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WOMEN, GENDER, AND SEXUALITY 
STUDIES BECOMES DEPARTMENT

SU elections 
yield tie 
for last seat 
in Treasury

The Women, Gender, and 
Sexuality Studies (WGSS) 
program, which began at 
Washington University in 1972, 
has been granted departmen-
tal status. Professor Mary Ann 
Dzuback, who was previously 
the director of  the WGGS pro-
gram, has been appointed as the 
chair of  the new department.

Dzuback said that one of  
the most important aspects of  
departmental status is that it 
allows WGSS to better control 
its growth through both faculty 
hiring and curriculum develop-
ment, functions which it could 
not access as a program.

“We can request support for 
faculty searches, and we can 
conduct those searches ourselves 
and determine who is hired to 
the department,” Dzuback said. 

In the past, these searches had 
to be conducted through other 
departments.

“Joint appointments usually 
require cooperation with the 

department which can become 
the faculty member’s tenure 
home,” Dzuback said. 

In this scenario, a hired faculty 
member may teach in WGSS, but 
still be housed within another 
department.

“We didn’t really have con-
trol over those searches,” 
Dzubach said. “It was depart-
ment priorities that determined 
whether a search would 
be expected and whether 
a...candidate was hired.” 
In a press release, Dzuback 
said that she is looking to 
use the department’s new 
resources to fill out some of  
the areas where she feels the 
department is still lacking. 
“We could do more to address 
developments in trans and trans-
national studies, particularly 
from the perspective of  the social 
sciences,” Dzuback said. 

The department is also looking 
at expanding its graduate stud-
ies and forming joint programs 
with other departments in order 
to highlight the interdisciplinary 
nature of  the WGSS.

While Dzuback said that all of  
these changes are significant, she 
joked that most students won’t 
see an immediate difference in 
how the department operates.

“A lot of  students already 
think we’re a department,” 
Dzuback said. “The impact it 
will have is over the somewhat 
longer term, when students are 
exposed to the newest develop-
ments in the field, because we’re 
able to control how we grow and 
what directions we take.”

Dean of  the Faculty of  Arts 
& Sciences Barbara Schaal said 
that the change to departmental 
status will take effect imme-
diately, but that some of  the 
logistics are still being worked 
out.

“We’re talking about how do 
we assign faculty to the depart-
ment, but all of  that is going to 
be worked out in a very gentle 
and carefully thought out way,” 
Schaal said. 

Departmental status will allow 
for more faculty to be housed 
within WGSS, but Schaal said 
that it has yet to be determined 

which, if  any, current faculty 
members will move into the 
department.

More broadly, the WGSS 
department signifies what 
Dzuback called the University’s 
“long-term commitment” to 
the discipline of  WGSS. Schaal 
echoed Dzuback, saying the 
change acknowledges the large 
level of  support that WGSS has 
at the University. The depart-
ment currently houses eight 
core faculty, as well as over 
40 affiliated faculty members. 
In addition, there are over 60 
undergraduate majors, over 30 
minors and 31 graduate students 
within the department.

According to the press release, 
one of  the keys to the WGSS 
department’s new status was 
an external review in 2006—
the same year Dzuback became 
director.

“It was a fantastic experi-
ence,” Dzuback said of  the 
review. “It gave us a good grasp 
of  who we are as a program, of  

NOAH JODICE
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SEE WGSS, PAGE 3

Although there were 11 open 
seats in this year’s Student 
Union fall elections, only 10 
have been filled so far, despite a 
competitive ballot.

The vote count to determine 
the winner of  the last open 
spot—the candidate with the 
11th most votes—was exactly 
equal for Treasury hopefuls 
freshman Kyle Jeter and sopho-
more Jonah Klein-Barton.

SU president Jordan 
Finkelstein said a tie like this in 
particular had never been seen 
before—though there have been 
ties for Senate in the past—so 
there’s no clear precedent for 
the situation. The issue is being 
looked into by the Constitutional 
Council, the judicial arm of  SU.

“[We’re] looking at all of  our 
government documents and at 
any precedent that’s happened in 
years before to let us know what 
the next steps are to figure out 
who’s going to sit in that seat,” 
Finkelstein said. 

While voter turnout was down 
from last year (28.3 percent of  
students voted compared to 35.4 
percent last year), Finkelstein 
noted that the election was par-
ticularly competitive.

“I think [it’s] one of  the most 
competitive elections that we’ve 
seen in recent semesters, which 
is always good, because that 
kind of  stimulates voter turn-
out, because the more people 
who are running, the more cam-
paigning that’s going on, and 
the more people who will vote,” 
Finkelstein said. 

Students voted for members 
of  Treasury, senators from their 
respective colleges and for presi-
dent and members of  ArtSci 
Council. 

Eighteen candidates ran for 
11 open Treasury seats. Five 
incumbents—sophomores Bill 

ELLA CHOCHREK
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

SEE ELECTIONS, PAGE 3

Provost Holden Thorp, whose 
job description typically entails 
academic planning, budgeting 
and facilities, is stepping back 
into the classroom this com-
ing semester to teach a course 
focusing on elements of  higher 
education. 

The class, “Higher Education 
Administration: History, 
Research, and Practice,” will be 
offered to juniors and seniors, as 
well as some graduate students, 
and will be capped at an enroll-
ment of  15. 

The course will center on 
both the history and current 
state of  university administra-
tion and will examine various 
perspectives from a variety of  
controversies and debates sur-
rounding higher education. 
This will be Thorp’s first teach-
ing role since coming to 

Washington University in July 
2013.

Thorp said the main rea-
son he wanted to teach an 
undergraduate course as an 
administrator was to emphasize 
the University’s commitment to 
teaching. 

Junior and education major 
Katy Przybylski agreed, not-
ing that personal outreach, 
which teaching entails, reflects 
favorably on the Washington 
University administration.

“I think it says great things 
about our administration,” she 
said. “Holden Thorp especially 
has made a lot of  great efforts to 
connect with students on a more 
personal level.”

The class will also give stu-
dents an opportunity to learn 
about a subject which they 
might otherwise not experience, 
directly from an expert in the 
field.

“I’m going to be teaching 

material about what it is I do. 
For example, one of  the things 
we’re going to be doing in the 
class is looking at the kinds of  
commentary that are out there 
about higher education,” Thorp 
said. “Hopefully, it’s a class that 
does what education should do, 
which is give students the tools 
and ideas they need to analyze 
views for themselves.”

Przybylski said that the sub-
ject matter will add diversity 
to the education curriculum at 
Washington University, which 
will allow advanced students 
to explore more topics relating 
directly to higher education.

“The classes offered in edu-
cation right now are mostly 
geared towards secondary edu-
cation, and to my knowledge 
there hasn’t been a class offered 
geared towards higher educa-
tion,” Przybylski said. “I think 

Provost Thorp to return 
to classroom for Spring 2016
SAM SEEKINGS
STAFF REPORTER

SEE THORP, PAGE 3

STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE

Jay Winter, the Charles J. Stille Professor of History at Yale University, speaks 
at Umrath Lounge on Wednesday night. Winter, whose focus areas include  
WWI and 20th-century European history, talked about how the Holocaust 
related to the Armenian Genocide of 1915.

ASSEMBLY SERIES REMEMBERS THE HOLOCAUST

BECCA CHRISTMAN | STUDENT LIFE

Faculty search committees  
  will be conducted within the  
  department, rather than through  
  joint appointments. 

Departmental status signifies a  
  long-term commitment. Programs  
  can be more easily cut.

This allows Women, Gender, and  
  Sexuality Studies to better  
  control its growth in the future.
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THURSDAY 5
Urban Issues Speaker/Discussion Series
Busch Hall, Room 18, noon
“At the Risk of Seeming Ridiculous: Recast-
ing ‘Black Lives Matter’ in the Contemporary 
Popular Imagination.” Garrett Duncan, educa-
tion; African and African-American Studies. 
Event details. Busch Hall, Room 18.

Sam Fox School: Lecture
Steinberg Hall Auditorium, 4 p.m.
“Innovation & Technology in Fashion.” Paul 
Dillinger, BFA94, Steinberg Hall Auditorium.

FRIDAY 6
International and Area Studies – St. Louis 
International Film Festival
Brown Hall, Room 100, 7:30 p.m.
“Human Rights Spotlight.”

