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Green Monday, Washington 
University’s newest sustainability initiative, 
encourages students, faculty and com-
munity members to take a pledge to eat 
vegetarian on Mondays. 

This initiative, aiming to decrease the 
University’s carbon footprint by reduc-
ing meat consumption, was started by 
Washington University alumnus David 
Yeung in 2012 in Hong Kong. Yeung 
recently brought his program to the 
United States, beginning with Columbia 
University earlier this academic year.

The Office of Sustainability is spon-
soring Yeung’s initiative on Washington 

University’s campus as another way for 
students to take part in sustainability.

“We are promoting sustainable food in 
general. Beyond that, we will be promoting 
what we already have, such as Eco To-Go 
boxes and compost,” Mary Ostafi, sustain-
ability coordinator, explained.

As part of the ad campaign, a number 
of University administrators have been 
photographed making the Green Monday 
pledge. Chancellor Mark Wrighton, 
Provost Holden Thorp, Olin Business 
School Dean Mahendra Gupta and 
Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences 
Jen Smith were among the administra-
tors whose pictures appeared on top of  

New ‘Green Monday’ initiative aims 
at reducing carbon footprint
DEBORAH SPENCER
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

SEE GREEN, PAGE 2

Chancellor Mark Wrighton 
and Provost Holden Thorp 
hold up signs noting they 
took the Green Monday 
pledge, designed to increase 
sustainability on campus.

Rob Wild to take over 
Residential Life dept.

Beginning this semester, 
Residential Life now falls 
under the charge of Associate 
Vice Chancellor for Students 
Rob Wild after more than 20 
years in the hands of Dean of  
Students Justin Carroll. 

After Associate Vice 
Chancellor for Students Jill 
Carnaghi left Washington 
University in the summer 
of 2014, her student service 
duties fell to Carroll on an 
interim basis. Vice Chancellor 
for Students Sharon Stahl 
asked Carroll to take on the 
area of Campus Life, which 
includes the Community 
Service Office, Student 
Involvement and Leadership, 
and the Danforth University 
Center, on a more permanent 
basis. 

Stahl then decided to rear-
range the responsibilities of  
her department amongst the 
executive team, switching 
Residential Life and the Office 
of Student Conduct to Wild’s 
control.

“The University is trying 
to be much more efficient 
and to use resources to try to 
address the issue of socioeco-
nomic diversity, among other 
things, and so we knew that 

we wouldn’t fill [Carnaghi’s] 
position, that we would try to 
rearrange things—still make it 
exceptionally well supervised 
so that the quality of student 
services did not diminish in 
any way, but that we would 
then adjust the workload,” 
Stahl said.

Because Stahl will be retir-
ing at the end of the 2014-15 
academic year, she wanted to 
leave the student services in 
the best possible condition for 
her successor.

“We have a new person 
coming on July 1, and so I 
wanted things to be in really 
good working order when they 
came,” Stahl said. “We have a 
great group of people oversee-
ing all of student services right 
now so I didn’t want to make a 
lot of changes, but I knew that 
we needed to go ahead and do 
this so that the workload was a 
little better distributed.”

Carroll, who spent the fall 
semester of 2014 commuting 
between the South 40 and the 
Danforth Campus, is glad to 
have the opportunity to work 
on new projects with more 
focus.

“I wasn’t overworked or 
anything like that, but it is 
nice to be able to eventually 

Associate Vice Chancellor for Students Rob Wild discusses his 
new role as head of Residential Life. Wild took over for longtime 
ResLife head Justin Carroll, who has shifted assignments this year.
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Student Union’s vice president of public 
relations resigns from post unexpectedly

In a surprise resigna-
tion, junior Brian Benton, 
Student Union’s vice presi-
dent of  public relations, 
stepped down from his 
post earlier this week, cit-
ing personal reasons for his 
departure.

Benton was elected to 
SU’s Executive Board last 
spring as part of  the Elevate! 
slate, alongside now-seniors 
Emma Tyler, Vivek Biswas 
and Nick Palermo and now-
junior Laura Roettges. In 
his tenure as VP of  public 
relations, Benton focused 
on redesigning the Student 
Union website and working 
to increase SU’s commu-
nications with the student 
body. 

A replacement will be 
chosen in the next two 
weeks, according to the 
Student Union press release 
announcing Benton’s resig-
nation, and Elevate! leaders 
expect a smooth transition 
process with the board’s 
new member.

SU Exec did not see the 
resignation coming, but 
President Emma Tyler said 
she understands Benton’s 
need to make the best deci-
sions for himself.

“This was definitely not 
something I or anyone else 
on SU Exec expected. But 
we understand and want 
to support Brian [Benton] 
in his decision, but no, 
this is definitely not some-
thing we’ve been planning 
or thinking about for any 
period of  time,” Tyler said.

Benton is the first SU 
Exec member to resign from 
his position since fall 2009, 
according to Student Life 
archives. Two Exec mem-
bers resigned that year, one 
for personal reasons and one 
out of  frustration with SU’s 
bureaucratic structure. 

Benton said that a com-
bination of  factors that led 
him to resign.

“It was a few differ-
ent reasons,” Benton said. 
“Preparing to study abroad 
next year and making sure 
I’m able to get all the classes 
I need to, and being able 
to commit to all the things 
I have to do. It’s just like 
the combination of  those 
internal things as well as 
personal things made it best 
for me as well as Student 
Union as a whole to step 

down from my position at 
this time.”

Benton did admit that 
it was a sudden decision, 
however.

“It was something that 
had to be done now rather 
than in a few weeks, when 
elections are underway and 
there’s more going on with 
Student Union, so it’s just in 
the best interest for me and 
the rest of  SU Exec for me 
to step down,” he said.

With regard to moving 
forward, Tyler noted that 
there is not any official stat-
ute regarding the selection 
of  a new member of  the 
Exec board, so the Elevate! 
administration will use pre-
vious instances of  a board 
member resigning as a guide 

EMILY SCHIENVAR
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

JUST YOUR USUAL FARE AT THE CAREER FAIR

Students and recruiters alike navigate the crowded Gargoyle at the Spring 2015 All-Campus Career Fair on Tuesday. The event, 
hosted by the Career Center, featured over 60 firms and companies searching for full-time employees and summer interns.

STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE

Applications open, replacement to be chosen in two weeks

SEE VP, PAGE 2

COURTESY OF WUSTL PHOTO SERVICES

FOR IDEAS ON MEATLESS 
MEALS ON CAMPUS, TURN 

TO SCENE, PG 6
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THURSDAY 29 
CLOUDY
45 / 27

FRIDAY 30
MOSTLY SUNNY
39 / 29

SATURDAY 31
CLOUDY
45 / 34

SUNDAY 1
WINTRY MIX
36 / 12theflipside

I’m a mother and lawyer 
with 20 years of experience and

YOUR legal advocate

Your Mom or Dad probably told you:
“Nothing good happens after midnight...”

Did something happen to you?
Call me to talk about your legal options.

KELLY BOLAN CHEVALIER

  Things happen  •  I am here for you

Ca l l o r Te x T  314.249.5936
f r e e  C o n f i d e n T i a l C o n s u lTaT i o n  • C l ay T o n-b a s e d

10% d i s C o u n T f o r Wa s h i n g T o n u sT u d e n T s

EVENT
CALENDAR

THURSDAY 29
Community Service Office –  
St. Louis Up Close
Danforth University Center, Room 233, 5 p.m.
“The 10-Year Plan to End Chronic 
Homelessness: Where Are We After 10 
Years?” Experts with the City of St. Louis 
and Washington University’s Brown 
School of Social Work will join formerly 
homeless individuals in this discussion, 
which will include film clips from a 10-year 
retrospective from the documentary in 
progress “Ten Years to Home”.

Dept. of Music / University College –  
Jazz at Holmes
Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge, 8 p.m.
An evening of solo piano with Ptah Williams. 

FRIDAY 30
Dept. of Cell Biology & Physiology –  
Seminar Series
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg.,  
Room 426, 12 p.m.
“Circumventing Microenvironment-
Mediated Resistance to Cancer Therapeutics: 
Mechanisms & Opportunities.” Pete Nelson, 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, 
University of Washington School of Medicine.

Lunar New Year Festival 2015:  
To Lead with Heart
Edison Theatre, 7 p.m.
The Lunar New Year Festival is an annual 
event on the Washington University 
Campus celebrating the Lunar New Year 
and promoting awareness of the different 
aspects of Asian culture. This spectacular 
show, held for two nights in Edison Theatre, 
is a completely student-run production and 
promotes interaction and unity among the 
various Asian groups on campus.

SATUDAY 31
Sam Fox School / Women and the Kemper – 
Annual MFA Open Studios
Lewis Center, 721 Kingsland Ave.,  
U. City Loop, 4 p.m.
This annual event, sponsored by Women and 
the Kemper, allows participants to meet with 
current MFA students while viewing their work 
in their studios. The event features innovative 
young artists working in painting, printmaking, 
photography, sculpture, combined media, 
installation and video. Light refreshments will 
be provided.

