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Students at Stephen Prothero’s 
Assembly Series lecture on 
Thursday dove into the chasm of  
culture wars and partisan divisions 
in American politics.

The event, which was sponsored 
by the Danforth Center on Religion 
and Politics (DCRP), drew many 
members of  the St. Louis commu-
nity as well as students. Prothero, 
a professor of  religion at Boston 
University who has previously 
appeared on “The Colbert Report,” 
discussed his research into culture 
wars, or the conflict between cul-
tural values that are growing more 
or less prominent in society.

Rachel Lindsey, associate direc-
tor of  the DCRP, hoped that the 
lecture would help members of  the 
University community look beyond 
the terms “conservative” and “lib-
eral” and their usage in society.

“I hope that this discussion 
helps [students] to think outside 
of  the standard categories that are 
bandied around in media and pub-
lic discourse, generally without a 
whole lot of  thought behind them,” 
Lindsey said. 

Prothero began to study 

culture wars after the Ground Zero 
Mosque controversy in 2009-10, in 
which many people were angered 
by the potential construction of  a 
mosque at the site of  the destroyed 
World Trade Center buildings. A 
book by Prothero on the subject 
is tentatively scheduled to be pub-
lished in April 2015. 

In his speech, Prothero discussed 
the five main culture wars in U.S. 
history: the election of  1800—
in which newly formed political 
parties clashed over whether to 
increase or reduce the federal 
government’s power—Protestant 
opposition to Catholics during 
the 1830s, Protestant attacks on 
Mormons during the mid 1800s, 
the Prohibition era and today’s 
withering of  the traditional defini-
tion of  family values. He provided 
the context and results for each of  
these battles and explained why 
conservatives have always lost the 
culture wars they have launched.

He noted that today’s culture 
war began with the IRS’s attempts 
to tax segregation academies, or 
white-only private schools, to com-
bat the Supreme Court’s Brown v. 
Board of  Education decision. He 

Bigger may be better for 
Washington University: adminis-
trators recently revealed plans to 
admit classes the size of  this year’s 
1,765-member freshman class for 
the next several years until the 
undergraduate population reaches 
a total enrollment of  7,000.

With a current enrollment of  
6,695 undergraduate students, the 

University has already increased in 
size by over 20 percent in the past 
20 years.

Although administrators say 
expansion will ultimately benefit 
the University and college appli-
cants, many are concerned that the 
growth will negatively impact other 
aspects of  the undergraduate expe-
rience, including course sizes and 
housing.

When Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton first came to Washington 

University in 1995, he and now-
Vice Chancellor for Admissions 
John Berg set out to accomplish 
three goals in terms of  admis-
sions: strengthen diversity, build 
Washington University’s quality 
and make it affordable. In 1995, 
Wrighton said, expanding under-
graduate enrollment was not in the 
plan.

The fall of  1995 saw 1,184 

As opener Five Knives took the 
stage, Icona Pop led a panel discussion 
about women’s empowerment and 
leadership as a part of the Campus 
Consciousness Tour, which partnered 
with Social Programming Board for 
this year’s WILD.

Caroline Hjelt and Aino Jawo, 
who make up the Swedish pop duo, 
felt strongly that women’s empow-
erment should be discussed at 
universities to accompany the Campus 
Consciousness Tour’s emphasis on 
environmentalism. Washington 
University was the sixth stop on the 
college tour.

Five female students were chosen 
out of those who applied to partake 
in the discussion: freshman Olivia 
Beres, sophomore Nina Stoller, junior 
Ellen Kaushansky and seniors Clare 
Mulligan and Emma Tyler. Each was 
able to bring along two friends for the 
discussion and received a $100 gift 
card.

Each of the five women selected 

spoke briefly about their passions.
“I want to go into the sports indus-

try, which is heavily male-dominated,” 
Kaushansky said before describing the 
OWN IT conference she and others 
will be bringing to campus next fall. 
“We want to empower women who 
are going into sports and entertain-
ment, science, politics and business.”

Hjelt noted the importance of see-
ing women in these kinds of fields.

“When you’re putting on your TV 
and you have all of those sports chan-
nels, it’s just guys, guys, guys. It would 
be nice to see a woman up there to talk 
about sports,” Hjelt said.

Lara Seaver, a project manager for 
the Campus Consciousness Tour, said 
that the band was extremely open to 
the panel discussions because it feels 
that there is still work to be done in 
terms of women’s empowerment.

“They didn’t know what it would 
look like, but they thought, we’re 
doing a cause tour, this is our cause. 
They didn’t demand that every-
thing was about that. We sat down 
and thought about how we can do 
the environmental thing that’s our 

mission...while making it female-
focused and supporting. Not many 
bands would say yes to re-arranging 
their schedules to talk to college girls 
and fans, so [Icona Pop] took a chance 
on this. It was definitely a leap of  
faith,” Seaver said.

Seaver felt that the discussion was a 
more meaningful way to connect with 
students and host an event with more 
lasting impact than simple petitions or 
ice cream socials that had been done 
in the past.

“This way, this is something they’ll 
remember for a really long time. It’s 
only a half-hour of their lives, but it’s 
memorable. It’s a way to do something 
deeper that’s a little more meaning-
ful,” she said.

Icona Pop’s Jawo noted that wom-
en’s issues are important to them 
because of their own experiences with 
discrimination and hardship within 
the music industry.

“We know that especially when it 
comes to leadership, we’ve been strug-
gling so much in the music industry. 
We have our own company, Icona 
Pop, and we kind of are leaders of it, 

and we have people who work for us. 
But it’s been a struggle,” Jawo said. 
“Usually when you hear the word 
‘pop star,’ you think there’s just a girl, 
a product, and they don’t decide any-
thing or do anything, but we’re like, 
we are almost crazy when it comes 
to control. It’s hard just because we’re 
women.”

Freshman Emily Cosgrove said 
she was glad to have attended the 

discussion and happy to see that Icona 
Pop was dedicated to the issue.

“I think it went really well. It’s a 
really cool thing that they’re doing, 
being able to add something to the 
concert, make it something more. 
It was interesting to hear real-life, 
actual things that were happening to 
them that related to what we were 
talking about today, women’s empow-
erment,” Cosgrove said.
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Assembly Series speaker 
discusses ‘culture wars,’ 
modern partisan politics

University hopes to sustain size 
of freshman class in expansion

Icona Pop leads panel on women’s empowerment before WILD
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Icona Pop duo Aino Jawo (left) and Caroline Hjelt (right) respond to a student 
question at a panel discussion on women’s empowerment. Icona Pop hosted 
the panel to promote female leadership among students.
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CLASS SIZE 
ON THE RISE:
CHANGES IN WASH. U.  

