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Administrators discussed 
plans to increase need-based 
financial aid while remaining 
need-aware at Monday night’s 
Student Union tuition forum.

Upper-level administrators 
presented information about 
tuition increases and socioeco-
nomic diversity efforts before a 
question-and-answer session.

Students appreciated the 
administration’s increased focus 
on financial aid, but many stu-
dents were not satisfied with the 
attention given to rising hous-
ing costs and adjunct faculty 
salaries, with Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton declining to answer a 
question about the latter.

In his presentation, Wrighton 
said the forum was part of  
the information the Board 
of  Trustees considered when 

making recommendations to the 
Washington University finance 
committee on tuition for the next 
year.

Vice Chancellor for Finance 
and Chief  Financial Officer 
Barb Feiner evaluated the effec-
tiveness of  University efforts to 
expand need-based financial aid 
in recent years in her presenta-
tion, citing last year’s 3.5 percent 
tuition increase as the lowest in 
47 years. She also discussed 
recent increases in financial aid 
funding.

“The current estimate for 
financial gift aid this year is 
$108 million, compared to $99 
million last year, marking a 9 
percent increase in financial 
aid, more than the increase in 
tuition. This is partly in response 
to our efforts to improve socio-
economic diversity as well as our 
Pell initiative,” Feiner said. 

Feiner added that despite 

room and board and tuition 
increases, students receiving 
need-based aid pay around the 
same amount now as they did 
in 2008, when the University 
adopted a no-loan policy. 

Wrighton responded to student 
concerns about the University 
marketing housing amenities 
to attract high-income students 
while rapidly increasing room 
and board costs. 

“I’m proud that we have 
arguably the best residential 
environment. What we need to 
do is make sure that all of  our 
admitted students can afford to 
be here, that’s what we’re striv-
ing to do with our financial aid 
programs. But we have to do 
many things simultaneously 
to strengthen the University,” 
Wrighton said.

Wrighton also addressed con-
cerns about the endowment’s 
focus on new construction. 

“When you look at our fund-
raising here, and you see all of  
the buildings, you could get the 
impression that our fundrais-
ing efforts are centered around 
facilities. But the preponderance 
of  the funding we’re receiving 
in the campaign is for people 
and programs—the $300 mil-
lion in financial aid, the 92 
new endowed professorships,” 
Wrighton added. 

When asked, Wrighton also 
discussed the University’s lack of  
a need-blind admissions policy, 
saying the University planned to 
remain need-aware for the fore-
seeable future. 

“We set a tuition revenue tar-
get each year for our ambitious 
programmatic agenda. As we 
grow in financial aid resources 
through growth in the endow-
ment and gifts, we’ll be able 

Tuition forum talks financial aid, avoids 
discussion of adjunct compensation

SAM FLASTER
STAFF REPORTER

K.A.R.L. TAKES “YES, AND” TO A NEW LEVEL

K.A.R.L. Improv members perform in the group’s second show of the year, 
“Relatives on ‘The Facebook,’” which took place on Friday evening.
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Amy Kweskin, current associ-
ate vice chancellor for finance and 
treasurer, has been named vice 
chancellor for finance and chief  
financial officer by Chancellor 
Mark Wrighton.

The shift officially takes place 
on Jan. 1, 2016, exactly one day 
after current CFO Barbara A. 
Feiner will retire, which Feiner 
announced in July.

Kweskin, who currently over-
sees Treasury Management, 
Insurance and Risk Management, 
and Student and Parent Loan pro-
grams, will be adding Accounting 
Services, Sponsored Research 
Accounting and Financial 
Planning and Analysis to her list 
of  responsibilities.

“I am excited about working 
with our strong finance team, 
senior leaders, seven schools and 
CFU [Central Fiscal Unit] to 
develop creative financial solutions 
to support the University’s mis-
sion,” Kweskin wrote in an email 
to Student Life.

Kweskin started working as asso-
ciate treasurer at the Washington 
University’s Office of  the Treasurer 
in the spring of  1997, and after six 
months was appointed to the posi-
tion of  University treasurer. In July 
2008 she was named associate vice 
chancellor for finance and trea-
surer, and eight years later is being 
promoted once more.

One of  the more enjoyable 
aspects of  working in higher edu-
cation, Kweskin wrote, is the sprit 
of  collaboration between herself  
and peers at other institutions. She 
also appreciated that her employ-
ment coincided with a dynamic 
time for the University.

“This is something that you 
don’t always find in other indus-
tries,” Kweskin told Student 
Life. “I have had the wonderful 
opportunity of  working for an 
outstanding leadership team that 
has led the University during an 
unprecedented period of  growth. 
Our current Vice Chancellor for 
Finance and CFO Barb Feiner has 
been an exceptional leader, coach 
and mentor.” 

Along with her administrative 

perspective, Kweskin sees the 
University through another lens: 
she is the mother of  both a 2015 
alumnus and a current student. As 
a result, she often interacts with 
students and invites students to 
come visit.

“I have such an appreciation for 
what a supportive and warm place 
Wash U is for our students.  Each 
year since my son first started at 
Wash. U., I have told my children 
to invite any of  their friends for 
Thanksgiving dinner that aren’t 
going home.  It has been a wonder-
ful tradition and we are continuing 
it next week,” Kweskin wrote.

Wrighton told The Record that 
he was grateful to be working with 
such an accomplished colleague.

“Amy Kweskin has the expe-
rience, accomplishments and 
potential to effectively serve as 
vice chancellor for finance and 
chief  financial officer. I have had 
the good fortune to work with 
her for many years in her cur-
rent role, and I value greatly the 
opportunity to work with her in 
this new capacity,” Wrighton 
said.

Kweskin named new Chief Financial Officer
KATIE MARCUS
NEWS EDITOR

IFC adds fall 
open events 
to spring 
fraternity 
recruitment

Following the Interfraternity 
Council’s decision to add a week 
of  open events in November to the 
spring recruitment process, 128 
men have registered to participate 
in spring rush for fraternities.

Washington University pre-
vents students from joining a 
fraternity or a sorority before they 
have completed 12 credit hours 
and have a 2.5 GPA or higher to 
ensure that they can handle the 
time commitment of  a fraternity 
or sorority. In the past, recruit-
ment for fraternities has taken 
place over a two-week period in 
January during which each fra-
ternity has an open house and 
an open event, followed by two 
closed events before they extend 
bids to new members.

The new structure for fraternity 
recruitment, where students can 
attend open events in November 
before the remainder of  the rush 
events in January, still adheres to 
this policy, David Stetter, coordi-
nator of  student involvement and 
leadership and an advisor to the 
fraternity and sorority life com-
munity, said, as students do not 
receive a bid until their spring 
semester.

The Interfraternity Council 
changed the recruitment structure 
in response to last year’s trial fall 
open house, as well as feedback 
from all students who partici-
pated in the recruitment process, 
whether or not they received a bid.

“Overwhelmingly we heard 
that students who participated 
in recruitment last year experi-
enced that it was too much too 
fast; they didn’t have the oppor-
tunity to really get to see all the 
chapters. They felt like it was so 
condensed,” Stetter said. 

ANNA LIN-SCHWEITZER
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER
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Provost Holden Thorp speaks at the Student Union Tuition Forum on Monday night in Umrath Lounge. This annual event featured five senior administra-
tors from Wash. U. who discussed financial issues on campus.



to be less concerned,” 
Wrighton said. 

One student asked the 
panel what merited high 
administrator salaries 
while adjunct professors 
live in poverty. Wrighton 
declined to comment, 
instead noting the eco-
nomic difficulties of  
faculty compensation. 

“The adjunct faculty 
have provided a very 
important contribution to 
the educational experience 
of  many of  our students. 
Comparing this to a more 
broad conversation, faculty 
compensation is a key con-
tributor to upward pressure 
on tuition. I believe we’ve 
done a fabulous job in the 

last 20 years or so to build 
endowment to support fac-
ulty,” Wrighton said. 

Thorp particularly 
thanked the Washington 
University Students 
for Undergraduate 
Socioeconomic Diversity 
(WU/FUSED) group for 
raising awareness.

Junior Shaun Ee, a 
member of  WU/FUSED, 
was impressed with the 
forum’s focus on financial 
aid. 

“I’m really happy about 
it—that wasn’t something 
they were talking about 
two years ago. A commit-
ment to raising financial 
aid of  this magnitude is 
really significant,” Ee 

said. 
But Ee also feels the 

panel didn’t do enough to 
address concerns about 
affordable housing. 

