
RJ Mitte, “Breaking Bad” sup-
porting star, spoke to a full house 
at Graham Chapel Wednesday 
evening. 

Chosen by the Congress of  
the South 40 executive board as 
the speaker for Fall CS40 Week, 
Mitte delivered 
an emotional 
speech 
relating 
his expe-
riences 
with over-
com-
ing 

disability to his acting career and  
the general attitude of  Hollywood 
toward those with disabilities.

According to Mitte, he is just 
one of  11 actors on television 
today with a physical disability. 
Diagnosed with cerebral palsy at 
the age of  3, Mitte faced extreme 
physical challenges and constant 
bullying. Much of  his speech, 
however, focused on fear’s 
ubiquitous presence and manip-

ulating power in everyone’s 
life—not just his own. 
Using his experiences as a 

disabled Hollywood actor, 
Mitte delivered what attendees 

saw as a precise and universal 
message.

“People try to manipulate 
you, and they try to instill fear 
in you,” Mitte said. “As soon as 
they do that, you’re not yourself; 

you’re 
acting on 

fear. People try 
to do this to me all the 

time, and this is a problem 
that will go on. Bullies have 
been around forever.”

Sophomore Aashna Narang, 
elected this June as the CS40 
director of  services, was the 
driving force behind the event 
and played a central role in 
selecting and coordinating 
Mitte’s visit. 

“[Mitte] is our age and he’s 
overcome a lot. I thought that 
people could really connect with 
him,” Narang said. 

The budget for this year’s 
speaker was $30,000. After price 
is considered, CS40 selects the 
candidates by their proposed 
messages and then their availabil-
ity, according to Narang. 
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A 150-percent increase in forc-
ible sex offenses between 2012 
and 2013 and the addition of  
new categories in dating and 
domestic violence and stalk-
ing stood out in Washington 
University’s crime statistics pub-
lished in the 2013 Clery Report.

The Clery Report docu-
ments crimes that occurred on 
or adjacent to the Washington 
University campus over the pre-
vious year. The federal Clery 
Act, which mandates that col-
leges and universities publish 
an annual report, also requires 
campuses to alert students and 
employees of  crimes covered by 
the Clery Act that “pose a seri-
ous or ongoing threat.”

The three new categories 
were added to the existing Clery 
designations with the newest 
version of  the Violence Against 
Women Act, which was signed 
into law in March 2013. Another 
noticeable change on University 
campus between 2012 and 2013 
came in the drop in the number 
of  drug arrests and referrals.

SEE CLERY, PAGE 2
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REPORT SHOWS INCREASE IN FORCIBLE SEX OFFENSES ON CAMPUS

Students ‘carry the weight’ to raise 
awareness of campus sexual assault

Carrying mattresses on their 
backs and pillows under their 
arms, a large group of  students 
made their way across campus 
and into classes on Wednesday 
to raise awareness about sexual 
assault.

Emma Sulkowicz, a senior and 
visual arts student at Columbia 
University, began the “Carry 
That Weight” project in August 
as a performance art piece to pro-
test the school’s handling of  her 
own rape. After she and several 
other female Columbia students 
reported a male student for rape 
in April 2013, he was found “not 
responsible.” She plans to carry 
her mattress around campus as 
long as her alleged rapist still 
attends school with her.

As a movement of  solidarity, 
students at several colleges and 
universities joined the move-
ment for the day on Oct. 29. 
Sophomore Shivani Desai heard 
about the day of  action and felt 
it was important to join in the 
movement. She contacted mem-
bers of  Community Organized 
for Rape Education and The 
Representation Project to get 
more students involved and 
helped coordinate the movement 
on Washington University’s 
campus.

Desai, however, ran into a 
major logistical problem on 
Wednesday morning when 
bringing her mattress out of  her 
building. She was stopped by 
Residential Life and told that she 
had to pay a $400 fine or imme-
diately return the mattress to her 
room.

Several other students, how-
ever, were able to get mattresses 
out of  their Residential Life-
owned housing without any 
problems.

Junior Emily Alves, president 
of  CORE, joined the display at 
Washington University to show 
solidarity with sexual assault sur-
vivors and raise awareness about 
the issue. She said she felt that 
the presence of  the students par-
ticipating in the display sent an 
important message of  support.

“I think it’s really important 
for survivors who maybe don’t 
feel comfortable participating 
in the event to see that there are 
people who are going to stand 
in solidarity with them,” Alves 
said.

There was dissension within 

A group of students walk across Mudd Field carrying two mattresses. Wednesday’s event followed the lead of a 
student at Columbia University and aimed to show support for survivors of domestic and sexual violence.
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Wash. U. ‘breaks bad’ 
with speaker R.J. Mitte
KATIE MARCUS
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SEE MITTE, PAGE 2

CRIMES COMMITTED ON OR ADJACENT TO WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY’S CAMPUS

STATISTICS SOURCED FROM WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY’S 2013 CLERY REPORT.
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October 24
Possession of a controlled 
substance— At 4:30 p.m., a student in 
Eliot was found to be in possession of 
illegal drugs.
Disposition: Cleared

October 26
Larceny—A student reported losing 
an ID card during WILD. The card 
was later used to make unauthorized 
purchases. The loss is valued at $32.
Disposition: Pending

THURSDAY 30
University Libraries—Workshop Series
Olin Library, ARC Lab, 2 p.m.
“Research Studio: Research Metrics.” 
This workshop is open to the University 
community.

Jazz at Holmes
Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge, 8 p.m.
“Modern Jazz. Saxophonist Adam Schefkind 
and his band.” Co-sponsored by University 
College.

FRIDAY 31
Women’s Volleyball—Dig for Pink
Athletic Complex, Field House, 7 p.m.
The volleyball team will be raising money 
during its annual “Dig for Pink” night 
against Transylvania. There will be several 
raffle items, including four Southern Tide 
baskets. All proceeds will be donated 
to Washington University’s Siteman 
Cancer Center to help fund its program 
that provides free mammograms for 
underprivileged women. Everyone attending 
the match is encouraged to wear pink. The 
team will also take time during the match 
to honor all breast cancer survivors and 
those currently battling breast cancer in 
attendance.

Latin America’s Next Top Monster
Women’s Building, ALAS suite, 11 a.m.-2p.m.
The Association of Latin American Students 
hosts Trick-or-Treat in the Suite, featuring a 
costume contest, cookie decorating and face 
painting. The winner of the costume contest 
will receive a free ticket to the ALAS formal. 

SATURDAY 1
Department of Physics—Saturday Morning 
Lecture Series
Crow Hall, Room 201, 10:30 a.m.
“Crazy Ideas of Science: Right, Wrong and 
Maybe?” Michael Ogilvie, physics. Lectures 
tailored for the general public.

Edison Theatre—Ovations Series
Mallinckrodt Center, Edison Theatre, 8 p.m.
“Three Acts, Two Dancers, One Radio Host. 
Ira Glass, Monica Bill Barnes, and Anna 
Bass.” Also on Sunday at 2 p.m. Tickets 
are $32 for seniors, $20 for students and 
children and $36 general admission.

SUNDAY 2
Department of Music—Student Recital
560 Music Center, 
E. Desmond Lee Concert Hall, 3 p.m.
This concert is free and open to the public.

EVENT
CALENDAR

POLICE
BEAT

QUOTE
OF THE DAY

“Everything 
sounds like that 
one song from 
that one thing, 
but when every 
song is that 
song from that 
thing, all of those 
songs and things 
lose meaning, 
and you notice 
that you can’t 
feel anything 
anymore, and you 
buy the things 
because why not, 
and that’s how 
The Man wins.”
- Mark Matousek, 
music editor

In 2013, 25 forcible sex 
offenses were recorded, 
with 20 of  those tak-
ing place on campus. 
This marks a 150-per-
cent increase from the 10 
offenses reported for 2012. 
A total of  four stalking 
incidents, five dating vio-
lence incidents and one 
domestic violence incident 
were reported for 2013, 
the first year that statistics 
for those categories were 
reported.

Kim Webb, director for 
sexual assault and commu-
nity health services, said 
that she did not believe the 
increase in reported forc-
ible sex offenses reflected 
an increase in the num-
ber of  rapes or sexual 
assaults at the University. 
Instead, she believed they 
were representative of  
increased reporting of  the 
sex offenses already taking 
place.

