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Larry Shapiro, the executive 
vice chancellor and dean of the 
Washington University School 
of Medicine, announced that 
he will be stepping down 
from those positions when his 
replacement is found.

A national search commit-
tee, led by Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton, will look for the per-
son to replace the Washington 
University alumnus.

Shapiro can count many 
achievements to his name, 
including winning numerous 
prizes and awards for his work 
in genetics and pediatrics, 
holding membership on vari-
ous scientific organizations, 

and working for renowned 
research and teaching institu-
tions. That work started at 
Washington University, where 
he developed his passion for 
science and medicine while 
studying as an undergraduate.

Shapiro said that a 

developmental biology course 
taught by professors Viktor 
Hamburger and Rita Levi-
Montalcini sparked his interest 
in those fields.

“That course just really 
kindled my excitement in 
science. I entered medicine 

through an interest in science 
and developed my passion for 
pediatrics and children’s health 
care when I was a resident at 
St. Louis Children’s Hospital. 
I tried to combine all of  
those interests over the years. 
I never thought I’d have the 
time to return to Washington 
University, and certainly not as 
the dean,” he said.

Shapiro, however, said that 
he wants to give the positions 
of dean and executive vice 
chancellor to a replacement 
who will have more time to 
shape the school as the field 
of medicine continues to 
evolve and new strategies for 
providing health care make 

With tuition on the rise once 
again for the 2015-16 school 
year, Washington University 
administrators unveiled a 
new official commitment for 
increased socioeconomic diver-
sity on campus, specifically 
through the acceptance and 
support of more Pell Grant-
eligible students.

Last Thursday evening, 
administration announced a 
plan to increase the number 
of Pell-eligible students on the 
Danforth campus to 13 percent 
by 2020. Pell Grants are only 
offered to students from lower-
income families, typically those 
with incomes below $60,000. 
Washington University has 
lagged far behind peer institu-
tions in this area, only reaching 
8 percent of students eligible 
for Pell Grants for this year’s 
freshman class, while other 
schools with similar endow-
ments have a median of about 
15 percent.

Money to fund this new 
commitment will amount to 
$25 million annually, with 
sources of new funds for finan-
cial aid including redistributed 
merit aid, fundraising efforts 
and increased philanthropic 

efforts from each of the under-
graduate schools.

Provost Holden Thorp has 
been working on this plan 
since his arrival at Washington 
University in 2013. He noted 
that this plan took time, only 
reaching a specific commit-
ment now because of red tape 
issues.

“It was a matter of going 
around to get everybody who 

has to do something in order 
to make this happen to agree. 
In a university, that’s a lot of  
different people. That’s why 
it’s taken till now to get to this 
point,” Thorp said.

Thorp also said that the 
University’s priority over recent 
decades had been to build up 
its academic quality and status 
rather than focusing on socio-
economic diversity.

“We had to make sure that 
Wash. U. was a place that peo-
ple really wanted access to. A 
lot of the work that Wash. U. 
has done in the last few years 
has been to make Wash. U. 
as attractive as it can be. The 
fact that people are pushing 
for access to Wash. U. is an 
affirmation of the great prog-
ress we’ve made and work 
we’ve done to make this the 

institution that it is,” Thorp 
said.

The University’s announce-
ment included the promise of  
continuing to commit to socio-
economic diversity beyond 
the 2020 goal. Thorp said 
that although such plans are 
unclear that far in the future, he 
foresees these efforts as a base-
line moving forward.

“Given the level of interest, 

its unlikely that we will go 
backwards [below 13 per-
cent],” he said. “On the other 
hand, the University is around 
forever, so whether or not this 
is something to be sustained 
forever is something to be 
asked of the generations that 
come after us. But I want us to 
get to 13 percent and maintain 

A protester confronts a University City police officer at the Delmar Loop Ice Carnival on Saturday, Jan, 17. As the Ice Carnival 
came to an end, attendees and families on the sidewalks clashed with protesters stopping traffic and marching on the Loop.

MEGAN MAGRAY | STUDENT LIFE

PROTESTERS, BYSTANDERS CLASH ON DELMAR LOOP
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Monday’s “The Prophetic 
Voice: A Time to Break 
the Silence” in Graham 
Chapel marked the 28th 
Annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Commemorative 
Celebration. The event fea-
tured various student and 
faculty speakers, who focused 
heavily on the recent events 
in Ferguson and African-
American relationships 
within the St. Louis area as 
well as on campus.

As senior and Student 
Union President Emma Tyler 
began the program, senior 
Reuben Riggs interrupted the 
ceremony and senior Eiftu 
Haile held up a sign that 
read “#ReclaimMLKDay.” 
Riggs called for the audience 
to observe 4 1/2 minutes of  
silence in honor of the 4 1/2 
hours Michael Brown’s body 
lay on the street. During the 
moment of silence planned 
by activist group STL 
Students in Solidarity, several 
members of the crowd held 
up signs with quotes from 
King and messages about 
racial inequality.

Chancellor Mark Wrighton 
acknowledged in his open-
ing remarks that there is still 
much that needs to be done 
to address the fallout from the 
events in Ferguson.

“Brighter days ahead will 
not come automatically 
from reflection and planning 
alone, as important as that is; 
action is required,” Wrighton 
said. “It is our responsibil-
ity to attempt to overcome 
them within our Washington 

University community and in 
the community around us.”

Student speaker and fresh-
man Julien Reiman spoke 
about his perception of racial 
inequality during his time on 
campus so far.

“Most of the things I have 
seen in this new environment 
have been incredibly encour-
aging,” Reiman said in his 
speech. “But in my first few 
months here I have also seen 
some things that are not so 
great, and you all have seen 
them, too. On every corner 
of [every] classroom and 
quad on campus, racial ten-
sion exists. Everywhere I 
look, people of all races fear 
that both their opinions or the 
color of their skin will incite 
anger—or worse, silence—
from others around them.”

Reiman explained how he 
perceives racism across the 
nation as a whole.

“Here in our city stands 
a perfect example of how 
American racism is not sim-
ply an ideology but a societal 
system that degrades African-
Americans while supporting 
white people,” Reiman said. 
“What is happening just 
down the road as well as 
around the country has one 
clear message: that racism is 
not dead. Instead, it is thriv-
ing everywhere.”

Faculty speaker Kimberly 
Norwood, a professor of  
law and African-American 
Studies, used current events 
to emphasize the differences 
in police and media treat-
ment received by white and 
black people in America. 

MLK Day ceremony 
focuses on Ferguson 
and modern racism
SAM WEIEN
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Dotted line 
represents Wash. U. 
goal by 2020

Dean Larry Shapiro will be retiring from his medical school positions.

JAY MURRY
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shares about 
his unique job 
(Sports, pg 7)
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final season is 
worth finishing
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THURSDAY 22
Department of Classics Lecture
Duncker Hall, Hurst Lounge, 4:15 p.m.
Caroline Bishop of the Department of 
Classical Studies at Indiana University will 
be presenting on “Naming the Roman Stars: 
Philosophy and Etymology in Cicero’s Aratea 
and De Natura Deorum.”

‘Je Suis Charlie’ and The Intersection of 
Religion and Race
Social Justice Center, 7 p.m.
The Social Justice Center will be hosting a 
discussion surrounding Islamaphobia, freedom 
of speech and media representation as it 
relates to the “I am Charlie” movement in Paris, 
the “I’ll Ride With You” movement in Australia 
and the conflict in Nigeria, in addition to the 
effects these have on Wash U. students.

