get involved in an investi-
gation while still allowing 
any resources to sexual 
assault victims, so there’s 
nothing that would keep a 
sexual assault victim from 
accessing all the different 
resources that Wash. U. 
has to offer.” 

Initially, the North-
American Interfraternity 
Conference and the 
National Panhellenic 
Conference supported the 
legislation through finan-
cial and vocal support 

for lobbyist groups. In 
response to opposition 
from individual Greek 
organizations, how-
ever, both organizations 
reversed their positions on 
the bill.

The Alpha Phi 
International Executive 
Board and Executive 
Office Staff  issued the first 
statement against the Safe 
Campus Act, in which 
they firmly stated their 
belief  that sexual assault 
survivors should have the 
freedom to report cases 
in the way they feel most 
comfortable.

“They should have their 
own voice and the support 
and encouragement they 
need to move forward, 
including reporting as they 
choose to,” the statement 
said. 

It also emphasized 
the importance of  the 
University taking respon-
sibility for creating 
and maintaining a safe 
campus.

“We believe universities 
should remain account-
able for the safety of  their 
campuses and should 
continue to raise the bar 
to ensure that they report 

and respond to crimes and 
keep students safe. Their 
ability to do so should not 
be diminished,” the state-
ment said.

Cox believes that the 
Safe Campus Act would 
have an impact within the 
WU community because 
it would discourage many 
parties, particularly those 
who from reporting cases 
of  sexual assault.

“I think it very much 
does protect the per-
son that’s committing 
the crime, because auto-
matically there will be 
people that are too scared 
to report to law enforce-
ment. There will be those 
who feel marginalized by 
law enforcement to begin 
with, because they are a 
woman, because they are 
a person of  color, because 
there is something that the 
institution historically has 
said ‘We can’t help you’ 
or ‘We don’t want to help 
you,’” Cox said.

The bill is currently 
awaiting approval by the 
Senate Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor 
and Pensions before going 
to a full vote in the House 
of  Representatives.
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There are a plethora of  
youth movements happen-
ing in Missouri and the 
rest of  the nation. This 
one happens to be on the 
Washington University 
Field House hardwood. 

On Saturday night, the 
Washington University 
men’s basketball team rode 
the hot hand of  sophomore 
Andrew Sanders and his 
fresh-faced supporting cast 
to cruise to a 78-62 vic-
tory over Johns Hopkins 
University and capture the 
Bears 17th-straight team 
title in the 32nd annual 
Lopata Classic. 

To reach the tournament 
finals, the Red and Green 
cruised past Pomona-Pitzer 
Colleges 87-65 on Friday 
night.

Leading the charge for 
Wash. U. on Saturday were 
a cast of  sophomores and 
juniors, most of  whom were 
taking advantage of  their 
first extended minutes of  
their college careers. Chief  
among them was Sanders, 
who set career highs in 
points and rebounds with 
19 and 17, respectively. 
Sanders was awarded the 
Robert L. Burnes Most 
Valuable Player award for 
his efforts in the Lopata 
Classic. Last year, Sanders 
scored nine points all 
season. 

Behind Sanders, soph-
omore center David 
Schmelter chipped in a 
career-high 13 points and 
eight boards in 21 minutes. 
Junior forward Clinton 
Hooks struggled from the 
field against Johns Hopkins, 
shooting 3-12, but salvaged 
his night by hitting all eight 
of  his free throws for a 
career-high 16 points and 
team-high six assists. The 
relative youth of  the start-
ing rotation has not been 
lost on the athletes. 

“We lost a lot of  key 
players last year and that 
really gave us young guys 
a chance to step up and 
really get our opportunity,” 
Sanders said. “We’re just 
making the most of  it and 
having fun.”

The expanded role of  
many of  the younger Bears, 
including sophomore 
guards Kevin Kucera and 
Jake Knupp (30 minutes, 
14 minutes), would likely 
not have occurred without 
the departure of  four-fifths 
of  the Bears starting five. 
Forward Matt Palucki 
graduated after last season, 
ranked 13th all-time in total 
points for Wash. U., third 
in rebounds and second 
in free throw percentage. 
In his senior year, Palucki 
led the team in points and 
rebounds. His frontcourt 
counterpart, forward Nick 
Burt, became a major offen-
sive factor in his senior 
year, averaging 14.2 points 

a game and provided inte-
rior defense for the lineup. 
Point guard David Fatoki 
finished his final season 
as one of  the top distribu-
tors in NCAA division III 
with 7.6 assists per game, 
good enough for third in the 
league. Fatoki is currently 
continuing his basketball 
career overseas as the start-
ing point guard for UCAM 
Murcia II in the fourth divi-
sion of  the Spanish EBA. 
Finally center/forward 
Mitch Styczynski chose 
not to play this year in his 
senior season due to aca-
demic commitments.  

Through all the ros-
ter turnover, there is 
one familiar face—
senior shooting guard 
Luke Silverman-Lloyd. 
Silverman-Lloyd was one 
of  the new non-seniors to 
receive extended minutes 
and spent much of  last year 
as the primary sharpshooter 
for the Bears, hitting 47.2 
percent of  his threes. This 
season, the sudden vet-
eran struggled to find 
consistency through first 
two games, but caught fire 
from behind the arc against 
the Blue Jays, sinking 4-5 
from range and contributing 
14 points overall.  

Still, with only one return 
player from their start-
ing five, it was no wonder 
that the Bears entered the 
season unranked for only 
the second time since the 
2006-2007 season. Against 
the Blue Jays on Saturday, 
the Bears did their best to 
reassert themselves as a 
dominant program. 

Wash. U. sprinted out 
of  the gate to an early 14-1 
lead thanks to a quartet of  
three-pointers from Hooks, 
Kucera and Silverman-
Lloyd. After that early 
success, however, it was 
the interior play that would 
buoy the Bears. The Red 
and Green went 6-20 on 
two-point shots in the first 
half  but pulled down 11 
offensive boards—seven 
from Sanders—for 10 sec-
ond chance points to the 
Jay’s 0. 

“I think their zone 
defense really opened up 
some offensive rebounding 
opportunities for me and a 
lot of  the kids on my team,” 
Sanders said.

Sanders had plenty of  
room to work in the inte-
rior, finishing the half  with 

a double-11 points and 10 
rebounds. Periodically, 
chants of  “Colonel 
Sanders” emanated from 
the crowd 

“That’s one of  my many 
nicknames,” Sanders said. 
“I think it’s funny; I don’t 
know. I love the student sec-
tion over there—they really 
keep us going during the 
games.” 