ENROLLMENT  
1995-2014

 Starting in the 
base year of 1995, 
enrollment at Wash. 
U. has generally 
increased. School 
administration is 
aiming to increase 
the undergraduate 
population to 
7,000 overall in the 
coming years.
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incoming freshmen to 
the University and 4,972 
total students, which had 
increased to 1,431 freshmen 
and 6,055 total students by 
the fall of  2008. Throughout 
this time, Wrighton said, 
the University focused 
on enhancing the qual-
ity of  the students’ 
experience while trying 
to realize the three objec-
tives of  diversity, quality 
and affordability. As appli-
cant pools grew stronger 
and larger, administrators 
felt they could expand the 
student body without com-
promising these objectives.

However, since 2009, the 
University has been pursu-
ing what Wrighton calls 
a “soft goal” of  trying to 
increase total undergraduate 
population size to 7,000 stu-
dents. To achieve the goal, 
the University will have to 
create class sizes around 
1,750 students each, which 
is similar to this year’s larger 
freshman class, Jen Smith, 
dean of  the College of  Arts 
& Sciences, said.

Wrighton said that 
the goal to expand the 
University came not from a 
desire to have large classes 
for the sake of  reputation 
but to make the University 
available to the greatest 
number of  students possible.

“You might ask, well, why 

do you want to grow at all? 
And a part of  it is response 
to interest. More people 
want to be here, and we 
have an obligation in a way 
to share this high-quality 
experience with as many as 
we can realistically engage 
and at the same time kind 
of  preserving the culture,” 
Wrighton said.

However, after reaching 
the desired 7,000 students, 
the number of  undergradu-
ates will be capped for a 
while, Provost Holden 
Thorp said. 

“That was a plan that 
was put together before I 
got here, so [in terms of] 
the extra students this year, 
while it was more than we 
had in the model for this par-
ticular year, it wasn’t really 
far outside what we kind of  
been working towards,” he 
said.

However, with an increase 
in student population, 
administrators have had to 
look at the effects on class 
sizes, advising and residen-
tial life in order to reconcile 
the larger numbers with the 
school’s available offerings.

“We have a diversity of  
offerings, and so in order 
to make each one of  those 
vibrant and viable, you want 
to have a good, strong stu-
dent body,” Barbara Schaal, 
dean of  Arts & Sciences 

faculty, said. 
Schaal explained that by 

increasing the target num-
ber of  students each school 
enrolls by a small amount 
each year, the University will 
get closer to its 7,000-student 
goal. With increases spread 
over multiple schools, the 
expansion will be less visible 
than it might initially appear.

“We do very, very care-
ful planning so once we 
know how big the freshman 
class is…we begin to look at 
number of  sections, we hire 
lecturers or more [teaching 
assistants], we make sure we 
have the classroom,” Schaal 
said. “It’s done very, very 
carefully because otherwise 
you could end up with a 
very unpleasant situation.”

However, Schaal noted 
that the real issues with the 
expansion will be in large 
introductory science courses, 
like General Chemistry and 
Biology 2960.

Smith, who also has been 
very active in the planning 
process, said that while big 
lecture classes will continue 
to increase in class size, reci-
tation and lab sections will 
be added in order to keep 
the numbers of  students 
per class at their current 
numbers.

She noted that Arts & 
Sciences in particular has 
been keeping an eye on 
advising sections and fresh-
man seminars.

“Many if  not most of  kind 
of  the resources we have 
we’re looking to keep kind 
of  as stable at a per-student 
ratio as we can,” Smith said, 
adding that more advisors 

had been added this year in 
order to accommodate the 
freshman class. 

Smith added that Arts & 
Sciences did not see mas-
sive increases in wait lists for 
freshmen this year—a good 
sign, she said, suggesting 
freshmen got into the classes 
that they wanted. Her main 
concern was for the com-
ing years, when demand 
for upper-level courses with 
already-large sections would 
increase.

“I think that’s a place 
where we’re going to have 
to look at really carefully to 
try to make sure that kind of  
the upper-level classes in the 
more popular majors don’t 
get totally, totally swamped. 
We’re already talking to 
those departments and try-
ing to see what we can do 
to get into place in the next 
couple of  years enough 
options so that those class 
sizes don’t really go nuts,” 
Smith said.

Smith said that once 
this semester is over, the 
University will run statistics 
on average class size and see 
how much it has changed.

Additionally, Residential 
Life has seen some changes 
in plans this year with the 
increase of  the freshman 
class and has been planning 
ahead for the increases in the 
undergraduate population.

“Considering the plan 
was to grow the class incre-
mentally, it gave all of  us 
time to be able to prepare 
to accommodate a larger 
class in all facets, includ-
ing in housing,” Associate 
Director of  Residential Life 

Tim Lempfert said.
Residential Life and 

Washington University-
owned undergraduate 
housing made 6,720 total 
beds available in Fall 2014, 
with 3,323 being on the 
South 40, according to the 
Office of  the Provost. This 
year also saw an increase in 
the number of  beds available 
for undergraduates with 
the opening of  the Lofts of  
Washington University on 
Delmar Boulevard, which 
has plans to expand through 
a second phase in the near 
future.

Since the plan to increase 
the undergraduate popula-
tion began to take shape in 
2009, Residential Life has 
built new buildings includ-
ing South 40 and Eliot B 
Houses. Additionally, in 
order to house the larger 
freshman class this year, the 
renovation of  Rubelmann 
House was pushed back.

However, some sopho-
mores had to be moved 
to the Village due to lack 
of  space on the South 40. 
This year, about 4 per-
cent of  sophomores live in 
the Village or off-campus 
apartments.

“Our hope is to be able to 
accommodate as many stu-
dents who want to be a part 
of  [living on the South 40] as 
possible, but we know that 
there are sophomores who 
don’t want to be a part of  
that, too, so we’re going to 
work with everybody to try 
to get them placed in hous-
ing that best fits their needs,” 
Lempfert said.

Lempfert said he is not 
concerned about whether 
enough total housing will be 
available for students next 
year, even if  the incoming 
freshman class is as big as 
this year’s was. However, the 
number of  beds available for 
sophomores on the South 40 
may change.

He also noted that a hous-
ing selection task force of  
students and staff  has been 
meeting throughout the 
semester to review options 
for this year’s housing selec-
tion process.

Ashley Shin was among 
the sophomores who were 
pushed to the Village this 
year as a result of  a lack of  
space on the South 40.

While she likes her apart-
ment and the Village’s 
proximity to her classes, the 
cost of  living in the Village 
has been the most difficult 
part. Shin, whose financial 
aid package was reduced this 
year to not include room and 
board, said that it’s around 
$4,000 more expensive for 
her to live in the Village than 
on the South 40.