“It’s important to 
meet a certain stan-
dard of  living—Ruby 
probably needed an 
overhaul—but there’s a 
difference between being 
at the top of  the pack and 
having solid living condi-
tions. Wash. U. is pivoting 
to the top of  the pack, 
which is worrying on two 
levels. One, I wouldn’t 
want to see an arms race 
between universities 
regarding dorm quality 
and expenses and two, 
it excludes low-income 

students,” Ee said. 
Freshman Alex 

Sanchez said he believes 
an increased focus on 
socioeconomic diversity 
has helped pressure the 
administration to respond 
and is optimistic about the 
university’s efforts. 

“I didn’t realize that not 
a lot of  the endowment 
can be used for financial 
aid. With more aware-
ness about socioeconomic 
diversity, like the New 
York Times article that 
came out last year, I think 
there’s more pressure to 
change…hopefully with 
this prevalence comes 
more financial aid for stu-
dents,” Sanchez said. 
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THURSDAY 19
Department of Biomedical Engineering: 
BME Seminar Series
Whitaker Hall, Room 100, 10 a.m.
“Imaging/Neuro.” Aravinthan Samuel, Har-
vard University.

International and Area Studies: Sigma Iota 
Rho presents Town Hall Panel
Danforth University Center, Tisch Commons, 
6 p.m.
“In a Strange Land:  The Refugee Experience 
in the United States.”

Sam Fox School: Illuminating Engineering 
Society Lecture
Givens Hall, Kemp Auditorium, 6:30 p.m.
“Lighting’s Influence on Human Behavior in 
the Outdoor Environment.” Randy Burkett, 
Randy Burlett Lighting Design, Inc.

FRIDAY 20
Department of Energy, Environment & 
Chemical Engineering: EECE Seminar Se-
ries: Ryckman Lecture
Brauer Hall, Room 12, 2 p.m.
“Advancing Combustion as a Transdisci-
plinary Thermal Science.” Chung Law, Princ-
eton University.

St. Louis Astronomical Society: Illustrated 
Lecture
McDonnell Hall, Room 162, 7:30 p.m.
“Curiosity, the (Robot) Martian.” Valerie Fox, 
Ph.D. candidate, Earth and planetary sciences.

SATURDAY 21
Department of Classics/Department of Art 
History and Archaeology/Faculty of Arts 
and Sciences
Umrath Hall Lounge, 9 a.m.
“Texts and Contexts: A Symposium to Honor 
Robert Lamberton and Susan Rotroff.”

Department of Music: Chamber Project
560 Music Center, 8 p.m.
“Chamber Project St. Louis featuring a world 
premiere by Christopher Stark.”

SUNDAY 22
Skandalaris Center for Interdisciplinary 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Bauer Hall, Room 330, Active Learning Lab, 
noon
“WU-STL Sessions for Commercial and Social 
Ventures.”

Department of Music: Choirs Concert
560 Music Center, E. Desmond Lee Concert 
Hall, 3 p.m.
“Choirs Concert.”

EVENT
CALENDAR

November 13
Informational report— Treasury 
Management Department has reported some 
fraudulent attempts on University accounts. 
No monetary loss.
Disposition: Pending

November 16
Auto accident—Delivery truck backed into 
vehicle. No injuries.
Disposition: Cleared

November 16
Auto accident—Complainant reports his 
vehicle was struck while parked by person 
unknown.
Disposition: Pending

POLICE
BEAT

QUOTE
OF THE DAY

“Look, doing 
things off campus 
is great. But it’s 
okay to remember 
that no matter 
what, Domino’s/
Pointers/Jet’s/Pizza 
Hut/some other 
subset of corporate 
America will 
always love you. 
Order a pizza or 
six, log into your 
roommate’s Netflix 
account and call it 
a night.”
- Rima Parikh, 
Senior Scene 
Editor

TUITION FROM PAGE 1

Senate passes resolution, starts petition 
to call for solar panel bids

COURTESY OF PHIL VALKO

Solar panels sit on top of Hillman Hall as part of Wash. U.’s effort to focus on sustainability. Hillman Hall, which features class-
rooms, group study rooms and a cafe, opened this fall to become the Brown School of Social Work’s newest building.

In an effort to convince the 
University to expand the use 
of solar panels on campus, 
Student Union Senate passed 
a resolution and created a 
petition to display additional 
support for the clean energy 
option.  

Senate’s timing is meant to 
encourage the University to 
enter the solar panel bid pro-
cess before the expiration of a 
federal tax incentive at the end 
of 2016. 

The resolution, which was 
spearheaded by sophomore 
senators Stella Schindler and 
Amelia Fong with the help 
of Assistant Vice Chancellor 
for Sustainability Phil Valko 
and Student Union Executive 
Advisor for Sustainability and 
senior Emma Searson, calls 
on the University to begin 
soliciting bids of fitting solar 
panels on buildings including 
the Sumers Recreation Center, 
the medical school’s Taylor 
Avenue Building and North 
Campus. Furthermore, if the 
bid process produces options 
that are fiscally prudent, the 
resolution also calls for the 
University to work towards the 
installation before the incentive 
expires.

At present, a 30 percent 
Federal Tax Incentive is cur-
rently available with the 
purchase and installation of  
solar panels; however, as the 
University is a non-profit insti-
tution, it is not eligible for the 
federal tax credit. Instead, 
Schindler said, solar power 
companies will lease the pan-
els at high discounts—if the 
University buys them before 
the incentive expires on Dec. 
31, 2016.

Schindler said it was 

important for the University to 
act quickly to take advantage of  
the incentive, as it helps make 
installing solar panels finan-
cially viable.

Leases can last between 
six and 20 years, Schindler 
said, and during that time, the 
company is responsible for 
installing the panels, replacing 
them if they get damaged and 
uninstalling them. However, 
the panels lose their value over 
time, and the companies find it 
cheaper to just leave the panels 
up when the lease expires. 

At that point, Schindler said, 
the University will have already 
recovered the cost of the panels 
and will still be cutting down on 
the utilities budget of the build-
ings the panels are on, albeit at 
a lower efficiency.

Since no analysis of all the 
roof surfaces has been done, 
the resolutions calls for the 
University to have buildings 
with significant roof space 
analyzed. Searson said the res-
olution is intentionally broad 
to encourage evaluation of  
whether the building is the best 
option for solar.

Schindler agreed, adding 
that the resolution intends 
to make sure the installation 
would be cost-effective rather 
than imploring the University 
to take action no matter what 
the bids turn out to be.

“We just want to see if we 
can get a very cost-effective 
way of doing this so that we 
can simultaneously be fiscally 
responsible and also fulfill the 
environmental goals of the 
University and do our part to 
be a leader in the St. Louis area 
and the country as far as being 
environmentally sustainable,” 
she said.

This is not the first time the 
school has taken advantage of  
the tax credit, as it used it in its 

last big installation of solar pan-
els occurred in 2013 with the 
Scattered Site Project, which 
used a now-expired state rebate. 
The project created 19 new sites 
each generating 25 kilowatts 
from 100 panels, Valko said. 
Among the sites where panels 
were installed were the Lofts, 
North Campus and the Tyson 
Living Learning Center.

Due to the larger scale of the 
installment and to the decrease 
in solar panel cost, the total 
costs per unit will come down 
significantly, Valko said.

“It’s possible that we can 
put together a project, even 
in the absence of this state 
rebate, which now no longer 
exists, that we can put together 
a project that will make good 
financial sense and significantly 
reduce our carbon emissions,” 
he said.

If the bid process goes well, 
Valko said they are hoping to 
add another 1,000-2,000 kilo-
watts of solar power.

While the incentive may 
be reinstated down the road, 
Searson noted that there’s still 
no guarantee either that it will 
be reinstated or that it will be 
beneficial to the University.

The University’s first forays 
in solar energy came close to 
10 years ago in what Valko 
called “demonstration proj-
ects,” opportunities for the 
University to learn about solar, 
and were not as concerned with 
being financially viable. These 
included a total of 33 kilowatts 
in panels added to Olin Library, 
the Tyson Living Learning 
Center and then-newly con-
structed Brauer Hall. 

The school added another 
475 kilowatts—19 sites at 25 
kilowatts, or 100 solar panels, 
per site—with the Scattered Site 
project. With the state rebate, 
Valko added, the University 

could only get a $50,000 rebate 
per utility account—with all of  
the Danforth Campus being 
one utility account. Therefore, 
it had to develop solar projects 
at other locations that fell under 
their own utility accounts.

“It was a little bit of a 
squirrely project, if you were 
going to be strategic about 
developing a solar project, 
you wouldn’t do what we did, 
but that’s what we had to do 
to make it work financially,” 
Valko said.

Additionally, over the sum-
mer, the school added almost 
70 more kilowatts on newly 
constructed Hillman Hall and 
at an off-campus Quadrangle 
housing building. Valko said 
this, coupled with the Scattered 
Site project, were the first finan-
cially viable projects.

