
All day on April 15, members of the 
St. Louis community protested for a 
$15 minimum wage, which culminated 
in a rally on the steps of Brookings and 
a march through the Delmar Loop.

At the Brookings rally, adjunct 
faculty members of several St. Louis 
universities and colleges came as part 
of the Faculty Forward initiative to 
raise awareness for low-wage issues 
within their own jobs and to show sup-
port for others working low-wage jobs.

More than 1,000 students and St. 
Louis community members also gath-
ered at Brookings steps, where they 
chanted, shared stories about why they 
are demanding a $15 minimum wage 
and stood in solidarity. The rally was 
punctuated by shouts from the crowd 
to speak louder and the impending 
threat of rain. Most of the speakers 
continued on regardless.

Junior Danielle Blocker began the 

speaking portion of the rally, noting 
why she takes part in the movement.

“I fight for 15 because it’s not right 
that people work hard and don’t make 
enough money to comfortably feed 
themselves, take care of their children, 
pay rent,” Blocker said. “As a student, 
I’m here to say that students support 
workers and stand with workers. Some 
of us are low-wage workers ourselves, 
others are about to enter the workforce 
and some of us will be working low-
wage jobs, but all of us will want decent 
pay after a hard day’s work. That is not 
a crazy idea; it’s what’s right.”

Senior Brendan Ziebarth spoke next, 
talking about how the Show Me $15 
movement was especially important 
for him and his family in paying for 
medical bills after his cancer recurred 
in college.

“I had to get a job after my cure, in 
order to support myself and pay for my 
living expenses, but all that was avail-
able was a low-wage restaurant job,” 
Ziebarth said. “So now I work in a 

restaurant job on the Loop and I have 
no job security, the owner is fire-happy 
and I experience wage theft and mini-
mum wage violations, and I depend on 
customers to earn tips, but not every-
one tips or doesn’t tip as much. I get 
stiffed by people who don’t like the fact 
that I’m gay.”

Ziebarth added that he was scared 
of the lack of job security and health 
benefits that faced him in the service 
industry, particularly because his can-
cer might recur.

Two students from WU-Slam, 
Maxine Wright and Shaun Ee, per-
formed spoken-word pieces on the 
topics of minimum wages, gentrifica-
tion and corporate power.

Washington University alumni who 
were a part of the Student Worker 
Alliance a decade ago also spoke 
briefly, mentioning the significance 
of carrying the mantle of their efforts 
forward. The group held a sit in dur-
ing April 2005 to gain a living wage for 
University service employees.

“Today, workers and students are 
here standing up for what we couldn’t 
finish sitting in here,” alumnus Varun 
Vendra said. “This isn’t a struggle 
against this university or any institu-
tion. It’s actually not a struggle against 
anything; it’s a fight for economic 
justice. All we’re asking is for these 
institutions to stand up for their ideals 
that they carve into these stones behind 
us.”

Several adjunct professors also 
shared their stories, including Chris 
Boehm, an adjunct instructor in the 
college writing program at Washington 
University.

“If you told my parents when I was 
born that I would someday have a 
Ph.D. from one of the most prestigious 
universities and wealthiest private uni-
versities in the country but that I would 
teach there and not be able to make a 
living wage, they would say that doesn’t 
make any sense,” Boehm said. “I’m 

OWN IT WashU, a newly formed 
student group that aims to encourage 
women to be their best selves, hosted 
a panel Monday night to discuss the 
challenges and celebrations of wom-
anhood from different perspectives.

The event, which was held in 
the Danforth University Center, 
consisted of four female panel-
ists. The speakers were Lecturer in 
Chemistry Dr. Megan Daschbach, 
senior and former Student Union 
president Emma Tyler, Director of  
Student Development and Strategic 
Initiatives Paige LaRose, and Ivy Hill 
Boutique owner Hillary Dutcher.

The OWN IT group will be host-
ing a summit in November that plan 
to bring in women from a variety 
of backgrounds and professions in 
order to relate to and connect with 
other women and students. This 
panel was hosted to raise awareness 
for the upcoming summit and get 
a taste of the type of conversations 

that will be taking place during it.
OWN IT Director of Public 

Relations and sophomore Emily 
Duncan said that gaining this 
momentum going forward is 
important for the summit and the 
community.

“We want to get people aware of  
what we’re doing and what we’re 
planning for next fall especially,” 
Duncan said. “We’re just trying to 
keep up that momentum through-
out the year, planning smaller-scale 
things that can keep up the themes 
of empowering women and every-
thing like that. We’re putting a lot of  
our focus on the main event in the 
fall, but we want to make sure we’re 
still doing good in our community 
throughout the year, too.”

The discussion ranged from expec-
tations of mothers in professional 
fields to the perfectionist standards to 
which women often hold themselves. 
Daschbach stressed the importance 
of forgiving yourself for your failures 
and trusting yourself.

“You’re gonna bump into 

stuff, and we learn by mistakes,” 
Daschbach said. “Know that about 
this period in your life. It’s the over-
analyzing and ‘why did I do that’ 
over and over again that can drive 
you crazy. Give yourself more of a 
pass, and that over-analyzing and 
those standards of perfection cause 
so much internal damage for so long. 
Just relax and trust that you’re going 
to get there, and this is a part of the 

learning process.”
She also acknowledged the nega-

tive reception women often face in 
their professional fields when they 
are assertive in their opinions.

“As long as my motivation is that 
I think this is best for my students, 
then I can blaze this and who cares 
what they say,” Daschbach said. 
“You kind of have to know exactly 
what your motives are and be true 

to that, and if you build that firm 
foundation within yourself it doesn’t 
really matter if  they think you’re a 
b----.”

Former Student Union president 
and senior Emma Tyler noted the 
importance of taking opportunities 
to point out important conversations 
where female voices are lacking.
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four women discuss successes and challenges they face in their fields at a panel Monday evening. the panel ex-
plored definitions and celebrations of womanhood from various perspectives.

StudentS, adjunct faculty, community 
memberS rally for $15 minimum wage

Megan Magray | stUDent Life

a protester holds a sign on the stairs outside of Brookings hall on Wednesday afternoon. the show Me $15 movement, as part of the national fight for $15 
movement, advocates for a $15 minimum wage and unions for service workers, including fast-food workers, and $15,000 per course for adjunct professors.

The College of Arts & Sciences 
will be offering a one-credit, optional 
class for freshmen focused on diversity 
starting in the fall.

Created in response to the now-dis-
banded Mosaic Project’s final report, 
the course has recently been approved 
by the Arts & Sciences Curriculum 
Committee, which recommended a 
required one-credit diversity course for 
undergraduate and graduate students. 

As of now, the course is not 
required. Developers hope to have 
150 students enrolled in the pilot pro-
gram next fall, and First Year Center 
plans to make it a requirement for 
all incoming freshmen in the future. 
Rather than using the structure of  
a traditional class, the course will be 
made up of experiences such as ser-
vice projects and group discussions.

On the first day of classes in 
January, Provost Holden Thorp 
approached Associate Professor 
of Women, Gender, and Sexuality 
Studies Rebecca Wanzo to develop 
the course. Wanzo led a committee 
of faculty, staff and a student to do so. 
The committee then developed some 
initial themes for the course. 

According to Katharine Pei, direc-
tor of the First Year Center, the plan 
has developed throughout the year 
to become more focused, but will 
still incorporate components of the 
themes Wanzo described. 

Pei explained that the course now 
has four key objectives for students 
on the topic of diverse identity: 
understanding identity categoriza-
tion, gaining “stronger skills related to 
concepts related to diverse identities,” 
understanding structural inequalities 
in St. Louis, and understanding the 
importance of identity issues in pro-
fessional and social contexts. 

As of now, the First Year Center is 
in charge of assigning a summer read-
ing book to all incoming freshmen. 
As part of the new programming, 
the chosen book will always focus on 
identity and on an individual or group 
experience of difference.

A development committee 
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Washington University 
for Undergraduate Socio-
Economic Diversity (WU/
FUSED) hosted an open 
forum on Tuesday for students 
to share their stories and per-
spectives on socioeconomic 
diversity with administrators 
of Washington University.

A microphone was passed 
around Tisch Commons to 
over 10 students, who each 
spoke about various issues 
within socioeconomic diver-
sity. Additionally there were 
slips of paper on each table 
with stories from anonymous 
students about their struggles 
in affording the University. 

