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Sophomores and freshmen can 
now apply to minor in the medical 
humanities, a new interdisciplinary 
minor announced this year aimed 
at studying the intersection of medi-
cine and health studies with the 
humanities.

The minor draws on classes from 
departments and programs includ-
ing art history, classics, history, 
languages and literature, music, phi-
losophy and women, gender, and 
sexuality studies (WGSS).

Two rounds of applications will 
be held each year—one in each 
semester—with the fall semester 
application period targeted towards 
sophomores, and the spring targeted 
towards freshmen due to declaring 
restrictions, co-founder and profes-
sor of Italian, history and WGSS 
Rebecca Messbarger said.

The three-year long process of  
creating the minor began after both 
faculty and students expressed inter-
est in pursuing the field of study.

Co-founder and associate profes-
sor of history Corinna Treitel said 
that she found students in her Health 
and Disease in World History class 
who had taken few, if  any, humani-
ties classes before, and took the class 
because they saw “health” and “dis-
ease” in its title.

“They come in for the topic, and 
they found out that they really love 
history. They love being able to put 
the humanities piece together with 
the science piece,” Treitel said. 
“I would have a train of students 
through my office saying so what 
can I take after this, I really like being 

School 
to offer new 
medical 
humanities 
minor
NOA YADIDI
NEWS EDITOR

Washington University’s recent 
released 2014 Clery Report showed 
a decrease in arrests and referrals on 
campus. 

The report, which all universi-
ties receiving federal funding are 
required to publish, describes crime 
incidents on and off campus over 
the past year. According to Director 
of Student Conduct Tamara King, 
these incidents are reported on an 
individual basis.

Arrests and referrals on campus 
decreased from 450 in 2013 to 368 
in 2014.

Jill Friedman, vice chancellor for 

public affairs, said that there is not 
much to predict from the changes in 
statistics. 

“It is impossible to draw any 
definitive conclusions regarding 
changes in Clery report data from 
one year to the next,” Friedman said.

Though there were no drug law 
arrests on campus in the past two 
years, drug referrals increased to 30 
offenses from 19 in 2013, but stayed 
much lower than the 85 offenses in 
2012.

Drug referrals off campus 
decreased slightly from 2013.

King explained what a referral 
entails.

“If there is a referral made, for-
mal adjudication is reviewed as an 

option,” King said.
For 2014, on-campus sex offenses 

decreased by four from 2013, while 
dating violence and domestic vio-
lence on campus increased by one 
and stalking increased by two.

Friedman expanded on this idea, 
explaining that any increases in 
reported sexual misconduct may 
be due to the University’s increased 
efforts to educate students about 
resources on sexual assault.

“In general related to incidents 
involving sexual misconduct, as 
we have worked to raise awareness 
and create an environment where 
students feel more supported com-
ing forward to report incidents, we 
have expected to see the numbers 

rise and are actually encouraged that 
victims are coming forward to report 
so that we can offer the appropriate 
resources and support,” Friedman 
said. 

Kim Webb, director for the 
Relationship and Sexual Violence 
Prevention Center, explained that 
many incidents are still probably 
going unreported, so continued edu-
cation is important. 

“I am grateful that individuals 
are reporting, and we still know that 
these types of offenses are largely 
underreported,” Webb said. “It is 
important to continue educating 
about the issues of sexual and rela-
tionship violence and promoting the 
support services.”

Clery Report shows decrease in arrests, referrals 
DEBORAH SPENCER
STAFF REPORTER

SEE MINOR, PAGE 3
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A Wash. U. community member speaks to Holocaust survivor Sonia Klein in 
Umrath Lounge on Monday night. The event, hosted by Hillel at Wash. U., 
hosted Klein, who was one of the last people transported from the Warsaw 
Ghetto and spent time in numerous concentration camps. 

HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR AMONG LAST TRANSPORTED 
FROM WARSAW GHETTO SPEAKS ABOUT EXPERIENCES

Stuart Sweet, vice president of  
the United Network for Organ 
Sharing (UNOS) and a profes-
sor of  pediatrics at the School of  
Medicine educated students on 
the current state of  organ dona-
tions Tuesday evening.

UNOS keeps record of  all 
patients who need organs and of  
all of  the organs that have been 
donated. Additionally, UNOS is 
responsible for determining which 
patients need organs most and for 
getting those organs to patients.

Sweet said around 25 percent 
of  eligible donors’ organs are not 
used because their families do not 
provide consent, and over 10,000 
patients die each year because 
they do not receive the organs 
they need in order to stay alive. 
One of  UNOS’ primary focuses, 
Sweet added, is to get more 
deceased donors’ families to con-
sent in order to limit the number 
of  deaths.

“We have a lot of  work to do in 
terms of  figuring out how we can 
bridge the gap [between patients 
who need organs and donors],” 
Sweet said. 

One way to achieve that is to 
register more Americans as organ 

donors, as organ donors consent 
to the use of  their organs, so no 
additional consent is required if  
an organ donor passes away.

T’Shon Young, Mid-America 
Transplant Services community 
outreach team lead, spoke of  
Donate Life America’s plan to get 
more people to register as organ 
donors.

“Donate Life America...has 
been working on the centralized 
registry. Creating this centralized 
registry made it a lot easier [to 
register],” Young said. 

While Americans once had 
to register by state, through the 
centralized registry, Americans 
from any state can now register 
as organ donors through Donate 
Life America’s website.

Sarah Small, a freshman who 
attended the event, believes that 
everyone should register as an 
organ donor.

“Registering for organ dona-
tion is important, because it’s 
one of  those things you can do 
that doesn’t really require any 
of  your effort, and you can save 
up to eight people, and you can 
improve the quality of  life of  like 
50 people,” Small said. “It’s such 
an important thing, and honestly 
it takes three minutes to go online 
and register to be an organ donor. 

So it’s just one of  those things that 
I feel like it’s necessary to do.” 

ORGANize: Student Organ 
Donation Advocates co-president 
Sara Miller, a sophomore, was 
extremely pleased by the amount 
of  student support for State of  the 
Organ.

“We had 65 students attend as 
we welcomed Dr. Sweet...It has 
been extraordinary seeing the club 
grow from its founding just a year 
ago into an organization with 
the capacity to host the president 
of  one of  the largest and most 
sophisticated organ sharing net-
works in the world,” Miller said.

ORGANize PR Chair and 
senior Shana Zucker was excited 
about the attendance and impact 
as well.

“In less than a year of  being 
an SU-recognized group, and 
as a Category II organization, 
we have already made such an 
enormous impact in hosting 
three large speaker events and 
nearly a dozen of  smaller ones,” 
Zucker said. “Dr. Sweet is such 
an important voice in the organ 
donation and transplantation 
community, and after our event, 
he told us that he fully supports 
our group and is willing to work 
with us to continue our advocacy 
efforts.”

Student Organ Donation Advocates 
host event, raise awareness
ELLA CHOCHREK
STAFF REPORTER

#ConcernedStudent1950 at a glance

RACIAL TENSIONS, THREATS ESCALATE AT MIZZOU

The death of Michael Brown sparks 
the #BlackLivesMatter movement, 
which causes protests throughout the 
country and on college campuses. 

White students  
scatter cotton balls 
outside of the 
University’s Black 
Culture Center.

Graduate student 
Jonathan Butler goes 
on a hunger strike, 
pledging not to eat 
until Wolfe steps down. 
Wolfe apologizes. 

READ OUR EXPLAINER AT STUDLIFE.COM

A wave of violent, racially 
charged incidents brings about 
protest. Missouri Chancellor R. 
Bowen Loftin announces diversity 
and inclusion training for Mizzou 
community members. President 
Tim Wolfe apologizes for not 
responding to students’ concerns 
after protesters block his car at  
a Homecoming parade.

Black Mizzou football 
players go on strike  
on Nov. 8, followed  
by other teammates.  
The next day, Wolfe  
resigns from position. 

Threats of terrorist  
attacks against black 
students appear on social 
media, including Yik 
Yak and Twitter. Mizzou 
community members 
continue to protest as 
people across the country 
announce solidarity  
with the protesters. 

Concerned Student 
1950 issues demands 
to Wolfe. A swastika 
is drawn using feces 
on a dormitory wall. 

“Systematic oppression is because you don’t believe  
  that you have the equal opportunity for success.”
   — Tim Wolfe, Nov. 6, 2015     
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“No one likes to be 
told what to say, but 
there seems to be a 
double standard. The 
systematic suppression 
of disadvantaged voices 
has become so ingrained 
in our culture that those 
who try to counteract it 
are seen as overreacting; 
but when those 
privileged by society feel 
as though that privilege 
is threatened, they go to 
great lengths to suppress 
those who threaten it.”
- Sean Lundergan, 
contributing writer
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Sir Winston Churchill, Boats at Cannes Harbor, 1937. Oil on canvas, 24 x 30". National Churchill Museum at Westminster College, Fulton, Missouri. © Churchill Heritage Ltd.
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SUNDAY 15
SUNNY
60 / 42

November 7
Auto acciden— Hoyt at Brookings. Two 
vehicles; no injuries.
Disposition: Cleared.