Grand Slam 2015
Graham Chapel, 7:00 p.m.
Ten poets will compete in a slam poetry 
competition. Nationally recognized poet Hieu 
Minh Nguyen will also be featured. Free and 
open to the public.

Jan. 25
Auto Accident—Complainant reports his 
vehicle was struck by person(s) unknown 
while parked in the Millbrook Garage.
Disposition: Pending.

POLICE
BEAT

“For ResLife 
and the 
University 
as a whole 
to disregard 
financials 
when it comes 
to housing is 
disturbing.”
- Wesley Jenkins, 
Forum staff writer

SEE STORY ON PG 8

GREEN FROM PAGE 1

have one office and not be 
going back and forth and 
get involved with the new 
departments that I took on,” 
he said. “It’s bittersweet. 
I spent more than half of  
my time at the University 
involved with Residential Life, 
but I’m excited for the new 
opportunity.”

Carroll is happy to see Wild 
return to the position, espe-
cially because he is in large 
part responsible for bring-
ing Wild in to work for the 
University. Wild attended 
Washington University as an 
undergraduate and was a resi-
dential adviser as a student, 
working closely with Carroll 
before graduating.

Carroll recalled fondly a 
conversation he had with 
Wild when the latter was fin-
ishing up his graduate work at 
the University of Wisconsin-
Madison and asked Carroll to 

be a job reference.
“I said, ‘Where’s the job?’ 

and it was in California or 
something and I was like, 
‘Nah, I don’t think I’ll do that 
one.’ And he goes, ‘What do 
you mean you’re not going to 
do it?’ and I say, ‘Well, because 
we have a job at Washington 
University and I think it’d be 
perfect for you, you should 
consider applying,’” Carroll 
said. “And I strongly encour-
aged him to consider coming 
here. I thought he’d be a great 
asset for students.”

While Carroll was not 
responsible for the decision, 
he is very happy to see Wild 
in his former position.

“It seems natural since he 
has a long history, so he’ll 
provide a lot of continuity,” 
Carroll said. “There’s been 
a lot of changes in ResLife, 
but the bottom line is that the 
backbone of what we do and 

the community that we try to 
foster, I think, has been the 
same forever. I always viewed 
my role as ‘don’t mess that 
up.’ Institute new changes and 
new facilities and help create 
the faculty program and new 
initiatives, but always do it in 
a way that doesn’t interfere 
with the sense of community 
that has been at the University 
long before me. I think he 
understands that and shares 
an understanding of the 
importance of it.”

Wild worked as a residen-
tial college director for several 
years before moving to work 
in the chancellor’s office. He 
was made an associate vice 
chancellor for students when 
Stahl was made vice chancel-
lor and had been primarily 
responsible for the First Year 
Center.

“It’s a real honor for me 
to get to go back…to work 

with a team that is providing 
a great residential experience 
for our students,” Wild said.

According to Wild, the 
addition of Residential Life 
to his responsibilities has 
so far made perfect sense 
as the First Year Center, 
Cornerstone, Residential Life 
and the Office of Student 
Conduct often work together. 
In his first few weeks with 
Residential Life, Wild has 
been working to get back in 
touch with the office’s goals 
and projects, but he said he 
has not found the transition to 
be too difficult.

“For Justin Carroll and 
I, we’ve worked together 
for many years, so you can’t 
imagine an easier transition. 
We still meet, we’re meeting 
every week, I’m talking to 
him everyday during this tran-
sition. It’s been great, having 
him as a mentor,” Wild said.

WILD FROM PAGE 1

moving forward.
“Under the advisement of  

our Chief  Justice Gabrielle 
Buchbinder, we’re going 
along with precedent that’s 
been done in the past, which 
has been to put an open 

application out and then 
get someone confirmed by 
Senate and Treasury,” Tyler 
said.

The school-wide 
SUp This Week email 
on Tuesday morning 

announced the open posi-
tion and asked interested 
students to apply, marking 
Friday, Jan. 30 as the appli-
cation deadline. The Exec 
board hopes to choose a 
replacement, who will then 
need to be confirmed by SU 
Senate and Treasury, within 
the next two weeks.

Tyler noted that Benton’s 
replacement will be trained 
and integrated as smoothly 
as possible into the board. 

“We were all trained for 
our positions by the people 
that came before us. The 
PR position is nice because 
[it has] the most consistent 

week-to-week or day-to-
day responsibilities, so that 
stuff  is pretty structured 
and should be pretty easy 
to catch on to,” Tyler said. 
“I’m definitely going to sit 
down with the new person 
for as long as they need to 
catch them up on their roles, 
responsibilities, ongoing 
projects.”

Benton plans to continue 
his involvement in his other 
SU groups but will not be 
involved in the selection of  
his successor.

Editor’s note: Benton is also 
a photographer for Student 
Life.

VP FROM PAGE 1

Since Jan. 21, Washington 
University has been offering 50 
GB of cloud storage for all stu-
dents and faculty through data 
storage company Box.com.

The University signed a 
two-year contract with Box.
com as part of the Internet2 
consortium of over 250 uni-
versities, including Harvard 
University, Yale University and 
the Massachusetts Institute of  
Technology. The non-profit 
aims to connect research uni-
versities, businesses and other 
institutions across the nation 
in order to facilitate the sharing 
of data and information across 
society as a whole. 

In light of this year’s Student 
Union website hack and the 
leaking of several celebri-
ties’ private photos from their 
iCloud accounts, the office 
of John Gohsman, vice 
chancellor for Information 
Technology and chief informa-
tion officer, wanted to ensure 
that the new storage system 
would be not be prone to cyber 
attacks. Because of the need 
for confidentiality per several 
government acts, it was also 

necessary to have a data stor-
age system that is HIPAA- and 
FERPA-compliant. 

“As Internet2 works 
with universities and as 
many universities are tied to 
research hospital facilities, 
they understand the need for 
extra encryption specifically 
with personal data,” Aisha 
Goodman Hamilton, com-
munications program manager 
of the Office of the Chief  
Information Officer, said. 
“They understand the require-
ment that researchers, in order 
to get certain grants, must store 
their data in the U.S., so all Box 
content is stored in servers in 
the U.S.”

According to John 
Bailey, assistant director of  
Information Services and 
Technology, Box.com ensures 
that data is encrypted at all 
times. Data is encrypted dur-
ing transferring both to and 
from the cloud, and the files are 
encrypted at rest when they are 
sitting unused. 

“The contract provisions 
the university has with Box are 
very, very strong,” Bailey said. 
“Box understands that they are 
on the hook for significant pen-
alties both through the contract 

and due to several regulations 
should they have a lapse in 
information security.” 

Previously, faculty members 
used Dropbox to share docu-
ments between each other, but 
the University did not have an 
official contract with that com-
pany. According to Bailey, Box 
was a great fit for the University 
faculty, staff and students.

“It was obvious from peo-
ple’s personal use of cloud 
storage services that there was 
a need at the University for an 
official cloud storage service,” 
Bailey said.“Dropbox is more 
about moving big files around, 
Box is about that but also about 
being able to share and collabo-
rate on an ongoing basis with a 
number of files.”

The Office of the CIO hopes 
Box.com allows students to 
interact more in a way that will 
be conducive to learning and 
understanding new material.

“We hope to find more 
solutions that are beneficial 
to students, faculty and staff, 
but that are also safe and can 
provide a full, robust service,” 
Goodman Hamilton said. “I 
think we understand most stu-
dents already use some sort of  
cloud storage and collaboration 

service. We would hope that 
by providing the WUSTL 
provision service, they can col-
laborate with their professor 
and with each other with the 
understanding that it is a more 
secure environment.”

Freshman Ryan Schneider 
has not tried data storage sys-
tems before but believes its 
use would be beneficial for the 
campus as a whole. 

“I’ve never used anything 
like that before, but if they have 
and people are using other 
websites, then it sounds like a 
good idea,” Schneider said.

Additionally, he noted that 
he understood the University’s 
need to establish a secure net-
work to ensure that student 
data remains safe. 

“If people are going to use it, 
then [Washington University] 
should make sure they are 
secure in doing so,” Schneider 
added.

For soon-to-be graduat-
ing seniors, transitioning their 
account within 90 days of grad-
uation will allow them to keep 
their 50 GB of storage. By reg-
istering an email address that 
is not hosted by the University, 
students will still be able to 
access all of their stored data.

Wash. U. deal with Box.com will provide 
50 GB of cloud storage to students, faculty
SAME WEIEN
STAFF REPORTER

Provost Holden Thorp, 
Olin Business School Dean 
Mahendra Gupta and Dean 
of  the College of  Arts & 
Sciences Jen Smith were 
among the administrators 
whose pictures appeared 
on top of  tables in the 
Danforth University Center 
on Monday.

