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As part of  the Social Justice 
Center’s monthly Java & Justice 
event, Thursday’s discussion 
focused on Islamophobia, free-
dom of  speech and problematic 
media portrayals in recent 
weeks.

The topics were chosen in 
response to the recent Charlie 
Hebdo attack in Paris, the 
NAACP bombing in Colorado 
and the ongoing violence in 
Nigeria, along with social media 
efforts such as the “Je suis 
Charlie” movement in Paris and 
Australia’s “I’ll Ride With You” 
hashtag campaign to promote 
Muslim acceptance.

Nearly 30 students attended 
the discussion, which began 
with an introduction by SJC 
Programming Chair and sopho-
more Nina Stoller. According to 

Stoller, one of  the central goals 
of  this discussion in particular 
was to offer greater diversity in 
opinion.

“It’s important to challenge 
ourselves to hear opinions that 
are new or unpopular,” Stoller 
said. “Always when these discus-
sions happen, it kind of  is slow 
to build and I really felt like par-
ticipation increased with time. 
I think people became more 
comfortable with expressing 
unpopular opinions.”

Sophomore and External 
Communication Chair Nooreen 
Moosa helped co-facilitate the 
discussion. Despite the small 
percentage of  Muslim students 
on campus, Moosa, who is a 
Muslim, was happy with the 
turnout.

“I’m really glad there were a 
lot of  Muslim students here to 

Students negotiate with administration on racial inequality

A small group of students march toward Brookings Hall on Friday. The silent walk preceded a meeting of four student activists and Washington University leaders about ways to improve racial equality on campus.

STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE

Forty students marched silently 
from the Danforth University Center 
to Brookings Hall on Friday after-
noon in support of the delivery of  
STL Students in Solidarity’s list of  
demands for the administration to 
improve racial equity on campus.

Sparked by the recent racially 
charged deaths of Michael Brown 
and Eric Garner, student activist 

group STL Students in Solidarity 
created a list of demands to improve 
Washington University’s policies 
and actions regarding racial and 
economic inequality on campus and 
in the St. Louis community. Seniors 
Reuben Riggs, Jacqui Germain and 
Jonathan Karp and junior Karisa 
Tavassoli negotiated with Chancellor 
Mark Wrighton, Provost Holden 
Thorp and Rob Wild, associate vice 
chancellor for students, explaining the 
reasoning behind each of their points 

for an hour and a half.
The demands identified three 

areas of focus for the administration 
to modify: improving the experi-
ence of people of color on campus, 
developing a culturally conscientious 
campus population and repairing 
the University’s relationship with 
the St. Louis community. While stu-
dents and the administration did not 
come to any official agreement from 
the conversation, both sides were 
optimistic about future discussions. 

Negotiations will resume in two 
weeks after the administrations pro-
cesses through the plausibility of each 
demand.  

“[The administrators] went 
through the demands, making sure 
they understood what we were ask-
ing them,” Germain said. “We kind 
of went back and forth a little bit and 
kind of pushed each other on several 
points.”

 “[STL Students in Solidarity] had 
a very well thought-through list, and 

it was one of the best-researched and 
presented lists that I’ve ever seen in 
meeting with such groups,” Thorp 
said. “The meeting was very collabor-
ative. There were a number of things 
that were good ideas, but we need to 
think about how much we can do [as 
a University].”

Students and the administra-
tion agreed on certain issues, which 
included improving the Bias Report 

DEREK SHYR
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SEE DEMANDS, PAGE 2

STARRY LUNAR NIGHT

Fireworks light up the night sky above Mudd Field on Saturday night. The display came as part of the Lunar New Year 
Festival celebration, which will continue on campus next weekend with the annual performance of University students.

GRACE LEE | STUDENT LIFE

Women’s basketball suffers season’s first loss in clash of top-10 teams

In a conference battle between 
two teams ranked in the top 10, 
No. 3 Washington University fell 
from the ranks of  the unbeaten 
with a 64-58 road loss against No. 
7 New York University on Friday. 
But Wash. U. turned things around 
on Sunday, erasing a 12-point 
halftime deficit against Brandeis 
University to salvage a split of  
the road trip and improve to 15-1 

overall and 4-1 in the University 
Athletic Association. 

In front of  a rowdy home crowd 
on Friday night, the Violets used 
a stingy defense to hold the Bears 
to their worst shooting numbers 
of  the season. Wash. U. shot a 
season-low 33.3 percent from the 
field and hit just 6-of-24 shots 
from three-point range. The Bears 
also struggled to get to the char-
ity stripe, making 10 of  only 14 
free-throw attempts compared to 
the Violets converting 21 of  29 

attempts.
NYU led for most of  the game, 

and the Violets hit four of  their first 
five shots from the field to take an 
early 10-7 lead. Both teams traded 
points until a layup by senior for-
ward Melissa Gilkey put Wash. 
U. up 19-18 with 9:41 to go in the 
first half. However, NYU found its 
rhythm and rattled off  10 straight 
points to seize a 28-19 lead. The 
Violets maintained their lead and 
headed into the half  with a 41-31 
advantage.

When play resumed, the Bears 
and Violets traded 5-0 runs to 
make it 48-38 with 15:29 remain-
ing. After pulling within 52-50, the 
Bears were held without a point 
for nearly 3 1/2 minutes as NYU 
maintained a 56-50 lead. 

Senior guard Alyssa Johanson 
hit three free throws to end the 
scoring drought and trim the lead 
down to three points with 2:37 to 
go, but NYU responded with an 
8-3 run to put the Violets up 61-55 
with 49 seconds left. A three by 

Gilkey cut the deficit to three, but 
NYU converted an acrobatic layup 
to ice the game and hand the Bears 
their first loss.

Johanson chipped in a team-
high 16 points in the game, but 
Gilkey, who leads the team with 
a 19.2 points per game average, 
scored just seven points on 3-of-
14 shooting. The Bears were 
out-rebounded, 39-38, for just the 
second time this season.

SEE WOMEN, PAGE 6

ALBERT MO
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

SJC talks Islamophobia, 
‘Je suis Charlie’ campaign
KATIE MARCUS
NEWS EDITOR

SEE CHARLIE, PAGE 3
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and Support System, encour-
aging alumni to invest in 
social-justice-oriented pro-
grams and widening the 
pipeline to higher education 
for local students who are 
attending under-resourced col-
lege prep programs. Tavassoli 
and Germain were not sur-
prised by the University’s 
quick agreement to some of  
their demands because they 
required only minor adjust-
ments to the current system.  

“They seemed excited about 
things that were already in 
place when asked for expan-
sion,” Tavassoli said. “When 
we asked for more of an effort 
to reach out to St. Louis high 
school students, they were very 
receptive to that since the infra-
structure was already in place. 
But the administration seemed 
more hesitant about more 
politicized, complex demands, 
which is understandable.”

One of the complex 
demands on which the admin-
istration was hesitant was the 
creation of required courses 
related to diversity and social 

awareness. The demands pro-
posed a revised curriculum 
that would be more substan-
tive in focusing on diversity 
along with the social, political, 
economic and racial realities 
of St. Louis.

“We have a big fear that the 
courses will become some-
thing like Writing I where 
everybody takes it but no one 
takes it seriously,” Riggs said. 
“We are very wary of the cur-
riculum falling into that trap. 
Right now, we’re trying to cre-
ate more engaged systems that 
recognize the issues that are 
going on in the world to get 
students out of the Wash. U. 
bubble.”

The administration also 
hesitated on taking a stand 
with the Quality Policing 
Initiative, an organization that 
supports black struggles and 
discrimination, and agree-
ing to the demand to increase 
the black and Latino student 
populations at Washington 
University to 10 percent each 
of the undergraduate student 
body. According to Thorp, 

some of what the students 
requested would be difficult to 
accomplish quickly, but he said 
the administration would take 
each demand seriously and 
give honest responses on the 
steps that the University can 
take moving forward. 

“[In two weeks], we’re 
going to go back to them and 
tell them what we could do 
and what we couldn’t do,” 
Thorp said. “We’re going to 
do the best we can to demon-
strate that we’ve listened and 
do as much as we can of the 
things that they’ve requested. 
It’ll be up to [STL Students in 
Solidarity] about how we did.” 

