
Since the death of black teen-
ager Michael Brown in Ferguson, 
Mo., on Aug. 9, perceptions of race 
relations and police brutality have 
become the dominant story in the St. 
Louis region. Protests flared in the 
days following Brown’s death, with 
confrontations between protesters 
and police officers growing violent 
and the nation eagerly tuning in to 
the events happening 20 minutes 
north of Washington University’s 
campus.

On Monday, Nov. 24, in the 

culmination of a months-long pro-
cess, a St. Louis County grand jury 
decided not to indict Ferguson police 
officer Darren Wilson for shooting 
and killing Brown. Announced by 
St. Louis County Prosecutor Bob 
McCulloch that Monday night, the 
decision sparked increased protest 
efforts across the region, which have 
continued in force since.

In the two weeks following the 
grand jury announcement, Student 
Life arranged one-on-one interviews 
with more than a dozen students 
involved in the ensuing protests. 
These students relayed their experi-
ences at various protests throughout 

St. Louis, shared their reasons for 
protesting and voiced their hopes for 
how the protests will evolve within 
the University community.

PREPARATION
At Washington University, stu-

dents returning from summer vacation 
mostly arrived on campus after the 
initial protests had abated. The larg-
est protest activity on campus was a 
walkout event in August that included 
a silent march around campus, with 
smaller Ferguson-based actions 
occurring throughout the rest of  the 

semester.
In preparation for their response to 

the impending grand jury decision, 
organizers from STL Students in 
Solidarity, an activist group compris-
ing students from local colleges and 
universities, planned for another rally 
on campus. But with the announce-
ment not coming until late at night, 
they changed plans and instead 
focused on sending students off  cam-
pus to join community protests.

Reuben Riggs, senior: Organizing 
prior to the announcement, it was 
a lot of  prep work. For me, it felt, 
I really could see the strategy 

behind when the indictment was 
announced and how there was a 
rumor mill started. It was meant 
to drive organizers up the wall, 
basically, and create a lot of  anxi-
ety, always having to rearrange 
your plans, thinking it’s going to 
be this day and then it’s not this 
day, or thinking it’s going to be 
that day or whatever, and it made 
it so that we were constantly 
adjusting, constantly having to 
make contingency plans.

Karisa Tavassoli, junior: 
Because the decision came out 
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Over the past several weeks, WU 
for Undergraduate Socio-Economic 
Diversity has held a photo campaign 
with students completing statements 
on whiteboards to show their support 
for increased socioeconomic diversity 
in admissions.

In addition to the photo campaign, 
WU/FUSED members have asked 
students to sign a petition, which 
has garnered around 500 signatures. 

The petition asks that Washington 
University bring its Pell Grant-eligible 
student percentage up to par with 
peer institutions by 2020, release 
information about different strategies 
for reaching that goal, increase sup-
port for students in St. Louis Public 
Schools to apply and attend, and 
increase financial aid to cover addi-
tional expenses.

WU/FUSED members said that 
they began the campaign and petition 
to show administrators that students 
valued socioeconomic diversity and 

were willing to make sacrifices to 
work toward it.

Provost Holden Thorp attended 
the WU/FUSED group meeting 
Wednesday to discuss the admin-
istration’s ongoing efforts and how 
students can help.

“I think we have built a lot of  
momentum over the last year and a 
half. The work that [WU/FUSED] 
has done has been instrumental in 
that. The way social change happens 
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Students take protests 
to chancellor’s lawn, 
December graduation

Chancellor Mark Wrighton has 
agreed to meet with student protest 
organizers about issues surround-
ing recent events in Ferguson next 
semester.

This meeting with admin-
istrators was one of student 
protesters’ demands of the chan-
cellor and Washington University. 
Despite this demand being met, 
on-campus protests have continued, 
including one this weekend at the 
December degree-candidate recogni-
tion ceremony.

The protests came as a continua-
tion of both nationwide and campus 

protests against police brutality and 
racial discrimination following the 
grand jury decisions not to indict 
police officers for killing Michael 
Brown and Eric Garner over the 
summer. Brown was shot and killed 
in August in Ferguson, Mo., while in 
July, Garner was put in a chokehold 
by a Staten Island, N.Y., police officer 
and died from an asthma attack. 

Thursday’s “Enough is Enough! 
Rally for Justice” lasted for around 90 
minutes, with protesters starting by 
walking through Bauer Hall and Olin 
Library. They then chanted outside 
the chancellor’s house and walked to 
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GRAB THE BULL BY THE HORNS

Protesters block the intersection of Forsyth and Skinker Boulevards on Thursday 
night, stopping traffic for around 20 minutes. Since returning from Thanksgiving 
break, students have increased their protest efforts against events in Ferguson.
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A Nearly Naked Run participant enjoys a post-race ride on a mechanical bull in Tisch Commons Saturday. Runners stripped to 
their skivvies as part of an event for the  Mr. Wash. U. charity competition, which raises money for youth program City Faces.
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the intersection of Skinker and 
Forsyth Boulevards, where 
they blocked traffic for around 
20 minutes.

Senior Reuben Riggs, a 
leader from activist group STL 
Students in Solidarity, said 
that the protest was intended 
to bring Wrighton’s attention 
to the importance of the issues 
of racism and police brutality.

“The chancellor is the 
ultimate authority at the 
University, and we think that 
the University needs to take 
a stance—why not bring 
the fight right to him? In 
[Wrighton’s] email, he said 
that we are fortunate that the 
unrest is not on our campus, 
so we brought the unrest to 
our campus and to his lawn. 
It’s about taking public space. 
This is a public issue, some-
thing people can’t ignore,” 
Riggs said.

According to Riggs, 
the protest began at Bauer 
Hall because a board of  
trustees meeting about the 
undergraduate experience was 
in progress inside the building.

“For so many of us, our 
undergraduate experience is 
cast over by a shadow that the 
University won’t take a stance 
on this. These are our lives that 
are in the balance,” Riggs said.

After leaving Bauer, the 
students entered Olin Library, 
where group leaders called on 
watching students to become 
involved in the movement. 
The protesters also filled the 
second floor’s central studying 
area, continuing to chant as 
some students looked on with 
annoyance while others didn’t 
visibly react. Other onlook-
ers took pictures and video of  
their protesting peers.

Although some students 
expressed unease on social 
media about the protests 
disrupting the studies in the 
library, Wrighton said that he 
was not overly concerned with 
protests in study spaces.

“There are inconveniences 
and disruptions that are associ-
ated with everyday life. We’re 
facing a huge challenge in our 
country. A little inconvenience 
compared to what people 
are facing is not so much to 
take. One of the important 
things that has come from all 
of this is that there has been 
a high degree of conscious-
ness raising, so that everybody 
knows everybody’s affected,” 
Wrighton said in an interview 
with Student Life.

The Thursday protest 
continued to the lawn out-
side Harbison House, where 
Wrighton lives and where the 
protesters continued chanting. 
While there, Riggs reiterated 
the demands the group had 
made at a demonstration on 
Monday: that the University 
release a statement taking a 
stance on events in Ferguson 
and the ensuing protests, 
and that Wrighton and other 
administrators meet with 
members of STL Students in 
Solidarity to discuss further 
demands.

Near the end of the dem-
onstration outside the house, 
Risa Zwerling Wrighton, the 
chancellor’s wife, walked onto 
the porch and told the students 
“done” in response to their 
demands.

After reading the demands 
outside the chancellor’s resi-
dence, the protesters marched 
down Forsyth toward Skinker, 
blocking the eastbound lanes. 
Among the vehicles stopped 
by the march was the cam-
pus circulator, which emptied 
of passengers. The protest-
ers continued chanting and 
marching until they reached 
the intersection.

Protest organizers arranged 
the participants to block all 
four entries to the intersection 
and led them in chants before 
commencing a 4 1/2-minute 
silence to represent the 4 1/2 
hours that Michael Brown’s 

body lay in the street after he 
was shot.

Police maintained a pres-
ence throughout the protest 
to monitor the situation, park-
ing their cars outside of the 
intersection blockade and fol-
lowing the protesters as they 
marched. However, they did 
not interfere with the students’ 
activities.

At Saturday’s graduate rec-
ognition ceremony, a group 
of protesters who identified 
themselves as from the group 
Brown School Students for 
Racial Justice lined the paths 
between Graham Chapel 
and the Danforth University 
Center as audience members 
exited the building. Some 
graduates also participated in 
the protest, holding up their 
hands in the gesture of sur-
render that has come to be 
associated with Brown’s death 
as they crossed the stage.

Krupa Desai, who gradu-
ated from the College of Arts 
& Sciences on Saturday, said 
she thought the protesters’ 
actions were well-executed.

“I think it’s nice to know 
that people are sharing their 
opinions, and they didn’t dis-
turb the ceremony,” Desai 
said. “It was done in a very 
respectful way.”

Participants in both pro-
tests felt the actions were the 
best way to make the issue 
heard by people who hadn’t 
yet taken interest, and many 
stressed the importance of  
interrupting daily campus 
activities.