November 8
Property damage—Fourth floor window in 
the southeast corner of Dauten Dorm broken 
by unknown means.
Disposition: Pending.

THURSDAY 12
Assembly Series: Trans* Awareness Week Panel 
Discussion
Graham Chapel, 6:30 p.m.
“Out of the Margins, Into the Streets: Carving 
Space for Trans Women of Color.”

Department of Music: Wind EnsembleConcert
560 Music Center, 560 Trinity Ave., E. Desmond Lee 
Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m.
Featuring Mary Weber, faculty member.

FRIDAY 13
Chabad on Campus: Classic Shabbat Dinner
Barry H. Levites Chabad House, 7018 Forsyth Blvd., 
7 p.m.
Students are invited to join Rabbi Hershey Novack 
for a classic “Chabad-Style” Shabbat dinner. No 
fee to participate.
Performing Arts Department: The Misanthrope
Mallinckrodt Center, 6465 Forsyth Blvd., A.E. 
Hotchner Studio Theatre, 8 p.m.
Moliere’s most enduringly modern comedy.

SATURDAY 14
Gephardt Institute for Civic and Community 
Engagement: Dance Marathon
DUC Tisch Commons, 2 p.m.
Twelve-hour dance marathon. Benefits 
Children’sMiracle Network Hospitals of Greater 
St. Louis.

Center for the Humanities: 2015 St. Louis 
International Film Festival: Film Screening
Brown Hall Auditorium, 7 p.m.
“Cronies.” Free. Followed by a discussion with 
cast/crew.

Institute for Public Health - Gun Violence 
Initiative - Film Screening
Hi-Pointe Backlot Theatre, 1002 Hi Pointe Pl., 2 
p.m.
“South Bureau Homicide” (2015). Presented 
as part of the 2015 Annual Whitaker St. Louis 
International Film Festival.

SUNDAY 15
Department of Music and Germanic Languages 
and Literatures: Liederabend

60 Music Center, 560 Trinity Ave., Ballroom
Theater, 7 p.m.
Featuring Esteli Gomez, soprano; Eric Hoeprich, 
clarinet; and Seth Carlin, fortepiano.
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JScreen, a nonprofit organization 
associated with Emory University 
that provides genetic testing for over 
100 genetic diseases, is coming to 
Washington University on Monday, 
Nov. 16. Between 11:30 a.m. and 
3:30 p.m., JScreen will be set up in 
room 232 of the Danforth University 
Center to provide screenings for 
common genetic disorders at the sub-
sidized rate of $25.

“Twenty-five dollars can change 
your future, and it’s something that 
as college students, we don’t neces-
sarily think is so important right 
now,” sophomore Jacob Belinky, the 
lead student organizer of the event, 
said. 

Early testing and detection 
provides options to parents (and 
potential parents) who want to 
ensure the health of their children. If  
both parents are carriers for a genetic 
disease, their child has a 25 per-
cent chance of being born with that 
disease. According to the JScreen 
website, “80 percent of babies with 
genetic diseases are born to par-
ents with no known history of that 
disease.” 

“It’s just really worth the five min-
utes and the $25,” Belinky said. “It 
can change your life and change the 
lives of your children.”

According to sophomore Paul 
Felder, co-organizer of this event, 
genetic testing does not increase 
abortion rates, which is a common 
concern. Rather, it provides options 
that can, in some cases, even reduce 
abortion rates.

JScreen advocates many options 
to parents who are carriers of genetic 
disorders. These options include pre-
implantation genetic diagnosis, use 
of a donor sperm or egg, adoption, 
prenatal diagnosis and preparation 
and early treatment, according to the 

JScreen website.
While JScreen primarily tests 

for genetic disorders that are com-
mon amongst Jewish populations, 
Belinky encourages all Washington 
University students to get tested 
regardless of religious ancestry.

“It’s not supposed to be a Jewish 
issue; it’s really meant to be a service 
for the entire Wash. U. community,” 
Belinky said.

Certain diseases are more 
commonly found within Jewish 
communities, because many of these 
communities are very small and insu-
lated, and there is a higher chance of  
mating with someone who is geneti-
cally similar to you, Belinky said.

Genetic testing for predominantly 
Jewish diseases affects the much of  
the University’s student body, as over 
one-third of WU students are Jewish.

“If you don’t have Jewish ances-
try, there’s a high chance with going 
to this university that you can marry 
someone who is Jewish, so that still 
increases your chances of having a 
child that could have one of these 
genetic diseases, just based on the 
population of the school,” Felder 
said.

Freshman Harry Kosowsky plans 
to get tested with JScreen to prepare 
for his future and know what risks his 
children might face.

“I’m getting tested...because it’s 
so easy, and I’d rather know than not 
know,” Kosowsky said.

Felder noted the simplicity and 
convenience of the test.

“It only takes a few minutes and 
it’s not like they’re drawing blood 
or anything—they take a swab and 
collect your DNA, and you get your 
results in a few weeks,” Felder said. 
“It’s something you can do now and 
not have to worry about later in life. 
You can make sure that your chil-
dren are healthy and better off and 
plan for your future in under five 
minutes.”

JScreen to provide genetic 
testing to WU students
RACHEL KATZIN
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER



A Los Angeles Times columnist 
encouraged listeners to express them-
selves without inhibition on Monday 
evening in her Assembly Series lecture.

Author, essayist and columnist 
Meghan Daum read from her book 
“The Unspeakable: And Other 
Subjects of Discussion” during her 
lecture, which was titled “Truth in 
Writing.” She discussed the term 
“brave,” a term she said is often 
applied to her writing, and argued 
that writing frankly about her point of  
view is not courageous, simply a part 
of her job.

Daum is experienced with voicing 
her opinion candidly; she has written 
four books and recently edited a fifth, 
and has been an opinion columnist at 
The Los Angeles Times for the past 10 
years.

“For me, one of the biggest taboos 
in our culture is that every sort of crisis 
we go through has to be redemptive 
somehow, that we have to learn from 
our experience or become a better per-
son,” Daum said.

Daum shared an example of her 
writing with a personal passage con-
cerning what she called the almost 

anticlimactic death of her mother.
“I wrote many, many drafts of this 

essay and finally was only able to fin-
ish it, because I decided I would never 
ever publish it—that it would just be 
for me,” Daum said. “And I ended 
up showing it to a couple friends, and 
they were like, ‘Well the problem is, 
it’s the best thing you’ve ever wrote,’ 
so, you know, what are you going to 
do.”

Yet, Daum rejected the word 
“brave” that readers frequently apply 
to her writing. Instead, she argued that 
it is a writer’s duty to challenge the 
constraints of our culture and, instead, 
invite the reader to think alongside the 
author.

“Brave is for bungee jumping or 
getting over your fear of spiders or fac-
ing cancer or kicking an addiction,” 
Daum said. “Expressing ourselves, 
especially when we’re in the business 
of doing so, is something else entirely. 
It’s participating in the conversation. 
It’s recognizing that asking a reader 
to sit down and read something we 
wrote is actually asking quite a lot, and 
therefore we need to give them some-
thing that’s worth their time.”

For freshman Izabella Pastrana, 
Daum did indeed accomplish this 
goal. Pastrana came to the lecture 

after being provoked to think critically 
by Daum.

“This morning…I was checking 
my email and I read something of  
hers about how…you can go through 
a traumatic experience and you don’t 
necessarily have to change, and that’s 
just a cultural kind of expectation,” 
Pastrana said. “I was like, ‘I don’t 
know if I agree with that,’ and that’s 
why I wanted to come and hear her 
speak.”

Karen Fields, director service to the 
University for the Woman’s Club of  
WU, also emphasized Daum’s ability 
to make an impact on her readers.

“I’m really anxious to read [the 
rest of the] chapter [she read aloud], 
because I know that it will bring a lot 
of meaning to me and a lot of memo-
ries to me,” Fields said.

Daum is an adjunct associate pro-
fessor in the MFA Writing Program at 
Columbia University’s School of the 

Arts. Fields also mentioned Daum’s 
ability to make a difference in the lives 
of young writers and said she believed 
Daum was a great choice for the 
Assembly Series.

“I think she connects with students 
very, very well and encourages them 
to go forward in whatever vocation 
they choose,” Fields said. “I liked her 
subtle sense of humor, her directness, 
her enthusiasm. She’s a neat lady. 
She’s going to go far.”
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LA Times columnist discusses power of writing at Assembly Series lecture
ANNA LIN-SCHWEITZER
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

AB BROOKS | STUDENT LIFE

Author Meghan Daum reads from her 2014 book “The Unspeakable” in Hillman Hall on Monday evening. Daum has 
writen for many magazines and is an opinion columnist at the Los Angeles Times.

MINOR FROM PAGE 1

able to hold this conversation. There 
was nothing there.”

Similarly, an interest in a more for-
mal medical humanities track piqued 
the interest of faculty members.

“There is a core of faculty, profes-
sors primarily on this campus, but 
also on the medical school campus 
who regularly found themselves 
at the same talks, working in col-
laboration, gathering together in a 
brown bag on the history of science 
and medicine and so this has been 
around for a long time,” Messbarger 
said.