“We certainly have 
spent a lot of  effort into 
our awareness and pre-
vention and education 
programs, including our 
freshman orientation 
programs. [We’re] really 
trying to make it more 
widespread—[Community 
Organized for Rape 
Education] has done a lot 
of  work in that area as 
well,” Webb said. “We’re 
always trying to increase 
and improve our awareness 
efforts.”

Webb added that 
because the reported 
offenses are compiled from 
various sources, including 
reports to her and to the 
Washington University 
Police Department, some 
cases might have been 
double-counted.

Drug violations dropped 
to 39 incidents after an 
unusually high 113 inci-
dents in 2012. Judicial 

Administrator Tamara 
King described the spike 
in incidents in 2012 as 
the result of  a single 
drug violation that, upon 
investigation, led to the 
discovery of  many others.

She also attributed the 
return to a lower number 
of  violations to additional 
education about the 
University’s drug policy.

“We have done a fairly 
good job at informing our 
students of  a no-tolerance 
policy regarding illegal 
drugs on our campus,” 
King said.

The majority of  the 2013 
incidents were referrals to 
the University rather than 
arrests. King said that a 
referral indicates that a 
University staff  member 
followed up on an alleged 
violation of  the judicial 
code but does not necessar-
ily mean that the referred 
student faced sanctions.

the national movement, 
however, that stemmed 
from an op-ed written by 
Sulkowicz in the Columbia 
Spectator. Sulkowicz felt 
that carrying pillows mini-
mized the message about 
the “weight” of  sexual 
assault. Desai shared the 
op-ed on the Facebook 
event page used to orga-
nize the demonstration but 
ultimately decided that any 
actions students wanted to 
take to show solidarity was 
important.

“We also felt like mak-
ing it accessible to a lot of  
people served the purpose 
of  being a conversation-
starter, which is the main 
point of  this, to raise 

awareness for the issue and 
also to show the campus 
what we stand for,” Desai 
said. “Although pillows 
aren’t the same weight [as 
a mattress], they still start 
a conversation and create a 
discourse about something 
that’s really important.” 

Alves added that the 
lighter weight of  a pillow 
made the demonstration 
more accessible to people 
who had chronic illnesses 
or disabilities.

“[W]hen they identify 
as survivors, it’s important 
for them to still participate 
in any way that they can,” 
Alves said.

Freshman So A Ryu 
decided to help carry 

a mattress with several 
friends after having prob-
lems discussing the issue 
of  sexual violence on her 
floor.

“We had this discussion 
in the dorm last night about 
sexual harassment, but one 
person was like, ‘You have 
to suck it up. It happens. 
One person can’t do any-
thing about it.’ I think that’s 
basically bulls---. That’s not 
supposed to be the way you 
look at it. I want people 
to see that people do care 
enough to take out a big-a-- 
mattress to show support,” 
Ryu said.

Residential Life was 
unavailable for comment 
on Wednesday.

“The biggest hassle was 
researching each candidate. 
After we decided on RJ, 
everything fell into place. 
It was smooth sailing,” 
Narang said.

Past speakers haven’t 
always been so success-
ful. Last year’s speaker 
and “Entourage” star 
Adrian Grenier ended up 

speaking mostly about 
his sustainability efforts 
although CS40 originally 
invited him to speak about 
his experiences in direct-
ing a popular television 
series. Narang was pleased 
to see that Mitte’s speech 
matched expectations more 
closely.

“It was very clear that RJ 

was going to speak about 
his disability and how he 
overcame it; that was clear. 
He was really relatable 
and nice, very personable, 
and he went above and 
beyond,” Narang said.

Mitte appeared per-
sonable as he met with a 
parade of  eager fans one-
by-one after his speech. 

Students took pictures, 
exchanged friendly words 
and hugged the star, who 
wasn’t reserved in recipro-
cating the love. 

Lola Idowu, a fresh-
man who attended, was 
impressed by Mitte’s 
friendly attitude.

“I was so impressed by 
how he treated everyone,” 

Idowu said. “He looked me 
in the eyes and shook my 
hand, asked me my name 
and told me to have a won-
derful evening.”

Mitte has been travel-
ling worldwide for months 
and delivering speeches 
of  the same nature to col-
lege campuses and other 
large audiences while 

auditioning for roles. 
“Apparently for the last 

month, every single day 
he’s been on at least two 
planes rides. Tomorrow 
he’s going to Stockholm,” 
Narang said. “This isn’t 
even his job—this is stuff  
that he wants to do just 
because he can, and so he 
can spread his message.”

Students, faculty and com-
munity members crowded 
into a standing-room-only 
Anheuser-Busch Hall on 
Tuesday evening to listen to 
Eric Kandel, a neuropsychia-
trist and Nobel Prize Winner, 
lecture about 1900s Modernist 
Vienna art and the neurobio-
logical science of the mind. 

He touched upon the psy-
chological theories of Carl 
von Rokitansky and Sigmund 
Freud before explaining how 
several Austrian artists used 
their work to represent the 
human brain.

Despite receiving a Nobel 
Prize for his research on mem-
ory, Kandel focused on the 
relationship between psychol-
ogy and art, ending his talk 
with a possible neurological 
explanation for why people 
enjoy looking at art.

Kandel began by explain-
ing Rokitansky and Freud’s 
work in The Vienna School 
of Medicine and Rokitanksy’s 
impact on Freud. 

“He emphasized that 
because the only way he could 
find out what’s going on is to 
look below the surface of the 
skin, going deep into the body; 
the truth is often deep within 
the surface,” Kandel said.

Kandel then explored three 

key concepts of Freud’s theo-
ries: that humans are driven 
by unconscious mental pro-
cesses, that adult sexuality and 
aggression can be traced from 
childhood, and that all men-
tal events adhere to scientific 
laws.

“There were certain impor-
tant aspects of the human 
psyche that Freud failed to 
notice...one of these was 
female sexuality. Freud 
thought that women did not 
enjoy sex. He thought that 
they were envious of the fact 
that they lacked the penis. And 
as a result of this, they could 
not enjoy sex. They had sex 
because they enjoyed having 
children and they particularly 
enjoyed having boy children 
because they had a penis,” 
Kandel said, and was met by 
resounding laughter from the 
audience. 

Freud’s ideas about sexu-
ality were absurd to many, 
Kandel explained, including 
artist Gustav Klimt. Klimt had 
his models take whatever pose 
they wished and then painted 
them, often resulting in sexual 
paintings.

“He depicted female sexu-
ality in sensitive terms that 
were just extraordinary and 
really a revolution in western 
art,” Kandel said. “But even 
more remarkable than the 
realization that women have 

a complete diversified sexual 
life, he realized that, like men, 
they confused eroticism with 
aggression.”

Kandel discussed Klimt’s 
painting “Judith and the Head 
of Holofernes” as an example 
of the belief that women often 
confuse sexuality and aggres-
sion. The painting is based 
on the biblical story of Judith, 
depicting her in a post-coital 
daze holding her lover’s head, 
which she has just cut off his 
body.

After discussing some 
of Klimt’s other paintings, 
Kandel examined painter 
Oscar Kokoschka’s works, 
which depicted child and 
adolescent sexuality, featur-
ing subjects experiencing 
sexuality and aggression 
simultaneously.

“Kokoschka did a num-
ber of self portraits and they 
were very honest. He exam-
ined himself as he thought 
himself to be, and he thought, 
very much like Freud, that 
self-analysis is the best way 
to understand other people’s 
psyche,” he said. 

Finally, Kandel examined 
the work of Egon Schiele, 
who was mentored by Klimt. 
Kandel discussed Schiele’s 
painting “Lovemaking” 
to show his exploration of  
anxiety in depictions of sex. 
Schiele created over 100 

self-portraits, each extremely 
provocative.

The link between aggres-
sion and sexuality in the work 
of these artists are also pres-
ent in the brain, Kandel said, 
explaining that the brain cells 
for mating and fighting over-
lap. When activated weakly, 
these cells are usually used 
for mating; when activated 
strongly, they are used for 
fighting.

Toward the end of his lec-
ture, Kandel aimed to answer 
the question of why people 

love art. 
“There are two areas that 

are critical for that; one is 
the gold frontal cortex...it is 
recruited by...food, drinking, 
sex, by addiction, by romantic 
love and love of art,” he said. 

He then explained that the 
dopamine systems become 
more activated when people 
are denied the things they love, 
which may explain longing 
for a piece of art one cannot 
attain. 