In the meantime, STL 
Students in Solidarity plans 
on building a campaign on 
campus to raise awareness 
among Wash. U. students. 
According to Tavassoli, the 
group may ask individual 
students and alumni to sign 
their name onto the list of  
demands in order to show 
administrators that the stu-
dent body cares about the 
issues.

MONDAY 26
CBAC—Seminar Series
Whitaker hall room 218, 4:30 p.m.
Mark Anderson of Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine is giving a lecture titled “A 
Metabolic Mechanism for Cardiac Pacemaking” 
as part of the Cardiac Bioelectricity and 
Arrhythmia Center’s seminar series.

Ruth and Norman Moore Visiting Professor 
Lecture: Javier Maroto
Steinberg Auditorium, 6:30 p.m.
Javier Maroto, the Ruth and Norman Moore 
Visiting Professor of Architecture, will deliver a 
talk titled Living Better Than Inhabiting as part 
of the Sam Fox School Public Lecture Series. 
Maroto’s lecture will focus on the construction 
of a paradox between living and inhabiting.

TUESDAY 27
Blood Drive—Community Service Office
Various Locations
Blood Drives—sponsored in partnership with 
American Red Cross and Mississippi Valley 
Regional Blood Center—take place at 7-10 
locations across all Washington University in 
St. Louis campuses.

Tuesday Tea @ 3
Danforth University Center, Tisch Commons, 3 
p.m.
Free treats and hot tea will be served from 3-5 
p.m,, featuring a student organization every 
week.

WEDNESDAY 28
“Can I Be Catholic and Disagree with the 
Church?”
Catholic Student Center, 7 p.m.
In-depth discussion led by Fr. Gary. Open to 
everyone regardless of where they are on 
their faith journey. Attendees are free to bring 
questions to ask Fr. Gary.

Hot Chocolate Bar
Village House Lobby, 8 p.m.
The North Side Association is offering a hot 
chocolate bar to returning students to celebrate 
the new semester.

January 21
Drug Violation—Police received complaint 
for smell of marijuana in Liggett Dorm, 
subject arrested.
Disposition: Pending application of warrants.

January 23
Public urination—Intoxicated student 
urinated in Bear’s Den at 3:31 a.m.
Disposition: Student referred to Judicial 
Administrator

POLICE
BEAT

WUSTL biology professor featured in Bill 
Gates-sponsored online history initiative

DEMANDS FROM PAGE 1

Chancellor Mark Wrighton greets students at Brookings Hall on Friday. Wrighton, Provost Holden Thorp and Associate Vice Chancellor for 
Students Rob Wild met with four STL Students in Solidarity leaders for an hour and a half about the latter group’s demands of the administration.

The Big History Project, 
an international educa-
tion initiative funded by 
Bill Gates that intends to 
provide a comprehensive 
history of  the universe and 
humanity in a cohesive cur-
riculum, features several 
notable scientists and histo-
rians, including Washington 
University professor of  biol-
ogy Ursula Goodenough.

The free, online-based 
course begins with coverage 
of  the Big Bang and con-
tinues up through modern 
history and the present. As 
of  fall 2014, over 1,200 pri-
mary and secondary schools 
and 15,000 students have 
begun to use the Big History 
Project for their curriculum. 

The Big History Project 
reflects the increasing trend 
of  free online education, 
joining organizations such as 
Khan Academy and univer-
sities like the Massachusetts 
Institute of  Technology that 
offer public courses. 

Goodenough has pub-
lished several papers and 
two books on the subjects 
of  cell biology and religious 
naturalism. She believes that 
the Big History Project’s 
interdisciplinary initiative 
can improve secondary edu-
cation across the country as 
a whole. 

“It certainly seems to me 
that the understanding of  the 
history of  the universe and 
the planet and life is poorly 
conveyed in the high school 
science curricula right now 

and even in college curri-
cula,” Goodenough said. 
“Just getting that into one’s 
mind, in terms of  the times, 
is a doing a huge service.”

Professor David Christian 
of  Australia’s Macquarie 
University pioneered the 
interdisciplinary field of  
Big History, offering his first 
college-level class on the 
subject in 1989. After hear-
ing several of  Macquarie’s 
lectures in 2008, Bill Gates 
decided to fund a program 
that would create a compre-
hensive Big History course 
for schools to use. Other 
contributors include Khan 
Academy founder Sal Khan, 
Harvard Professor Henry 
Louis Gates, and YouTube’s 
CrashCourse creators John 
and Hank Green. 

Goodenough was spend-
ing the summer of  2009 in 
Martha’s Vineyard when the 
Big History Project reached 

out to her. After coming to 
Massachusetts, the crew 
filmed her biology modules 
with a natural background. 
She was given a script for 
what to say for her biology 
videos but also contributed 
ideas to other aspects of  the 
project. 

The Big History Project 
reached out to Goodenough 
due to her previous 
experience with the inter-
disciplinary field. Around 
2000, Goodenough began to 
teach a Big History course 
for non-science majors with 
physics professor Claude 
Bernard and Earth and 
Planetary Sciences asso-
ciate professor Michael 
Wysession. However, the 
course was not allowed to 
cover any human history 
due to University policy, 
which required the class to 
be solely science-based, lead-
ing to a lesson plan that was 

not fully comprehensive.
“I also happen to think 

that once one understands 
these things, it gives the 
context for environmental 
concerns and social justice 
concerns,” Goodenough 
said. “It seems like a good 
thing to know.

“How they do the Big 
History courses with all 
the human stuff, what of  
course gets diminished is 
the science part, by defini-
tion. If  you at least have a 
semester to do all the sci-
ence, even though it’s still 
not nearly enough obviously, 
it’s broken down 50/50,” 
Goodenough said.

Goodenough’s course, 
entitled Epics of  Evolution: 
Life, Earth and Cosmos, 
was offered at Washington 
University in the spring 
semester for over 10 years 
until it was cancelled due to 
time constraints in 2010.

SAM WEIEN
STAFF REPORTER

Professor Ursula Goodenough, a member of the Biology department, sits in her office. She has 
recently contributed to the Big History Project, a free, online-based initiative funded by Bill Gates.

SKYLER KESSLER | STUDENT LIFE

STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE

“The story is 
that The Pikers 
were founded 
over a pitcher 
of beer, and 
that’s true.”
- Rishub Keelara, 
Pikers president

SEE STORY ON PG 8
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Thanks to a collabora-
tion between the Danforth 
University Center and 
Dining Services, students 
can now continue caffeine 
consumption well after the 
DUC’s Servery and Cafe 
Bergson close with the 
addition of  the “DUC & 
CUP” on-your-honor cof-
fee program. 

The coffee dispenser, 
located in the center of  the 
Servery, is open from 5-10 
p.m. on Tuesdays through 
Saturdays and runs on an 
“on-your-honor” system. 
Students can pour the cof-
fee into a provided cup or 
their own reusable one and 
then must swipe their ID 
card on their own to finish 
the transaction.

The idea came out of  
a meeting with the DUC 
student advisory board, 
Director of  the Danforth 
University Center Leslie 
Heusted said. Students on 
the committee were sent 
out to get suggestions on 
how to improve the DUC, 
and a popular request was a 
consistent coffee option in 

the evening in the DUC.
“The DUC and Dining 

[Services] have talked a 
lot about ways that we can 
make that happen without 
extending a full service,” 
Heusted said. “So we said, 
OK, we can do this if  we 
can do it on your honor, 
and we can meet this need 
and this desire to have con-
sistent coffee offerings in 
the evening if  we can put 
it out there and trust that 
folks will pay for the coffee 
that they’re drinking.”

The station, which is 
also equipped with sleeves, 
lids, cream and sugar, only 
accepts Bear Bucks or meal 
points to pay for the $1.50 
cup of  coffee.

“My thought was to pro-
gram it, make it so simple 
that you couldn’t make a 
mistake,” Dining Services 
Director of  Satellite 
Operations Patti Louvier 
said. “There’s one big but-
ton there that says coffee. 
So it’s two strokes: coffee, 
swipe, done.”

Heusted added that 
they did do research on 
other types of  services, 
like farmers markets and 
street vendors, that follow 

the on-your-honor system. 
Their research showed that 
anywhere from around 
78-96 percent of  people 
who purchased things in 
the areas they studied actu-
ally paid for them.

“With those kind of  sta-
tistics to back it up, we were 
confident that our students 
and our community would 
support it in an appropriate 
way,” she said.