FRIDAY 23
Jammin’ Toast: A Manly Multicultural Music 
Spectacular
Graham Chapel, 7:30 p.m.
All-male a cappella group the Pikers is 
celebrating its 30th anniversary with a song-
and-dance performance. A fireworks show 
will follow the performance on Mudd Field. 
Tickets are $7 with Bear Bucks or $5 cash.

Doug Varone and Dancers present ‘Stripped/
Dressed’—Edison Ovations Series
Edison Theatre, 8 p.m.
Doug Varone and Dancers puts forth a 
unique concept of dance for this evening 
title “Stripped/Dressed.” With Varone acting 
as emcee, he offers an intimate look into the 
construction of his most recent work, Carrugi. 
Tickets are $36, or $32 seniors and $20 for 
students and children.

SATUDAY 24
Gallery Talk: Karen K. Butler
Kemper Art Museum, 1 p.m.
Karen Butler, associate curator, will discuss the 
exhibition From Picasso to Fontana—Collecting 
Modern and Postwar Art in the Eisendrath 
Years, 1960-1968.

CS40 Battle of the Bands
Ursa’s Stageside, 8 p.m.
The Congress of the South 40 is hosting a 
battle of the bands to determine openers for 
WUStock.  Celebrity judges host and audience 
vote decides. Free Fitz’s root beer, Kolache 
and Insomnia Cookies.

Jan. 14
Larceny—Complainant reports his bicycle 
missing from outside Fraternity House 6 
sometime between November and now. Loss 
is valued at $800.
Disposition: Pending

Jan. 16
Trespassing—Complainant reports a 
suspicious subject in the Athletic Complex. 
Officers arrested subject who has been 
warned repeatedly about trespassing.
Disposition: Cleared by arrest

POLICE
BEAT

“It just felt like a 
nice sweatshirt 
and jeans. 
It felt really 
comfortable. I 
mean, it wasn’t 
a Smithsonian-
type broadcast.”
- Jay Murry, Wash. U. 
sportscaster

The Karp Family Quartet, 
a family of string players fea-
turing Washington University 
senior Jonathan Karp, played 
its first complete quartet 
program in the Danforth 
University Center Tuesday 
night.

The group is composed of  
Jonathan, his mother Margie, 
his father Benjamin and his 
younger brother Aaron.

The performance was 
part of the DUC Chamber 
Music Series, a free monthly 
event hosted in the Goldberg 
Formal Lounge.

Jonathan Karp has been 
playing the violin since the 
age of 2, when he used to 
watch his mom give lessons.

“I thought that every-
body played an instrument,” 
he said. “That’s just how I 
thought the world was like.”

Although the Karp family 
has played at various events, 
including weddings and a 
chamber music series in its 
hometown of Lexington, 
Ky., this was its first complete 
quartet program, according to 
Jonathan Karp.

“We played on Saturday 
off campus, and it was a lot of  
fun,” Karp said. “I’m excited 
to play it again for all my 

friends. [Playing with my fam-
ily] is an amazing experience.”

Jonathan Karp’s friend 
and Washington University 
senior Simin Lim attended 
the concert and noted the 
family’s apparent collective 
musical passion and capabil-
ity throughout the show.

“I think it was great. I’ve 
actually never heard of any 
of the pieces, but I think 
they played it beautifully...
His parents are professional 
musicians, so [Jonathan and 
Aaron Karp] grew up with 
music being a big part of their 
lives,” Lim said. “You can 
really tell.”

Freshman Kourtney Kroll 

also attended the show and was 
impressed by the talent she saw.

“I love listening to classical 
music, so it was really cool 
to be able to go for free on 
campus and hear such beau-
tiful pieces. It was impressive 
especially because [Jonathan 
Karp] goes here. Things like 
this just remind me how tal-
ented some of the people are 
here,” Kroll said. “Made me 
wish I didn’t quit the flute in 
sixth grade.”

The DUC Chamber 
Music Series will continue 
with a performance by 
Maryse Carlin and Todd 
Decker on the Harpsichords 
on Feb. 18.

KATIE MARCUS
NEWS EDITOR

Wash. U. family string quartet featured 
in Tuesday’s DUC Chamber Music Series 

She discussed the negative 
portrayal of the Ferguson pro-
testers, in comparison to the 
treatment of white rioters at 
Keene, N.H.’s Pumpkinfest 
and on Ohio State 
University’s campus after the 
school won the inaugural 
College Football Playoff.

“When your friends ask 
you why protesters keep dis-
turbing the peace, ask whose 
peace?” Norwood said. “But 
[if  it weren’t] for the peace 
disturbance in Ferguson, 

would we even know Michael 
Brown’s name?”

Head of the Visual 
Media Research Lab Nadia 
Ghasedi, who planned the 
event, noted that this year’s 
events provided a unique lens 
for discussing King’s legacy 
and the issue of racism today.

“I think [the events in 
Ferguson] did help in select-
ing this year’s theme. It was 
something that was on every-
body’s mind. The event is a 
commemoration of Dr. King 

and his message, so Ferguson 
is certainly related to that,” 
Ghasedi said.

Senior William Waldron, 
who has attended this cer-
emony for four years, wasn’t 
surprised by the interruption 
to the event’s beginning but 
was initially not sure how it 
would be received.

“I wasn’t necessarily startled 
by it,” Waldron said. “The host 
really appreciated it and really 
embraced it to set the correct 
tone for that event. If Dr. King 

was alive and something like 
Ferguson were happening, he 
would definitely not be silent 
on the issue and would defi-
nitely be speaking out about it, 
so I think it was very relevant to 
the legacy he left behind.”

In his comments, Thorp 
announced that the University 
had just approved a committee 
to prepare a one-credit class 
for freshmen about diversity. 
A timeline, however, was not 
given for the implementation 
of this program.

that as a minimum going 
forward.”

Washington University 
Students for Socioeconomic 
Diversity (WU/FUSED) 
had been working on several 
campaigns to get the admin-
istration to make a solid 
commitment but were hoping 
for something closer to 14 or 
15 percent by 2020.

“It’s definitely a positive step 
in the right direction, and it’s 
pretty much what we called 
for, just a little less ambitious,” 
sophomore Tia Caldwell, a 
member of WU/FUSED, 
said. “More pressure is always 
better. We’re still going to try to 
get more stories out there.”

Senior Sonya Schoenberger, 
another member of WU/
FUSED, said she felt that the 
University’s shift in stance on 
the issue of socioeconomic 
diversity has been substantial.

“It’s been really gratifying to 
see the change in the adminis-
tration’s attitude towards us...

to see this kind of change in 
the past couple of years...we 
at WU/FUSED are excited 
about that,” Schoenberger said.

“We actually put out a peti-
tion at the end of last semester 
and one of the stipulations was 
that Wash. U. should be, in 
terms of its Pell Grant percent-
age, at the median of its peer 
group…around 13 percent by 
2020, so it’s cool to see that 
that’s actually going to happen 
according to this plan. I think 
that’s all very good news,” she 
added.

But Schoenberger noted that 
the group has plans to continue 
its efforts in the future.