Messbarger and Treitel decided 
to pursue forming a minor in order 
to give students a place to continue 
these conversations and studies. 
They both stressed that, while the 
minor is not only aimed at pre-
health students, it was important 
for a school with a large number of  
pre-health students to have this sort 
of outlet.

“We want everyone who is inter-
ested in this subject matter to apply,” 
Messbarger said. “The reality is 
that more than 50 percent of our 
undergraduate student body comes 

here—at least—with the intention of  
pre-health and we want those hard-
working, ambitious students to come 
into our humanities classrooms 
and be transformed by them. Both 
in terms of how they see the rel-
evance of humanities to a future in 
healthcare, [but] also just the beauty 
and relevance of the humanities to 
everything.”

She added that there may also 
be a disinclination for students to 
move towards the humanities due to 
the pressure to satisfy requirements 
and hopes the minor will steer them 
towards more humanities studies.

Treitel and Messbarger stud-
ied others schools with more 
established, as well as recently cre-
ated, medical humanities programs 
like Vanderbilt in creating the WU 
model. The two then met individu-
ally with each of the departments 
on the Danforth Campus in order to 
hear ideas and concerns from differ-
ent faculty members.

Messbarger said she thought this 
sort of approach aided in the estab-
lishment of the program at this point 
in time.

She added that they took con-
siderations from different faculty 
members in redirecting the makeup 
of the program and took steps to 
reassure humanist colleagues that 
the program would be focused on 
the humanities.

“This was not going to be a case 
of the humanities being in service to 
science,” Messbarger said. “I think 
that was a big fear that this is just 
another way where the humanities 
is subordinate to the sciences. We 
were saying, no, this is actually to 
privilege the humanities and revital-
ize the humanities and bring really 
hard working students from across 
the curriculum into our humanities 
classrooms.”

She also attributed support and 
openness from the administration 
as one of the reasons for the pro-
grams creation, specifically Provost 
Holden Thorp, Dean of the Faculty 
of Arts & Sciences Barbara Schaal 
and Dean of the College of Arts & 
Sciences Jennifer Smith.

For now, the program will be 
capped at around 20 students per 
grade, and students will have to fill 

out an application in order to be 
considered for the minor. The appli-
cation includes a transcript, letter 
of recommendation and a question 
section. Afterwards, students 
will be interviewed in December. 
Messbarger said the number of stu-
dents who will get interviews will 
depend on the number of applica-
tions submitted.

From studying how medical 
humanities programs have devel-
oped at different universities, 
Messbarger and Treitel observed 
that many of these programs grew 
extremely rapidly. In presenting this 
data to the Curriculum Committee, 
the committee decided to place the 
cap on enrollment.

“We brought in one of the peo-
ple who was a found member of  
Vanderbilt’s…and she was say-
ing that within a year they had 
200 students, and we can’t do 
that,” Messbarger said. “So, the 
Curriculum Committee was very 
conservative about how many peo-
ple to let in, but I think it was wise. 
I think it was wise for them to say go 
slowly, make sure the infrastructure 

is there, that classes are taught regu-
larly, because otherwise you’re going 
to have more students than you can 
satisfy.”

After two years, they plan to 
reevaluate and determine whether to 
increase that number.

For now, the two have no plans of  
turning the minor into a major, and 
Messbarger said any development 
in this direction would have to be 
organic. Additionally, they want to 
see how the minor evolves in its first 
couple of years, but will be keeping 
an eye on how other schools that 
have started similar programs, like 
St. Louis University and Boston 
College, are progressing.

Still, both are excited about the 
prospects of the major and are 
encouraged by the increasing sup-
port and interest from different 
faculty members and students.

“I’m really passionately dedicated 
to creating opportunities for conver-
sations between the sciences and the 
humanities, and I think that medical 
humanities is one of the really good 
places for that to happen,” Treitel 
said.
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Parked inside the gal-
lery space of  Saint Louis 
Art Museum’s (SLAM) 
newest major exhibition 
is a black 1954 Chevrolet 
Corvette. “St. Louis 
Modern” is written above 
the automobile in a sleek, 
streamlined metal lettering 
that appropriately matches 
the style of  the 150+ 
midcentury modern objects 
that fill the gallery space 
beyond. Curators David 
Conradson and Genevieve 
Cortinovis, in the depart-
ment of  Decorative Arts 
and Design, worked on 
this show for four years, 
collecting furniture, textiles, 
architectural models, 
sculptures and household 
objects made or used in St. 
Louis from the mid 1930s-
60s. The show is organized 
both chronologically and 
thematically, including 
early, classic modern design 
in America, influences from 
the Cranbrook Academy 
of  Art, “ideal living” in the 
architects’ own homes and 
offices and Scandinavian 
design. 

On the wall beside the 
Corvette, the viewer is 
welcomed with an image 
taken on Oct. 28, 1965 of  
the Gateway Arch being 
completed; the keystone is 
being placed into the center 
of  this iconic parabolic 
form. The show, “St. 
Louis Modern: The Era 
of  Innovation Design,” is 
SLAM’s contribution to 
the celebration of  the 50th 
anniversary of  this defining 
monument of  our city: the 
St. Louis Arch, designed by 
architect Eero Saarinen. 

The Corvette was con-
sidered a bit of  an outlier 
before the show came 
together, as most of  the 
pieces in the exhibition 
are architectural. But once 
placed in this prime loca-
tion, connections between 
the style and material of  

the car and the plethora of  
modern household objects 
in the collection became 
accessible: The use of  
unconventional materi-
als like stainless steel and 
molded fiberglass are one. 

“The fins on the back 
really mimic the fins on 
the Dazey ‘Ice Crusher’…
and the mesh mimics the 
mesh that you see on some 
chairs,” curator Genevieve 
Cortinovis pointed out.

The “Ice Crusher” by 
David Painter of  the Dazey 
Corporation pops up later 
in the show among the 
“Good Design” section, 
which highlights pieces 
from a movement in the 
city to bring affordable 
products to consumers. The 
ice crusher’s sleek shape, 
made of  a black-enameled-
and-chrome-plated top, 
paired with its functional-
ity is telling of  the desire 
for designers of  everyday 
appliances to comply with 
the rocket age and modern 
machines. 

Other pieces in the 
“Good Design” section 
include funky lounge chairs 
and a colorful, cubic stor-
age unit with perforated 
metal by St. Louis-born 
designer Charles Eames, a 
desk made of  leather, steel 
and aluminum by George 
Nelson, and several dainty, 
glazed earthenware dishes 
designed by Russel Wright. 

“There was a movement 
around this time that tried 
to eliminate the lag time 
between conception, pro-
duction and consumption,” 
Cortinovis explained. “We 
want to celebrate the role 
retailers in St. Louis had in 
bringing modern products 
to consumers—they were 
cultural centers of  the 
time.” 

The result of  this goal 
is an exciting collection of  
post-war modern objects. 

Charles Eames’ and Eero 

Saarinen’s architecture is 
featured again by the dduca-
tion department’s SLAM 
Design Studio, a space mid-
way through the exhibition 
for families and visitors of  
all ages to pause and pro-
cess what they’re learning in 
the galleries. The education 
team has brilliantly set up 
three miniature dollhouse 
size cubbies that host tiny, 
handmade modern couches, 
rugs and furniture for visi-
tors to design and furnish 
their own midcentury mod-
ern living rooms. Above 
the miniature interiors is a 
bracket that illustrates three 
designers and their iconic 
objects, including Eames, 
Saarinen and Florence 
Knoll Bassett. 

“One of  our objectives 
or takeaways is that visitors 
will learn the names of  
these designers and get 
a visual of  what they’re 
known for,” Lindsey 
Schifko, learning and 
engagement assistant, said. 

Also in this studio are 
life-size modern lounge 
chairs and a pencil table 
scattered with relevant 
books for visitors to read 
and relax in themselves.

St. Louis provenance was 
significant in the curators’ 
process. They reached out 
to community members 
through the museum’s 
magazine, searching for 
examples of  private residen-
tial architecture. They heard 
back from two brothers 
whose parents, Celeste and 
Erwin Knoesel, were both 
architects in St. Louis. The 
couple built their small, 
streamline brick house in 
Glenwood in 1938, and 
their children have since 
preserved their home and 
its furnishings. All bought 
from the Herman Miller 
catalogue, their belong-
ings include modular wall 
units, aluminum, brass and 
chrome-plated steel lamps 

and a striking spherical 
aluminum and bamboo 
“Bun Warmer,” designed by 
Russel Wright, among other 
modern geometric appli-
ances. This couple is just 
one example of  how deeply 
embedded this show is in 
the personal histories of  St. 
Louis. 

A favorite piece is dis-
played in the “Ideal Living” 
section of  this show: “Book 
Table” from 1940 designed 
by Samuel Marks for his 
wife’s nephew, Morton D. 
May, who was also an archi-
tect living in Ladue. Below 
the glass top of  the coffee 
table are several slanting 
wood bookshelves, evoking 
a sense of  industrial energy 
and movement, as if  the 
table were about to spin off  
into space. 