Although it is too early 
to make an overall general-
ization about whether the 
honor system is being fol-
lowed, Heusted said they 
are monitoring the servings 
they put out and the num-
ber of  servings purchased. 
The longevity of  the pro-
gram will depend on the 
on-your-honor response.

“What was compelling 
to me is that it was an idea 
that came from students...
and this was a way that we 
could really meet that need 
and also offer a different 
type of  service to our stu-
dents that we think they’re 
up for,” Heusted said. “I 
have a high amount of  con-
fidence that our students 
and our community will 
respond in a positive way.”

DUC introduces late-night 
‘on-your-honor’ coffee option

NOA YADIDI
STAFF REPORTER
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A coffee dispenser is now open in the Danforth University Center from 5-10 p.m. on Tuesdays through 
Sundays. The system runs on on-your-honor payments, trusting students to make the $1.50 payment 
themselves, and came as the result of student interest in coffee options in the DUC after regular hours.

CHARLIE FROM PAGE 1

represent their voices and 
their opinions,” Moosa 
said. “With the very low 
number of  Muslims on 
campus, it’s important 
to engage in these types 
of  conversations, and 
I’m really glad that this 
happened.” 

“I’m also really glad 
that that point about how 
we don’t have to take own-
ership for these events 
came up because I feel like 
there is this social pressure 
[for Muslims] to apolo-
gize, this social pressure to 
take ownership when the 
vast majority of  Muslims 
have nothing to do with it 
and don’t stand for these 
actions at all,” Moosa 
added.

Stoller was most excited 
about the end of  the 
conversation, when the 
discussion turned away 
from the problems them-
selves and toward possible 
solutions. 

“I was really happy with 

the action steps part of  it,” 
Stoller said. “Sometimes 
we have discussions and 
people get really passion-
ate about ‘what do I do 
next?’”

One method proposed 
to prevent bias toward 
Muslims on campus was 
to encourage conversation 
with others who have dif-
fering opinions or who are 
not invested in the topic.

“Bring a friend that dis-
agrees with you and also 
be a listener—be willing 
to hear some things that 
make you uncomfort-
able—education in the 
form of  listening,” Stoller 
said. “This is a larger 
issue. People are hesi-
tant to get invested in an 
issue when they don’t see 
it around them, and that’s 
honestly a reflection of  
a relatively homogenous 
campus.”

Liam Fitzgerald, a fresh-
man attendee, noted that 
although the conversation 

was overall a positive 
experience, he wasn’t sure 
if  it accomplished every-
thing it had intended.

“So it started off  really 
slow and it didn’t really get 
moving, and I think that’s 
just the nature of  the topic 
and that it doesn’t apply 
to a lot of  us, which is a 
problem that, you know, 
not many people here are 
Muslim,” Fitzgerald said. 
“ I still don’t know if  it 
really got what we were 
thinking done.”

Java & Justice, hosted 
by the Social Justice 
Center every third 
Thursday of  the month, 
aims to bring to the fore-
front of  conversation 
issues that Washington 
University students care 
about.

“I think what the SJC 
does well is it’s flexible in 
its pursuits,” Stoller said. 
“We’re willing to talk 
about it if  people want to 
keep talking about it.”
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FORUM
STAFF EDITORIAL

Q
uick: guess 
how much 
more the rev-
enue generated 
by Wal-Mart 

is compared to the revenue 
generated by the state of  
Missouri in the most recent 
fiscal years for each.

The correct answer is 
about 60 times as much—
the global retail giant 
brought in over $476 billion 
in its fiscal year that ended 
Jan. 31 of  last year while 
Missouri’s general rev-
enue in the fiscal year that 
concluded June 30 was $8 
billion.

The St. Louis Rams 
play at the Edward Jones 
Dome, for which the state 
of  Missouri pays half  the 
cost, and St. Louis City 
and County split the other 

half. None of  the $24 
million spent annually on 
maintenance and construc-
tion debt comes from the 
franchise’s owner, Stan 
Kroenke, who is married to 
Ann Walton Kroenke, who 
is the daughter of  Wal-Mart 
co-founder Bud Walton.

The Rams are playing 
on a year-to-year lease 
at the Dome and inch-
ing toward Los Angeles, 
and Stan Kroenke moved 
forward with plans to build 
a stadium on land he owns 
there. In response, a consor-
tium of  St. Louis leaders 
that includes Anheuser-
Busch executive Dave 
Peacock—with the advis-
ing of  Mayor Francis Slay 
and Missouri Governor 
Jay Nixon—has proposed 
a new riverfront stadium 

that would cost nearly $1 
billion. $350 million would 
come from an extension of  
the public’s bond payments 
on the Dome, with Kroenke 
covering merely $100 mil-
lion more than taxpayers.

Yes, we know that con-
trasting revenues between 
Wal-Mart and Missouri is 
a bit of  a false equivalency, 
but the point is that the 
Kroenkes have money to 
pay for a stadium them-
selves—lots of  it. Stan 
Kroenke is a rich man in 
his own right—in fact, he is 
the 89th wealthiest person 
in the United States, worth 
$5.7 billion according to 
Forbes. He owns a slew 
of  professional franchises, 
including the NBA’s 
Denver Nuggets, the NHL’s 
Colorado Avalanche, 

MLS’s Colorado Rapids 
and English Premier 
League soccer club Arsenal.

The Kroenkes are 
Columbia, Mo., natives, 
but they are not responsible 
for public services like 
preserving roads, schools, 
housing, health agencies, 
courts and other institu-
tions that help society 
function. Professional 
sports stadiums do not help 
society function, but they 
certainly can make society 
happier. The Rams have 
not made anyone in St. 
Louis very happy for over 
a decade, and that’s before 
even thinking about what 
the city, county and state 
pay to host them.

Meanwhile, countless 
economic analyses have 
shown that sports stadiums 

do not generate the money 
for cities that politicians, 
developers and chambers of  
commerce would have you 
believe. The money goes to 
owners, sponsors, players, 
the lucky few local busi-
nesses—anywhere but the 
public. The Edward Jones 
Dome is a perfect example: 
pitched as a modern, mul-
tipurpose investment in St. 
Louis when built 20 years 
ago on the public dime, 
it is now debt-ridden and 
outdated.  

If  the latest Rams 
charade sounds like insan-
ity, it is. But it’s business 
as usual in the NFL and 
professional sports, where 
plutocrats like Kroenke 
capitalize on demand 
for big league games to 
squeeze money out of  

local and state govern-
ments. Even the mayor of  
Glendale, Ariz., which is 
hosting the Super Bowl this 
weekend and whose tourist 
website touts the event as 
an “economic engine,” 
has admitted that the town 
actually loses money from 
hosting it.

We assume that a learned 
man such as Kroenke reads 
the newspapers and is 
aware of  the great struggles 
facing both St. Louis and 
his home state far beyond 
football. We idealistically 
hope that he realizes what a 
modest act of  philanthropy 
it would be to finance his 
own stadium here and 
keep the Rams in St. Louis 
himself.

Sadly, it’s probably just 
idealism.

End the Cuban embargo, end an era of hostile relations

R
ecently, 
President 
Barack Obama 
announced 

a new turn in re-estab-
lishing relations with 
Cuba. Both nations 
made compromises; 
the Cuban government 
released USAID prisoner 
Alan Gross while the 
United States released 
the remaining three 
members of  the Cuban 
Five spy ring. Alongside 
these developments, 
Obama announced that 
travel to the island would 
become much easier for 
Americans. 

As long as the visit 
falls under one of  12 
approved reasons for 
travel, ordinary citizens 
are permitted to go to 
Cuba without hassle. 
Additionally, American 
tourists may spend up to 
$400 on Cuban goods, 
$100 of  which can include 
alcohol and tobacco 
purchases. 

I participated in a study 
abroad program in the 
capital city of  Havana 

last summer—it was 
crazy to be one of  the few 
Americans there. It was 
even crazier to experience 
the culture and politics 
firsthand (albeit to a 
much, much lesser extent) 
and separate it from 
the negative stereotypes 
and assumptions many 
Americans hold of  Cuba. 