“It’s really important to 
stand in solidarity here at 
Wash. U. We’re in a bubble 
and so isolated on campus. 
Even though Ferguson is so 
close to us, it sometimes feels 
like we’re in a different world, 
and I think it’s really impor-
tant to remind ourselves that 
this is what’s going on,” soph-
omore Steve Wenzel, who 
participated in Thursday’s 

rally, said. 
“I think the best kinds of  

protests are the ones that 
do disrupt things to a cer-
tain level. If  they’re easy to 
ignore, they’re not working,” 
Wenzel added. “It’s nothing 
more than a minor incon-
venience, and it just keeps it 
in your mind. It makes sure 
these things don’t fade away 
because when people stop 
talking about them, as far as 
people are concerned, they 
vanish. And these issues don’t 
ever really vanish.”

One protester at the gradu-
ation ceremony said that the 
action was intended to disrupt 
and express disapproval for 
the status quo.

“We had one person who 
came through who said it was 
completely inappropriate, but 
we think it is completely inap-
propriate that we treat people 
of color the way that we do in 
this city,” the protester, who 
asked to remain anonymous 
as a show of solidarity with 
the group, said. “This is our 
school; it’s our graduation. 
We want everyone to know 
that it is not OK. That’s what 
protest is about, that the status 
quo is not acceptable.”

Senior Jonathan Karp 
said that he was especially 
impressed by the number of  
students who showed up to 
the Thursday rally and stayed 
to block traffic.

“We did it on [last Monday 
morning] and about 40 people 
joined us, but this was great, 
this was a few hundred, and 
it’s so meaningful...I think the 
student body demonstrated 
today that they’re dedicated 
to this fight and we’re in it 
for the long haul. I’m excited 
to see what comes in the 
rest of the semester and into 
January,” Karp said.

With reporting by Zach Kram, 
Katie Marcus, Emily Schienvar 
and Sam Weien.

CAMPUS FROM PAGE 1

MONDAY 8
Smores Night
Edison Courtyard, 7 p.m.
Sponsored by Social Programming Board and the 
Danforth University Center. 

TUESDAY 9
Gourmet Coffee Bar
Danforth University Center, Tisch Commons,7 p.m.
Sponsored by Social Programming Board and the 
Danforth University Center. 

Moonlight Breakfast
Bear’s Den and Village Grill, 
10 p.m. to midnight
This event is free for students upon presentation of a 
Washington University ID.

Danforth Distinguished Lecture Series 
Graham Chapel, 7:30 p.m.
“The Role of Religion in America’s Broken Politics.” 
Featuring former U.S. senators John C. Danforth and 
Joe Lieberman. Sponsored by the Danforth Center on 
Religion and Politics. This talk is free and open to the 
public.

WEDNESDAY 10
Dollar Dinner
Catholic Student Center, 
6352 Forsyth, 5:30 –7:30 p.m.
All-you-can-eat pasta, salad, cookies and garlic bread 
for $1. Followed by an information session on Catholic 
Student Union positions.

Dec. 3
Informational— A student reported identity theft, but it 
was determined that two individuals names were very 
similar. No crime was committed.
Disposition: Cleared

POLICE
BEAT

TOP: Protesters link arms outside Graham Chapel after the December graduation ceremony as graduates walk from Graham Cha-
pel to the Danforth University Center for a reception. BOTTOM: Sophomore Sarah Nesbitt marches in Olin Library on Thursday 
afternoon during a student rally. The protesters went on to block traffic at the intersection of Forsyth and Skinker Boulevards.

TOP: STEPHEN HUBER, BOTTOM: CLAIRE KOMYATI | STUDENT LIFE

“By that time the 
tear gas was all 
over my face…
everyone was 
coughing and 
stumbling and 
falling over and 
knocking things 
over. I was in 
terrible, terrible 
pain; I couldn’t 
see, I couldn’t 
breathe.”
 - Sam Lai, senior and 
protester in Shaw, Mo.,
on Monday, Nov. 24

SEE STORY ON PG 6
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Israeli-Arab writer Sayed 
Kashua addressed the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict and his 
family’s experiences in Israel 
in his lecture on Thursday. 

Kashua has written three 
novels, a television show 
and a movie and is known 
for his comedy style, which 
often satirizes cultural and 
political issues in Israel. An 
article entitled “Why I Have 
to Leave Israel” published 
in The Guardian in July 
detailed his decision to leave 
Israel and gave background 
to the hopelessness with 
which he views the Israeli-
Palestinian situation. His 
talk was sponsored by the 
Center for the Humanities, 
the Comparative Literature 
department and Hillel.

Kashua, who has spent 
the past few months in 
Urbana-Champaign, Ill., 
as part of  the University 
of  Illinois’s Israel Studies 
Program, was scheduled to 
take a year-long sabbatical at 
the university when conflict 
broke out in July between 
Hamas and the Israeli gov-
ernment. After watching 
the relationship between the 
Israelis and Palestinians for 
his whole life, he decided 
that he no longer felt that his 
Arab family was safe in the 
predominantly Jewish neigh-
borhood where it lived.

“I don’t really have a feel-
ing of  home as a secure 
thing,” he said.

During his talk in Brown 
Hall, he discussed his unique 
childhood experience as an 
Arab living amongst Jews. 
When he was 15, he was 
accepted at the Israel Arts 
and Science Academy in 
Jerusalem, where he lived in 
a majority Jewish commu-
nity for the first time.

“It was so strange. I 
was entering a completely 
new world…My mother, I 
remember, she wanted me 

so badly to make a good 
impression on the Jewish 
kids in the school, she 
bought me pink [sheets] with 
blue whales,” he said

He also talked about the 
history of  Israel’s establish-
ment, particularly during the 
1948 Palestine War, as told 
through his grandmother’s 
eyes.

“[My grandmother] was 
a wonderful storyteller; 
she really was a brilliant 
woman…and she told me 
stories about prophets…and 
also stories about America 
and about a magic box. But 
also a major part of  her sto-
ries were stories about an 
awful war, and I’m not sure 
that I realized then what she 
meant. So she talked a lot 
about the horrible war and 
she talked a lot about the 
day she lost her husband,” 
he said.

After finishing his pre-
pared remarks, Kashua 
opened the floor to ques-
tions. Questions ranged 
from inquiries about stories 
related to his writings to 
his childhood views on the 
world outside Israel to his 
opinions on the state of  the 

Arab world.
Students were generally 

pleased with Kashua’s lec-
ture. Junior Ruby Ritchin, 
co-chair of  J Street U at 
WashU, an on-campus 
group that promotes a two-
state solution for Israelis and 
Palestinians, found Kashua’s 
remarks insightful.

“I really enjoyed his talk. 
I thought he was smart, 
I thought he was funny, 
I thought he pushed the 
envelope and he exposed 
a narrative tonight that 
we don’t often hear at this 
school,” she said.

Nancy Berg, a 
Washington University 
professor of  Hebrew lan-
guage and literature and the 
organizer of  the event, said 
she was pleased with the 
turnout.

“I think it’s unusual for 
people to stay this long this 
late and not leave. I thought 
it was a great turnout for the 
last [week] of  class and a 
very mixed audience. People 
were very receptive to what 
he was saying. I think he 
succeeded in telling his 
grandmother’s stories,” she 
said.

Israeli-Arab writer speaks 
about personal experience
MIKE TOOMEY
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

is that there are a few people 
inside of organizations like me 
who want to do these things, 
but we can’t get enough people 
to agree to do them without 
some pressure from the out-
side,” Thorp said.

“Having said that, there 
are a lot of challenges getting 
people comfortable with this 
idea, and I don’t think there is 
any one person to blame for the 
fact that this hasn’t happened 
until now,” he added. “Wash. 
U. has made some smart stra-
tegic decisions that may have 
made it the place that it is...
those things were invested in 
to move Wash. U. from where 
it was. It’s easy to say that this 
should have been done differ-
ently, but...to say we shouldn’t 
have invested in things when 
we did is kind of false logic. So 
the question is what do we do 
now.”

Thorp said he plans to bring 
the University’s percentage of  
Pell Grant-eligible students 
up to 13 percent to be closer-
aligned with peer institutions 

with similar endowments, like 
Johns Hopkins, Duke and 
Northwestern Universities. To 
do so, Thorp said, $25 million 
per year will need to be reallo-
cated toward scholarships.

He added that the best way 
for students to help achieve 
the goal of increased socioeco-
nomic diversity is to continue 
with efforts of asking adminis-
trators to change policies.

“Sometimes administra-
tors sit in our quiet conference 
rooms and think we know 
what you all want, and I’m 
very skeptical when that hap-
pens if we haven’t asked you. I 
think just telling us directly that 
this is important to you is the 
most important thing you can 
do,” Thorp said.

WU/FUSED member and 
sophomore Lauren Chase said 
that the group’s efforts have 
increased recently in order to 
express the significant student 
opinion on the topic of socio-
economic diversity.

“[Administrators] have 
made a commitment to 

increasing socioeconomic 
diversity at Wash. U. They 
have been called out time and 
time again for having the low-
est percentage of Pell-eligible 
students out of all of our peer 
institutions, and I think in 
order for them to move faster 
and move more confidently, 
they need to see that students 
are supportive of this and are 
willing to potentially make 
some sacrifices in order to have 
admissions be more equitable,” 
Chase said.

Chase said that the group 
plans to make another push 
for petition signatures when 
the spring semester begins. It 
is also planning to work with 
Student Union to pass a resolu-
tion in favor of socioeconomic 
diversity.