Department of Political Science: Workshop 
in Politics, Ethics, and Society 
Seigle Hall, Conference Room. 248, noon
“Religious Arguments in Politics: Public Rea-
sons, Warranted Beliefs, and the Justification 
of Coercion.” Ian McMullen, political science.

SATURDAY 7
Department of Physics: Saturday Science 
Public Lecture Series
Crow Hall, Room 201, 10 a.m.
“Relativistic Electrons in Flatland: The Case of 
Graphene.” Erik Henriksen, physics. Lectures 
presented by Department of Physics faculty 
and are tailored for the general public.

EVENT
CALENDAR

October 28
Lost or stolen item— A box containing a roll 
of copper tubing is missing from the counter 
in a lab in Brauer. Loss $43
Disposition: Pending

POLICE
BEAT

Washington University 
researchers recently found 
that life expectancy in 
northern downtown St. 
Louis city is 67 years, 
while on campus and in 
Clayton, it is 85 years, 
highlighting health dis-
crepancies within the St. 
Louis region.

Public health researcher 
Jason Purnell and col-
leagues at the Institute 
for Public Health and St. 
Louis University assessed 
the 63106 and 63105 ZIP 

codes over 14 months 
to explore racial health 
disparities. 

Frontiers Magazine, the 
University’s health review 
publication, hosted a 
panel on Wednesday night 
to raise awareness about 
these disparities.

Junior Carly Herbert, 
executive director of  
Frontiers Magazine, said 
the panel was a way for 
the magazine to bring 
together reporting and 
health in a public format.

Panelists included 
Jorge Riopedre, execu-
tive director of  Casa 
de Salud, a local clinic 
for immigrants; Durrie 
Bouscaren, health and sci-
ence reporter at St. Louis 
Public Radio, Matthew 
Kreuter, associate dean 
of  public health at the 
Brown School of  Social 
Work; and Jennifer Drake 
Fantroy, a policy strategist 
and student at the Brown 
School.

The discussion began 
with opening state-
ments during which the 
panelists echoed sen-
timents regarding the 
complexities underly-
ing the public health 

disparities seen in the 
aforementioned report.

Kreuter said one dif-
ficulty in addressing 
disparities was differing 
priorities between pub-
lic health officials and 
people affected by health 
disparities.

“We are focused on 
improving the health of  
populations but the popu-
lations that we’re trying 
to help are worried about 
different things,” Kreuter 
said. “They’re worried 
about feeding their fam-
ily. They’re worried about 
paying the rent. They’re 
worried about are they 
going to have to take on 
another job. They’re wor-
ried about safety. When 
you have unmet basic 
needs, like those, how 
important is it that you 
go out and get a mammo-
gram? How important is 
it that you eat a healthier 
diet?”

Junior Lucy Chin appre-
ciated the panel’s focus on 
current and local health 
issues and their apprecia-
tion for the complexity of  
public health disparities.

“As a student inter-
ested in studying public 

health and social work, I 
took away many questions 
about where and how to 
situate myself  in solving 
issues that affect our city 
and, more broadly, our 
country,” Chin said. 

She also praised the 
panel for showcasing the 
various demographics that 
health disparities affect.

 After the panel, the 
floor was opened for 
questions. Topics ranged 
from panelists’ personal 
experiences with public 
health discrepancies to 
the importance of  profes-
sional collaboration to 
and the benefits of  the 
human element of  public 
health.  

Riopedre said that con-
necting with the people 
in underserved areas was 
vital to improving their 
healthcare. 

“Because they feel cared 
about. Because they feel 
that we actually give a d--- 
about them, not just, ‘OK, 
here’s your pill and move 
on.’ That relationship, 
I’m convinced, is what 
is producing the incred-
ible medicinal results that 
we’re getting,” Riopedre 
said.

Washington University report reveals 
startling health discrepancies, prompts panel

ALEX SIEGMAN
NEWS EDITOR

MICHELLE ZHANG | STUDENT LIFE

Panelists speak about health disparities in St. Louis, particularly in reference to a recent study that described an 18-year difference in 
life expectancy between nearby St. Louis zip codes. The event was sponsored by Frontiers Magazine: Wash. U. Review of Health.
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What if we...
could bring sides together?

considered ecology part of theology?
saw church as more than a place?
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where we stand in relation 
to peer institutions and of  
what we have to offer. It 
helped us to get our house 
in order, and to start think-
ing about ways of  moving 
forward.”

In the press release, 

Provost Holden Thorp 
noted the significance 
of  WGSS in the field of  
humanities as a whole.

“The research, scholar-
ship and insights emerging 
from the Department of  
Women, Gender, and 

Sexuality Studies have the 
potential to profoundly 
shape how we, as a culture, 
think about and discuss 
identity in the 21st cen-
tury,” Thorp said.

Whether or not the 
WGSS departmental status 

will have any effect on the 
status of  similarly inter-
disciplinary studies such 
as the Program in African 
and African-American 
Studies or the American 
Culture Studies program 
has yet to be determined.

“There are many pro-
grams for example that 
do not want to become 
departments, because 
they are so truly interdis-
ciplinary and it’s kind of  
creating something new 
where it is a mixture of  a 

number of  different disci-
plines,” Schaal said. “On 
the other hand, you can 
see in cases where there is 
a program and it develops 
into a very vibrant field 
that there ultimately could 
be a department.” 

WGSS FROM PAGE 1

ELECTIONS FROM PAGE 1

Feng, Travis Parr, Iliana 
Ragnone and Keaton 
Schifer and exchange 
student Danyao Xu—
ran for re-election, 
and all retained their 
seats. Freshman Minki 
Kim, sophomore Jackie 
Oestreicher, freshman 
Sydney Robinson, sopho-
more Max Thompson and 
junior Chris Wilson were 
elected as new Treasury 
members.

As a newly elected 

member of  the Treasury, 
Wilson is looking forward 
to his new role. 

“I’m excited to be on 
Treasury so that I can be 
a liaison between students 
and the administration. 
I can listen to students’ 
voices and hear their opin-
ions on how we should 
handle our budget and 
develop resources that are 
necessary for the growth 
of  our student body,” 
Wilson said. 

The Senate is comprised 
of  members designated 
from each of  the four 
undergraduate colleges. 
One seat was open for 
Sam Fox students, and 
sophomore Amelia Fong 
retained her seat. 

Engineering students 
picked two senators in this 
election. Senior Bo Huang 
was re-elected, and sopho-
more Mark McMillin took 
the other seat. 

Two seats were available 

for Olin Business School 
students as well. Junior 
Nicole Nemec was re-
elected to her Senate seat, 
and freshman Lydia Duran 
was also elected.

Duran hopes her Senate 
term will be productive. 

“I’m hoping to learn 
a lot from the re-elected 
incumbents and from other 
upperclassmen about help-
ing the student body with 
important projects dur-
ing my term this year. It’s 

always a great feeling to be 
a part of  something that 
makes a lasting impact on 
a lot of  people,” Duran 
said. 

Six senators were elected 
from Arts & Sciences. 
Incumbent sophomores 
Christopher Hall and 
Jonah Ragsdale retained 
their seats. Freshman 
Brian Adler, sophomore 
Andrew Englund, fresh-
man Sylvia Snyderman 
and freshman Chas 

Warden are newly elected 
to the Senate.

Students in the College 
of  Arts & Sciences also 
elected members for the 
ArtSci Council. Freshman 
Carter Paterson is the 
newly elected President. 
The five members of  the 
Council, all freshmen, are 
Morgan Anker, Isabella 
Bergonzoli Jaramillo, 
Stephen Bertelsman, 
Anthony Scales and Kevin 
Yin. 

THORP FROM PAGE 1

as a college student cur-
rently experiencing that 
culture, that kind of  class 
would be fascinating, so 
I’m glad it’s being offered.”

Despite having never 
taught at Washington 
University, this is not 
the first time Thorp has 
stepped outside his role 
as an administrator. In his 
previous job as Chancellor 
of  the University of  North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
Thorp found time to teach 
classes in a variety of  
departments.

“Teaching a class and 
doing a good job of  it is a 
big commitment,” Thorp 
said. “But it’s also a great 
way to connect with more 
people on the campus, so 
it’s certainly valuable.”