I’m thrilled that more 
Americans will be able to 
experience it and hope-
fully understand it as 
much more than a poor, 
totalitarian state with 
fancy cigars. I’m excited 
for people to see the intel-
lectualism and artistry 
of  Havana. I’m also glad 
that no one will have to 
sneak the famed Havana 
Club rum back to the 
U.S. in shampoo bottles 
(though if  your Herbal 
Essences-to-rum ratio is 
relatively balanced, I’ve 
heard it’s not too bad). 

Granted, the tour-
ist experience is wildly 
different from everyday 
life. I’m not claiming to 
be an expert on foreign 
policy. That being said, 
the one thing that I found 
to be loathed across the 

board was the embargo, 
which Obama called 
for Congress to lift in 
his State of  the Union 
address on Tuesday. 
Cubans—and Americans, 
for that matter—are sick 
of  the embargo, and it 
needs to end. 

The embargo was 
established at the begin-
ning of  Fidel Castro’s 
rule to pressure him out 
of  office. It’s still in place, 
and conservatives like Jeb 
Bush want to strengthen 
it to further punish the 
Castro regime. I feel the 
pain of  dear Jebbilicious 
(Jebby? Jebster? Jebba?). 
I, too, like to lovingly 
assert my hegemony over 
“inferior” nations and 
stick it to those pesky 
Commies. Unfortunately, 
it hasn’t removed Castro 
from power.  

The embargo is espe-
cially awkward because 
it hasn’t worked for 50 
years. Its target is mis-
directed—instead of  
harming the government, 
it damages the lives of  
ordinary civilians. The 
nearest, largest market is 
closed to them, making 

everyday items incred-
ibly expensive. Many 
foods must be imported 
from Asia, which ends up 
costing much more than 
it would if  America had 
just export them. Many 
Cubans rely heavily on 
money sent from relatives 
in the United States. 

Funny enough, the 
embargo actually helps 
Cuba’s right-wing gov-
ernment by giving it a 
concrete source of  blame 
for the nation’s troubles. 
That message was 
expressed to our group 
multiple times during 
class, which took place at 
a government-approved 
center of  studies. 

We listened to Cuban 
professors tell us about 
the detriments caused 
by the embargo, by 
American neocolonialism 
and by John F. Kennedy 
himself. We were taught 
that it was Fidel Castro’s 
duty to assume power and 
push out foreign, corpo-
rate interests. We would 
hear about the economic 
pressures of  the embargo 
on everyday civilians and 
its futility. Essentially, 

we were taught exactly 
what we wanted to hear. 
Criticism of  the regime 
was out of  the question. 

Some of  these points 
are valid; as students 
who willingly visited 
America’s enemy, we 
had our own prevailing 
notions of  American 
imperialism. Some of  
these qualms, however, 
diverted all blame from 
the failures of  the regime, 
pointing at the embargo 
as the unequivocal source 
of  discontent. 

The embargo is coun-
terproductive and actually 
complements the regime 
instead of  tearing it 
down. So why keep it in 
place? 

And then, there’s 
another issue: what gives 
the United States the right 
to “fix” the regime? As 
lovely as the values of  
“’Murica” are, they don’t 
need to be inflicted on 
Cuba, a nation with its 
own history and culture. 
Neocolonialism is like, so 
1952. 

While in Cuba, I tried 
to talk to as many people 
my age as I could. Despite 

my broken Spanglish 
and valley-girl-worthy 
declarations of  “Um like, 
¿que?,” I learned that 
the majority of  them are 
frustrated with the lack of  
incentives, the ceiling that 
inhibits opportunities and 
the isolation from the U.S. 
Many of  them don’t want 
to live in Cuba unless 
things change. And unless 
the embargo ends, many 
feel that Cuba’s future is 
hopeless. 

If  the U.S. ends the 
embargo, the current 
regime will likely lose 
its main support. That, 
supplemented with the 
increasing economic free-
dom involved with open 
relations, would empower 
the new generation of  
Cubans to demand a posi-
tive shift in politics. 

I’m not saying that 
Cuba doesn’t need a 
change. It does. But this 
change doesn’t have to 
be forced by the U.S. It 
should happen organi-
cally, and given the fact 
that the younger genera-
tion is generally opposed 
to the regime, it probably 
will. 

RIMA PARIKH
STAFF WRITER

W
ith 
Washington 
University’s 
student 

population on the rise 
and an increasingly small 
number of  living spaces on 
campus, Residential Life 
must begin to deal with 
the incredibly complex 
challenge of  continuing to 
support thriving housing 
communities that encourage 
community spirit. The solu-
tion that ResLife has pushed 
most heavily, residential 
colleges on the South 40, 
is unfortunately beginning 
to fail Wash. U. Now that 
rising sophomores are not 
guaranteed housing on the 
South 40, combined with 
the factor of  an incredibly 

complex and challenging 
lottery system, the residen-
tial college system is losing 
its central place in student 
life at Wash. U.

At the surface level, 
residential colleges are a 
unique and positive part 
of  student life at Wash. U. 
They ostensibly provide a 
center for “team spirit” at a 
University where sports are 
not a huge source of  school 
pride and allow students to 
find a community bigger 
than their floors, but also 
still manageable in size. 
Further, residential colleges 
provide preferential housing 
for sophomores, which can 
be a huge benefit for people 
living in residential colleges 
with newer facilities. 

But this view of  resi-
dential colleges is entirely 
too optimistic. When it 

comes down to a sense 
of  community, your floor 
is basically the place 
you spend time hanging 
out. After Convocation 
and Residential College 
Olympics, residential col-
leges do not serve their 
purpose of  uniting the 
student body. 

There are great events 
thrown for students in 
residential colleges through 
Congress of  the South 40 
and by the residential col-
lege directors and faculty 
fellows. As a treasurer for 
WGE College Council 
myself, I have found that we 
struggle to get good atten-
dance at CS40-sponsored 
events and activities planned 
by the staff  of  the college 
itself. 

This problem is especially 
true among the sophomore 

class, which I have found is 
not nearly as present in our 
residential college. Among 
freshmen, it is common 
knowledge that sophomore 
housing does not have much 
to do with finding a floor 
community. It’s simply a 
place to live. 

According to the ResLife 
website, residential colleges 
were initially designed to 
bring together students of  
every class, but now, it’s 
clearly a freshman-centric 
tactic that fails quickly after 
orientation. There is little 
motivation to be a part of  
a residential college aside 
from getting preferential 
housing as a sophomore. 
ResLife is using commu-
nity as a veil for allowing 
students to choose their 
housing. 

It’s not working currently 

and is a system that is 
constantly being taken 
advantage of. While the 
residential college pairings 
make logistical sense and 
are a really good deal for 
a group of  students, the 
system does not benefit the 
majority. Residential college 
preference may lead certain 
students to cobble together a 
suite of  people to avoid the 
general housing lottery and 
especially benefits students 
living in modern residential 
colleges. 

The other major problem 
with residential colleges is 
how arbitrary they are—
essentially, you are placed 
into a residential college as 
a freshman based on your 
preference of  traditional 
versus modern dorms. Even 
then, you may not get your 
requested housing and end 

up living somewhere you 
didn’t initially request. As 
freshmen, we come into this 
system blind and generally 
do not make much of  it after 
the initial months at college. 

I firmly believe that 
residential colleges, while 
a good idea in theory, are 
beginning to fail Wash. U. 
Now that sophomores are 
being forced to live in the 
Village and off  campus, the 
ideal of  communal collabo-
ration and diversity is dying. 
Residential colleges are a 
relic of  a University growing 
at an unprecedented rate 
that is struggling to keep 
its “small community” 
feeling. It’s time for ResLife 
to reconsider its under-
classman housing system 
and rethink the ways that 
residential colleges impact 
student life.

Why residential colleges don’t work anymore
PETER DISSINGER
STAFF WRITER

Rams’ new stadium should come from owner, not public funds
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“There’s something to 
learn from every game. 
NYU came in ready to 
work and rebound hard, 
and while we were well-
prepared for the game, our 
energy level wasn’t what it 
normally is. We made some 
great runs back at them 
in the second half, but it 
wasn’t enough to close the 
gap,” Gilkey said. “Next 
game, we will come in with 
our usual intensity and 
focus from the start.”

On Sunday, the Bears got 
off  to another slow start 
as the Judges shot 56.7 
percent from the field on 
their way to a 44-32 lead. 
However, a suddenly red-
hot offense and a tenacious 
defense culminated in the 

Bears outscoring the Judges 
45-14 in the second half, 
fueled by a 20-0 run mid-
way through the half. 