Searson said a benefit of the 
petition is that it’s a way for 
Valko to tangibly point to wide-
spread support, from a wide 
distribution of students, staff  
and faculty, as well as financial 
viability and urgency, when 
talking to other administrators. 

She is also making it a pri-
ority to continually follow up 
and make sure their goal will 
become a reality.

“After you write a petition 
and a resolution, there’s no 
guarantee that the adminis-
tration is necessarily going to 
follow through with what’s in 
it unless you follow up there,” 
she said.

Next, Valko, Searson and the 
senators will be putting together 
a request for proposals, or a 
request for qualifications, and 
will send it out to solar compa-
nies to ask them to outline how 
they would approach putting 
together the deal. After they get 
the results back, they will evalu-
ate viability by compiling costs 
and creating a timeline.

NOA YADIDI
NEWS EDITOR



Best-selling author 
Alison Bechdel spoke 
about her creative process 
and life’s journey through 
art and writing Tuesday 
evening, which attracted 
over 250 attendees.

Bechdel is best known 
for her first book, “Fun 
Home,” a memoir told as 
a graphic novel which was 
turned into a Broadway 
musical that won five 
Tony awards this year. She 
is also the mind behind the 
“Bechdel test,” a metric 
often used to determine 
gender bias in films.

Visiting Hurst professor 
for the English department 
this year, Bechdel pre-
sented the audience with 
a chronological account 
of  her life and career 
with the assistance of  a 
slideshow that illustrated 
her journey as a cartoon-
ist. She provided a look 
into her creative history 
though childhood doodles 
and drawings to her well-
known comic strips.

“The stories were just 
coming to me with no 
effort; there was no doubt, 
no deliberation. It’s just 
this feeling or drawing 
it or writing it down as 
it happened. And it was 
a very joyful feeling,” 
Bechdel said about her 

drawing process when she 
was a child. “My creative 
process is not like that 
anymore.”

Bechdel also spoke 
about her father’s death, 
which she believes to have 
been a suicide, and his 
secret life as a bisexual 
man. This event was very 
influential to not only her 
work, but her own life, 
feeling as though she had 
to live out her parents’ 
“unlived lives.”

“In my father’s case, it 
was being an openly gay 
person in New York City; 
living without shame, 
secrecy and just being 
gay,” Bechdel said.  “It 
wasn’t just that I was liv-
ing that life; it had also 
kind of  become my job, or 
my mission.” 

That mission evolved 
into “Dykes to Watch Out 
For,” Bechdel’s famous 
comic strip that ran for 
25 years, in which she 
represented the lesbian 
community during a time 
when being gay still had 
legal ramifications.

“At the time I was 
doing this early work, the 
Supreme Court and most 
people really thought gay 
people’s lives were a joke,” 
she said. “That atmo-
sphere really fueled my 
work. It felt like, ‘I need to 
show our real lives, show 
that queer people were 

people.’”
Bechdel spoke at lengths 

about her creative process, 
mainly for her first book. 
This book documented the 
complex relationship with 
her father as well as her 
own journey of  self-iden-
tity as openly lesbian. 

“When [my mother] 
told me she didn’t know 
how I was going to draw 
all of  this, I didn’t know 
either,” Bechler said about 
the moment she told her 
mother she was going to 
write this memoir about 
her father. “I felt both 
defeated by what she said 
and it really lit a fire on 
me, too, and encouraged 
me to prove her wrong.”

The event also created 
an opportunity for people 
to become acquainted 
with Bechdel’s most recent 
graphic memoir, “Are You 
My Mother?” which she 
showed parts of  to the 
audience.

“I’ve never really heard 
of  her before so I thought 
she was really cool and 
funny,” freshman Yola 
Randrianantoanina said. 
“I liked seeing her draw-
ings that she said she did 
nightly.”

Anna Robinson, a librar-
ian at Olin Library, has 
been a long-time admirer 
of  Bechdel’s work and 
was ecstatic to hear from 
her, particularly given her 

discussion of  society’s 
evolving attitudes towards 
gay people.

“I think that that’s some 
really important thing for 
everyone to continue hear-
ing because it’s gotten to a 
point where especially for 
new generations it seems 
so obvious that we would 
accept people regard-
less of  their sexuality,” 
Robinson said. “And so 
Alison Bechdel has been 
alive, and doing work, in a 
really critical time for gay 

rights.” 
The talk concluded in 

a short Q&A session in 
which Bechdel answered 
questions from students, 
one of  which inquired 
about the popularity of  
the Bechdel Test. The 
test originated in a strip 
of  “Dykes to Watch Out 
For,” in which a charac-
ter said she refused to see 
movies unless it featured 
at least two named women 
who talk to each other 
about something other 

than a man.
“It’s the thing I’m most 

known for but it’s not like 
I said, ‘This is the Bechdel 
test’. Somehow my name 
got attached to this thing 
from an old comic I wrote 
about women trying to 
find a movie they could go 
to,” she said. “It’s kind of  
cool. Even now, 30 years 
after I wrote that cartoon, 
it’s kind of  more unusual 
than not to find a movie 
that passes the Bechdel 
test.”
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Cartoonist, ‘Fun Home’ author Alison Bechdel draws full house
ALBERTO FARINO
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

ALLISON HAMBURG | STUDENT LIFE

Alison Bechdel speaks in Whitaker Hall on Tuesday night as part of an event sponsored by the 
Department of English. Bechdel, a writer, comic and creator of the Bechdel test, reads from her 
nonfiction work.

Stetter also mentioned 
that many students reached 
out to fraternities infor-
mally in the fall before this 
change, and providing open 
events in the fall gives this 
experience more structure.

“[These fall rush events] 
gave men who are inter-
ested an opportunity to 
meet fraternities formally,” 
Stetter said. “When fresh-
men return to campus in the 
spring, if  those students are 
interested in participating in 
recruitment still, they have 
an idea now [that they] can 
focus on these four, these 
five, as opposed to…starting 
spring semester and…still 
have all 11 to figure out.”

Junior Alex Karol, direc-
tor of  recruitment for the 
Interfraternity Council and 
a brother in Zeta Beta Tau, 
agreed that the new process 
gives students more time to 
make an informed deci-
sion about whether or not 
to participate in Greek life.

“You don’t want to be 
rushed like that, especially 
with all the peer pressure 
of  everyone else going 
out,” Karol said. “So now 
what happens is if  you 
know people two months 
before that time, you’ll 
have more time to digest 
and see if  this is for you. 
If  it is for you…you can 
make more meaningful 
relationships.”

Karol also mentioned 
that spreading out the rush 
process makes it easier on 
fraternities as well.

“It’s financially ben-
eficial because you don’t 
have to throw in all this 
money for two weeks; you 
can spread it out more,” 
Karol said. “It’s also easier 

on brothers because they 
can have more time to meet 
people.”

Sophomore Franklin 
Ohemeng, a brother in 
Sigma Nu, had a different 
perspective on the change. 
While he understood the 
reasoning for the change, 
Ohemeng felt that it worked 
less smoothly in practice, 
promoting less formal 
recruitment processes.

“Watching from the 
inside, the two-month gap 
between open rush events 
creates the awkward situ-
ation where we know we 
should still be looking to 
meet potential rushees, 
but we don’t quite have 
the formal means to do 
so,” Ohemeng said. “It 
seems as though the new 
three-month rush process 
promotes more of  frater-
nities using independent 

means to discover their 
favorite rushees, and less of  
fraternities primarily using 
formalized rush events 
to decide their new bid 
recipients.”

Matthew Kreutter, a 
sophomore and a brother 
in Beta Theta Pi, also 
felt ambivalent about the 
change. For Kreutter, delay-
ing all rush events until the 
spring was an important 
part of  his first semester as 
a freshman.

“Something that I really 
liked about Wash. U. when 
I came here was that they 
had solely spring rush so 
that the spring was way 
more important so that 
you could kind of  find 
your foundations, find your 
new home at Wash. U. first 
semester and get over all 
the stereotypes about each 
chapter,” Kreutter said. 

“Then after winter break 
you’d come back with a 
fresh mind and be able to 
rush ‘better.’”

Kreutter felt that, had 
this rush structure been 
in place last year, it might 
have affected his decision 
to rush.

“I probably wouldn’t 
have ended up coming to 
those first couple events, 
because I didn’t know if  
I wanted to be a part of  
Greek Life,” Kreutter said. 
“I may not have even ended 
up rushing.”

However, Stetter believes 
that attending fall events is 
not imperative to receiving 
a bid.

“Every year I get push-
back from fraternities 
saying, ‘Well, what if  we 
meet somebody on the 
23rd of  January when 
the 22nd was the dead-
line,’” Stetter said. “They 
wouldn’t be asking that 
question if  they’re not 
meeting people in the 
middle of  the recruitment 
process.”