The group plans to present 
administrators and the board 
of trustees with the signed peti-
tion, the resolution and pictures 
from the photo campaign, as 
well as personal stories from 
students who come from lower-
income backgrounds.

WU/FUSED FROM PAGE 1

Writer Sayed Kashua speaks in Brown Hall on Thursday night 
in a talk sponsored by the Center for the Humanities. Kashua, 
an Israeli-Arab writer, talked about his childhood experiences as 
an Arab growing up in a predominantly Jewish neighborhood.

STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE
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A
s you may 
be aware, the 
adjunct faculty 
at Washington 

University are preparing for 
a union election in order to 
collectively bargain for better 
working conditions. Some 
of you may not be aware of  
what an “adjunct instructor” 
is exactly. You may be taking 
classes with one, but do not 
realize it. Don’t worry—we’re 
not contagious, though we 
have been spreading rapidly 
in the academic labor force 
since the late 1960s. According 

to statistics released by the 
Association of Governing 
Boards of Universities and 
Colleges, the percentage of  
tenured or tenure track faculty 
in 1969 was 78 percent. In 
2009, that percentage was 33 
percent, which means that 67 
percent were adjuncts, lectur-
ers or otherwise contingent 
faculty of some manner.

An adjunct faculty member 
is a person working typically 
on a six-month to one-year 
contract and frequently 
without benefits. We are not 
professors. We do not have 
the same kind of job security 
or financial compensation as 
professors. I’m not blaming 
professors for this problem—I 

want to be clear about that. 
However, many adjuncts here 
have Ph.D.s and are highly 
qualified, talented instructors 
who devote countless hours 
to give their students the best 
possible learning experience 
they can.

I am one of those adjunct 
instructors and have been since 
the fall semester in 2011. For 
the last four years, I have been 
primarily teaching Writing 1 
while searching for the elusive 
full-time position in a difficult 
academic job market. I love 
my job. Working with students 
to help them develop as critical 
thinkers and writers is reward-
ing, and I idealistically like to 
believe I am helping make the 

world a better place by encour-
aging students to become 
thoughtful, conscientious 
citizens. There are not many 
places in the world outside of  
academia where I can have the 
kinds of intellectual discus-
sions I have on a regular basis 
with students and colleagues 
inside the classroom and 
around campus. In so many 
ways, I am fortunate to be able 
to do something that I love.

However, if it were not for 
my wife making a good living 
as an accountant, I could 
not afford to be an adjunct 
instructor. During the 2012 
academic year, I taught three 
sections of Writing 1, which 
constituted full-time under the 

University’s policy at the time 
(with all the essays to grade, it 
certainly was a full-time job). 
That year, I made $24,000. 
I could probably live on that 
if I had no other choice, and 
some adjuncts, unfortunately, 
are in that unenviable position. 
However, I would have to 
be pretty lucky to avoid any 
number of basic, everyday life 
experiences that could prove 
financially catastrophic, such 
as a significant health problem 
or costly vehicle repairs. 
Adjuncts walk a financial 
tightrope, often with signifi-
cant student loan debt, which 
is why many work at multiple 
institutions just to make ends 
meet. A lack of job security, 

full health benefits and finan-
cial security does not make for 
ideal working conditions, and 
it also does not make for the 
best learning environment.

As is the case in so many 
other fields, the problem in 
academia is not an absence of  
jobs, but the quality of the jobs 
that are available. Washington 
University’s motto is “per 
veritatem vis,” through truth, 
strength. By coming together 
and strengthening our voice, 
adjunct faculty are committed 
to continuing an open and 
honest dialogue about how 
Washington University can 
continue to be a nationally 
recognized leader in higher 
education.

OP-ED SUBMISSION

Bringing awareness to adjunct faculty cause

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Bike-riding students must prioritize safety

H
ello Washington 
University 
community,

I am a St. Louis resident—I 
live just northeast of the Wash. 

U. area and I spend a lot of my 
time biking and driving down 
Skinker Boulevard.

I commute by bike quite a 
bit, almost always ending up 
on Delmar or Skinker. I love 
seeing other bike commuters. 
I love taking my lane. I love 
letting cars know that we’re 

allowed on the street.
I’ve also almost collided 

with a few Wash. U. students 
while driving at night. Every 
single close call was with a 
cyclist who did not have any 
lights, not to mention reflective 
gear.

When it’s dark and rainy, 

cyclists are nearly impossible 
to see until they’re a few yards 
away. Traffic around Forest 
Park Parkway and Skinker is 
already wild as it is, especially 
with the lane shifts and changes 
from Forest Park Parkway to 
Wydown Boulevard. I’ve been 
a part of a lot of close calls, 

and I imagine those close calls 
would be potentially fatal with 
drunk drivers or people who 
aren’t already watching for 
cyclists. I honestly think it’s a 
miracle that in my four years 
here, no one has been seriously 
injured or killed.

Rear lights are really 

cheap—they’re available for 
less than $20. I also think it’d 
be great if the school even pro-
vided some at discount price, 
like they do for locks.

I know the biking is slowing 
down around campus now 
that the cold temps have settled 
in, but stay safe, y’all.

W
ith hun-
dreds of  
students 
participat-

ing in protests responding 
to this semester’s events in 
Ferguson and police brutal-
ity across the United States, 
student protesters are claiming 
a new kind of class is in session 
for Washington University.

Last Monday morning, 
around 60 students partici-
pated in the “Homework in 
the Streets” protest and 
blocked traffic at the intersec-
tion of Forsyth and Skinker 
Boulevards for about 15 min-
utes. Later that day, students 
from the Brown School of  
Social Work and STL Students 
in Solidarity coordinated a 
walkout and “dead-in” that 

included stops in Holmes 
Lounge and the Danforth 
University Center. 

On Thursday, a few hundred 
students marched through Olin 
Library and congregated on 
the lawn of the chancellor’s res-
idence, where they listed two 
demands: that the University 
must avoid neutrality by taking 
a position on the lack of indict-
ment against Darren Wilson 
and that Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton and other adminis-
trators meet with STL Students 
in Solidarity.

This walkout was larger than 
any in the recent past, such as 
the Peabody protests last year. 
While plenty of these student 
protesters were involved in the 
first student demonstration in 
August, it was apparent that 

many more students joined the 
actions last week. 

Whether the protests main-
tain their momentum remains 
to be seen, especially with win-
ter break just days away, but it’s 
still encouraging to see students 
take an interest and stance on 
events in Ferguson and New 
York, where a Staten Island 
grand jury similarly did not 
indict a police officer for killing 
Eric Garner with a chokehold 
over the summer. 

A great deal of students have 
not viewed the student dem-
onstrations kindly, however, 
particularly the decision of  
protesters to occupy the library 
on one of the last days of  
classes. Another controversial 
demonstration occurred out-
side the December graduation 

ceremony in Graham Chapel 
on Saturday afternoon. 

Those disagreeing with the 
demonstrations have said that 
the rallies are causing unneces-
sary disruptions and turning 
people away from wanting to 
join the movement. 

The latter point raises valid 
questions about the most 
effective ways to get Wash. U. 
students active in the cause and 
whether the on-campus actions 
so far have raised conscious-
ness or just turned people 
further away. This concern 
should be a key feature of  
dialogue among protest leaders 
and followers alike toward 
sustaining a lasting movement. 
Protesters must also be open to 
the thoughts of the community 
around them. 

However, there is also a 
pretty fundamental misunder-
standing among some of the 
student body that the whole 
purpose of a protest is, in fact, 
to disrupt people’s routines. 
Missing out on 15 minutes 
of studying is an incredibly 
minimal sacrifice compared 
to the issues of police brutality 
and racism that organizers are 
emphasizing—a sentiment 
Wrighton himself expressed in 
an interview with Student Life 
on Friday. Rather than express-
ing immediate dismay with 
tactics of protesters, irritated 
and upset students should try 
to understand the valuable 
messages behind this brand of  
activism. 

Indeed, breaking the 
metaphorical “Wash. U. 

bubble” can happen within the 
confines of our own campus. 
Student activists are bringing 
issues to other students that are 
otherwise all too easy to dodge. 
They are also willing to endure 
the sometimes reasonable but 
often derogatory backlash 
against them.  

It’s important to remember 
that although the protests 
have illuminated a divide on 
campus, they have brought a 
plethora of people together. 
Rather than being perceived as 
an inconvenience, the protests 
should instead be seen as a 
learning experience and an 
opportunity for our University 
community to resolve tough 
questions.

The unrest is on campus, 
and it’s not a bad thing.

STAFF EDITORIAL

Dialogue is welcome, but activism is not an inconvenience 

C
hancellor Mark 
Wrighton released 
a statement on 
the Wash U 

Voices website Friday with 
the message, “we agree.” 
The Washington University 
contingent of STL Students 
in Solidarity is hesitant to 
accept that claim. We thank 
Chancellor Wrighton for 
accepting our demand for a 
meeting in January to discuss 
more detailed and tangible 
demands with the Washington 
University administra-
tion. However, we find the 
Chancellor’s response to the 
protest on campus Thursday 

night to be inadequate. 
The meeting was just one 

of our demands. We also 
demanded that Washington 
University make a public 
statement regarding the 
University’s stance on the 
events of Ferguson and the 
protests that have followed. 
By remaining neutral, 
Washington University has 
chosen complacency in a 
time of urgency. We ask the 
Chancellor to make clear the 
University’s stance, either 
supporting or condemning the 
recent grand jury decision not 
to indict Darren Wilson for 
the killing of Michael Brown, 
the nature of police brutality 
against people of color and 
racial inequity in the St. Louis 
community and across the 

United States. STL Students 
in Solidarity demands that our 
universities and our police do 
better and be better to protect 
the lives of people of color in 
our region and beyond.