Sophomore Mia 
Trachtenberg enjoyed the 

lecture because of the unique 
combination of psychological 
and artistic study.

“I thought it was really cool. 
I thought it was interesting 
how he talked about dopa-
mine receptors. I liked his 
comparisons of art,” she said.

Freshman Angelica Tao 
also appreciated the interdisci-
plinary nature of the talk. 

“I found the way he com-
bined science and art really 
interesting and a lot different 
than what I expected,” Tao 
said.

Nobel Prize winner Kandel speaks on art and psychology
MINDY ROSENGARTEN
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

MATTRESS FROM PAGE 1

MITTE FROM PAGE 1

CLERY FROM PAGE 1

Eric Kandel, a Nobel Prize-winning neuropsychiatrist, talks in Anheuser-Busch Hall on Tuesday 
night. Kandel spoke to a packed, standing-room-only crowd about the influences of psychological 
theories on the creation and enjoyment of art.
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From Gym Class Heroes to Walk the Moon, 
WUStock has somehow managed to draw more 
popular artists in the past couple of years than its 
older and more-hyped sibling, WILD. The Con-
gress of the South 40, the governing body behind the 
event, originated the idea of polling the student body 
with a list of artists within the budget, a glaringly 
obvious but overlooked move that the Social Pro-
gramming Board quickly copied. Now, the survey 
for the spring 2015 WUStock is out, and there’s a 
little something for everyone on it, from pure bubble-
gum pop to indie rock or rap. If you’re feeling a little 
confused, the Cadenza staff has picked five of the 
best bets from the list to put on the top of your art-
ist survey.

MKTO
To be honest, the only reason you’d prob-

ably vote for MKTO is because you were 
obsessed with that one song “Classic” last 
summer and really want an excuse to see it 
live. Aside from its one-of-a-kind track, the 
band also has a decent collection of catchy 
songs that you might have heard once or 
twice on the radio: “American Dream” 
or “Thank You.” The band, consisting of 
pair Malcolm Kelley and Tony Oller, met 
while filming a Nickelodeon show, which 
should give you an idea as to the duo’s gen-
eral demographic: teenage girls. Because 
most Washington University students don’t 
fall into this category, you might be tempted 
to put it at the bottom of the vote list. Take 
a listen to its music first: if you’re a big fan 
of radio-ready tracks full of easy-to-please 
rhythms, palatable lyrics and the occasional 
rap interlude just to spice things up, you just 
might enjoy an MKTO WUStock. All of this 
means that its hip-hop/pop (but mostly pop) 
crossover will have a wide appeal to Top 40 
fans and students who want their WUStock 
to be high energy and full of dancing. For 
reference, the pair has toured with the likes 
of Demi Lovato and Emblem3 in the past. If 
that’s your jam, put MKTO on top. – Kayla 
Hollenbaugh

HOODIE ALLEN
If you had the “best time ever” at that 

poorly handled and snow-laden Macklemore 
WUStock, then Hoodie Allen is probably 
your next best option for a rap-lite day on the 
Swamp. A little bit worryingly, Hoodie has 

been described proudly as “frat-rap” (what 
does that even mean?), honing his craft at 
parties at the University of Pennsylvania. 
After graduating, Hoodie worked at Google 
before quitting to turn to a full-time career in 
music—not a typical career for a rapper, but 
Hoodie takes this frat-rap ego and runs with 
it, unabashedly bragging about his money 
and success (“Eighteen Cool”) as well as his 
refusal to grow up in “Act My Age”—the 
perfect targets for the Wash. U. crowd. His 
debut EP, “All American,” featuring songs 
like “No Interruption” and “No Faith in 
Brooklyn,” hit the top 10 on the Billboard 
200 chart. Hoodie has continued to grow a 
solid fan base despite his lack of major radio 
rotation. However, Hoodie probably has the 
widest range of well-known songs on the bal-
lot and the widest crossover appeal for people 
who want a pop WUStock. After all, Hoodie 
is out and proud about his college-focused rep 
and would no doubt know how to get a cam-
pus crowd going.  – Kayla Hollenbaugh

WAKA FLOCKA FLAME
Don’t get me wrong: I was pretty intent on 

putting Portugal. The Man as my top choice 
for this year’s WUStock artist. And then, 
well, I saw that rapper Waka Flocka Flame 
was also on the list. At the very least, it would 
be a fun, high-energy show. At the most, it 
would probably be a life-altering experience. 
There comes a time in every young adult’s 
life where he or she must encounter Waka 
Flocka Flame. I assume this would catapult a 
number of internal questions. Why is Waka 
Flocka Flame on the Swamp? How should I 
feel right now? Who am I, really? 

I mean, think about it. He’s the last per-
son that you would expect to be performing 
here. Having him here would be so, so bewil-
dering—yet still wonderful. Kind of like 
puberty. Personally, I don’t know much about 
him, besides the fact that he sings that song 
about not using your hands (it’s probably 
called “No Hands” or something). Accord-
ing to Wikipedia, he’s gotten into a fight with 
Gucci Mane. You will never get into a fight 
with Gucci Mane, ever. You’ll probably never 
even speak to Gucci Mane. Having Waka 
Flocka Flame on campus would be the next 
best thing to getting into a fight with Gucci 
Mane. Wouldn’t that make you feel so cool?

Let’s be real—do you want to spend this 
WUStock politely swaying to American 
Authors and pretending that you care about 

them? Are you going to sing along to their 
song about this being “the best day of our 
lives” when you know that, without Waka 
Flocka, it’s not? We need this to happen. 
#WakaFlocka2015  – Rima Parikh

PORTUGAL. THE MAN
Do you watch Taco Bell commercials? 

Have you ever seen “It’s Always Sunny in 
Philadelphia”? Do you favor the Iberian Pen-
insula? If you answered yes to any or all of 
the above questions, then you should vote 
Portugal. The Man for WUStock. 

With a recognizable sound and universal 
appeal, the Philadelphia band is the perfect 
act to perform on the Swamp next April. 
Portugal embraces the indie-rock feel that 
caters to a daytime, outdoor concert, without 
losing any of the upbeat party atmosphere 
college kids seek. While some may shy away 
from voting for Portugal because it played 
at LouFest, I see it more as a benchmark 
proving the band can own a stage and put 
on an amazing show. Also, there’s a better-
than-good chance that the band will cover 

“Dayman” from “It’s Always Sunny,” and 
who doesn’t want that?    - Wesley Jenkins

THE KOOKS
The Kooks are one of the most popular 

indie-rock groups in music right now, and 
Wash. U. might just get the chance to see 
them live at WUStock. Fresh off their new-
est album, “Listen,” The Kooks have been 
sweeping the Indie scene for years, with criti-
cally acclaimed hits that jump to the top of 
U.K. hits lists. Just go take a moment to lis-
ten to “Matchbox,” “Shine On” or “Do You 
Wanna” and you’ll find yourself singing 
them the rest of the day. The band is smooth, 
lyrical and just damn catchy—the perfect 
mixture of sound to complement the sunny 
day this spring. They are the type of band 
that would be amazing in the more intimate 
setting of the Swamp, providing a laid-back, 
but upbeat feel everyone can enjoy. 
Looking back at the bands that headlined 
WUStock’s namesake in the ’60s, maybe it 
just feels right to have a little bit of our own 
personal British Invasion. - Kendall Carroll
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No, the dining hall 
did not just release an 
album; Bear’s Den is also a 
legitimate band. And over 
the summer, Bear’s Den 
released a very important 
music video for its song 
“Elysium,” the newest 
single to be included on 
its fall album “Islands.” 
While filming a group of  
students for the video over 
the course of  five days at 
Seattle Pacific University, a 
school shooting occurred. 
The group that the band’s 
cinematographer had been 
following happened to 
have been close with the 
student who died in that 
shooting. The song’s lyrics, 
including the opening line 
“Brother do you believe 
in an afterlife,” rang eerily 
true as a benediction of  
the student’s death, and 
as such, a video that was 
originally intended to be 
simply of  students living 
through the typical college 
lifestyle became a poignant 
documentary on how we 
as a society deal with grief  
and sorrow and senseless 
violence. 

Fast-forward four 
months and the album 
“Islands” was finally 
released this week. On the 
10-track record, “Elysium” 

comes only second to last. 
The raw emotion conveyed 
by the song’s lyrics could 
have been lost among the 
first eight tracks; it could 
have been forgotten in the 
time since the tragedy, yet 
somehow the album as 
a whole still manages to 
evoke the simple vulner-
ability first exposed in the 
video and carry it through 
to completion.