Registration for spring 
semester opens the second 

week of  November, and a 
limited number of  upper-
classmen will be able 
to sign up for the class. 
Underclassmen, however, 
are left to wonder if  Thorp 
will continue to teach in 
the future.

“I really hope he keeps 
teaching,” freshman Jack 
Stephens said. “I think it’s 
a great way for students to 
get to know the adminis-
tration and a fascinating 
subject. Hopefully I’ll be 
able to take his class in 
years to come.”

While not committed 
to continuing, Thorp is 
optimistic.

“I hope I can continue 
teaching in future,” he 
said. “We’ll see how peo-
ple like the class.”

In any case, next semes-
ter can’t come fast enough 

for Thorp.
“It’s been two and a 

half  years since I taught 

last,” he said. “So I’m just 
excited about the routine 
of  getting ready for class 

and getting to know these 
students better. Getting 
to exchange ideas with 

brilliant young people and 
learning is thrilling, and I 
can’t wait.”

SKYLER KESSLER | STUDENT LIFE

Provost Holden Thorp discusses the pitfalls of a university operating like a business at Alpha Delta Phi’s Wash. U. Inc. panel on con-
sumerism, which was held last week in the Danforth University Center.

STEPHEN HUBER| STUDENT LIFE

Sun shines through the archway of McMillan Hall, which is home to several departments,  including the Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies department. 
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When I walk into 
Meshuggah Cafe, Bryan 
Payne is hunched over his 
sketchbook, scrawling away. I 
almost feel weird walking over 
to him and breaking his focus. 
Payne sees me first, though—
his eyes flit up and he greets 
me. Flustered per usual, I 
apologize for being late. 

“Feel free to grab a coffee 
or something—I’ve just been 
sketching,” he says. 

I accidentally get a hot 
tea instead of an iced coffee. 
Life just happens so fast 
sometimes! 

Payne doesn’t seem to 
mind. After all, he’s here to 
talk to me about his awe-
some project, Doodlestones. 
Payne finds stones in rivers, 
and then draws characters 
on them with felt pens. Once 
he’s finished, he hides them 
in various parts of St. Louis, 
takes a photo of the stone 
in its hiding spot, and then 
posts it onto Facebook and 
Instagram as a clue for 
potential finders. Ultimately, 
it’s meant to promote a more 
cohesive St. Louis. 
Student Life: How would you 
explain Doodlestones as a 
project?

Bryan Payne: I find stones 
in rivers all over Missouri, 
and then I interpret them into 
characters and I hide them 
somewhere in the world and 
take a picture that tells a story 
then leave them there, and 
then I put the picture online as 
a photo clue. 
SL: What inspired this project? 

BP: My trade as an artist 
is treasure hunting, so I find 
random stuff in the rivers and 
I repurpose them for art. So I 
find artifacts that are 100 years 
old, then tell a new story with 
them. I started drawing on 
stones, and people really liked 
that, so I kept going. 
SL: What is your background? 

BP: I studied screenwriting, 
and I was working in Los 
Angeles as a writer. I came 
here to work on a story about 
the river, and I realized how 
much potential and excite-
ment the river brought, so 
I just based my whole life 
around it. 
SL: Are you from St. Louis 
originally? 

BP: Yeah, I am from 
St. Louis. I moved to Los 
Angeles to write. I came back 
here on a whim, thinking 
that I needed to work on this 
project. And then I never left; 
I became obsessed with the 
river. 
SL: When did you start making 
Doodlestones?  

BP: I started at the begin-
ning of this summer. I took a 
treasure hunting float trip and 
found lots of white stones on 
these beaches. I thought they 
were perfect little canvases, 
so I doodled on them at the 
campsite. I didn’t know what 
to do with them, so I hid them 
around the city, sculpting 
them into a new project. 
SL: I’ve read that Doodlestones 
tie back to the situation in 
Ferguson—what’s the goal of 
Doodlestones, exactly? 

BP: First and foremost, 
it’s to spread joy and art. For 
people that don’t have access 

to art, they could come to a 
place and then happen upon 
a Doodlestone. They can be 
inspired and maybe have it 
improve their day, which is 
needed a lot post-Ferguson. 
Our city is really divided; 
people are seeing things as 
a black/white issue—not 
[just in terms of] skin color, 
but thinking that everything 
is one-sided. It seems like in 
order to heal, you have to offer 
what we know and listen to 
what other people have to say. 
Just providing people with 
positivity would allow me to 
be a part of the conversation 
in a totally different way. 
SL: Is that what the goal of the 
project started out as, or did it 
evolve into it? 

BP: I was inspired directly 
because of Ferguson, but 
then the details of the project 
evolved out of the river and 
my connection to the river. 
SL: Can you elaborate on your 
connection to the river? 

BP: I spend most of my 
time at the river. I’m there 
every single week. I walk 
all the banks—I know them 
really well. The city has such 
a disconnect from its source 
of water, so my work is meant 
to bring awareness—even 
though it’s subtle—to the river. 
So, in addition to connecting 
people to Ferguson, the goal is 
to connect people to the water. 
SL: How long does it take you 
to make each stone? 

BP: With some stones, I’ll 
see them and draw them, and 
it takes five or ten minutes. 
Other times, I’ll stare at a 
stone for 30 minutes, then 
start to form it, then put it 

down, then pick it up in a 
couple of days. 
SL: How do you decide where 
you want to hide the stones? 

BP: I keep a bag of them on 
me all the time and then I wait 
until I see a spot and I think, 
“That would be a cool spot 
for a stone,” and then I look 
through my bag for a stone 
that “talks” to that spot. Other 
times, I have an idea where I 
want to put them. I try to tell 
a visual poem that’s either fun 
or playful or touching. 
SL: How do you decide what 
you want to draw on them? 

BP: The stone tells me. I just 
look at it long enough and 
I think, “There’s a rabbit in 
this.” I see it and I just draw it. 
SL: Do you ever get attached to 
a certain stone that you don’t 
want to give away? 

BP: All the time. I bring 
myself to put them out there 
anyway. I take a good picture 
of them, where I can make a 
good story, and then I’m like, 
“I know I can make more.” 
SL: That sounds like having a 
child.  
BP: It is. But it’s like, I know 
that there will be more that I 
like in the future. 
SL: What’s your favorite part 
about doing this? 

BP: I like taking the pictures, 
because that’s the storytelling 
element, and that’s what I’m 
best at. I like offering stories 
where I can tell a little bit of  
one, but my audience can 
also tell part of the story, so 
I leave a lot of them open-
ended. For example, I did 
one of a snail Doodlestone 
and a fortune cookie I found 
half-eaten on the ground. I 

asked the audience [on social 
media] to tell a story. Between 
Instagram and Facebook, I 
got 100 people who told their 
own little punchline. 
SL: How do you feel about 
people in other cities who 
are replicating their own 
Doodlestone projects? 

BP: I think it’s great. I 
mean, some people credit 
me and others take it as an 
independent project. I can’t 
say that I invented it entirely—
I invented my interpretation 
of it. There are at least 20 
other sub-Doodlestones, 
like Doodlestones Australia, 
Doodlestones U.K., different 
parts of Canada and all over 
the United States, and they 
credit me, so I think that’s 
cool. If someone else wants to 
do their own thing and say it 
was their idea, that’s cool too. 
It’s more about connecting 
people, and if someone needs 
to do it independently, I hope 
that their art and their skills 
and their drive and their proj-
ect will help them blossom as 
an artist. I know it’s doing that 
for me. 
SL: Can you talk about your 
upcoming project in Nepal 
that’s taking place January 
2016?  

BP: This really cool 
nonprofit organization 
called Global Arts Therapy 
has seen my work. They 
thought it was really cool, so 
they asked me to teach it to 
three villages in Nepal who 
are all in crisis situations 
because of the earthquake 
and because of civil unrest 
with the government, so 
I’d be going over there and 

giving kids and adults tool, 
and showing them how they 
don’t need much to express 
themselves, to feel like they 
can do something, to play, to 
feel good about themselves 
and also have a small voice 
in whatever’s going on. I’m 
super, super excited. And 
everything in the country is 
paid for by the nonprofit, I 
just need to get there, so I’m 
raising $3,600 basically to 
get there, to get shots, visas, 
plane tickets, all that.
SL: Do you have any upcom-
ing goals for Doodlestones in 
the future?