We look forward to the 
upcoming meeting. In the 
meantime, we challenge 
the administration, and the 
Chancellor himself, to begin 
to look at how our University 
implicitly contributes to 
inequity in the St. Louis 
region. Finally, STL Students 
in Solidarity believes that 
black lives matter. Chancellor 
Wrighton has yet to acknowl-
edge the value of black life. 
So, in the name of productive 
meetings, let us ask ourselves 
before January: “Do we 
agree?”

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Neutrality is a fallacy
EDITORIAL CARTOON

ALEX BERGER | STUDENT LIFE
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With the undefeated and 
fourth-ranked Washington 
University men’s basketball 
team leading 19-2 in the open-
ing minutes against a winless 
Trinity University team, the 
Bears figured to cruise to 
their 32nd consecutive Lopata 
Classic victory.

But Trinity (0-7 record) 
mounted a furious come-
back that fell just short after a 
jumper from Wash. U. junior 
guard Luke Silverman-Lloyd 
broke a 75-75 tie with 31 sec-
onds left, giving the Bears (8-0) 
a 79-77 win on Saturday at the 
Field House. 

The Bears routed the Uni-
versity of La Verne, 83-48, in 
the first game of the Lopata 
Classic before the nail-biter 

against Trinity. Despite 
being early in it schedule, 
Wash. U. has already mixed 
five double-digit wins with 
two close scares.

After jumping out to a 14-0 
lead to start the game against 
Trinity, the Red and Green 
held off a late Tiger push to 
lead 43-36 at halftime. 

“The biggest thing we were 
missing in the first game was 
aggression, so this game we 
came out motivated and ready 
to go, which lead to the huge 
lead in the beginning of the 
first half,” senior forward Matt 
Palucki said. 

To start the second half, 
though, Trinity forced three 
key turnovers to ignite a 9-0 
run that gave the road team its 
first lead of the game at 45-43. 
The Bears and Tigers then 
grappled for the upper hand, 

as the lead changed six times 
after Trinity caught up to the 
Red and Green. 

With the Bears trailing 
75-72 with 1:25 to go, Paluki 
sank a three-pointer to tie the 
game, and then he blocked 
a Trinity shot attempt on the 
other end of the floor to give 
the ball back to the Bears with 
a chance to regain the lead. 
After Silverman-Lloyd sank 
a jumper to give the Bears 
the lead, the Red and Green 
forced a stop on defense and 
Palucki iced the game by scor-
ing his 27th and 28th points of 
the night on free throws. 

Wash. U. withstood a 
shooting barrage from Trin-
ity in the second half, as the 
Tigers shot 5 of 7 from behind 
the arc and 71.4 percent from 
the field.  

“After halftime, they 

made it a game,” senior guard 
David Fatoki said. “We knew 
that it was going to be a dog-
fight because they starting 
making up ground at the end 
of the first half.” 

Trinity ran a 2-3 zone on 
defense, which led to a strate-
gic adjustment by the Bears.

“It wasn’t so much the mis-
takes that hurt us but [Trinity’s] 
execution,” head coach Mark 
Edwards said. “We switched 
to a smaller lineup so that we 
could have more shooters and 
we could defend their shooters 
more easily.” 

Even though the Bears 
needed heroics to pull out 
the victory over a winless 
Trinity team, Edwards com-
mended the team’s toughness 
and ability to make big shots 
down the stretch. 

“We played like a team that 

is 8-0,” Edwards said. “Every 
game is a challenge. We 
respected this team and even 
though the game was close, we 
came out with the win. Luke 
[Silverman-Lloyd] and David 
[Fatoki]—they all made a 
contribution, made threes that 
helped us win the game.”

The first win of the Lopata 
Classic was much easier to 
come by for the Red and 
Green as Wash. U. dismantled 
La Verne. The Bears cruised to 
their first victory of the week-
end after going on a 22-7 run 
to end the first half with a 
commanding 39-22 lead. In 
the second half, the Bears 
outscored La Verne 44-26 to 
finish off the convincing win.  

Silverman-Lloyd led the 
Bears with 15 points while 
Palucki tallied 14. Freshman 
forward Matt Highsmith 

grabbed a team-high seven 
rebounds off the bench and 
Fatoki dished out six assists 
against La Verne. 

By averaging 21 points 
and 4.5 rebounds in the tour-
nament, Palucki was given the 
Robert L. Burnes Most Valu-
able Player Award. Fatoki 
also made the all-tourna-
ment team for the Red and 
Green, totaling 26 points and 
15 assists in the two games, 
along with zero turnovers, in 
56 minutes of play. 

The Bears conclude their 
nonconference schedule with 
three more games, includ-
ing one at home against No. 
9 Illinois Wesleyan Univer-
sity, before starting their 
University Athletic Associa-
tion conference slate on Jan. 
10 against No. 17 University 
of Chicago. 
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SPORTS
Men’s basketball survives upset scare, record now 8-0

WEBER GAOWEN
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE

LEFT: Junior guard Luke Silverman-Lloyd receives the ball in the first half of the Bears’ game against Trinity University on Saturday. Silverman-Lloyd made the game-winning jumper with 31 
seconds left as Wash. U. won by two points. RIGHT: Senior Forward Matt Palucki passes the ball against Trinity.  Palucki led the team with 28 points and made 12 out of 13 free-throw attempts.

Entering its weekend 
matchup against Loras 
College, the Washington Uni-
versity women’s basketball 
team had dominated its oppo-
nents, winning all of their five 
games by 23 or more points. 
Saturday’s afternoon con-
test proved no different as the 
No. 5 Bears easily handled the 
Duhawks in a 78-51 rout at the 
Field House. 

Unlike last week’s game 
against Illinois Wesleyan 
University, which forced the 
Red and Green to battle back 
from a first-half deficit, Wash. 
U. jumped out to a 40-21 
halftime lead against Loras, 
though a scrappy Duhawks 
team was initially able to keep 
the game close at 17-13 after a 
string of turnovers and fouls 
from the Bears. 

But a fast-paced Bears 
offense allowed the home 
team to open up a bigger lead.

“We knew that they play a 
great defensive system,” head 
coach Nancy Fahey said. “So I 
really felt that it was our tempo 
that helped us a lot, just keep-
ing the game loose up and 
down. I didn’t really want 
to get into a half-court brawl 
with them because they are so 
solid.”

With under 10 minutes 
left in the first half, a layup 
by senior forward Melissa 
Gilkey sparked a 10-0 run for 
the Bears. After the Duhawks 
trimmed the deficit to 31-21, 
the Bears went on another run 
with nine unanswered points 
to finish off the half. 

The Red and Green went 
into the locker room with a 
robust lead even with Gilkey, 
the team’s leading scorer, 
shooting only 1 of 6 from the 
field. Wash. U. used a tena-
cious defensive effort to force 
a whopping 17 turnovers in 
the first half.  

In the second half, Gilkey 
found her rhythm, scoring 20 

points on an 81.8 field-goal 
percentage. Gilkey recovered 
from her slow start to finish 
the game with 24 points, for 
the second consecutive game, 
along with seven rebounds. 
Gilkey deflected credit to her 
teammates for her improved 
shooting percentage in the sec-
ond half. 

“When we run our offense, 
different people are open and 
different people are feeling it 
every game, and I guess my 
teammates were able to find 
me,” Gilkey said.

Despite Gilkey’s hot shoot-
ing, the Duhawks were able 
to keep pace and narrowly 
trimmed the deficit to 16 
points, which didn’t surprise 
Fahey. 

“I know Loras, I know 
their program, and I know 
their coach and there was no 
doubt they were going to come 
back with fire,” Fahey said. 
“Two of their top players were 
in foul trouble so they were 
coming back. I figured that 

was going to be a big punch so 
by no means were we thinking 
that it wasn’t going to be a bat-
tle for 40.”

However, in what has 
become a common theme this 
year, the Wash. U. bench took 
control at the end of the game 
to extend the lead with the 
contest well in hand. Senior 
center Steph Vukotic provided 
six points and six boards off 
the bench while sophomore 
guard Erika Hunt chipped in 
with eight points.

Throughout the game, the 
Bears controlled the paint and 
outscored the Duhawks 40-18 
inside. Wash. U.’s strong 
interior presence yielded 21 
offensive rebounds, which led 
to 31 second-chance points. 
The Red and Green were 
also able to take advantage of 
a bevy of turnovers, turning 
them into 17 points. 

The Bears return to action 
when they travel to Webster 
University (5-3 record) as they 
look to improve to 7-0.  

Women’s basketball notches another blowout win at home
AARON BREZEL
STAFF REPORTER

STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE

Jordan Thompson dribbles the ball down the court in the Bears’ 78-
51 win over Loras College. Thompson led the team with five assists.