Topics ranged from capping 
student debt at a fixed amount 
to how students can afford the 
additional prices of being a 
college student, such as park-
ing passes and meal plans.

Under Provost Holden 
Thorp, the University has 
promised to expand its money 
spent on financial aid to 
undergraduates in an attempt 
to increase the amount of  
socioeconomic diversity 
on campus. However, the 
University has not announced 
any intention of becoming a 
completely need-blind univer-
sity in the near future.

“Recently, you guys have 
heard that the University 
made a pledge to [raise] 

Pell-eligible students from 
the current of seven percent, 
which I believe makes us the 
lowest university of this cali-
ber, to 13 percent, and we are 
extremely excited about that 
raise,” WU/FUSED member 
and sophomore Matt Drew 
said at the forum. “We want to 
make sure that the University 
has the resources to support 
the students once they get 
here.“

“Socioeconomic diversity 
is really important on the uni-
versity level, because when 
you get people from all differ-
ent backgrounds and all walks 
of life, that really allows you 
to become a more broadly 
cultured person,” Drew said. 
“They expand your mind; 
that’s kind of the point of the 
university experience. When 
you don’t have that diversity, 
it’s really easy to get caught in 
thinking the world works a lot 
similarly to what your experi-
ences are.”

Senior Sonya Schoenberger 
noted how the University 
needed to do more to increase 
the percentage of Pell-eligible 
students, calling on it to ana-
lyze the impact of the issue on 
need-eligible students.

“I know there are many 
students at Washington 
University whose finan-
cial struggles have not been 
resolved, who are graduating 
with tens of thousands [of  
dollars] in debt,” Schoenberger 

said. “Addressing issues of  
socioeconomic diversity 
however, doesn’t mean just 
creating more Pell-eligible 
students, it means critically 
evaluating the relationship 
between expensive ameni-
ties and the experiences of  
students who must make sac-
rifices in order to attend.” 

Sophomore Sarah Taylor 
attended the event hoping to 
hear how students from dif-
ferent income backgrounds 
face daily struggles in a place 
where many have never had to 
worry about money. 

“I left the event with a 
feeling of guilt, as I often do 
after hearing the stories of  
those who have had to work 
immensely hard to get where 
they are, when I have not faced 
the same obstacles, because 
my family has never struggled 
for money,” Taylor said. 

“While nothing I heard was 
particularly shocking or sur-
prising—because I am already 
aware of the serious lack of  
socioeconomic diversity at 
Wash. U.—the personal sto-
ries of students who feel that 
they do not get the full ‘Wash. 
U. experience’ because they 
have to work three different 
part-time jobs to pay for their 
education and therefore do 
not have as much free time to 
be social still left an impression 
on me, mostly because I truly 
got to see the faces behind 
these voices,” Taylor added. 
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April 9 
Property Damage—Students broke a window 
in Dauten Dorm with a golf ball at 10 p.m.
Disposition: Cleared

April 10
Fraud—Complainant paid money in a phone 
fraud scam. The loss is valued at $1900.
Disposition: Pending

April 11
Larceny—Complainant’s unattended cell 
phone was stolen from the Mallinckrodt 
multi-purpose room, but was later found 
outside at a table. 
Disposition: Pending

Disturbance—An intoxicated subject was 
causing a disturbance at Tao Tennis Courts 
during a tennis meet.
Disposition: Referred to JA

April 12
Larceny—Visiting dance company reported 
multiple thefts of money from the dressing 
room area during their performance at the 
Edison Theatre. The loss is valued at $352.
Disposition: Pending

POLICE
BeAT

THURSDAY 16
Department of English—Undergrad-
uate Reading
Duncker Hall, Hurst Lounge, Room 
201, 7 p.m.
Undergraduate students in creative 
writing read from their poetry, fiction 
and nonfiction in an event hosted by 
MFA students.

Performing Arts Department—
“Telegraph”
Mallinckrodt Center, A.E. Hotchner 
Studio Theatre, 8 p.m.
“Telegraph,” by Will Jacobs, is winner 
of the 2014 A.E. Hotchner New Play 
Festival. Directed by Andrea Urice. 
Also on April 17, 18 and 19.

FRIDAY 17
Department of Music—Lecture
Music Classroom Building, Room 102, 
4 p.m.
“Perceiving Music Narratively: Who 
Does It, and When?” Lecture by Eliza-
beth Margulis, University of Arkansas.

2015 Thurtene Carnival 
Northwest of Brookings Hall, 4 to 8 
p.m.
“On Cloud Thurtene: Dreaming of 
a Brighter Future” is the theme of 
Carnival, a three-day celebration of 
food, rides and student performances. 
This year’s community partner is St. 
Louis-based nonprofit UrbanFUTURE. 
Also April 18 and 19.

SATURDAY 18
Dept. of Physics / University College 
– Saturday Morning Lecture Series 
– Radioactivity: Its Sources and Its 
Uses
Crow Hall, Hughes Lecture Room 201, 
10 a.m.
“The Chart of the Nuclides.” Lecture 
by Lee Sobotka, physics. Lectures 
tailored for the general public.

The Ghost Lights Present: Broad-
way, Here I Come!
Bauer Hall, Emerson Auditorium, 7 
p.m.
Come see The Ghost Lights, Wash. U.’s 
premiere television/movie soundtrack 
and musical theater a cappella group, 
in our spring concert: “Broadway, 
Here I Come!” With special guest per-
formance by K.A.R.L. Improv. Tickets 
are $5. 

SUNDAY 19
Dept. of Music – Harold Blumenfeld 
Memorial Concert
Graham Chapel, 2:30 p.m.
Music of Blumenfeld, Bach, Hindemith 
and Schubert featuring Seth Carlin, 
Kenneth Kulosa, Tamara Campbell 
and William Lenihan.

Students share thoughts  
on socioeconomic diversity 
at WU/FUSED forum

sam wEIEN
staff reporter

member, Associate Professor 
of Psychology Brian 
Carpenter, explained the 
course’s components. First, 
the course will expand the 
focus of the first year reading 
program book selected for that 
year. There will be a series of  
conversations and discussions 
that occur in the evenings early 
in the semester that focus on 
different themes and readings. 
The second component of the 
course will be a half-day of  
community service. The third 
component is a winter discus-
sion on the book and a student 
presentation early in the spring 
semester, making the course a 
part of both semesters.

“I think this should prepare 
students for some of the impor-
tant conversations they’re likely 
to have in many of their other 
courses while they’re at Wash. 
U., but also for courses, conver-
sations and interactions that 
they’re likely to have in other 
areas of their life on campus, 

you know, in the residential 
halls, on their teams, in their 
clubs and organizations, all 
the extracurricular stuff,” 
Carpenter said. “This is a class 
that will expose students to a 
lot of the theories and ideas 
about diversity, and hope-
fully prepare people for those 
conversations the whole time 
they’re here on campus.”

Pei added that the course 
will not be held in a traditional 
classroom setting or meet-
ing at a certain time every 
week. Rather, it will satisfy 15 
contact hours through the dif-
ferent components, such as 
the discussions during Bear 
Beginnings and the commu-
nity service projects at various 
times.

“Next fall will be an experi-
ment,” Jennifer Smith, Dean of  
the College of Arts & Sciences, 
said. “It will certainly be inter-
esting to see how it goes and 
how students respond—it is 
an innovative course structure. 

We’ll know more once the 
course has been run and we’ve 
been able to assess its impact.”

Senior Michael Land 
has received diversity train-
ing through some of the 
extracurricular leadership 
training he has been through 
at Washington University and 
is excited to see the class come 
to fruition. 

“Every time I’ve done those 
trainings and had those experi-
ences, I’ve thought to myself, 
‘Oh, it’s a shame that every-
body doesn’t get to have this.’ 
All of us come from our own 
backgrounds, and a lot of them 
are homogenous in their own 
ways, like a lot of the people 
we’ve spent time with up until 
we’ve come to college. So I 
think some sort of diversity 
experience that everybody gets 
to do would be a good thing,” 
Land said.

Additional Reporting by Noa 
Yadidi

diversity from page 1

“I think everyone in SU is 
really tired of me saying that 
we need more female leader-
ship in Treasury, that we need 
more females running for 
elected positions,” Tyler said. 
“But if  there wasn’t some-
one there pointing it out and 
annoying everyone about it, 
nobody would ever notice, 
or no one would ever think it 
was an issue.”