“WU/FUSED still wants 
to do some digging kind of  
deeper. I think there are cer-
tain programs that need to be 
in place alongside any kind of  
increase of Pell Grant students 
admitted because...if they’re 
going to have double the 
amount of Pell Grant students, 
how are we going to support 

them? Not only in terms of  
their tuition but also adjusting 
to University life and meeting 
their other expenses,” she said.

But even with this new com-
mitment to socioeconomic 
diversity, University under-
graduates will still be paying 
$1,600 more for tuition in the 
coming academic year. 

In the press release on 
Thursday, Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton wrote that the tuition 
increase is natural given the 
University’s goals but has been 
kept as low as possible.

“Our three key goals at 
Washington University 
continue to be ensuring a top-
quality education, attracting a 
diverse student body and mak-
ing it affordable to attend,” 
Wrighton wrote. “As our oper-
ating expenses increase each 
year with customary growth 
and inflation, we also are con-
stantly working to implement 
cost-saving measures and shift 
priorities to allow for the lowest 

possible increases in tuition.”
University officials hail 

this increase as the smallest-
percentage raise in decades, at 
only 3.5 percent, but tuition for 
the past several years has con-
sistently risen by $1,600.

“Wash. U. draws attention 
to the fact that it’s the lowest-
percentage increase ever, but 
it’s because they keep going 
up by the same dollar amount 
every year,” sophomore 
Morgan Hess said.

The required student activ-
ity fee for 2015-16 will again 
be equivalent to 1 percent 
of the tuition, at $473. The 
health and wellness fee will be 
$320. Charges for on-campus 
double-occupancy housing for 
2015-16 will range between 
$9,482 for traditional-style 
and $10,486 for modern-style 
dorms, and underclassman 
meal plans for 2015-16 will 
range from $4,014 for the 
Bronze meal plan to $6,064 for 
the Platinum meal plan.

PELL FROM PAGE 1

MLK FROM PAGE 1

themselves available.
“We are going to have to 

make a number of strategic 
decisions in the next little 
while about changes in health 
care and health care deliv-
ery and changes in research 
programs and directions. I 
thought it would be a good 
time for someone who had a 
longer runway, a longer time 
horizon than I might have,” 
he said.

He is also looking forward 
to having more time on his 
own hands.

“This is a busy job; it’s a 
complicated job because the 
school is very large. We have 
almost 2,000 faculty…[we] 
are important partners with 
BJC HealthCare,” he said. 
“The other activities that go on 

here with our students and so 
forth do take a lot of time…so 
maybe just having a few more 
quiet evenings is something I 
look forward to.”

Nevertheless, Shapiro said 
he would like to remain active 
in the medical community, 
both on the medical school’s 
campus and at a national level.

“I try to provide advice 
and support to a lot of other 
[research] programs here…
but there are other ways in 
which I can really help par-
ticipate in research,” Shapiro 
said. “One thing I would like 
to do would be to hopefully 
more effectively convince our 
government leaders to provide 
more resources to support bio-
medical research.”

With regard to the medical 

school’s future, Shapiro said 
he is proud about the state in 
which he’s leaving the school 
and confident that it will con-
tinue to do well under new 
leadership.

“I think what I’m most 
proud of is continuing the tra-
jectory of this medical school, 
which has been a great medi-
cal school for over a hundred 
years. I’m really proud of our 
programs, our educational 
programs. We still recruit and 
attract the very best students 
in America into the M.D. pro-
gram for the Ph.D. programs, 
our very large combined 
M.D./Ph.D. program. We 
have top-ranked programs in 
physical therapy and occupa-
tional therapy, audiology and 
communication sciences. I 
think most of them are even 
stronger than when I came. 
We’ve recruited new faculty, 
new leadership, new depart-
ment heads that will continue 
to strengthen the school and 
continue to move it forward,” 
Shapiro said.

He is also confident about 
the services and research the 
school and associated hospi-
tals provide, which, in many 
cases, have expanded and 
improved since he took over. 
During his tenure, the Siteman 
Cancer Center, clinical 

practice, research efforts and 
other areas grew significantly.

Provost Holden Thorp, a 
close colleague of the dean, 
holds Shapiro in high esteem.

“I’m a faculty member 
and on the board of  Barnes-
Jewish Hospital, so I spend a 
lot of  time working on issues 
with Larry [Shapiro], and he 
is extremely knowledgeable 
about academic medicine 
and he’s an absolute plea-
sure to work with. He has 
a great sense of  humor, and 
he has a great way of  getting 
to collaborative solutions,” 
Thorp said.

Even though he has 
held positions at different 
national institutions and has 
won awards and high acco-
lades from others, Shapiro 
still maintains a deep respect 
for Washington University 
and wants to see it con-
tinue to improve itself  in the 
future.

“I think, while the fields 
of  medicine and biomedical 
science are really excit-
ing, that people should 
really understand what a 
special place Washington 
University is. It’s got a tra-
dition and commitment to 
excellence that has been 
there since the very begin-
ning,” Shapiro said. 
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With classes starting up again and the weather going from 
winter to summer on a moment’s notice, it’s understandable if  
fashion isn’t the first thing on everybody’s mind. But even when 
you don’t have time for lots of  preparation, you can still impress 
during your first few weeks of  classes, like those featured in this 
week’s Street Style. So pull the clothes out of  your dresser, put 

your hair down and get ready for a fashionable semester. 
– Lindsay Tracy
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Design for America 
(DFA) describes itself  as “an 
award-winning nationwide 
network of  interdisciplinary 
student teams and commu-
nity members using design 
to create local and social 
impact.” It challenges its 
members to create solutions 
through human-centered 
design, a highly researched 
and detailed approach to 
design which focuses on 
socially conscious problem 
solving. Senior Alex Mei 
and juniors Libby Perold 
and Julia Kong began 
their application to DFA’s 
national studio in 2013, 
and Washington University 
received an official DFA 
studio in May 2014.

Each Design for America 
team is comprised of  
members from a variety of  
majors, fulfilling the “inter-
disciplinary” aspect of  the 
project’s vision. 

“We encourage students 
of  every major and level to 
join our studio because we 
want to see from as many 
viewpoints as [possible]...
We believe that everyone 
has important insights into 
how designs are used and 
implemented,” Mei said. 

Participants last semes-
ter represented a range of  
departments, including 
Philosophy-Neuroscience-
Psychology, Biomedical 
Engineering, music, anthro-
pology and International 
Area Studies. Perold 
encourages people who may 
feel unsure about what they 
would be able to contribute 
to reconsider. 

“People hear Design in 
our title and understandably 
back away, because they 
think they need to know 
special computer programs 
or be in Sam Fox….But any 
Wash. U. student can think 
critically, which is what 
DFA often needs,” Perold 
said.

Each diverse team works 
to design solutions in 
whatever form it sees most 
fit. One student group cre-
ated a prototype of  a toy 
called “Healthy Harry the 
Hare” in order to address 
poor nutrition in young 
children’s diets. Equipped 
with recipes that are pre-
approved by nutritional 
specialists, Healthy Harry 
would encourage children 
to eat healthier at home 
in a fun, accessible way. 
Freshman Katie Ehrlich, 
a member of  the group, 
believes their prototype 
“could actually educate 
school children about 
cheap and easy healthy 
meal options. If  we pursue 
our idea, it could even be 
utilized in schools in the St. 
Louis area, making a differ-
ence in real people’s lives.” 