“We kept the energy 
up, the intensity up, and 
we didn’t think they could 
keep making shots like they 
were. We stopped dribble 
penetration more in the 
second half  and got them 
out of  their rhythm,” senior 
guard Maddy Scheppers 
said.

The Bears held a 53-37 
rebounding advantage, 
including a 25-10 edge on 
offensive boards, thanks 
in large part to junior 
guard Amanda Martinez, 
who finished with a team-
high 13 rebounds. Gilkey 
returned to form after a 

rough outing against NYU 
by scoring 21 points and 
pulling down 12 rebounds. 
Junior guard Jordan 
Thompson also finished 
with her first career double-
double, leading the offense 
with 15 points and a team-
high 10 assists. 

After the team faced dou-
ble-digit halftime deficits 
in both games this week-
end, Scheppers believes the 
Bears must avoid slow starts 
when they take on Carnegie 
Mellon University and 
Case Western University 
next weekend at home. 

“This weekend’s games 
were hard fought. Going 
forward we have to have 
better starts. We can’t start 
slow,” Scheppers said.
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SPORTS
Faced with an early 11-0 

deficit, the No. 4 Washington 
University men’s basketball 
team needed its sharpshooters 
to close the gap on the road 
against New York University. 

Instead, the Bears were 
hampered by strong perimeter 
defense from the Violets while 
NYU hit three-pointer after 
three-pointer en route to a 
91-67 beat down of the Bears 
on Friday, its second 20-point 
loss of the month. 

On Sunday, Wash. U. 
rebounded with a 79-68 road 
victory against Brandeis 
University to finish up its 
weekend on the road with 
a split of two conference 
games. The Bears (14-2 over-
all, 3-2 in conference) have 
scored at least 70 points in 
each of their wins this season.

NYU concluded the first 
half  of Friday’s game with a 
9-2 run to establish a domi-
nant 25-point lead, marking 
the largest halftime deficit of  
the season for the Red and 
Green. The Bears missed 
all 10 of their three-point 
attempts in the half  and shot 
only 34.3 percent from the 
field.  

Defensively, the Bears 
allowed the Violets to con-
nect on 8-of-12 three-pointers 

despite contesting perimeter 
shots. 

“That’s not normally their 
game. Their game is they’ve 
got two very good post 
players,” head coach Mark 
Edwards said. “They force 
teams to have to play inside 
defense and to help inside and 
it opens up that outside shot 
and they were hitting them. 
We were contesting them. It’s 
not like they were standing 
there wide open; they were 
hitting tough shots.”

In the second half, NYU’s 
scorching-hot shooting cooled 
off slightly. Wash. U. shored 
up its perimeter defense and 
held NYU to two three-point-
ers on 11 attempts. The Bears’ 
offense also improved slightly, 
with Wash. U. shooting 42.4 
percent from the field. But 
those improvements were 
only enough to maintain the 
deficit at around 25 points—
not to mount a comeback for 
the Red and Green. 

Overall, NYU outpaced 
Wash. U. in nearly every 
major offensive category 
while its bench contributed 39 
points. From beyond the arc, 
Wash. U. shot a paltry 11.1 
percent (2 for 18) compared to 
43.5 percent (10 for 23) from 
NYU. The Bears put together 
a similar shooting perfor-
mance in their only other 
loss of the season against the 

University of Chicago, when 
Wash. U. scored just 43 points 
and shot 30.3 percent from 
the field. 

“[NYU] brought a lot of  
energy to the game and they 
were hitting some shots,” 
Edwards said. “We just didn’t 
respond very well. I know we 
shot the ball well pretty much 
all season except for Chicago 
and this game, and you can’t 
get away with that in this con-
ference. This conference is too 
tough this year.”

The Red and Green 
redeemed themselves two 
days later by pulling away in 
the second half to win against 
Brandeis. After the Bears held 
a 38-37 lead at halftime, the 
Judges started the second half  
on a 7-0 run before the Bears 
rattled off 19 consecutive 
points, highlighted by three 
straight layups from senior 
forward Matt Palucki. 

With a 57-44 lead and 
just over 12 minutes to play, 
the Bears seemed in con-
trol of the game, but three 
straight three-pointers from 
the Judges brought the score 
back within four. But a trio 
of three-pointers from junior 
guard Luke Silverman-Lloyd 
put the game out of reach for 
good.

Silverman-Lloyd fin-
ished the game with a 
career-high 20 points and 

six three-pointers on nine 
attempts. Senior point guard 
David Fatoki also chipped in 
with 10 points and 11 assists 
for his third double-double 
of the season. After a rough 
shooting start to the road 
trip, the Bears shot 53.4 per-
cent from the field against 
Brandeis, including 40 percent 

from the behind the arc. 
“I think the big thing is we 

came out with a lot of energy. 
On both ends of the floor we 
were able to execute our game 
plan,” Edwards said. “It was 
a great game for a while. It 
was a typical Sunday UAA 
afternoon game where you 
just have to come ready to 

play and hope that you have 
enough energy to pull it out.”

Wash. U. looks to improve 
on its middling 3-2 confer-
ence record when it returns 
to action next weekend 
against conference opponents 
Carnegie Mellon University 
and No. 25 Case Western 
University.

Men’s basketball loses in blowout on road against NYU
AARON BREZEL
SPORTS EDITOR

Junior guard Luke Silverman-Lloyd prepares to make a pass against Trinity University on Dec. 6, 
2014. Silverman-Lloyd scored a career-high 20 points and made six three-pointers against Brandeis 
University in a 79-68 win as the Bears salvaged a split of this past weekend’s conference road games. 
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During a busy week-
end of back-to-back double 
dual meets, the Washington 
University men’s and women’s 
swimming and diving teams 
battled fatigue to combine 
for three wins and five losses 
against NCAA Division II 
opponents.  

On Friday, both Bears’ 
teams defeated Lindenwood 
University-Belleville but fell 
to Lindenwood University in 
Maryland Heights, Mo. The 
following day, the women’s 
team again split duals, topping 
Lewis University and losing to 
the University of Indianapolis, 
while the men’s team fell in 
both matchups in Indianapolis. 

For the women, it was the 
second straight weekend with 
back-to-back meets and the 
third meet in eight days for the 
men. Although the team won’t 
have to compete again until 
the UAA Championships on 
Feb. 11, a packed regular sea-
son in the last few weeks made 
fatigue a factor this weekend, 
according to head coach Brad 
Shively.

“We knew that they’d be 
tired, and we even talked about 
that after the meet last night. 
You’re supposed to be tired 
when you get back at 10:00 
at night and then you’re on a 
bus at 7 in the morning travel-
ing four hours to Indianapolis 
to swim against really good 

teams,” Shively said. “Our 
conference championships are 
also like that. You have three 
days in a row where you have 
to be great.”

For that reason, this week-
end’s meets served as a preview 
of what is to come in February.

“Hopefully it gave us some 
realistic preparations for our 
upcoming meets that are the 
biggest meets of the year for 
us, and they’re going to have 
to battle through fatigue. They 
did a really good job this week-
end,” Shively said. 

For the women’s team, 
junior Kristalyn McAfee raced 
to first place with a time of  
2:12.85 in the 200-meter indi-
vidual medley on Friday while 
junior Sophie Gan won the 
200 breaststroke in 2:22.18. 
The 400-free relay team con-
sisting of senior Sara Taege, 
sophomore MariMac Collins, 
and freshmen Niamh O’Grady 
and Fiona Hon finished in 
second place with a time of  
3:36.72.

On Saturday, the wom-
en’s team had five first-place 
finishers. Junior Amanda 
Stadermann took home first 
place in the 200 butterfly 
(2:10.70), freshman Nicole 
Zanolli swam to first in the 
500 freestyle (5:10.13) and 
Hon won the 100 butter-
fly (1:00.47). In the 200-free 
relay, a team of junior Katie 
Anderson, Collins, McAfee 
and O’Grady was victorious 
in the 200-free relay (1:39.36). 

Freshman Laura Barber tri-
umphed in the one-meter 
diving event.

On the men’s side, sopho-
more Justin Morrell led the 
men’s team on Friday, earning 
first place in the 50 freestyle 
(21.10). The next day, Morrell 
swam with fellow sophomore 
Reese Freirichs, junior Reed 
Dalton and freshman Ross 
Brown and placed third in the 
200-medley relay (1:35.55). 
Dalton swam to the best fin-
ish of the day for the men’s 
team with a second-place per-
formance in the 100 butterfly 
(50.94). 