Swimming sweeps Wheaton Invite for third straight year

For the third consecutive 
year, both the Washington 
University men’s and women’s 
swimming teams took first 
place in the Wheaton Invita-
tional on Friday and Saturday 
in Wheaton, Ill. 

In a field of 10 teams, the 
men’s team (1,135.5 points) 
won comfortably over the 
University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater (647.5), while the 
women’s team (1,106) dom-
inated runner-up and host 
Wheaton College (683). 

The Red and Green 
notched 23 B-cut times on Fri-
day and 19 more on Saturday 
to earn 42 provisional NCAA 
qualifying times. 

“The players were ready to 
swim fast. This was a meet that 

we had circled on our calendar 
to win since the beginning of 
the season, and we did that,” 
head coach Brad Shively said. 

For the men’s team, soph-
omore Justin Morrell had a 
torrid weekend by winning 
multiple races. Morrell raced 
to a school record with a win-
ning time of 44.17 seconds in 
the 100-yard freestyle, and he 
also placed first in the 50 free-
style and the 200 freestyle. 

On top of that, Morrell was 
also a part of two winning 
relay teams. In the 400-med-
ley relay, Morrell teamed up 
with junior Reed Dalton, 
sophomore Reese Frerichs 
and freshman Ross Brown 
for a 3:19.58 B-cut time to set 
a meet record. Then, Mor-
rell anchored the winning 
200-medley relay team that 
included junior Kaisen Yao, 

sophomore Michael Lagieski 
and Dalton. 

Dalton also had a record 
day, as he nabbed a school 
record in the preliminaries of 
the 100 butterfly with B-cut 
time of 48.00 seconds before 
winning the event in 48.72. 

On the women’s side, junior 
Kristalyn McAfee highlighted 
an impressive performance for 
the Bears. 

McAfee won the 100 free-
style in 52.06 to lead a first 
through fifth place sweep for 
the Red and Green, and she 
was a part of two relay teams 
that set meet records. The 
team of McAfee, junior Katie 
Anderson, junior Sophie 
Gan and freshman Niamh 
O’Grady finished first in the 
400-medley relay, and McAfee, 
junior Grace Counts, sopho-
more MariMac Collins and 

freshman Nicole Zanolli placed 
first in the 800-freestyle relay. 

Other notable individual 
event winners include Col-
lins, who raced to first in the 
200 freestyle, and Zanolli, 
who triumphed in the 1,650 
freestyle. Zanolli was one of 
several freshmen that senior 
Sara Taege highlighted as top 
performers in the team’s first 
races since Nov. 22.

“For the freshmen, it was 
the first time we got to watch 
them race rested in a cham-
pionship-type meet, so being 
able to watch them step up to 
the plate and rise to the occa-
sion at a meet where we were 
reigning champs was really 
great,” Taege said. 

While the swim team was 
racking up school records in 
Wheaton, the diving team par-
ticipated in the Pioneer Classic 

in Grinnell, Iowa on Friday 
and Saturday.

On Friday, sophomore 
Emily Ramos came away vic-
torious in the 3-meter diving 
with a season-best score of 
365.80 while freshman Laura 
Barber (364.50) garnered the 
best finish for the Bears on Sat-
urday as she took second place 
in the 1-meter diving.

For the men, freshman 
Ryan Nathenson (283.40) 
notched fourth place on Fri-
day and then led the Red and 
Green with a fifth-place finish 
on Saturday.  

In what was the diving 
team’s first time competing in 
the Pioneer Classic, Shively 
was pleased with how the team 
made the most out of its new 
opportunity. 

“I know they were excited 
about the opportunity to get 11 

dives on both boards, and there 
aren’t that many meets where 
we have those opportunities, 
so I know they were excited 
about that and they posted 
some great scores,” Shively 
said. 

The Bears don’t return to 
the pool until Jan. 10 when 
they host the WU Invita-
tional, which will serve as a 
stepping-stone for the Uni-
versity Athletic Association 
Conference Championships 
in February.

“Yes, we had some great 
races and we accomplished 
two phenomenal wins, so now 
we need to go even further 
and swim even faster. It was 
very encouraging for our next 
round of training that we’re 
going to go into, and it builds 
momentum to conference,” 
Taege said. 

NICK KAUZLARICH
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR
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SCENE
it so that we were constantly adjusting, con-
stantly having to make contingency plans.
Karisa Tavassoli, junior: Because the decision 
came out so late in the evening, we decided 
to have a mass meeting in the [Danforth 
University Center] to go over some safety tips 
and organize rides to get people out into the 
streets.
Riggs: Our plan was always to send people out 
to the hotspots, so we wanted to rally and then 
send people out. But we also recognized that in 
order to have a rally on campus, we needed peo-
ple to feel the weight of the political moment, 
i.e., the announcement needed to have been 
made by then because otherwise people might 
still be, well, we don’t know if he’s indicted or 
not—although we were pretty certain that he 
would not be. 
David Dwight, senior: When the decision was 
announced, when it was going to be released, 
we quickly had a meeting, decided to change 
[the rally] to the mass meeting for the greater 
student body so that people could really be 
informed, know what they’re doing before 
they go into these situations—these protest 
situations—knowing the hand signals, first aid, 
things like that.
Riggs: We wanted to accomplish the second 
part of what the rally was supposed to do, 
which was get people connected to each other, 
carpooling, finding out ways to get out there, 
and I think actually it worked out better because 
while a lot of us had been through a lot of train-
ings and everything, for the general student that 
wasn’t something that they had been through, 
and we gave the most abridged version of all 
these trainings that people have been going 
through.

FERGUSON, MONDAY
As the grand jury announcement grew imminent, 

news organizations across the country turned their 
cameras to Ferguson, where a crowd was gather-
ing outside the Ferguson Police Department. This 
area had been home to some of  the worst violence 
and clashes between protesters and police officers in 
August, and with many in the crowd, including a 
contingent of  Wash. U. students, expecting the grand 

jury to return a non-indictment decision, tensions were 
high.

Sam Lai, senior: We got there basically just 
before the announcement, and the atmosphere 
was very, really tense.
Jacqui Germain, senior: The grand jury 
decision came out at 8 [p.m.], and people were 
huddled around cars, around phones, trying as 
hard as they could to hear things. 
Will Waldron, senior: We were kind of sitting 
around, doing some chants, but nothing really 
too much. But people still had hope that the 
indictment would be called back and we could 
turn the protest into a celebration of sorts.
Germain: The crowd was dead silent trying to 
hear the indictment announcement, and then 
at the same time, the exact same time across 
the crowd, we all just started talking and yelling 
and screaming and moving toward the police 
department and trying to see what’s going on. 
It was this very sudden, almost coordinated 
reaction, and the energy spiked really, really 
suddenly because it was this moment that all 
of us had been waiting for for months, right? 
You could feel the crowd surge as soon as it was 
said.
Waldron: The radio broadcast kept going, we 
heard “no indictment,” and then the chants 
became much louder and just a lot more things 
happening in general.
Germain: We didn’t even listen to the whole 
thing—as soon as we heard non-indictment, 
as soon as we heard him say something about 
Darren Wilson not being indicted, the whole 
crowd—the whole crowd—just erupted.
Lai: We heard, like, popping, gunshots or 
something, and I saw someone crash a window 
with a chair, and then we were like, all right, it’s 
time to go.
Germain: I think the first thing that happened 
was gunshots went off, and to be completely 
honest, I wasn’t close enough so I don’t know 
who shot them. After that happened, that’s 
really when the police started moving in on pro-
testers who were—I mean, we were all upset, 
right? But we were not being violent at all. But 
shortly after that, there was tear gas.
Jonathan Karp, senior: Things were pretty 
hectic and a little chaotic. The crowd had sort 
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of split in two. There was a group that was out 
in front of the police department and there 
was another that had gone a little bit down the 
street. I was with a few others and we were 
beginning to walk down the street to find a few 
other of our friends. That’s when the tear gas 
canisters started flying.
Riggs: What I saw was the police start making 
really loud noises, and it sounded like a gun-
shot, and then that sent people running. With 
the movement, the police threw tear gas, which 
created more chaos.
Karp: I don’t know if you’ve seen videos, but 
they are shot out of these large trucks. You see 
a stream of light and then they hit you with the 
gas. They started shooting tear gas everywhere. 
Lai: There was this moment where we started 
hearing screaming and gunshots, and then we 
turned and basically we looked back and there 
was just smoke—you couldn’t see anything, 
there were lights everywhere, but we didn’t 
know from where. It was just chaos.
Abadir Barre, law student: We cut back onto 
Florissant, the main road, and right when we 
got there, people were shaking this police car 
that was parked there, and then somebody lit 
it on fire, right in front of us…People stepped 
back, kind of cheering, kind of yelling epithets 
at the police and all that.
Waldron: There was a car that drove through 
the crowd. It didn’t hit any protesters; [it] was 
just kind of driving through. Then there was 
an argument that broke out between the driver 
and one of the protesters about the driver of  
the vehicle kind of [having] a violent agenda, 
and one of the protesters that was arguing with 
this driver had a peaceful agenda. They had 
an argument about, “why are you calling for 
violence,” “well, your way isn’t doing anything 
so we’ve got to force things.”
Barre: It wasn’t very organized—it was actu-
ally not what I was looking for. I had been 
in protests before in Oakland, and they were 
more organized, more people demanding 
something from the police or authorities; there 
was usually a march. But here, it was kind of  
strange. People were just in front of the police 
station, kind of chanting, kind of showing their 
frustration, or you have little groups of people 
just running around, for lack of a better word, 
I don’t want to say starting s---, but you know, 
setting this police car on fire or throwing a stone 
here and there.