Dutcher and LaRose both 
shared their experiences 
as mothers in demanding 
professions.

“I love my job,” Dutcher 
said. “It’s exactly what I want 
to be doing and I’m really 
passionate about what I do. 
Clearly I’m also very pas-
sionate about my kids, but I 
feel like I’m a better person 
because I have this job that 
I love doing. I get to come 
home and spend a few or a 
lot of great quality hours with 
them. Yeah, I might miss a 
few things here and there, but 
overall I think it makes us a 
better family unit, and I feel 
happy and proud to say that 

I’m glad I’m working.”
LaRose stressed the dif-

ferences in how men and 
women live up to standards of  
perfection.

“There’s this vision that to 
be in a role that’s male-dom-
inated, whether it’s being 
an attorney or a doctor or 
something else, you have to 
be this sort of  superwoman 
and have it all,” LaRose said. 
“It’s sort of  make-believe and 
unfair. You’re having it all 
if  you’re a mom and you’re 
married and you’re success-
ful at your career, and that is 
a completely unfair standard. 
My husband is a partner at a 
law firm, he is very success-
ful at his job, he has as many 
kids as I do and he doesn’t 
have to live up to that.”

Director of  Community 
Relations and sophomore 
Abby Kay noted how reas-
suring it was to listen to such 
established women speak 
about their mishaps.

“Hearing these really suc-
cessful women talk about 
their own failures, and 

knowing how successful 
they are now and getting to 
see Daschbach in lecture 
and those sort of  things, it’s 
just really reassuring that it 
is going to work out, and 
perfect is not achievable, but 
we can strive for that and just 
embrace our failures along 
the way,” Kay said.

Freshman attendee 
Elizabeth Levinson stressed 
the importance of  learning 
from the women who have 
blazed the paths before us.

“It’s important for young 
women to be aware of  and 
appreciate the difficulties 
that previous generations 
managed to overcome,” 
Levinson said. “We stand on 
the shoulders of  those before 
us, and it’s always a wonder-
ful opportunity to learn from 
the experiences of  women we 
look up to.”

Editor’s Note: Senior News 
Editor Emily Schienvar is a mem-
ber of  the OWN IT staff, but did 
not contribute to the writing or 
editing of  this piece.

paNeL from page 1 

“If you told my 
parents when I was 
born that I would 
someday have a 
Ph.D. from one of 
the most prestigious 
universities and 
wealthiest private 
universities in the 
country but that I 
would teach there 
and not be able to 
make a living wage, 
they would say that 
doesn’t make any 
sense.”
- Chris Boehm, adjunct 

instructor
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A TIME journalist 
spoke on campus about 
the misrepresentation of  
Muslims in the media as 
well as her friendship and 
time spent with a Muslim 
sheikh that became the 
inspiration and content 
for her book.

Carla Power delivered 
the Rabbi Ferdinand 
Isserman/Phi Beta Kappa 
Lecture, co-sponsored 
by the departments of  
Jewish, Islamic and Near 
Eastern Languages and 
Cultures; Women, Gender 
and Sexuality Studies; 
and Sigma Xi science and 
engineering honorary, 
on April 14 in Umrath 
Lounge.

In her speech, titled 
“Reading the Quran at 
Starbucks: An American 
Secular Feminist 
and a Traditional 
Muslim Scholar Find 
Commonalities,” Power 
discussed Islam’s por-
trayal in the media, which 
she described as overly 
political, and stated that 
the loudest voices of  
Islam are the ones por-
trayed on news pages.

“The mainstream 
press, I think it’s fair to 
say, too often casts Islam 
and Muslims in terms of  
issues, of  political con-
flicts or debates over the 
veil or voting blocs in 
Muslim countries, or…
even as problems to be 
solved in terms of  integra-
tion or security,” Power 
said. “Muslims are people 
with mothers, and work 
deadlines, and unrequited 
crushes, and nut allergies, 
and cravings for pints of  
Ben & Jerry’s, and teenag-
ers who ask for the keys to 
the Honda [who] are too 
often ousted from main-
stream representation, 
crowded out by images 
of  suicide bombers and 
jihadis.”

She blamed the 24-hour 
news cycle for amplify-
ing scenes of  blood and 
war over the quiet and the 
peaceful.

She recalled an anec-
dote about pitching a 
story to her editor about a 
group of  feminist Muslims 
who were questioning the 
fixation on a certain verse 
in the Quran that provided 
the legal justification of  
the patriarchy, instead of  
more egalitarian verses. 
Her editor, however, 
thought it belonged in 
the “ideas” section rather 
than news. 

“Of  course the great 
irony is if  the women had 
been blowing somebody 
up instead of  coming up 
with textual arguments 
showing that Islamic 
values aren’t necessarily 
patriarchal ones, they’d 
have made it to the news 
section,” Power said.

She cited this as the 
inspiration that caused 
her to embark on the proj-
ect that became her book, 
“If  the Oceans Were Ink,” 
which explores the Quran. 
She conducted a year’s 
worth of  conversation 
with Sheikh Mohammad 
Akram Nadwi, whom 
she met in her early 20s 
at Oxford as colleagues 
on a project mapping the 
spread of  Islam in South 
Asia.

Power noted that she 
could have chosen to work 
with Muslim scholars 
whose worldviews would 
sit more comfortably with 
her, but she wanted to try 
instead to empathize with 
a worldview completely 
different from her own.

“I wanted to work as a 
certain cultural cartogra-
pher, charting where our 
worldviews overlapped 
and where they diverged,” 
she said. “I’d have to say 
I’d be hard-pressed to find 
someone less like myself  
than Sheikh Mohammad 
Akram Nadwi.”

Nadwi is a 50-year-old, 
British-based scholar of  
hadith—the words and 
deeds of  the Prophet 
Muhammad—raised in 
a tiny village in Uttar 
Pradesh in India. About 
10 years ago, he became 
more famous outside 
of  his circle when he 

wrote about Islamic 
women scholars. What 
he intended to be a pam-
phlet that would take 
few months turned into 
a 40-volume work con-
taining 9,000 female 
scholars – only one vol-
ume of  which has been 
published.

“The sheikh is now very 
much seen as a cham-
pion of  women’s rights,” 
she said. “It was his sup-
port of  women’s learning 
I suspect that helped my 
case when I proposed that 
we engage in a year long 
conversation studying the 
Quran and teasing out 
the similarities and dif-
ferences between his basic 
worldview and mine.”

Power noted that when 
she explained her work, 
people would ask her what 
kind of  Muslim scholar 
he was—whether he was 
“moderate” or “funda-
mentalist,” “liberal” or 
“conservative.”

“The terms vary, the 
subtext doesn’t. Is he one 
of  us, or one of  them?” 
Power said. “What is the 
Sheikh anyways? He’s 
a traditionally trained 
scholar who scandalized 
conservatives and disap-
points progressives—and 
sometimes just the 
reverse.”

Sophomore Natalie 
Runkle enjoyed listen-
ing to a self-proclaimed 
“secular humanist” talk 
about having intellectual 
conversations with some-
one whose worldview was 
so fundamentally different 
than her own.

“I feel that in academia, 
religion is often seen as an 
impediment to learning 
rather than a lens through 
which many very smart 
people view the world,” 
Runkle said. “I enjoyed 
the way the speaker was 
willing to learn from 
the Muslim scholar with 
whom she worked and to 
see his ideas as deserving 
of  consideration. The two 
did not merely tolerate 
one another’s differences, 
but grappled with and 
grew through them.”
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WE
WANT
TO
KNOW.
Keeping campus safe is everyone's 
responsibility. Students, watch your email 
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anonymous survey about sexual assault 
and misconduct. Your responses are 
important and will make a di�erence.

Survey begins April 7.

Campus Climate Survey on Sexual Assault
& Sexual Misconduct
Association of American Universities
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Journalist discusses intersection 
of secularism and Islam, 
misrepresentation in media

noa yadidi
staff rEpOrtEr

stEphEN hUbEr | stUDENt LIfE

Journalist Carla power delivers the rabbi ferdinand Isserman/phi beta Kappa lecture on tuesday eve-
ning.  she spoke about the inspiration for her book and the misrepresentation of Muslims in the media.

here for my adjunct colleagues, 
because I see a lot of brilliant 
people who can’t make a liv-
ing…If things aren’t going to 
change on their own, and they 
never do, you’ve got to stand up 
and say something about it.”