BP: I want to go on a world 
tour next year. I want to get 
people to sponsor stones—
the cost of each sponsored 
would equate to a point. 
When a city gets a certain 
amount of  
points, I 
will add 
it to the 
tour list, 
and then 
I’ll visit the 
city and 
hide a whole 
round of stones—so     I’ll 
go to a city and hide like, 50 
stones. That’s definitely the 
big dream. Once I’d do that, I 
could never go back—I could 
Doodlestone all the time. 
Which is definitely what I 
want to do. I like doing other 
art, but I think that people 
relate to Doodlestones. I like 
the idea of getting as many 
little treasures into as many 
people’s hands as possible.

Check out Doodlestones on 
Facebook: https://www.face-
book.com/Doodlestones/

Doodling for a better St. Louis: Coffee with Bryan Payne, creator of Doodlestones
RIMA PARIKH
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR
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Ariel and I went to IKEA. 
No, you don’t understand. 

We went to IKEA, and it 
was a big deal. After min-
utes of planning, hours of  
anticipation and about 16 
exclamations of, “We’re going 
to IKEA, Kyle!!!” to our Uber 
driver (to which he responded, 
“I know”), we finally got to 
that glamorous new IKEA in 
Midtown, which is probably 
larger than Sweden itself.  

It’s significant, because this 
is Ariel’s first time at IKEA, 
ever. I’ve only been there one 
other time. Now, neither of us 
will live in ignorance of the 
reasonably-priced Swedish 
superstore. Isn’t life beautiful? 
Isn’t IKEA BEAUTIFUL???

We know, though, that 
we’re here for one reason and 
one reason only: to try the 
Swedish meatballs. Also, I 
need to get a lamp. But, you 
know, mostly to try the meat-
balls, along with the other food 

that IKEA has available in its 
sleekly designed cafe. Ariel 
and I danced up the escala-
tor, found the cafe, grabbed 
a tray, and we were off to 
choose from the selection of  
salads, wraps, fish, desserts, 
MEATBALLS, soups and 
sides that IKEA has to offer. 
Rima’s dining experience: 

I had a side of macaroni 
and cheese, chick pea soup, 
vegetable balls (don’t ask), 
garlic toast and a slice of  
chocolate cake. I also grabbed 
a can of sparkling apple cider, 
or as the Swedes call it, “cider 
apple.” 

Since I’m technically a vege-
tarian on Tuesdays, I opted for 
the vegetable balls instead of  
the Swedish meatballs. They 
were made of chickpeas, veg-
etables and quinoa, tasting like 
what I assume is the Swedish 
version of falafel. Topped with 
a light black bean-vegetable-
quinoa sauce, the vegetable 
balls were pretty good. They 
would’ve been better if they 
had been deep-fried, but then 
they’d probably have to stop 

marketing them as “good for 
you!” I understand, IKEA. I 
understand.  

The macaroni and cheese, 
along with the garlic toast, 
were both pretty solid. As you 
can probably tell by the fact 
that I’m lumping them both 
in the same description, they 
weren’t anything out of the 
ordinary. 

The chickpea soup, though, 
was savory (featuring real 
chick peas!)—it was definitely 
my favorite part of the meal. 
No offense, vegetable balls. 
At the very least, IKEA has 
decent vegetarian options. 

Finally, there was the 
chocolate cake. WHAT A 
CAKE, Y’ALL. So many 
layers—mousse, cake, frosting, 
chocolate shavings, what looks 
like Oreo crust on the bottom. 
There’s actually no possible 
way that it couldn’t be good. 
Unless you hate chocolate. 
Then it would not be good. 
That being said, it is a lot, lot, 
lot of chocolate, so if you’re 
going to burn out halfway 
through and/or you only like 

sweets in moderation, split this 
with one person/two people/
three people/a family at Six 
Flags. 

The apple cider was good, 
but came in a 16-ounce can. 
I had to pee really badly, but 
“getting lost in IKEA like a 
dimwit and being stuck there 
for the rest of my adult life 
all because I couldn’t find the 
damn restroom—also I still 
need to pee how is my bladder 
still holding up??” wasn’t on 
my list of things I wanted to 
accomplish that evening. 

Overall, though, I think I’d 
say that dinner was a success. 
Ariel’s dining experience: 

Whenever I told people that 
I had never been to IKEA, 
they were less shocked over 
the fact that I had never expe-
rienced the grandeur of it, but 
rather somewhat upset that 
I’ve never eaten their famous 
Swedish Meatballs. Clearly, 
when you go to IKEA, you 
don’t just go there to buy a 
chair. 

Upon arrival, the line 
seemed unreasonably long for 

a Tuesday night. We grabbed 
our massive trays, and the 
line moved relatively quickly. 
Eventually, I was face to face 
with…the dessert portion? 
Does that make sense? What 
even are these desserts? A pink 
ball? Obviously, I chose the 
pink ball, the only unnamed 
dessert. As the line progressed 
to the dinner section, it was 
hard not to poke the mysteri-
ous lump.

Just like every person in 
front of me, I said, “I’ll have 
the Swedish Meatballs.” 
He shoveled about 10 little 
wrinkly balls onto my plate, 
where the next lady plopped 
a scoop of mashed potatoes 
onto my plate and subse-
quently drowned everything 
in gravy. Then, she added a 
small amount of a cranberry-
like jam. Is this Thanksgiving? 
Does this actually go together? 
I would soon find out.

I paid for my meal, dessert 
and “Cider Apple,” all under 
10 dollars, and prepared to 
be amazed. I took my tray 
(which, by the way, you 

definitely cannot hold with 
just one hand) and settled 
down at a table with a placard 
advertising the Veggie Balls: 
“Enjoy a serving of veggies in 
a tasty ball!”

The moment I had been 
waiting for: I stuck a meatball 
in my mouth and, honestly, it 
tasted like a meatball. There 
was nothing special about 
it, except that I bought it at 
IKEA. 

Next: figuring out what 
the jam was supposed to go 
with. Mashed potatoes? Nope. 
Meatball? Nope. Alone? 
Nope. 

Finally, time for the pink 
ball. I cut it open, not knowing 
what to expect. Jelly? Glitter? 
Magic? I found it to be a thin 
layer of cake with berry jam 
and a mound of whipped 
cream. Yes, it was magic. 

Upon finishing my meal, 
it occurred to me—why is 
this even a thing? Why is it 
so good? I can safely say that 
I get it now. I understand the 
hype surrounding IKEA food. 
Bucket list—check.

RIMA PARIKH
AND ARIEL KRAVITZ
STAFF WRITERS

dinner at 



Volleyball began shaping senior 
Allison Zastrow’s life even before 
she was born.

That’s what came from having 
two parents with season tickets to 
the University of Nebraska’s top-
tier program—that, and a name 
inspired by Nebraska star Allison 
Weston, who was in the process of  
making her way to the top of her 
school’s record book when Zastrow 
was born.

Zastrow might not be on Weston’s 
level—she’d need an Olympic 
berth and a national player of the 
year award to meet that lofty com-
parison—but she’s starring on the 
court in her own right as the setter 
for Washington University’s third-
ranked volleyball team.

Not that she necessarily thinks of  
her play in those terms.

“I see my role as definitely facili-
tating what’s going on, just sort of  
taking the ball from the passers and 
giving it to the hitters,” Zastrow 
said. “It’s certainly less about what 
I’m doing and more about how they 
find the court no matter what.”

Zastrow said she doesn’t pay 
much attention to her statistics—
although her dad “knows all of  
them. He has spreadsheets on 
spreadsheets…It’s kind of terrify-
ing, actually,” she admitted—but 
the numbers depict a metronomic 
consistency: 55 assists in a four-
set triumph over the University of  
Chicago; 61 in a five-set comeback 
against Carthage College; and back-
to-back matches with 50-plus in 
mid-October.

Overall, those numbers add up 
almost to a national best: Through 
the games of Nov. 4, Zastrow ranks 
second in Division III with 11.65 
assists per set.

That quantitative success is more 
a testament to what her teammates 
do with her sets, Zastrow noted.

“Setting isn’t really a numbers 
sort of thing,” she explained. 
“Like hitters, you can tell how well 
somebody’s doing by their [hitting] 
percentage, whereas setting, it’s a lot 
more dependent upon everything 
else. I mean, I wouldn’t have so 
many assists if  I didn’t have so many 
people who put the ball away all the 
time.”