While Sanders was busy 
frying up the Blue Jays 
inside (posting and toast-
ing?), the rest of  the Bears 
fell out of  rhythm from 
range. The Bears would go 
1-7 from beyond the arc 
after their initial outburst 
and meanwhile, Johns 
Hopkins would supply a 
pair of  runs to pull within 
five by the end of  the half.

The Bears continued to 
dominate on the boards in 
the second, out-rebound-
ing the Blue Jays 23-12. 
Schmelter, who had a quiet 
first half, chipped in all 13 
of  his points in the second 
half. Points 10 and 11 came 
on a contested layup off  an 
assist by Sanders. Sanders 
to Schelter, a combination 
you would have never heard 
last year. 

When the score prompted 
a time-out by Johns 
Hopkins, the Who’s “Baba 
O’Riley” played over the 
stereo as if  to underline the 
youth taking over the Field 
House.     

The Bears would extend 
their lead to as much as 20 
before settling in for the 
16-point victory. 

A day earlier, it was a 
different cast of  players 
providing the spark for the 
Red and Green. Knupp 
and junior guard Michael 
Bregman led the team with 
16 and 15 minutes respec-
tively. The two guards led 
an offense that shot 51.9 
percent from the field and 
capitalized on 30 points off  
turnovers. 

“We really get to play as a 
team,” Sanders said. “Every 
night it’s different people 
stepping up.”

With the pair of  wins, the 
Bears are now 3-0 on their 
young season. For their 
next game, the Bears will 
travel to Louisville, Ky., to 
square off  against Spalding 
University on Friday, Nov. 
27, before heading north 
to play Hanover College in 
Indianapolis, Ind., two days 
later.    

Senior departures clear way for Sanders, youth to take center stage
AARON BREZEL
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

BRIAN BENTON | STUDENT LIFE

The Wash. U. Bears face off against University of Chicago this past February. The men’s basketball 
team has won its first three games of the season after winning both games of the Lopata Classic at 
home this weekend.

SPORTS
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The gossipy antics, 
exaggerated drama and 
girlie cat fights of  “The 
Real Housewives” has 
found its place at Wash. 
U.—no, hopefully not on 
your freshman floor—in 
the form of  WUTV’s 
latest series, “The Real 
Suitemates of  the South 
40,” a comedic parody of  
the hit Bravo television 
franchise. Featuring four 
distinct personalities—
Claire (Reede Goldberg, 
freshman), Brittani (Mari 
Hattenbach, freshman), 
Shadow (Alex Rutherford, 
freshman) and Morgan 
(Lindsay Tracy, sopho-
more)—the five-minute 
pilot episode shows what 
unfolds when all four girls 
try to catch the attention 
of  the hot Residential 
Advisor visiting their suite 
for a “suite-on-one.”  

Those who watch any 
of  the “Real Housewives” 
series (whether they 
would openly admit it or 
not) will recognize the 
style: quick back-and-forth 
dialogue, short talking 
heads with each character 
and shots that pan over 
other cameras and equip-
ment for a reality-show 
feel. While the show is 
scripted, the goal is for it 

to appear like the melo-
dramatic “reality” that 
characterizes “The Real 
Housewives” instead of  
morphing into a sitcom. 

“We wanted to recreate 
it as a parody as closely 
as we could, but we also 
wanted it to be funny 
and relatable,” business 
manager of  WUTV and 
co-executive producer of  
“The Real Suitemates of  
the South 40” Ross Arkin, 
junior, said. “Not only the 
style of  it, but things like 
the logo and the graphics 
are all taken right from 
the show, so that people 
who watch really get what 
we’re doing.”

The show is part of  
WUTV’s new direc-
tion this year to include 
more serialized content, 
similar to the new “Wash 
U News.” The writing so 
far has been a collabora-
tive effort, with the pilot 
written by Evan Gates 
(freshman) and Alexander 
Chen (freshman), as well 
as Hattenbach and Tracy. 
Arkin notes that the group 
is working toward improv-
ing the writing, with the 
first episode serving more 
as a proof-of-concept. 

“One of  the first things 
we did in formulating 
concepts was made sure 
we understood all of  the 
motifs of  the ‘Housewives’ 

show,” Gates, co-executive 
producer and director of  
the pilot episode, said. 
“I actually sat down 
and watched more ‘Real 
Housewives’ than I ever 
thought I would. The 
interviews, the music, the 
way the characters act, the 
situations they’re put in 
and the whole exaggera-
tion of  things—we took 
that and put our own spin 
on it.”

The video quickly 
became one of  WUTV’s 
top five most-watched vid-
eos of  all time, breaking 
1000 views on YouTube 
in less than a week. Arkin 

and Gates note that 
they are working toward 
streamlining production 
so that different students 
are writing scripts for 
future episodes far in 
advance, with the oppor-
tunity to then direct their 
own episodes. The second 
episode, written by Tracy, 
will come out during read-
ing week and the third 
episode, written by Chen, 
will be released early next 
semester. 

“The episode in January 
will be about sorority 
recruitment, and another 
idea we’re working on for 
the future is an episode 

shot entirely on the circ,” 
Arkin said.

While the personalities 
of  the main four charac-
ters will carry throughout 
the series, the episodes 
are designed as one-offs, 
without an overarching 
plotline connecting them. 
Gates says that this will 
allow the team more cre-
ativity as they solidify the 
concept and also make it 
easier for other students to 
engage with their work. 

To the skeptics out 
there, Arkin says to stay 
tuned: “There’s more 
to these characters than 
you’ve seen so far—we’ve 

come up with intricate 
backstories for each one 
of  them, and things will 
begin to get moderately 
deeper as time goes on. 
We’re also looking into 
taking advantage of  the 
reality format to get more 
meta.” 

To watch the pilot 
episode, visit WUTV’s 
YouTube channel. 

Editor’s Note: Lindsay 
Tracy is a writer and star 
of  “The Real Suitemates 
of  the South 40” and 
is the Copy Chief  for 
Student Life. She was not 
involved in the writing or 
editing of  this story.