Stetter said that entering 

the recruitment process 
early is useful, but not the 
only way to receive a bid 
from a fraternity.

“It’s about making good, 
genuine conversation and 
talking about how you 
can benefit the organiza-
tion and what you can give 
back to them,” Stetter said. 
“I don’t think if  someone 
missed this week that 
they’re at a disadvantage. 
They might have to work 
a little harder, but I don’t 
think it’s not possible to 
get in at this point.”

IFC FROM PAGE 1
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Just over 20 years 
ago, HBO released 
into the world the first 
episode of  “Mr. Show 
with Bob and David.” 
It wasn’t well received 
out of  the gate, but the 
strange little sketch show 
survived four unlikely 
seasons and gained plenty 
of  devoted followers. 
Brilliant sketches like 
“The Audition” and “Lie 
Detector” took simple, 
silly ideas and stretched 
them to their limit. Bob 
and David—Bob Odenkirk 
and David Cross, respec-
tively—led a team of  
writers, actors and col-
laborators that included 
Paul F. Tompkins, 
Dino Stamatopoulos, 
Sarah Silverman, Scott 
Aukerman, Tom Kenny 
and Jack Black.

Twenty years later, all 
of  these comedians have 
found success in their field. 
Odenkirk got a part on the 
hit cable drama “Breaking 
Bad” as the fast-talking 
lawyer Saul Goodman 
(he now stars in the same 
role in the spinoff, “Better 
Call Saul”), while Cross 
inhabited the jorts of  
Tobias Funke on “Arrested 
Development.” The rest 
of  the group has become 
voice actors, podcast over-
lords, sitcom writers, hit 
stand-up comedians and 
movie stars. “Mr. Show,” 
then, was a powerhouse of  
comedic potential.

So what happens when 
all of  this talent gets 
together for one more 
swing at the metaphori-
cal comedy fences? You 
get a show that is, at its 
core, the very same. The 
connected structure is still 
there, although some of  
the complexity has been 
removed. It’s a bit of  a 
shame, honestly, to see 
some of  the braininess give 
way to simple silliness. 
Like “Monty Python,” one 
of  the things that made 
“Mr. Show” so great was 
its occasional self-indul-
gence. But Odenkirk and 
Cross are still thoroughly 
enjoying themselves, and 
it’s hard not to join in.

Episode one opens with 
a sketch about the place-
ment of  hyphens in words. 
Odenkirk and Cross have 
come to the present in 
what they believe is a real 
time-travel machine but 
is actually a “real-time” 
travel machine, invented 
by Dr. Gilly Fartsworth. In 
other words, they’ve been 
sitting in a Porta Potty for 
20 years. As it should be, 
this is all quite silly.

The rest of  the episode 
offers much of  the same 
connected structure as 
“Mr. Show,” with sketches 
revolving around five 
guys and their New Year’s 
resolutions. One has vowed 
to stop eating meat on 
doctor’s orders, which the 
gang calls out as ridicu-
lous. The other four have 
visions of  grandeur that 
they see as completely 
attainable:  becoming the 
first Jewish, work-from-
home Pope, becoming a 
major blockbuster director, 
building a better phone and 
outselling everyone and 
becoming a no-nonsense 
TV judge (despite being on 
parole). The small asides 
are really the highlight of  
this sketch, such as when 
Odenkirk orders “half  
sausage, and on the other 
half, double sausage” on 
his pizza.

Just like in its previous 
incarnation, “W/ Bob & 
David” sells itself  on the 
strength of  its performers. 
Their comedic timing is 

flawless, making otherwise 
lowbrow and straightfor-
ward jokes hit with the 
necessary punch. Kenny, 
better known as the voice 
of  Spongebob Squarepants, 
has a fantastic turn as 
Fartsworth, a grammar 
enthusiast and “time 
machine” inventor. Cross 
plays “some-nonsense” 
Judge Sandy Whistlestone, 
selling such silly words 
such as “How could 
anyone be asked to know 
the names of  every single 
building in Los Angeles?”

In the best sketch of  the 
episode, Paget Brewster 
plays a perfect “straight 
man” foil to Cross’ revi-
sionist history film director 
on a Charlie Rose-type 
TV show, which previews 
clips from a whitewashed 
version of  the TV series 
“Roots.” In this new 
version, slavery is called 
“helperism” and slaves 
“helpers.” It plays on the 
classically racist vision of  
slavery as a positive good, 
a view that has, in part, 
found its way into contem-
porary history textbooks 
and political rhetoric. “Mr. 
Show” was never known 
for its political satire, but 
“W/ Bob & David” runs 
with the rich premise. It’s 
a bit of  a tense sketch, 
but the political jokes and 
supporting silliness work 
well together to make some 
biting satire.

Perhaps the most telling 
similarity between “Mr. 
Show” and “W/ Bob 
& David” is the uneven 
quality of  the sketches. 
Some land perfectly and 
fully, while others, like this 
episode’s cold open, sort 
of  dribble along to support 
the show’s structure before 
showing themselves off. It’s 
still more consistent than 
“Saturday Night Live,” 
which is likely because 
“W/ Bob & David” is nei-
ther live nor conceived in a 
single week.  

When Odenkirk and 
Cross hit their stride, it is 
still a sight to behold. A 
few duds here and there 
might just be part of  their 
formula for comedic 
excellence.

NOAH JODICE
Associate Editor
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During a faux interview 
published on a promo-
tional website for his 
new album, “Garden of  
Delete,” Daniel Lopatin 
reflected on the inspira-
tion behind the album, the 
eighth solo effort under 
his Oneohtrix Point Never 
guise: “Basically I’m just 
seeing how long I can 
stand in the bathroom 
with the lights off  before I 
freak out.” 

This doesn’t seem par-
ticularly strange, especially 
when considering an 
experimental auteur like 
Lopatin, until you realize 
the interview is being 
“conducted” by Ezra, an 
alien who reportedly gave 
him the audio files for 
this album. Peculiarities 
like this and the fictional 
“hypergrunge” band Kaoss 
of  Edge that inspired the 
album do more justice to 
what “Garden of  Delete” 
achieves over its 45 min-
utes than words will ever 
do. This is music that is 
incredibly strange, difficult 
and hilarious in equal 
measure. 

Lopatin has created 
some of  the most thought-
provoking electronic 
records of  the past decade 
or so and this only con-
tinues with “Garden of  

Delete.” While the songs 
here retain what made 
Lopatin’s music so unique 
on previous releases, they 
are far more abrasive 
than anything that has 
come before, which can 
be testing for the listener. 
Touring with Nine Inch 
Nails and Soundgarden 
in 2014 has obviously 
influenced Lopatin’s 
production, as there are 
moments that are almost 
reminiscent of  the ‘90s 
hard-rock scene that these 
groups shaped. On early 
standout “Sticky Drama,” 
the samples and synths 
come together in a way 
that recalls a classic rock 
structure—but it just isn’t 
quite that—and it is the 
confounding moments like 
this that make Lopatin’s 
sounds so effective. 

The complexities should 
not by any means take 
away the beauty that also 
exists within. No song is 
more consistent with this 
beauty than centerpiece 
“Mutant Standard,” one 
of  the most gorgeous and 
difficult moments on the 
album. Over the song’s 
monstrous eight minutes, 
Lopatin edges as close 
to the dance floor as he 
ever has, with pound-
ing techno synths and 
delicate melodies overlap-
ping throughout. Again, 
it doesn’t quite get there, 
though; the drums never 
really come in and the 
track changes course so 
much that it could never 
galvanize the attention 
of  club goers. It becomes 
obvious that none of  this 
is ever the aim, though, 
as the final two minutes 
reach a faux climax taken 
away by screeching noise. 

As weird as “Garden 
of  Delete” is, all of  
its eccentricities come 
together in a way that is 
cohesive and allows the 
listener to become fully 
immersed in its universe. 
Singles “Sticky Drama” 
and “I Bite Through It” 
follow fairly conventional 
electronic structures and 
the melodies throughout 
are clear enough for this 
to not just breeze past you, 

as much electronic music 
does in the virtual age. 
The samples in many of  
the songs, especially from 
progressive rock artist 
Roger Rodier on “Freaky 
Eyes,” often are so out 
place that they become 
amusing. Album closer 
“No Good” is an incred-
ibly moving ambient piece 
that serves as a dem-
onstration of  Lopatin’s 
powers as a producer; it is 
wholly different from what 
comes before it, but is still 
somehow the same. There 
aren’t many others who 
can claim to possess such 
skills.