Jeffrey Maret, a cul-
tural anthropology adjunct 
professor at Maryville, 
Lindenwood and Webster 
universities, felt as though 
the disparity between rising 
university costs and adjunct 
pay was too large to ignore. 
“As the cost of attending our 
universities is skyrocketing—
it’s higher than ever—the 
part-time faculty are actually 
living at or near poverty. I’m 
not kidding,” Maret said. 
“Just as our students are being 
trapped by huge student debts, 
our precarious ‘adjunctified’ 
faculty are being trapped in 
permanently part-time employ-
ment. A Ph.D. wasn’t supposed 
to give me a contingent gig 
where I wasn’t sure when my 
next class was going to come 
through or not.”

Sheri Anderson-Gutierrez, 
a visiting assistant Spanish pro-
fessor at Saint Louis University, 
spoke about the difficulties 
that she has faced in her role 
and why she came to support 

other low-wage workers. 
“I just really believe in this fight 
for fair wages and more job 
security for people who have 
a lot of education and who are 
really fundamental to the insti-
tution of higher education, and 
that we really need to figure out 
a better way to pay and keep 
good talent at the university 
level,” Anderson-Gutierrez 
said. 

She said the adjunct fac-
ulty fight for $15,000 per class 
makes sense given the work 
they put in, which includes the 
classes themselves along with 
planning, office hours, and 
other work.

Robert Smith, a rally 
attendee, noted his excitement 
about attending and making a 
stand.

“It just feels great that we’re 
all here as a family, and I love 
this,” Smith said. “So far this 
has been a great thing. This is 
a sea of humanity, all races and 
colors coming together for one 
cause, and that’s to get mini-
mum wage up to $15, so it’s 
great.”

After about an hour of  
speakers, the crowd, now 
thinned to about half its origi-
nal size and consisting mainly 
of community members rather 

than students and professors, 
began a march to the Delmar 
Loop. The marchers walked 
along Skinker Blvd. to Delmar, 
blocking traffic and chanting, 
accompanied by enthusiastic 
honks from stopped cars. While 
walking on the Loop, the ralli-
ers stopped briefly in a Chipotle 
to chant before exiting and 
continuing their march. They 
walked around the Loop sev-
eral times before many in the 
crowd dispersed and others 
boarded busses to continue the 
rally elsewhere in St. Louis.

Senior Keaton Wetzel, the 
main student organizer for 
the rally, said the protest was 
important because it brought 
together workers who were 
paid the minimum wage but 
might not otherwise interact. 

“Coming together as a large 
diverse group will yield much 
more power and much more 
promise than all of these indi-
vidual factions working on 
their own...I don’t think that 
[adjunct faculty and service 
workers] interact very much 
in daily life, but their struggles 
are very, very much the same,” 
Wetzel said.

Additional reporting by Zach 
Kram.

PrOtESt FrOM PAGE 1
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WESLEY JENKINS | SENIOR FORUM EDITOR | FORUM@STUDLIFE.COM

FORUM

M
onths 
of  work 
putting 
together 

Carnaval were lost in a 
single headline as I sat 
in my advisor’s office, 
infuriated. I had devoted 
months of  my time and 
energy to helping put 
together a show that was 
meant to express some 
of  my sentiments and 
experiences as a Latino 
student on campus. I 
had been involved in the 
skit-writing process and 
had portrayed one of  the 
characters we created, 
David: a gay Puerto Rican 
student struggling to fit 
in. I had been through 

rehearsal after rehearsal, 
excited to see our final 
product coming together 
to address issues of  race, 
immigration, sexuality 
and family. I watched 
in awe and tears welled 
up in my eyes when 
Lyrical Latin Fusion 
portrayed the murder of  
43 students in Iguala, 
Mexico—so proud that 
my fellow Latino friends 
had put together such a 
powerful piece, some-
thing that I had never 
seen in a Carnaval show 
during my four years 
on the Association of  
Latin American Students 
(ALAS) exec. And here I 
was, with tears in my eyes 
yet again. Tears of  anger 
and frustration as I felt 
the narrative being swept 
right from under our feet: 
“Carnaval delights with 
colors, dances.”

We set out in September 
to build a Carnaval that 
would perhaps share 
something about what 
it meant to be Latino on 
campus. We wanted to 
show that Latino identity 
is comprised of  diverse 
voices and that we are 
“tired that people think 
that they know us from 
what they see on TV, or 
from what they eat in 
restaurants.” Or from 
what they read in news-
papers. The previous 
sentence is a direct quote 
pulled from the skit, a line 
that I myself  wrote and 
portrayed on stage. Had 
Student Life sent a News 
reporter to cover the show, 
perhaps it would have 
made it into an article 
with text, alongside the 
pictures of  people dancing 
in colorful costumes. 

What saddened me most 

was my lack of  surprise 
because this article is one 
that I have seen so many 
times in mainstream-
news representations of  
Latinos. Just recently the 
Economist ran a special 
report on Latinos in the 
U.S., entitled, “How to 
fire up America.” I did 
not bother to read the 
article, however, because 
it utilized an American 
flag with red chili pep-
pers instead of  red stripes, 
invoking a minimizing 
trope. While the cover-
age of  Carnaval was not 
as overtly offensive as the 
Economist article, it was 
still hurtful because it was 
a misrepresentation of  our 
cultural production. What 
hurts most of  all from rep-
resentations such as these 
is that they are produced 
without your consent. As 
David in the skit put it, 

“We carry the burden of  
being constantly defined 
by those around us.”

While I commend the 
willingness of  the Student 
Life editors to meet with 
us regarding our concerns, 
I remain disheartened 
at how this disappoint-
ing representation of  
Carnaval was produced. 
I am not questioning the 
integrity or intentions 
of  the Student Life staff  
as individual people, 
but am merely ques-
tioning implicit biases 
within structures and 
protocols that result in 
this kind of  production. 
While I understand that 
the Student Life staff  
are students with heavy 
workloads and lives 
outside the publication, 
they still carry the power 
to represent other groups 
of  people. This position 

should be taken very seri-
ously, and I ask that the 
Student Life staff  engage 
in critical self-reflection, 
examining the ways in 
which decisions are made 
and how processes can 
be modified to be more 
inclusive, especially when 
reporting on underrepre-
sented groups.  

Although this specific 
case may seem insig-
nificant to many, the 
issue of  misrepresenting 
the underrepresented is 
pervasive throughout our 
society. Therefore, we 
should use this situation 
as a learning experience. I 
am not willing to passively 
accept the discretion of  
the journalist in represent-
ing me. As we said in our 
skit, “We as Latinos have 
to fight for our recogni-
tion in a place where there 
are so few of  us.”

STAFF EDITORIAL

EDITORIAL CARTOON

OP-ED SUBMISSION

Carnaval in Student Life: the crisis of representation for Latino students
DANIEL KENNEDY 
PRESIDENT OF  
EXTERNAL RELATIONS,
ASSOCIATION OF LATIN 
AMERICAN STUDENS

T
he Fight for 
$15, a national 
movement 
that led hun-

dreds of  people to a rally 
on Brookings steps on 
Wednesday, is quickly 
establishing itself  as yet 
another cause clamoring 
for Washington University 
students’ attention. We 
understand—as the semes-
ter draws to a close and 
we begin to look up from 
our books and out toward 
the summer months, it can 
seem appealing, even easy, 
to sweep another issue of  
social justice under the rug.

But the Fight for $15 is 
more than just cobwebs 
from protests gone by. It 
cannot be pushed aside. 
Although its presence on 
our campus may feel new, 

this campaign is thoroughly 
intertwined with so many 
other movements that 
it simply demands our 
attention.

The fight is an issue 
of  race. Almost half  of  
the people who work 
minimum-wage jobs across 
America are people of  
color, even though they 
make up just a third of  
the overall workforce. The 
economic oppression of  
minority communities, 
whose members are so 
often caught in a vicious 
cycle of  poverty perpetu-
ated by minimum-wage 
jobs that leave them far 
below the poverty line, is 
a modern manifestation 
of  the systemic racism 
that continues to plague 
our country. The federal 

minimum wage is $7.25 
per hour, and Missouri’s 
minimum wage is a mere 
40 cents more. Neither 
of  these is sufficient for a 
family to afford sufficient 
housing for a year, much 
less food, utilities, educa-
tion, childcare and all 
of  life’s other expenses. 
A higher minimum 
wage would allow these 
Americans to live a life 
that’s more than the time 
between paychecks and to 
break out of  the cycle of  
poverty.