“I think that’s the one 
thing that bothered us the 
most is that, yes, being 
far away from my friends, 
whatever, making the trip, 
whatever, but the money 
that I had to pay extra for 
not wanting to be there was 
the most disturbing thing,” 
Shin said.

Sophomore Sierra Kindig 
was also assigned to the 
Village because of  a bad 
housing lottery number. 
Though she has resigned 
herself  to the idea of  living 
in the Village, she was not 
pleased with the placement 
at first.

“I feel like Wash. U. 
implicitly promises you that 
you get to live on the 40 your 
freshman and sophomore 
years. Because Wash. U. is 
so big on selling the com-
munity experience, it was 
almost as if  we were being 
told that we could no longer 
be included in this commu-
nity,” Kindig said.

Smith hopes that students 
will still be able to maintain 
similar relationships with 
faculty and other aspects of  
the undergraduate experi-
ence, including residential 
communities, even with the 
class expansions.

“The last thing we want is 
for people to get less individ-
ualized attention. Knowing 
each student by name and 
story is kind of  the mantra 
we live by, and that’s who 
we are, and we would never 
want to lose that,” Smith 
said.

With additional reporting by 
Emily Schienvar.
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MONDAY 27
PARTLY CLOUDY
82 / 59

SATURDAY 28
PARTLY CLOUDY
67 / 44

SUNDAY 29
SUNNY
62 / 42theflipside

October 22
Larceny— Between 10 and 11 a.m. 
on Oct. 22, two unattended laptops 
were stolen from an unsecured office 
in Compton Hall. The loss is valued at 
$3,500.
Disposition: Pending

Larceny—Between 9 p.m. on Oct. 17 and 
6 p.m. on Oct. 18, a complainant reported 
his bicycle was stolen from the bike rack 
from the west of the Wallace Garage. The 
loss is valued at $250.
Disposition: Pending

Larceny—The campus bookstore 
reported an Apple USB Superdrive stolen 
between 11:35 and 11:45 a.m. on Oct. 22. 
The loss is valued at $79.
Disposition: Pending

MONDAY 27
Chipotle Benefit Night for DM
Chipotle, 6316 Delmar Blvd., 4 to 8 p.m.
At the cash register, present a flyer 
in paper or on your phone or tell 
the cashier that you are supporting 
Washington University’s Dance Marathon 
benefit night. 50 percent of the proceeds 
go toward Children’s Miracle Network 
in St. Louis. Co-sponsored by Dance 
Marathon and Alpha Phi Omega.

Africa Week 2014: Unmasked—Trivia 
Night
Danforth University Center, 
Room 234, 7 p.m.
Register your team online. Sponsored by 
the African Students Association.

TUESDAY 28
Tuesday Tea at 3
Danforth University Center, Tisch 
Commons, 3 to 5 p.m.
Hosted by Dining Services. This event is 
free and open to the public. 

Benefit Night at FroYo
FroYo Frozen Yogurt, 
6329 Delmar Blvd, 5 to 9 p.m.
Proceeds will benefit the St. Louis 
Crisis Nursery and Prevent Child Abuse 
America. This event is sponsored by 
Kappa Delta as part of KD Kickoff Week.

WEDNESDAY 29
Congress of the South 40 Presents RJ 
Mitte
Graham Chapel, 6 p.m.
“Overcoming Adversity: Turning a 
Disadvantage to an Advantage.” Talk by 
RJ Mitte, best known for “Breaking Bad.” 

Africa Week 2014: Unmasked—Lecture
Seigle Hall, Room L006, 6:30 p.m. 
“Unmasking Ebola: Myths and 
Misconceptions.” Lecture by James 
Ogedegbe, Nigerian epidemiologist and 
director of Disease Control for the State 
of Florida Health Department. This 
lecture is free and open to the public.
lecture is free and open to the public.

EVENT
CALENDAR

POLICE
BEAT

QUOTE
OF THE DAY

“I think one thing 
that is important to 
realize is that North 
St. Louis still needs 
our help. It’s not 
static...it’s really 
really sad to see 
how much more is 
gone.”
- Chris Naffziger, St. 
Louis Patina blogger

CLASS SIZES FROM PAGE 1

also claimed that con-
servatives have taken 
issues of  race and con-
verted them to arguments 
about family values and 
religions.

Prothero touched on 
other aspects of  the mod-
ern culture war as well, 
including the controversial 
Roe v. Wade court case 
that allowed women to 
get abortions, the Pledge 
of  Allegiance, same-sex 
marriage and Islam. He 
foresees the family values 
aspect of  today’s war com-
ing to an end in around 
five to 10 years, but he 
added that the issues of  
race and religion will con-
tinue for years to come.

Lindsey planned the 
lecture and said the DCRP 
had brought Prothero to 

campus because of  his 
extensive experience with 
religion and politics.

“He has a public pro-
file,” Lindsey said, “and 
we wanted to draw on 
that. He is a leading expert 
in this field. He is well 
known in the history of  
religion and American 
history, generally speak-
ing, and he’s also a public 
intellectual.”

Madeline Pensiero, a 
sophomore, had to attend 
the event for a course but 
said she was pleased she 
went.

“I thought it was really 
informative,” Pensiero 
said. “I’m in a religion 
and politics class right 
now, Religion and Politics 
in American History, and 
I thought it went along 

really nicely with that 
class.”

Pensiero added that she 
enjoyed the question-and-
answer session with the 
audience afterwards.

Senior Krupa Desai 
said she was fascinated by 
Prothero’s speech.

“I thought it was really, 
really good,” Desai said. 
“I thought he was really 
riveting, and he was a 
good orator in general.”

She also enjoyed the 
background he provided 
on the subject.

“I thought the histori-
cal perspective on culture 
wars was really interesting 
because I think we think 
of  it in a contemporary 
sense, but it was really cool 
to hear about the historical 
part of  it,” Desai said.

PARTISAN FROM PAGE 1

STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE

Stephen Prothero, a professor of religion at Boston University, speaks about his book on Ameri-
ca’s ‘culture wars.’ The talk was sponsored by the John C. Danforth Center on Religion & Politics.



After the day’s festivi-
ties, WILDs in the past 
have always seemed like 
a bit of  an anti-climax. 
Between the students 
who don’t make it and 
those who prefer enjoying 
the inflatable couches to 
dancing, the energy never 
seems to match the hype 
behind the event. 

This WILD was notice-
ably different. Despite the 
fact that Icona Pop is only 
really known for one or 
two songs and the openers 
were relatively unknown 
up-and-coming artists, the 
night proved to be up to 
the task of  entertaining a 
crowd of  rowdy and easily 
distracted college kids. 
Icona Pop, Lowell and 
Five Knives stopped off  
at Washington University 
as part of  their Campus 
Consciousness tour 
(Social Programming 
Board brought third 
opener GRiZ in sepa-
rately), and it was clear 
that this was not their 
first rodeo: each act had 
a streamlined live show 
and knew how to keep 
the crowd hyped up and 
engaged. 