The Office of  
Sustainability has partnered 
with Dining Services, Bon 
Appetit and Aramark to 
implement the initiative. 

“We’ve made sure to have 
vegan and vegetarian options 
and have been expanding 
over time. Our role is in to 
help promote it. The idea 

is not necessarily to eat veg-
etarian, but we are using that 
as the focal point to consider 
going a little more green 
with the way you eat. We are 
looking to improve all across 
the board,” Dining Services 
Manager Paul Schimmele 
said. 

Yeung described the 
necessity of  his initiative as 
something that he hopes will 
greatly reduce the global car-
bon footprint.

“There are two very 
urgent issues our planet and 
all of  us are facing together. 
One is called global warm-
ing—climate change—and 
the other one is actually 

called food insecurity: that 
we are not having enough 
food for the planet, and 
the situation will get a lot 
worse,” Yeung said. “With 
global warming, United 
Nations has been talking for 
over a decade, that the big-
gest contributor is actually 
the livestock industry. When 
it comes to sustainability, 
people are not realizing food 
is a major issue.”

Nadeem Siddiqui, Dining 
Services district manager, 
noted his excitement for 
sponsoring the initiative. 

“It’s about building a 
culture that really under-
stands that every effort, each 

spot, makes a difference,” 
Siddiqui said.

Senior Emily Kent, who 
took the pledge on Monday, 
was excited to take part in 
the project. 

“I think it’s fantastic. It’s 
important to realize that our 
food impacts the environ-
ment,” Kent said.

The Eco-Reps, sustain-
ability representatives from 
each residential college on 
the South 40, will act as 
ambassadors for the pro-
gram. They will be located 
at the dining areas across 
campus every Monday this 
semester asking people to 
take the pledge.
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SPORTS
With the biggest sporting event of  the year quickly approaching, we asked Washington University student-athletes 
and coaches to pitch in and tell us for whom they are cheering in the Super Bowl this Sunday. Despite most of  the 

coaches and athletes we interviewed being fans of  other teams, all but one are cheering for the Seahawks.  
– Aaron Brezel and Gadiel Rosenblut

NICK ALANIVA
Senior
Pole Vaulter

“I’ll be cheering for the Pa-
triots because I’m a die-hard 
Michigan fan, and I love my 
boy Brady.”

MELISSA GILKEY
Senior
Basketball forward 

“Seahawks all the way. I’m 
from Seattle so I’m a true 
[12th Man] at heart. I just 
think that after that last crazy 
win they’ve got the momen-
tum, and they’re just ready  
to ride this energy out as 
much as they can. They’re 
just ready to go.”

VANESSA WALBY
Volleyball 
Head Coach

“The Packers. I’m just 
kidding; I wish it were the 
Packers. If I had to pick, I 
would probably pick Seattle 
because I’m from Wisconsin 
and the Badgers are my 
team and Russell Wilson  
was a Badger.”

MARK EDWARDS 
Men’s Basketball 
Head Coach

“My favorite team was 
Green Bay, and we’re not 
in that situation anymore 
so I would say anybody 
but New England. Seattle.”

FADE OLUOKUN
Senior
Linebacker

“I’d have to go with the 
Seahawks…Marshawn 
Lynch [is my] favorite 
player in the league…[Also] 
I’m a Rams fan. I’m from 
St. Louis and Spygate still 
makes me sour against the 
Patriots.”

JEFF STILES 
Track and Field 
Head Coach

“I hope it comes down to 
the last drive, and I hope it’s 
really, really dramatic, and 
I hope the Seahawks win. I 
hate blowouts; I just want it 
to be a great game.”
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A CASUAL FAN’S GUIDE
TO THE SUPER BOWL

SPORTS STAFF

In case you’ve been too caught up in the hustle and bustle of a new semester to notice, Super Bowl XLIX will be played on Sunday between the Seattle 
Seahawks and the New England Patriots in Glendale, Ariz. While those of us on the Student Life Sports staff have fanatically counted down the days until 
Super Bowl Sunday, we acknowledge that the Super Bowl is the only game of the year that many people watch. For those of you who fall into that category, 
we’ve listed five important questions that many viewers may find themselves too embarrassed to ask their die-hard sports friends. 

Why is there controversy surrounding the Patriots’ 
last playoff  win? What is Deflate-gate?

The Patriots have a history of  bending the rules to 
win games. In 2007, they were fined for videotaping 
the hand signals of  the Jets’ defensive coaches during 
a practice. This led to reports that the Patriots had 
been videotaping other teams since 2000, including 
their Super Bowl XXXVI opponents, the St. Louis 
Rams. Most recently, the Patriots have been accused 
of  deflating 11 of  12 game balls to a pressure 2 pounds 
per square inch below the NFL guidelines in their 
45-7 win against the Indianapolis Colts in the AFC 
Championship Game. The NFL is currently investi-
gating the allegations, and coach Bill Belichick and 
quarterback Tom Brady have denied any involvement 
with the under-inflated balls. It appears, however, that 
any potential punishments will not happen until after 
the Super Bowl.    —Weber Gaowen

What is the significance of  Seahawks head coach 
Pete Carroll coaching against the Patriots?

Carroll was hired as the head coach of  the Patriots 
in 1997, leading New England to two playoff  appear-
ances and a combined 27-21 record before being fired 
in 1999. Current Patriots head coach Bill Belichick 
was hired as his replacement, and it appears that 
the two coaches couldn’t be anymore different. On 
one hand, the fun-loving Carroll is seen as a players’ 
coach who pulls pranks on his players. On the other 
hand, Belichick is well known for his stoic demeanor 
and keeping his players on a tight leash when it comes 
to talking to the media. However, both coaches have 
had similar success stories as Belichick also strug-
gled in his first stint as head coach of  the Cleveland 
Browns until 1995, when he was fired after four sea-
sons for posting a substandard 36-44 record. Now, the 
two differing personalities face off  against each other 
with a Super Bowl ring on the line.    —Nick Kauzlarich

If  Tom Brady wins, does that mean he is the best 
quarterback of  all time? 

Possibly. For many, Brady will be considered 
the best quarterback in NFL history if  he wins on 
Sunday, but for others, it’s not as clear-cut. He’s a 
three-time Super Bowl Champion and a two-time 
NFL MVP. He arguably had the best season ever by 
any quarterback in 2007 as he led the Patriots to a 
perfect regular-season record by throwing for 4,806 
yards and a then-record 50 touchdown passes. But 
what’s most impressive about Brady is his 20 play-
off  victories, which is already four more than any 
other quarterback in NFL history. The only tarnish 
on Brady’s resume is his two Super Bowl losses to the 
Giants in the 2007 and 2011 seasons. But he can fix 
that by winning this Super Bowl, which will put him 
in the same category as Hall of  Famers Joe Montana 
and Terry Bradshaw, who both won four Super Bowl 
titles. —Derek Shyr

What is a Gronk spike?
Rob Gronkowski is the party-loving, ridiculously 

athletic tight end for the New England Patriots. If  
you get the chance to see him score a touchdown 
this weekend, you will also see him hurl the football 
into the ground for his patented “Gronk Spike.” A 
Gronk Spike is just like a regular spike, only much 
harder. In 2011, Gronkowski’s celebratory throw was 
measured at 650 pounds of  force. By comparison, a 
hockey check into the boards in the NHL clocks in 
at 500 pounds, or 0.77 Gronk Spikes. The ceremony 
adored by Patriots fans even has its own entry in 
Urban Dictionary, which lists the celebratory move 
in part as “the action of  forcing an object (usually a 
football) into the ground with tremendous force as a 
way of  celebration.” —Aaron Brezel

Why do the announcers keep talking about 
Marshawn Lynch’s interviews?
Yeah. 
Thanks for the question, boss.
He’s thankful.
Really, he’s just there so he doesn’t get fined.
You know why he’s there.
–Zach Kram

Without a doubt, last season’s Super Bowl blowout was 
painfully hard to watch. Have no fear, though—the 10 previ-
ous Super Bowls were competitive contests, and everyone on 
Student Life’s Sports staff  is predicting a return to that pattern 
this year. Despite the Seahawks’ 35-point victory last year, all 
of  us this year believe the margin of  victory will be no greater 
than 10, with some predicting a game coming down to the final 
seconds. 

ZACH KRAM, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
NEW ENGLAND 23, SEATTLE 13

In the Patriots’ five Super Bowl appearances in the 
Belichick-Brady era, only one game saw either team 
score more than 24 points. The Seahawks, meanwhile, 
relish squeaking out low-scoring battles against top 
teams. These trends point to a low-scoring game, and 
the Patriots’ ability to convert third downs (62 per-
cent this postseason, more than 10 points higher than 
the second-place Seahawks) will help them extend just 
enough drives to reach the red zone, where Gronk will 
Gronk. The Seahawks don’t have the receivers to chal-
lenge the Patriots’ secondary, and the hopes of  non-New 
Englanders everywhere will be deflated by the fourth 
quarter.