Bear’s Den classifies 
itself  as a folk band. This 
statement is important 
because it immediately 
brings to mind that one 
recurring point of  com-
parison for the band’s 
work and every other folk 
band that enters the music 
scene: Mumford & Sons. 
Even though it is true that 
Bear’s Den toured with the 
Gentlemen of  the Road, 
the two bands’ sounds 
could not be any further 
apart on the folk spectrum. 
While Mumford tends to 
focus on the driving banjos 
and raspy, yelled lyrics, 
Bear’s Den prefers to show-
case the softer side of  the 
genre, exploring emotions 
and real pain, and this 
comes through clearly on 
“Islands.”

The album begins with 
track “Agape,” a song 
already released on one 
of  Bear’s Den’s early EPs. 
However, this version of  

“Agape” is faster—using 
the driving banjos the band 
usually scorns—than the 
previous incarnation. It 
feels like the album itself  
acts as a journey, starting 
on the Mumford side of  
folk and slowly descending 
into the softer regions that 
Bear’s Den has perfected 
on its past releases. The 
urgency in lead singer 
Andrew Davie’s voice felt 
in “Agape” disappears 
by “Above the Clouds of  
Pompeii” and is replaced 
by a comforting resigna-
tion. By “Stubborn Beast,” 
the anger no longer resides 
in Davie’s voice but has 
dissipated into the softer 
strums of  the banjo.

The album’s finale, 
“Bad Blood,” however, is 
its coup d’etat. In a song 
that speaks of  the lowest 
form of  desperation, Davie 
affects an almost expect-
ant lilt to his voice, almost 
whispering, “I f---ed it and 
I f---ed it” marking the only 
time Bear’s Den resorts to 
profanity, yet still doing 
so innocuously, so that it 
seems a fitting close to an 
album which has slowly 
been descending into the 
quieter, softer spaces.

The common gripe 
against Bear’s Den is that it 
is too passive, too mild-
mannered to be folk-rock, 
that it isn’t enough like 
Mumford & Sons to be 
successful. Yet “Islands” 
exists on a different plain 
from Mumford. The 
men of  Bear’s Den aren’t 
interested in drunkenly 
flipping tables or copying 
sounds; they prefer to deal 
in stoic reflection. The 
band’s sound on “Islands” 
is always ethereal, almost 
breezy, and although this 
serves to distract from the 
weight of  its words, the 
power of  the emotion is 
never lost.

Initially, Dave Chappelle 
was only supposed to be coming 
to St. Louis for a short-lived 
run on Halloween weekend, 
bringing his deft comedic skills 
to the Paris of  the Midwest. 
However, those shows sold out 
so fast, Chappelle felt obliged 
to add more. And he went big: 
Chappelle is now playing eight 
shows from Oct. 30 to Nov. 
2, including double shows on 
multiple days. Now you have 
no excuse to miss this iconic 
comedian bringing his observa-
tional and sketch comedy to the 
stage at the Pageant. To get you 
pumped up for his antics, here 
are three of  our staff ’s favorite 
Chappelle skits.

Charlie Murphy’s True 
Hollywood Stories - Prince

Framed within the Charlie 
Murphy’s True Hollywood 
Stories series, the sketch 
begins as a chance encoun-
ter with “Purple Rain”-era 
Prince (played by Chappelle) 
and the Revolution. Prince 
invites Charlie and his pals 
to his home and quickly 
challenges them to a game 
of  basketball. What they 
don’t know is that Prince is 
very, very good at basketball.

A testament to 
Chappelle’s storytelling 
skills, the sketch balances the 
mundane and the surreal, 

tempering an outlandish 
premise with a hint of  non-
chalance. Once again, it’s 
the little things that elevate 
this to comedy gold, par-
ticularly a fiendishly clever 
relationship between sound 
and image. Whether visual-
izing Murphy’s narration 
or using it to punctuate a 
shot, Chappelle pulls laughs 
from every nook and cranny. 
And then it ends with Prince 
serving his victims pancakes. 
Blouses: 1, Shirts: 0. 
 – Mark Matousek

Wu-Tang Financial
Dave Chappelle himself  

isn’t actually in this sketch, 
but his comedic voice 
is all over it. “Wu-Tang 
Financial” showcases 
Chappelle and the writers’ 
brilliant ability to skewer 
pop culture. The premise, 
like many of  the show’s 
best sketches, is incredibly 
simple: what if  the Wu-Tang 
Clan ran a financial firm? 
The sketch starts in typi-
cal financial-ad territory: a 
suburban family is pictured 
playing Jenga and having 
dinner. Everything takes 
off  when the narrator tells 
the viewer, “Nowadays, 
we all know that cash rules 
everything around us.” 
That’s when we’re treated to 
a fantastic montage of  RZA 
and GZA giving families 

financial advice, schmoozing 
with businessmen and chant-
ing the Wu-Tang motto with 
employees. What makes this 
sketch work is just how seri-
ously Wu-Tang takes family 
finances. From diversifying 
bonds to protecting your 
neck, Wu-Tang has you 
covered. Maybe the most 
ironic part is the real-world 
longevity of  the Wu-Tang 
Clan brand, undoubtedly 
due to successful financial 
management on the part of  
the group. Maybe Chappelle 
was really on to something 
here. 
– Noah Jodice

Make-A-Wish
Where to begin? 

“Chappelle’s Show” was 
chock-full of  gut-busting 
sketches that ranged from 
incisive to absurd and 
everything in between. 
He was weirder, smarter 
and flat-out funnier than 
anyone working in 21st-
century sketch comedy, 
and he has 2 1/2 seasons 
of  subversive brilliance to 
prove it. So how does one 
choose from the scores 
of  excellent sketches to 
find the very best? For me, 
it’s the details that mark 
Chappelle’s finest work, 
the sly turns of  phrase 
and subtle physicality that 
made his ideas pop. 

Season one’s “Make-A-
Wish” sketch isn’t the show’s 
most inventive—it’s one 
of  the crudest, in fact. But 
it succeeds on Chappelle’s 
ruthless instincts, and a 
penchant for pitch-perfect 
exclamations. The sketch 
finds Chappelle visiting 
a sick child as part of  the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation, 
joining the child in what ini-
tially appears to be a friendly 
game of  “Street Hoops.” 
But the instant Dave’s video 
game supremacy is chal-
lenged, all sympathy goes 
out the window. 

“Hooray for me! Hooray 
for ME!” “You can’t deny 
me, Billy! You can’t deny 
me, it’s too real for you!” 
Chappelle can talk smack 
with the best of  them, and 
he brings a tightly wound 
menace to his boasts, shak-
ing with fury as he asserts 
his dominance. It’s nasty 
stuff, but Chappelle’s will-
ingness to paint himself  as 
an irredeemable lout softens 
the blow just enough. 

“Children is our future, 
my ass. I’m the future, I’m 
the future!” he exclaims 
in the midst of  his rout. 
Though “Chappelle’s Show” 
would be cut tragically short, 
at the end of  its first season, 
the future looked bright 
indeed. 
– Mark Matousek
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I thought she’d done it, 
I really did. I thought, after 
10 months devoid of block-
buster albums and full of 
disappointment, Taylor 
Swift would finally give us a 
world-conquering record we 
could all get behind. See, I’d 
briefly reached pop nirvana 
after my 50th run through 
“Shake It Off,” and I wanted 
more—12 songs more, to be 
exact. Heck, I’d take two as 
effortlessly life-affirming as 
my retroactive songs of the 
summer.

I mean, after rumors of 
Kanye and Frank Ocean’s 
imminent returns were 
proven false, we deserved it. 
Someone had to fill the void 
left by one of the cruelest 
summers in modern music 
history. Why not Taylor, 
fresh off a commercial and 
creative peak?  

Well “1989” is finally 
here, and it’s relentlessly, 
heartbreakingly mediocre. 
Lost in the buzz of her shiny 
new synths, the Swift who 
seemed on the precipice of 
a Beyonce-style reign has 
regressed. “1989” is bigger 
than “Red,” to be sure, but 
it’s also colder, stuffed to the 
gills with sonic wallpaper. 