“It’s an extraordinary 
example of  Marks very 
effectively using the idea 
of  machine age, taking an 
industrial looking form, 
but making it domestic by 
adding this very rich, burled 
oak veneer,” Conradson 
said. 

The book table does 
indeed spin, but visitors are 
not encouraged to try it out. 

The show comes full 
circle in the final gallery 
with a Masonite and ply-
wood model of  Saarinen’s 
Gateway Arch, borrowed 
from the Jefferson National 
Expansion Memorial. The 
model sits beside a photo 
of  Saarinen peering up at 
the apex of  the arch; that 
same keystone that the 
show originates with in the 
first gallery. Take part in 
St. Louis’ celebration of  
this iconic monument and 
its corresponding pieces 
of  midcentury modern 
objects by visiting “St. 
Louis Modern: The Era 
of  Innovative Design,” 
open in the Saint Louis 
Art Museum until Jan. 31, 
2016. 

In the past few years, I’ve 
noticed a trend where res-
taurants are attempting to 
bring unconventional, deli-
cious food to the fast food 
realm. In my hometown, 
a couple of  young men 
opened a Chipotle-esque 
sushi restaurant that imme-
diately became extremely 
popular. 

Doughocracy, the new 
customizable pizza place 
on the Loop, is trying to do 
something similar. Since its 

grand opening last month, 
Doughocracy brings the 
power of  pizza choice to St. 
Louis. Don’t get me wrong: 
Pizza has always been 
welcome in the fast-food 
realm. But now, it doesn’t 
have to be of  questionable 
quality—in fact, fast-food 
pizza can actually be good. 
Doughocracy brings this 
new phenomenon to St. 
Louis—here are 10 reasons 
why you should check it 
out. 

It’s extremely fast. The 
time between ordering 
and eating was about five 

minutes. 
By the taste, you’d never 

know that it only took five 
minutes to make. It’s a mix 
between thin and thick 
crust with a light layer 
of  sauce and the perfect 
amount of  cheese (which is 
easy to overdo or underdo, 
so props to them). 

The whole restaurant 
has a super cool vibe and 
perfect for any group size. 
About half  of  the seating 
is stools at a bar, and the 
other half  includes tables of  
varying sizes. You can go 
alone, or you can go with 
10 friends.

The workers are friendly! 
I don’t know how many 
times someone casually 
asked me how my meal was 
when they were passing by 
to go clean a table. 

They have the Pepsi 
Spire, which is Pepsi’s ver-
sion of  a drink customizer. 
Any place that has one of  
those gets a 10-point boost 
from me. 

The desserts were OMG. 
While they don’t have a lot 

of  options—Gooey Butter 
Cake and Nutella Bomb—
that’s all you really need. 
The Nutella Bomb is a 
pizza crust folded like a cal-
zone, stuffed with Nutella 
and marshmallows. Yes, it’s 
as good as it sounds. 

The salads come on a 
pizza crust. It looked so 
cool that I actually regretted 
not getting a salad (and that 
doesn’t happen very often).

There are so many 
options. You have four 
sauce options, six cheeses, 
six meats and like a billion 
vegetables (actually 17, but 
it seemed like a billion). 

Two of  the three owners 
are women. Yay feminism!

It’s just good. I got the 
Vegetarian Monster and 
the Gorgonzilla, and for 
the amount of  stuff  on 
my pizza, nine dollars 
seemed like a good deal. If  
that’s not for you, a simple 
pie—just cheese, sauce, and 
crust—is only six dollars. 
If  you like a good, quick 
meal, then it’s definitely 
worth a try. 

10 reasons why you should check out Doughocracy
ARIEL KRAVITZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

TOP: Doughocracy Pizza + Brews, a recently opened pizza  
restaurant, sits in the Delmar Loop. The restuarant offers custom-
made pizzas, salads and a wide variety of beers. BOTTOM: 
Workers shape pizza dough at Doughocracy. The Delmar location 
is the restuarant’s second in addition to a location in Geneva, Ill.

DANIELLE’S ARTICLES

St. Louis 
Modern 

DANIELLE LEVENTHAL
STAFF WRITER
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For the first time since 
2012, the Washington 
University men’s and wom-
en’s soccer teams both find 
themselves in the NCAA 
tournament—albeit under 
different circumstances. The 
men enjoyed an overall suc-
cessful season but have been 
upset twice in their past three 
games. The women, on the 
other hand, started strong and 
stayed that way all season.

Despite their contrasting 
paths, neither squad is slated 
to face a ranked team until the 
sectional round, giving both 
teams a prime opportunity 
to make a deep playoff run. 
Still, after their 1-0 upset loss 
on a last-minute goal to the 
University of Puget Sound a 
year ago, the women know 
that once they step on the field 
in single elimination, rank-
ings and prior success mean 
nothing. With a chance for 
either team to experience ela-
tion or heartbreak, here is a 
preview of what to expect this 
weekend. 

THE WOMEN’S TEAM
In the Books

Since ranking just No. 22 

in the preseason, the women 
have risen steadily through the 
polls each week, eventually fin-
ishing the regular season with 
No. 4 billing and a 16-2 record. 
To gain entrance to the dance, 
the women earned a share of  
the 2015 University Athletic 
Association (UAA) title with 
Carnegie Mellon University. 

The re-emergence of senior 
forward Olivia Lillegraven and 
a balanced attack has done 
well to fill the void left by 2015 
graduate Lillie Toaspern, but 
the foundation for the Bears’ 
ascension was their defense. 

The Red and Green have 
not allowed a regulation goal 
since the last day in September, 
a streak spanning eight games. 
The only goal conceded dur-
ing that time period was an 
overtime free kick against then-
No. 10 Brandeis University. 

Along the way, they shut 
out ranked teams such as New 
York University, Carnegie 
Mellon and the University of  
Chicago, ranked 16th, third 
and 19th, respectively, at the 
time of their games. If the 
season ended today, junior 
goalkeeper Lizzy Crist’s single-
season goals against average of  
0.46 would place her third all-
time in Wash. U. history.  

While the defense was 
shutting down opponents, the 

offense provided just enough 
firepower. Two weekends ago, 
junior Katie Chandler sup-
plied the game-winning goal 
in back-to-back 1-0 double 
overtime victories against 
Carnegie and Case Western 
Reserve University. 

The Bears are no strangers 
to high-pressure situations. 
Five of their past six games 
have been decided by a single 
goal. In addition, the Red 
and Green have made the 
tournament every year since 
2006, although they have not 
advanced past the quarterfinals 
since 2009, the year they fell 
in the final round to Messiah 
College.

On the Field
For their first and second 

rounds, the women will travel 
to host Denison University in 
Granville, Ohio.  

First up is York College 
(Pa.), which faces Wash. U. 
on Saturday at 10 a.m. The 
Pennsylvania school man-
aged to punch a ticket to the 
dance despite its decidedly 
average 9-10 record thanks to 
a three-game winning streak 
that won the Capital Athletic 
Conference crown. 

The Spartans have scored 
multiple goals in four of their 
last six games meaning the 

Bears may have to provide 
some more offense than they 
are used to. To that end, York 
has exhibited trouble contain-
ing higher-caliber attackers, 
conceding multiple goals to 
Johns Hopkins University and 
McDaniel College, the only 
two ranked teams the Spartans 
have played this season.  

If the Bears can navigate 
past York, they will face the 
winner of Denison (15-4) and 
DeSales University (15-4) on 
Sunday at noon. Denison was 

ranked No. 21 in the Nov. 3 
national poll but dropped out 
due to a 2-0 loss to unranked 
DePauw University. The Bears 
have played the Buzzards four 
times, winning three, but not 
since 2007 when they won 
in the second round of the 
NCAA tournament.

Desales broke into the 
NCAA tournament for the 
first time in its history after 
winning the Middle Atlantic 
Conference. The Bulldogs are 
winners of nine of their last 10 

games and have scored mul-
tiple goals in eight of those 
contests. 

THE MEN’S TEAM 
In the Books

The men came a long way 
from their 8-7-2 record last 
season, which saw them fin-
ish dead last in the UAA with 
a 1-5-1 conference mark. The 
Bears still only managed to 

Women and men’s soccer gear up for pair of tournament runs
AARON BREZEL
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

If  it weren’t for a broken 
hand in 2011 and a nerve-
wracking tryout in 2013, 
the Washington University 
men’s cross-country team 
would be without its most 
decorated runner thus far 
in 2015.

“I definitely did not 
take the usual approach,” 
junior Ryan Becker said.

Becker, who hails from 
Johnson City, Tenn., 
spent most of  high school 
devoted to tennis. That 
is, until a combination of  
medical steroids and over-
use caused him to break 
the hamate bone in his 
hand, temporarily forcing 
him out of  tennis. 

After the injury, Becker 
ran to keep himself  in 
shape. What began as a 
conditioning tool eventu-
ally grew into a passion.

“I remember one day 
when I was just out for a 
run, again with a broken 
hand, and I did an eight-
mile run, and I was like, 
‘Oh my gosh, that’s so far. 
I bet I could push myself  
even further,’” Becker said. 
“So then that summer, I 
decided to run a mara-
thon…After that, I went to 
cross-country camp with 
my school’s team.”