DEREK SHYR, ASSOCIATE EDITOR
SEATTLE 27, NEW ENGLAND 24

The old adage that “defense wins championships” will 
definitely apply to this game with the Legion of  Boom 
limiting Tom Brady. The last time Brady faced Richard 
Sherman and Co., he struggled in the second half, throw-
ing two picks and scoring only six points against Seattle’s 
defense. Seattle is faster, better and more experienced 
now, which means New England’s offense will struggle. 
While New England has an above-average defense, the 
Patriots will struggle to contain Russell Wilson. Yes, 
Seattle doesn’t have great receivers, but its run game with 
Marshawn “Beast Mode” Lynch at the helm is good 
enough to wear the Patriots’ defense down. At the end of  
the day, Brady’s legacy will be taken down another notch 

while the Seahawks become the first team in a decade to 
repeat as champs. 

NICK KAUZLARICH, SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR
SEATTLE 24, NEW ENGLAND 23

Yes, this is the same score as the last time these two 
teams faced off, when the Seahawks rallied from a 
13-point deficit in the fourth quarter to win in Seattle two 
seasons ago. This time around, Richard Sherman’s trash 
talking with Tom Brady will reach another level as he will 
interchange “U Mad Bro” with something witty about 
Brady’s legacy being deflated. Is this all wishful think-
ing? Maybe. But I believe that Russell Wilson, who is 10-0 
against Super Bowl-winning quarterbacks, will shake off  
his dismal performance in the NFC Championship game 
and lead a game-winning touchdown drive in the final 
minutes to seal another comeback victory. 

AARON BREZEL, SPORTS EDITOR
NEW ENGLAND 31, SEATTLE 24

As long as Tom Brady and Bill Belichick have each 
other, it’ll be hard to bet against the New England Patriots. 
When you reach the Super Bowl six times in 14 years, you 
are obviously doing something right. While the Seahawks 
might have the slight edge in overall talent, expect a 
scheming Belichick to take away every Seattle advantage. 
The Patriots’ bread and butter, the tight end game led by 
human semi-truck Rob Gronkowski, is also one of  the 
few weaknesses in the Seahawks’ vaunted defense. When 
these two teams met back in 2012, Gronkowski had a pro-
ductive six catches and 61 yards. With rings on the line, 
look for the Patriots’ star to be all over the field early and 
often.  

WEBER GAOWEN, STAFF WRITER
SEATTLE 31, NEW ENGLAND 26

Coming off  their impressive come-from-behind over-
time win against Green Bay, the Seattle Seahawks will 
continue their postseason success and outlast the Patriots 
in a close-fought game. Bill Belichick may be a defensive 
mastermind, but even he will have trouble solving the two-
pronged running game of  Marshawn Lynch and Russell 

Wilson, who’s also capable of  making every throw at the 
NFL level. The Patriots will be able to keep the game rela-
tively close with their trick plays and loose interpretations 
of  the rules, but the brute physicality of  Seattle’s second-
ary will rattle the Patriots’ wide receivers. Earl Thomas 
and Kam Chancellor can hit hard, causing the Patriots 
to continue their pattern of  dropping passes in the Super 
Bowl. 

 
ALBERT MO, STAFF WRITER
SEATTLE 24, NEW ENGLAND 20

Who does America even cheer for in this game? Has 
there been a Super Bowl with two less likable teams than 
the Patriots and the Seahawks? The NFL, in its drawn-out, 
inconclusive investigation, has managed to fill the media 
with this grating “Deflate-gate” drivel for the past two 
weeks. With all the accusations regarding the Patriots as 
cheaters and the usual Bill Belichick hate, we forget about 
Pete Carroll’s sanction-filled tenure at the University of  
Southern California and the Seahawks’ seemingly casual 
PED usage. Anyway, the game feels like a toss-up. I don’t 
want to get too caught up in Seattle’s five-turnover perfor-
mance against Green Bay or New England’s domination 
of  Indianapolis. I think Russell Wilson makes some plays 
and the defense carries the Seahawks to victory. 

 
DANNY SCHWARTZ, STAFF WRITER
SEATTLE 26, NEW ENGLAND 24

It’s been a miserable day for both media darling quarter-
backs. Nice guy Russell Wilson has continued his sloppy 
play, but he has ridden his Skittle-fueled monster truck 
of  a running back, Marshawn Lynch, to 23 points by the 
halfway point of  the fourth quarter. UGGs model Tom 
Brady has put up 17 points, but he has been equally inef-
fective. Again, the terrorizing Seattle defense makes a Hall 
of  Famer look bad in the Super Bowl. However, summon-
ing all of  his powers, Brady takes his deflated balls down 
the field for a surprising, lead-stealing Gronk smash. But 
wait, is there too much time left on the clock? A magi-
cal drive from Wilson follows, with a containment lapse 
allowing the QB to sprint for a giant chunk of  yards, set-
ting up a game-winning 45-yard field goal. 

SPORTS STAFF

Who will hoist the trophy?
Student Life staff predicts the Super Bowl

DEAN RUTZ | SEATTLE TIMES | TNS

JOHN WOIKE | HARTFORD COURANT | TNS
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One would think that 
the defending champion 
Seattle Seahawks, looking 
to become the first back-
to-back champions since 
the Patriots in 2003-04, 
would rule the headlines 
before this Sunday’s Super 
Bowl. Throw in a miracu-
lous comeback in the NFC 
Championship Game and 
a vocal leader such as cor-
nerback Richard Sherman, 
and it seems like a sure bet 
that Seattle would be in 
the spotlight. 

However, it is Tom 
Brady and the New 
England Patriots who 
are attracting most of  the 
media attention. It can’t 
be said that this is solely 
due to the oft-cited East 
Coast bias as Deflate-gate 
certainly has shifted the 
media’s attention even 
more toward the Patriots. 
Sunday’s game is also 
important to Brady’s leg-
acy, since the three-time 
Super Bowl winner hasn’t 
won it all in a decade. 

But what about 
Seahawks quarterback 
Russell Wilson? The 
quarterback who is now 
10-0 against Super Bowl-
winning quarterbacks 
and has orchestrated 15 
game-winning drives in 
just three seasons? Wilson 
is developing into an all-
time great right before our 
eyes, yet the media circus 
has primarily focused on 
Brady and how Deflate-
gate impacts his legacy. 

I’m not saying that the 
media has neglected the 
Seahawks by any means, 
as the Super Bowl always 
has plenty of  coverage. 
More than enough articles 
have been written about 
running back Marshawn 
Lynch avoiding the 
media’s questions and fac-
ing potential fines. During 

Super Bowl Media Day on 
Tuesday, Lynch responded 
to 29 different questions 
with some variation of  
“I’m here so I won’t get 
fined.” The press also had 
a field day when Sherman 
responded to a reporter’s 
question with “I don’t 
really answer preschool 
questions, so you improve 
your line of  questioning, 
and we’ll talk.” 

Still, this is a Seahawks 
team that is once again 
being overlooked by the 
national media, and, if  
last year was any indica-
tion, this is the time when 
the Seahawks soar the 
most. 

Last season, it was 
Peyton Manning and the 
Denver Broncos domi-
nating the headlines 
before the Super Bowl. 
Manning had one of  the 
best statistical seasons by 
a quarterback in NFL his-
tory as he tossed a record 
55 touchdown passes and 
threw for a record 5,477 
passing yards, so nobody 
was surprised when he 
was awarded his fifth 
MVP award. Manning 
was also looking to win 
his second Super Bowl 
title, which many believed 
would cement him as one 
of  the all-time greatest 
quarterbacks. 

But it was the Seahawks 
who commanded the 
headlines after the Super 
Bowl and their 43-8 
thrashing of  the Broncos. 
Seattle’s top-ranked 
defense snatched two 
interceptions, including 
one that was returned for 
a touchdown, against a 
puzzled and downtrod-
den Manning. Meanwhile, 
Wilson turned in an 
efficient offensive per-
formance to lead the 
Seahawks to a shockingly 
easy Super Bowl title. 

With another top-
ranked defense and a 

potent running game, 
the defending champions 
have used a similar recipe 
to reach another Super 
Bowl. Sherman has once 
again anchored a defense 
that allowed a league-low 
185.6 passing yards per 
game and only 15.9 points 
per game in the regu-
lar season. Offensively, 
Wilson rushed for 849 
rushing yards while Lynch 
“BeastModed” his way to 
1,306 rushing yards. 

At the beginning of  
the season, the Seahawks 
didn’t look like Super 
Bowl contenders in the 
slightest. Seattle limped 
out of  the gate to a 3-3 
record and appeared to 
have a post-Super Bowl 
hangover, but they pulled 
it together to finish with 
a 12-4 record and are cur-
rently on an eight-game 
winning streak. 