The fight is an issue of  
age. Many minimum-wage 
workers are young adults 
whose voices are often fall 
upon deaf  ears for fault 
of  being “too young” or 
“too naive.” In an era 
of  skyrocketing costs of  

higher education, mil-
lions of  students stretch 
themselves to the limit, 
working minimum-wage 
jobs to help cover expenses, 
including student loans 
that can haunt them long 
after graduation. Often, 
they may feel invisible as 
they struggle to build a 
foundation for themselves 
that will last for a lifetime. 
Increasingly, though, 
minimum-wage workers 
are older Americans forced 
to work these jobs to get 
by after being laid off  or to 
support their families.

The fight is an issue 
of  gender. Almost two-
thirds of  minimum-wage 
workers are women. 
African-American women 
alone make up 16 percent 
of  the minimum-wage 

workforce; Hispanic 
women, 17 percent. Simply 
put, women are dispropor-
tionately impacted by a low 
minimum wage.

The fight is an issue 
of  our own community, 
both across St. Louis and 
expressly on the Danforth 
campus. For the former, 
a number of  the rally’s 
attendees and speakers are 
members of  the Faculty 
Forward movement, push-
ing not for $15 an hour but 
$15,000 per course they 
teach. This issue affects 
Washington University 
faculty members, a number 
of  whom are adjuncts mak-
ing less than a living wage, 
and students who plan on 
pursuing a Ph.D. in their 
academic futures.

The fight is about life 

and the ever-changing 
needs of  those who live 
it. The stigma attached to 
those who work minimum-
wage jobs is the same as in 
many other issues plaguing 
our society. Same plot, dif-
ferent story.

It is not just about flip-
ping burgers and waiting 
tables. It is not even about 
the work itself, really. The 
fight is about so much 
more, and to minimize the 
significance of  minimum 
wage is to turn a blind eye 
to a myriad of  the very 
social issues that we claim 
to want to fix. Now is not 
the time to get tired of  the 
fight. It’s the time to build 
each other up and tackle 
these problems as a whole. 
The Fight for $15 is a good 
place to start.

The Fight for the American Dream

ALEX BERGER | STUDENT LIFE
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Celebrate 
National 

Undergraduate 
Research Week

April 13-17, 2015

MARK MATOUSEK | SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR | CADENZA@STUDLIFE.COM

With finals just around the cor-
ner, here are our favorite recent and 
upcoming pop culture develop-
ments to fuel your procrastination.

LP
Throughout my recent, end-

less days in Olin preparing for 
this week’s General Chemistry 
exam, I’ve been listening up 
on the artist Laura Pergolizzi, 
better known as LP, during 
my personal second-floor 
cubicle concert breaks. This 
California-based singer and 
songwriter may not have any 
entirely new releases, but her 
music, which surpasses genre 
categorization, makes for a 
modern and timeless musical 
experience that has been 
gaining some attention. Her 
music could be described as 
upbeat, but her voice offers 
it a grungier edge. Major 
percussion mixed with bits 
of techno beats and rhythms 
powerfully blend with her 
unique voice and wide range 
to make for a sound deserving 
of more acknowledgement 
in the music world. Give her 

some love and let her songs 
get you through long “Nights 
Like This” leading toward 
the “Heavenly Light” that is 
summer.  
– Greer Russell

“Loud Places”
Over the past year, Jamie 

xx has continued to emerge 
from the shadow of the xx, 
pushing the band’s minimalist 
slow jams towards the dance 
floor by turning up the BPMs 
and percussion without losing 
the band’s fragile beauty. His 

latest single, “Loud Places,” 
is his best yet. Equal parts 
melancholy and ecstasy, 
the song follows plaintive, 
simmering verses (featuring 
vocals by the xx bandmate 
Romy Madley Croft) with 
a breathtaking shudder of a 
chorus, kaleidoscopic in its 
swirls of melodic and timbral 
color. “Loud Places” radiates 
affection while lamenting lost 
love, a trick that, though long 
since mastered by Jamie xx 
and his bandmates, never tires. 
At this rate, Jamie xx’s debut 
solo album, “In Colour,” can’t 
come soon enough.  
– Mark Matousek        

Pretending the video of 
crazy Dennis Quaid isn’t a 
viral marketing stunt

Dennis Quaid seems like a 
nice enough guy. Wholesome, 
ruggedly handsome, all-
American. If you were to 
construct a list of actors most 
likely to throw a tantrum on 
set, he’d probably rank near 
the bottom. That changed 
Monday, when a video of  
Quaid exploding on the set of  
unnamed film made its way 
through the interwebs. In 43 
seconds, the Dennis Quaid we 
all know and love gave way 
to Dennis Quaid the raving 
maniac; it was glorious. He 
bellows, as if he’s a five-time 
MVP recently demoted to 
the minor leagues, “I’m a 
pro!” refers to a crew member 

as “Dopey the D---,” and 
generally comports himself  
like Christian Bale on the set 
of a student film. Though 
the video was later exposed 
as a viral marketing stunt for 
Funny or Die, I’ve chosen 
to ignore this fact. I’d rather 
live in a world where Dennis 
Quaid’s been hiding his raving 
egomania for all these years, 
only to have it exposed as his 
relevance bottoms out. Here’s 
to hoping Crazy Dennis 
Quaid becomes a reality. – 
Mark Matousek

“U Mad”
On one level, I recognize 

that “U Mad,” the latest 
single from Chicago rapper 
Vic Mensa, is lacking. Built 
on a beat that sounds like a 
TNGHT outtake, and featur-
ing a second-rate Kanye verse, 
“U Mad” is no better than 
the third-best banger Mensa’s 

dropped in the wake of  his 
2013 mixtape, “Innanetape” 
(top honors go to “Wimme 
Nah” and “Feel That,” 
respectively). Granted, the 
song’s constructed from 
elements—thumping bot-
tom end, blaring synthetic 
brass, outsized swagger, 
multi-purpose hook, Kanye 
West—I enjoy in almost any 
context, but I can’t escape 
the nagging sense that these 
pieces could have been 
put to better use. Still, I’ve 
been compelled to spin “U 
Mad” at all hours of  the day 
since it dropped last Friday. 
Maybe it’s because it sounds 
great in my car, or maybe 
it’s because West and Mensa 
are operating at a level that 
renders their “failures” more 
interesting than their lesser 
peers’ triumphs. Whatever 
the reason, “U Mad” is 
undeniable, further proof  

that Vic Mensa’s break is 
imminent. 
 – Mark Matousek

“Mike and Dave Need 
Wedding Dates”

“Mike and Dave Need 
Wedding Dates” is an upcom-
ing movie, starring Zac Efron 
and Anna Kendrick, about 
two brothers who find wed-
ding dates on Craigslist. It’s 
the next level of 21st-century 
comedy—we’ve apparently 
already moved on from Tinder 
to classified advertisements to 
find someone to spend the eve-
ning with. The best part about 
it? The two main characters are 
based on real-life brothers who 
actually did this. According to 
TODAY, the brothers prom-
ised royalties to their dates if  
Hollywood turned their story 
into a romantic comedy: looks 
like the Craigslist beauties are 
in luck. – Erica Sloan

“Louie” is hitting middle 
age. Season five of  come-
dian Louis C.K.’s television 
opus premiered last week, 
and the second episode will 
air tonight. It’s striking just 
how much the show has 
gone through in its five years 
since turning the autobio-
graphical sitcom on its head. 
“Louie”’s title sequence 
still shows C.K. five years 
younger; he doesn’t look sig-
nificantly older now, but the 
difference is evident. Louie 
the character has gotten and 
lost “The Late Show,” trav-
eled to the Middle East and 
thrown up at the sight of  his 
father. The experience and 
age is starting to show.