DFA’s idea of  a solution, 
however, is not limited to a 
physical product. Another 
group’s project, “Snap 
Pack,” focused on fostering 

stronger relationships 
between food donors and 
food banks. In the process, 
the group found that the 
relationship they formed 
with a local church was the 
most valuable outcome. 

“Designing is only 
part of  Human Centered 
Design; it’s also about 
learning to have empathy 
for the people in our com-
munity…DFA believes in 
the importance of  build-
ing up relationships with 
people around us,” Perold 
said. 

The groups were not 
without their challenges 
while developing their proj-
ects. One obstacle involved 
devising ways to push 
individual projects into the 
“User Testing” stage of  
design—when a prototype 
is introduced to the pro-
spective community. Like 
with any new idea, human-
centered design will take 
time to garner enough cred-
ibility in the public eye to 

allow for testing in schools 
and other institutions. 

“You can’t meet with 
community members once 
or twice and expect them to 
respect or trust your inten-
tions. Building that trusting 
relationship is an important 
step since it allows them to 
feel comfortable opening up 
about their experiences or 
thoughts,” Kong said.  

In early February, DFA 
plans on hosting a discus-
sion with Wash. U. faculty 
and St. Louis professionals 
on the Ethics of  Human-
Centered Design. The goal 
of  the discussion will be to 
examine the importance 
of  this methodology in the 
larger design process.

Despite the roadblocks 
that the program encoun-
tered in its early stages, 
Perold’s experience thus 
far has been personally 
valuable. 

“DFA has impacted me 
in countless meaningful 
ways. From a professional 

point of  view, I have 
learned the importance of  
working in teams, have got-
ten to familiarize myself  in 
the HCD process—which 
is extremely important to 
know in professional design 
studios—and have met 
students from all over the 
country who share similar 
passions for design and 
social impact,” Perold said. 

In terms of  its goals for 
the future, DFA hopes to 
continue establishing its 
presence at Wash. U. and 
improving the quality of  its 
projects. 

“In the long term, I think 
DFA will be at the forefront 
of  discussion regarding 
design for the community,” 
Mei said. “The organiza-
tion is constantly trying 
new ways to make our 
design process more effec-
tive and more grounded in 
our own user research, and 
I think what we’ll find will 
be very insightful for the 
larger field of  design.”

Street Style: Minimalist 
layers and more

Spotlight on Design For America: Human-centered design at Wash. U.
maisie heine
cONtribUtiNg rEpOrtEr

If  bright pops of  color aren’t your thing, 
color scheming can be a great way to piece 
together an outfit in the morning. Sophia’s 

loosely fitted green and brown ensemble 
makes her anything but camouflage. During 

quickly changing weather, military-style 
overcoats and riding boots are always solid 

choices. An infinity scarf  is another great 
way to add a quick layer of  removable 

warmth.

Sophia Mavrommatis
freshman

With the temperatures a bit higher, you 
can briefly break out those summer dress-
es again! But like Annie, you may want to 
layer with tights and a sweater cardigan. 
If  you have plain tights and shoes, you 
can mix and match with colors, patterns 
and textures as much as you want. Just 
be careful you wear a long cardigan if  it 
looks like a windy day.

Annie Cushman
freshman

Wearing a sweater and jeans, Erin classes 
up her outfit with details. The collar of  

her sweater and her ring add a sweetheart 
look to her outfit, while her watch keeps 

the look casual. Her faded grey wash 
jeans make the purple in her sweater pop. 

Color accents like this instantly make 
an ensemble more interesting, especially 

during the dreary weather.

Erin Sellers
junior

If  you’re feeling adventurous, 
you may want to go for Hanu-
sia’s style. Wearing a sweater 
dress over a long-sleeved shirt, 
Hanusia layers while still keep-
ing much-needed warmth. Her 
purple long-sleeve shirt also 
incorporates a pop of  color, 
which contrasts sharply against 
the white. Mixing the crochet 
pattern of  her dress and the 
solid color of  her shirt adds a 
fun twist to the outfit.

Hanusia Higgins
freshman

Sylvia takes an extreme approach to 
color scheming with this minimalist, all-
black outfit. This ensemble is a great ex-
ample of  what to wear when the weather 
looks ambiguous. Sylvia opts for socks 
tucked over her leggings, combat boots 
and a hoodie. Quick accessories, like 
her necklaces, can spice up your outfit if  
you’re sticking to darker colors.

Sylvia Rosner
freshman
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FORUM

L
ast August, 
the death of  
Michael Brown 
re-awakened us 

to how our justice system is 
failing the black community 
in America. The tragedy 
led us to examine the 
continuous crimes against 
black lives, including Eric 
Garner, Tamir Rice, John 
Crawford and countless 
other individuals who 
died at the hands of  the 
police force, illuminating 
a pattern of  criminaliza-
tion, institutional violence 
and political exclusion 
of  African-Americans. 
Michael Brown’s death is 
not new or unusual, and 
neither is the lack of  judicial 
accountability in this case.

As communities across 
the nation organize to 
protest, demand policy 
change, grieve and other-
wise grapple with Darren 
Wilson’s non-indictment, 
we need to reflect on our 
role as Asian-American 

students in St. Louis in this 
momentous time. While 
other marginalized groups 
have joined the Ferguson 
protests, Asian-Americans 
as a community have been 
largely silent. Police brutal-
ity and state-sponsored 
violence are transnational 
and multiracial issues in 
which we have a stake.

A national narrative 
of  success fabricated and 
spread by popular media 
coupled with discrimination 
toward Asian-Americans as 
people of  color has domi-
nated our history.

Asian-Americans are 
commonly assumed to be 
inherently smart, hard-
working, quiet, passive and 
expected to assimilate to 
American cultural norms. 
These stereotypes give us 
privileges that insulate us 
from being characterized as 
lawbreakers, and we feel the 
need to maintain the status 
quo.

The model minority myth 

gives us this privilege but 
simultaneously oppresses us 
because we have internal-
ized this myth; we see 
ourselves as the “good” 
minority, which prevents 
us from creating solidarity 
with other people of  color. 
Because of  this myth, anti-
black racism and a strong 
belief  in a meritocratic 
society permeate our com-
munity and have been used 
to justify our absence from 
this movement.

We need solidarity now. 
During the civil rights 
movement, blacks and 
Asian-Americans stood 
alongside each other against 
the wars in Vietnam and 
Korea. Now, we must relate 
these historical narratives to 
our own, given our posi-
tion in St. Louis and the 
United States. We are a 
powerful community here, 
as we make up a significant 
part of  the Washington 
University student body. 
We must resist from being 

insular and feeding into 
the model minority myth, 
but instead support other 
communities of  color in 
their struggles. We must 
not let ego, unfamiliarity or 
prejudices hinder our striv-
ing toward allyship.

Being an ally is defined 
as an individual holding 
a dominant identity that 
actively questions and 
rejects systems that oppress 
marginalized populations. 
Our allyship is nuanced 
because we maintain a 
minority identity but have 
power in many circum-
stances that the black 
community does not have—
here we need to step up 
with our support.

We have thought of  ally-
ship in two different forms: 
internal and external. 
Internal allyship focuses 
on developing the self, and 
external allyship involves 
interactions between the 
self  and the community.