Lopatin has stated 
numerous times that his 
experience with puberty 
was key in driving the 
creative process for the 
record, and this is most 
evident on “Child of  
Rage.” The dystopian 
soundscapes seem to 
recall the boredom that 
defines adolescence and 
his experience with it was 
clearly dark. It is probably 
this same boredom that 
inspired him to create Ezra 
the humanoid alien and all 
his other oddities. Maybe 
these are pretentious gim-
micks, but they are also 
a way for him to express 
what went into this record 
more clearly than any 
Tweet could. 

I was playing “Garden 
of  Delete” during a late-
night walk through the 
storm that hit St. Louis 
last week. Watching the 
wind usher in the winter 
with haste was mesmer-
izing in an odd way. Most 
trees lost almost all of  
their previous signs of  
life—some were fully 
destroyed—but it was 
creative in its own destruc-
tion. The music Lopatin 
has created here makes 
sense in this context; 
when every beautiful part 
is taken away by pure 
noise, it allows something 
possibly greater to materi-
alize. “Garden of  Delete” 
is confusing, of  course, 
but it is a reaction to the 
puzzling world we live in 
and for that it should be 
embraced.

At 24 years old, Joanna 
Noelle Blagden Levesque, 
better known as her stage 
name, JoJo, has already 
been a presence in the 
music industry for over 10 
years. Her debut single, 
“Leave (Get Out),” was 
released when she was 
only 13 and its huge 
success made JoJo the 
youngest solo artist to have 
a number-one single on 
the Billboard pop charts. 
After her second com-
mercial release in the past 
nine years—an EP entitled 
“III” that contains three 
singles (affectionately 
called a “tringle”)—JoJo 
is on tour. She performed 
on a rainy Tuesday night 
at St. Louis’ own Old Rock 
House to an audience of  
older, dedicated fans.

JoJo’s set list did not 
hold the audience hos-
tage in anticipation for 
her older, more popular 
songs, like many artists are 
inclined to do after new 
releases. You know the 
drill—an artist is known 
to the public for a song or 
two, and she waits until 
the encore to play the hits 
as a grand finale. Instead, 
JoJo weaved a narrative 
out of  her entire catalog, 

allowing the audience to 
understand how she got to 
where she is in her career 
today. It would be tempt-
ing to want to abandon 
songs that were written 
when you were a pre-teen 
(Miley Cyrus doesn’t 
perform Hannah Montana 
songs for a reason), but 
JoJo humbly acknowledges 
the importance of  these 
works to her fans, as well 
as to herself.

The influence of  hip-hop 
and R&B on JoJo’s work 
is apparent in her choice 
of  covers to perform. 
(She took on “Planes” by 
Jeremih and “Marvin’s 
Room” by Drake.) This 
influence doesn’t shine 
through as much on the 
songs from her “tringle,” 
which are pretty typical 
pop songs meant to show 
off  JoJo’s impressive, soar-
ing vocals. Live, she does 
just that, although it wasn’t 
always easy to hear her 
over the crowd. JoJo’s fans 
are obviously very impor-
tant to her, and she made 
an effort to communicate 
with the audience through 
intimate and personal 
stage banter. 

She confessed stories 
of  an ex-boyfriend who 
wanted to continue hook-
ing up after their breakup 
and commented that she’s 

“too emo for that.” She 
spoke of  the difficulty of  
fighting addiction, as she’s 
witnessed firsthand within 
her family, and the impact 
of  her father’s recent death 
on her life. At one point, 
she asked an audience 
member if  her lipstick had 
smudged.  

In addition to her 

humility, JoJo’s sensual-
ity was important to her 
stage presence as well, 
but thankfully not in the 
exaggerated manner of  
stadium-level pop singers. 
Her dancing, hip-thrusting 
and hand motions were 
subtle, but undeniably 
impactful. She was truly 
feeling herself, and the 

audience was feeling her, 
too. Overall, the mood of  
JoJo’s performance could 
be described simply as 
“open”: candid with her 
conversation, honest in 
her emotion and eager to 
relate and share. In addi-
tion to her exceptional 
vocals and lively backing 
band, this transparency 

was essential to her show. 
It’s what made her act 
unique.

If  you’re thinking of  
picking up a track from 
“III,” I’d recommend 
“Save My Soul,” but I’m a 
sucker for a sad song. Then 
again, my favorite work of  
JoJo’s will always be the 
2006 film “Aquamarine.”

JoJo opens up to audience at Old Rock House in Soulard
JESSIE COLSTON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

JESSIE COLSTON | STUDENT LIFE

JoJo waves to the crowd during her performance at the Old Rock House in Soulard on Tuesday, Nov. 17. The small venue 
facilitated an intimate show experience, with JoJo sharing personal stories and interacting with the crowd between each song. 

W/ BOB & DAVID

HARRY BUTT
Staff Writer
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Senior Allison Zastrow 
committed to play volleyball 
at Washington University in 
part because of the program’s 
prestigious history.

Four years later, the set-
ter from Lincoln, Neb., has 
clinched a prominent spot in 
the program’s all-time ranks.

Zastrow was named the 
Division III player of the year 
by the American Volleyball 
Coaches Association on 
Wednesday, becoming the 
eighth player in Wash. U. his-
tory, and first since 2002, to 
earn the honor.

The seven previous winners 
from Wash. U. have all been 
honored in the school’s Hall 
of Fame.

“I was absolutely, totally in 
shock,” Zastrow said about 
learning of the honor. “It 
never even occurred to me as 
a possibility.”

“I’m sort of still in awe 
over being a part of that 
group,” she added about 
the renowned company she 
joined. “It’s really wonderful 
to be a part of that tradition.”

In her first full season 
as setter this year, Zastrow 
paced one of the most pro-
ductive offenses in Division 
III. Through last weekend’s 
games, Zastrow led the coun-
try in total assists (1,525) and 
ranked second in assists per 
set (11.64), and Wash. U. as 

a team topped the national 
leaderboard in kills per set 
and ranked fifth in hitting 
percentage.

Zastrow deflected credit for 
the team’s offensive success, 
instead praising the attackers 
surrounding her on the court. 
Four of the Bears’ five pri-
mary attackers this year have 
passed the 1,000-kill mile-
stone in their careers.

“I really couldn’t have 
asked for a better group of  
girls to play with, who are 
such strong attackers and 
can just put anything down,” 
Zastrow said.

But the relationship 
between setter and attacker is 
reciprocal, her coach clarified.

“The attackers always get 
a lot of credit for all the kills 
that they get, and they’re 
always the ones finishing the 
point, but you always need 
the setter to get them a pretty 
ball, and I don’t think setters 
get that credit sometimes,” 
head coach Vanessa Walby 
said about Zastrow’s play for 
a Student Life feature two 
weeks ago.

“Al is a really strong ath-
lete,” Walby added. “I don’t 
think she ever has a panic 
mentality to her— she stays 
pretty relaxed, pretty comfort-
able, but she’s also one of our 
players that probably is the 
most fundamentally sound.”

Zastrow finished her Bear 
career with a 127-21 record 
that included one conference 

title and three regional final 
appearances. She amassed 
2,624 assists over four years, 
good for 10th all time at 
Wash. U., to go along with 
803 digs, 588 kills and 143 
blocks.

The No. 1 Bears were elim-
inated from the Division III 
tournament in the regional 
final over the weekend, falling 
in four sets to No. 9 California 
Lutheran University.

“I’m just really, really grate-
ful for all the opportunities 
that I’ve had the last four 
years, and I’m really, really 
grateful that I got to do it with 
the other seniors by my side,” 
Zastrow said.

She said she’s probably 
done with her playing career, 
which started in fifth grade 
and encompassed a state 
championship in high school. 
Instead, she plans to help 

coach at volleyball camps and 
make use of her academic 
career, where she is majoring 
in physics with a minor in reli-
gious studies.

In addition to player of  
the year, Zastrow spent this 
month receiving a host of  
other end-of-season awards. 
She earned first-team status in 
the All-American, All-Central 
Region and All-University 
Athletic Association (UAA) 

distinctions, and she became 
the 13th player in program 
history to be named the 
UAA’s most valuable player.

Beyond Zastrow’s first-
team selection, announced 
Tuesday, junior middle hitter 
Caroline Dupont earned a 
spot on the second team, and 
senior outside hitter Nkiru 
Udenze and junior outside 
Rexi Sheredy received honor-
able mention nods.
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Volleyball setter named national player of the year
ZACH KRAM
SENIOR EDITOR

STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE

Senior setter Allison Zastrow celebrates after winning against the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh on Sept. 5, 2015.  Zastrow ranks 
second in Division III in assists per set this season.
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Channeling the power of the student voice

O
n Sunday, Nov. 
8, the Whitaker 
St. Louis 
International 

Film Festival screened “Get 
in the Way: The Journey of  
John Lewis” in Washington 
University’s Brown Hall. The 
film followed the efforts of  
Rep. John Lewis, former leader 
of the Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC), from the Civil Rights 
movement to his present work 
in Congress. In attendance 
for the screening was the 
Congressman himself.