Granted, a hard-fought 
win over the barely aver-
age Carolina Panthers and 
an extraordinary come-
back victory against the 
Green Bay Packers won’t 
have impressed anyone. 
But the Seahawks have 
showed their intangibles 
during this playoff  run. 
They were lucky in their 
win over the Packers, but 
as Eli Manning and David 
Tyree of  the Giants have 
shown, luck must be on 
your side if  you hope to 
beat the Patriots in the 
Super Bowl. 

Of  course, I’m not sug-
gesting that the Seahawks 
will win by anywhere 
near as much as they 
did against the Broncos 
because the media has 
gravitated away from 
them and toward their 
opponent. After all, these 
are the Patriots, a team 
that has played in five 
Super Bowls decided by 
four points or fewer in the 
Brady era. Expect another 
classic this Sunday.

NICK KAUZLARICH
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

As a kid, one of  my 
favorite Super Bowl fea-
tures was the annual 
discussion of  which Super 
Bowl team fans of  the 
other 30 teams should 
support. In other words: 
sorry, Jaguars fans, your 
season ended weeks ago, 
so cheer for Team X in the 
championship.

The reasons could range 
from the obvious—hey Jets 
fans, you should probably 
root against the Patriots!—
to the inane—hey Lions 
fans, one of  the Seahawks’ 
assistant defensive coaches 
started six games for your 
2-14 squad in 2009, so 
you should cheer for his 
charges’ demise at Tom 
Brady’s hands.

In this year’s Super 
Bowl, of  course, the two 
teams are so generally 
loathed that it’s more a 
question of  which team to 
root against than which to 
pull for. For Rams fans, it 
might seem on first instinct 
to root against the division 
rival Seahawks, who have 
bested the Rams in the 
NFC West standings for 11 
consecutive years.

But on second thought, 
St. Louisans, the Patriots 
are the enemy this year; 
Boston teams have so 
battered their St. Louis 
counterparts in recent years 
that everyone in our area 
should be rooting against 
the Patriots come Sunday.

First, take St. Louis’ 
crown jewel of  a sports 
team, the Cardinals. 
Twice in the last decade, 
Boston squared off  against 
St. Louis in the World 
Series, and twice Boston 
emerged with the trophy. 
I was at Games 4 and 

5 in 2013—what could 
have been a Cardinals cel-
ebration instead became 
a Boston beatdown, with 
the Red Sox silencing the 
Busch Stadium crowd en 
route on consecutive nights 
to winning the series.

Go back a little fur-
ther and you’ll find that 
the Patriots stole a Super 
Bowl title from the Rams, 
effectively turning out 
the lights on the Greatest 
Show on Turf. After 
Adam Vinatieri’s game-
winner split the uprights, 
Kurt Warner never won 
another game with St. 

Louis—while the Patriots 
debuted their dynasty.

Or go back even fur-
ther, to the last time an 
NBA team graced the St. 
Louis hardwood. The St. 
Louis Hawks sported five 
future Hall of  Famers 
in 1957 and reached the 
NBA Finals without los-
ing a game in the early 
playoff  rounds. But that 
year’s Celtics squad had 
a whopping seven future 
Hall of  Famers, and Boston 
squeaked out a 125-123 
double-overtime victory 
in Game 7 for its first ever 
title. 

Three more times in the 
next four years the two 
basketball powers would 
square off, and the Celtics 
won twice more, includ-
ing 1961, the last time the 
Hawks would reach the 
Finals before leaving St. 
Louis for good. Boston, 
meanwhile, won 11 cham-
pionships in 13 years.

Or think about how even 
the Blues—a team that 
hasn’t made the Stanley 
Cup Finals, and therefore 
hasn’t even been able to 
play Boston in the play-
offs, for 45 years—were 
beaten by Boston. In the 

Blues’ finals run in 1970, 
the Bruins put a swift end 
to the upstart Blues, sweep-
ing the series. The pattern 
holds: the Blues haven’t 
retuned to the finals since.

What’s the point of  this 
history lesson? First, that 
St. Louis teams (save the 
Cardinals) haven’t given 
this city much to cheer 
about since, oh, the Nixon 
administration—in other 
words, since before append-
ing “-gate” to a word like, 
say, “deflate” was in vogue.

And second, that this 
city should become the 
13th Man in support of  

Seattle on Sunday. And 
that’s before even begin-
ning to consider how the 
Patriots probably spied on 
the Rams in their fateful 
Super Bowl win or how 
it would be great to think 
of  the Rams, who upset 
Seattle in October, as one 
of  the only teams to beat 
the Super Bowl champion 
this year.

So throw on that neon 
blue and green and snack 
on some Skittles. It’s time 
to repeat a mantra I wrote 
in this space before the 
2013 World Series: any-
body but Boston.

History says St. Louis fans should cheer against the Patriots
ZACH KRAM
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Seahawks thrive in the postseason while flying under the radar

KRISTYNA WENTZ-GRAFF | MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL | TNS

SAM RICHE | MCT



          drink &  dine
[weekly bar and restaurant guide]

Authentic Cajun • Seafood • Creole 
 PoBoys • Lunch Specials • Dinner Specials
Abita and Craft Brew on Draught

Game Day Hangout

CHECK OUT OUR MENU - RIVERBENDBAR.COM 

Brand New Location 2 blocks south of campus:
1059 S. Big Bend Blvd. 63117
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SCENE
Did you ever consider 

whether people actually buy 
anything from the strange 
assortment of offerings in 
the little catalog found in the 
smelly seatbacks of airplanes? 
This legendarily weird 
catalog, SkyMall, brought in 
$33.7 million in revenue in 
2013 and $15.8 million during 
the first nine months of 2014, 
according to the Wall Street 
Journal. 

There’s bad news for 
the catalog’s aficionados, 
however. The company 
that produces SkyMall, 
Xhibit Corp, filed for federal 
bankruptcy protection in 
Phoenix last week. It is likely 
that the catalog simply lost 
its niche, experiencing a fate 
similar to other catalogs and 

brick-and-mortar stores as 
cyber shopping has slowly but 
surely taken over. 

Xhibit Chief Financial 
Officer Scott Wiley told USA 
Today, “The substantial 
increase in the number of  
air carriers which provide 
Internet access, and the 
U.S. Federal Aviation 
Administration’s recent 
decision to allow the use of  
electronic devices during take 
off and landing, resulted in 
additional competition from 
e-commerce retailers and 
additional competition for the 
attention of passengers, all 
of which further negatively 
impacted SkyMall’s catalog 
sales.”

Even for those uninter-
ested in making a purchase, 
SkyMall has always been a 
primary source of entertain-
ment on flights because of  
its quirky, offbeat products, 
which are hard or impos-
sible to find anywhere else. 
With the slogan “25 years 

of cool stuff,” it’s hard to 
believe the company could 
actually achieve any real 
business, but nevertheless, its 
metaphorically and physically 
captive airplane audience has 
historically provided more 
than enough support to keep 
the publication going. 

But Delta and Southwest 
have already ended their 
contracts with the catalog. 
Even though SkyMall is 
unlikely to survive against an 
intensely competitive online 
retail arena, the company 
does have a website where 
you can find its entire weird 
selection: SkyMall.com. 
Although many of the prod-
ucts will soon be available on 
Amazon, we suggest purchas-
ing a few SkyMall signatures 
before the company is no 
more.
1. THE 3DOODLER PEN 3D 
DESIGNER ($99.99): For liter-
ally drawing and creating out 
of thin air. It’s like Play-Doh 
for architects.

2. THE LITTER ROBOT (STARTS 
AT $339.99): A self-cleaning 
litter box perfect for lazy cat 
lovers. The Litter Robot kind 
of looks like a MRI machine 
for cats.
3. THE DARTH VADER TOASTER 
($44.95): For those ready to 
fully commit to the Dark Side 
of the bread. Alternatively, 
there’s the Dog Breed Toaster, 
which allows you to burn the 
silhouette of a selected dog 
breed onto your bread.
4. THE IFETCH BALL LAUNCHER 
($99.99): To complete your 
repertoire of products with 
“i” in front of the name. It 
also finally ends that pesky 

activity known as “bonding 
with your puppy.”
5.THE BIGFOOT GARDEN YETI 
STATUE (STARTS AT $99.99): 
This one comes in several 
different sizes. For the casual 
Bigfoot enthusiast, start with 
the medium size. If you’re a 
devoted believer, spring for the 
life-size version for a paltry 
$2,250. Well, it will definitely 
scare away any intruders.