New WUTV series brings “Real Housewives” drama to the South 40 
ERICA SLOAN
CULTURE EDITOR

ELENA WANDZILAK
TV EDITOR

KENDALL CARROLL
MUSIC EDITOR

This holiday season, be 
thankful for Adele and her 
ability to make you feel 
nostalgic for people and 
emotions you didn’t even 
know you had. You’ll find 
yourself  belting out ballads 
about love and heartbreak 
like you wrote the lyrics 
yourself. And you will be 
grateful that Adele is always 
there to sing the song of  
your heart, so you don’t 
have to.

From “Hello,” the first 
track on “25,” Adele’s third 
studio album, she invokes 
the beautiful and haunting 
melodies that have become 
synonymous with Adele her-
self. This first song, which 
was also the first single 
released off  of  the new 
album, sets up the nostalgic 
tone that continues for the 
entire album. 

“Hello” reaches out to an 
ex-lover long after the rela-
tionship has ended. Now on 
the “other side,” Adele tries 
to once again reach out to 
the ex and belts, “To tell you 
I’m sorry, for breaking your 
heart.” Adele’s location in 
this song – “the other side” 
– isn’t specific to “Hello,” 
but, in fact, finds its way 
into most of  the tracks on 
the album. Adele has always 
come across as mature, both 
in her lyrics and presence 
as a performer, but now 27 
years old and a mother her-
self, she has stepped into her 
mid 20s with poise, grace 
and the ability to look back 
on her younger self  with the 

clarity that translates into 
eleven tracks of  modern 
maturity. 

The album’s nostalgia 
comes through in the soulful 
style of  the music itself—a 
departure from the upbeat 
pop music that dominates 
the Top 40 radio stations—
as well as in the lyrics. In 
“River Lea,” Adele admits 
that she “can’t go back” to 
the River Lea (a Thames 
tributary in England) and 
in “Million Years Ago,” she 
admits “I miss it when/Life 
was a party to be thrown/
But that was a million years 
ago.” 

Nostalgia is most pres-
ent on “When We Were 
Young,” the album’s fourth 
track. Here, Adele laments, 
“This reminds me/Of when 
we were young… We were 
sad of  getting old/It made 
us restless.” The past is 
idealized and there is a fear 
of  getting old and what is 
to come. In fact, she sings, 
“I’m so mad I’m getting 
old.” 

Much of  the lyrics on this 
track and others seem to 
fondly look back on youth 
and worry about the present 
and the future. On “All I 
Ask,” she asks, “What if  I 
never love again?” and on 
“River Lea” she expresses 
doubts about who she is 
now. If  you want to sit and 
think about everything you 
should have done but didn’t, 
give tracks “I Miss You,” 
“River Lea,” and “Million 
Years Ago” a good listen.

But this album is not just 
the past or how you can 
never be who you used to 

be. It also celebrates growing 
into one’s self  and allows 
Adele to have a little bit of  
fun. On track two, “Send 
My Love (To Your Lover),” 
she sings, “We both know 
we ain’t kids no more,” 
a sentiment that is more 
than expressed in the other 
tracks, but this one comes 
wrapped in a more fun 
and upbeat track, where 
Adele celebrates moving 
on. “Remedy” also diverges 
from nostalgic Adele and 
expresses a desire to be 
someone’s remedy to his or 
her pain. 

My favorite tracks on “25” 
are “Hello,” “When We 
Were Young” and, finally, 
“Water Under the Bridge.” 
The first two had been 
released with music videos 
before the album came out, 
and the latter will also get its 
own music video shortly, as 
the teaser has been released. 

“Water Under the Bridge” 
departs from the slow bal-
lads that populate the album 
and makes you feel like you 
are also stuck in a relation-
ship because someone won’t 
let the relationship die. 
Throughout a listen to “25,” 
it’s easy to get pulled into the 
emotion of  the songs and to 
look back on your own life 
and relationships through an 
Adele-lens. 

Will “25” inspire 
you to call your ex this 
Thanksgiving and apologize, 
or will you just let it be water 
under the bridge? Better 
yet, just let Adele do it for 
you and spend your holiday 
break listening to “25” on 
repeat. 

25
by Adele

Songs to download:
‘HELLO,’ 

‘WATER UNDER THE BRIDGE,’ 

‘WHEN WE WERE YOUNG’

STARRING KRYSTEN RITTER,  

DAVID TENNANT

The Marvel cinematic 
universe is getting a little 
complicated at this point. Even 
as a dedicated comic nerd, I 
find myself taking at least half  
an hour to explain a “quick 
background” to the entangled 
world of superheroes usually 
necessary to understand one 
of the hundreds of movies/
TV shows/unnecessary 
references I make my friends 
endure. 

To back up, ever since the 
television masterpiece that 
was Netflix’s “Daredevil,” I 
have been eagerly awaiting the 
follow up. I did not expect, 
however, that the next Marvel 
installment to make the cut 
would be a relatively unknown 
character, and a female charac-
ter at that. 

For anyone who knew 
Jessica Jones before her televi-
sion debut, it was definitely 
a risky choice. To adapt a 
character’s storyline that deals 
with rape, murder, suicide 
and considerable amounts 
of questionable ethics is hard 
to do without alienating an 
audience with either over dra-
matics or insensitivity. In short, 
Jones was a long way from the 
Captain America-esque super-
hero that a general audience 
can usually rally behind.

So I decided to do a small 
social experiment. I gathered 
my unsuspecting friends to 
watch the pilot episode when 
the show premiered this 
weekend. 

Among them were a pho-
tographer, a political science 
major and a fellow Marvel fan. 

No background was given on 
the hero and little context was 
given for the show at all. After 
an hour of the dark, funny, 
shocking and frankly powerful 
work that was the beginning 
of “Jessica Jones,” I asked for 
opinions. The photographer 
went on about camera angles 
and use of color until she 
ran out of breath. The future 
politician gave a slightly terri-
fied smile and said, “That was 
great. I know nothing about 
what was happening, but still.” 
My partner in crime continued 
to smile excitedly at the screen, 
talking about soundtrack 
choices. 

My test’s conclusion: 
“Jessica Jones” is one of the 
best new shows out, and you 
don’t have to be into “super-
hero stuff” to enjoy what is 
just plain, good TV. Netflix 
focuses far more on the char-
acter of Jessica than any of  
her powers. Of course, we do 
get fun, subtle moments, like 
when she breaks a door chain 
as if was made of tooth floss. 
But all in all, the show is shot 
more like a film noir crossed 
with an antihero drama, with 
a little bit of psychological 
apprehension mixed in. 