A fifth season is a difficult 
time for any television 
show. “Louie”’s comedic 
cousin “Seinfeld” reached 
massive popularity in its 
fifth season (think episodes 
like “The Puffy Shirt” or 
“The Opposite”), as did 
“The Simpsons” and “The 
Office.” But all of  these 
sitcoms are more straight-
forward than “Louie,” and it 
appears from the premiere, 
“Pot Luck,” that the show 
will continue on its current 
“critical-darling with medio-
cre ratings” trajectory.

“Pot Luck” is, however, 
a return to the show’s roots. 
After several experimental, 
serialized episodes last 
season, C.K. is back to 
examining the well-inten-
tioned but horrible events 

that make up his life. Here, 
the plot centers on Louie 
causing a pregnant semi-
stranger to unexpectedly go 
into labor. What’s more is 
that the pregnant woman is 
a surrogate for one of  the 
jerk parents of  his daugh-
ter’s classmate.

One of  the most telling 
signs of  “Louie”’s contin-
ued tone is the way in which 
C.K. either avoids or ampli-
fies classic sitcom tropes. A 
lesser writer would create 
an entire episode based on 
the first act of  “Pot Luck.” 
Before we’re halfway done, 
we get a classic misdirection 
scenario wherein Louie acci-
dentally attends the wrong 
potluck, leaves his plate of  
homemade fried chicken at 
said potluck, replaces it with 

KFC and awkwardly meets 
the one other fried chicken 
lover at the right potluck. 

But it isn’t until the sec-
ond half  of  “Pot Luck” that 
we meet the character that 
will affect Louie’s life, the 
surrogate mother, Julianne. 
C.K.’s artistic work is to 
discover and embrace joy 
in the darkest parts of  life, 
and his brief  relationship 
with Julianne is a telling 
example. She is struggling to 
understand the meaning of  
her life beyond eating and 
being pregnant. She feels 
her sexuality fading and the 
mothers of  the child in her 
belly are unsympathetic to 
her loneliness. Louie sees 
the sadness, sympathizes 
through his own experiences 
with his ex-wife and acts 

selflessly to give Julianne 
hope.

Of course, C.K. has a 
relentlessly comedic sensibil-
ity for the awkward, which 
leads Julianne to make out 
and briefly have sex with 
Louie. And why shouldn’t 
that lead to Julianne going 
into unplanned labor? It’s 
Murphy’s Law for comedi-
ans. For Louie to get away 
without more madness 
would be antithetical to his 
core values.

The episode is book-
ended, as always, with bits 
of  live stand-up. These bits, 
which in earlier seasons 
often served as thematic 
set pieces for the episode, 
have become more and 
more unrelated. In “Pot 
Luck,” we get a beautiful 

final scene of  Louie leaving 
the hospital, followed by a 
bit about his friends using 
the voice of  The Penguin 
from “Batman Returns” to 
be secretly racist. It’s a bad 
transition and C.K. knows 
it. Comedy lives or dies by 
transitions.

But in “Pot Luck,” as 
well as his recent stand-
up album, “Live at the 
Comedy Store,” C.K. 
seems to care less about 
convention. Let a joke 
about funny voices sit next 
to a poignant rumination 
about life’s unexpected 
moments. Maybe there’s 
something in common and 
maybe not. C.K. doesn’t 
seem to care as much 
anymore, so long as they’re 
both funny.

NOAH JODICE
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

All work and no play makes Cadenza a dull section

‘Louie’ ages, 
graceless  
as ever
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          drink &  dine
[weekly bar and restaurant guide]

AL FORNO é

WINE
RED 

SAUCE

Now Delivering in the 
Loop WUSTL Apts

Greek Charity Donations Contact Mario

567 A  Melville Ave.  U-City  63130  
314.757.6542

BEST IN THE LOOP

PIZZA

Authentic Cajun • Seafood • Creole 
 PoBoys • Lunch Specials • Dinner Specials
Abita and Craft Brew on Draught

Game Day Hangout

CHECK OUT OUR MENU - RIVERBENDBAR.COM 

Brand New Location 2 blocks south of campus:
1059 S. Big Bend Blvd. 63117

TRY OUR SATURDAY & SUNDAY BRUNCH!

WU Student Life Weekly Drink & Dine Ad 2.3.15 Brunch.pdf   1   1/26/2015   4:00:32 PM

4967 Forest Park Ave @ Kingshighway •  314.361.6924
MetroLink Exit: Central West End

Weekly Authentic 
Greek Luncheon

Join us every Friday 
11am to 2pm

•Dine In
•Carry Out 

•Catering for your 
office! 

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox
Church Festival Fridays

Free Drink or dessert with Wash U student or staff ID

STEPHEN HUBER & SKYLER KESSLER | SR PHOTO EDITORS | PHOTO@STUDLIFE.COM

FIGHT FOR
$15 PROTEST
Ralliers gather and protest outside Brookings Hall 
before marching to the Delmar Loop on Wednesday 
afternoon. The protesters blocked various portions 
of the road, including briefly sitting down at the inter-
section of Delmar Boulevard and Melville Avenue.

SKYLER KESSLER AND MEGAN MAGRAY | STUDENT LIFE
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SCENE

Light-wash-jean-jacket-
wearing dads, pretentious 
Kombucha-sippers and 
regular civilians, it is time 
to unite: Record Store Day 
2015 will finally be upon us 
this Saturday. This nation-
wide event was established 
in 2007 to celebrate indepen-
dent record stores and their 
brick-and-mortar locations. 
Participating stores will 
feature special vinyl and 
CD releases, promotional 
items and concert giveaways 
galore. Here are some of  our 
favorite picks for this year. 

VINTAGE VINYL
Located on the Delmar 

Loop, Vintage Vinyl is 
incredibly accessible to 
Washington University 
students. While doors 
won’t officially open 
until 10 a.m., free Kaldi’s 
Coffee and desserts from 
Strange Donuts will be 
served at 8 a.m. For the 
21-and-up crowd, there 
will be free Schlafly Beer 
starting at 11 a.m. and 
free Monster energy 
drinks from noon to 4 
p.m.

There will be perfor-
mances by six local bands 
including School of  

Rock, Town Cars, Bella & 
Lilly, Bruiser Queen, We 
Are Hex and Rockwell 
Knuckles. There will also 
be a mix of  DJ sets from 
Turntable Orchestra, in 
addition to guest DJs 
from local venues and 
media outlets.   

ACTS WE’RE  
EXCITED ABOUT: 

1. Bruiser Queen, a lo-
cal garage rock/pop out-
fit, will keep customers 
pumped in the afternoon. 
They’re fun. You’ll have 
fun. 

2. Stand-up comedian 
Kelsey McClure is the 
mafia queen of  the com-
edy scene in St. Louis. 
She routinely opens 
for comedians touring 
through St. Louis and 
also runs the Comedy in 
the Lou website. No mat-
ter what she does, it’ll be 
entertaining.  

WHY YOU SHOULD GO: 
Since this is so close to 

campus, plenty of  Wash. 
U. students will be there. 
Which means, that person 
from your stats class that 
you’ve, like, kind of  been 
in love with all semester 
might be going. Which 
means that it’s totally pos-
sible for you both to ac-
cidentally grab the same 

12-inch Rush vinyl that 
you’ve both had on your 
eyes on, which would 
make it possible for him/
her/them to say some-
thing like “let’s get coffee 
after this” or even “you 
have a booger streamlin-
ing across the entire left 
side of  your face” or 
something. Life is full of  
possibilities! 

 

EUCLID RECORDS 
Euclid Records is a little fur-

ther away in Webster Groves. 
Still, you have plenty of time 
to get there—it’s celebrating 
Record Store Day all week-
end, with acts lined up from 
Friday evening to Sunday 
afternoon (they will still open 
at 10 a.m. on Record Store 
Day). The food will include 
coffee, donuts and barbecue 
from Highway 61 Roadhouse. 
Pabst Blue Ribbon is sponsor-
ing the event, so expect free 
PBR to be flowing.  

The lineup includes local 
bands like Brother Lee & the 
Leather Jackals and Sleepy 
Kitty. Two Nashville bands, 
*repeat repeat and Foster & 
Lloyd, along with New York’s 
Kristeen Young, will also be 
featured. Additionally, come-
dians Kevin White, Jeremy 
Essig and Andrew Frank will 
be performing stand-up on 
Saturday. 

 ACTS WE’RE  
EXCITED ABOUT: 

1.Indie rock duo Sleepy 
Kitty balances catchy 
melodies, a lead female 
vocal and a grunge un-
dertone. Its broad appeal 
should keep the audience 
engaged.  