During the Civil Rights 
movement, Lewis followed 
the credo highlighted in the 
film—“Get in the way”—to 
work towards social change in 

this country. A student himself  
at the head of an organization 
comprised of students, John 
Lewis helped to legitimize the 
students’ voice in calling for 
change. Yet, in light of recent 
national events, it has become 
apparent that the voice of the 
university student holds far 
more power than ever before.

Take the recent events at 
the University of Missouri 
(Mizzou) for example. The 
Mizzou students’ ability to 
call for and enact change on 
campus through direct action 
shows the power of the student 
voice that has been dimin-
ished in previous generations. 
Students in this day and age 
are taking the credo of John 
Lewis—“Get in the way”—to 

heart and it’s working. But 
what is it working towards?

The removal of Tim Wolfe 
as president of Mizzou was 
a result of students’ direct 
action. Mizzou students lost 
confidence in the head of their 
university and acted upon 
that lost confidence. Since a 
university is a non-democratic 
system, protests are one of the 
most direct ways for students 
to enact administrative change, 
but in the end, the removal of  
Wolfe from his post seemingly 
amounts to nothing more than 
a symbolic change. That’s not 
to undercut what the protesters 
accomplished, because their 
work was a massive coup. 
Yet, while Wolfe implicitly 
supported a culture of systemic 

racialization and discrimina-
tion, his removal will not 
drastically change that culture, 
as we’ve seen firsthand through 
backlash against protesters.

What the protesters’ work 
to remove Wolfe does do, 
however, is set a precedent 
for the breadth of student 
power. Now, in the wake of the 
incidents at Mizzou, admin-
istrators across the nation are 
wary of the power their student 
bodies hold. As students, in 
incidents of discrimination, 
subjugation or oppression, we 
should use this newly validated 
power to create systematic 
and meaningful change 
instead of focusing only on 
symbolic gestures. By thinking 
critically about what goals a 

protest should achieve and 
how best to institute changes 
to campus culture after those 
direct actions are taken, we can 
create a better community and 
more inclusive home.

As students, we must 
also remember the available 
avenues of our power. In the 
age of social media, it is far 
easier to disseminate infor-
mation and create discourse 
than ever before. But social 
media does not create change 
by itself. Going back to John 
Lewis’ example, you have to 
be disruptive to achieve goals. 
As we have seen over the last 
year, a significant portion of  
the backlash directed at the 
student voice claims that it 
is too disruptive. There is a 

curious paradox in academia 
that advocates for nonviolent 
protests, not unlike the ones we 
had on our own campus last 
year and on Mizzou’s in the 
last few weeks, but condemns 
them as counterproductive 
when they occur. Again, in 
a non-democratic system, 
protests are how the student 
voice is manifested; they are 
the students’ way of getting in 
the way. 
Moving forward, we need 
to recognize and embrace 
the power in the voice of the 
student. We need to realize 
that that power is not trivial, 
and therefore should not stop 
at symbolic appeasement. We 
need to understand how best to 
get in the way.

Removal of one-child 
policy only symbolic

W
e have been 
hearing a 
lot of buzz 
around the 

Safe Campus Act recently. So 
what is problematic about this 
bill and why should Greek life 
especially care?

The ironically named 
“Safe” Campus Act is mis-
guided and in fact escalates 
issues of sexual assault 
and rape culture. First, the 
proposed act creates barri-
ers for survivors by requiring 
educational institutions to 
involve police in investigations 
surrounding sexual violence. 
Forcing survivors to report to 
the police if they choose to 
utilize the university’s judicial 
process strips them of their 
agency (which has already 
been stripped from them). 
Survivors, especially those of  
marginalized identities, might 
not want to involve the police 
for many reasons, including 
fear of being disbelieved and 
further victimized. Second, the 
act gives institutions the ability 
to increase the standard of  
evidence for conviction from 
the currently mandated “more 

likely than not” standard 
through Title IX. This increase 
would make it harder for 
perpetrators to be convicted 
and would likely decrease 
rates of reporting further. 
Lastly, it allows private parties 
to pay for lawyers at their own 
expense, thereby privileging 
parties who fall within higher 
income brackets.  

This bill particularly 
affects the Greek community 
because both the National 
Interfraternity Council (NIC) 
and the National Panhellenic 
Conference (NPC) previously 
supported the act. However, 
due to pressure from indi-
viduals, political figures and 
advocates, both the NIC and 
NPC publically renounced 
their support of this harm-
ful legislation. This is just 
one example of how public 
outcry for justice can make 
a systematic impact. With 
that said, unfortunately, the 
bill that the two organiza-
tions currently support, the 
Fair Campus Act, still allows 
institutions to choose the 
standard of proof and for 
parties to hire lawyers at their 
own expense. Although it does 
not contain the requirement 
to involve law enforcement, 
the bill still creates injustices 

within the reporting process. 
We, therefore, urge both the 
NIC and NPC to instead back 
the Campus Accountability 
and Safety Act, which does 
not include those problematic 
clauses. 

Although creating a 
survivor-friendly reporting 
process is crucial for creating 
a safe campus, this legisla-
tion has unearthed issues far 
more widespread than policy 
and judicial systems. While it 
might be easy to see that the 
Safe Campus Act has glaring 
issues, it is harder for us to 
acknowledge that Greek life 
can indirectly promote rape 
culture, and not just at a politi-
cal level. For example, the 
abundance of alcohol at social 
events, the pledging process 
and principles of group-
think can lead to ambiguous 
situations and social pressure 
within Greek life, indirectly 
contributing to instances of  
sexual violence. We, as a 
Greek community, cannot sit 
idly by and watch. It is our 
role to create a safer campus 
by not only promoting policy 
that aligns with our ideals, but 
also by challenging the status 
quo to decrease instances of  
sexual violence and to support 
survivors. 

Individual chapters and the 
Wash. U. Greek community 
as a whole have already made 
major progress. Every chapter 
has gone through a training, 
in partnership with Leaders 
in Interpersonal Violence 
Education (LIVE), Student 
Union (SU) and Student 
Involvement and Leadership 
(SIL). Additionally, Panhel 
and IFC were some of the 
very first organizations to part-
ner with SU’s “It’s On Us to 
Intervene” initiative. Chapters 
have also hosted Green Dot 
trainings to promote bystander 
intervention. While these are 
great action steps, we can and 
must do more. We need a 
framework shift: a change in 
the culture to where com-
munication and consent are 
expected and a social norm. 

As LIVE Greek, a com-
munity of concerned fellow 
Greek peers, we are asking 
every Greek organization and 
every Greek member to be 
aware of the social and cul-
tural structures within Greek 
life that can promote rape 
culture. Furthermore, we urge 
Greek life to actively work 
to change these institutional 
norms. Let’s hold this respon-
sibility, not blame, and make 
real change. 

LIVE Greek speaks out against the Safe Campus Act

T
his October, China 
issued a proposal 
to alter its one-child 
policy to a two-child 

policy . Before it announced 
the new proposal, China had 
already been making relax-
ations on the policy, allowing 
married couples to have a 
second child if the father or 
mother is an only child. Thus, 
the new two-child policy can 
be seen as an extension of the 
relaxed policy.

China has claimed that 
the foremost purpose of the 
new policy is to enhance the 
country’s low birthrate and 
lower the percentage of its 
elderly population. According 
to an article in ABC News, 
the Chinese government 
has predicted that the newly 
implemented policy will help 
put more than 30 million adults 
into the country’s workforce 
by 2050. Yet, certain outside 
forces may hinder the two-
child policy from serving its 
demographic purpose.

Superficially, the policy 
seems to have the capacity to 
bring extensive population 
change and increase the coun-
try’s low birthrate. However, 
the high cost of living in cities 
and the massive gap between 
the rich and the poor may 
prevent the policy from func-
tioning properly, leaving it a 
hollow reform that looks more 
meaningful than it is.

China’s cost of living has 
been continually rising the 
past few decades. Although its 
economy has been and is con-
stantly developing, the financial 
gap between the rich and poor 
has become exceedingly large, 
making it hard for the average 
individual living in a large city 
to raise children.

Even before the issue of  
implementing a new two-child 
policy was brought up, citizens 
had already shown negative 
outlooks on having more than 
one child. A CNN article pub-
lished last January illustrated a 
case in which a man living in 
Beijing asserted that he does 
not wish to have more than one 

child because of the high living 
expenses. It also explained that 
only 30,000 couples living in 
Beijing applied for the allow-
ance to have another child: 
much less than expected.