Excitable as ever, Swift 
seems so enamored of her 
nascent transformation that 
she’s neglected the sturdy 
songcraft she brought to 
“Red” in favor of cheap stu-
dio tricks, dissolving the 
cotton-candy sweetness of 
her voice into an ever-pres-
ent echo. It doesn’t help that 
she’s enlisted the creative 
forces behind Bleachers (Jack 
Antonoff) and OneRepublic 
(Ryan Tedder) as co-song-
writers for almost a third of 
the album. Both drag Swift 
into the faceless car-com-
mercial-pop swamp where 
everything sounds like that 
one song from that one 
thing, but when every song 
is that song from that thing, 
all of those songs and things 
lose meaning, and you notice 
that you can’t feel anything 
anymore, and you buy the 
things because why not, and 
that’s how The Man wins. 

But much of Swift’s 

appeal lies in her ability to 
avoid those pitfalls. Even 
her lesser songs bear an 
unmistakable imprint, fil-
tered through her hopes 
and dreams and animos-
ity toward an army of exes. 
Here, Swift’s personality is 
blunted by thickets of dull 
synth tones.

“1989” largely lives in 
that strange netherworld of 
half-formed ideas and dis-
carded tracks, where promise 
mingles with offal, where the 
giddy stomp of the chorus 
of “Bad Blood” follows the 
half-hearted Nile Rodgers-fil-
tered-through-“Miami-Vice” 
licks of “I Wish You Would.” 
As much as Swift has tried 
to root it in her transforma-
tive move to New York City, 
“1989” is spread impossibly 
thin, trying to please every-
one but ultimately sounding 
like no one. 

You can hear it from the 
opening track, “Welcome 
to New York,” where Swift 
and Tedder attempt to cap-
ture the panoramic splendor 
of her new home with over-
stuffed synthetic cheese. 
It’s about as inspiring and 
cliche-ridden as a tourism 
ad, deflating some of the 
goodwill built by “Shake It 
Off.” Swift has always com-
pensated for her adolescent 
literalism with an endearing 
candor, but you can’t forgive 
lines like “Kaleidoscope of 
loud heartbeats under coats,” 
and “Everybody here was 
someone else before.”

And then there’s “Shake 
It Off,” a beacon of hope 
on an otherwise middling 
album, full of purpose and 
punch. While I funda-
mentally resist any “real” 
instrument versus “fake” 
instrument debates, the 
track’s crisp marching-band 
percussion and clipped horns 
lend the song a warmth that 
energizes Swift. Where she 
gets lost in the shuffle else-
where, here she delivers a 
commanding performance, 
radiating that efferves-
cent charm she put to such 
delightful use on “Red.” 
“Shake It Off” is the record’s 
pulse—it’s the reason I’m 
convinced this album is a 
mere speed bump on her 
road to pop domination.

Don’t get me wrong, 
“1989” will do nothing to 
dampen the world’s love for 
Taylor Swift. She’s still the 
kind of person who, despite 
being hounded by paparazzi 
at all hours of the day, says 
things like (in a recent “Roll-
ing Stone” feature), “They 
don’t provoke me or ask 
weird questions. And a lot 
of them are long-lensing it—
which, if you have to have 
paparazzi in your life, is such 
a better way.” Only she could 
get so big so fast and stay that 
way for almost 10 years with-
out losing an iota of her “aw 
shucks” charm. She’s what 
we want celebrities to be, and 
she writes pretty good (and 
occasionally great) songs 
to boot. She’ll shake it off. I 
know it.

ALBUM REVIEW

‘1989’
Taylor Swift

for fans of
Bleachers, Miley Cyrus, Katy Perry

singles to download
‘Shake It Off,’ ‘Bad Blood,’ ‘How 

You Get the Girl’

MARK MATOUSEK
MUSIC EDITOR

ALBUM REVIEW

‘Islands’
Bears Den

for fans of
Mumford & Sons, Sufjan Stevens, 

Bastille

singles to download
Songs to Download: ‘Issac,’ 

‘Elysium,’ ‘Bad Blood’

WESLEY JENKINS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Dave Chappelle is coming: Get ready
CADENZA STAFF

MIKE COPPOLA | GETTY IMAGES
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SPORTS
It took two long years, but 

junior midfielder Jack West 
felt the relief wash over him 
when his penalty kick for 
the Washington University 
men’s soccer team ended up 
in the back of the net in an 
early September game against 
Greenville College. 

West had notched his first 
career goal as a Bear, and a 
second West penalty kick goal 
provided all the offense in a 
2-0 Wash. U. victory.

West had several chances 
to score in his first season, 
when he played in 11 games 
and put seven out of his 11 
total shots on goal, but none 
got past the goalkeeper. West 
would almost certainly have 
broken through in his sopho-
more season, as another 
year of experience sug-
gested he would be a fixture 
in a young offense last year. 
Unfortunately, in the last 
game of the preseason, West 
injured his big toe, which 
required surgery and ended 
his season before it could even 
begin.

“We were really looking 
forward to his play last year,” 
head coach Joe Clarke said. 
“It was unfortunate to lose 
him.”

While West’s teammates 
played on without him, he 
focused on rehabilitation. This 
preseason, West was given an 
important role as a center for-
ward or attacking midfielder, 
and the positioning has paid 
off for the Red and Green. 
West’s team-leading seven 

goals have carried an offense 
that has scored just 17 goals 
in 14 games, with senior 
midfielder Jonathan Lipsey 
being the only other player 
with more than one goal this 
season.  

“He’s an attacker, and we 
try to get him the ball in cer-
tain situations,” Clarke said. 
“He’s good at finding open-
ings…He’s pretty tactical in 
his thinking, and he’s aware 
of where space is. He waits 
patiently for the ball to show 
up.”

As the Bears’ default go-to 
attacker, West has taken 
48 shots, more than the 
next three highest players 
combined.

“I’m fortunate to have two 
really good center midfield-
ers [sophomore Grant Baltes 
and Lipsey] playing behind 
me. They’re both very good 
attacking and creative players. 
They create chances for me 
higher up the field with less 
defenders in the way,” West 
said. 

West has also become one 
of the team’s penalty kick 
aces, having notched three of  
his goals off penalties in four 
overall attempts.

“Once I start scoring goals, 
I get that confidence up,” 
West said. “Penalties are all 
about confidence; it’s not 
much about skill. It’s just a 
mental game with the goalie.”

Either Lipsey or West is 
usually tasked with taking 
penalty kicks. West said that 
because penalties are more 
about confidence than any-
thing else, the decision about 
who takes the kick is relatively 

easy.
“When Lipsey’s playing 

well, he’ll take them; when 
I’m playing well, I’ll take 
them,” West said. “Either 
way, if  the ball goes into the 
back of the net, I don’t really 
care.”

Although West has pro-
vided the playmaking punch, 
Wash. U. has stumbled to 
a 7-5-2 overall record, with 
a last-place 0-3-1 confer-
ence mark. The Bears need 
to protect their home turf  
in remaining games against 
No. 3 Brandeis University, 
New York University and the 
University of Chicago to have 
a shot at the postseason.

“We have confidence in the 
way we’ve played,” West said. 

“We’ve been in every one of  
the games we’ve played. We 
haven’t been dominated in 
a single game…We have a 
chance to prove ourselves as 
one of the top teams.”

To achieve this goal, the 
Red and Green will have to 
conjure up a little home cook-
ing. At Francis Field, Wash. 
U. has won four out of six 
games, with its losses coming 
in tight battles against ranked 
opponents Wheaton College 
and Emory University. 

“There’s nothing like play-
ing at home,” West said. 
“You’re comfortable, you get 
to sleep in your own bed…
you get time for more prepa-
ration and practice, you don’t 
have to deal with jet lag, and 

a lot of parents come down to 
support the team.”

West’s parents are usually 
able to catch his home games 
by driving from their home 
in Illinois, but before college, 
West lived all over the country.

Born in Memphis, Tenn., 
and living all around the 
Midwest and East Coast, 
West finally landed in 
Wentzville, Mo., about 40 
miles northwest of St. Louis. 
His constantly shifting back-
ground has played a role in his 
successes in soccer, which he 
started playing when he was 
about four years old.

“It was a little tough going 
from team to team while mov-
ing around, but it was also 
beneficial because different 

regions in the United States 
have different styles of play,” 
West said. “In the Midwest, 
it’s a little more physical and 
athletic-based. In the South, 
it’s more technical with 
quicker speed of play. It’s 
good to get that blend.”