For many athletes, run-
ning and conditioning are 
necessary, but not exactly 
beloved, parts of  a suc-
cessful training regimen. 
Becker, on the other hand, 
began running before 
and after tennis practice, 
just because he liked it so 
much.

Becker subsequently 
joined the school cross-
country team the fall of  
his senior year, eventu-
ally quitting competitive 
tennis to pursue running 
full-time. 

However, because of  his 
late arrival to the sport, he 
was not actually recruited 
by the Wash. U. cross-
country coaching staff.

If  Becker wanted to join 
the team, he would have 
to walk on in a pressure-
packed tryout early in his 
freshman year. 

“The tryout was a cou-
ple weeks into the school 
year,” Becker said. “That 
was on my mind every 
single day, training for the 
tryout. That was a very 
nervous race, because basi-
cally I looked at it as my 
running career could’ve 
ended the day of  the try-
out—if  I didn’t run fast 
enough, I wouldn’t have 
run here at all. It was a 
very nervous race for me.”

Fortunately for Becker, 
that tryout was enough to 
extend his career. 

Head coach Jeff  Stiles 
cited Becker’s potential as 
a primary reason for the 
successful showcase.

“I remember thinking 
that he looked a lot bet-
ter than his high school 
times indicated when he 
ran the 6K time trial,” 
Stiles said. “He clearly was 
untapped.”

Becker improved signifi-
cantly over his sophomore 
year in 2014, finishing 
ninth in the UAA Cross 
Country Championships 
8K with a time of  
25:34.71, then notch-
ing a career-best time of  
25:06.4 to finish 73rd in 
the NCAA Championships 
later that season.

“His freshmen year, it 
was obvious that he could 
be pretty good,” Stiles 
said. “Then his [sopho-
more] year he continued to 
improve to our top five.”

This season, Becker 
has ascended to a level 
Stiles has called “nation-
ally elite.” Becker won 
back-to-back meets, earn-
ing University Athletic 
Association (UAA) Athlete 
of  the Week honors both 
times in recognition of  
these accomplishments. 
First, at the Gil Dodds 
Invitational hosted by 
Wheaton College on Sept. 
19, he placed first in a 
field of  186 with a time 
of  25:13, beating the sec-
ond-place finisher by 19. 
Then, at the SIUE John 
Flamer Invite, Becker set 
the course record with a 
24:47.7 time, 11 seconds 
faster than the runner-up.

Becker credits consis-
tency, helpful coaching 

and a constructive team 
culture for his newfound 
success. For one thing, 
a more conservative 
approach has helped him 
become a smarter runner, 
especially considering his 
lack of  experience prior to 
joining the college ranks.

“Across the board, in 
high school running is 
very different than col-
lege,” Becker said. “You 
don’t know how to pace 
yourself  in longer races, 
and workouts change a 
little bit. In high school I 
would always be trying to 
kill it on a workout, stag-
gering to the [finish] line, 
but in college that’s not 
really how you do it. It’s 
more patience and smarter 
training and smarter rac-
ing as well.”

Most of  these train-
ing and racing techniques 
come from Stiles, who has 
brought his knowledge 
of  the sports to the Bears 
men’s and women’s teams. 

“Especially racing, 
that’s a big standout that 
shows Stiles’ knowledge,” 
Becker said. “In most 
races, Wash. U. starts the 
race and most of  the guys 
start toward the back of  
the race…that’s how we 
try to go every time. We 
start a little more conser-
vative and then we pass 
people throughout the 
race.”

This mantra of  patience, 
boiled down in one sen-
tence: “You can’t win a 
race in the first two miles, 
but you can win a race in 
the last two miles,” Becker 
said.

That calculated patience 
extends off  the course as 
well.

Two weeks ago, a bout 
of  Achilles tendinitis 
prevented Becker from 
competing in the UAA 
championships. Without 
him and junior Dillon 
Williams, who also did not 
compete due to health, the 
men’s team finished sec-
ond overall. Had Becker 
competed, his average 
meet time this year of  
24:53.9 would have earned 
him first place, a hair in 
front of  senior teammate 

Josh Clark (24:56). 
Given the late-season 

injury, it would be tempt-
ing for Becker to push 
himself  in order to finish 
with elite times for the 
NCAA Midwest Region 
this weekend and the 
championships a week 
after that. But in the same 

way Becker had to learn 
when to push maximum 
effort on the course, he 
recognizes that the depth 
of  the men’s team means 
he doesn’t have to race to 
his breaking point. 

“Our depth is bet-
ter than it has been in 
years past,” Becker said. 

“We’ll compete like we 
always do, and hopefully 
come away with a little 
hardware.”

Lucky for Becker and 
the rest of  the cross-coun-
try team, Stiles reported 
both runners were recov-
ering well ahead of  
Saturday’s regional meet.

Cross-country runner Ryan Becker talks injuries, WU career
DANNY SCHWARTZ
STAFF WRITER

Junior Ryan Becker, a top runner for Wash. U. cross country, poses in Brookings Quadrangle. 
Becker began running in high school after an injury forced him to stop playing tennis.
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Sophomore Kat Kerska plays in the Bears’ game against Wartburg College on Sept. 12. The Bears 
women’s soccer won the UAA title and move on to first round play in NCAA this weekend.
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          drink &  dine
[weekly bar and restaurant guide]

4967 Forest Park Ave @ Kingshighway •  314.361.6924
MetroLink Exit: Central West End

Weekly Authentic 
Greek Luncheon

Join us every Friday 
11am to 2pm

•Dine In
•Carry Out 

•Catering for your 
office! 

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox
Church Festival Fridays

Free Drink or dessert with Wash U student or staff ID

DISCOVER 
MORE DINING 
& SHOPPING

theOliveLink.com

VISIT THE OLIVE LINK

INTERNATIONAL 
DISTRICT

WEEKLY 
FEATURES
----–––---------------

KC Chinese 
Restaurant 

8233 Olive Blvd.
-------------

Hometown 
Restaurant 

8235 Olive Blvd.
-------------

Yummy 17 at Olive 
Supermarket 

8041 Olive Blvd.

FAMOUS FRIED CHICKEN & FISH

Thursday WashU night
20% OFF 

food & drink
all students, 

faculty & staff 
w/ ID

6400 Oakland Ave. 
@ Tamm in Dogtown

(314) 647-PATS 
PATCONNOLLYTAVERN.COM

314-863-3333  - 7359 Forsyth 
Walk From campus

FortelspizzaDen.com 

$5 oFF $20
just mention

Earn some dough, 
sell some dough 

#Fundraising @Fortels

Casual Gourmet

walk from campus
patio Dining & Delivery

(314) 240-5134 •pizzinostl.com
7600 wyDown BlvD. clayton, mo 

We’ve got the NFL ticket 
every SuNday FuNday!
aSk For your Favorite game, 

driNkS aNd app SpeciaLS

1059 S. Big Bend Blvd. 63117
 Steps from Clayton Road

Authentic New Orleans food and drink 

RiveRbendbaR.com • (314) 664-8443

7337 Forsyth - Walk From Campus
(314) 72-SUGAR

WIFI

Coffee - Breakfast
Lunch - Sweets

24-hour diner
While you recharge 
yourself, recharge  

your devices.
Outlets in booths  
and all u-shaped 

counters!

LEED Platinum  
certified!

6261 Delmar in The Loop  
PeacockLoopDiner.com

Bowl with friends

drinks, pizza,  
pop-tarts

it’s social!

6191 Delmar in The Loop

PinUpBowl.com

A NEW FLAVOR UNVEILED EVERY WEEK,
NOW AVAILABLE ALL WEEK!
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HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
the grid above it, 
writing each unique 
letter only once. 
The correct solution 
will spell the 
complete phrase 
along a single continuous spelling 
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vertically and diagonally. Fill the grid 
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The Performing Arts 
Department’s production 
of  “The Misanthrope,” 
written by Moliere and 
directed by PAD assistant 
professor of  drama Pannill 
Camp, is sure to remind 
students of  their own social 
struggles at Washington 
University. Though the play 
was written as a critique 
of  the superficiality of  
the 17th-century Parisian 
elite, Moliere’s comedy 
endures in the modern era 
and translates well to an 
American college campus. 

The play interrogates 
an age-old social problem: 
At what point is honesty 

politesse? According to a 
misanthrope, always. We’ve 
all had our misanthropic 
moments at Washington 
University, whether it be 
saying something we regret 
in a Facebook rant or tak-
ing an argument too far 
in class. Eventually, we all 
learn to adjust our levels 
of  honesty to get through 
life—otherwise, we’d be our 
own worst enemies in job 
interviews and social situ-
ations. Alceste, the play’s 
title character, represents 
the opposite approach to 
growing up: He doesn’t 
adjust. 

“Alceste wishes he could 
fit in, wants to fit in, but 
he just can’t help himself,” 
senior Charley Cotton, 

who plays Alceste in the 
production, explained. “He 
just has this need to object 
to pretty much anything 
anyone does, in part on a 
principle level, and in part 
from a purely contrarian 
place.” 