In fact, it was probably 
the biggest crowd left 
at the end of  WILD in 
recent memory, proving 
that, although most Wash. 
U. students might pretend 
to like music that doesn’t 
get played on the radio, 
there’s a Top 40 pop lover 
in a lot of  us. Or maybe 
it was just the alcohol 

talking (and dancing).
Swedish pop/disc-

jockey duo Icona Pop 
(aka Caroline Hjelt and 
Aino Jawo) started off  
its set strong with “All 
Night,” and although it 
may have been a risky 
move to pull out one of  
the well-known songs 
early, it was the right one. 
The track got the crowd 
dancing and singing from 
minute one of  Icona Pop’s 
show, and the momentum 
lasted for the whole set, 
even as the duo played 
some of  the lesser-known 
songs from its debut 2013 
album “This Is... Icona 
Pop.” 

Instead of  a rambling, 
poorly engineered show a 
la Chance the Rapper, it 
was clear that Icona Pop 
has perfected its set list 
and timing, and although 
its energy might have felt 
a little forced at times, 
the mass of  students 
didn’t seem to mind and 
played along with the 
duo’s onstage antics. 
Icona Pop’s songs may all 
sound the same, and it’s 
not exactly pushing any 
boundaries with its dance-
pop style, but the band’s 
combination of  simple 
lyrics (perfect for singing 
along) and catchy hooks 
seems made for the stage 
and converting a crowd 
fast. 

And it worked. 
Considering the pair has 
been touring steadily for 
the past year and hasn’t 
released new music, the 
set was pretty similar to 
the show it put on during 

its appearance at LouFest 
last year. Either way, 
Icona Pop seems to have a 
winning formula down for 
an exciting and engaging 
live show, and for that 
hour and a half  on Friday 
night, it felt like the band 
had converted at least 
some of  Wash. U. 

The real star of  the 
night, however, was 
opener DJ GRiZ, who 
stormed onto the stage 
in Brookings Quadrangle 
ready to take over a crowd 
of  students who had 
probably never heard of  
him before the night. His 
lineup of  bass-thump-
ing, saxophone-laced 
tracks was the perfect 
edgier complement to 
the bubblegum dance of  
Icona Pop, ramping up 
the energy while intro-
ducing the audience to 
his unique style of  dance 
music, influenced as it 
is by everything ranging 
from soul to funk to jazz. 

His addition of  live 
saxophone pushed the 
live show beyond the 
usual stand-at-the-decks 
DJ routine and created a 
much more complex and 
exciting set. Although 
GRiZ may not have been 
the headliner at WILD, he 
certainly stole the show. 

All in all, it was a 
surprisingly successful 
WILD considering the 
fact that there didn’t seem 
to be much on-campus 
excitement leading up to 
the event. Hopefully SPB 
can carry the momentum 
going into the event next 
spring.
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WE KNOW THAT FOOD AND
DINING PLAY AN IMPORTANT
ROLE IN YOUR EXPERIENCE AT
WASH U. WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU ABOUT HOW WE CAN
MAKE IT EVEN BETTER.

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
DINING SERVICES

@WUSTLdining

DININGSERVICES.WUSTL.EDU 

FILL OUT OUR SURVEY AND BE ENTERED 
TO WIN A $150 VOUCHER FOR 
SOUTHWEST AIRLINES. 

AVAILABLE ONLINE 
OCTOBER 27TH - 
NOVEMBER 10TH

WIN
$150

KAYLA HOLLENBAUGH
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

LEFT: Two students dance on the crowd’s shoulders during Icona Pop’s performance at this year’s Fall WILD. RIGHT, TOP: Swedish duo Icona Pop performs in Brookings Quadrangle on Friday 
night. RIGHT, BOTTOM: Lowell opens for Icona Pop as part of the Campus Consciousness tour, which came to Washington University for WILD.
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A
rriving to 
Washington 
University as 
a freshman in 

August, the event I most 
looked forward to was 
WILD. A free concert on 
campus with an actually 
relevant act was just too 
good to be true. When 
Social Programming Board 
announced Icona Pop as 
the headliner, I wasn’t even 
disappointed because while 
bubblegum electronic pop 
is not my thing, I knew that 
the band would still put on 
an amazing show regard-
less. I didn’t care—I loved it 
(sorry, had to). 

Yet, come WILD week, I 
started to worry. I was still 
excited to go, but I was also 
incredibly concerned about 
whether I would enjoy the 
concert or if  it was even 
worth going. You see, I 
don’t drink, but people were 
all saying it didn’t matter 
who the headliner was—
they would be too drunk to 
care anyway. Or even better, 
some upperclassmen would 
“advise” me unknowingly 
that going to WILD sober 

was a waste of  time. 
I worried, because even 

though I’m comfortable 
around drunk people, the 
rumor was that most fresh-
man don’t even make it to 
WILD. All I heard were 
stories of  people who had 
gone to WILD sober and 
drunk, but no one ever went 
sober more than once.  

Come Friday morning, I 
was still planning on going 
to WILD despite all I had 
heard, but now for an addi-
tional reason as well. No 
longer was I going just to 
have fun—I also wanted to 
prove to myself  that WILD 
sober was not only do-able, 
but enjoyable. For anyone 
who had the same worries 
as I did, here is a guide for 
how to do WILD sober 
come spring semester.

1) Check social media 
often during class hours. 

Yik Yak and Snapchat 
were flooded all of  Friday 
morning with stories of  day 
drinking and day parties, 
in-class drinking games 
and professor’s aphorisms 
on WILD. There’s nothing 
quite like a teacher telling 
his freshman seminar he 
would assume they were all 
21 or a student starting his 

day with a Budweiser in the 
shower making it to the top 
of  the hot list.

2) Go to a pre-game. 
I know for many sober 

people, pre-games can be 
daunting, but you need 
to remember that half  a 
pre-game is still just talking 
to people. You might as 
well just go to a pre-game 
with your friends and 
drink water. It’s better than 
showing up to WILD alone 
hoping to find someone you 
know. 

3) Don’t stay toward the 
back. 

Regardless of  your state 
of  drunkenness or sobriety, 
Icona Pop and GRiZ both 
put on amazing sets. Both 
were high-energy dance sets 
that catered to anyone, no 
matter their level of  intoxi-
cation. So go to WILD 
and just have fun: talk to 
friends, dance with people 
(consentingly) and don’t be 
awkward. I know the default 
for sober people around 
drunk people is to withdraw 
and just sit back and watch, 
but don’t do this. 