Most of that is due to what 
may be the show’s best char-
acter: David Tennant’s villain 
Kilgrave. You don’t even see 
his face until the fifth episode, 
and yet, Tennant manages to 
make his presence felt in every 
moment. Through a terrify-
ingly persuasive voice and 
brief flashes of personality, 
Kilgrave is a built up in a way 
befitting a villain as disturbing 
as Tennant has created. 

But while Kilgrave may 

provide some of the best 
acting, he is definitely not 
far ahead of the other talent 
on screen. Krysten Ritter is 
a delightfully badass female 
character with real emotional 
depth. Mike Colter, as the 
“unbreakable man” Luke 
Cage, may be one of the best 
casting choices Marvel has 
made so far (which is good, as 
Cage is the next hero to have 
a Netflix series). The cast is 
fabulous, the cinematography 
is beautiful and if you want to 
get a good hang of the vibe, 
just listen to Of Monsters and 
Men’s “Thousand Eyes,” the 
show’s trailer song. 

And if all that doesn’t 
convince you to renew your 
Netflix subscription, I will 
throw in that “Jessica Jones” is 
one of the best feminist shows 
I’ve seen recently hit TV. 
With a primarily female cast 
of characters, we see realistic 
conversation, true-to-life 
behavior of women in their 
everyday and an overall feeling 
that we finally now have a 
female superhero taking the 
lead role in a compelling way. 
While characters like Black 
Widow may not have made it 
to the big screen, comic book 
fans can rejoice that “Jessica 
Jones” not only passes the 
Bechdel test with flying colors, 
but hits back hard at the dam-
sel in distress role we might 
expect from Jessica’s character 
background. 

I’m not going to spoil this 
amazing show for you, but 
I will say that if you haven’t 
made an acquaintance with 
“Jessica Jones” yet, you need 
to do some binge watching 
over Thanksgiving break.

JESSICA 
JONES

TV Review
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Head coach Jeff  Stiles 
could only summarize 
his team’s day in a short 
exclamation: “So close!”

In a tightly con-
tested 32-team field, the 
Washington University 
women’s cross coun-
try team finished fifth 
Saturday at the NCAA 
Division III Cross Country 
National Championships 
at the Lake Breeze Golf  
Club in Oshkosh, Wis.

On the legs of  five 
runners placing in the 
top 100 of  the 280-run-
ner race, the Bears 
tallied 193 points, just 
five points shy of  three-
time defending champion 
and fourth-place finisher 
Johns Hopkins University 
and 14 points behind sec-
ond-place Geneseo State 
College. The 14-point 

differential was actu-
ally smaller than the 24 
points separating Wash. 
U. and sixth-place SUNY 
Oneonta. The Red and 
Green’s aggregate time of  
1:50:04 was just five sec-
onds slower than Geneseo 
State’s.

Leading the charge for 
the Bears was senior Ellen 
Toennies, who stormed 
back from 189th place 
after the first kilometer 
and 84th place after the 
second kilometer to fin-
ish in ninth overall. The 
performance earned her 
All-America honors and 
marked the sixth indi-
vidual top-10 finish in 
Wash. U. history and third 
in a row. Toennies saved 
her best for last, running 
a season-best 6K with a 
time of  21:33.8 to pace the 
Bears in the final meet of  
her career. Stiles described 
Toennies’s development 

from a determined under-
classman to a respected 
leader.

“It’s been quite the jour-
ney, and she is not even 
remotely the same athlete 
as when she walked in 
as a freshman. It’s been 
a transformation, so to 
see where she came in as 
a freshman, she was just 
unrecognizable,” Stiles 
said. “In her sophomore 
year, over the summer, she 
just made a decision: She 
was going to be very good. 
And she just committed 
to that, so her work ethic, 
and her commitment, has 
been just incredible and 
that, I think, is a testament 
to the leaders before her. 
She’s always been some-
one who’s set the bar.”

Even with Toennis 
departing after this sea-
son, the Wash. U. women 
should continue to be in 
good shape in 2016, with 

a young core. 
Sophomore Aly Wayne 

(47th), junior Sarah Curci 
(56th), freshman Ellie 
Degen (79th) and sopho-
more Alison Lindsay 
(98th), all scored for the 
Red and Green. Though 
each experienced some 
regression from their 
times at last week’s NCAA 
Midwest Regionals, their 
performances solidified 
the Bears’ top-five team 
effort.

Wayne represents a wild 
card moving forward. She 
did not compete on the 
varsity team last season 
and in her first collegiate 
race, the NCAA Midwest 
Regionals, she raced to 
13th overall. Stiles is eager 
to discover what Wayne’s 
future may hold.

“We’re excited to find 
out. We don’t really know. 
I think it’s obviously pretty 
good, so we’re excited to 

find out what that looks 
like,” Stiles said.

The men’s team also 
landed in the top half  of  
their 32-team field, rid-
ing an at-large bid to a 
16th-place finish. Junior 
Ryan Becker earned All-
American honors, placing 
21st with a time of  24:47.6 
in the 8K race. He is just 
the seventh All-American 
in Wash. U. men’s cross-
country history.

Stiles admired the abil-
ity of  his injury-ravaged 
team to deliver despite the 
long odds.

“Man, did they lay it out 
there. Ryan Becker’s run-
ning on half  an Achilles, 
so we just battled and 
battled and battled. So to 
finish eighth in the region 
and to come out and fin-
ish 16th in the nation; 
we were ranked 28th 
coming in. So to go and 
finish 16th—again, a huge 

success,” Stiles said.
Senior Josh Clark also 

finished in the top 50 of  
the 278-person race, racing 
to 43rd overall. A pair of  
two other seniors, Adam 
Streicher (151st) and Alex 
Goldberg (165th), also 
notched points for the 
Bears, while junior Ben 
Rosenkranz (180th) final-
ized the 420-point score 
for Wash. U.

With three of  his top 
four men’s runners on the 
way out, Stiles recognizes 
that change is inevitable 
but is optimistic that it will 
lead to an even more com-
petitive team next year.

“We have a lot of  depth; 
we just have to get better. 
And we have a lot of  guys 
that are hungry, and next 
year we can be a lot better 
than we were this year,” 
Stiles said. “But it’s going 
to be about what happens 
between now and then.”

Cross country women 5th, men 16th at NCAA Championships

ROHAN GUPTA
STAFF REPORTER

MARY RICHARDSON | STUDENT LIFE

Cross-country runners participate in the UAA Conference Cross Country Championship on Nov. 1, 2014, left. Ryan Becker, right, runs in the UAA Conference Cross Country Championship 8K.  This week-
end, Becker helped the men’s team take 16th place at the NCAA Championships. This weekend, the women’s team took fifth place and the men’s team took 16th place at the NCAA Championships.