Charley sums up 
Alceste’s paradigm with 
one of  his lines: “Men, sir, 
are always wrong.” 

Not everyone in the play 
handles social conundrums 
in the same way. Each 
character performs for her 
friends in order to make 
people like her and sustain 
the persona she’s built 
up in society. Celimene, 
played by sophomore Anna 
McConnell, embodies 
all the false flattery and 

flirtatiousness that Alceste 
seems to hate, but she 
becomes the misanthrope’s 
love interest nonethe-
less. On the other hand, 
Philinte, played by junior 
Gabe Hoffman, represents 
Alceste’s best friend and 
dramatic foil. A (weak) 
voice of  reason in the show, 
Philinte seems to constantly 
put his life on hold in order 
to pull his buddy back from 
the ledge. 

“Even though [the play] 
was written in verse and 
rhyming couplets, it still 
updates well to modern, 
contemporary society,” 
senior Victoria Yin, assis-
tant director, added. “It’s 
not a stretch we can’t recog-
nize [at Wash. U.].” 

“I found that [the 
play] really relates to my 
personal life and rela-
tionships,” McConnell 
said. “Relationships 
between friends, relation-
ships between more than 
friends—I think you can 
learn a lot, emotionally, 
from [‘The Misanthrope’].”

According to Hoffman, 
the play also speaks to 
modern hookup culture 
and “the constant state of  
limbo people often find 
themselves in” on college 
campuses. 

“Misanthropes are 
everywhere. Everyone is mis-
anthropic about something,” 
Hoffman continued. “Alceste 
is really relatable. He just 
wants people to be candid 

and not passive aggressive...
There’s value in that.” 

The play takes place in a 
giant playroom—a bit like 
the Wash. U. bubble—and 
will remind audiences of  
the show’s comedic aspects. 
This production includes 
ping pong, dance sequences, 
karaoke and vaporizers (oh, 
boy) to emphasize the play’s 
modern setting and make 
the content conversational 
rather than historical.

“The Misanthrope” will 
run in the A.E. Hotchner 
Studio Theatre on Nov. 13, 
14, 20 and 21 at 8 p.m. and 
on Nov. 15 and 22 at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 for students 
and can be purchased at 
the Edison Box Office in 
Mallinckrodt. 

PAD’s ‘Misanthrope’ remains relevant to modern campus culture

As I neared the end 
of  Aziz Ansari’s book, 
“Modern Romance,” I 
found myself  wondering: 
“Where are the jokes?” 
Unlike recent comedic 
memoirs, my favorite genre 
of  nonfiction writing, 
Ansari’s summer release 
focused on…science. 
Science of  the analytical 
kind, definitely, and with 
jokes sprinkled in—but sci-
ence, nonetheless. 

In his latest project, the 
Netflix series “Master of  
None,” Ansari continues 
with this trend of  experi-
mental comedy. “Master 

of  None” is a scripted 
series, a departure from the 
hour-long stand-up specials 
comedy fans have come to 
expect from Netflix part-
nerships, in which Ansari 
explores the nuances of  
millennial life, from rela-
tionships with parents to 
the idea of  having children. 

Ansari plays Dev, an 
up-and-coming actor living 
in Brooklyn who shares 
many of  the same ponder-
ings about modern day 
love and life as his creator. 
His friend group is diverse 
yet similar: Though they 
identify with differing 

ethnic backgrounds and 
sexualities, they live within 
the same hipster sub-
culture, a world in which 
secret Father John Misty 
concerts and nights spent 
binge-watching “Sherlock” 
are the norm. 

They are exceedingly 
privileged, seeming to lead 
comfortable lives that still 
provide them with ample 
leisure time. However, 
while sampling cocktails at 
a bar, they whine about the 
difficulties of  their genera-
tion. The show particularly 
invokes the inherent vanity 
of  millennials in its second 

episode, “Parents.”
In this episode, Dev and 

a friend are so wrapped 
up in their perfect lives 
that they forget about the 
sacrifices their immigrant 
parents made in order to 
provide these lives for them. 
When his father asks him 
to do him a favor, Dev’s 
reason for saying no is that 
he “doesn’t want to miss 
the previews” of  the movie 
he is going to see. This 
behavior seems humorous 
until we see a flashback of  
his father’s life: first playing 
with an abacus in India, 
forbidden from toys; then 

leaving his country behind, 
penniless, to go to medical 
school in America. In the 
end, Dev buys his father 
a guitar and lessons after 
hearing that he was barred 
from such things as a child, 
but his father cancels the 
lessons, because he doesn’t 
like how playing guitar 
hurts his fingers. 

Ultimately, this final 
scene is what saves us from 
viewing Dev in a nega-
tive light, by showing us 
that perhaps laziness is an 
American problem rather 

JULIA ZASSO
THEATER EDITOR

MASTER OF NONE

KIMBERLY HENRICKSON
Film Editor SEE MASTER, PAGE 10
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Stop worrying about the wait-list, take these classes instead

Registration season 
is here again, 
meaning many 
students will be 

rushing to their computers 
every morning to check the 
wait-list for that one class 
everybody wants to take. 
Student Life would like to 
offer an alternative to all that 
hoping and waiting: a list of  

classes you can wedge into your 
schedule that we think will give 
you some great experiences.

Classical to Renaissance 
Literature: Text and 
Tradition

Yeah, it’s a lot of  read-
ing. Yeah, everything you 
read is by dead white guys 
(with the exception of  

Sappho, literally the original 
lesbian). And yeah, you 
might not be in Text and 
Tradition or IPH, but none 
of  that matters, because 
Phillip Purchase is teach-
ing this class. If  not for 
his indescribable wealth 
of  knowledge about every 
single word in Homer’s 
“Iliad,” take it because the 

phrase “fantastically large 
clitoris” was used when I 
took this course two years 
ago. Also, you will learn so 
much about literature that 
most people only pretend to 
have read. —Sarah Hands, 
Managing Editor 

Advertising I
Whether you plan to 

pursue a career in advertis-
ing or just want to have a 
fun creative outlet in your 
schedule, Advertising I is 
a great option. The major-
ity of  the class is spent on 
group projects that walk 
you through the process 
of  brainstorming, creating 
and pitching ad campaigns, 
including a final project that 

you present to an actual 
agency. Plus, the class’s 
professor, Frank Oros, is an 
industry veteran with plenty 
of  interesting stories to 
share. —Katharine Jaruzelski, 
Managing Editor

A 
few careful 
considerations 
may be in order 
in the wake of  

recent protests at Yale and 
the University of Missouri 
(Mizzou).

To sum up the events at 
Yale: The administrators sent 
out a pre-Halloween mes-
sage warning students to be 
mindful of costumes that could 
be offensive. Two professors, 
the Christakis couple that live 
on campus as “masters” of a 
residential college—similar to 
our Faculty Fellows—sent out 
a follow-up email to the admin-
istrators. Their email was not 
a backlash but a simple state-
ment claiming students should 
consider themselves powerful 
enough to address this issue in 
the student community. If a 
student found a costume offen-
sive, he/she could address the 
issue directly to the offending 
student and avoid administra-
tive inclusion.

The email has led to some 
significant outrage among 
Yale students, who claim that 
Christakis’ email is insensitive 
to minorities. Some read the 
email as a pressure to submit 
to offensive costumes, to not 
speak out. A video online 
shows a group of students 
confronting Mr. Christakis 
and walking away before the 
master could respond. There 
was an obvious break in belief, 
and students refused to talk. 

Actions will always have 
unforeseen consequences. 
People do not always mean 
to offend, yet it happens—for 
everyone and to everyone. The 
most disturbing part of the 

video is when the student yells: 
“You should step down!” 

As students of an excep-
tionally expensive university, 
we are now more than ever 
consumers of our college expe-
riences. Since we pay more, we 
can demand more, and that 
has led to great progress—just 
last week the College of Arts & 
Sciences granted departmental 
status to the former Women 
and Gender Studies Program, 
something that students had 
wanted for a while. As we’ve 
seen at the University of  
Missouri, assembled students 
have the power to oust even the 
presidents of our schools. This 
is an unprecedented amount of  
power we now hold.

There is also a definite 
strategy among certain social 
activists that works on a harsh 
reactionary basis. Someone in 
power says something offen-
sive, the cry goes out for that 
person to pay, and pay dearly. 

In a time when students 
have so much influence, it is 
paramount to always consider 
the option of forgiveness. 
Immediate condemnation and 
scapegoating are not produc-
tive policies for social change.

People make mistakes all 
the time—especially us college 
students. If we consider these 
disagreements first from the 
stance of: “Can I forgive this 
person?” we can begin address-
ing these issues with a dialogue. 
If a Halloween costume is 
offensive, don’t immediately 
judge the person wearing it as 
malicious; perhaps they are 
only uninformed, as we all are 
to some degree. If you get an 
email that irks you, the first 
step should always be to talk, 
to discuss and to consider the 
opposing side. 