With his unique soccer 
experience, West has had no 
trouble impressing Clarke, 
who expressed confidence in 
West for the rest of this season 
and beyond. 

“There are a lot more goals 
in him, and I don’t know 
whether they’re all going to 
come this year,” Clarke said. 
“The way the team is coming 
together, I know he can be a 
guy who scores and sets up a 
lot of goals.”

Jack West’s breakout season carrying men’s soccer offense
DANNY SCHWARTZ
SPORTS EDITOR

Junior midfielder Jack West crosses the ball against Pricipia College on Thursday night at Francis Field. West scored two goals to lead 
the Bears to a 4-0 victory, giving him a team-high seven on the season.

BRIAN BENTON | STUDENT LIFE
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          drink &  dine
[weekly bar and restaurant guide]

101 Beers on Tap
Happy Hour • Live Music 

Open Daily until 3am
 3 miles east of campus

6001 Manchester Ave. St. Louis, MO 63110

NicksIrishPub.com

KATIE’S 
 6611 CLAYTON ROAD 

(ACROSS FROM SCHNUCKS)

314-727-8585

KATIESPIZZACAFE.COM

PIZZA 

FOR KATIE’S PIZZA 
DELIVERY CALL 

314-727-8585
KATIESPIZZACAFE.COM

10% OFF 
YOUR PURCHASE 

WITH

DELIVERY EXCLUDED; EXPIRES 10/31/14

 6611 CLAYTON ROAD 
(ACROSS FROM SCHNUCKS)

6655 Delmar Blvd (East of Cicero’s)
314-913-6632

Farmers
Market
in the Loop

Saturdays 8am-12:30

1

16          17         18          19         20       21      22      

NOVEMBER

 2          3           4          5          6          7       8       

9          10         11         12         13        14     15       

23         24          25          26        27        28      29         

VOLLEYBALL • Hendrix College @ WUSTL 
      Saturday at 10 A.M. 

CROSS COUNTRY• UAA Championships @ Forest Park    
      Saturday at 11:30 A.M. 

FOOTBALL• Case Western Reserve University @ WUSTL    
      Saturday at 12 P.M. Senior Day 

SWIMMING • @ DePauw University  
      Saturday at 12 P.M.
 
VOLLEYBALL • #18 Millikin University @ WUSTL      
Saturday at 2:30 P.M. 

MEN’S SOCCER • New York University @ WUSTL 
       Sunday at 11 A.M. Senior Day 

VOLLEYBALL • Westminister University @ WUSTL  
       Friday at 3 P.M. Dig for Pink 

MEN’S SOCCER • #3 Brandeis University @ WUSTL  
       Friday at 5:30 P.M. 

VOLLEYBALL • Transylvania University @ WUSTL  
       Friday at 7:30 P.M. Senior Night; Dig for Pink 

WOMEN’S SOCCER • Brandeis University @ WUSTL  
       Friday at 8 P.M.  

WOMEN’S SOCCER • New York University @ WUSTL 
       Sunday at 1:30 P.M. Senior Day 

31

31        
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FORUM

BOWIE CHEN | STUDENT LIFE

STAFF EDITORIAL

Leave the Ray Rice jerseys, racial costumes at home this weekend

I
t’s 2014. Somewhere 
a misguided someone 
is heralding the end of  
racism and the begin-

nings of a post-racial society 
in which no one sees color. 
And somewhere else, an 
equally misguided someone 
on Instagram is posting a 
photo of a young white child 
clad in a Ray Rice jersey, face 
smeared with brown makeup, 
a baby doll dragged behind 
him by the curls of her hair. 
It’s 2014 and apparently black-
face and domestic violence 
are appropriate subjects to 
mock via a child’s Halloween 
costume.

Halloween began nearly 

two millennia ago to ward 
off roaming ghosts, but given 
the way some people choose 
to dress or choose to force 
their children to dress for 
All Hallows’ Eve today, you 
might think they hope to ward 
off an inclusive society built 
on mutual respect. Modern 
Halloween in its purest form is 
a time for door-to-door trick-
or-treating, costume parties 
and jack-o’-lantern carving. 

It’s not a time for cultural 
appropriation or the adoption 
of aspects of one culture by 
a different cultural group. It’s 
not a time for dressing in a 
way that physicalizes words 
and thoughts most people 

would only say behind the 
anonymity of “Wash U 
Confessions.” It’s a time for 
candy treats, not offensive 
costume tricks.

Given the recent estab-
lishment of Washington 
University’s Center for 
Diversity and Inclusion, it 
might be tempting to think the 
days of fraternity brothers—or 
anyone, for that matter—deck-
ing themselves in military 
uniforms with Nerf guns 
pointed at a man dressed in a 
turban are long gone. But just 
as we aren’t in a post-racial 
society, we are not in a post-
racist-Halloween-costume 
society. 

Inevitably, at some point 
during this Halloweekend, 
someone on this campus will 
wear a costume that makes 
another someone uncomfort-
able because said costume 
targets and/or objectifies 
his or her race, sex, gender, 
socioeconomic level, family 
background or one of count-
less other identities.

Now, you may be reading 
this and wondering, “With 
all these identities in play, 
how do I know whatever I 
wear won’t offend anyone? 
Do I have to dress as a sheet 
ghost?” The simple answer 
to that is no, you don’t have 
channel your inner Charlie 

Brown and cut eye holes into 
your twin XL bedspread. 
There are plenty of fun, funny 
and creepy ways to dress 
up for Halloween without 
offending someone. Simply 
select a costume not based in 
a cultural identity. 

This isn’t to say you can’t 
dress as Harry Potter if you 
aren’t a young white man. 
Rather, it’s to say you if you 
choose to dress as Harry 
Potter, you should not physi-
cally change your appearance 
with too much more than a 
lightning-bolt-shaped faux 
scar. It’s also to say you 
shouldn’t garb yourself as 
solely a cultural identity—that 

means no going to [insert 
frat party name here] as a 
Japanese person if you are not 
in fact a Japanese person.

The golden rule in these 
moments is to take a second 
and think. If you have to alter 
the color of your skin to get 
into character, you shouldn’t 
choose that get-up. If your 
costume comes in a bag 
labeled “Sexy [insert race/
ethnicity/culture here],” you 
should have kept the receipt. 

Most importantly, if you 
have to ask, “Is my Halloween 
costume racist/otherwise 
inappropriate for public con-
sumption?” you probably just 
shouldn’t be wearing it.

Once an article is 
published on studlife.
com, it will remain there 
permanently. We do 
not remove articles or 
authors’ names from the 
site unless an agreement 
was reached prior to July 
1, 2005.

We welcome letters 
to the editor and 
op-ed submissions 
from our readers. 
Submissions may 
be sent to letters@
studlife.com and 
must include the 
writer’s name, class 
and phone number 
for verification. 

Letters should be 
no longer than 350 
words in length, 
and readers may 
also submit longer 
op-eds of up to 750 
words. We reserve 
the right to print 
any submission as a 
letter or op-ed.
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S
ince Aug. 9, I have 
read hundreds of  
articles running 
the gamut from 

critiquing black culture to con-
demning police brutality and 
conservative racism. White 
liberals have somehow slipped 
through the cracks of criticism 
and escaped unscathed. I’m a 
part of this demographic, and 
it’s time we talk about how we 
have treated Ferguson—and 
better yet, what Ferguson 
wants from us.

Following Michael Brown’s 
death, there was a Facebook 
feeding frenzy in which white 
liberals were arguably the 
most prominent contributors. 
But like most trending topics, 
it did not last long. Scrolling 
through my timeline today, 
Mike Brown/Ferguson posts 
are largely extinct, but the 
protests have persisted day 
and night, before and after the 
rush of #FergusonOctober. 

I admit I thought Ferguson 
had come and gone around 
mid-September when the 
media left and the numbers 
dwindled and we white liber-
als had done our part. I posted 
a few pro-Ferguson protest op-
eds, bought a few meals from 
a local Ferguson restaurant 

and attended a panel on diver-
sity, all in the name of publicly 
separating ourselves from the 
overtly racist population and 
patting each other on back all 
the while. 