Riggs: I was working with the group called 
the Organization for Black Struggle; I’ve been 
working with them for a while, for a couple 
years now. They had me kind of observing 
things, kind of stepping back, and they basically 
had a team that was dedicated to following 
everything that was happening.
Lai: There was a lot more people who weren’t 
affiliated with this organization who just kind 
of showed up, and nobody in the organization 
knew who they were. They hadn’t been to train-
ing; they were just there.
Waldron: I see looting begin with a group of  
protesters breaking into a store—I think it was 
like a pizzeria or like a restaurant, I think—
through the window. After they broke through 
the window, I saw some tear gas get thrown, 
and then after that it was all like a blur.
Germain: It got to the point where you couldn’t 
tell if being there was productive anymore 
because the police were so bent on getting 
everyone out that they were going to do what-
ever they needed to.
Riggs: After things got really hot, the OBS and 
[Hands Up United] made the call to pull people 
back, and I pulled Wash. U. kids out and sent 
them to Shaw. 
Camille Borders, freshman: Some Wash. U. 
students came by, and they said that Wash. U. 
was pulling out because I guess that Reuben 
[Riggs] and other people had called for us to 
leave the protest because it was getting heated, 
which means it was getting kind of dangerous 
to be there—dangerous in the context not really 
of the protesters but of the police reactions to 
what was going on.
Lai: I never felt like I was in danger from 
anyone, like not even really the police, just 
because of what I look like and I was wearing 
a backpack—I didn’t feel in danger at all. We 
walked right past police, we walked right past 
looters and none of them paid any attention 
to us. I never felt personally at risk though the 
situation was violent.
Karp: We ran up the side street. I was pretty 
lucky because I had a bandana and somebody 
had given me goggles. It was difficult to breathe, 
but I didn’t get as directly hit as some other 
people. So we ran up the side street and we 
were able to catch our breath and people were 
flushing out their eyes. 
Borders: As we were walking back up the hill, 
they continued to throw tear gas up the hill, 
and that’s when I really freaked out because I 
couldn’t see anything and my eyes were water-
ing and my throat was on fire.
Karp: There were students who were directly 
hurt and were very distressed and scared. One 
thing that tear gas does is that it’s a very disori-
enting experience: difficult to see, difficult to 

breathe and things are flying all around you.
Barre: We walked back on Florissant towards 
our car, and then we saw a second police car on 
fire. We watched that for a little bit, and then 
police came, tear gas again, trying to get people 
to disperse—pretty effective in doing that. 
Borders: I’m still very shaken up. You know 
that things happen, but the other protests I 
went to were very peaceful—[at] the Ferguson 
October one, I didn’t see any police.
Senit Kidane, junior: One of the moments that 
really sticks with me was we went kind of into 
a back parking lot behind the shops to get away 
from tear gas, and I was cleaning this lady’s 
eyes out and she was crying and saying that she 
can’t see. A few yards down the road, you see 
a group of cops who are just hanging out and 
chilling and making jokes like they don’t see this 
woman crying. It was angering to see. 
Borders: I had already cried so many times that 
night already, hearing the decision, then when 
we first got to Ferguson and seeing the frustra-
tion and how upset everyone was—that was 
very emotionally exhausting.
Karp: I was scared, but really I was really more 
angry just because I didn’t understand why it 
was happening. I didn’t hear any warnings and 
I knew my friends and I had not done anything 
wrong or anything illegal.

SHAW, MONDAY
At the meeting in the DUC, students with less 

protest experience were encouraged to go to Shaw, 
where black teenager Vonderrit Myers was killed by 
a police officer in October. While much of  the news 
coverage in the hours immediately after McCulloch’s 
announcement focused on Ferguson, Shaw was home 
to a more peaceful march up Grand Boulevard, which 
protesters took on their way toward, and eventually 
onto, Interstate 44.

Cameron Kinker, junior: We got there at 8 
[p.m.], right at the beginning of the press confer-
ence. We went to a church basement on South 
Grand and listened to Bob McCulloch’s press 
conference.
Keaton Wetzel, senior: In the basement is 
where we all, along with probably 50 other 
people, sat around a radio and listened to the 
announcement being made.
Sarah Taylor, sophomore: When [McCulloch] 
said the decision, it was very emotional. A 
lot of people were crying…Right after that, 
we turned it off. We turned off the recording 
because McCulloch kept talking about it and 
nobody really wanted to hear it after that. We 
had 4 1/2 minutes of silence for Mike Brown. 
A few minutes after that, we started gathering 
outside and started to walk out onto Grand 
Boulevard.
Wetzel: Shaw on Monday was incredibly 
positive, civil; it was very empowering…every-
body felt very emotional but very civil and 
disobedient.
Taylor: There was really more of a sense of  
togetherness…it was a feeling like, this has been 
really tragic, we were just crying a few minutes 
ago, but now we’re all getting together and 
we’ve got this huge group of people, and we’re 
all united in this and we’re all going to go out 
and protest now.
Kinker: Most of the time that I was there, it 
was very, very peaceful. We marched up and 
down Grand a few times and gathered, and the 
crowd swelled to be fairly large.
Taylor: I heard specifically one protester was 
yelling that we should be violent and go out 
and, like, kill all the police or something, and I 
was really surprised by that, that guy running 
around and saying that stuff. That was a very, 
very extreme end, but the large majority of  
people in the protest were really just protesting 
the injustice of the situation and not being like 

that guy and saying, “Oh, we need to go out 
and be violent, too.”
Wetzel: When I was there, there wasn’t any 
sort of violence or anything. What was interest-
ing about it was there were some protesters who 
lost their temper—there was a guy who I saw 
try to climb onto a semitruck, and there was a 
guy who threw a rock through the storefront of  
a Kinko’s on Grand, and as soon as things like 
that happened, there would be a dozen other 
protesters or so who went up to these men and 
just pulled them back and calmed their temper. 
So the self-discipline and self-policing of the 
protesters was very reassuring.
Taylor: It surprised me that we were on the 
highway; that was really surprising to me when 
I noticed people going onto it, and I was like, 
“What are they doing? We’re not going on the 
highway. That’s crazy—you can’t just walk onto 
the highway!” And what surprised me was that 
the cars stopped. I mean, there was this huge 
semitruck and it stopped for the protesters walk-
ing out, so that was shocking to me.
Wetzel: It was very civil, very peaceful but 
destructive of course—I mean, you’re blocking 
the highway, right? But the police had stood 
away. We were there for 30 minutes, they stood 
over on the overpass and didn’t react, just 
watched it happen, and when we moved on, 
traffic started flowing. 
Kinker: We shut down Highway 44, so that’s 
when the police put on their riot gear and 
started having a more militarized response to 
protesters…I left before the police started hav-
ing an exceptionally aggressive response; that 
happened later.
Taylor: We actually left the highway when 
the police started coming out and marching 
with the riot gear; we actually left at that point 
because we didn’t want to get teargassed. We 
were told by other protesters, “If you don’t want 
to get teargassed, you should probably leave. 
There’s a possibility that you will get teargassed 
if you stay right now.” So we actually walked 
back, and it was really hard because it was 
weird to leave once we’d been involved in the 
protest—it was very strange to just walk away.

As the conditions in Ferguson worsened and Riggs 
and the Organization for Black Struggle encouraged 
students to leave for Shaw, a number of  Wash. U. 
students drove to the new protest location only to find 
their way blocked off  by the shut-down highway. 
Now after midnight, the tension between protesters 
and police officers heightened, eventually leading to 
more direct confrontation at the intersection of  South 
Grand Boulevard and Arsenal Street.

Lai: We decided to go to Shaw because we 
heard it was peaceful there…And basically 
what happened was, [the police] weren’t letting 
us join the protesters, there were people kind 
of waiting around and then there were other 
protesters trying to join, and the police kind of  
moved them off the highway.
Kidane: This police officer wouldn’t let us cross 
the bridge to let us join the protest. We kind of  
walked around him and joined the shutdown. 
I remember at that point, a group of friends 
and I, we linked arms and we ended up in the 
front—we were the first to line up in front of  
the cars.
Germain: Michael Brown’s mom and stepdad 
were [in Ferguson]. Alongside the anger was 
also very clear grief and mourning…it felt 
like community in the sense that we all were 
mourning, we were all grieving, we were all 
pissed. Then by the time we got to Grand, 
it was sort of like, we’re out here protesting 
because that’s what we’re going to do until 
justice comes, which to me is a very different 
energy than the sort of near-hopelessness that I 
felt at the police department.
Dwight: It was very exciting to be out there 
with a group of people who were all very 