While you can stand 
at the back and just listen 
to the music, WILD is so 
much better when you’re 

involved. Whether you stick 
with friends or just meet 
random new people, remem-
ber this is a free concert. Just 
because you’re sober doesn’t 
mean you have to stand in 
the corner. WILD is specifi-
cally a night to have fun, not 
necessarily drunk fun. 

4) Help anyone who 
needs it. 

This last step is possibly 
the most important. At 
a concert where people 
intend to get blackout 
drunk, there will be some 
people in bad shape. In 
those cases, you are the 
(possibly only) sober friend, 
which means you are the 
most coherent and able to 
help in that situation. The 
first image I had of  WILD 
was a girl being carried out 
on a stretcher. Don’t let 
that happen to your friends 
or anyone around you in 
general. WILD is not the 
time to be a bystander. 
Help anyone and everyone.

While daunting, WILD 
is completely do-able 
sober. Don’t be scared by 
people who only focus on 
the drinking. You can gain 
many enjoyable memories 
even without the added 
alcohol.

WESLEY JENKENS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Lessons on how to enjoy WILD while sober

S
tudent Union elec-
tions are coming up 
on Tuesday, Nov. 
4. Student Union’s 

mission is to advocate for 
student needs and interests, 
allocate the student activities 
fee and program for the entire 
student body. Above all of  
this, however, Student Union 
is your official undergraduate 
student government.  

This semester, half of  
the seats on SU Senate and 
Treasury are open, providing 
seats for 23 new leaders in 
SU. We strongly encourage 
students from across campus 
to consider running for these 
positions and change the 
undergraduate experience for 
the better.  

Treasury representatives 
and senators work with 
students and administrators 

across campus to implement 
changes and initiatives stu-
dents want to see. Treasury 
has control of over $914,000 
of the student activities 
fee—$457 from each student. 
Just this semester, Treasury 
and Senate voted on the 
allocation of over $225,000 
in carry-forward funding that 
went to major campus initia-
tives, including new cardio 
equipment for the Athletic 
Complex, the funding of an 
anti-violence prevention app, 
and campus contributions 
to the Center For Diversity 
and Inclusion and the 
Community Service Office. 
Senate and Treasury vote and 
approve the general budget 
of over $2.7 million. Former 
senators have completed 
important projects such 
as a resolution that lead to 

ROTC course credit for Arts 
& Sciences students and the 
Circ Tracker App. 

We have many passionate 
students with the desire to get 
involved with issues in the 
St. Louis and Washington 
University communities. 
SU is an excellent avenue 
to channel that passion. 
Through SU, you can make 
connections with adminis-
trators and allocate funding 
towards such projects. The 
work you can do to make 
this community a better place 
is an opportunity that each 
and every Wash. U. student 
should seize.

When SU is filled with pas-
sionate and active students 
like yourselves, the student 
government becomes a proac-
tive force on campus that the 
undergraduate student body 

sees as a resource for funding, 
advocacy work and innova-
tive programming. 

Not only do we need 
more passionate students in 
Student Union, we need lead-
ers who accurately represent 
the entire student body. 
Currently only 25 percent of  
Treasury is female, and only 
35 percent in Senate. There 
are zero female students 
in any leadership positions 
on Senate or Treasury. The 
numbers for minority groups 
in leadership positions are 
comparably low. As of the 
writing of this op-ed, there 
are open seats in engineering, 
business and art.  

Time and time again we’ve 
seen uncontested elections 
and unfilled seats. Last fall, 
only 10 people ran for 11 
Treasury seats. In both the 

2012 and 2013 Senate elec-
tions, no students ran for 
seats in the art or architecture 
school.  

We need more students 
from all backgrounds, experi-
ences and areas of campus to 
represent the student body in 
these positions.  

We encourage you to be 
an engaged constituent of  
your student government. 
Read the platforms, get to 
know your candidates and 
vote for the students you 
want advocating for you to 
the University administration 
and allocating your student 
activities fee. Provide feed-
back to current SU officers. 
Stop by the office, email your 
Senator with project ideas 
and go to the open Senate 
and Treasury meetings every 
Tuesday at 9:30 p.m.  

Last fall, only 15 percent 
of the student body voted. 
We will only have a more 
effective student government 
if you involve yourself and 
invest your time. 

The deadline for running 
in this fall’s election is this 
Wednesday, Oct. 29. For 
those of you reading this now, 
it’s not too late to have your 
name on the ballot. Details 
can be found at su.wustl.edu/
fallelections.

Run, make change and 
vote on Nov. 4. 

Emma Tyler, Student Union 
President
Vivek Biswas, Vice President of  
Administration 
Amee Azad, Diversity Affairs 
Council Chair
Savannah Rush, Student Union 
Election Commissioner 

 Why we need you for SU
OP-ED SUBMISSION

With expansion of Wash. U. class sizes, bigger isn’t always better

F
or many applicants 
to Washington 
University, the 
school’s small-

to-medium size is a huge 
advantage on the college 
pros and cons list. Smaller 
colleges offer more individual-
ized education—you aren’t 
just a face in the crowd. You 
have the advantage of taking 
smaller classes, knowing your 
professors personally and 
getting opportunities for a 
customized education. At a 
smaller college, you are part of  
a community—even though 
it’s impossible to know every-
one at Wash. U., you will see 
lots of familiar faces walking 
around campus.

The recent University 

population expansion thus 
leaves us with concerns about 
Wash. U.’s unique atmosphere 
as we move forward. Jennifer 
Smith, dean in the College of  
Arts & Sciences, stated that 
the University aims to increase 
the size of the student body 
to about 7,000 undergraduate 
students by enrolling future 
freshman classes with about 
1,750 students (approximately 
the size of the class of 2018). 
And while this increase in 
population certainly doesn’t 
make us a large state school, 
it will impact the University’s 
character.

It’s no secret that Wash. U. 
has been trying to brand itself  
as a top-tier institution, but of  
the top 15 U.S. News & World 

Report Best Universities, we 
are already the fourth largest 
(and all of the top five univer-
sities have smaller enrollments 
than Wash. U.).

In looking forward to a 
larger student body, housing is 
the biggest issue, as University 
housing is already bursting at 
the seams. The University has 
had plans for a freshman dor-
mitory to replace Rubelmann 
Hall since before 2009 but 
due to large class sizes has 
been unable to demolish the 
aging structure—despite even 
throwing a going-away party 
for Ruby last spring. 

In recent years, enter-
ing freshman classes have 
grown so large that tradi-
tional sophomore dorms like 

Rutledge, Dauten and Myers 
Houses now house freshmen, 
displacing sophomores to 
the North Side or the Lofts 
of Washington University. 
Freshmen are missing out on 
the freshman floor experience: 
the traditional sophomore 
suite-style dorms are sig-
nificantly more closed off and 
don’t promote the same large 
community that other fresh-
man dorms do. Sophomores 
are missing out on the experi-
ence of living on the South 40 
with all of their friends.