SOCCER FROM PAGE 1

Wisconsin-Whitewater 
keeper with nine shots on 
target, the goal that sent 
Wash. U. to the final four 
did not come from a white 
jersey. 

In the 41st minute, a 
UW-Whitewater defender 
attempted to clear the ball 
but ended up kicking it off  
the post and into the back 
of  the net for the only 
score of  the game.

“A goal is a goal—as 
long as the scoreboard 
goes our way, we really 
don’t mind,” Conlon 
said. “It is an own goal 
and they had a fortuitous 
bounce for us, but I also 
credit [senior] Liz Collins 
and [sophomore] Mia 
Mastriani for pressing that 
girl so hard to create that 
opportunity.”

Crist recorded one div-
ing save in the 53rd minute 
for her 11th shutout of  the 
season, tying the single-
season record. Though 
sometimes overlooked, 
the defense has been the 
backbone of  this team 
throughout the season.

“We all just know how 
each other plays, where to 
move and where to be at 
all times,” Ezratty said of  

the rapport the back line 
has developed.

While the defense has 
still not allowed a regula-
tion goal since Sept. 30, 
the unit will face by far 
their toughest challenge in 
Messiah.  

This season, the Falcons 
outscored opponents 100-3 
on their way to a 22-0-2 
record. Four players have 
scored in double figures 
for Messiah including, 
senior Nikki Elsaesser, 
whose 31 goals are more 
than the team totals 
for 228 other teams in 
Division III. The Falcons 
have also won the national 
championship five times 
in the past 10 years, most 
recently in 2012. 

Wash. U. will square off  
against Messiah in Kansas 
City on Dec. 3. The win-
ner will face either Center 
College or Williams 
College in the final on 
Dec. 4. 

“We’re gonna obviously 
celebrate, relax a little 
bit, try and spend some 
time with our families for 
Thanksgiving, come back 
and prepare hard for next 
week,” Conlon said. “But 
we will be ready.”

SKYLER KESSLER | STUDENT LIFE
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Sophomore Megan Renken gains control over the ball during Saturday’s game against Wartburg College. Renken’s goal during the 
86th minute brought the Bears to a 1-0 victory.

The women’s soccer team celebrates after its 1-0 victory over UW-Whitewater on Sunday afternoon. The Bears have advanced to the NCAA Final Four, and they will play in the semifinals on Friday, 
Dec. 4.
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1. Cleverly disguise yourself  as 
the turkey: This one will take 
some advance preparation, 
but it’ll be worth it. First, 
you’ll have to convincingly 
resemble a turkey. After 
days of  staying indoors, not 
exercising, eating fried food 
for every meal and rub-
bing pizza grease on your 
face, your skin shouldn’t be 
very different from that of  
a honey-glazed turkey (or 
ham if  your family is weird 
and into that—also appli-
cable to tofurky). Pros: You 
definitely don’t have to talk 
to your family about any-
thing. Also, you don’t have 
to worry about picking out 
an outfit that won’t make 
your grandfather uncom-
fortable. Cons: Your whole 
family will be stabbing you 
with forks, but that’s better 
than them stabbing you 
with their questions and 
judgmental glares.  
—Abby Rochman

 2. Do multiple weird things 
in rapid succession: My go-to 
tactic for Thanksgiving day 
awkwardness is to con-
stantly eat. You can’t reply 
to anything anyone says 
if  you’re chewing on dry 
turkey. This is foolproof, 
but unfortunately we all 
can’t eat forever (even if  
my meal point balance 
does indicate otherwise). 
Once you’re full, try end-
ing every question answer 
by shouting HOO-AHH a 
la Al Pacino from “Scent 
of  a Woman.” They won’t 
want to talk to you after 
about three or four of  
those. If  you get tired of  
doing impersonations, take 
a page out of  my playbook 
from 2008 and excuse 
yourself  to go to the bath-
room. You can play XBox 
for, like, an hour. People 
will just think you’re 
pooping because you ate 
so much food. Of  course, 
your mom will eventually 
find you. Once that jig is 
up, say you are refusing to 
talk because of  the recent 
discrimination against the 
mute community, you able-
ist scum! You are a college 
student, so this is normal. 
As a last resort, every time 
you get asked a question, 
spill wine on your pants 
and excuse yourself  to 
change. Note: You will 
need to own multiple pairs 
of  pants, and you will be 
wasting precious wine. 
Happy holidays.  
—Aaron Brezel

3. Only speak in Fetty Wap 
lyrics: You can start off  nor-
mally—so slowly and subtly 
that they won’t even notice. 
It starts with a casual “Hey 
what’s up hello.” For this 
particular practice, you 
might have to endure a 
bit of  human interaction 
before you’re permanently 
banished from family 
events forever because you 
told Grandma that you 
“get high with your baby 
and makes pies with your 
baby” when she asked if  
you were seeing any nice 
Jewish boys, or when 
you’re caught whispering 
to the stuffing, “Baby girl 
you’re so d--- fine though / 
I’m tryna know if  I could 
hit it from behind though.” 
 —Abby Rochman

4. Pretend to be too into 
football to talk to anyone 
ever until the game’s over: 
So I may have stolen this 
idea from Chandler on 
“Friends,” but this clas-
sic Thanksgiving aversion 
technique never fails. 
Watch grown men in tights 
and helmets tackle each 
other to the ground. Scream 
obscenities at the oppos-
ing team. Enjoy the one 
sport that literally no one 
plays except Americans...
and also Canadians, I guess 
(but does Canada really 
count, anyway?). Nothing’s 
really more American than 
sitting on the couch gorging 
yourself  while watching 
more athletic people exert 
physical energy on a televi-
sion screen, and no one 
will want to interrupt your 
concentration.  
—Ella Chochrek

5. Compliment your family 
until they feel uncomfort-
able criticizing you: Before 
any family members have 
the chance to ask you a 
question, beat them to 
the chase by immediately 
complimenting them first. 
If  an aunt starts to mention 
that you’re gaining weight 
(hey, lady, do you know 
how hard it is to keep fit 
in college? You have NO 
idea!), you should turn the 
tables by complimenting 
her. Cut her off  by express-
ing awe at how successfully 
she’s maintained her slim 
figure—you know, since 
metabolism literally slows 
down when people age 
(mention this, too, if  you’re 
feeling bold). Be the abra-
sive and annoying one first, 

in a polite manner, and 
then no one would want 
to talk to you. Go compli-
ment your great uncle on 
his turtleneck sweater. Say 
something nice about your 
cousin’s new career. Be as 
dramatic and expressive as 
you can. Let them feel bad 
to retort. Or feel too good 
about themselves to ask 
about your stuff.   
—Momo Hu