passionate about these issues, and so it was 
kind of moving around and it was honestly a 
little scary. Not because of the protesters, but 
because of what we were confronted with with 
the police. It was very much them in riot gear, 
marching forward, pushing the crowd back, 
things like that.
Kidane: The cops in riot gear were starting 
to come and walk forward. Originally the 
plan was to keep standing there. But then the 
organizers didn’t want to take any risks so they 
called it out off the highway.
Lai: This was still a little chaotic, but it was way 
different; it felt way different from Ferguson, 
where there was just like, a lot of anger and 
frustration and fear and chaos—it was like a 
head of emotions. But here it seemed pretty 
concerted, pretty directed…we were chanting, 
the police were standing there.
Tavassoli: There was a line of policemen and 
there were protesters in the street, but then the 
policemen said that they were going to get vio-
lent, that police were going to respond violently 
if we didn’t leave. 
Germain: At the point that we got there, they 
had told protesters that they needed to get on 
the sidewalk or else they were going to get 
arrested. So we were up on the sidewalk and the 
police said, “If you stay on the sidewalk, we’ll 
leave.”
Tavassoli: So the police left and we were like, 
“Yay, we won, cool” [and] started chanting. It 
was really cool; it was a really good sense of  
community. And then a few minutes later, the 
police came back and out of nowhere started 
shooting rubber bullets at us and teargassing us.
Riggs: Nothing was really happening; a lot of  
people had kind of dwindled down. We were 
actually about to leave, and protesters in general 
were dissipating, and then the police came out 
with their tanks and started throwing tear gas 
and shooting tear gas at the crowd.
Barre: Right when we got there is right when 
the police was dispersing the protesters. We 
turned the corner and there was so much tear 
gas in the air that we were like, “Aaaaaah,” 
coughing up, and our eyes were teary…there 
was so much tear gas that that area was difficult 
to be around.
Germain: There was so much smoke we 
couldn’t see—it was just terrible.
Riggs: One of my friends from Webster 
[University] got hit in the head with a tear gas 
canister—I mean, those things are on fire and it 
fell into his hood and caught his coat on fire.
Tavassoli: We all ran. A lot of us went into this 
coffee shop called MoKaBe’s, but everybody 
got hit really badly and there was tear gas inside 
of the coffee shop, too, and everybody was 
coughing and stuff and we were all trying to 
help each other flush it out. Some of us tried to 
leave and then they went down the street and 
gassed us again. They also, like, gassed us from 
behind the building, too; we were just blocked 
by all sides.
Riggs: They started firing tear gas at 
MoKaBe’s, which was supposed to be a safe 
space, and so there were tons of people packed 
into this coffee shop trying to get out of harm’s 
way.
Lai: I was walking toward the door of  
MoKaBe’s, and then they threw a tear gas can-
ister at the door, like right in front of me. Tear 
gas containers don’t explode; they just kind of  
spill out slowly…I didn’t know how it worked 
and what was going on. 

Tavassoli: It kind of f---- your whole brain—
you’re coughing, you can’t breathe, your eyes 
are burning and you can’t see. Thankfully we 
had enough materials to take care of our stuff  
and flush it out and neutralize the acid. And 
your heart is racing really fast so it’s easy to 
panic, especially when there are however many 
people who are experiencing all of that.
Lai: Someone opened the door and pulled me 
inside, but by that time the tear gas was all over 
my face…everyone was coughing and stum-
bling and falling over and knocking things over. 
I was in terrible, terrible pain; I couldn’t see, I 
couldn’t breathe.
Dwight: It was a very tense moment because 
a lot of my friends were teargassed within 
MoKaBe’s, which is really just, honestly a ter-
rible tactic for the police to use, to fire tear gas 
on protesters that were in one of the safe spaces. 
Germain: It’s easy as a Wash. U. student to 
think that you’re fighting the structure from a 
theoretical, academic way, but when you get 
teargassed and when you literally see the state 
doing things like this to you, it’s just like, this 
isn’t about academic theory. This is literally 
police officers teargassing people and putting 
them through this s--- and seeing people strug-
gling to breathe and putting them through that 
s--- again. It wasn’t surprising; it was just a real-
ization of what we’re actually out there fighting.

Additional reporting by Sarah Hands, Manvitha 
Marni, Emily Schienvar and Derek Shyr.

Junior Cameron Kinker holds a sign to inform students interested in protesting on the night of the grand 
jury’s decision in the Darren Wilson case. In the 24 hours following the announcement, a number of 
students protesting around St. Louis were teargassed, and one was arrested for failure to disperse.
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People were shaking 
this police car that was 
parked there, and then 
somebody lit it on fire, 

right in front of us.

 I was like, ‘What are 
they doing? We’re not 
going on the highway. 
That’s crazy—you can’t 

just walk onto 
the highway!’



Unbroken  
Watch with entire 
extended family

So you have just finished 
Christmas dinner/lunch/
brunch/afternoon snack 
and you would rather not 
sit on the couch for the rest 
of  the day watching your 
uncles yell at whatever team 
is playing on TV. Being the 
adventurous young sort that 
you are, you whip out your 
smartphone, pull up IMDb 
or Fandango and yell, 
“Does anyone want to go to 
a movie?” into the noisy din 
that is your den.

This Christmas day, 
the adaptation of  Laura 
Hillenbrand’s “Unbroken” 
hits theaters nationwide. 
The movie tells the story of  
the late Louis Zamperini, 
who went from Olympic 
medal winner to World War 
II soldier to plane crash 
survivor to prisoner of  war 
to motivational speaker 
acclaimed around the 
world. 

Zamperini’s story has an 
angle to it to fulfill any and 
all of  your family members’ 
needs. Action, sports and 
suspense for those fam-
ily members taken away 
from that team on TV. A 
World War II tale for your 
grandparents and elderly 
relatives. And a love story 

and message of  forgive-
ness for anyone craving an 
emotional movie. So don’t 
spend another Christmas 
evening watching another 
forgettable game—go 
see the story of  Louis 
Zamperini and change your 
family member’s lives for 
the better. 
– Wesley Jenkins

The Interview
Watch with high 
school friends that 
you don’t know  
what to say to

*Ding* “Hey! When are 
you home? We should get 
the whole gang together.” 
Ugh. The dreaded text 
from that high school 
friend. Sure, you were close 
friends throughout those 
four years. You’ve shared a 
lot of  memories. Football 
games, bonfires, late nights 
involving your first sips of  
whiskey. But those days are 
behind you. They aren’t the 
friends that you maintain 
a group message with, yet 
they always seem to pop up 
over winter break. 

“We should get the 
whole gang back together.” 
That means everyone in 
that crew. The kid you had 
a crush on for an entire 
semester, the girl you had a 
huge fight with the sum-
mer before everyone left for 

school and the guy no one 
likes but always seems to 
show up anyway. It’s going 
to be quite the uncomfort-
able reunion, so you need 
to find something to do that 
keeps reminiscing on the 
“glory days” to a minimum 
but still maintains the cover 
that you are really interested 
in your friend’s new start-up 
idea or hearing about your 
crew’s newest relationships.

“Sure! How about 
a movie?” you text 
back. Another prob-
lem arises. What movie will 
you see? The answer is clear 
this holiday break: “The 
Interview.” 

“The Interview” is the 
newest James Franco/Seth 
Rogen flick that will serve 
as the perfect 112-minute 
activity for you and your 
high school friends. It stars 
Franco as the on-air tal-
ent of  a popular celebrity 
tabloid TV show and Rogen 
as his producer as they are 
recruited by the CIA to 
assassinate Kim Jong-Un 
during their interview with 
the North Korean dictator. 
They are completely the 
unlikely choice for such 
a task, but they’ll attempt 
it anyway as long as they 
don’t become friends with 
the dictator or get manipu-
lated along the way.

I’m sure they’ll do both, 

but I am also positive that 
your entire ex-friend group 
will find something to laugh 
at, whether it’s Franco’s 
clueless charm or the 
many and frequent sexual 
innuendos that will most 
definitely appear. Action 
and comedy? A perfect 
balance. And everyone can 
agree that Kim Jong-Un is 
a crazy dictator, so you’ll 
steer clear of  any political 
talks that may come up if  
someone sees that “Ready 
For Hillary” sticker on your 
laptop.

Have fun, and a little 
advice: book it out of  the 
theater as soon as it ends. 

“Great catching up. Text 
me!” 
– Elena Wandzilak

Exodus: Gods & Kings 
Watch with your 
friends who  
are obsessed with 
“Gladiator”

It has been a dream of  
mine to watch millions of  
frogs overwhelm an ancient 
city in glorious cinematic 
detail for quite some time, 
but “Exodus: Gods and 
Kings” is also the perfect 
movie to watch with my 
friends who have seen 
“Gladiator,” “Troy” and 
“Kingdom of  Heaven” 100 
times each. These are the 
friends who own “Lord 
of  the Rings” concept 
art books and discuss the 
defense mechanisms of  
medieval castles. 

The trailer alone features 
swordfights, tough guys 
yelling at each other, huge 
waves, the great pyramids 
and enough CGI to fill the 
Red Sea. It’s also another in 
the recent line of  epic mov-
ies loosely based on history, 
biblical stories and myths, 
such as last year’s “Noah” 
and this year’s “Pompeii” 
and “Hercules”. After 
watching Moses (Christian 
Bale) scream at Ramses II 
(Joel Edgerton) for 150 min-
utes, you and your friends 
can reminisce about all of  
the factual inaccuracies and 
discuss how director Ridley 
Scott’s best movie is still 
“Gladiator”. 