“We don’t swim them 
because they’re easy or we 
expect to get a win; we want to 
go against some pretty tough 
talent to get us prepared for 
UAAs,” Dalton said. 

As the Red and Green 
prepare for the UAA 
Championships, Shively is 
focused on the team working 
out all the small race details 
and kinks, as well as getting 
some rest.

“This is a good opportunity 
to put finishing touches on race 
strategy and really on our fit-
ness as well. We’ll continue to 
work on some aerobic fitness 
and a lot of anaerobic fitness, 
but a lot of the details have to 
be a focal point of our practices 
right now,” Shively said. “We’ll 
certainly start to rest them and 
give them an opportunity to be 
fresh and be at their very best 
at the UAA Championships.”

Swimming teams compete in 
final dual meets before UAA 
GADIEL ROSENBLUT
STAFF REPORTER

For the fourth straight year, 
the Washington University 
men’s track-and-field team 
cruised to the I-55 Triangular 
Invitational title, and the 
women’s team placed third on 
Saturday in Bloomington, Ill. 

The men’s team (111 points) 
bested the University of  
Chicago (90) and host Illinois 
Wesleyan University (24), but 
the women’s team (69 points) 
was edged by both UChicago 

(90.5) and Illinois Wesleyan 
(73.5). 

Seniors Nick Alaniva and 
Brendan Stone each placed 
first in two events for the men’s 
team. Alaniva raced to first in 
the 60-meter dash in 7.08 sec-
onds and won the long jump 
with a distance of 6.38 meters. 
Alaniva also cleared a height 
of 4.42 meters to capture sec-
ond place in the pole vault. 
Stone triumphed in the 400 
(51.90 seconds) and was part 
of the 1,600-relay team that 
finished first with a time of  

3:25.87.
Even though the tourna-

ment had no implications on 
qualifications for nationals, the 
men’s team still maintained its 
competitive spirit. 

“I think that our per-
formance as a team was 
indicative of the level of com-
petitiveness of the individuals 
on the team,” Alaniva said. 
“Overall, we won the meet, 
which was a nice reward for 
completing the way we did. 
I think that the marks that 
individuals are putting up 

now definitely reflect our pre-
paredness and hard work and 
serve as indicators for what 
we can achieve as the season 
progresses.”

The women’s team did not 
fare as well in part due to the 
absence of some key mem-
bers, such as All-American 
senior Lucy Cheadle. On the 
individual level, though, the 
women’s team saw several 
runners win their respective 
events. Junior Ellen Toennies 
raced to first in the 1,200 with 
a time of 3:41.86, sophomore 

Molly Kuhs ran a career-best 
time (5:20.93) to win the mile 
and fellow sophomore Sarah 
Curci placed first in the 3,000 
with a time of 10:31.63. 

“The team had some amaz-
ing performances at the meet, 
but we still have plenty of  
room to grow,” junior sprinter 
Maisie Mahoney said. “We 
took advantage of the nice 
weather this past week, so we 
got some more difficult work-
outs in. That being said, there 
were a few more injuries on 
the team than usual.”

After a weeklong break, the 
Red and Green will take the 
next step toward preparing for 
nationals as they travel to Terre 
Haute, Ind., to participate in 
the Rose-Hulman Engineer 
Invitational on Jan. 31. 

“To improve for nationals, 
we will just continue to do 
what we always do: compete,” 
Mahoney said. “If the team 
continues to perform and 
train like we are now, there is 
potential for many people to 
qualify and perform well at 
nationals.”

Men retain I-55 Triangular Invitational title, women finish third
WEBER GAOWEN
STAFF REPORTER

Junior point guard Jordan Thompson dribbles past a Loras University defender on Dec. 6, 2014. 
Thompson scored 15 points and dished out 10 assists in a win over Brandeis University on Sunday. 
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Although not surprising, it is a little disappointing to see “American Sniper” fill so many nomina-
tions on the ballot this year, especially Bradley Cooper taking away a spot from Jake Gyllenhaal for 
lead actor considering there was very little pre-awards buzz or nominations for other awards like the 
Golden Globes or Screen Actors Guild (two groups that did nominate Gyllenhaal for his perfor-
mance) about Cooper in comparison to the other actors in the category. 

The Best Film nomination may not have been as much of a shock, because the patriotic plotline 
and gritty if simplistic narrative, directed by the hands of Academy favorite Clint Eastwood is the 
definition of Oscar bait. Just like Streep’s performance, “American Sniper” did not bring anything 
that new or unpredictable to the film industry despite being just a generally solid movie about war, 
the physical and mental struggles of becoming the most successful and lethal sniper in U.S. military 
history and then coping with the resulting post-traumatic stress disorder. A good film, but just 
“good” films don’t necessarily deserve Oscar nominations, especially with other much better and 
more challenging movies getting snubbed for the Best Movie title. – Kayla Hollenbaugh
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This entry isn’t about the overwhelmingly white list of  Oscar nominees—that angle has 
been discussed and criticized elsewhere, by far more accomplished movie reviewers than 
I. Rather, this entry is solely about the stellar acting by David Oyelowo, in a role of  the 
lifetime as Martin Luther King, Jr. in “Selma.” Oyelowo’s voice rings like King’s, his vocal 
patterns so perfectly mirror the historical figure, and even his hand gestures and manner-
isms while speaking are reminiscent of  the man he’s portraying.

Oyelowo brings deep, genuine emotion to King, no small task considering the legacy 
of  the latter. This isn’t “42,” a similarly historical movie devoid of  layers or any nuance—
“Selma” has these necessary components for a Best Picture nominee, thanks to both 
Oyelowo and director Ava DuVernay’s decisions (the latter is itself  a snub that warrants its 
own mention).

“Selma” in general was 
grossly underrepresented in 
the final list of  nominations. 
Oyelowo’s case was one of  
the strongest. – Zach Kram

What the Oscars got wrong: Cadenza takes on the Academy
With the recent  release of  the nominations for the 87th Academy Awards, arguably the big-

gest awards event every year in Hollywood, it truly feels like awards season has really kicked into 
full gear. As per usual, the nominations list are stacked with incredible actors, innovative movies 
and a directing category that spans those that have already had a storied career and others who 
made their English-language directing debut with their film (Morten Tyldum for “The Imitation 
Game”).  However, as with every year, there are some nominations (or lack thereof) that have 
caught our eye as a little out-of-place.The Academy is not perfect and is known to shy away from 
certain movies or favor others in the interests of  political correctness or sentimentality, and each 
year a few films and actors get snubbed. This year, Cadenza picks the worst mistakes from 2015’s 
Oscar nomination’s.– Cadenza Staff

The Lead Actor category may be stacked with big names and amazing perfor-
mances this year, including four actors filling the roles of  real historical figures; Eddie 
Redmayne is already a frontrunner, and Golden Globe winner, for his turn as Stephen 
Hawking in “The Theory of  Everything,” and Benedict Cumberbatch’s Alan Turing 
in “The Imitation Game” is another early favorite. Despite a deep field of  laudable 
actors, something just feels wrong about not giving Jake Gyllenhaal at least a nod for 
“Nightcrawler.” The man may only have been nominated for an Oscar once back in 
2006 for “Brokeback Mountain,” but Gyllenhaal has slowly but surely moved from 
mere eye-candy to one of  the most dedicated and dependable actors of  his genera-
tion, and “Nightcrawler” was a full confirmation of  the fact. Playing Lou Bloom, a 
seedy underworld figure who finds a job shooting footage of  crime and violence in 
Los Angeles and selling it to news channels, Gyllenhall totally inhabited the darkness 
of  the role. Aside from losing over 20 pounds for the role, his physical commitment to 
portraying the manic qualities of  a sociopath manipulating crime scenes and wield-
ing violence to move his way up in the world forces the audience to hate Bloom and 
become entranced by his bloody ascent. “Nightcrawler” was a career-defining role for 
Gyllenhaal, and it’s a crying shame that the Academy passed him over, probably shying 
away from the darkness and gore of  the film. – Kayla Hollenbaugh

When the Oscar nominations were announced and the dust had cleared, one 
movie was almost completely absent from the list. No, not “Selma,” which is a 
different story for a different day, but “Gone Girl,” David Fincher’s masterful shoot-
ing of  Gillian Flynn’s universe. The only trace of  the movie in the industry’s most 
prestigious awards show was Rosamund Pike, the eponymous gone girl, for Best 
Actress. For a movie that dominated summer conversation and shocked the world, 
it’s troubling that its presence was just gone.