6. I’M RIGHT, I’M BOB T-SHIRT 
(STARTS AT $19.95): Part of  
SkyMall’s “Bob” T-shirt line. 
Perfect for people named Bob, 
I suppose, or for people who 
wish they were.
7. REPLICA OF THE OVAL OFFICE 
PRESIDENTS’ H.M.S. RESOLUTE 
DESK ($5,499): Perfect for 

former presidents longing 
for a familiar workstation 
(looking at you, George H.W. 
Bush). Also great if you’re 
looking for our nation’s dark-
est secrets (looking at you, 
Nicolas Cage).
8. SMITTENS ($34.99): Mittens 
for two. Finally a way to hold 
hands without all that pesky 
mitten fabric in between.
9. HOT DOG SCENTED MEN’S 
T-SHIRT ($28.00): Yeah, this will 
never get old or cause your 
loved ones to leave you.
10. THE ALPHA FUZION PERSONAL 
SAUNA SYSTEM ($15,995): If you 
enjoy emerging from an egg-
shaped tanning bed like a baby 
chicken, this one is for you. 
Okay, this actually sounds 
kind of legit, but it’s $16,000 
so maybe not.

Students across campus have 
been simultaneously intrigued 
and scared by the Green 
Monday initiative. The pledge 
asks students to eat vegetarian 
meals at least every Monday, 
in the interest of  promoting 
sustainability and reducing the 
University’s carbon footprint. 
Check out this list of  the best 
vegetarian meal alternatives 
from around campus and take 
the pledge without fear!
1. DANFORTH UNIVERSITY 
CENTER: One of the most 
common oppositions to 
Green Monday that I’ve 
heard is the fact that many 
students are obsessed with 
the sesame chicken in the 
DUC, which is only avail-
able on Mondays. Hearing 

this, I was shocked that so 
many students were unaware 
of the magical event that 
occurs just hours later, 
every Monday night. This 
revelation is, of  course, Mac 
and Cheese Monday. If  the 
obvious alliterative element 
isn’t enough, it will only take 
a few bites of  this creamy 
goodness to forever change 
your cause for Monday cel-
ebrations. Your carnivorous 
side might be tempted by 
the alluring bacon mac and 
cheese, but stick to the broc-
coli version. Even if  you’re 
a sworn veggie-hater, this is 
the ideal meal for getting in a 
hidden serving of greens.
2. BEAR’S DEN: Give tofu a 
chance! One of nature’s 
most versatile and unaltered 
foods has always gotten a 
bad rap: despite being made 

from soy, it’s viewed by 
many as an overly processed 
and unwelcome meat substi-
tute. But tofu can stand on its 
own nutritional merit¬¬—
it’s both low in calories and 
high in protein. As someone 
who loves to force my own 
food preferences on others, it 
always entertains me when 
people claim they’re afraid 
to try tofu—my reason being 
that on a scale from bland 
to flavorful, tofu would fall 
somewhere between plain 
animal crackers and Quaker 
rice cakes. It’s essentially 
harmless. If  it helps, tofu 
stir-fries are made separately 
and thus quicker than others, 
giving you no excuse to not 
try it out.
3. SUBWAY: Honestly, find-
ing a quality salad on the 
Danforth campus can be a 

struggle. Paws & Go’s sad 
excuse for a salad bar is 
perpetually wet-looking (if  
you’ve ever seen it up close, 
you know what I mean; 
the toppings are covered 
in their own juices) and I 
nearly vomited the last time 
I ate a prepackaged salad in 
Whispers. I will go to my 
grave singing the praises 
of  a DUC lettuce-based 
taco salad, but another, 
less-common option is the 
chopped salad in Subway. 
Simply put, these bowls of  
pure health can pack the 
nutritional punch of multiple 
meals depending on what 
you choose to put inside. 
Something that has always 
endeared me to chopped 
salads is that with the mixed-
in toppings, they’re infinitely 
more interesting than simple 

iceberg lettuce. Digging in, 
you’ll get a unique mixture 
of flavors on every forkful. 
Once you find your perfect 
balance, feel free to call these 
creations Crushed Red Lite.
4. CHERRY TREE CAFE: 
Although this Bear’s Den 
neighbor is known for its 
wide variety of lunch meats, 
its vegetarian options are 
both tasty and sustainable. 
Instead of eating the same 
prepackaged ham that you 
used to bring to kindergarten 
in your “Dora the Explorer” 
lunch box, go gourmet and 
try out the zesty caprese. 
You’ll love the way the fresh 
mozzarella balances with 
the pesto sauce. For an even 
healthier update, order it 
open-faced or on wheat 
bread. 
5. PAWS & GO: With plentiful 

sample cups, the soup sec-
tion is what usually draws 
the eye of South 40 dwell-
ers entering Paws & Go on 
the hunt for a savory snack. 
Unbeknownst to many, 
however, is that the vegeta-
ble-laden broth of chicken 
noodle soup often packs a 
lot of  calories. Luckily, the 
return from winter break 
brought one of the tastiest, 
kind-of-healthy snacks to 
Paws. There’s nothing quite 
like the contrast between 
a crispy, salty pretzel and 
earthy, creamy hummus for 
some guilty pleasure eating 
that won’t load you down 
for the rest of  the day. Best 
of  all, these easily portable 
snacks can be subtly hidden 
behind a laptop for those 
rampant mid-class snack 
cravings.

ERICA SLOAN
STAFF WRITER

KIMBERLY HENRICKSON
STAFF WRITER

Eat this, not that! Green Monday edition
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Once an article is 
published on studlife.
com, it will remain there 
permanently. We do 
not remove articles or 
authors’ names from the 
site unless an agreement 
was reached prior to July 
1, 2005.

We welcome letters 
to the editor and 
op-ed submissions 
from our readers. 
Submissions may 
be sent to letters@
studlife.com and 
must include the 
writer’s name, class 
and phone number 
for verification. 

Letters should be 
no longer than 350 
words in length, 
and readers may 
also submit longer 
op-eds of up to 750 
words. We reserve 
the right to print 
any submission as a 
letter or op-ed.
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Editor-in-Chief: Zach Kram
Associate Editor: Derek Shyr
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Unfeasible to expect implementation of all Students in 
Solidarity demands, but starting point is commendable 

L
ast Friday 
afternoon, the 
Washington 
University 

subset of  STL Students 
in Solidarity delivered a 
series of  demands to senior 
administrators regarding 
issues of  racial diversity 
and equity on campus and 
the University’s role in the 
St. Louis community. Forty 
students accompanied the 
four undergraduates who 
met with Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton, Provost Holden 
Thorp and Associate Vice 
Chancellor for Students 
Rob Wild. 

The demands—together 
with their optimistic recep-
tion by the administration 
during the meeting—largely 
reflected positive and 

necessary changes that 
should be put into place 
quickly on campus. The 
eight-page document is 
impressive in its detail and 
research, including a fore-
word on similar demands 
issued in 1968 after three 
University police officers 
assaulted a black student. 

The demands to improve 
the University’s Bias 
Report and Support System 
and implement a commit-
tee trained in restorative 
justice methods is laudable. 
Despite the publicity of  
the now-concluded Mosaic 
Project, the BRSS remains 
under-publicized and in 
many cases unknown by 
the student body. 

But it is equally impor-
tant if  such a system exists 

that coherent methods of  
addressing bias on campus 
accompany it. A commit-
tee trained in restorative 
justice would ideally build 
trust and strength in the 
community by providing 
the necessary support to 
victims. And instead of  
being overly punitive, the 
system would hopefully 
provide training for offend-
ers to rejoin the community 
with a higher sense of  
awareness. 

Another admirable ambi-
tion of  the students is the 
effort to create an academic 
requirement regarding the 
“social, political, economic, 
and historical landscape of  
St. Louis.” The aloofness 
of  Wash. U. students from 
the St. Louis community 

and issues facing it is well-
known, and three credits is 
not too much to ask toward 
bridging the divide. 

The obstacle on this 
issue is not having the class 
end up like Writing I, a 
freshman requirement that 
students easily disregard 
and treat as a fruitless 
annoyance. Student activist 
and senior Reuben Riggs 
acknowledged precisely this 
concern to a Student Life 
reporter covering the meet-
ing with administrators, 
but it may be an unavoid-
able problem. Students, 
administrators and faculty 
must commit substantial 
work to making any kind of  
required course productive. 

Some items on the list 
will be equally difficult to 

implement or are unfea-
sible altogether, however. 
For instance, the demand 
for at least 10 percent 
each of  black and Latino 
student populations raises 
the highly controversial 
issue of  quotas, and the 
University probably cannot 
take such an approach. 
However, the core objec-
tive to improve diversity 
of  the student body can 
be accomplished through 
more recruiting efforts in 
communities where these 
populations are highly 
represented. 

The trickiest challenge 
may be navigating Wash. 
U.’s role in the St. Louis 
community. The demands 
call for a commitment to 
University development 

projects that improve 
affordable housing options 
and supporting the creation 
of  a Civilian Oversight 
Board for police. Such 
issues are fraught with 
political pratfalls. 