“Internal” allyship 

includes:
–reflection, recognition 

and the development of  a 
critical consciousness of  the 
privilege inherent within 
the Asian-American model 
minority status

–self-education by read-
ing articles and watching 
diverse media outlets to stay 
informed 

–developing personal 
opinions on race relations 
issues

“External” allyship 
includes:

–physical presence in the 
protests and dialogues on 
and off  campus

–talking to friends and 
family members—especially 
older generations that may 
not discuss allyship for the 
black community 

Internal and external 
approaches are a start 
to supporting the global 
struggle for black radical lib-
eration. This by no means 
is an exhaustive list of  all 
the ways to be an ally to the 

black community. It will 
always be a work in prog-
ress that will be difficult and 
involve engaging outside of  
your comfort zone.    

A self-identifying ally 
should not feel obliged 
to engage in every single 
action on these lists. Our 
call to action is to ask you 
to engage critically with this 
list, find what best resonates 
with you and engage in the 
movement in the way you 
see yourself  fit.

In Solidarity,
Asian Pacific Islander 
American Initiative 
(APIAI)
Amy Wen, Daniel Sun, 
Delia Shen, Heidi Chiu, 
Madhanamenaka Pandian, 
Nancy Yang and APIAI 
members
Ashoka Exec
PL4Y Exec
Asian Music Association 
Exec
Chinese Students 
Associate Exec

Our call to action: Solidarity and allyship from the 
Asian-American community

OP-ED SUBMISSION

STAFF EDITORIAL

O
n the morning 
of Jan. 7 in 
Paris, two armed 
men killed 12 

people and injured 11 more 
during an attack on the 
office of satirical newspaper 
Charlie Hebdo. By the end 
of the week, a French police 
officer, four hostages at a 
kosher supermarket and three 
suspects in the shootings were 
also killed. 

I am currently studying 
abroad in France and was in 
Toulouse during the massa-
cre. At the time, I didn’t take 
the shootings very seriously—
yes, it was a terrible thing, 
but six people would die in 
St. Louis over the course of  
12 hours just a week later. 
I think I was (and still am) 
desensitized to gun violence 

on television. It wasn’t until 
my hostess came home that 
I realized the weight of what 
had happened. 

“It’s like France’s 9/11,” 
she explained to me. “It is the 
worst terror attack France has 
seen in two decades.” 

The comparison to the 
events of Sept. 11, 2001 
annoyed me. First, almost 
3,000 people died on 9/11. 
Second, to me, the victims of  
9/11 were innocent—they 
were just people going to 
work. On the other hand, 
the animators at Charlie had 
been giving a cartoon middle 
finger to Islam for years. I 
am now shamefully exposing 
my knee-jerk reaction to the 
Charlie Hebdo attacks: that 
the cartoonists somehow had 
it coming. 

For some background, 
let me explain that Charlie’s 
brand of political satire was, 

as a young Frenchman later 
said to me, of “a particu-
lar taste.” The publication 
regularly mocked Muslims, 
Christians and Jews in unde-
niably offensive ways. Some 
particularly objectionable 
cartoons included the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit 
engaged in a threesome; a 
“Shoah” (Holocaust) edition 
of the paper starring a wild-
eyed rabbi; and the prophet 
Muhammad in pornographic 
poses. In America, we are 
given freedom of religion; 
in France, you get freedom 
from religion. To my very 
American bleeding heart, 
Charlie was a vehicle for hate 
speech against a religious 
freedom I held dear.

I wasn’t the only person 
who couldn’t quite swal-
low the publication’s brand 
of humor. The magazine’s 
offices were firebombed in 

2011 after running cartoons 
of Muhammad, and in 2012 
the French government 
shuttered its embassies in 
20 countries in preparation 
for the backlash against 
“Charlie’s” porn-star prophet. 

Charlie Hebdo was by 
no means a popular paper 
in France, either. In 2012, it 
printed about 45,000 copies a 
week; for comparison, Mad 
Magazine’s circulation figures 
were over three times that in 
2014.

And yet, after stewing on 
news about “Charlie” for two 
weeks, talking to friends and 
family in the U.S. and France, 
and allowing my journalist 
self to slap some sense into 
my bleeding-heart liberal-self, 
I feel like a total and complete 
idiot for ever thinking that the 
cartoonists were in any way 
less innocent than the victims 
of 9/11. 

They were political satirists. 
It was their job to be incendi-
ary, dirty and outlandish. It 
was not their job to be politi-
cally correct, humane or even 
nice. France and America 
give their citizens freedom of  
speech for a reason. Victims 
of hate speech have every 
right to protest its incendiary 
existence, but people should 
not live in fear that hateful 
words will result in hateful 
actions.

And here is where I begin 
to struggle again, suspended 
between peaceful protests on 
the streets of my new home 
and fatal ones abroad; my 
desire to say both “Je suis 
Charlie” to my hostess and 
“I’m sorry” to the Muslims 
hurt by Islamophobia; and the 
knowledge that free speech 
may depend on what you’re 
saying. In France, 54 people—
including a cartoonist— have 

been arrested for hate speech, 
anti-Semitism and glorifying 
terrorism since the attacks. 

As an American, I feel the 
need to publicly defend this 
tiny, dumb French paper’s 
right to exist in exactly the 
way it does—as strongly as 
I also desire to clean up the 
media and turn it into the 
beautiful, humanitarian vessel 
that I dream of it becoming. 

I’m pretty tired of the 
violence I’ve seen in St. Louis 
and abroad. I’m tired of let-
ting my brain run on binaries 
all day long. Thankfully, 
because of the time difference, 
I get to go to bed. As I dream 
sweetly of a world free from 
terrorism and sectarianism, 
the Social Justice Center will 
host a discussion on the inter-
section of religion and race at 
7 p.m. on Thursday. Though 
I slumber, I hope Washington 
University stays woke.

Charlie and Me: An American in France, or—’It’s like France’s 9/11’

Pell news should not be taken for granted, but concerns remain

JULIA ZASSO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

A 
week ago, 
Washington 
University 
announced a 

new plan to address its lack 
of  socioeconomic diver-
sity. The University plans 
on increasing its ratio of  
Pell-eligible students to 13 
percent by 2020 and devot-
ing $25 million annually to 
achieve this goal. 

While the administration 
dragged its feet for many 
years coming up with a plan, 
it is encouraging to see the 
University making strides to 
improve this glaring blemish 
on its record. This marks the 
first time Wash. U. has set 
concrete goals, and it comes 
after The New York Times 
in consecutive summers 

publicly took the University 
to task for standing out 
among elite universities for 
its dearth of  low-income 
students. 

At the undergraduate 
tuition panel hosted by 
Alpha Delta Phi fraternity 
and WU for Undergraduate 
Socio-Economic Diversity 
in the fall, administrators 
shared that the University 
has in recent years con-
sciously used its budget 
to improve the school’s 
reputation and construct 
facilities rather than help 
increase socioeconomic 
diversity on campus. From 
the announcement of  this 
plan to bring in more Pell-
eligible undergraduates, it 
seems that the University 

is seriously considering a 
much-hoped-for shift in 
financial focus.

Concerns about how the 
plan will work and affect the 
student population still need 
to be accounted for—liter-
ally. In October, Provost 
Holden Thorp stated that 
$25 million each year was 
too high a figure to devote 
toward scholarships for Pell-
eligible students, but since 
announcing the plan, he has 
stated that “additional aid 
money” would be sufficient 
for the grant. For now, the 
University has not filled in 
much of  the blank on how it 
will generate this “additional 
aid money,” with Thorp 
merely stating that it would 
use additional fundraising 

and redistributed merit aid 
as key sources.