6. Just lie a lot: Do you have 
a judgmental aunt who 
questions why you aren’t 
in a relationship? Or an 
abrasive great uncle whose 
political views differ vastly 
from yours? Or maybe 
there’s a family friend who 
you don’t really know and 
would rather just not talk to 
because, well, Thanksgiving 
break is meant to be a 
break? There’s an easy 
way to make all of  these 
awkward conversations a 
little less awkward. When 
your grandma asks how 
school’s going, no need to 
tell her that your 35 percent 
on the last orgo test has you 
questioning the pre-med 
track. No, instead just tell 
her that you’re getting a 4.0 
for the semester and that all 
your classmates are super 
jealous of  your awesome-
ness. No worries, what the 
fam doesn’t know, won’t kill 
‘em. —Ella Chochrek

7. Help out in the kitchen: 
I discovered this one last 
year, and it works surpris-
ingly well. The only ones 
who want to talk to you are 
the ones who literally do 
nothing all day. Your family 
members in the kitchen 
have much bigger priorities; 
nobody cares about who 
you’re dating or what your 
major is. The only words 
they’ll say to you are recipe 
instructions. As long as 
you mash those potatoes 
and heat up the gravy, no 
one’s going to bother you 
about your personal life. 
But beware—if  you go in 
the kitchen, you can’t just 
linger. Your mom will yell 
at you to either lend a hand 
or get out of  the way. Then, 
you end up back on the 
living room couch where 
Uncle Bob wants to hear 
everything. Which is worse, 
going into gory detail about 
your day-to-day activities or 
setting the table? Plus, you 
get serious brownie points 
for “being so helpful!”  
—Ariel Kravitz

1. If  you like memoirs: 

Chelsea  
Chelsea  
Bang Bang  
by Chelsea Handler

Look, hear me out: I 
know that a) you probably 
haven’t thought about 
Chelsea Handler in a long 
time and b) she’s can be 
a polarizing figure. She 
can be mean, she used 
to have a talk show on 
a pretty vapid television 
network, and personally, 
I don’t like her stand-up 
all that much. That being 
said, she’s a really funny 
writer. It helps that she 
gets into ridiculous situ-
ations and handles them 
with her unapologetic 
personality, of  course. If  
you’ve already read Tiny 
Fey/Amy Poehler/Mindy 
Kaling’s memoirs, pick up 
one of  Handler’s books. 

2. If  you like reading plays: 

Blithe  
Spirit 

 
by Noel Coward

This play is a comedy 
about a successful novel-
ist who asks a medium to 
perform a seance in order 
to get new ideas for his next 
book. Unfortunately, she 
ends up conjuring the ghost 
of  his annoying first wife, 
which, as you can imagine, 
gets in the way of  his life 
and current marriage. Even 
though the play first opened 
in 1941, the dry, very British 
humor is still funny to the 
contemporary reader. 

3. If  you want to read more 
literary humor pieces: 

The Best of  
McSweeney’s 

This anthology was 
published in honor of  
Internet humor website 
McSweeney’s 15th anni-
versary in 2013. It includes 
short humor pieces 

by writers like George 
Saunders, John Hodgman 
and David Foster Wallace, 
to name a few. The variety 
of  material, which ranges 
from short stories to 
comics, is broken up into 
sections such as “Thrilling 
Tales” and “The Unwritten 
Stories of  F. Scott 
Fitzgerald.” It also includes 
writing from international 
authors, which you don’t 
always see in American 
humor anthologies. 

4. If  you like interviews that 
are combined with advice  
from comedians: 

Poking a 
Dead Frog  
by Mike Sacks

The title of  this book 
comes from a paraphrased 
E.B. White quote, which 
goes along the lines of, 
“Analyzing humor is like 
dissecting a frog. Few 
people are interested and 
the frog dies of  it.” Sacks 
does exactly that by inter-
viewing comedians about 

the technical aspects of  
writing comedy. It’s broken 
up into three categories: 
interviews, pure hard core 
advice, and ultra-specific 
comedic knowledge. It gives 
a well-rounded view of  the 
industry, whether you’re 
interested in pursuing com-
edy as a career or if  you’re 
just interested in ripping 
apart the (metaphoric) frog. 

5. If  you want to learn about 
the writing process in detail: 

How to  
Write Funny  
by Scott Dikkers 

This guide is written by 
Scott Dikkers, who was 
the original creator of  The 
Onion (back when it oper-
ated out of  a college dorm 
in Madison, Wisc.). This 
is useful if  you’re trying to 
practice your own writing, 
or even if  you’re just curious 
about the process of  writing 
clever and concise satirical 
articles (seriously, how do 
people at The Onion do it 
so well every time?).  

The funny pages: 5 books to make you laugh over break
RIMA PARIKH
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR

Thanksgiving means food, fun 

and, of course, uncomfortable 

interrogations by family members 

about your day-to-day life. You 

know the drill: How’s school? Who 

are you dating? What are you 

going to do after you graduate? 

You know that’s coming up, right? 

Tell me about those silly Facebook 

photos of you peeing on a fire 

hydrant! But what if there were a 

way to circumvent these moments 

altogether? Here are some 

ways we recommend avoiding 

conversations with your family. 

Note: Try these at your own risk. 

SCENE
WAYS TO AVOID 
ENGAGING IN 

UNCOMFORTABLE 
CONVERSATION WITH 
YOUR FAMILY DURING 

THANKSGIVING DINNER
Scene Staff
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O
n Nov. 9, 2015, 
ESPN ran 
the headline 
“Russell 

Westbrook claims he has 
never heard of  Lil B, the 
rapper says Westbrook 
looks like a sandwich” on 
its website. The source for 
all things sports, or even 
remotely related to sports, 
ESPN “make[s] it possible 
to turn on your TV and 
have sports come out, just 
like turning on your faucet 
and have water come out,” 
Bob Thompson, director 
of  the Bleier Center for 
Television and Popular 
Culture at Syracuse 
University, said in a USA 
Today article. Within the 
deluge of  programming, the 
network’s content becomes 
endlessly repetitive and 
lacks quality. SportsCenter, 
the flagship program of  
ESPN, most days is essen-
tially anything you could 
ever know about the NFL 
and LeBron James, with a 
side of  some other sports 
right before the commercial 
break. ESPN could care less 
on delivering quality sports 
news.