Still, the meeting 
between students and 
administrators represented 
a meaningful moment of  
dialogue. Due to the impos-
sibility of  implementing 
all demands, community 
members invested in the 
efforts should prioritize the 
most important points and 
work toward gaining wider 
backing in the University 
community. After all, most 
of  the goals will not suc-
ceed without the broader 
buy-in of  students and 
faculty.

D
uring the Lee/
Beaumont 
Residential 
College hous-

ing information dinner, a 
student very pointedly asked 
why Lee/Beau was being 
given priority to the Village, 
one of the most expensive 
on-campus housing options, 
when many students choose 
traditional housing in the first 
place for the cost advan-
tage. The Residential Life 
representative answered that 
Washington University can-
not take into consideration 
student financials when it 
comes to housing. 

In a socioeconomic 
climate where affluent is 
the norm and scraping by is 
rarely seen, many students 
can take a casual approach 
to their finances, which is 
perfectly acceptable. If you 

have the resources and the 
ability to use them, by all 
means, go ahead. However, 
the University’s indifference 
to students with greater need 
is unacceptable. Purposely 
ignoring legitimate student 
concerns in favor of a hor-
ribly inefficient residential 
college system is an egregious 
offense.

Last week’s announce-
ment of Wash. U.’s decision 
to accept more Pell Grant-
eligible students was a huge 
step for the University, but 
we are still leagues behind 
comparable institutions. The 
University expects that we 
will reach the current average 
of Pell Grant-eligible students 
among comparable institu-
tions by the year 2020. So 
in other words, if nothing 
changes for the next five 
years, we will be average at 
best. 

Putting aside the financial 
culture as a whole, Wash. 

U. has the ability to at least 
alleviate some of the socio-
economic problems, starting 
with housing. The residential 
college system is outdated. 
As the University increases 
its freshman class with each 
passing year, we no longer 
have the space to maintain a 
working system. 

Sophomore dorms are 
being converted into fresh-
man dorms, more and more 
sophomores are being forced 
off campus and Rubelmann 
House still stands three years 
later. The University contin-
ues to expand without regard 
for the effect such expansion 
will have on its students.

According to Director of  
Housing Operations Tim 
Lempfert, approximately 250 
sophomores will live in either 
Village or Lopata House 
next year, which is about 15 
percent of the class. Because 
Lee/Beau lacks a correspond-
ing sophomore house on the 

South 40, its residents have 
been scapegoated for the 
move. 

The cost of a single in a 
traditional dorm on the 40 is 
$10,466, whereas a single in 
the Village is $11,544. While 
both options are increases 
over the $9,222 of a tradi-
tional double in Lee/Beau, 
a $1,244 price difference is 
easier to swallow than $2,322.

When asked why no other 
options were presented to 
the students, the ResLife 
representative at the infor-
mational dinner rebuffed the 
question by saying that Lee/
Beau residents have prefer-
ence for Shanedling House. 
Yet Shanedling contains only 
15 suites, and Dauten and 
Rutledge Houses also have 
preference for that dorm. For 
all practical purposes, if Lee/
Beau students want to live on 
the 40 next year, they must 
play the general lottery.

The issue here is much 

more than just students 
complaining of a longer walk, 
and it’s more than spoiled 
kids griping about paying a 
little more money. There are 
countless students on this 
campus who do not qualify 
for the full aid needed for 
them to attend Wash. U. The 
ability for many Wash. U. 
families to cut costs whenever 
possible is not only common 
courtesy but also critically 
necessary for many. For 
ResLife and the University 
as a whole to disregard 
financials when it comes to 
housing is disturbing.

But the housing problem 
is a much simpler fix than 
Wash. U. will admit. First of  
all, eliminating the residential 
college system and having 
everyone participate in a 
general lottery allows all 
students a fair chance to live 
where they can afford. While 
this wouldn’t alleviate all the 
problems that housing causes, 

it would be a step toward 
fixing the debacle the housing 
process has become. 

Secondly, creating a pre-
general lottery application 
for students to petition the 
University would ensure that 
no one is damaged by the sys-
tem. A simple essay detailing 
family circumstances should 
be proof enough of demon-
strated need without reams 
of financial statements being 
required. 

Would this be a perfect 
system? Absolutely not, but 
I’m just brainstorming ideas. 
At a university as esteemed 
as ours, there are certainly 
brighter minds that can 
propose a workable housing 
system. But is my system bet-
ter than the one currently in 
place? That’s what this com-
munity needs to ask itself, as 
Wash. U. keeps expanding 
and housing becomes more 
and more strained with each 
passing year.  

WESLEY JENKINS
STAFF COLUMNIST

Dear administration and ResLife: Alleviate 
the economic challenges of housing 

O
ccasionally 
my newsfeed 
becomes clut-
tered with 

politically charged bull from 
both sides of the spectrum, 
with more saturation from 
the right wing (such is the 
consequence of befriending 
well-meaning relatives on 
Facebook). Which is fine, I 
mean, it’s a free country, and 
you’re free to express what 
you want to express through 
whatever venue you choose 
as long as you’re not harming 
other people. 

But it’s not so fine when 
you fail to recognize your 
group’s inherent privilege and, 
by loudly complaining about 
claims of mass persecution, 
you stamp all over groups 
that are actually persecuted 
and silenced by your over-
whelmingly loud and whiny 

majority. Yes, I am talking 
about the Christian Right. 

Despite harboring some of  
the loudest political (appar-
ently the church is a political 
entity now?) figureheads in 
America, the Christian Right’s 
sanctified voices can often be 
heard shouting about the sys-
temic silencing of its beliefs. 

Speaking as a white 
American woman who grew 
up in a Christian household, 
went to church at least once a 
week, etc.: No. Stop, please. Is 
it hard to be a Christian in Iran 
or North Korea or wherever 
else? Yes. Is it hard to be a 
Christian in the United States, 
a nation founded on (at least 
sort of) Christian ideals and 
concepts of expressive and 
religious freedom? No. 

Specifically, there’s this issue 
people have with separating 
church and state, especially in 
schools. The overwhelmingly 
loud wailings of the Christian 
Right continue as parents 

freak out over the pagans 
of the public school system 
teaching evolution over bibli-
cal creationism, or the absence 
of prayer in public schools, or 
the presence of sexual educa-
tion that may cover more 
than “sex is bad and sinful 
and all genitals are covered 
in barbed wire until they 
miraculously shed all danger 
post-heterosexual-matrimony.”

Let me present a hypotheti-
cal scenario to you: The year is 
3146. All the history textbooks 
accept that President Barack 
Obama was actually a Muslim 
terrorist born in Kenya, and it 
is literally illegal for teachers to 
wish their students anything 
but “Merry Christmas” dur-
ing the month of December 
because it is literally illegal to 
celebrate any holidays that 
aren’t Christian. Evolution is 
only ever mentioned in history 
textbooks and even then only 
as a condescending nod to that 
idiot Darwin who actually 

thought natural selection 
wasn’t stupid. Science text-
books don’t exist—every kid 
is just required to purchase a 
copy of the Christian Bible in 
a specific translation depend-
ing on state laws or whatever. 
Sex ed is strictly abstinence-
only. Actually, scratch that. 
Nobody even has sex. Babies 
come from test tubes. 

“But Sarah,” you say, 
“that sounds like a dystopian 
nightmare. I don’t want that. 
I just want schools to stop 
threatening the biblical values 
I attempt to instill in my kids 
on a daily basis! I just want to 
exercise my religious freedom 
to the fullest extent!” Well, 
that’s fair. 

Here’s another scenario: 
The year is 3146. Your kid 
comes home from school. 
“What did you learn in sci-
ence today, little Timmy?” 
you ask. To your pleasure, 
Little Timmy begins to retell 
the story from Genesis, about 

how God created the world in 
seven days in a very specific 
order. But then Little Timmy 
begins to tell you 50 million 
other religious creation stories, 
all connected by confusingly 
similar threads with only slight 
variations that both you and 
Little Timmy struggle to keep 
straight. You are horrified. 
You ask Little Timmy which 
one is right. He says he doesn’t 
know because the teachers 
aren’t allowed to tell him what 
to believe—they have to give 
equal attention to every cre-
ation story from every single 
religion. Why? So as not to 
religiously discriminate. 

Religious freedom 
applies to all religions, not 
just Christianity. Insisting 
on selective religious 
tolerance throughout 
America—specifically, 
Christian tolerance—is 
actually attempting to 
silence and prevent the 
expression of  other 

religions and belief  sys-
tems, which threatens the 
very concept of  religious 
freedom at its core. 

You shouldn’t want the 
government to mix with 
your belief  system because 
when that happens, you’re 
canceling out the very 
constitutional clause that 
allows you to get on Fox 
News and lament the 
secularization of  America 
in the first place. When 
politics and religion mix, 
you get Iran. You get 
Syria. And, for an example 
that may be more relevant 
to the very loud (but appar-
ently also meek?) Christian 
conservative voices out 
there, you get the politi-
cal and religious climate 
of  17th-century England, 
which is why the descen-
dants of  your revered, 
sort-of-Christian founding 
fathers came here in the 
first place.