Hopefully, as much as 
of  the $25 million figure 
as possible will come from 
new sources and not cut 
into the current budget. 
The University has touted 
its ability to support the full 
cost of  education for stu-
dents it does admit, and that 
focus should not change just 
because a higher commit-
ment to financial aid is now 
needed. 

The plan also fails to 
acknowledge the impact 
such a shift will have on 
the undergraduate student 
population. Currently, many 
low-income students may 
feel reluctant to disclose 
that they cannot go out to 

dinner as regularly as their 
higher-income peers, engage 
in other activities requiring 
discretionary income or 
sometimes even purchase 
textbooks. 

While the University 
cannot necessarily expand 
its financial aid to include 
these areas, by increasing 
the number of  Pell-eligible 
students, it will foster an 
environment where it is 
more commonplace for 
students to voice that they 
cannot go out to the Delmar 
Loop or other off-campus 
locations regularly. It will 
create a campus of  increased 
financial empathy and 
understanding.

Furthermore, the 
University must recognize 

that its commitment to the 
increase in percentage of  
Pell-eligible students is part 
of  a continued process. The 
13-percent figure will merely 
make the University average 
in terms of  socioeconomic 
diversity compared to 
fellow elite schools, and 
every year up to, until and 
after 2020 should involve a 
re-evaluation of  how we can 
do better. 

One area where Wash. U. 
still sticks out is its need-
aware admissions policy, 
which allows for de facto 
discrimination on the basis 
of  family income. There are 
several areas still with room 
for improvement, and per-
haps the admissions policy 
is the next target.
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1. D’Angelo and the 
Vanguard
“Black Messiah”

Fourteen years of silence 
erased in four days. It didn’t 
feel real. It still doesn’t. But 
here we are, with a new 
D’Angelo album.

The question wasn’t 
whether it would be any 
good—a brief  but masterful 
body of work quashed fears 
of an outright disaster. No, 
the question was whether 
D’Angelo could reproduce 
the otherworldly grooves 
that fueled “Voodoo”’s black 
magic.

He did, but that’s only part 
of  the story. “Black Messiah” 
is forged from the fires of  
D’Angelo’s heroes—Prince, 
Marvin, Sly Stone—and syn-
thesized into something at 
once familiar and alien, but 
it moves beyond “Voodoo”’s 
bedroom-centric fixations.

Where “Voodoo” built its 
loose-hipped jams around 
Questlove’s slack-drum 
patterns, “Black Messiah”’s 
virtues are primarily melodic. 
This being D’Angelo, he 
takes the evolution one step 
further, warping traditional 
verse-chorus structures into 
shapes that fit the contours 
of his singular musical lan-
guage. The album’s pleasures 
are subtle; finding beauty 
in the offhand phrases that 
would pad the arrangements 
for, well, just about anyone 
else.

But D’Angelo isn’t anyone 
else. He finds and produces 
resonances you wouldn’t 
think to look for, refuses to 
give his voice top billing, 
resists instant gratification. 
His songs seep into your 
aural cavities upon repeated 
listens, but never lose their 
mystifying otherness. They 
create spinning color wheels 
of mood and texture, daz-
zling with each rotation. We 
don’t get songwriters like 
D’Angelo often, but when 
we do, we’re reminded of  
just how good music can be.

Each year brings with it a 
new set of  festering wounds, 

and last year’s cut deep as 
any. Albums like “Black 
Messiah,” in their quivering 
beauty, make those wounds 
hurt a little less. 

Welcome back D’Angelo, 
we’ve missed you.

2. The Hotelier
“Home, Like Noplace 
is There”

The stakes are what sepa-
rate good emo records from 
the great ones. Plenty of  
bands can whine their way to 
a Warped Tour slot, but the 
best make suburban ennui 
sound like the apocalypse. 
The Hotelier does just that 
on “Home, Like Noplace is 
There,” turning small-scale 
angst into nuclear warfare.

The trick is that it does 
it without striving toward 
the operatic pyrotechnics of  
a My Chemical Romance 
(not that there’s anything 
wrong with that). It’s the 
feelings that are big, not the 
stagecraft. 

But the set design is almost 
beside the point when you 
have a lead performance as 
electric as vocalist Christian 
Holden’s. His brand of melo-
drama may scan as shrill to 
some, but his gravitational 
pull can’t be denied. It takes 
a special set of  vocal chords 
to tear with this kind of  
heart-searing abandon. 

But The Hotelier’s no 
one-man-show. As a unit, 
the band locates that same 
swirl of  ambition and 
immediacy that pushed 
Titus Andronicus into the 
creative unknown on “The 
Monitor,” its revelatory 2010 
punk opus. The Hotelier 
isn’t thinking that big yet, 
but when it does, watch out. 
Headphones can’t transmit 

frequen-
cies that 

tsunamic.
“Home”’s modesty keeps 

its transcendent vulnerability 
under wraps for a few listens, 
but it’s the kind of record 
that sews itself  into your 
emotional hardware if  given 
enough time. Spend some 
with The Hotelier this year.

3. Swans 
“To Be Kind”

Words really can’t describe 
the scale Swans are work-
ing on these days. Colossal, 
maybe. Titanic. You can 
take a glance at the often 
10-plus-minute (34 in the 
case of album centerpiece 
“Bring the Sun/Toussaint 
L’Ouverture”) song lengths, 
or the vast assemblage of  
instruments listed in the 
album credits, but it’s impos-
sible to comprehend the 
scope of Swans’ achievement 
until you come face-to-face 
with it. Reckon with its 
gothic, ear-splitting beauty. 
You need to be crushed 
and swallowed by the great 
pulsating vortex that is “To 
Be Kind,” the band’s third 
release since reuniting in 
2010. 

That vortex has no peer 
in modern rock, pushing the 
genre’s skeletal framework to 
symphonic heights with its 
bubbling reserves of menace. 
Likewise, major chords are 
all but nonexistent; this is an 
exploration of the punish-
ing potential of  guitar, drum 
and voice. At its zenith, this 
is brutal stuff, but if  you’re 
able to survive the sonic 
onslaught, there’s serenity to 
be found in the darkness.

But the album’s study 
in extremes swings both 
ways, finding ample time 
for quiet—an unsettling, 
ominous quiet, but quiet 
nonetheless. Sometimes the 

quiet functions as a vehicle 
for tension, other times a 
respite. Michael Gira, the 
band’s primary creative 
force, has learned a thing or 
two about dynamics in the 
35 years since he founded 
Swans, and here he explores 
the chasm that separates 
loud and soft in terrifying 
detail.

Though there’s often calm 
before Swans’ storms, make 
no mistake, they want to 
destroy you. This is end-of-
the-world, meet-your-maker 
stuff. Buckle up.

4. Cloud Nothings
“Here and Nowhere 
Else”

Once a purveyor of cutesy 
bedroom punk, now an 
architect of tuneful vitriol 
wrapped in barbed wire, 
Cloud Nothings brainchild 
Dylan Baldi proved his stay-
ing power with “Here and 
Nowhere Else.” Following 
2012’s “Attack On Memory,” 
his stylistic turning point and 
creative breakthrough, Baldi 
sharpened his hooks and 
coarsened his riffs to cathartic 
effect on his second go-round 
with Cloud Nothings 2.0.