But it’s more of a reciprocal 

relationship, her teammates and 
coach say. Zastrow “is able to dis-
tribute the ball really well, and that 
makes it so much easier for our hit-
ters,” senior middle hitter Jackie 
Nelligan said. “If  we can tell her 
what we’re seeing from our perspec-
tive, she can use that to then place 
the ball to our advantage.”

“The attackers always get a lot of  
credit for all the kills that they get 
and they’re always the ones finish-
ing the point,” head coach Vanessa 
Walby added, “but you always need 
the setter to get them a pretty ball, 
and I don’t think setters get that 
credit sometimes.”

But Zastrow deserves credit for 
both her setting and her mentality 
on the court, Walby noted.

“Al is a really strong athlete,” the 
coach said. “I don’t think she ever 
has a panic mentality to her— she 
stays pretty relaxed, pretty com-
fortable, but she’s also one of our 
players that probably is the most 
fundamentally sound.”

Zastrow developed those funda-
mentals from a lifetime of volleyball 
viewing and playing: She began 
attending University of Nebraska 
games just after her birth and started 
her own career in the fifth grade.

“Volleyball has just always been 
my thing,” Zastrow explained.

Nebraska is a “hotbed” for youth 
volleyball players, she said, and her 
high school, Lincoln Pius X High 
School, was no exception: The set-
ter who preceded Zastrow played 
varsity ball at both UCLA and 
Nebraska, and Zastrow herself  led 
the team to three straight state semi-
final appearances, including the title 
her senior year.

At Wash. U., Zastrow branched 
out from the setter position, instead 
shuttling around the court across her 
four years as a Bear.

In her freshman year alone, 
Zastrow played at right side, set-
ter, defensive specialist and “one 
glorious match at middle,” she 
remembered. Since then, she’s 
alternated by year: predominantly 
setter as a sophomore, right side as 
a junior and setter again her senior 
season.

She welcomed the flexibility and 
especially enjoyed the newfound 
opportunity to hit—last year, 
Zastrow ranked fourth on the Bears 
with 329 kills.

“I’ve always loved hitting, so for 

me, it was just a lot of fun to be able 
to go up and swing at the ball as 
hard as I wanted to,” she said.

Still, returning to setting full-time 
as a senior was “sort of like riding a 
bike,” she said, and passing to hitters 
she’s played with for years helped 
with the adjustment.

That familiarity has paid divi-
dends: The same six upperclassmen 
have started for the Bears in each 
match this season, and the five 
besides Zastrow all boast more than 
275 kills on better than 2.5 kills per 
set.

“When you try to scout against 

us, it’s really hard to pick players 
out that are the key players,” Walby 
said. “Most teams have one or two 
attackers, and we have four or five 
that are really good, so I think it’s 
really hard to play against us.”
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SPORTS
YUP, THIS IS YOUR READER: A GOODBYE TO GRANTLAND

I couldn’t make it past lunch-
time on Monday without visiting 
Grantland’s home page. Such has 
been my habit since the sports and 
pop culture site launched in June 
2011—Grantland upon waking 
up, Grantland at lunch, Grantland 
while walking between classes.

But on Monday, I was greeted 
with a goodbye message, a simple 
five-syllable epitaph for a site that 
made its name with smart, incisive, 
longform journalism: “It was a 
good run.”

It was a magnificent run for Bill 
Simmons’ brainchild, which far sur-
passed the dour predictions heaped 
upon it at its creation. But the run 
ended on Friday, when parent com-
pany ESPN shut off  Grantland’s 
operations and relegated the site to 
an archival journalistic graveyard.

At the beginning of  those 
archives is an oral history 
Grantland published in its first 
week on The National Sports 
Daily, a “long-dead and short-
lived newspaper that…attempted 
to cover sports in a way that 
no other American publication 
would, could, or had ever even 
imagined.” I knew almost nothing 
about this ambitious journalistic 
project before reading, but I soon 
learned about the publication that 
“launched careers and developed 
the voices and thoughts that would 
go on to frame the next generation 
of  sports media.”

The symbolic resonance is 
almost too precise: Grantland 

heralded its eventual legacy almost 
before it had begun.

That framing extended behind 
the careers of  Grantland’s own 
staffers; it reached into dorm 
rooms across the country as fledg-
ling writers picked up the pen and 
sought a voice of  their own. A year 
and change into Grantland’s exis-
tence, when I joined Student Life 
and launched my own journalistic 
career, the site transformed from 
entertainment to aspiration, from a 
source of  fun to a guidebook.

To become a writer is to read, 
and read some more, and keep 
reading after that. To become a 
writer is to toil in search of  one 
sentence, one turn of  phrase, that 
can match the rhetorical power that 
runs through every Brian Phillips 
longform like a current, allowing 
his pieces to hum and crackle with 
a potent electricity.

To become a writer is to learn 
from a lightning storm how to first 
turn on a light bulb.

Above all else, a Grantland 
post succeeded because it fused 
informative insights with creative 
storytelling; reading it was just 
plain fun. The site was a paragon 
of  stylistic diversity, where in the 
span of  an hour I could enjoy a fun-
spirited comparison of  old hockey 
video games, an enlightening analy-
sis of  pick-and-roll defenses and a 
thoughtful assessment of  football’s 
concussion crisis—and then switch 
to the Hollywood Prospectus tab 
and find the same from a pop cul-
ture perspective.

I tried to harness this brand of  
stylistic experimentation in the 

development of  my own writ-
ing; many of  my best stories were 
directly inspired by a Grantland 
piece’s style and smarts. It’s thanks 
to Grantland’s structural ingenuity 
that I framed my columnar reaction 
to a playoff  loss via the five stages 
of  grief, and Jonathan Abrams was 
my unwitting mentor as I organized 
Student Life’s oral history on the 
Ferguson protests last year.

I entered my relationship with 
Grantland as a reader and left it a 
writer—or a prospective writer, at 
least, still fiddling with a light bulb 
in the dark.

There are ample alternatives 

from which I can continue to 
learn, of  course. The fear that 
Grantland’s dissolution is a death 
blow for smart sports storytelling 
is overblown and, ironically, evokes 
the sort of  bombastic, hot-take 
analysis to which Grantland never 
succumbed.

ESPN proper employs a dozen 
talented writers for its baseball 
coverage alone, and the Internet 
at large is like an iceberg, with 90 
percent of  its best prose hidden on 
niche sites and upstart blogs that 
have yet to be discovered by a mass 
audience.

But Grantland was special, 

embodying both a concentration of  
creativity and an aggregation of  my 
favorite writers, and I can only hope 
it will indeed frame the next genera-
tion of  sports media. I eagerly await 
that generation—of which I dream 
to be a part—developing its voice 
and building up its bylines.

In the meantime, I have three 
Grantland tabs still open from the 
site’s final day: two stories unread, 
a podcast not yet listened to, three 
bold, burgundy “G” logos wait-
ing untouched on my screen. I 
don’t know when I’m going to 
view them. I don’t want to shut the 
power off.

ZACH KRAM
SENIOR EDITOR

ZACH KRAM
SENIOR EDITOR

Zastrow’s offense sets up WU volleyball for success 

PHOTO COURTESY OF ALLISON ZASTROW

Senior Allison Zastrow (left) sits in the lap of University of Nebraska volleyball great Allison Weston in 1994. Zastrow’s 
parents have season tickets to Nebraska volleyball, and they named their daughter after the Cornhuskers’ best player.

ALLISON HAMBURG | STUDENT LIFE

Zastrow prepares to serve in the Bears’ game against Cornell College on Sept. 12. During her time at Wash. U., Zas-
trow has played right side, setter, defensive specialist and middle on the volleyball team.

SEE ZASTROW, PAGE 8



          drink &  dine
[weekly bar and restaurant guide]

4967 Forest Park Ave @ Kingshighway •  314.361.6924
MetroLink Exit: Central West End

Weekly Authentic 
Greek Luncheon

Join us every Friday 
11am to 2pm

•Dine In
•Carry Out 

•Catering for your 
office! 