As population increases, 
reality dictates that we have 
to expand farther away from 
the University for housing. 
The Lofts already contain 
414 beds, and as we move 

through subsequent phases 
of construction, more and 
more students will be farther 
away from the University 
and the inclusive University 
experience.

Are there even enough 
facilities to accommodate a 
larger class size? As it is, many 
departments are stretched thin 
when it comes to classrooms 
and offices, and increasing the 
number of students certainly 
won’t alleviate that stress. 
While the new Knight and 
Bauer Halls are a step in the 
right direction, this increase 
will demand not only new 
classrooms but also new 
faculty offices and common 
spaces.

Granted, we will see some 

of those developments coming 
with the two new engineering 
buildings planned for con-
struction. Carmon Colangelo, 
dean of the art school, has also 
told Student Life that there are 
ambitions of building a new 
art and architecture building in 
the parking lot space outside 
Givens Hall. Colangelo hopes 
that construction will begin in 
2017.  

As Wash. U. expands both 
in population and in area, the 
University is reaching the lim-
its of where it can and should 
grow. There are multi-faceted 
issues with expansion, and the 
University needs to consider 
how each area is intercon-
nected with every other before 
increasing our school’s size.

STAFF EDITORIAL

EDITORIAL CARTOON



Hawaii is a hotbed 
for volleyball talent, and 
Washington University has 
taken full advantage.

Sophomore libero Hua 
Katagiri and recently gradu-
ated Kelly Pang (class of  
2013), the volleyball team’s 
all-time digs leader, played 
for the same volleyball club 
in Hawaii under the same 
coach and went to high 
schools only 15 minutes 
away from each other. 

Coming from such simi-
lar backgrounds in an area 
known for producing defen-
sive talents, it’s no wonder 
both players developed into 
two of  Wash. U.’s most 

prolific backcourt players in 
recent memory.  

Katagiri hails from 
Kane’ohe, Hawaii, which 
is a town incorporated into 
the city of  Honolulu on the 
north side of  O’ahu Island. 
She was a three-year varsity 
player at Kamehameha-
Kapalama High School 
and helped lead her team 
to a state championship her 
sophomore year. 

Katagiri always knew col-
legiate volleyball was in her 
future. What convinced her 
to attend Wash. U. was a 
conversation she had with 
Pang.

“She only had positive 
things to say about the 
school and it was the best 
option,” Katagiri said. “It 

had great academics, a great 
volleyball team and when I 
visited, the team was very 
welcoming.”

Last season, Katagiri led 
the team with 547 digs to 
place ninth on the Bears’ sin-
gle-season record board and 
become the first freshman to 
lead the team in digs since 
Pang set the single-season 
record with 702 digs in 2009.

In her first year, Katagiri 
started alongside fellow 
freshmen in middle hitter 
Caroline Dupont and out-
side hitter Rexi Sheredy, 
where she learned to estab-
lish a louder presence on the 
court. 

“There were also a lot of  
other freshmen who saw the 
court, and I think we worked 

together really well. As the 
season progressed, they 
encouraged me to be louder 
and take more of  a leader-
ship role,” Katagiri said. 

In her sophomore year, 
Katagiri has shown no 
signs of  slowing down. The 
libero has upped her digs 
per set from 4.41 to 4.65 
and already has posted 10 
matches of  20 digs or more. 
With 526 digs and at least 
seven games to go in the 
regular season, she is poised 
to jump even higher in the 
record book.

Although Katagiri might 
seem unlikely to reach 
Pang’s 2,520 career digs, she 
can still join the exclusive 
2,000-career-digs club. As 
of  this season, only Pang 

and Colleen Winter (class 
of  2004) have eclipsed that 
mark. With her current pace 
of  over 500 digs a season, 
Katagiri is on pace to sur-
pass that milestone by the 
end of  her senior year.

Bears first-year head 
coach Vanessa Walby was 
able to watch Pang play 
as an opponent during her 
time as the University of  
Chicago’s head coach, and 
she sees a few resemblances 
between Pang and Katagiri.

“They are both very 
aggressive and defen-
sive-minded players,” 
Walby said. “Skill-wise, 
fundamental-wise and 
defensive-mentality-wise, 
they are very similar 
and they’ve been trained 

extremely well.”
Walby highlights 

Katagiri’s consistency, both 
in digs and off  the serve, as 
a stabilizing presence for the 
entire team.

“Ball control is big when 
it comes to playing the 
game of  volleyball, and if  
you can’t pass the ball on 
the serve receive and you 
can’t play defense to get 
the ball up to your setter, 
you can’t run an offense to 
score points,” Walby said. 
“[Katagiri] has a lot of  
control over the backcourt, 
and I let her have control 
because I think she handles 
it well. Our ball control, 
with her and Rexi [Sheredy] 
back there, is fantastic 
compared to a lot of  other 
schools we play.”

Katagiri also provides that 
calming presence with her 
demeanor on the court.

“She has a very quiet per-
sonality off  the court, but on 
the court she’s very loud and 
very steady,” Walby said. 
“She brings and provides a 
very calming atmosphere 
for her teammates around 
her, and I think it helps with 
our consistency on our team 
with defense. They know 
exactly what they are going 
to get out of  Hua [Katagiri] 
every game, so it’s easy for 
kids to play around her all 
the time.”

While digs often take 
a backseat role to kills on 
the highlight reel, Katagiri 
takes pride in her backcourt 
defense. 

“It’s really cool when I 
get a good dig and I can 
see my teammates [get a 
kill],” Katagiri said. “It’s 
equally gratifying to see that 
I helped get a kill.”
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Five turnovers, an inef-
fective offense and a 
fatigued defense added 
up to the Washington 
University football team 
conceding the most 
points in the 27-year his-
tory of  the Founders 
Cup in a 44-23 loss to the 
University of  Chicago on 
Saturday.

By dropping its 
University Athletic 
Association opener, the 
Bears fell to 2-5 overall 
and saw their seven-game 
UAA winning streak, 
which dated back three 
years, come to an end. 

Overall, five turnovers 
were the ultimate downfall 
for the Bears, as they put a 
halt to offensive drives and 
wore down a struggling 
defense. In total, the Red 
and Green fumbled the 
ball four times and threw 
one interception, which 
resulted in the Maroons 
holding onto the ball for 
over 40 minutes compared 
to under 20 for the Bears. 

“We’re not good enough 
to overcome turnovers. 
We have a young team 
and they’re still develop-
ing,” head coach Larry 
Kindbom said. “We want 
to have efficiency and 
effectiveness of  plays, but 
when a team has the ball 
for that amount of  time, it 
takes a toll on us.”