No, America is not persecuting Christians
SARAH HANDS
STAFF WRITER
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“How to Get Away with 
Murder,” Shonda Rimes’ 
freshman drama, returns 
tonight for the second half of  
its season. Here’s an easy guide 
to understanding the complex 
plot so that you can save your 
binge-catching-up for the 
weekend and watch without 
confusion!

CharaCters: 
The Boss: Annelise Keating, 
law professor of eponymous 
course and leader of the pack
Her helpers: Bonnie and Frank 
Students: Wes, Laurel, Kayla, 
Asher and Connor
Clients: Rebecca, charged with 
murdering Lila Stangard
Deceased: Lila Stangard (prior 
to pilot), Sam Keating (mid-
season finale)
Plot: When a whodunit 
turns into a now-who-did-it-

this-time thriller, all bets are 
thrown out the window. Just 
when Lila Stangard’s murder 
seems to have been solved, her 
former lover and presumed 
killer Sam Keating is killed 
by his wife’s favorite students, 
law professor Annelise 
Keating. The law students’ 
secrets become intertwined 
during a nightmarish night 
that begins with the fatal blow 
of a golden trophy to the 
back of Sam’s neck and ends 
with the group depositing his 
wrapped and maimed body in 
a dumpster. And in a surprise 
twist, viewers learned that the 
supposedly grieving Annelise 
doesn’t actually believe that 
her husband fled out of fear of  
conviction—in fact, she’s not 
sorry that he’s dead at all. 

romantiC entanglements: 
During the mid-season 
finale, Annelise rekindled her 
relationship with her ex-lover, 
a former detective who had 

been trying to convict Sam. 
However, her motives-whether 
she was there looking for love 
or an alibi-remain unclear. 
Recently fired pseudo-teacher 
Bonnie slept with Asher, the 
only member of Annelise’s 
troupe of students who was 
lucky enough to not become 
embroiled in the murder 
cover up and remains in the 
dark about everything that 
happened that night. Wes 
and Rebecca’s happiness 
will surely be affected due 
to Wes having delivered the 
fatal blow in order to save 
Rebecca from being strangled 
by Sam. Laurel and Frank are 
boring and Connor told his 
ex-boyfriend that he’s a drug 
addict in order to cover up his 
strange behavior. 

shoCk faCtor: For a while, 
it seemed like every episode 
of “How to Get Away with 
Murder” brought another 
surprising scene to the table, 

the most striking of which 
being a cut-between of a 
sex scene between Wes and 
Rebecca and the exhumation 
of Lila’s corpse in Episode 
7.  If you’re understandably 
disturbed by the sight of a 
stitched body being slowly 
cut open, be on your guard 
for more grisly scenes in the 
second half of the season. 

Look forward to: There are 
so many questions now! Did 
Sam actually kill Lila, and if  
so, how will this be proven 
now that he’s dead? Will the 
students escape suspicion, 
especially when the trophy 
that killed Sam is hiding in 
plain sight in Annelise’s home? 
My prediction is that the show 
will soon take a “Pretty Little 
Liars” –esque turn and the 
students will find themselves 
controlled by someone on 
the outside who knows 
everything. Watch Thursday 
at 10/9 C. 

From their humble 
beginnings of practicing in 
a tiny apartment along the 
beaches of Long Beach, 
Calif., the Cold War Kids 
have the modest upbringing 
you’d expect of an originally 
obscure indie rock band. Yet 
since its startup in 2004, the 
band has experienced an 
explosion of popularity and 
fandom, allowing it to travel 
the world touring and even 
make its way to St. Louis this 
Thursday, Jan. 29. Despite its 
rise to success, the band has 
not lost its love for the humble 
and intimate atmosphere; 
however, as its scheduled 
performance will take place 
at the small downtown St. 
Louis venue The Ready 
Room, just a short taxi ride 
away from campus—so not 
having a car isn’t an excuse to 
miss this. After the first week 
of labs and the finalization of  
class schedules, why not take 
a break and appreciate the 
music that has touched stages 
and music festivals across the 
nation from just a few feet 
away? You’ll practically feel 
like you’re part of the show. 

Among the members of  
the Cold War Kids, Nathan 
Willett on the vocals, Dann 
Gallucci and Matt Maust 
on the guitar, Joe Plummer 
on the drums, and Matthew 
Schwartz on the piano 
combine to bring together 
their instrumental talents and 

create a unique alternative 
and idiosyncratic material 
which has gained them four 
separate deals with record 
labels and invitations to per-
form at the North American 
Music Festivals Coachella 
and Bonnaroo. After their 
debut album named after 
their hometown restaurant, 
Mulberry, gained popular-
ity in 2004, Cold War Kids 
went on to release the albums 
“Robbers and Cowards,” 
“Loyalty to Loyalty,” “Behave 
Yourself,” “Mine is Yours,” 
“Dear Miss Lonely Hearts” 
and their most recent debut of  
“Hold my Home” in October 
2014. Influenced by the music 
of Bob Dylan, Billie Holiday, 
Jeff Buckley and The Velvet 
Underground, Cold War Kids 
combine rock and alternative 
music together in order to 
create a unique blend that will 
fill your evening with varying 
moments of wild expression 
and soothing serenity, with 
just the perfect amount of  
indie coolness to offset the 
irresistibly of their catchy pop 
influences. 

With tickets available 
online at the www.theready-
room.com for $22 or at the 
door of the venue, you can’t 
afford to miss it. So go that 
“Miracle Mile” and make the 
trip to The Ready Room this 
Thursday at 8 p.m. to end the 
week on a high note and get 
your energy hyped up for the 
weekend (why not enjoy the 
time right before midterms 
overwhelm us all?).

Cold War Kids up close
GREER RUSSELL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

kimbERLy hEnRickSon
mOvIEs EdITOR

'How to Get AwAy witH Murder'
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PARTICIPATING SCHOLARS, 
STUDENTS, AND LEADERSHIP: 
Shyam Akula

Amee Azad  
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LaTanya N. Buck, PhD
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Adrienne D. Davis, JD

Gerald Early, PhD 

Victoria J. Fraser, MD

Linling Gao-Miles, PhD

Christian Gordon

Mahendra R. Gupta, PhD

Bob Hansman
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Sonia Song-Ha Lee, PhD
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Carrie Pettus-Davis, PhD
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Will Ross, MD

Larry J. Shapiro, MD

Adina Sterling, PhD

Robert W. Sussman, PhD

Vetta L. Sanders Thompson, PhD 

Holden Thorp, PhD

Rebecca Wanzo, PhD  

Denise Ward-Brown 

Henry S. Webber

Richard K. Wilson, PhD

Rose Windmiller

Mark S. Wrighton, PhD

Thursday, February 5, 2015
 
Connor Auditorium, Farrell Learning and Teaching Center
Medical Campus

5 p.m. Introduction
 Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton
 Executive Vice Chancellor and Dean Larry J. Shapiro, School of Medicine

5:30 p.m. Tales to Astonish: Why Race Matters and Why It Shouldn’t 
 Special Guest: Professor Gerald Early
 Merle Kling Professor of Modern Letters, Professor of English, and 
 Director, African & African-American Studies 

 Panel Discussion and Q&A
 Session Leader: Victoria J. Fraser, MD, Chair, Department of Medicine 
  
6:30 p.m. Reception 

Friday, February 6, 2015
 
Emerson Auditorium and Frick Forum, Knight Hall
Danforth Campus
   
8 a.m. Continental Breakfast and Introduction 
 Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton
 Provost Holden Thorp

9 a.m.–  The Social Construction of Race & Ethnicity
10:30 a.m. Session Leader: Vice Provost Adrienne D. Davis

 Open Forum

10:45 a.m.–  Race & Ethnicity in Everyday Life
12:15 p.m. Session Leader: Professor Vetta L. Sanders Thompson  

 Open Forum

12:30 p.m.– Lunch and Morning Wrap-up Comments
1:30 p.m. Dean Mahendra R. Gupta, Olin Business School

2 p.m.– Moving Beyond Stereotypes
3:30 p.m. Session Leader: Professor Kimberly J. Norwood

 Open Forum
    
3:45 p.m.– The Future and Our University Community
5:15 p.m. Session Leader: Provost Holden Thorp

 Open Forum

Closing Remarks Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton 

6:30 p.m. Pre-show Discussion and Black Anthology    
 performance of “The Six”
 Tickets available at blackanthology.wordpress.com

Let us know if you will attend by registering at voices.wustl.edu. 
Anyone can engage remotely via online streaming.

JOIN US...for a series of panel conversations and 
open forums as we explore critical issues facing our 
university community. 
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