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox
Church Festival Fridays

Free Drink or dessert with Wash U student or staff ID

DISCOVER 
MORE DINING 
& SHOPPING

theOliveLink.com

VISIT THE OLIVE LINK

INTERNATIONAL 
DISTRICT

WEEKLY 
FEATURES
----–––---------------

KC Chinese 
Restaurant 

8233 Olive Blvd.
-------------

Hometown 
Restaurant 

8235 Olive Blvd.
-------------

Yummy 17 at Olive 
Supermarket 

8041 Olive Blvd.

FAMOUS FRIED CHICKEN & FISH

Thursday WashU night
20% OFF 

food & drink
all students, 

faculty & staff 
w/ ID

6400 Oakland Ave. 
@ Tamm in Dogtown

(314) 647-PATS 
PATCONNOLLYTAVERN.COM

314-863-3333  - 7359 Forsyth 
Walk From campus

FortelspizzaDen.com 

$5 oFF $20
just mention

Earn some dough, 
sell some dough 

#Fundraising @Fortels

Casual Gourmet

walk from campus
patio Dining & Delivery

(314) 240-5134 •pizzinostl.com
7600 wyDown BlvD. clayton, mo 

We’ve got the NFL ticket 
every SuNday FuNday!
aSk For your Favorite game, 

driNkS aNd app SpeciaLS

1059 S. Big Bend Blvd. 63117
 Steps from Clayton Road

Authentic New Orleans food and drink 

RiveRbendbaR.com • (314) 664-8443

We have  
mozzarella sticks  
EVERY day & night!

Take a Tour
BlueberryHill.com

6504 Delmar in The Loop

drinks and  
appetizers on our 

Rooftop  
Terrace Bar

6177 Delmar in The Loop

MoonriseHotel.com  

7337 Forsyth - Walk From Campus
(314) 72-SUGAR

WIFI

Coffee - Breakfast
Lunch - Sweets

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 9AM-1PM

WU Student Life Ad 11.2.15 Brunch.pdf   1   11/2/2015   9:53:51 AM

AARON BREZEL | SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR | SPORTS@STUDLIFE.COM8 STUDENT LIFE THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2015

ZASTROW FROM PAGE 7

In addition to softening up the 
defense, this versatility has the 
advantage of easing Zastrow’s job.

“I can be anywhere on the court 
and I can throw the ball up any-
where, and somebody will go up 
and attack it,” Zastrow added. “I 
really love having that many hitters 
out on the court at a time because 
nobody’s going to be able to predict 
what we’re doing”

The one part of the Bears’ offense 
that is predictable is that it will col-
lect kills—and lots of them. The 
team ranks first in Division III in 
kills per set, second in assists per 

set and fifth in hitting percentage. 
Conference rival and national No. 1 
Emory University is the only other 
school with top-five marks in each 
of those categories.

This coming weekend, Zastrow 
and the Bears travel to Rochester, 
N.Y., as the second seed, behind 
Emory, in the University Athletic 
Association tournament, the stage 
is set for Zastrow to help guide the 
Bears past their longtime rival—
both on the national leaderboard 
and on the court—with the team 
seeking its first conference title since 
2011.

The weekend after that, the 
Division III national tournament 
begins, with Wash. U. looking to end 
a six-year championship drought 
that represents an anomaly for the 
decorated program, which has won 
the most national titles (10) of any 
NCAA volleyball program.

The fact isn’t lost upon Zastrow 
that in high school, she also had to 
wait until her senior season to hoist 
a trophy.

“My class in high school was very 
strong; we sort of all peaked at the 
same time. And I think that’s sort of  
happening the same way. There are 

a lot of parallels between the two,” 
she said.

And it might just take some extra 
kills from a fast-paced offense to 
complete the parallel and get the 
Bears some postseason hardware.

Walby described Wash. U.’s 
offensive pace as reminiscent of a 
Division I program’s, which can 
mess with opposing team’s blockers 
who are more familiar with a slower 
Division III tempo.

“Because our girls are fast and 
athletic, we want them exploding to 
the ball faster, and we want them to 
be able to swing a lot quicker,” she 

said.
“Our tempo is huge. We run prob-

ably the fastest offense in the country 
right now,” Nelligan said. “If we can 
change things while keeping them 
fast, that’s unstoppable.”

She wasn’t the only Bear with that 
word in her lexicon.

When asked to describe the 
team’s offense in one word, Zastrow 
paused. “Diverse, definitely,” she 
offered.

Then she paused again.
“And unstoppable,” she added 

with a hearty laugh. “I mean, when 
we get going…nobody can dig us.”
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Service-learning classes offer education through community engagement

C
ourse registra-
tion is right 
around the 
corner, and 

there is no shortage of  
interesting classes with 
which you can fill your 
schedule. However, not 
every class will give you 
the opportunity to take 
your education outside 
the classroom and into 
the St. Louis community.

Student Life encourages 
its readers to seriously 
consider community-
based teaching and 
learning (CBTL) classes 
when preparing for regis-
tration next week and in 
future semesters. We also 
urge administrators to 
continue promoting and 
improving these service-
learning courses.

CBTL classes, part of  

a program organized by 
the Gephardt Institute 
for Civic and Community 
Engagement, connect 
faculty with local organi-
zations in order to build 
curricula that engage 
with the local community 
through service-learning 
projects for students. 
Washington University 
offers more than 75 
CBTL classes across 
every undergraduate and 
graduate school, rang-
ing from Introductory 
Swahili to Technical 
Writing.

We at Student Life 
see CBTL classes as 
a win-win. They give 
students the opportunity 
to get involved in com-
munity service in a way 
that leverages their skills, 
enhances their education 

and fulfills course credit, 
all while breaking up the 
monotony of  traditional 
classroom learning. Of  
course, the community, 
government and nonprofit 
partners in the CBTL 
program benefit from 
these service-learning 
projects as well. Students 
in CBTL classes have 
used their skills to tutor 
inner-city students, con-
sult with local start-ups 
and develop projects that 
protect the environment.

On a community-wide 
scale, CBTL classes 
also help to “break the 
Wash. U. bubble” and 
facilitate meaningful 
exchange between Wash. 
U. students and St. Louis 
residents. Students and 
residents each offer 
their own distinct set of  

resources, experiences 
and expertise, and the 
CBTL program brings the 
two sides together.

Wash. U. has already 
taken the important first 
step of  offering CBTL 
classes across every 
undergraduate and gradu-
ate school and within a 
variety of  departments. 
Some programs even 
require CBTL classes—a 
bachelor of  science in 
business administration, 
for example, requires the 
CBTL class Management 
Communication. Other 
schools and departments 
can follow suit by making 
service-learning courses a 
more central part of  their 
curricula. For instance, 
the College of  Arts & 
Sciences might consider 
allowing students to 

count a CBTL course as 
an integration within its 
IQ Curriculum.

There is still room for 
improvement within the 
CBTL program itself. For 
instance, service-learning 
projects are limited by 
a class’s semester-long 
timeframe. To make a 
meaningful impact in just 
a few months, students 
must either think small or 
enable future classes to 
build upon their work. 

While the CBTL pro-
gram deserves praise for 
offering classes within 
a variety of  academic 
disciplines, it could also 
benefit from having more 
integration between those 
disciplines. CBTL classes 
present a great oppor-
tunity for students from 
every school and major 

to come together and 
contribute their unique 
skills to an impactful 
community-based project. 
Perhaps a larger-scale 
project could employ 
engineers for a semester 
and graphic designers 
during another, in order 
to fulfill different needs 
throughout the course of  
the project.

The CBTL program 
has already made great 
strides by providing stu-
dents with opportunities 
to learn through service 
and providing community 
partners with assistance 
on important projects. We 
at Student Life hope to 
see the program con-
tinue to flourish through 
greater awareness and 
enrollment amongst the 
student body.

L
ast June, 
Republican 
representatives 
Matt Salmon of  

Arizona and Pete Sessions 
and Kay Granger of  Texas 
submitted a bill into the 
United States House of  
Representatives that has 
been deemed the Safe 
Campus Act. This bill, if  
passed, would prevent col-
lege campuses nationwide 
from investigating sexual 
assault cases unless the 
police are also involved 
in the investigation. In 
doing so, it would “allow 
schools to use higher 
standards of  proof  in 
determining guilt, mak-
ing it more difficult to 

remove a student accused 
of  sexual violence on 
campus.”