The Bears opened up 
the scoring on a 28-yard 
field goal from junior 
kicker Alex Hallwachs 
with 9:39 left in the first 
quarter, but the Maroons 
answered right back 
with a touchdown two 
plays later to ignite an 

offense that would go on 
to score 30 unanswered 
points. Chicago added a 
field goal and two more 
touchdowns, though they 
missed an extra point, to 
lead 23-3 at the end of  the 
first half. 

The Red and Green 
didn’t fare any better in 
the second half, however, 
as Chicago began by scor-
ing a touchdown and then 
forcing a fumble. While 
the Bears were able to 
capitalize on a Chicago 
interception and score a 
touchdown to trim the 
deficit to 30-10, they saw 
their chances of  staying 
competitive in the game 
fade away with their next 
three drives ending in a 
punt, turnover on downs 
and an interception, 
respectively. 

With the game’s out-
come all but certain, 
the Bears’ offense saw 
more life toward the 
end of  the third quar-
ter. Junior running back 
Cody Ratermann and 
senior running back Zach 
Lonneman each had a 
rushing touchdown while 
backup quarterback Alex 
Hodakowski connected 
with senior tight end Chris 
Levine for a 7-yard touch-
down for the final score of  
the game. 

Despite the late touch-
downs, the Bears were 
displeased with their 
offensive performance 
overall. 

“We made a lot of  men-
tal mistakes, whether it 
was a sloppy penalty, a 
missed read or just letting 
our emotions get ahead of  
us. That makes it really 
difficult to move the ball 
down the field and score,” 

Lonneman said.
On defense, the Bears 

hauled in two inter-
ceptions and held the 
Maroons to only 151 yards 
through the air. However, 
the Bears were unable 
to stop Chicago’s relent-
less rushing attack, as the 
Red and Green gave up 
329 rushing yards on 64 
attempts. 

Wash. U. has now 
allowed 44 points or more 
in three games this season. 
According to Kindbom, 
the Bears gave up too 
many big plays to stay 
competitive. 

“We made a lot of  mis-
takes,” Kindbom said. 
“Chicago is a good team. 
We can’t give up big plays, 
and they made a lot of  
them.”

The Bears return to 
action next Saturday, 
when they host Case 
Western Reserve 
University at Francis Field 
for Senior Day.

Football falls to Chicago, drops first UAA game in three years
WEBER GAOWEN
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

SPORTS
Hawaii connection paying big dividends for volleyball

AARON BREZEL
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Sophomore libero Hua Katagiri makes a dig on Sept. 24 against Westminister College. Katagiri leads the team with 526 digs and has recorded 4.65 digs per set this season.

DANNY REISE | WUSTL PHOTOS

Junior running back Cody Ratermann breaks a tackle against Ohio Northern University on Sept. 9. Ratermann carried the ball 
six times for 22 yards and scored a touchdown in a loss on Saturday against the University of Chicago. 

MADELAINE AZAR | STUDENT LIFE
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Chris Naffziger stops as 
we cruise through an area 
of  North St. Louis where, 
for entire blocks, the city 
almost disappears. In front 
of  us, on Hebert Street in 
the JeffVanderLou neigh-
borhood, the crumbling 
skeleton of  a building 
barely survives, making for 
a sight you might usually 
associate with the after-
math of  a natural disaster. 

But instead of  a tornado, 
brick thieves struck the 
historic four-family house, 
built in 1895, several years 
ago. As we turn and drive 
past the overgrown wreck, 
Naffziger, ever the optimist 
when it comes to the city’s 
architecture, points it out. 

“It’s a testament to St. 
Louis builders,” he says. “I 
mean, my God, they took 
all of  the exterior walls and 
it’s still standing? It’s pretty 
impressive.” 

On his blog St. Louis 
Patina, Naffziger docu-
ments the beauty and 
history hidden throughout 
the city’s eclectic collection 
of  neighborhoods, often in 
those troubled by poverty 
and crime or devastated by 
decades of  abandonment. 
While he always focuses on 
the positive things happen-
ing in a neighborhood––he 
estimates he’s negative 
about once a month––his 
website’s frequent images 
of  derelict buildings and 
vacant lots force us to con-
front the dire realities of  
economic depression and 
urban decay in large swaths 
of  St. Louis. 

Though Naffziger loves 
the city’s old architecture 
for its incredible craftsman-
ship and rich, idiosyncratic 
blend of  styles, to him the 
buildings represent far 
more than their aesthetic 
and historical value. They 
represent racism, classism, 
failed urban policies––
essentially, he argues, what 
happens when we abandon 
an entire half  of  our city. 

The recent unrest in 
Ferguson has thrust 
such volatile issues into 
the national spotlight. 

Originally the destination 
of  white families leav-
ing the neighborhoods of  
North St. Louis en masse, 
North County suburbs like 
Ferguson have in recent 
decades attracted black 
families moving out of  the 
declining city. Ferguson’s 
demographic change is 
striking: it has shifted from 
73.8 percent white in 1990 
to 67.4 percent black in 
2010, slightly losing popu-
lation in that period. 

Though Naffziger’s posts 
mainly focus on St. Louis 
city, he sees clear parallels 
between Ferguson and his 
blog’s catalog of  abandon-
ment. While we initially 
met last spring, I reached 
out to hear his reaction 
to recent events, which 
he insists have made the 
lessons of  North St. Louis’ 
decay all the more relevant. 

“I think my website is 
very much about racism, 
redlining and how some 
of  white America has 
continued to flee from its 
racial problems,” Naffziger 
said. “Perhaps my posts 
on North St. Louis are a 
warning to the people of  
North County of  what is 
the eventual result of  rac-
ism being ignored in the St. 
Louis region.” 

Since starting the website 
in 2007, Naffziger has 
posted over 2,000 entries 
on architectural wonders 
and oddities in, around 
and beyond St. Louis. 
From his home in Tower 
Grove East, he sets off  for 
sites all around the city, 
though he most often finds 
himself  returning to the 
neighborhoods north of  
Delmar. The 36-year-old 
Naffziger grew up in subur-
ban St. Louis and lived in 
Baltimore and Washington, 
D.C., before returning to 
the city several years ago. 

Prior to his homecom-
ing, Naffziger had become 
immersed in Washington 
University alumnus Rob 
Powers’ website Built St. 
Louis, which he credits as 
being “revelatory” and the 
main inspiration for his 
own blog. Struck by the 
stark images of  ruined and 
vanishing neighborhoods 

in North St. Louis, he 
resolved to go see for 
himself  the reality of  this 
long-feared, ignored and 
misunderstood part of  the 
city. 