The man’s statement, as a 
reaction to the introduction of  
the 2014 child-control policy, 
shows that unlike in the past, 
many citizens of present-day 
China feel that having more 
than one child puts a heavy 
burden on their shoulders. 
The fact that many citizens are 
already showing reluctance 
over having children demon-
strates that it may be unlikely 
for the new two-child policy to 
substantially augment China’s 
low birthrate.

In addition, although China 
has strictly enforced a one-child 
policy on the general popula-
tion for decades, many affluent 
couples did not hesitate to 
break the law in order to have 
more than one child. Because 
they had more than enough 
money to support a second 
child, many wealthy individu-
als of high status were willing 
and able to break the rules and 
compensate by paying huge 
fines. Thus, it is questionable 
that the new policy will have 
a revolutionizing effect on 
Chinese society and break the 
status quo. While the wealthy 
can choose to have a second 
child, most of the population 
does not have the capability to 
support two children.

Although the two-child 
policy is unreliable and 
incapable of demographically 
changing Chinese society, the 
proposal is still meaningful. 
The new policy reflects China’s 
attempt to gradually abolish 
its birth control policies and 
democratize its government 
system. However, in order 
to make the two-child policy 
function properly, China must 
first figure out ways to lower 
the financial instability among 
citizens living in big cities, 
make it economically possible 
for the average individual to 
consider having two children 
and lessen the gap between the 
rich and the poor. Only then 
will the new policy serve its 
actual purpose.

LIVE GREEK
LEADERS IN INTERPERSONAL 
VIOLENCE EDUCATION GREEK

W
ashington 
University 
in St. Louis 
Women’s 

Panhellenic Association 
(WPA) and Interfraternity 
Council (IFC) commend 
National Panhellenic 
Conference (NPC) and North-
American Interfraternity 
Conference (NIC) for 
withdrawing their support 
for United States House Bill, 
H.R. 3403—Safe Campus 
Act of 2015. We also encour-
age them to withdraw their 
support of the United States 
House Bill, H.R.3408—Fair 
Campus Act of 2015, which 

would inhibit universities’ 
ability to respond to alleged 
sexual assaults. We believe this 
proposed legislation is coun-
terproductive to ending sexual 
assaults on a college campus 
and creates additional barriers 
for victims of sexual assault to 
report their assault and get the 
support they deserve.

The Women’s 
Panhellenic Association 
and Interfraternity Council 
believe in providing support 
and education on important 
issues that affect our members. 
Sexual assault prevention 
education is just one of these 
important issues that we have 
focused on this year. This fall 
our councils have supported 
the following initiatives:

Partnered with Student 

Union to launch the It’s On 
Us to Intervene program. 

Encouraged chapters to 
host a sexual assault preven-
tion program facilitated by 
the Relationship and Sexual 
Violence Prevention Center 
staff and LIVE (Leaders 
in Interpersonal Violence 
Education) student group. 

The Interfraternity Council 
continues to hold meetings of  
their sexual assault prevention 
task force started in the Spring 
of 2015 to evaluate how to 
best educate our members. 

Women’s Panhellenic 
Association and 
Interfraternity Council serve 
as the self-governing bodies 
of the 19 affiliated chapters 
at Washington University. 
While our organizations 

(with the exception of  
Kappa Sigma and Phi Delta 
Theta) are members of the 
larger National Panhellenic 
Conference and North-
American Interfraternity 
Conference, our values here at 
Washington University do not 
align in support of the Act. 

We shall continue to 
encourage our members to 
urge their national organiza-
tions to question their own 
position, as well as NPC and 
NIC’s position, on the United 
States House Bill, H.R.3408—
Fair Campus Act.

As such, IFC and WPA do 
not condone the support of  
the Fair Campus Act and will 
do everything we can to make 
our campus safe for victims of  
sexual assault. 

WPA and IFC oppose the Safe, Fair Campus Acts
ALLY BRABANT 
AND JULIAN CLARKE
WPA, IFC PRESIDENTS

OP-ED SUBMISSIONS

JEFF KANG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER



What if we...
could bring sides together?

considered ecology part of theology?
saw church as more than a place?
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It’s the end of  a long 
day, and I feel like eating a 
burger. I should note that I 
ate a burger about an hour 
ago. Does that stop me 
from still craving a burger? 
I wish the answer were yes. 
Unfortunately, I follow my 
appetite, which brings me 
to Zippy Burger, the new 
burger place located on 
Melville Avenue.

I find Zippy Burger 
thanks to its big, bright 
sign in the exterior. I’m 
surprised by the tiny size 
of  the place—almost like 
a hole in the wall. It’s a 
rainy Tuesday afternoon, 
so it is empty except for 
two guys sitting together.

The cashier welcomes 
me as I approach the 
counter to take a look at 
the menu on the wall. It 
doesn’t take long for me 
to decide what to order. 
The menu is surprisingly 
straightforward: You could 
either get a “double” or a 

“single” burger. Equally 
surprising are the inexpen-
sive prices. The “single” 
is only $3.39 and the 
“double” is $4.89. I go for 
a “double” and a side of  
fries, the only other item 
on the menu.

I grab a seat in the table 
nearest to the counter, 
where I get a good view 
of  the entire space. It’s a 
small place with only five 
tables. The atmosphere 
is very laid back. As I 
recognize Eminem play-
ing in the background, I 
look around and see the 
graffiti-covered walls. One 
wall is painted with the St. 
Louis skyline (okay, the 
Arch) and another tagged 
with the word “Zippy” in 
graffiti.

Less than four minutes 
pass when the cashier 
brings my order to the 
table in a bright red tray. 
The presentation is very 
simple: the burger in a 
white wrapper and the 
fries in one of  those paper 
baskets.

I try the fries first. They 
taste like your standard 
fries at a standard fast food 
restaurant, which does not 
mean they are bad. Indeed, 
they are golden, crispy and 
hot. Just a pinch of  salt 
will do to enjoy them. 

I’m excited. This could 
potentially be my go-to 
burger place. Cheap menu? 
Unpretentious atmo-
sphere? Friendly staff ? 
Fast service? On the Loop? 
Not a dream? What could 
possibly go wrong? Well, 
the burger.

As I grab the burger to 
take my first bite, I notice 
how boring-looking the 
buns are. It’s okay. I’m 
still optimistic. You know 
what they say: Don’t judge 
a burger by its bun. And 
so, I don’t. Instead, I judge 
it after I take the first bite. 
I was disappointed by 
the bland combination of  
ingredients. 

The meat patties are 
skinny but well-cooked. 
The rest of  the ingredi-
ents consist of  a “special 

sauce,” onions, tomatoes, 
lettuce and American 
cheese. Nothing truly 
stands out except for the 
sauce, which gives it a 
much-needed edge to this 
otherwise dull sandwich. 

Granted, I wasn’t 
expecting one of  those 
juicy, fat burgers you 
always see Guy Fieri eat-
ing. After all, it was all 
less than six dollars. Yet, 
for a place called “Zippy 
Burger” with a bold 
two-item menu, I wanted 
something just as inter-
esting. Instead, it was all 
rather generic. This is not 
to say it did not taste good 
(I did finish it all), but it 
had the potential to be bet-
ter than good. 

Nonetheless, Zippy 
Burger is a place to keep 
on your list—its low 
prices and fast service are 
very convenient. If  you 
are craving a Big Mac 
but don’t want to feel 
the shame of  going to 
McDonald’s, then Zippy 
Burger is the spot to go. 

With the end of  the semes-
ter coming up, it’s dif ficult to 
make time to do something 
fun for a change. You may be 
thinking, “But Rima, what 
is a ‘fun?’ I forgot! How do 
I get a ‘fun’?” No worries—
here are some ideas to help 
you discover (or rediscover) 
some interesting things to do.

1. Go to an  
independent  
bookstore

There’s nothing like 
getting some new books 
that weren’t $300 and 
assigned for some random 
bio class! If  you’re trying 
to stay close to campus, 
check out Subterranean 
Books on the Delmar 
Loop, which always has 
solid options. If  you want 
to venture out a bit, take 
the No. 1 bus to Left Bank 
Books, which also has a 
combination of  new and 
used books, so it’s slightly 
less expensive than 
Subterranean. If  you’re 
feeling wild, take the 
MetroLink to Maplewood 
and go to The Book 
House, which is a short 
walk from the station. I 

especially recommend 
The Book House because 
it’s close to Foundation 
Grounds, a cute coffee 
shop with good sand-
wiches. You can read and 
snack! There’s also an 
ALDI, which is another 
great place to read and 
snack!