To conclude, we must 
remember that forgiveness car-
ries over to these protestors. For 
instance, there is the Mizzou 
professor who was caught on 
video bullying a journalist, call-
ing “muscle” to remove him 
from behind the line of protes-
tors. She has since submitted 
an apology. In my mind, she 
has made up for her mistakes 
and should not be fired. For 
all we know, that accusatory 
Yale student feels the same. 
Humans have the unfortunate 
tendency to perform regrettable 
actions. Yet, we will never be 
able to truly grow from these 
issues if our first actions are to 
dismiss or fire or slander. If we 
fail to start with forgiveness and 
an open conversation, there 
will be nothing to learn.

In this modern age when 
technology allows such read-
able attention on the Internet 
and in our schools, we must 
recognize the importance 
of restraint. Washington 
University will doubtless 
experience rifts in the coming 
years. Students, parents and 
professors will all be offended 
at some time, and we never 
have the authority to say 
whether someone’s feelings are 
valid or not, whether they need 
to “suck it up.” The only way 
we can address these issues is 
to talk. 

Sometimes, forgiveness fails, 
and students must consider 
other options. Some matters 
demand swift, prompt and 
severe action against those who 
fail to act inclusively. Yet we 
hope that is seldom the case. A 
conversation can almost always 
get us a little bit closer to under-
standing. And understanding, 
we can all agree, is exactly 
what college students pay for.

Understanding in the wake 
of Yale and Mizzou

HARRY HALL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

OP-ED SUBMISSION

Small Pre-O’s help with college adjustment, open doors for freshmen

T
his summer, I 
received an email 
from the First Year 
Center about pre-

orientation programs that were 
offered. At first, I was unsure 
what these programs were, 
but upon further research, I 
realized it was something I 
was interested in. I mean, who 
wouldn’t want to move into 
college early? Little did I know, 
when I chose to participate 
in the “World of Politics” 
Pre-Orientation program, how 

much that experience would 
improve my experience as a 
freshman. 

Unfortunately, due to the 
new 20-participant rule put in 
place by the First Year Center, 
future freshmen may not have 
the same opportunity as I did.

My participation in “World 
of Politics” has directly 
contributed to my positive 
experience as a freshman. 
One of the main components 
of this Pre-Orientation was a 
Model United Nations simula-
tion. To be honest, when I first 
read our schedule, I said to 
my roommate, “I don’t even 

know what Model UN is, 
I’m going to hate this pre-o.” 
Although my initial thoughts 
towards Model UN were not 
positive, upon participating in 
the simulation, I knew it was a 
program in which I wanted to 
be involved.

Because of “World of  
Politics,” I became heavily 
involved in the Washington 
University International 
Relations Council, the group 
that encompasses our Model 
UN team, and my involve-
ment with WUIRC has truly 
shaped my freshman year. 
Some of my best friends I’ve 

met here have been through 
WUIRC, and the program 
has introduced me to older 
students who I can now turn 
to for advice. I even had the 
opportunity to travel to Los 
Angeles for a conference with 
WUIRC, largely because of  
my involvement through the 
Pre-Orientation. If it wasn’t for 
the Pre-Orientation program, 
I would have never gotten 
involved in WUIRC in the first 
place and would have missed 
out on all of these positive 
experiences.

Limiting pre-orientation 
programs to only programs 

with more than 20 students is 
counterintuitive to the concept 
of a Pre-Orientation and the 
overall goal of the First Year 
Center. For a program like 
“World of Politics,” a larger 
number of students would not 
be beneficial. Our leaders were 
able to facilitate meaningful 
discussions and develop lasting 
relationships with the pre-ori-
entation participants. I’m still 
close with not only my fellow 
pre-orientation participants, 
but also many of my pre-ori-
entation leaders. I even wanted 
to end my summer early next 
year in order to move in early 

to staff the “World of Politics” 
Pre-Orientation.

Pre-orientations should 
help students with the adjust-
ment of moving into college. 
They should help students 
foster relationships with 
other students here. They 
should introduce students 
to organizations on campus 
that will shape their experi-
ence. The “World of Politics” 
Pre-Orientation did all of  
these things, and abolishing 
it because it may not have 20 
participants by an arbitrary 
date in mid-June would be 
utter nonsense.  

SCOTT SOLOMON
CLASS OF 2019

FOR MORE CLASS 
RECOMMENDATIONS, 
SEE STUDLIFE.COM

I
t seems time we set 
some things straight. 
Being “PC” is not the 
same thing as infring-

ing people’s right to free 
speech. Furthermore, it’s not 
nitpicky political correctness 
to criticize overtly racist acts 
like dressing in blackface, 
yelling the n-word at a group 
of black students or drawing 
a swastika in feces on a dorm. 

The recent protests against 
racism at Yale and Mizzou 
have brought attention to 
these and other ongoing 
infringements of civil rights 
by those universities. Passions 
on both sides of the debate 
have escalated—one side 
wants to combat racism and 
the other wants to protect the 
rights of those who may or 
may not act in racist ways. 
Yes, Erika Christakis of  
Yale presented her thoughts 
about offensive Halloween 
costumes in a thoughtful, 
conscientious way. But she 
glosses over the issue central 
to the discussion when she 
says of her enjoyment of  
participating in other cul-
tures: “Am I fetishizing and 
appropriating others’ cultural 
experiences? Probably.”

While I applaud Christakis 
for reflecting and encourag-
ing others to discuss these 
kinds of issues, the trivializa-
tion and appropriation of  
others’ culture is a compo-
nent to the white privilege 
that underlies all racial issues 
in America. She goes on to 
distract from the real issue of  
cultural appropriation with 
the typical fallacy about reli-
gious people being offended 

by provocative attire; religious 
people aren’t a marginal-
ized group in society. It’s not 
about censoring anything that 
might offend someone—as 
one student told Christakis’s 
husband Nicholas, “It is not 
about creating an intellec-
tual space! It is not! Do you 
understand that? It’s about 
creating a home here!”

What the University 
of Missouri system presi-
dent Tim Wolfe told black 
students is far and away 
more callous and ignorant: 
“Systematic oppression is 
because you don’t believe that 
you have the equal opportu-
nity for success.” And what’s 
really unfathomable is that so 
many people have criticized 
the students for protest-
ing against this and other 
instances of racism instead 
of Wolfe.

No one likes to be told 
what to say. But when 
you’re saying something that 
marginalizes an entire group 
of people, it goes beyond the 
free expression of your ideas; 
it becomes a contributing fac-
tor to that marginalization.

The question thus arises of  
the role of free speech in insti-
tutions of higher education. 
Should all forms of expres-
sion be allowed on a college 
campus? The easy answer 
to this question is yes, and 
when it’s framed in this way 
many people would be likely 
to agree. But it gets trickier 
when one contemplates how 
violent or disruptive to the 
social and psychological 
security of some students 
this expression may be. Now, 
some would hold their view 
that speech rights should go 
unimpeded in this scenario, 

but others falter, noting that 
the security rights of the 
victimized students bear 
consideration as well.

The problem of rights that 
we face in the U.S. today is 
not the liberal crusade against 
free speech that racism-
deniers proclaim it to be. It’s 
the fact that, in 2015, not 
only do we have a culture that 
perpetuates white privilege 
and racism, but those who 
make an effort to reverse this 
appalling reality are slan-
dered as opponents of speech 
rights. So when people trying 
to change the status quo are 
shot down as “PC Police” or 
misguided protestors, it’s not 
conducive to the protection 
of rights that are due to all 
people. All it serves to do is 
to promote the objectively 
false notion that we’re liv-
ing in a post-racial society 
where white people are being 
unfairly oppressed. And in 
that respect, attacking those 
who protest racism is equiva-
lent to the racist actions 
themselves: It perpetuates 
the status quo in which it’s 
acceptable for minorities, 
especially black Americans, 
to be denied status equal to 
that of whites.

No one likes to be told 
what to say, but there seems 
to be a double standard. The 
systematic suppression of  
disadvantaged voices has 
become so ingrained in our 
culture that those who try 
to counteract it are seen as 
overreacting; but when those 
privileged by society feel 
as though that privilege is 
threatened, they go to great 
lengths to suppress those who 
threaten it. Kind of ironic, in 
a way.

Who the anti-PC 
argument actually hurts

SEAN LUNDERGAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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The Washington 
University volleyball 
team already has one title 
to their name this year, 
and the second—and big-
ger—trophy within reach 
is potentially just two 
weekends, and six tough 
tournament games, away.

But the NCAA Division 
III tournament selection 
committee didn’t do No. 
1 Washington University 
any favors in its quest for 
a national championship, 
slotting the Bears in the 
deepest and most com-
petitive regional in the 
64-team field.

Six of  the eight teams 
in Wash. U.’s portion of  
the bracket are ranked in 
the top 14 in the country, 
including four in the top 
nine. No other regional 
can boast more than two 
teams in the top 14.

That depth presents the 
Bears with a path to the 
final weekend that is rid-
dled with obstacles, and 
two potential opponents 
have already proven they 
can go kill for kill and dig 
for dig with Wash. U.

For comparison, Emory 
University—whom 
the Bears defeated in 
Saturday’s conference title 
game—won’t face a team 
ranked higher than 22nd 
this weekend.