Not a moment is wasted 
in watery balladry or avant-
garde ego-tripping. Baldi 
dedicates each note to the 
expression of his endless 
reserves of angst, lending 
“Here and Nowhere Else” a 
furious momentum.

Baldi’s distaste for detours, 
when combined with an 
ear for anthemic, scream-
along choruses, achieves the 
monumental task of making 
the internal social. He may 
come across as a misfit, but 
he can navigate the tensions 
between pop’s inclusivity and 
punk’s insularity with the 
best of them.

As the album format fights 
for relevance amidst shuffle-
happy streaming services, 
Baldi’s sonic argument for 
the long-player—brevity 
and force—may stave off its 
demise. May the odds ever be 
in his favor.

5. Jessie Ware
“Tough Love”

Winner of last year’s 
“unfairly maligned sopho-
more album” award, “Tough 
Love”’s chilly reception 
defies common sense, good 
taste and any reasonable 
barometer of justice. Maybe 
critics were in the mood for 
fussy demonstrations of  
textural virtuosity (*cough* 
FKA Twigs *cough*), or 
perhaps Ware’s instinct-
driven songwriting didn’t 
announce itself  with enough 
ceremony. No matter the 
cause, Jessie Ware was 
robbed of a much-deserved 
commercial and critical 
coronation.

It’s a shame, because what 
she’s after 

here is that 

stomach-churning tingle 
that accompanies love, both 
gained and lost. The kind 
feeling you can’t construct, 
that flees from meticulous 
personas and grand state-
ments. On “Tough Love,” 
she reports straight from the 
gut, tapping into the rhythms 
of a heart beaten but never 
broken.

In doing so, she achieves 
the rare trick of ascribing 
life-and-death stakes to 
romance without over-
shooting her mark. “Tough 
Love” is the rare album that 
feels, rather than describes, 
reminding us why we put 
ourselves at risk for heart-
break time and again. “I 
want to feel burning flames 
when you say my name,” she 
croons on “Say You Love 
Me.” Don’t we all?

by Mark Matousek As we fully move into the new music releases of 2015, it’s hard 
not to look back at some of the greatest albums that shaped the industry in 2014. 
Here is one final recap of the top albums of 2014 (look online for the rest). While 
Cadenza continues to consider and eagerly await 2015’s full-length releases, we 
can only hope that they match the quality of the 2014 offerings.

For the rest of Mark’s ex-
tensive album selections 
from 2014, check out the 

Cadenza section on 

studlife.com
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Like with Bear’s Den 
brunch and frat party 
punch, TV in college is 
about choosing selec-
tively. Winter break might 
have given you enough 
time to binge-watch 
“Breaking Bad” or catch 
up on the latest season of  
“Scandal,” but once Jan. 
12 rolled around and the 
classroom moved from 
“How to Get Away with 
Murder” to your daily 
schedules, it was time to 
excise non-vital shows 
from your small-screen 
diet.

That advice goes double 
for shows past their 
prime—I could have saved 
12 hours had I ignored the 
recycled humor of  “How 
I Met Your Mother”’s last 

season, and my colleague 
Noah Jodice wrote in 
October about eliminating 
“The Big Bang Theory” 
from his weekly view-
ing habits. True story: 
my mom has 42 episodes 
of  “Modern Family” 
lingering in DVR purga-
tory back home on the off  
chance I decide to return 
to the family comedy 
show.

NBC comedy “Parks 
and Recreation” seemed 
a prime candidate for 
this kind of  sad demise 
this year. The show was 
uneven through Season 
6, with stale jokes and 
inane plotlines taking on 
more of  a central role. 
The news that the show 
would have its last hurrah 
condensed into seven 
weeks of  back-to-back 
episodes—its last season 

would thus last about as 
long as the NFL play-
offs—means that it would 
be fair to assume that the 
final hours were worth 
skipping.

I’m here to tell you 
that they’re not, and that 
this season of  “Parks and 
Rec” has brought back the 
laughs—and tears, as I 
learned this week—in full 
force.

After the season’s strong 
debut, I was cautiously 
optimistic about immers-
ing myself  in Pawnee 
nostalgia one last time. 
Little did I expect to 
have to adjust my mental 
ranking of  the sitcom’s 
top episodes, but then 
Tuesday night’s second 
episode, “Leslie and 
Ron,” aired.

It was the most affect-
ing of  the series, which 

is no small task for a 
show in its last dozen 
episodes. Without spoil-
ing too much, the two 
titular characters have 
been feuding since the 
start of  the season—to 
the point that Ron even 
tells Leslie she’s not good 
at scrapbooking—for an 
unknown reason, and this 
episode sees their friends 
lock them in the old 
Parks Department office 
until they work out the 
problem.

Ron, true to his cur-
mudgeonly nature, would 
rather sit in silence than 
talk about his feelings, 
but Leslie annoys him in 
one of  “Parks”’ typi-
cally hilarious montages 
until he agrees to discuss 
their history together. It’s 
mostly a bottle episode, 
and Leslie and Ron have 

the only speaking parts 
until the very end, allow-
ing Amy Poehler and Nick 
Offerman to showcase the 
chemistry that has made 
their friendship pop from 
the show’s beginning.

Leslie and Ben have 
the sweetest marriage; 
April and Andy are the 
funniest couple; Leslie 
and Ann were the best 
friends. But Leslie and 
Ron have always owned 
the show’s emotional 
core, the unlikely pairing 
that worked because of  
a shared stubbornness, 
grudging respect and love 
of  breakfast food.

“Leslie and Ron” is 
“Parks and Rec” at its 
sentimental, comedic 
best: it hits the show’s 
most emotional moment 
since Ben and Leslie sat 
on a small-park bench and 

culminates in the most 
creative television fart 
joke since, well, Jerry’s 
“fart attack” in Season 5.

The episode’s last scene 
could really have been 
the perfect shot on which 
to end the entire show, 
and at that moment, I 
wouldn’t have minded 
letting the last nine epi-
sodes go unwatched. But 
unlike “How I Met Your 
Mother,” whose finale 
really should have faded 
to black about five min-
utes earlier than it did, 
“Parks and Rec” has ulti-
mately earned my hope 
for a similarly sentimental 
final moment.

So bye-bye, Li’l 
Sebastian, and bye-bye, 
“Parks and Rec.” You will 
soon be 5,000 candles, 
125 episodes and one pit-
turned-park in the wind.

ZACH KRAM
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Comedy’s final season hits it out of the ‘Parks’

BECCA CHRISTMAN | STUDENT LIFE
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Washington University 

athletics sportscaster Jay 
Murry knows his perfor-
mance relies on more than a 
smooth voice and a penchant 
for play-by-play. 

“The old saying is for every 
minute of speech that you 
have to give, there’s seven 
minutes worth of preparation 
time,” Murry said, recalling 
his time as a speech teacher at 
Lindenwood University.  

That means a typical 
Wash. U. sporting event last-
ing around an hour and a 
half  requires over 10 hours 
of preparation away from the 
microphone. This is the goal 
that Murry strives for as the 
lead announcer for women’s 
and men’s soccer, men’s and 
women’s basketball, and 
football for the Bear Sports 
Network, an Internet plat-
form that streams Wash. U. 
sports live. 