If  you need to convince 
your cinephile friends to 
join you, don’t fret because 
“Exodus” also features 
Oscar winner Ben Kingsley. 
But if  you don’t catch 
“Exodus” in theaters, don’t 

worry; you’ll be able to 
watch it on TNT or FX 
Movies for the next 10 
years. 
– Noah Jodice

Annie 
Watch with the  
entire family

There are plenty of  
people with whom it would 
be fun to see this feel-good 
family flick—younger 
siblings, extended family, 
friends—but something 
tells me “Annie” has “mom 
movie” written all over it. 
This modern-day adap-
tation of  the Broadway 
classic stars Quvenzhane 
Wallis (“Beasts of  the 
Southern Wild”) in the 
titular role, with Jamie Foxx 
and Cameron Diaz filling 
out the star-studded cast 
as billionaire father figure 
Will Stacks (the new Daddy 
Warbucks) and odious fos-
ter mother Miss Hannigan. 

The film updates the 1977 
musical (itself  based on a 
1924 comic strip) by setting 
it in the present day—for 
instance, Will Stacks is a 
cell phone mogul whose 
heroism toward Annie goes 
viral—but the basic plotline 
is still the same, following 
foster child Annie as Stacks 
takes her under his wing. 
And of  course, it wouldn’t 
be “Annie” without all the 
classic songs, from “It’s 
the Hard Knock Life” to 
“Tomorrow.” Most moms 
already seem to love a 
good musical, so if  you just 
throw in a family-friendly 
storyline about fatherly 
love, you’ve got a guaran-
teed winner. 
– Katherine Jaruzelski

American Sniper
Watch With Your Dad

We’ve all been there—
your dad wants to spend 
some quality one-on-one 
time with you after you’ve 
been away all semester. But 
you just know he’s trying to 
separate you from the fam-
ily pack to find out what 
your transcript really looks 
like. You can’t avoid him all 
holiday, so the best option 
to keep Dad happy is taking 
him to the movies, where 
he can’t ask you uncomfort-
able questions about your 
love life and stare you down 
in the dark. 

Go ahead and take him 
to see “American Sniper” 

and you should have 
enough brownie points to at 
least last until New Year’s. 
Based on the autobiography 
of  U.S. Navy SEAL sniper 
Chris Kyle, the most lethal 
sniper in the American 
military, “American Sniper” 
stars Bradley Cooper as 
Kyle and is directed by 
Clint Eastwood. 

To be honest, you’d 
be hard-pressed to find a 
movie tailored more to 
dads. The movie follows 
Kyle as he is sent on a tour 
in Iraq and quickly becomes 
legendary among his broth-
ers-in-arms for his accuracy 
and skill with a rifle, and 
as such becomes a prized 
target for the opposition. 

Following his return 
home from four tours of  
duty, “American Sniper” 
also examines the effects 
of  the violence on Kyle as 
he leaves the military and 
tries to assimilate to family 
life. There’s promised to 
be enough action to keep 
Dad happy and familial 
drama to make you forget 
your own. Just be ready for 
potential awkward dinner-
time arguments about war 
and the military. 
– Kayla Hollenbaugh

The Hobbit: The 
Battle of the Five 
Armies 
Watch with your 
cousins and siblings

Coming out on Dec. 17, 
the last installment in the 
Hobbit series is bound to be 
an incredible movie. From 
the way Peter Jackson has 
split up the small book into 
a trilogy, “The Battle of  
the Five Armies” is aptly 
named—the entirety of  the 
runtime will most likely 
be consumed by a fire-
breathing dragon, multiple 
clashes and a grand finale 
that will blow non-readers’ 
minds (for those who 
remember the book, bring 
the tissues). 

This is a perfect movie to 
see with any older siblings 
or cousins. A little bit grim, 
but ultimately epic and 
action-packed, this will be 
a movie that anybody can 
enjoy. Grab your brother or 
sister and go see the final 
confrontation between the 
dwarves, elves and orcs—
you’ll leave with quite an 
adrenaline rush.  
– Kendall  Carroll
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What to watch this holiday break—and with whom
Looking for something to do this holiday season? When you’re bored in your respective hometowns, heading down to the movies is almost always the popular 

option, partly because you can feel social while sitting in silence in the dark. And with Oscar season rushing upon us, winter break is usually filled with a wide 
array of  movies for every type of  audience member. Cadenza has you sorted on which movies to see, and who to see them with, from those awkward high school 

friends who just don’t want to let go to that extended family member that you wish would just go. –Cadenza Staff

First Column: Unbroken, The Interview
Second Column: Exodus: Gods and Kings, American Sniper
Third Column: Annie, The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies
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Getting Around Town? WE HAVE AN APP FOR THAT!  
 

For details and more internship, co-op, and post-graduate postings,  
visit careercenter.wustl.edu/careerlink.
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December 9
Executive Training Program 
Ruder Finn, Inc.

Analyst
IMS Health

December 10
Project Manager / Implementation
Consultant + Others 
Epic

Event Photographer 
GradImages

Software Engineering Intern 
Google

December 11
Marketing Intern + Others 
WickedSmart

Product Coordinator 
Brown Shoe Company

NYC Teaching Fellowship 
New York City Teaching Fellows

December 12
Summer Fellowship and  
Senior Summer Fellowship 
New Sector Alliance

Digital Marketing Associate 
Bounce Exchange

Graphic Design Intern + Others 
Laumeier Sculpture Park

Marketing & Publicity Intern
African Musical Arts Inc.

Principal Global Investor Internships
The Principal Financial Group

December 13
Intern 
Missouri House of Representatives

Finance Administrative Fellowship 
Ochsner Health System

December 14
Finance and Accounting Internship 
Nestle USA

Marketing Coordinator
HBM Holdings

Associate Analyst
New Constructs

Financial Management Scholar 
(Student Intern)
Federal Deposit Insurance  
Corporation (FDIC)

December 15
Investment Management  
Summer Analyst
Morgan Stanley

Engineering Practicum Intern
Google

Operations Associate
St. Frank

Research Intern
Institute for Women’s Policy Research

Summer Financial Analyst -  
Corporate Finance - Chicago
Houlihan Lokey

Summer Honors Program 2015
American Enterprise Institute for  
Public Policy Research (AEI)

Visual Design Intern /  
Junior Visual Designer
WaterSmart Software

Recently Posted Opportunities
Associate Analyst
McKinsey & Company

Intern Architect - Minnesota Office 
Wold Architects and Engineers

Program Internship 
World Pediatric Project

Content Marketing Internship
Pedal the Cause

Featured Upcoming Job & Internship Deadlines

FROM PASSION SPRINGS PURPOSE

HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
the grid above it, 
writing each unique 
letter only once. 
The correct solution 
will spell the 
complete phrase 
along a single continuous spelling 
path that moves horizontally, 
vertically and diagonally. Fill the grid 
from square to square - revisiting 
letters as needed to complete the 
spelling path in order. Each letter will 
appear only once in the grid. 
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FROM PASSION SPRINGS PURPOSE

My goal... integrating creativity and collaboration in strategic business practices

Camil’s advice: “Build relationships with staff members. Learn how they 
made it to the positions they hold and what facets of the job excite them.”

This Week’s Opportunities             Events
Brown Shoe Company 

Google

Morgan Stanley
 
Institute for Women’s 
Policy Research

Nestle USA 

Ruder Finn, Inc. 

New York City  
Teaching Fellows

New Sector Alliance

JAN 6 - 9
Career & Internship Connection 
(CIC) Fairs in Boston, Los Angeles, 
New York, and Washington, D.C. 

JAN 27
Spring 2015 All-Campus  
Internship & Job Career Fair 

FEB 11
Summer Opportunities Fair

I interned in New York as  
an Assistant Production 
Business Manager with 
Young & Rubicam.

Serving as co-editor-in-chief for Armour Magazine 
has offered me an incredible experience.

Singing with the Greenleafs during my time with 
the university’s only all-female a cappella group

Posing with my Alpha Phi sisters for our annual 
Red Dress Gala in honor of women’s heart health

Bringing my story to life...
Knowing the important role 
networking plays in landing  
a summer internship, I began 
my search by reaching out to 
anyone I knew in my field of 
interest: advertising. A friend 
who spoke to me about her 
time interning at Young  
& Rubicam a few years ago 
inspired me to apply. 
After she graciously shared a 
staff-member’s email with me, 
I reached out to the contact, 
formally applied, and was 
ultimately offered the position.

What I did as an intern...
The staff at Y&R treated me as 
a full-time staff member much 
more than an intern. Under the 
Colgate-Palmolive account, 
my work varied week by week, 
though it mostly revolved 
around communicating with 
Y&R offices and TV commercial 
producers in Latin America 
as well as attaining financial 
documents for Y&R’s own 
processes. Alongside this,  
I participated in an intern 
project with my team of 
seven others in creating a 

multichannel campaign for 
a pharmaceutical vaccine 
to present to Y&R senior 
executives.

My experience take away... 
Our intern project made 
for a thrilling, challenging, 
and fulfilling experience, 
allowing me to connect with 
team members and realize 
my potential as a worker and 
thinker. After my internship, I 
felt like I had truly expanded 
my mind and charted bravely 
outside of my comfort zone.

 
Camil Sanchez-Palumbo 
2015 | International Area Studies Major 
Creative Writing Minor

For more information visit careercenter.wustl.edu
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