Where “Gone Girl” was truly robbed in the nomination process was the Adapted 
Screenplay category. Buried all the way at the bottom of  the Oscar’s nomination 
page, the Adapted and Original Screenplay categories often go overlooked by mov-
iegoers, producers and the voters themselves. Because Hollywood rarely respects the 
work of  the writers instead focusing on the directors, the screenplay nominations 
often get little-to-no coverage, but the work Gillian Flynn did to adapt her own book 
into a worldwide phenomenon is incredible.

First of  all, working from your own source material in an adaption is challeng-
ing at best considering how developed the setting and action are in your own head. 
Where all of  that nuance can develop in a 400-page novel, most of  it needs to be 
cut for a 2 1/2-hour movie. For Flynn to stay true to her work while still creating 
an enrapturing film is almost unheard of. Secondly, “American Sniper” earning 
a screenplay nomination despite how much of  Kyle’s story it ignored or sim-
ply glossed over is egregious. It’s fair to say that the Academy’s respect for Clint 
Eastwood contributed more to that nomination than anything put on screen.

“Gone Girl” deserved more nominations in general, but its absence from the 
Screenplay category is the embodiment of  an Oscar snub. 
– Wesley Jenkins

It must be some running joke among the Academy at this point that there has to got to be a way 
to nominate Meryl at least once every year. “Into the Woods” was a fine film, a Hollywood musical 
epic packed with stars and the musical numbers befitting its Christmas-day release, but it shouldn’t 
be showing up on any Oscar nominations list. Ignoring the fact that the movie got bogged down 
into self-importance and deep message-making in its second half, Streep’s performance was, as to 
be expected, demonstrative of her unique ability to give any role depth and feeling (even a role as 
boringly titled as ‘The Witch’). Yet, it was hard watching to really detach Meryl Streep the actor 
from the role, and the performance didn’t bring anything new or that groundbreaking to Streep’s 
legendary acting repertoire. In fact, if the Academy was going to give anyone from “Into the 
Woods” a nod, it should have been Emily Blunt in her role as the Baker’s Wife. Demonstrating a 
deft blend of sensitivity and charming comic timing, Blunt shined in a cast full of huge names, and 
if the Academy wanted to recognize any acting in “Into the Woods,” it should’ve been hers. 
– Kayla Hollenbaugh

MERYL STREEP NOMINATED,

‘AMERICAN SNIPER’

SHOWING
UP

SNUBBED

NO DAVID OYELOWO

‘GONE GIRL’

JAKE GYLLENAHAAL

AGAIN

TOTALLY 
MISSING
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One of the Delmar Loop’s 
hallmarks, the unique retro 
comic book and collectible 
shop Star Clipper, announced 
on Jan. 15 that it will be 
closing its doors for good, 
launching a liquidation 
sale almost immediately 
afterward. The store was 
established in 1988 and 
opened on the Loop in 2004, 
providing customers with 
a wide variety of comics, 
graphic novels and even 
vinyl toys and independent 

magazines. 
Currently, there are no 

plans for the store to be pur-
chased, leaving a prime spot 
open on the Loop. Benjamin 
and A.J. Trujillo, the store’s 
owners for the past 17 years, 
told St. Louis Magazine that 
the decision was a long time 
coming, citing economic 
concerns, changing demo-
graphics and the unique 
nature of the comic business, 
which required the store to 
purchase books without the 
possibility of return. Over the 
years, Star Clipper distin-
guished itself by catering to 

families, women and custom-
ers of all ethnic backgrounds.

Jon Scorfina, the store’s 
general manager, told St. 
Louis Magazine, “We had a 
ladies’ night, but I wouldn’t 
even focus on that, because 
we were a store that always 
appealed to a female clientele. 
We attracted a huge, diverse 
audience. We were one of the 
only stores that would have 
an all African-American staff  
on-duty. I dare you to go to 
any other comic book shop in 
the country to find that.”

Along with the recent 
closing of Apop Records on 

Cherokee Street, it appears 
that St. Louisans will have a 
harder time finding brick-and-
mortar locations for cultural 
ephemera. Star Clipper had 
quite the regular following of  
customers who would come 
into the store just to talk with 
employees about their favorite 
shows, music, movies and 
daily lives. 

The store was an integral 
part of the Loop community 
because it was a reader’s store 
instead of a collector’s store, 
meaning customers weren’t 
simply buying vintage comics 
to re-sell but to actually read 

them. The staff was always 
on top of trends and well 
informed when talking with 
customers about the books 
they were buying.

The current discount is 
25 percent off everything 
storewide, and the owners 
are also offering negotiable 
rates for fixtures and other 
equipment in the store. Star 
Clipper will continue receiv-
ing new comics and graphic 
novels through the end of  
January for those who hope 
to take advantage of their last 
few days of business. Gift 
certificates and store credit 

will be honored through Feb. 
10, after which point Fantasy 
Books, Inc. will honor Star 
Clipper credit at any of its 
three metro area locations. 

Scorfina told St. Louis 
Magazine, “The only thing 
I can say is that I view this 
whole experience as a huge 
opportunity. I don’t look back 
negatively. I had a chance to 
meet a ton of my favorite art-
ists. I got to craft events that 
I haven’t seen done at other 
stores. We were considered 
sort of a modern comic store, 
even a hipster comics store, 
for better or worse.”

“The story is that The 
Pikers were founded over 
a pitcher of  beer, and 
that’s true,” the group’s 
president, senior Rishub 
Keelara, said.

This past weekend, the 
oldest a cappella group on 
Washington University’s 
campus celebrated its 
30th anniversary with 
bagpipes, 50 Cent 
melodies and fireworks 
greeting viewers at the 
exit of  Jammin’ Toast, 
The Pikers’ biggest con-
cert of  the year.

“From the alumni to 
our current members, the 
core of  our group remains 
in being an entertainer. 
We put the audience 
first,” Keelara said. He 
said that while musicality 
and sound is of  course a 
priority for all a cappella 
groups, giving the audi-
ence a good time and an 
unforgettable experience 
to bring home is what The 
Pikers are all about.

These roots in enter-
tainment tie back to the 
1904 World’s Fair in St. 
Louis. The Fair filled the 
city with rides, conces-
sions and entertainers, 

who gathered to share 
their marvelous abilities 
with an eager and excited 
audience at “The Pike,” 
located just North of  
Lindell Boulevard, which 
would later serve as The 
Pikers’ namesake.

“[In the beginning], we 
were labeled a drinking 
group with a singing prob-
lem. But as a cappella 
became more popular and 
competition increased, 
they put down the beer 
and started singing for 
real. The sense of  hilarity 
and the lead role of  com-
edy in the concerts is still 
true,” Keelara said.

The desire to push 
boundaries is what has 
given The Pikers such a 
large fan base on campus, 
and they certainly didn’t 
disappoint fans this year. 

“The Pikers are the 
only group I’ve gone to all 
four years, and this was 
by far their best,” senior 
Julie Iles said. 

As one might expect, 
The Pikers have not 
always gotten along well 
with the administration, 
which has had to deal 
with damage incurred 
from the rambunctious 
group’s performances. 

James Wall, the head 

of  public relations for 
the group, recalled that 
last semester a performer 
got so into his song that 
he shattered the glass on 
a desk in Brown Hall. 
“I remember I couldn’t 
really see the soloist, but 
I saw these girls in the 
front row with the biggest 
reaction and some of  the 
other Pikers flinching at 
the broken glass coming 
their way,” Wall said.

“One year, we flooded a 
bathroom in Green [Hall]. 
Another year, the alumni 
decided to bring a live fish 
on stage, a member drank 
raw eggs on stage and 

there may have been a 
blowup doll at one point,” 
Keelara said, quick to 
jump in with his memo-
ries of  the last three years. 

Only pride and nos-
talgia could be seen on 
their faces as they shared 
the memories of  the past 
years with the group. 