2.Andrew Frank, 
one of  the main faces 
of  the St. Louis stand-
up scene, recently won 
the “Make Me Laugh” 
stand-up competition in 
St. Louis. He’s able to 
make audiences laugh 
at open mics (which is 
difficult, because people 
are usually drunk and/or 
inattentive), so he should 
have no problem killing it 
at Euclid Records. 

  

WHY YOU SHOULD GO:  
    It’ a big deal—I mean, 
it’s three days long, so 
why not stop by at least 
once? Webster Groves is 
also a college town, so 
you’d have the experience 
of  leaving one college 
bubble and immersing 
yourself  into another. 
That way, you don’t ever 
have to go out into the 
real world at all! Ac-
cording to the general 
Tinder demographic of  
Webster University stu-
dents, they’re really good 

at having snarky bios 
and nice filters. If  you 
make friends in Webster 
Groves, they’ll probably 
be incredibly hip. 

MUSIC  
RECORD SHOP
Music Record Shop 

will start the fun early 
by opening at 7 a.m. on 
Saturday. They’re also 
partnering with fellow 
Manchester Avenue busi-
nesses, giving the event a 
homegrown, community 
flavor. Customers will be 
able to purchase arts and 
crafts, clothing from local 
vendors and food truck 
fare, with beer provided 
by Urban Chestnut Brew-
ing Company. 

The Demo, an intimate 
Grove venue, will host a 
slew of  performers from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 
musical acts will include 
Letter to Memphis, Du-
rango, The Vanilla Beans, 
the Pat Sajak Assassins, 
Rival Brothers and Dino-
Fight!. 

ACTS WE’RE  
EXCITED ABOUT: 

1. The Pat Sajak As-
sassins, an experimen-
tal electronic-rock act, 
surprisingly doesn’t have 

anything to do with as-
sassinating Pat Sajak. 
They’re definitely out of  
the ordinary, consider-
ing their logo looks like 
the proposed lovechild of  
Che Guevara and Ronald 
McDonald. Their unique, 
catchy sound is definitely 
worth checking out. 

 
  
WHY YOU SHOULD GO: 
    Record Store Day on 
Manchester Avenue is 
a shared, collaborative 
event within various busi-
nesses in The Grove. This 
is a great way to experi-
ence one of  the most 
lively neighborhoods in 
St. Louis while also sup-
porting local businesses. 
Check out all the cool 
things The Grove has to 
offer: Rise Coffee, Ever-
est Cafe, the Ready Room 
and more. There’s also a 
White Castle convenient-
ly located in the vicinity. 
If  you’re running danger-
ously low on meal points 
(curse you, godly Paws 
& Go freshly squeezed 
orange juice), you can al-
ways purchase nutritious 
sliders to stockpile in 
your pockets. Personally, 
I will try to wear extra 
pockets to maximize the 
number of  sliders I can 
hold on my person.

RIMA PARIKH 
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR

Calling all over-
involved, under-rested 
Washington University 
students: two Wash. U. 
grads are developing a 
sleep optimization system 
called Chrona. Like Fitbit 
or Jawbone, it uses your 
smartphone to track sleep 
patterns. It goes a step 
further, however, by also 
utilizing varying sound 
frequencies to improve the 
quality of  your sleep. 

The initial idea came 
from co-founder Zimin 
Hang while he was in 
AP Psychology as a 
high school student. The 
concept for the physical 
version of  Chrona was 
created two years ago by 
Hang and co-founder Ben 
Bronsther in their entre-
preneurship capstone class 
(a.k.a “the hatchery”) at 
Wash. U.  

“The thought process 
was that when people get 

sleep studies done, they 
always have to wear those 
extremely intrusive EEG 
brain caps, and so we 
tried to develop a way to 
get rid of  the need for the 
cap and make it so that we 
could track the same data 
just by laying down on a 
pillow,” Bronsther said. 

Unfortunately, the 
initial model required 
a dry EEG electrode, 
which is so expensive 
that the product could 
never reach store shelves. 
The co-founders were 
unfazed, however: they 
invented an accelerom-
eter and a gyroscope to 
begin tracking sleep and 
then investigated emerg-
ing research for ways to 
actually enhance their 
clients’ sleep. They came 
across acoustic brainwave 
entrainment: when the 
system detects deep sleep, 
it triggers low-frequency 
relaxing sounds (sounds 
in the delta range) and 
when it detects lighter 

sleep, it emits higher-
frequency sounds (sounds 
in the alpha range). 

The product itself  is 
a rectangular piece of  
memory foam, about 1/2-
inch thick, inserted by the 
user between pillow and 
pillowcase.  It is embed-
ded with pressure sensors 
to detect movement and 
speakers to emit the vary-
ing frequency sounds for 
either “deep sleep boost” 
or “perfect wake-up.” 
Volume is controlled by 
the sensor, which can tell 
where a user’s head is on 
the pillow. 

Many existing sleep 
aids offer “smart alarms” 
already, which track sleep 
depth and then wake 
you up at or before your 
set alarm time, in the 
lightest stage of  sleep.  
Even though this should 
theoretically leave users 
feeling more refreshed, 
surveys show that many 
people object to being 
woken up before their set 

alarm time (even if  they 
were in the stage of  sleep 
from which it is easiest to 
wake up).  

While Chrona main-
tains the traditional 
smart alarm feature, the 
new “perfect wake-up” 
feature will not wake 
you up before your set 
alarm time, but simply 
emit the high frequency 
sound waves to send you 
to a lighter sleep at the 
time when you wish to be 
woken up.

The variety of  features 
on the app, changeable 
at any time by the user, 
include simple sleep 
tracking, deep sleep 
boost, the traditional 
smart alarm, perfect 
wake-up or even a combi-
nation of  the smart alarm 
with the perfect wake-up 
for a super smart alarm. 
The app generates a sleep 
score out of  100 each 
night and can then quan-
tify how much the score 
improves after a certain 

amount of  time. 
“We basically look 

at varying amounts of  
light sleep, deep sleep 
and REM sleep tracked 
throughout the night and 
the patterns in your sleep 
cycle.  Then, based on 
that and some other data 
that we gather, we give 
you a score out of  100, 
kind of  like a grade, of  
how good your sleep was 
that night,” Bronsther 
said.

In the future, Bronsther 
and Hang plan to use this 
brainwave entrainment 
technology to program a 
meditation feature into 
the pillow. It would likely 
be a half-hour program 
with a guided meditation 
through varying frequency 
sound waves. 

For those worried about 
sleeping on what seems 
to be a piece of  electri-
cal equipment, Bronsther 
explains that the sounds 
running through the pil-
low are a fraction of  what 

it would be like to sleep 
with your cell phone in 
bed with you. Most of  the 
processing for the system 
takes place in the smart-
phone, through the app. 

There are only six units 
in existence today, and 
they are being used in 
a pilot study at Barnes-
Jewish Hospital. Chrona 
is now engaged with a 
top-product design firm 
based out of  Boston called 
Altitude, which will take 
the fully functioning pro-
totype, turn it into a final 
consumer product and set 
up manufacturing capabil-
ities with factories abroad. 
The first units will likely 
be shipped in October. 

Today, April 16, is the 
start of  Chrona’s Kickstarter 
campaign, which has a goal 
of  $50,000.  Early bird prices 
are available for those who 
wish to purchase Chrona 
through Kickstarter, ranging 
from $80 - $100.  The prod-
uct will be sold at $170 once 
it reaches stores in the fall.

Wash. U. grads create device for feeling more rested with less sleep
ERICA SLOAN
STAFF REPORTER
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Back in the day, he 
yearned to be in the start-
ing lining up, hoping for 
a chance to showcase his 
talents for the Washington 
University men’s ten-
nis team. Now in his last 
season as a senior, Kevin 
Chu is a team captain who 
became the 16th player to 
reach 100 career wins on 
April 4. 

To join his teammate, 
senior Ross Putterman, 
as the only active mem-
bers of  the 100-win club, 
Chu needed two wins in 
his doubles and singles 
matches against a tough 
No. 14 Williams College 
team. In a grueling five 
and a half  hours that 
included a tie-breaking set 
in his singles match, Chu 
walked off  the court to the 
cheers of  his teammates, 
celebrating the milestone.  