But as senior Jacqui 
Germain, an activist and 
artist points out, “There’s a 
difference between support-
ing something and working 
towards it.” For example, 
Washington University, a 
white liberal school by most 
measures, supports racial 
justice and integration, but it 
isn’t working toward it actively 
enough. The numbers don’t 
lie—only 8 percent of students 
in the freshman class are on 
Pell Grants. But we have a 
new Center for Diversity and 
Inclusion on campus and have 
hosted just enough panels 
to let the University escape 
criticism for its otherwise 
alarming lack of involvement 
in Ferguson.

The numbers in Ferguson 
tell a similar story. Although 
#FergusonOctober drew 
a wider racial and ethnic 
makeup, the vast majority 
of protests I have attended 
are primarily black men and 
women fighting this battle 
on the front lines. The fight 
against racism too often 
falls entirely on the backs of  
minorities, when historically 

their successes have played a 
vital role in creating the mod-
ern era in which we live. 

As Howard Winant, 
author of “The New Politics 
of Race,” explains, “Race 
has always been an issue of  
democracy, an indicator—the 
most reliable one we have—of 
democracy’s limitations.” 
In other words, movements 
against racism are constantly 
keeping our democracy in 
check, testing its validity, 
which in turn is beneficial for 
all. White liberals who have 
been called upon for support 
have come up short. 

A recent anonymous letter 
from several activists expresses 
this frustration after Occupy 
SLU organizers had struggled 
to get students on the ground: 
“We are reminded of bedtime 
stories our families told us 
about a strange people called 
‘White Liberals.’ According 
to the stories, these people are 
split in half on the inside and 
will support you with their 
words but never their actions.”

White liberalism in times of  
resistance often comes with an 
overdose of ego and a lack of  
commitment. White liberals 
have run to Martin Luther 
King for quotes regarding the 
need for “peaceful” actions. 
But our selective memory 
is disturbing. King wrote 

in his iconic Letter from 
Birmingham Jail:

“I have almost reached the 
regrettable conclusion that 
the Negro’s great stumbling 
block in his stride toward 
freedom is not the White 
Citizen’s Counciler or the Ku 
Klux Klanner, but the white 
moderate.”

The question stands: what 
exactly is the role for white 
liberals? I forwarded this 
question to Germain. After a 
moment of deliberation, she 
told me, “White liberals need 
to take this conversation into 
spaces black people can’t.” 
She continued, “Their job is 
to uplift the voices of people 
of color without taking up too 
much space.” 

This is often an intimi-
dating idea for white 
liberals—and as Germain 
pointed out, liberals of all 
races. I felt this disconnect in 
the month following Mike 
Brown’s death. I wrote a few 
articles, visited Ferguson a few 
times, but struggled to find my 
place among the protesters. 
I kept going and continue to 
go, and it is rarely a comfort-
able situation, but that’s the 
point. If change is going to 
come about, we are going to 
have to get comfortable being 
uncomfortable for the sake of  
us all.

T
wo weeks ago, 
the Olin Business 
School formally 
launched its new 

Business of Sports minor with 
a speech by Golden State 
Warriors owner Joe Lacob 
in Bauer Hall’s Frick Forum. 
Lacob recently donated $1 
million to the school toward 
the minor.  

I am certainly grateful 
to Lacob for his generos-
ity, which has allowed me 
to enroll in this semester’s 
initial course offering of the 
sports business minor. If  
the NBA’s recent $24-billion 
television deal is any indica-
tion, the sports industry is 
a booming domain deserv-
ing of increased study, and 
Washington University could 
become a national leader.   

I attended Lacob’s talk 
eager to hear his opinion on 

another issue that has domi-
nated the NBA news cycle 
for the past several months. I 
asked what impact the fran-
chise sales of Donald Sterling 
and Bruce Levenson after 
both made racially charged 
comments has had on the 
dynamic of NBA ownership. 

Lacob spoke strongly 
against Sterling, saying that 
the disgraced ex-Los Angeles 
Clippers owner “had to go. 
Period. End of story.” But 
to begin his answer, Lacob 
whipped out his phone, 
displayed it to the crowd 
and cautioned that anything 
recorded or sent in text is 
“discoverable.” 

“We all have to be respon-
sible for our actions and how 
we act both publicly and 
privately,” Lacob said. 

Lacob’s interpretation was 
unsurprising but nonetheless 
greatly revealing—and a bit 
disappointing. 

Sterling, who made his 

money in real estate, settled 
the largest housing discrimi-
nation lawsuit in federal 
Department of Justice history. 
This was years before the 
league outed him for making 
incendiary comments to V. 
Stiviano. 

The tragedy of the Sterling 
scandal is how little the 
exposure of his private racism 
teaches us about institutional-
ized racism. I don’t have the 
space to fully explain here, 
but readers should watch 
the Deadspin video “In 10 
Minutes, ESPN’s Bomani 
Jones Lays Waste To The 
Sterling Issue” to gain a fuller 
perspective. 

The lesson for people in 
power post-Sterling has not 
been to avoid the kind of  
vicious housing discrimina-
tion that is linked to abject 
poverty, deplorable education 
and runaway incarceration in 
our cities. Instead, it has been 
to avoid saying dumb things 

that may be unearthed from 
the Cloud, sold to TMZ or 
discovered on email chains 
(ironically, Lacob’s co-owner, 
Peter Guber, had precisely the 
latter happen when he sent 
an organization-wide email 
saying he must learn to speak 
“hoodish” to communicate 
with his players). 

The NBA never punished 
Sterling for housing discrimi-
nation, so I don’t blame Lacob 
for his response to the fallout. 
Still, one of sports’ more 
respectable owners having 
the limited take he did before 
Wash. U.’s future business 
leaders of America and the 
world is telling of systemic 
problems.

Whether willfully or not, 
the corporate community that 
runs sports has an undeniable 
blind spot when it comes to 
social responsibility. For all 
the joy that sports can bring 
to communities, the reality of  
the business is often far more 

cynical.  
Across the nation, owners 

are squeezing unnecessary 
public funds out of cities for 
stadium projects with less 
socioeconomic benefit than 
advertised. Construction of  
Olympic and World Cup sta-
diums leads to worker deaths 
and mass evictions while 
losing money for the countries 
that host the events. 

On the contrary, Lacob 
is one of the good guys in 
sports management. He has 
brought a winning team to the 
Warriors’ fan base, announced 
plans for a new arena in San 
Francisco that is completely 
privately funded and hired the 
first openly gay, high-ranking 
American sports executive, 
team president Rick Welts. 

Earlier this week, I spoke 
with Todd Milbourn, Olin’s 
associate dean of faculty 
and the professor in charge 
of implementing the sports 
business minor, about whether 

the minor would include a 
course on the social impact of  
sports business. He said that 
as of now, it is not in the plans, 
though classes may feature 
related discussion. 

Indeed, the introductory 
Business of Sports course 
being offered this semester has 
brought up themes of public 
stadium financing, Division I 
college athlete compensation 
and other such issues. But 
topics like these—and ensur-
ing sports’ productive role in 
communities—must become 
a core focus of the program. 
I encourage Milbourn and 
others involved with the 
curriculum to adjust it accord-
ingly and look to include a 
required course on social 
responsibility. 

If not, the program will fail 
to provide students who will 
one day have major influ-
ence in the industry with the 
comprehensive education it 
promises.   

CLARK RANDALL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Are white liberals failing Ferguson? 

ALEX LEICHENGER
SENIOR FORUM EDITOR

Business of Sports minor must feature social responsibility lessons

EDITORIAL CARTOON
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complete phrase 
along a single continuous spelling 
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COWGIRL/ 
COWBOY
NEED: flannel or jean 
shirt, jeans and boots.

 To get the cowgirl 
look, tie your hair into a 
braid and draw on some 
freckles. For you prospec-
tive cowboys out there, 
just rustle your hair a bit 
and gel it into place for 
the perfect “I just herded 
some cows” look. If  you 
have a bandana, tie that 
around your neck. Extra 
points if  you have a cow-
boy hat.

GOTH PUNK
NEED: black clothing, 
black makeup and 
combat boots. 

The goth look is sur-
prisingly underdone for 
Halloween. All you need 
to do is put on all-black 

clothing and some heavy 
black eyeliner (optional 
for guys), and you’ve 
got an edgy costume. 
This one is an especially 
good idea for anti-social 
people: you can say that 
you’re just in character if  
you lurk in the corner all 
evening.

‘HUNGER 
GAMES’ 
CHARACTERS
NEED: workout tank, ath-
letic jacket, leggings or 
dark pants, and boots. 