Logically, this bill has 
been deemed as destruc-
tive and dangerous by 
various colleges and 
universities as well as 
advocacy organizations. 
By involving the police 
into every sexual assault 
case that is brought to the 
attention of  a university, 
students are less likely to 
report their assault and 
seek necessary and vital 
resources that places like 
Wash. U. has, because 
they are forced to choose 
between two options: 
involve the police or have 
no investigation at all. No 
other crime will be held 
to this standard; students 
victims of  robberies or 

other crimes on campus 
can request investigations 
by the University that do 
not involve police.

It is also important to 
note that certain identities 
have a history of  fraught 
relationships with law 
enforcement, primarily 
communities of  color and 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender communities. 
This is important, since 
the recent AAU Campus 
Climate Survey noted that 
transgender, genderqueer 
and gender nonconform-
ing (TGQN) students are 
more likely to experience 
sexual assault while in 
college and also less likely 
to report compared to 
cisgender peers. 

On Oct. 29, Missouri 
Sen. Claire McCaskill 

wrote letters to three 
fraternity presidents at the 
University of  Missouri 
calling attention to the 
National Panhellenic 
Conference, North 
American Interfraternity 
Conference (NIC), Kappa 
Alpha Order, the Alpha 
Tau Omega fraternity and 
the Sigma Nu fraternity’s 
decision to lobby to pass 
this harmful piece of  legis-
lation. I find it deplorable 
that Greek organizations, 
sites that are breed-
ing grounds for sexual 
assault, are using their 
energy and resources to 
actively promote a piece 
of  legislation that silences 
victims and survivors of  
rape and sexual assault. 
Importantly, Sigma Nu 
has an active chapter on 

our own campus yet has 
done nothing publicly 
to raise alarm over their 
national headquarters’ 
actions. 

I would be remiss to call 
out Sigma Nu exclusively 
for their national organi-
zation’s actions since all 
fraternities and sorori-
ties that are members of  
the NIC and National 
Panhellenic Council 
(almost every chapter on 
our campus) are implicit 
in supporting this bill. 
As a survivor of  assault 
myself  and a former 
member of  Sigma Nu, I 
have seen firsthand the 
misogyny and rape culture 
that is bred within the 
Greek community on our 
campus and implore all 
fraternities and sororities 

to take action in ensur-
ing that their national 
headquarters’ and affili-
ates prevent this harmful 
piece of  legislation from 
passing. I also know, from 
my time in Greek life, that 
there are people who care 
deeply about social justice 
and the issue of  sexual 
assault who are also mem-
bers of  Greek Life. I hope 
that they are not the only 
people who raise alarm 
about this disturbing lob-
bying effort. I implore all 
fraternities and sororities 
at Wash. U. to take an 
active stance in protest-
ing the Safe Campus Act 
and demand that their 
national organizations 
stop funding this cam-
paign to silence victims of  
sexual assault. 

How WU fraternities and sororities are supporting rape culture
CAMERON KINKER
CLASS OF 2016

OP-ED SUBMISSION

R
ecently, I 
came across 
a shared post 
on Facebook, 

which showed a video of  a 
Korean American Harvard 
student asking Donald 
Trump a question regard-
ing his comment as to why 
he feels that the United 
States should evacuate all 
troops from South Korea. 
Trump had mentioned 
that despite the fact that it 
receives protection from 
United States’ troops, 
South Korea pays noth-
ing for the United States 
Forces Korea’s (USFK) 
expenses.

In the video, the student 
corrects Trump by assert-
ing that South Korea had 
agreed to pay nearly 800 
million dollars in 2015 
to financially provide 
for the maintenance of  

USFK. Yet, instead of  
acknowledging that he 
was misinformed, Trump 
attempts to evade the 
situation by disrespect-
fully ridiculing the student. 
While the student is wait-
ing for the microphone to 
get to him, Trump rudely 
jokes that the student 
is choking. Then as the 
student tries to speak, he 
abruptly cuts him off  and 
asks if  he is South Korean, 
seeming to question why 
he would even bother to 
care about this issue. After 
the student answers that 
he—an American—was 
born in Texas and raised in 
Colorado, Trump cuts him 
off  again and prevents him 
from continuing.

I am neither an econo-
mist nor a specialist on the 
relationship between the 
United States and South 
Korea, but I find Donald 
Trump’s reaction in the 
video very problematic. 

Trump’s statement 
portrays South Korea 
as a fraudulent country, 
which takes advantage of  
the United States’ finan-
cial support despite the 
fact that it has a stable 
economy to sustain and 
protect itself. Although 
the United States annu-
ally spends much money 
to maintain its forces in 
the Korean Peninsula, it 
is wrong for an official 
candidate to falsely refer to 
another country as fiscally 
irresponsible.

Trump’s illustration of  
South Korea could cause 
United States’ citizens to 
believe that their country 
gains no benefit from its 
intricate alliance with 
South Korea. Although 
circumstances have been 
gradually changing, South 
Korea still serves as one 
of  the United States’ 
most important allies in 
Asia; it acts as a strategic 

buffer zone against China 
and North Korea. The 
United States would not 
have spent over 60 years 
of  funding for no profit. 
Trump’s hyperbolic and 
xenophobic statements 
could give citizens a last-
ing, negative impression 
of  South Korea and cause 
misunderstanding and 
aversion.

In my perspective, 
Trump’s question on the 
student’s ethnicity only 
functions as a spiteful racial 
slur. Whether the student is 
South Korean or not does 
not change the fact that 
Trump was misinformed. 
Moreover, by asking the 
student’s ethnicity, Trump 
discounts the United 
States’ history of  immigra-
tion and diversification. 
The ancestors of  the nation 
were immigrants them-
selves. His cynical question 
deliberately ignores the 
truth that different races 

coexist within the United 
States. Trump must realize 
that the president has the 
responsibility to properly 
and justly represent both 
the majorities and minori-
ties of  his or her nation.

While every nation 
should practice the freedom 
of  speech, an eminent 
politician and business-
man such as Donald 
Trump must realize that 
his assertions not only 
affect the ethnic majority 
of  the United States but 
also the minority. Should 
a presidential candidate be 
allowed to say everything 
he wants to say, even if  it is 
racist and offensive towards 
certain groups of  people?

Next October, the presi-
dential debate will be held 
at Washington University. 
Although we cannot predict 
who the candidates will be, 
Trump could be at campus 
next year as the Republican 
candidate running for 

presidency. While the 
opportunity to hold the 
presidential debate is surely 
an honor for Wash. U., the 
school as a whole must 
consider the possibility of  
Trump participating as the 
Republican candidate and 
making very controversial 
statements. Aside from 
scrutinizing his domestic 
and international policies 
and his economic initia-
tives, Wash. U. students 
should ask themselves, “Do 
we really want this bully at 
our school speaking?”

While many find Trump 
as a favorable candi-
date for his direct, rigid, 
uncouth and unfiltered 
way of  speaking, every 
citizen—including Wash. 
U. students—must realize 
that this style of  speaking, 
as well as his impolite and 
offensive attitude towards 
minorities, also illustrates 
how misinformed Trump 
is.

JEFF KANG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Trump needs to consider his words, be mindful of minorities



If you have not heard of  
Kids On Campus yet, let this 
be your first introduction, but 
certainly not your last. This 
year-old sketch comedy group 
formed last fall and has already 
made a name for itself in the 
Wash. U. performing arts 
community, bringing together 
writers, actors and musicians 
to put on a sketch show each 
semester. At the group’s 
first-ever show last spring, the 
Village Black Box filled up so 
quickly it left people banging 
on the doors to be let in after 
the doors had closed. Kids On 
Campus will be putting on its 
fall semester show, Kids On 
Campus Live!, at the Village 
Black Box this Friday, and you 
won’t want to miss it.    

The idea behind the group 
first formed when its presi-
dent, junior Danny Marshall, 
learned of a previous on-cam-
pus sketch group, WUSTL 
Live!, which had existed at 
Wash. U. for a few years until 
2012. Marshall had always 
been a fan of sketch comedy, 
citing “Saturday Night Live” 
as an inspiration, and had 
always tried to put together 
sketches while growing up. 
As a freshman at Wash. U., 
he joined K.A.R.L., one of  
Wash. U.’s improvisational 
groups, and began asking 
around if anyone wanted to 
start a sketch comedy group 

on campus. After junior Matt 
Herman, fellow KA.R.L. 
improviser and now one of  
Kids On Campus’ head writ-
ers, approached Marshall and 
asked if he was still interested 
in starting this group, they 
began gathering other students 
in the performing arts, from 
drama students to improvis-
ers, to put together a brand 
new group. They applied 
for Category II status from 
Student Union and put on a 
show for $500. Thus, Kids On 
Campus was born. 