“Honestly, I didn’t really 

think that much about it 
going into the game, but 
knowing that my name 
is up there with all the 
greats, that means a lot,” 
Chu said. “We have some 
of  the best tennis players 
in Division III on that list. 
It’s truly just a great feel-
ing, so I’m pretty proud 
and it’s a remarkable 
accomplishment.”

With an overall record 
of  105-45, Chu has 
become a core part of  the 
Bears’ success. In the past 
two seasons, he’s been a 
consistent presence at 6th 
seed singles compiling a 
20-3 record and has been 
reliable on the two spot in 
doubles, partnering with 
freshman Jason Haugen 
this season. A natural 
competitor and an aggres-
sive baseliner, Chu credits 
his success to head coach 
Roger Follmer and support 
of  his teammates. 

“Coach has been a really 
big proponent of  adding 

more variety to my game,” 
Chu said. “I’m hitting 
heavier balls, throwing 
softer shots, defending a 
lot better and just playing 
at a high level.” 

Since Chu joined the 
team in 2011 as a fresh-
man, the Bears have 
consistently been ranked 
top-5 in Division III with 
back-to-back UAA cham-
pionships in the past two 
seasons and two fourth 
place finishes in the 
NCAA playoffs. With only 
a few weeks left in his col-
lege career, Chu is working 
harder than ever with the 
hopes of  having the No. 
5 Bears win its second 
national championship 
since 2008. 

“I feel pretty confident 
about our chances this 
year. Obviously anything 
can happen in the playoffs, 
but I would say that we’re 
a lot deeper in our roster 
than all of  my previous 
seasons,” Chu said. “To be 

able to compete for cham-
pionships every season is 
amazing and that’s why I 
chose to come here.”

Raised in Potomac, 
Maryland, Chu’s tennis 
roots began from the age 
of  five as he watched his 
sister practice at a local 
park and practiced hitting 
with his parents.

“My older sister used to 
play so our family would 
go out to the park and hit,” 
he said. “They just brought 
me along and I would be 
in the corner, trying to hit 
it like a baseball…I got 
pretty good it and I just 
loved playing.”

At the age of  eleven, 
Chu started playing com-
petitively and took lessons 
at College Park Tennis 
Club, where he trained 
with several coaches and 
honed on his technique. By 
his sophomore year in high 
school, he played for his 
high school varsity team 
and trained privately at the 

Four Star Tennis Academy.
Confidence was an issue 

for Chu throughout his 
high school play, caus-
ing him to play below his 
potential. 

But things changed for 
him during his senior 
year when he began to 
train under coach Bear 
Schofield. Chu credits 
Schofield’s help in reach-
ing a higher level of  play.  

“He helped me relax a 
lot more and I started to 
really enjoy the game a lot 
more from working 

with him,” Chu said. 
“He’s just a great guy to 
work with and I wouldn’t 
be at Wash. U. without his 
help.”

By the time he graduated 
high school Chu had won 
the 2011 Maryland State 
Singles Championship and 
was named the 2011 Post 
Gazette player of  the year.

After deciding to attend 
Wash. U. and play on 
the tennis, Chu slowly 

worked his way into the 
rotation, becoming a sin-
gles and doubles regular 
by his junior season.  On 
his journey to 100 wins, 
he’s recorded a 5-1 record 
in the 2014 University 
Athletic Association 
Championship, been 
named UAA Athlete of  
the week on multiple 
occasions and won nine-
straight singles matches 
last season.  And while 
he’s proud of  his college 
career and hopes to fin-
ish as a champion, Chu is 
most proud of  his maturity 
as a player and person.

“I’ve matured a lot and 
become a lot more a team 
player. There are times 
when I would lose my 
singles spot, but I would 
still be out there cheering 
for everyone,” Chu said. 
“That’s what I hope peo-
ple will remember me for. 
A guy who put the team 
first and supported his 
teammates.” 

DEREK SHYR
STAFF REPORTER

Senior Kevin Chu prepares a backhand stroke in a doubles match against the University of Texas-Tyler on Friday, April 10. The Bears defeated Texas-Tyler 5-4 as a team, with Chu and doubles partner Jason 
Haugen eking out a 9-7 victory at second flight. A weekend earlier, Chu picked up his 100th career victory with Washington University, making him jut the 16th member of the program’s triple-digit club.

STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE
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The Washington 
University crew team has 
achieved national notori-
ety, and all it took was a 
few flying fish.

On Friday night, junior 
Ben Rosenbaum, captain 
of  the men’s varsity squad, 
uploaded a video of  the 
Freshman 8 boat being 
swarmed by leaping Asian 
carp during morning prac-
tice to YouTube and CNN 
iReport. The story was 
first reported on by CNN, 
but quickly spread across 
the Internet, garnering the 
attention of  both local and 
national media outlets. 

“I didn’t anticipate it get-
ting as much viral coverage 
as it has,” Rosenbaum said. 
“I’ve been asked to share 

the video with several other 
news agencies: ESPN, 
CNN, NBC, all the local 
stations in St. Louis, inter-
national BBC, Australian 
media outlets, so it’s quite 
an extensive reach.”

Given the comedic 
nature of  the video, each 
station attempted to add 
their own humorous spin 
with headlines such as 
“Flying carp attack row-
ing team” from ESPN and 
“These Freshmen Rowers 
Got Attacked By Flying 
Asian Carp And It Was 
The Ultimate Hazing” 
from Buzzfeed. 

The incident occurred 
early Friday morning as 
the Bears wrapped up 
their final practice of  the 
week at Creve Coeur Lake. 
As the majority of  the 
team worked on land to 

prepare their racing shells 
for an upcoming regatta 
in St. Charles, Illinois, the 
Freshman 8 boat, under the 
direction of  freshman cox-
swain Ashley Kim, worked 
their way towards the dock. 
At first, only a few fish 
leaped from the water, but 
soon the entire area around 
the racing shell was froth-
ing with silvery projectiles.

“It was a lot of  chaos 
and the most we could do 
was let the boat sit and just 
wait for the fish to finish 
passing,” Kim said. 

Rosenbaum first realized 
what was about to transpire 
while he was helping to 
load boats onto the team’s 
trailer. 

“I saw a couple of  fish 
start to jump and I had an 
idea of  what was about to 
happen,” Rosenbaum said, 

“so I went down to the 
docks with my phone, and 
I was able to film the fresh-
man when they came in.”

A veteran rower on Creve 
Coeur Lake, Rosenbaum 
witnessed a similar event 
in 2013. It was his quick 
thinking with the camera 
that allowed the Bears to 
receive national coverage. 

Asian Carp are notori-
ous in the Midwestern 
United States for their leap-
ing displays. Sometimes 
growing up to 100 lbs., 
these fish when airborne 
have been known to cause 
concussions and broken 
bones. As the boat passed 
through the school, one of  
the carp struck freshman 
Jamie Fuhrman in the back 
and landed in the boat. 
Fuhrman was not harmed. 

“The rowers were not 

injured although they 
were pretty frightened,” 
Rosenbaum said.

The racing shell also 
escaped permanent harm 
although there is still a lin-
gering odor.

“There was no damage; 
it just smelled like fish,” 
Kim said. 

There was a degree of  
foreshadowing earlier in 
the morning when a small 
number of  carp leaped 
around the freshman 8 boat 
during their normal drills. 
One intrepid fish managed 
to jump inside the racing 
shell and was promptly 
tossed out without further 
incident. 

While the spectacle was 
unexpected, the Bears 
have benefited from it. 
Rosenbaum should receive 
an amount of  money yet 

to be determined from the 
assorted media coverage 
over the past week. That 
money will be donated 
to the team and used to 
fund their efforts to reach 
the American Collegiate 
Rowing Association 
National Championship 
regatta in the near future.  

Next weekend the 
Bears will send a men’s 
varsity eight, men’s var-
sity four, freshman men’s 
four, varsity women’s 
four and the same fresh-
man men’s eight that was 
bombarded last Friday 
to Oak Ridge, Tennessee 
to compete in the 
Southern Intercollegiate 
Rowing Association 
Championships. While 
there, they will attempt to 
avoid disturbing any more 
aquatic wildlife.

FISH ARE FRIENDS, 
NOT PROJECTILES: 
CREW TEAM 
BOMBARDED 
BY ASIAN CARP

AARON BREZEL
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR
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