To celebrate the 
upcoming release of  
“Mockingjay,” you can 
dress up like our beloved 
characters from the first 
two movies. If  you want 
to dress up like Katniss, 
for instance, there are 
plenty of  YouTube videos 

on how to do the Katniss 
braid. If  you really want 
to pull together your cos-
tume, you can print out a 
mockingjay pin and fasten 
it to your costume. 

’80S 
WORKOUT 
BABE
NEED: brightly colored 
clothing, tights and 
headband. 

Bring out your inner 
retro with a hint of  piz-
zazz by going as an ’80s 
workout fanatic. If  you 
have a crop top, leggings, 
leg warmers or a leotard, 
all the better! If  not, 
just wear neon clothing 
and think nauseatingly 
positive Jane Fonda VHS 
workout tapes, and every-
one will know what look 
you’re going for.

COUNTRY 
CLUB PREP
NEED: polo, khakis or 
skirt and sunglasses 
(with croakies). 

If  you have any 
Vineyard Vines or Lily 
Pulitzer sitting in your 
closet, this may be the 
perfect costume for you. 
The trick to making this 
a costume rather than 
a regular outfit is in 
absurdly matching the 
items. Flower pattern on 
flower pattern? Go for it. 
Bonus points if  you carry 
around a tennis racket. 

HIPSTER 
CONCERT-
GOER
NEED: high-waisted 
bottoms, crop top and 

flowers for girls; man 
tank and bright shorts 
for boys. 

The hipster costume 
can come in many forms, 
but all of  them are just as 
recognizable. If  you have 
hipster sunglasses, wear 
them on your head—
wearing sunglasses at 
night is lame. If  you have 
questions about what 
counts as hipster, you 
can look through some 
pictures of  WILD for 
inspiration.

ATHLETE
NEED: sports jersey or 
shirt and prop. 

If  you don’t have that 
much time to get ready or 
just aren’t that into dress-
ing up for Halloween, 
this is a great option. Just 
sling on a sports jersey 
or fan shirt and you can 
say that you’re a player or 

fan. Nobody will applaud 
you for creativity, but at 
least you can say you sort 
of  tried.

FACEBOOK
NEED: a marker. 

Write “book” across 
your face. First pulled in 
mainstream media by Jim 
in “The Office,” this is 
quite possibly the laziest 
Halloween costume out 
there. Some people may 
give you points for clever-
ness; some people may 
throw you out of  their 
party. That’s your risk to 
take.

Halloween is nearly upon us, and for some of  us—let’s be honest, a great majority of  us—that means a 
last-minute scramble to find an easy Halloween costume. While many people think that means you have 
to rush to Target and shell out money on a lame, overdone costume like a witch or nurse, there are actually 
a number of  costumes that you can pull together from items you brought to college. —Lindsay Tracy

Halloween
EASY LAST-MINUTE

COSTUMES
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Management and business skills are critical tools to help  
you accelerate your career growth.     

The Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University now offers an MS in  
Management Studies to help graduating college seniors jumpstart their careers – in less  
than a year:

•  Kellogg’s top-tier education, with classes taught exclusively by Kellogg faculty –  
in downtown Chicago

• Membership in the global Kellogg alumni network

• Highly personalized career coaching and preparation

GRADUATE FROM  
THE status quo. 

LEARN MORE

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: kell.gg/msms-ignite

Spirits in 
the Garden: 
Creepy Crawl

Looking for a classier way to celebrate All Hallows’ Eve? 
Explore the beautiful St. Louis Botanical Gardens in the 
moonlight while sampling spirits from several local distilleries 
including Lion’s Tooth, Mad Buffalo Distillery, Mastermind 
Vodka, Pinckney Bend Distillery, Wood Hat Spirits, and Square 
One Brewery and Distillery.  

The price of admission is $30 for the general public, $20 for 
Botanical Gardens members and $15 for designated drivers 
and includes the samples from the distilleries above along with 
appetizers, a dance party on the Garden Grounds from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m., a tour where you can learn about the haunted history 
of the Victorian District and entry into a costume contest with 
the following categories: Most Spirited Costume, Creepiest 
Costume, Best Couple or Group and Best Botanical Inspiration.  

Halloween
in the STL: 2014 Edition

Halloween this year is on a Friday, so there is simply no excuse not to go out with friends, wear a super elaborate costume and have a great night. If  you’re looking to get off  campus this year, and 
the Top Shelf  event at Harry’s really isn’t your scene, check out these St. Louis Halloween events, ranging from a world-class haunted house to Halloween parties all over town. –Erica Sloan

The Darkness 
Haunted House

Rated America’s best haunted house, The Darkness, 
which celebrated its 20th anniversary of  scream-
inducing, bone-chilling special effects in 2013, is a St. 
Louis tradition for Halloween lovers near and far. The 
Darkness consists of  the two-story Darkness Haunted 
House, the Terror Visions 3D Haunted House, and 
the Monster Museum and gift store. Each year, the 
attraction is entirely renovated to exceed visitors’ high 
expectations. The upstairs section of  The Darkness has 
10 new scenes, including a flying zombie and zom-
bie special effects room, where zombies appear to be 
coming directly toward you. The Darkness team has 
also taken gory to another level, so if  you’re into that 
kind of  thing, get excited for the new serial killer room 
featuring Sawzilla, a human killing machine. This is 
no trick: if  you enter, beware because you may just be 
Sawzilla’s next treat.   

Fright Night at 
Ballpark Village

For a multi-venue, 21+ Halloween experience, you may 
want to check out Fright Night at Ballpark Village. Even 
though the $35 price tag may seem lofty, it includes an 
all-inclusive beverage package from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. at 
Cardinals Nation, FOX Sports Midwest Live!, Budweiser 
Brew House, PBR St. Louis and Howl at the Moon. The 
event will feature disc jockey Mike Justis and a costume 
contest with $5,000 in total cash prizes. For those under 
21, hit up Busch Stadium to see a free performance by 
Jambone from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. and also a midnight 
screening of  the “Rocky Horror Picture Show.” 

‘Rocky Horror 
Picture Show’ 
at the Tivoli

In keeping with the Halloween tradition, go see a midnight 
screening of Rocky Horror at the Tivoli on the Loop. Enter into 
the Frankenstein-esque world of Dr. Frank Furter, a transvestite 
from “Transsexual, Transylvania,” who claims to have dis-
covered the meaning of life in his creation of Rocky. Comedy, 
mystery, love and of course, horror mingle in the events that 
occur when Brad Majors and Janet Weiss stumble upon Frank’s 
castle after getting a flat tire on a cold November evening.  

Nightmare of 
Washington 

My Drink On is back this year, hosting its annual pub crawl 
on Washington Avenue, featuring The Over/Under Sports 
Bar, Flannery’s, Hair of the Dog, Rosalita’s, Bobby’s Place and 
Flamingo Bowl. A $25 ticket gets you free admission to any 
of the above venues, along with three drink tickets and drink 
specials at many of the above bars.  While you’re there, make 
sure to enter the Halloween contest by posting photos of you 
and your friends decked out in your most elaborate costumes 
on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram tagging @MyDrinkOn and 
#NightmareOn for a chance to win $1,000! Each post counts 
as an additional chance to win. This is a perfect opportunity for 
those ages 21+ to escape the Wash. U. Bubble and meet locals 
and other college students in St. Louis.

Haunted Heights
Three Sixty is hosting a festive Halloween party this year, with 

spooky-themed drinks, a prize drawing and a costume contest. 
For just a $10 cover charge, you can be a part of this annual 
Halloween bash, sure to draw a large crowd of college students 
from the area.  The party will also feature tarot card readers, 
mediums and psychics, so if Halloween seems like the ideal night 
to determine just what your future may hold, this is your chance 
at a glimpse into the crystal ball.  

Monster Bash 
in the Grove

Hit up the Atomic Cowboy to be a part of  one of  the 
biggest Halloween bashes in St. Louis, complete with 
food and drink specials, live music from Like An Army, 
a costume contest featuring MC Lola Van Ella ($10 entry 
fee) and prize giveaways totaling $1,500.  The entire event 
from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. will also feature a live broadcast by 
1057 The Points LUX. At midnight, stick around for the 
Halloweentown after-party, featuring DJ MAHF and a 
bonfire for roasting marshmallows, the perfect treat at the 
end of  a long night, and especially in the cold temperatures 
predicted for Friday.
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