“Sometimes it’s not quite 
as much, but I do spend a lot 
of hours, many pots of coffee, 
going over statistical trends, 
just trying to find nuggets 
that the fans wouldn’t know a 
lot about, and it’s hard to do 
because people can see stats 
online and they can figure out 
what’s going on,” Murry said. 
“I try to find different things 
that the fans aren’t aware of  

that will enhance their enjoy-
ment of the broadcast, so that 
takes a lot of time to put it all 
together.”

In addition to informing 
fans of the smaller nuances 
of the game, Murry energizes 
his broadcasts by trying to 
emulate the fiery play-by-play 
of NBA sportscaster Kevin 
Harlan. 

“My early play-by-play, 
I listened to my tapes and I 
was pretty monotone. I was 
like, ‘Oh man, I’ve really got 
to change that,’” Murry said. 
“At that time Kevin Harlan 
was doing [University of  
Missouri] basketball broad-
casts, and he was not afraid to 
be energetic, so at that point 
I said I’ve got to blossom 
and come out of my shell as 
well.” 

While Murry’s combina-
tion of in-depth statistical 
tracking and animated play-
by-play is viewed by Wash. 
U. fans, many of Murry’s 
listeners end up being fans of  
visiting teams who are unable 
to attend the games. 

Sports Information 
Director Chris Mitchell noted 
the importance of Murry 
calling a balanced broadcast 
in order to appeal to fans of  
each team.  

“I think he does a good 
job of calling a fair broad-
cast,” Mitchell said. “A lot of  
people that are watching our 

games and listening to him 
are not Wash. U. fans. That’s 
why he does so much prep 
work; he’s obviously familiar 
with the Bears, but he tries to 
do as much prep work as he 
can to get familiar with the 
other team,” 

To Mitchell, Murry has 
made himself  indispensable 
to the Wash. U. athletics com-
munity during his tenure.  

“Jay is very loyal to us. 
Anytime I need him to fill 
in or broadcast a game, he 
goes out of his way to do it,” 
Mitchell said. “I’m loyal to 
him, and I thank him for all 
of  his work for the last six 
years because without him 
our Bear Sports Network 
would not be as successful.”

Murry’s efforts in the 
broadcast booth have 

netted him numerous 
awards, including the 
National Sportswriters and 
Sportscasters Association 
Missouri Sportscaster of the 
Year three times, twice as a 
member of the KWRE-AM/
KFAV-FM Warrenton crew, 
and once more at Wash. U. 
To win those awards, Murry 
beat out the likes of famed 
Cardinals radio voice Mike 

Shannon and Mike Kelly, 
the University of Missouri 
football and basketball play-
by-play announcer.

While Murry is a Wash. 
U. mainstay now, his path 
to the Bear Sports broadcast 
booth was hardly direct. After 
receiving undergraduate 
degrees from the University 

Behind the microphone: Sportscaster Jay Murry brings 
enthusiasm and balance to Washington University fans 
AARON BREZEL
SPORTS EDITOR

Washington University sportscaster Jay Murry annouces the men’s basketball game against the University of Rochester on Sunday, 
Jan. 18. Murry has been the play-by-play announcer for the online Bear Sports Network for five Wash. U. sports for the last six years.

STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE

SEE MURRY, PAGE 8
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Parallel Modes: Illustrated 
Visual Journalism and American 
Photgraphy, 1955–1980

kemperartmuseum.wustl.edu

Pablo Picasso, Les femmes d'Alger (Women of Algiers), Variation "N", 1955. Oil on canvas, 45 x 57 5/8". Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum, Washington 
University in St. Louis. University purchase, Steinberg Fund, 1960. © 2014 Estate of Pablo Picasso / Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York. 

Sam Durant, Proposal for White and Indian Dead Monument Transpositions, Washington, D.C., 2005. MDF, fiberglass, foam, enamel, acrylic, basswood, balsa wood, birch veneer, 
and copper; dimensions variable. Los Angeles County Museum of Art, purchased with funds provided by Allison and Larry Berg, Holly and Albert Bril, Viveca Paulin-Ferrell and 
Will Ferrell, Linda and Jerry Janger, and H. Tony and Marti Oppenheimer through the 2013 Collectors Committee. © 2015 Sam Durant. Digital Image © 2015 Museum Associates / 
LACMA. Licensed by Art Resource, NY.

Joel Meyerowitz, New Mexico, from the portfolio Early Years, 1972. Gelatin silver print, 11 x 14". Mildred Lane 
Kemper Art Museum, Washington University in St. Louis. Gift of Joanne and Douglas Milch, 2003.
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JANUARY

TRACK & FIELD:
      @ Bloomington, Ill. 
      I-55 Triangular, 10 a.m.

SWIMMING & DIVING:
      @ University of Indianapolis/Lewis     
      University
      Indianapolis, 1 p.m.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL: 
        @ #7 New York University
        5 p.m.      
        
SWIMMING & DIVING:
        @ Lindenwood University
        Maryland Heights, Mo., 6 p.m. 

MEN’S BASKETBALL: 
        @ New York University
        7 p.m.
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      @ Brandeis University
      1 p.m.

of Missouri in Speech and 
Dramatic Art, as well as psy-
chology, he went on to obtain 
his masters in mass commu-
nication from Lindenwood 
University. The St. Charles, 
Mo., native and resident 
enthusiastically adopted 
his first broadcasting job at 
Lindenwood as a baseball 
play-by-play announcer. 

“It just felt like a nice old 
sweatshirt and jeans. It felt 
really comfortable. I mean, 
it wasn’t a Smithsonian-type 
broadcast, it was pretty rough 
around the edges, but I felt 
comfortable…It was some-
thing that was a little different 
from what my friends were 
doing, so it just felt right,” 

Murry said. 
Murry took his first job 

with the Bears in 1994 as a 
play-by-play announcer for 
the Wash. U. football team, 
where he announced for two 
seasons before moving on 
to a full-time job as a news 
and sports director at the 
radio station KWRE-AM/
KFAV-FM in Warrenton, 
Mo. 

Following 14 years at 
Warrenton, Murry thought 
his play-by-play days were 
over when he was laid off  in 
2009, but he returned to his 
roots to revive his announc-
ing career and help launch 
the Bear Sports Network. 

“When the economy went 

south in 2008, I was laid off  
in 2009, and the first thing I 
thought of was to come back 
here to see if  there were any 
broadcasting avenues, and 
fortunately Chris Mitchell 
told me about the initia-
tive on the Internet through 
the Bear Sports Network,” 
Murry said. “I was very 
lucky; I timed it very well to 
come back here and started 
with football and everybody 
seemed to enjoy what we 
were doing, so it’s gone on to 
basketball and other sports.”

Murry rejoined the Wash. 
U. sports team in August 
of that same year and is 
now enjoying his sixth con-
secutive year behind the 

broadcast booth for the Red 
and Green. Over a time span 
that includes three Wash. 
U. national championships, 
Murry has called plenty of  
memorable games, but he 
refuses to pick favorites. 

“Each of the 231 Wash. 
U. games that I have broad-
cast has its own special place 
on my shelf  of memories,” 
Murry said. “It would be 
unfair to all of  the Bears 
sports programs to single out 
one game in one sport as a 
favorite when every one of  
my broadcasts has provided a 
high degree of joy and satis-
faction for me.” 

With additional reporting by 
Nick Kauzlarich.

MURRY FROM PAGE 7
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