It’s an important week-
end for Wash. U., which 
has been eliminated in 
the tournament’s first 
weekend three consecu-
tive years for the first time 
in program history. The 
team came closest to the 
national quarterfinals last 
year, when it fell three 
points short in a fifth-set 
loss to Emory.

Here’s a quick primer 
on what to expect as the 
Bears attempt to return 
to the tournament’s final 
weekend.

LOGISTICS

The Division III selec-
tion committee often 
prioritizes geography 

when creating its bracket 
to maximize the number 
of  teams that can bus, 
rather than fly, to their 
games.

So it was a little confus-
ing to see the Bears end up 
on a plane to Thousand 
Oaks, Calif., home of  
California Lutheran 
University—not that the 
players themselves mind 
leaving St. Louis for the 
coast in mid-November.

“I’ve got a tank top!” 
one player cheered when 
she saw the team’s geo-
graphic assignment.

Geographic proximity 
is important, but with a 
dearth of  nearby hosts—
only two of  Division 
III’s eight regional sites 
are within 500 miles of  
the Danforth Campus—
Wash. U. was shipped out 
to California, where they 
will face a host of  unfamil-
iar opponents.

The trip will mark the 
Bears’ first journey west 
during the tournament 
since 2003, when the 
team clinched its eighth 
national championship 
with a pair of  victories in 
the California sun.

FIRST UP

The Bears (32-2 record) 
start their tournament 
with a match against the 
University of  California, 
Santa Cruz (11-11), which 
despite its middling record 
snuck into the tournament 
by virtue of  a five-game 
winning streak that cap-
tured the Great South 
Athletic Conference 
Tournament title.

On paper, Wash. U. is 
the clear favorite: Against 
teams that qualified for 
the tournament, UC Santa 
Cruz went 0-3 this year, 
losing all nine sets.

The Banana Slugs run 
a balanced offense, with 
four hitters averaging 
better than 2.3 kills per 
set. But overall, the team 
ranked outside the top 100 
in Division III in hitting 
percentage and struggled 
mightily against its top 
competition, posting more 

than five errors per set 
against ranked foes.

Meanwhile, UC, Santa 
Cruz had little success 
blocking its elite oppo-
nents—the Banana Slugs 
allowed their three tour-
ney-qualifying opponents, 
on average, to hit better 
than .300.

AND BEYOND

The rest of  the region 
is crawling with teams 
that could give the Bears a 
battle.

The winner of  Wash. 
U.-UC, Santa Cruz plays 
the winner of  the first-
round clash between No. 7 
Claremont-Mudd-Scripps 
(CMS) Colleges (26-5) 
and No. 12 Southwestern 
University (31-4), in a 
rematch of  Southwestern’s 
five-set triumph last 
month.

Both CMS and 
Southwestern are bat-
tle-tested and enter the 
tournament fresh off  con-
ference championships. 
CMS took Wash. U. to 
five sets in September 
and has played at an espe-
cially high level against its 
toughest opponents: The 
Athenas beat No. 2 Emory 
University on Emory’s 
home court and defeated 
No. 9 Cal Lutheran twice, 
including in a three-set 
sweep in the conference 
title game last weekend.

The other half  of  the 
Bears’ regional is similarly 
populated with top-15 
outfits. No. 8 Colorado 
College (34-3) and Cal 
Lutheran (25-5) meet 
in the first round—Cal 
Lutheran handed the Bears 
their first loss this season 
with a dominant four-set 
win back in September.

The winner of  that top-
10 matchup will likely face 
No. 14 University of  Texas 
at Dallas (30-2), which 
plays unranked Whitworth 
University (19-7) in the 
first round. Texas-Dallas’ 
setter, Kayla Jordan, ranks 
first in the country in 
assists per set, just ahead 
of  Wash. U. senior Allison 
Zastrow in second place.

Group of death bodes tough NCAA 
challenge for volleyball
ZACH KRAM
SENIOR EDITOR

pull out a .500 record in con-
ference this year but improved 
enough to 11-4-3 overall to 
earn an at-large bid.  

 The Red and Green’s attack 
is headlined by a duo of for-
wards, senior Jack West and 
freshman Ryan Sproule, and 
behind them, sophomores 
Andrew Zingone and Thomas 
Hutchings have provided an 
additional spark on offense. 
The men work on keeping 
the ball in their possession 
and limiting the chances their 
opponents get on offense. 

For the most part, this 
formula has worked, particu-
larly during an eight-game 
unbeaten streak in the middle 
of the season. The offense 
showed bright flashes for 

margins of victory of four or 
greater four times this season. 
However, the Red and Green 
struggled with consistency 
down the stretch, including 
blowing a two-goal lead in a 
3-2 loss to Chicago in the regu-
lar-season finale.

The men will play in the 
tournament for the first time 
since 2012, when they lost to 
North Park University 4-1 in 
the opening round.  

On the Field
The men will host the first 

and second rounds of the tour-
nament at Francis Field. Like 
the women, the men received 
a favorable draw. 

Millsaps College (14-4) is 
the Bears’ first opponent after 
gaining an automatic bid 
from the Southern Athletic 
Association. The Majors score 
2.72 goals per game and rely 

on a top-heavy lineup—three 
players score over 60 percent 
of their goals. That game is 
slated for 5 p.m. on Saturday.

If the Bears can survive the 
Millsaps offensive barrage, 
they will face the winner of  
DePauw University (11-4-
3) and Westminster College 
(17-2) at 5 p.m. on Sunday. 
DePauw earned an at-large bid 
but struggles to hold opposing 
offenses in check: Opponents 
have scored multiple goals in 
six of the Tigers’ past seven 
games. Westminster won 
the St. Louis Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference on the 
strength of an offense that 
scored an outlandish 4.3 goals 
per game, an average boosted 
by consecutive 13-0 blowouts 
on Oct. 3 and Oct. 6. On Oct. 
7 however, the Bears were able 
to stifle the Blue Jays’ attack in 
a 1-0 victory. 

Freshman Natalie Stephanus celebrates in the Bears’ game against University of Wisconsin-Osh-
kosh on Sept. 5. The Bears beat No. 1-ranked Emory University to win the UAA championship and 
will play UC, Santa Cruz in NCAA regional play this week.
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than a millennial one. But 
by showing us that we can 
all have our moments when 

we prioritize ourselves 
over showing apprecia-
tion for someone else, he 
removes blame from the 

children everywhere who 
feel guilt about their par-
ents’ sacrifices. 

This trend of  referencing 
more serious topics than 
a typical sitcom would is 
dominant in “Master of  
None.” While sitcoms of  
yore would base a “very 
special episode” on a 

specific topic, the first two 
episodes reference ideas far 
more serious than Dev’s 
budding movie career, 
which has led him to the 
role of  a scientist that gets 
grotesquely infected by a 

mysterious disease called 
“the Sickening.” Ansari’s 
position as an already 
successful comedian posi-
tions him to do this; as 
the show’s creator, he has 
expertly tailored “Master 
of  None” to address top-
ics that would be solely a 
punch line in the average 
sitcom. 

It’s also darker than the 
typical comedy fare in that 
it doesn’t pretend that the 
world is perfect beyond the 
little world it has created. 
Dev and company are 
concurrently aware of  their 
good fortune and terri-
fied of  the future and the 
seriousness it will inevitably 
involve. From a filmmak-
ing perspective, each scene 
is treated tenderly. The 
flashbacks to India, which 
so easily could have gotten 
into campy territory, are 
shot to look more like an 
inspirational biopic than a 
sitcom. 

While existential topics 
direct the episodic plots, 
Ansari’s moments of  lev-
ity through these serious 

themes make the show 
enjoyable. The show’s 
unique format reflects the 
differences between the 
generations it portrays: 
Ansari’s friends don’t fre-
quent the same coffee shop 
or bar every episode as their 
parents would have done, 
but, rather, are all over New 
York, from cool concert 
halls to married friends’ 
houses in the suburbs. The 
episodes reject tropes and 
each take off  in a differ-
ent direction than the one 
before, with Ansari’s bud-
ding career and group of  
friends as the constant fea-
tures that link each episode 
to the next. 

Lately, new situational 
comedy series have seemed 
tired, falling back on the 
same cliches and jokes. 
With its unique format and 
themes, “Master of  None” 
rejects the traditional 
sitcom format, solidifying 
Netflix’s reputation for 
unique, deeper content and 
providing an avenue for 
future comedy shows to 
follow. 
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competitive risk-adjusted returns that create long-term 
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The Lipper Awards are based on a review of 36 companies’ 2012 
and 48 companies’ 2013 and 2014 risk-adjusted performance.

1

LIKE A BROKEN RECORD.

OUR 
FUNDS 
HAVE A 
RECORD 

5021A0058 C24849B Fall B2C Print BROKEN RECORD_10x15_nwsprnt_2.indd
Cyan Magenta Yellow Black

75004

MARK MATOUSEK | SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR | CADENZA@STUDLIFE.COM10 STUDENT LIFE THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2015

K.C. BAILEY | NETFLIX

MASTER 
FROM PAGE 7


	1
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack

	2
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack

	3
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack

	4
	5
	6
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack

	7
	8
	9
	10