“Sure, we get in trouble, 
but that makes it exciting, 
and that makes it being a 
Piker. If  in 30 more years 
we aren’t putting on a 
good show and poking 
fun at the school’s strict 
administration, I will be 
disappointed,” Keelara 
said.

The language we use to 
memorialize our national 
tragedies often works on 
multiple levels. The Eternal 
Light Peace Memorial at 
Gettysburg, Pa., makes no 
mention of the chattel slavery 
that was the Civil War’s 
root, if contested, cause. The 
Vietnam Memorial, mean-
while, does a spectacular job 
of combining tragedy and 
memory, honor and horror. 
Monuments to the Indian 
Wars most often honor white 
Americans while excluding 
the natives who were brutally 
massacred in the name of  
nationalist expansion. 

It is these discrepancies 
that Sam Durant takes up 
in his “Proposal for White 
and Indian Dead Monument 
Transpositions, Washington, 
D.C.,” which opened last 
Friday at the Mildred Lane 
Kemper Art Museum on 
campus. The exhibit is on 
loan from the Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art. In 
the exhibit, Durant reimag-
ines 30 monuments to dead 
white and Native Americans, 
transposing them from their 
original locations to the 

National Mall. Nearly all of  
the monuments—25 of the 
30—commemorate white-
American death while only 
five commemorate native 
death.

Durant proposes that these 
monuments be arranged to 
juxtapose America’s trag-
edies with its glories. The five 
Native American monuments 
would be placed in front of  
the Washington Monument 
while the 25 white-American 
pieces would be arranged 
around the reflection pool. 
Durant doesn’t give any 
explicit judgment, but it is 
clear that among the tragedies 
there is much work to be 
done.

On entering the gallery, the 
viewer is swallowed in histori-
cal memory. Even though the 
monuments are reduced from 
their original size, many still 
tower above the viewer. The 
gallery conjures the feeling of  
not only being in a graveyard 
but of simultaneously being 
one of its members and 
caretakers. 

Each piece is given a 
homogenous gray color—a 
stab at metaphor and aesthetic 
equality that gives each 
monument equal billing. The 
drab gray reminds the viewer 

that these conflicts are not 
easy to categorize. Questions 
are raised about how white 
Americans can atone for 
these misdeeds and how both 
groups can move forward 
alongside each other. The 
wounds are often still fresh 
and the history complex.

The monuments include 
those from the Sand Creek 
Massacre in Colorado 
(where Cheyenne tribesman 
were scalped by Colorado 
volunteers) to the Monument 
to Heroes of the “Battle of  
Wounded Knee” in Kansas. 
Each one varies in size and 
presence, and a guide to the 
exhibit provides additional 
information on each memo-
rial, including some of the 
language inscribed on the 
statues themselves.

It is this language that gets 
to the heart of Durant’s work. 
The gallery’s introduction 
states, “Many monuments 
neither elucidate the nature 
of the conflicts nor reveal 
the mechanisms of politi-
cal power that form them.” 
Durant argues that these 
mechanisms can and should 
be revealed through art and 
revision and through placing 
our tragedies and mistakes 
where they cannot be ignored.

CAROLINE LUDEMAN
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

NOAH JODICE
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR

ERICA SLOAN
STAFF REPORTER

BRIAN BENTON | STUDENT LIFE

BECCA CHRISTMAN | STUDENT LIFE
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January 27
Volunteer Teach in Thailand for a Year 
WorldTeach

January 28
Collegiate Leaders in  
Environmental Health (CLEH)
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC)

SOAR Leader 
Washington University in St. Louis

Summer Intern Consultant 
Oliver Wyman

January 29
Educational Sales Consultant 
Pearson Education

Legal Assistant 
Davis Polk & Wardwell

Summer Associate 
The Greenlining Institute

January 30
Business Intelligence Analyst 
Hub Group

Michael Kors Summer 2015 Corporate 
Internship Program 
Michael Kors

Performance Analyst 
WUSTL Investment Management Co.

Economic Research Analyst 
U.S. Department of Justice

Information Security College Intern 
+ Others 
Zappos

Communications Intern 
American Red Cross

Financial Management Scholar  
Program
FDIC

Corps Member 
Teach For America

Design Strategist  
Development Program 
Gensler

Market Analyst 
LockerDome

Medical Scribe 
PhysAssist Scribes

Skandalaris Center Summer  
Internship Program 
WUSTL Skandalaris Center

January 31
Consumer Affairs Assistant  
Bank Examiner + Others 
Federal Reserve System

Aviation Support Intern 
Garmin International

Sophisticated Living Magazine Intern 
TWIST

Software Engineer Intern 
Braintree

February 1
Nonprofit Management Program 
Internships + Others 
Children’s Defense Fund

Environmental Intern
Smithsonian

Coordinator, Alumni and 
Development Programs
WUSTL Alumni & Development

Summer Internship Program
Creative Artists Agency

February 2
Assistant Editor
Foreign Affairs

Associate College Admissions Consultant
Cardinal Education

Account Services Assistant (Seasonal)
St. Louis Rams

Featured Upcoming Job & Internship Deadlines

FROM PASSION SPRINGS PURPOSE

FOR RELEASE JANUARY 26, 2015

1/26/15
Thursday’s Puzzle Solved

1/26/15 

HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
the grid above it, 
writing each unique 
letter only once. 
The correct solution 
will spell the 
complete phrase 
along a single continuous spelling 
path that moves horizontally, 
vertically and diagonally. Fill the grid 
from square to square - revisiting 
letters as needed to complete the 
spelling path in order. Each letter will 
appear only once in the grid. 

© 2014 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  visit www.Pathem.com

topic: Supercars

SOLUTION TO
THURSDAY’S PUZZLE

1/26/15

HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
the grid above it, 
writing each unique 
letter only once. 
The correct solution 
will spell the 
complete phrase 
along a single continuous spelling 
path that moves horizontally, 
vertically and diagonally. Fill the grid 
from square to square - revisiting 
letters as needed to complete the 
spelling path in order. Each letter will 
appear only once in the grid. 

© 2014 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  visit www.Pathem.com

topic: Supercars

Pathem   Puzzle Solution

©2014 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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FROM PASSION SPRINGS PURPOSE

My goal... managing a nonprofit that supports women’s advocacy.

Anisha’s advice: “Start early! I would encourage anyone looking for internships  
to have their resume and cover letter reviewed by someone at the Career Center.”

This Week’s Opportunities             Events
Teach For America 

Zappos

American Red Cross
 
Children’s Defense  
Fund

PhysAssist Scribes 

Garmin International 

U.S. Department  
of Justice

Center for Disease  
Control & Prevention

JAN 26
Prepping for the Career Fair 

Teach For America Info Session

JAN 27
Spring 2015 All-Campus  
Internship & Job Career Fair 

JAN 28
Microsoft Coding Challenge

I interned last summer 

with World Food Program 

USA in Washington, D.C.

Being an RA for RuSoFo has been an incredible 
learning and leadership experience.

I also serve as the Treasurer for Campus Y Field 
Day and manage our fundraising efforts.

I currently serve as the Student Director for the 
Social Justice Center on campus.

Bringing my story to life...
During my internship search,  
I reviewed my resume with 
Career Advisor Anu Hittle.  
I began with a list of internships 
I found through the Washington 
Post internship search engine.  
I found the World Food 
Program USA by searching 
nonprofits in D.C.  After 
exploring their website, I found 
their internship program and 
applied. Within three weeks, 
they responded for an interview.
After a phone interview with the 
Intern Coordinator and a Skype 

interview with the Manager of 
Foundation Relations, I was 
offered an internship in May. 

What I did as an intern...
I wrote letters of inquiry and
assisted in the editing process 
for grant proposals. My 
contributions were valued even 
as an intern, and I believe that 
being able to work closely with 
my supervisor allowed her to 
see my dedication to given 
assignments. I enjoyed working
with a small group of interns 
and learning from their 

experiences after graduating 
from college. Being able to 
discuss post-graduate plans 
with those who are in graduate 
school and looking for nonprofit 
work was incredibly valuable. 

My experience take away... 
I enjoyed being able to directly 
contribute to the organizations 
fundraising efforts. After 
graduation, I would like to 
work for a nonprofit focused on 
women’s issues and eventually 
obtain a Master’s Degree in 
Social Work.

 
Anisha Glanton 
2016 | Women, Gender, 
& Sexuality Studies Major

For more information visit careercenter.wustl.edu
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