2. Take a  
random bus

It’s time to put that 
U-Pass to use. This is a 
great way to change up 
the scenery and get out of  
the bubble, especially if  
you don’t have a car. You 
can get on both directions 
of  the No. 1 or No. 2 bus 
at Mallinckrodt bus ter-
minal. You can also catch 
the No. 16 by the stop 
that’s close to Kayak’s. 
Hop on and see where 
it goes—you might find 
your next favorite place 
in St. Louis. Are you ner-
vous about getting lost? 
Just stay on the bus until 
it loops around the oppo-
site direction, bringing 
you back to campus. It’s 
the best way to explore 
St. Louis easily without 

having the fear of  acci-
dentally being dropped 
off  in an unfamiliar place 
and not knowing how to 
get back!

3. See a show 
at The Improv 
Shop 

Located in Central West 
End, The Improv Shop is 
a fun place to go and, well, 
see some improv (and easily 
accessible by the No. 1 bus, 
in case you decided to follow 
my previous advice and 
are now up-to-date on all 
the hippest bus routes). On 
Friday nights, I’d recommend 
going to their show called 
Storyteller. During each 
show, they invite a special 
guest (usually someone nota-
ble in the St. Louis area) to 
tell funny stories about their 
life. From that, the theater’s 
house team will improvise 
scenes based on these anec-
dotes. After Storyteller, you 
can stick around for another 
show, called The Improv 
Shop Against Humanity. 
They also have performances 
on most other nights, but you 
can check their website for 
more information.

4. Stay in and 
order a pizza, 
but don’t tell 
anyone about 
it, because then 
you’ll have 
to share your 
pizza

Look, doing things off  
campus is great. But it’s okay 
to remember that no matter 
what, Domino’s/Pointers/
Jet’s/Pizza Hut/some other 
subset of  corporate America 
will always love you. Order 
a pizza or six, log into 
your roommate’s Netflix 
account and call it a night. 
Honestly, make an event out 
of  it! Dress up in your best, 
freshly washed sweatpants! 
Throw on a baggy sweat-
shirt! Make it a groutfit, if  
you’re feeling fancy! Who 
cares if  the pizza delivery 
person thinks you’re lame 
for spending a Friday eve-
ning alone and looking like 
a zoo elephant who’s given 
up? Who cares if  he/she/
they judge you for getting 
pineapple and mushrooms 
on your pizza? This is 
America. You do what you 
WANT.

A quick list of 
things to do this 

weekend that 
aren’t horrible

RIMA PARIKH SENIOR SCENE EDITOR

ALBERTO FARINO
STAFF WRITER

THE MENU
BURGERS

double             4.89      
cheese, lettuce, tomato,  
onion, special sauce

single               3.39
cheese, lettuce, tomato,  
onion, special sauce

extra meat                       1.25
extra cheese                     0.25
extra sauce cup                0.50

SIDES

fries                1.99

chili mac          3.79

Zippy Burger: A decent option, but not mind-blowing
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WOMEN’S SOCCER SEEKS FINAL FOUR BERTH AT FRANCIS

HOLLY RAVAZZOLO | STUDENT LIFE

Freshman Caroline Dempsey plays in the Bears’ game against Illinois College in September. The women’s soccer team is moving on in the NCAA playoffs to face Wartburg College in the Division III Semi-
finals.

ZACH KRAM
SENIOR EDITOR
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Washington University’s 
women’s soccer team is 
in the midst of  a run of  
sustained success almost 
unparalleled in the current 
Division III climate. Since 
2011, the Bears have won 
three titles in one of  the 
country’s most competi-
tive conferences, they’ve 
placed four players on the 
national All-American 
squads and they’ve com-
bined for a robust 88-14-4 
record in that span. 

But there’s one glaring 
omission on the team’s 
recent resume: Wash. U. 
has lost in the Division 
III tournament quarter-
finals in three of  the past 
four seasons and hasn’t 
reached the Final Four 
since 2009.

The Bears seek a return 
trip, but they’ll have to 
beat a pair of  ranked 
opponents to do so. Wash. 
U. plays in the sectional 
round on Saturday at 11 
a.m. and, if  they win, 
they’ll return to the field 
on Sunday at 1 p.m.

The Bears’ first match 
on the Francis Field turf  
will be against No. 22 
Wartburg College (15-4-
3). If  the Red & Green can 

navigate past the Knights, 
they will face the winner 
of  No. 7 Illinois Wesleyan 
University (IWU) (20-2) 
and No. 23 University of  
Wisconsin-Whitewater 
(19-4).

Get ready for a slate of  
sectional soccer fun with 
our weekend primer:

HOW DID THEY GET HERE?

All four teams in Wash. 
U.’s section posted stingy 
defensive performances 
to open the tournament—
through two rounds, not 
one of  those teams has 
surrendered a goal this 
postseason. Wash. U. bat-
tered York College (Pa.) 
4-0 in the first round 
before sneaking by host 
Denison University 1-0 
the next day.

Elsewhere, Wartburg 
upset undefeated 
University of  Puget Sound 
in penalty kicks to qualify 
for the third round, and 
IWU and Wisconsin-
Whitewater secured two 
victories apiece at home.

By virtue of  its high 
regional ranking, Wash. 
U. drew the hosting card, 
giving the Bears the 
opportunity to clinch a 
Final Four berth in front 
of  a home crowd.

SCOUTING THE OPPONENTS

The Bears defeated 
Wartburg at Francis Field 
in September, with senior 
forward Olivia Lillegraven 
scoring twice in a 48-sec-
ond span to give Wash. U. 
the 2-1 victory.

Wash. U. controlled the 
run of  play in that game, 
peppering the Knights’ 
goal with 15 shots (eight 
on target), while the visi-
tors managed only four 
attempts on net (three on 
target).

But Wartburg has 
boosted its level of  play 
since that early season 
loss, and the Knights enter 
the weekend on a 10-game 
unbeaten streak.

The Knights rely on a 
potent combination of  
a versatile offense and 
stout goalkeeping. Five 
Wartburg players have 
scored at least five goals 
this season, and among 
Division III goalies with 
at least 50 saves this sea-
son, Wartburg keeper 
Beth Crow has the 14th-
best save percentage. 
Wash. U. junior Lizzy 
Crist ranks second by that 
measure.

One item of  caution for 
Wash. U. is Wartburg’s 

success on penalty kicks. 
The Knights were per-
fect on five penalty shots 
in the regular season and 
followed that up with 
victories in end-of-game 
shootouts both against 
Puget Sound and in their 
conference title game ear-
lier this month.

That could drudge up 
bad memories for the 
Bears: While hosting a 
quarterfinal match in 
2013, Wash. U. suffered 
an upset defeat in a shoot-
out just one round from 
the Final Four.

IWU enters its sectional 
match as the favorite to 
advance past Wisconsin-
Whitewater after beating 
the Warhawks earlier in 
the season. A potential 
Bears-Titans quarterfi-
nal would mark, well, a 
titanic clash of  I-55 rivals.

Wash. U. boasts a five-
game winning streak 
against IWU, including a 
1-0 home victory earlier 
this season when junior 
forward Katie Chandler 
scored the game’s lone 
goal late in the second 
half. In that game, just 
like against Wartburg, the 
Bears’ defense stifled the 
opposing attack, surren-
dering just two shots on 
target.

KEY STAT: 572

Wash. U. has allowed 
just one goal—off  a free 
kick in double-over-
time on the road—since 
September, and the team’s 
current scoreless streak 
spans 572 minutes. And 
the Bears have been 
shutting down powerful 
offenses: More than half  
of  their opponents over 
that span averaged more 
than two goals per game 
this season.

The defense plays con-
servatively, strangling 
opposing attacks by drop-
ping midfielders back in 
support and relying on 
an entrenched and expe-
rienced back line. And 
beyond those defenders 
waits Crist, who ranks 
second in school history 
in goals-against-average.

The old maxim applies: 
It’s hard to lose when you 
don’t allow the other team 
to score.

X-FACTOR: Katie Chandler 

Chandler’s goal to 
beat IWU in the team’s 
regular-season matchup 
was a rarity for the junior 
forward early in the sea-
son. After tallying 17 

goals across her first 
two seasons with the 
team, Chandler managed 
just three scores before 
Halloween weekend this 
year.

But alongside that holi-
day’s demons and ghouls, 
Chandler’s offense awoke, 
and she has found the 
back of  the net four times 
in the five games since. 
She started her surge with 
two double-overtime win-
ners, including a score to 
upset then-No. 3 Carnegie 
Mellon University, and 
continued the hot streak 
with goals in each of  the 
two tournament games 
last week.

Lillegraven is the focal 
point of  the offense and 
should command much 
of  the defensive atten-
tion going forward, but 
if  Chandler can maintain 
her current pace, the Bears 
will be better positioned 
to break down the formi-
dable defenses they’ll face 
this weekend.

Chandler’s impor-
tance to the team can be 
summed up simply: Wash. 
U. is undefeated this sea-
son when she scores a 
goal.

And if  that streak con-
tinues, the Bears will be 
back in the Final Four.
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