Since then, the group’s 
presence on campus and 
reach to the student body 
has greatly increased. What 
began as a group of friends 
interested in sketch comedy 
has now become a Category I 
Student Union group, which 
means it has more funding 
and resources for its shows. 
Coming off of last year’s 
show, the group revamped its 
structure and established a 
more specific schedule in terms 
of writing, rehearsing and per-
forming. There was so much 
interest through the Campus 
Comedy pre-orientation 
program and the Fall Activities 
Fair that the Kids On Campus 
board had to re-evaluate its 
audition process. 

“It was challenging to figure 
out how to grow and not 
inhibit,” Marshall said, and 
the group decided to make the 
process more open to a larger 
community, especially at the 

start of the year. 
This fall, it had open writing 

sessions where anyone was 
welcome to come and write 
and share ideas. Once possible 
sketches were submitted and 
chosen, these sessions became 
closed, and the group began 
preparing for its fall show. In 
order to be considered a cast 
member, the student had to 
have been involved in the 
creative process of submitted 
sketches, even if his or her 
sketch wasn’t chosen. 

“We picked our cast first,” 
production chair and senior 
Abby Mros said, “and then 
cast the sketches from there.” 

This year, there are 13 cast 
members and a 14th writer 
who chose to only write. As 
opposed to WUSTL Live!, 
which had separate writers 
and actors, Kids On Campus 
wants the cast and writers to 
have the opportunity to be one 
and the same. 

“We want to write our own 
stuff,” Marshall said, “and 
write for ourselves.” 

Having its work be self-
written and self-created also 
sets Kids on Campus apart 
from the other performing 
arts groups on campus. From 
the writing of the sketches, to 
the live band, to the filming of  
the pre-taped segments, to the 
actual tech of the show, Kids 
On Campus Live! is an entirely 
student-run and student-
focused endeavor. In addition 
to the cast and writers, there 

are eight crew members and 
a four-person band that will 
perform live music during the 
show. Kids On Campus Live! 
borrows from the “Saturday 
Night Live” structure in terms 
of show format, and the group 
feels that the live music really 
elevated its spring show from 
being just a bunch of improvis-
ers to a real variety show. 

“We want to put on our 
own show,” Marshall said. 
“We did it [last year] and it was 
fun. We want to keep doing it 
forever.”

For the show this Friday, 
expect to laugh and have a 
good time. One sketch, “Year 
in Review,” is WU-focused, 
but the show will cover a broad 
range of topics, mainly based 

on what was going on in the 
writers’ lives at the time of  
creation. Like “Saturday Night 
Live,” Kids On Campus Live! 
will cover some more topical 
themes, but don’t expect any 
Donald Trump impressions. 

“In comedy, you’re either 
first or you’re best,” Marshall 
said, and he acknowledges 
that the cast and writers are 
still students who are using 
this group as an opportunity 
to grow. “We are still trying to 
find our voices as writers and 
as people.” 

With that said, this Friday’s 
show will showcase Wash. U. 
students’ original work, some-
thing that you do not always 
have an opportunity to see on 
campus.

“Come for the band. The 
band’s the only good part,” 
Marshall first jokes when 
asked why people should 
come see the show, but his next 
answer reveals another reason 
for attending. “We try to make 
you escape from this crazy 
place and laugh for an hour 
and a half or two hours.” 

Whether you are interested 
in live music or sketch comedy, 
Kids On Campus Live! prom-
ises an exciting show, and one 
that allows for student-created 
work to shine. 

Kids On Campus Live! 
is this Friday, Nov. 6 in the 
Village Black Box at 8 p.m. It’s 
free, so make sure you get there 
early! You don’t want to be left 
outside banging on the door.
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Kids On Campus Live! brings sketch comedy to students
ELENA WANDZILAK
TV EDITOR

ALLISON HAMBURG | STUDENT LIFE

Actors sophomore Magda Lijowska, junior Danny Marshall and junior Chris Elkins (left to right) 
rehearse for their comedy show on Tuesday night. They are part of the sketch comedy group Kids 
On Campus, which is hosting its first performance of the year this Friday at 8 p.m. in the Village 
Black Box Theatre.
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The prevailing of  
good over evil, a sense 
of  community and the 
recognition of  the good 
things we have in our 
lives: These are what 
one of  Ashoka’s cultural 
chairs, junior Saniya Suri, 
cites as the main themes 
of  Diwali, the Hindu 
festival of  lights. Ashoka, 
Washington University’s 
South Asian Cultural 
Group, will present 
Wash. U.’s 27th Diwali 
performance this upcom-
ing weekend at Edison 
Theatre, featuring a vari-
ety of  dance and musical 
acts as well as a skit and 
fashion show. 

Diwali, also known as 
Deepavali, is celebrated 

not only by Hindus, but 
also by Jains, Sikhs and 
Buddhists across South 
Asia over a period of  five 
days in autumn. The holi-
day, which holds cultural 
significance comparable 
to that of  Christmas 
or Hanukkah in the 
United States, signifies 
the victory of  light over 
darkness. Lamps, called 
diyas, are lit inside and 
outside the home, and the 
night is often celebrated 
with a family meal and 
fireworks. 

“There [are] a variety 
of  religious scriptures and 
cultural folklore underly-
ing Diwali,” Suri said, 
“but in all the stories, 
there is the return of  a 
man, who represents 
good morals, to his town, 
and the townspeople are 

celebrating the fact that 
he has risen against the 
evils of  the world. It’s a 
reminder that goodness 
always prevails and that 
we should be happy for 
what we have.”

The Diwali perfor-
mance at Wash. U. offers 
students of  any cultural 
background the opportu-
nity to take part in this 
holiday of  positivity, 
either as a performer in 
one of  the several dance 
or musical pieces or as an 
audience member. As in 
previous years, the show 
also features performances 
from several of  Wash. 
U.’s dance teams, includ-
ing Bollywood Fusion 
dance team Chaahat and 
Indian fusion dance team 
American Born Desi 
Crew (ABDC). As part 

of  the Diwali fashion 
show, several students will 
be modeling traditional 
South Indian formal and 
informal attire.

This year’s theme, 
which serves as inspira-
tion for the skit unfolding 
throughout the show, 
is “My Big Fat Desi 
Wedding.” The choice 
was based on the preva-
lence of  South Asian 
weddings in American 
media and film. 

Suri said, “Because the 
South Asian wedding is 
something that has been 
mainstreamed a lot, we 
wanted to use the theme 
as an opportunity to 
educate people on what 
a wedding looks like and 
the dynamics that go 
behind such an important 
life event within South 

Asian culture.”
The skit delves into 

issues of  stereotypes and 
the model minority myth 
within a light-hearted nar-
rative, while also featuring 
the vibrancy of  South 
Asian culture. The goal 
for this year was to create 
a more action-packed 
plotline to keep audience 
members intrigued while 
viewing sections of  the 
skit interspersed with 
other performances. 

The show will open 
with diya lighting, remi-
niscent of  the holiday’s 
traditional observance, 
as members of  the Wash. 
U. community welcome 
guests to the performance 
in different languages. 

Because of  its positive 
message and multicul-
tural nature, Diwali has a 

special place in the hearts 
of  many of  those who 
experience it, in one way 
or another, during their 
time at Wash. U.

“During my freshman 
and sophomore years, 
Diwali was really part of  
the reason I fell in love 
with being at Wash. U.,” 
Suri says. “There was 
a really strong sense of  
community and an amaz-
ing opportunity for me to 
share a part of  my culture 
with my friends and 
classmates.”

Ashoka’s Diwali per-
formance will take place 
at the Edison Theatre on 
Friday, Nov. 6 at 8 p.m. 
and Saturday, Nov. 7 at 
12 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
Tickets cost $10 and are 
available online or at the 
Edison box office.

ERICA SLOAN 
CULTURE EDITOR

DIWALI TO BRING‘BIG, FAT’ SHOW TO EDISON

MARY RICHARDSON | STUDENT LIFE

Dancers and singers perform at last year’s Diwali showcase in November 2014. This annual show consisting of traditional South Asian performances will occur this weekend in Edison Theater.
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