The company used to 
deliver fantastic sports jour-
nalism through Grantland, 
a website that some of  
the best writers in sports 
and pop culture wrote 
for. Grantland was one of  
the few places to produce 
long-form sports and pop-
culture news, but it didn’t 
have enough hits or profit 
for ESPN to continue it. 
Today, we are surrounded 
by click-bait journalism, 
but Grantland’s defining 
characteristic came at odds 
with sustainable finances, 
and ESPN proved that jour-
nalism and business do not 
mix. The gold standard of  
sports media is gone with 

few suitors to replace it.
I sincerely hope that the 

gold standard will return 
with VICE Sports and 
similar websites. VICE is 
trying to deliver character-
driven stories, as opposed 
to event-driven or game-
driven stories that ESPN 
is endlessly filled with. 
Shows will examine what 
players do on their days off, 
the lives of  retired players, 
super fans, superstars in the 
making and other off-the-
field topics. It is trying to 
bring back sports features 
that discuss more than what 
happens during games.

For instance, I recently 
watched a clip on P.K. 
Subban, defenseman for the 
Montreal Canadiens, who 
is seen as one of  the bul-
lies in the NHL. I should 
preface this by acknowledg-
ing that I am a die-hard 
Boston Bruins fan and had 
true distaste for Subban 
prior to watching this clip. 
Then I learned that Subban 
will be donating a total 
of  $10 million from his 
eight-year, $72-million deal 
over the next seven years 
to the Montreal Children’s 
Hospital foundation, which 
is the largest philanthropic 
commitment by a sports 
figure in Canadian history. 
I learned more in roughly 
eight minutes about his life 
and his goals outside of  
hockey than from anything 
I’ve read about him through 
ESPN. Unsurprisingly, 
there are tons of  interesting 
feature stories on athletes 
that we never hear on 
ESPN while they’re too 
busy discussing how to set 
your fantasy football lineup.

At the end of  the day, 
ESPN is a business and 
panders for profit with 
its click-bait journalism. 
What’s surprising is our 
own media outlet, Student 
Life, also fails to deliver 
quality sports journalism. 

While Student Life doesn’t 
cover scandals by athletes, 
as they lack the opportunity 
to do so, Student Life does 
little more than report on 
the outcome of  games. 

Most students here have 
little interest in sports, 
as we’re not a Division 
I school. This doesn’t 
diminish the accomplish-
ments or efforts of  any 
of  the athletes here, but it 
does contribute to a culture 
that cares very little about 
sports. I follow sports very 
closely, but do little more 
than glance at Student 
Life sport’s coverage. With 
the exception of  a sports 
feature every now and then, 
all that is mentioned is 
statistics and outcomes. In 
order to interest the casual 
sports fan, which is the 
majority of  the population 
at Washington University, 
coverage on what athletes 
do off  the field should be 
expanded.

Like professional ath-
letes, there’s so much more 
to the athletes here than 
what they do on the field. 
For example, the recent 
article on Allison Zastrow 
mentioned little more than 
her accomplishments on the 
court. The casual fan would 
love to know what moti-
vated her to start playing 
or what she does beyond 
volleyball. Connecting with 
athletes on a personal level 
is what brings people to 
games.

Moving away from the 
regurgitation of  statistics 
that scare away the casual 
fan will contribute to a 
culture that actually cares 
about sports. Far more fans 
will come out to games 
because they’ll know ath-
letes beyond just what they 
did in last week’s game. 
Like with ESPN, I’ll start 
following our own sport’s 
coverage when it expands 
beyond the bare bones.

The degradation of quality 
sports journalism

MAX BASH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

EDITORIAL CARTOON

T
hanksgiving is 
upon us again, 
and in honor of  
the season, our 

editorial board has com-
piled a list of  things we’re 
truly thankful for in our 
lives and at Washington 
University.

Megan Magray 
—Editor-in-Chief

I’m thankful for an 
unseasonably warm 
November and the lack 
of  snow thus far. Thanks, 
global warming! Hats off  
to you (literally).

Noah Jodice  
—Associate Editor

I’m thankful for the egg 
sandwiches in Bear’s Den. 
I may be a junior living far 
away from the warm, eggy 
center of  the South 40, but 
I still think about them all 
the time. In fact, I might 

go get one as soon as I fin-
ish writing these words.

Aaron Brezel  
—Sports Editor

I am thankful for the 
orgo exam the Monday 
before Thanksgiving 
instead of  the Monday 
after. This way when I 
excuse myself  from the 
table to avoid talking to 
relatives and I can play 
Halo instead of  reading 
my textbook.

Sarah Hands  
—Managing Editor

I’m thankful for Cholula 
hot sauce and the fact that 
it goes great with eggs and 
tacos and pretty much 
everything else because 
when it’s 2 a.m. and I’m 
too hungry to fall asleep 
but too sleepy to actually 
cook. It’s good to know 
that I can make an egg 

tortilla, cover it in Cholula 
and pretend that I’m an 
adult. 

Katharine Jaruzelski  
—Managing Editor

I’m thankful for 
Doughocracy on the 
Delmar Loop, for filling 
the pizza-shaped hole in 
my Jersey Girl heart. The 
area around Wash. U. 
has been sorely lacking 
in pizza options that are 
neither mass-produced 
nor covered in Provel 
“cheese,” so I greatly 
appreciate Doughocracy’s 
delicious pies.

Wesley Jenkins  
—Forum Editor

This year more than 
ever I’m thankful for 
the extreme privilege we 
enjoy on this campus and 
the new perspectives it 
continually provides. I’m 

thankful for every new and 
unique person I meet and 
enjoy being with. And as 
always, I’m thankful for 
coffee.

Zach Kram  
—Longform Editor

I’m thankful to the 
always-friendly workers at 
the 1853 Diner for being 
wonderful conversational-
ists every afternoon and 
sneaking me some extra 
fries when I look tired.

Mark Matousek  
—Cadenza Editor

I’m thankful that I get to 
spend one more semester 
with the wonderful people 
I’ve met at Washington 
University, and that my 
Notre Dame Fighting Irish 
survived a scare against a 
three-win Boston College 
team to keep their playoff  
hopes alive.

Manvitha Marni  
—Managing Editor

I’m thankful for all of  
the creative outlets I’ve 
been able to explore at 
Wash. U. As an engineer-
ing student, it’s nice to be 
able to take classes and 
participate in extracur-
riculars that force me 
to learn new skills from 
video-making to dissect-
ing a memoir. 

Rima Parikh  
—Scene Editor

I’m thankful for every-
one at Student Health 
Services. Despite the crap 
they get from students, 
they do a lot. Every time 
I run in and hyperventi-
late about “the sniffles” 
or “internal bleeding, 
question mark???” or “my 
hands are falling off, I 
think,” they remind me 
that I’m (probably) going 

to be okay. I’d definitely 
be a puddle without them. 

Lindsay Tracy  
—Copy Chief

This Thanksgiving, 
I’m thankful for my Res 
College: Koenig/Liggett. 
I love that I can play 
hide-and-go-seek in your 
basement and that nobody 
questions me when I bring 
all my film equipment 
through the halls. Ubuntu!

Maddie Wilson  
—Managing Editor

This year, I’m thankful 
for the great academic 
and career advisors who 
have gone out of  their 
way to make sure I’m not 
just surviving, but doing 
well. Thanks for listen-
ing to me ramble about 
my class schedule and 
my crazy family in equal 
measure.

Saying thanks this holiday season
STAFF EDITORIAL

SHERRY XU | STUDENT LIFE
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Internship Opportunities

Part-time Student Assistant
Washington University Brown School- 
Deadline 11/24

Intern
Ken Stuckenschneider Interior Design- 
Deadline 11/25

2016 Summer - Finance Intern Program
Aetna- Deadline 11/27

College Financial Representative
Northwestern Mutual Financial Network - 
Deadline 11/27

Consumer Frauds and Protection Bureau – 
Student Assistant – Albany
Office of the New York State Attorney 
General- Deadline 11/27

Internship
Perfect Storm Entertainment- Deadline 
11/27

March for Babies Intern
March of Dimes- Deadline 11/27

Multiple Positions (Full-time/Intern)
THE FIZZ- Deadline 11/27

Spring Student Volunteer
U.S. Department of the Treasury- Deadline 
11/27

Staff Accountant
F-stop- Deadline 11/27

2016 Goldman Sachs Private Wealth 
Management -Summer Associate
Goldman Sachs- Deadline 11/29

Global Student Internships
HSBC- Deadline 11/29

Investment banking Summer Analyst
Union Square Advisors- Deadline 11/29

OTM Marketing Intern
Washington University in St. Louis- 
Deadline 11/29

Full-Time Opportunities

Multiple Positions 
Energy Solutions- Deadline 11/24

Executive Editor for Institutional 
Effectiveness 
Savannah College of Art and Design- 
Deadline 11/24

Financial Sales Executive 
IMCA Capital- Deadline 11/24

Marketing Lead 
Industrious- Deadline 11/24

Program Administrator 
Course Hero, Inc.- Deadline 11/24

Programmer Extraordinaire 
Expensify- Deadline 11/24

CDC Research Fellow in Statistics (ORISE) 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
- Deadline 11/25

Engine Designer - Mechanical Engineer 
Mainstream Engineering- Deadline 11/25

Family Teachers 
Mooseheart Child City and School, Inc.- 
Deadline 11/25

Junior Designer 
Ken Stuckenschneider Interior Design- 
Deadline 11/25

Multiple Engineering Positions 
Mainstream Engineering- Deadline 11/25

Multiple Analyst Positions
Capital One- Deadline 11/25

Valuation Analyst 
Teknos Associates LLC- Deadline 11/25

Analyst, Investment Team
Stamos Capital Partners- Deadline 11/26

Associate Consultant 
Dore Partnership- Deadline 11/26

Community Organizer For Social Change 
Direct Action and Research Training (DART) 
Center- Deadline 11/26

Graphic Designer 
GFI Digital, Inc.- Deadline 11/26

Press Officer 
Renaissance Capital LLC- Deadline 11/26

Featured Upcoming Job & Internship Deadlines

FROM PASSION SPRINGS PURPOSE
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FROM PASSION SPRINGS PURPOSE

My goal... starting my own contemporary womenswear company.

I worked as a Design 
Intern for Kate Spade 
New York in their Ready-
to-Wear Department.

Sarah’s advice: “When you make an effort to do the things that don’t seem 

important, your supervisors will be more willing to give you more responsibility.”

This Week’s Opportunities             Events
Google

Kitebridge, Inc.

Intel Corporation

US Dept. of State

Equifax

AXA Advisors

KPMG LLP

PublicRelay

St. Patrick Center

Macedon Technologies 

NOVEMBER 23
Career Early Action

NOVEMBER 24
International Student Seminar: Ways of  
the World

DECEMBER 1
Career Early Action

DECEMBER 2
Strategic Communications:  
Winter Break Strategy

Being Co-Editor-in-Chief of Armour magazine 
was a large part of my WashU story.

Getting to know myself...
The fashion program at 
WashU helped influence 
my career by confirming 
that pattern making and 
design is my true passion.  
Furthermore, I became co-
editor-in-chief of Armour 
magazine, which was a large 
part of my WashU story. 
Armour gave me a chance to 
explore more editorial work, 
photography, graphic design 
and leadership positions.

Bringing my story to life...
My usual approach to any 
job or internship is starting 
early – being able to get 
recruiters and HR personnel 
to familiarize themselves with 
your name (even if it’s through 
email) is the best way to have 
an in to any company. Luckily 
the Kate Spade application 
process was very straight 
forward, unlike many fashion 
companies, and operates 
through an online forum. 
Additionally, Career Advisor 
Jen Meyer is amazing when 

it comes to helping students 
find contacts. I feel lucky to 
have her as a Career Advisor!

My experience take away... 
Interning for Kate Spade was 
extremely influential because 
the designers were so willing 
to teach me. From sitting 
in on meetings with the 
creative director to creating 
my own mock “Kate Spade” 
collection as an intern project 
– the team went out of their 
way to make me feel like a 
part of the company.  

 
Sarah Ettinger
2015 | Fashion Design

For more information visit careercenter.wustl.edu

I also enjoyed being a member of the 
Washington University Women’s Lacrosse team.

Proud Delta Gamma Fraternity member. 
Welcome, new members!
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