Naffziger quickly found 
himself  “addicted” to 
exploring these beautiful 
but often troubled areas. 
He doesn’t sugarcoat the 
serious problems of  the 
northern half  of  the city, 
but he also fights back 
against easy stereotypes 
and an often-overwhelming 
climate of  negativity and 
ignorance. 

“People are friendly up 
here,” he said, respond-
ing to those who ask him 
if  local residents are ever 
angry or hostile toward his 
presence. “Growing up, 
you’d hear these stories, 
‘So a friend of  a friend, 
he accidentally got lost in 
North St. Louis and, like, 
these gangsters were shoot-
ing at them and screaming,’ 
and, you know, that doesn’t 
happen.” 

Naffziger is aware of  
how it looks for him to 
walk around and photo-
graph buildings in poor, 
predominantly black neigh-
borhoods, but he says he’s 
never had a bad experience. 

“I’ve only encountered 
curiosity,” he said. “People 
are honestly wondering 
what the hell I’m doing 
here. I’m just this guy 
driving around looking at 
stuff. I realize that people 
could feel threatened. 
Let’s be frank, North St. 
Louis African-American 
neighborhoods have always 
been the place where 
government planners 
have experimented. And 
when an elderly African-
American woman sees me 
snapping pictures, I think 
it’s completely valid, I think 
it’s completely fair, for her 
to wonder what I’m doing. 
Am I some white guy plot-
ting the next experiment on 
her neighborhood?” 

The latest “experiment” 
on North St. Louis comes 
courtesy of  Wash. U. 
alumnus and prominent 
property developer Paul 
McKee, whom Naffziger 
blames for the devastation 

of  countless historic build-
ings in neighborhoods such 
as JeffVanderLou, St. Louis 
Place and beyond. 

As part of  his approved 
NorthSide Regeneration 
plan––a massive, $8 billion 
redevelopment of  over 
1,500 acres of  land north 
of  downtown––McKee has 
for the past decade bought 
up hundreds of  buildings 
only to let them sit and rot 
as his project has suffered a 
series of  stalls and set-
backs. As we begin to drive 
into “McKee Land,” as 
Naffziger calls it, he points 
to a patch of  prairie on an 
empty corner. 

“Straight ahead was one 
of  most beautiful buildings 
in the city of  St. Louis,” 
he says. “Owned by Paul 
McKee, and he let it die. It 
was torn down five years 
ago.” In the center of  the 
proposed development area 
sits the 33-acre Pruitt-Igoe 
site, now a potent symbol 
of  the past failures of  
large-scale “urban renewal” 
efforts. Famously demol-
ished in the 1970s, only 20 
years after its construction, 
the former housing project 
has since given way to a 
dense urban forest. 

Our destination one 
sunny April day is what 
Naffziger calls “the 
travesty,” and as we drive 
down Salisbury Street in 
the Hyde Park neighbor-
hood, it suddenly, surreally 
appears. The spire and 
facade of  a monumental 
Gothic Revival church 
stand ruined, a fraction of  
the roof  surviving, the rest 
of  the structure collapsed 
in a heap of  brick, stone 
and lumber. 

We park to walk around 
the rubble as Naffziger 
takes out his camera and 
shoots what little remains 
of  the once-glorious 
edifice. The 119-year-
old Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church partially collapsed 
barely a week before we 
visited it. Demolition crews 
tore down the last fragment 
of  the church, its grand 
brick bell tower, in early 
August. 

Though he’ll continue to 
champion the forgotten and 

forlorn parts of  St. Louis, 
Naffziger’s optimism 
hasn’t been reflected in the 
ongoing saga of  decay and 
demolition that remains the 
status quo in many parts of  
the city. 

“I think one thing that’s 
important to realize,” he 
says, “is that North St. 
Louis still needs our help. 
It’s not static. It’s really 
sad. I’ve been coming up 
here for 10 years looking 
around, and it’s really, 
really sad to see how much 
more is gone.” 

“So you think it’s get-
ting––” I begin to ask. 

“It’s getting worse,” he 
says, “and Paul McKee is 

helping ruin it.” 
Naffziger holds absentee 

property owners, brick 
thieves and misguided 
urban planners responsible 
for the continued destruc-
tion of  the historic fabric 
of  St. Louis, but he blames 
everyone in America, him-
self  included, for largely 
failing our cities over the 
past several decades. St. 
Louis Patina is a warning, 
a call to arms, a shame-on-
you directed at all of  us. 
Its message is simple and 
important, and Naffziger 
sums it up best: “Let’s start 
ripping down prejudice,” 
he says, “instead of  tearing 
down buildings.”

SCENE

We love our friends, and 
when they get hurt, it’s 
hard for us to not come 
back swinging on their 
behalf. We care for them 
and want to protect them, 
and this becomes even 
more complex when the 
issue is between two of 
your friends. The most 
difficult part of a situation 
like this one will likely be 
that people within your 
friend group will begin to 
pick sides—or that two 
individuals who are no lon-
ger romantically involved 
will expect you to. 

Some friends may think 
that one person wronged 
the other and owes an 
apology, while some may 
view the situation from the 
other’s point of view. In 
either case, the reality is 
that everyone’s individual 
biases surrounding the 
two people in question 
will pose obstacles to 
objectivity. 

I believe that taking 
sides and acting on anger 
and hurt—that you did not 
experience firsthand—will 
only serve to amplify the 
drama of the situation. 
You might do better to tell 
your two friends that you 
would be happy to hear 
what they have to say 
about the situation but 

that you would prefer to 
remain impartial through-
out it.

Different individuals 
react differently to differ-
ent problems. There is no 
set equation that you can 
follow to make a friend 
feel better instantly. Some 
people seem to bounce 
back from just about 
anything, but others are 
bound to take longer to 
recover from a (perceived) 
slight. You shouldn’t grow 
frustrated or take it per-
sonally if a friend has no 
desire to be a part of your 
anymore. Separating from 
your circle may be what he 
or she feels would be most 
helpful for his or her heal-
ing process, and only that 
individual can understand 
that. 

Some people are slow 
healers. And some people 
are very, very slow healers. 
This is certainly not to say 
that they are full of hate 
and resentment but rather 
that they may just need 
a bit longer to get back 
to feeling comfortable in 
their usual group. Know 
that you can’t possibly fix 
everyone’s problems and, 
even if you could, that 
such a large responsibil-
ity should never fall on 
you alone. As long as your 
friends know you love and 
support them, there is no 
more “fixing” to be done. 

QUESTION: 
“TWO FRIENDS IN OUR 
CIRCLE JUST BROKE UP 

AND NOW THINGS WITHIN 
THE GROUP ARE WEIRD. 

WHAT SHOULD I DO?”

Set yourself straight. Be sure to make it clear to 
your two friends that, while you are willing to listen 
to their sides of the story, you will not be picking 
sides. Tell them you will not participate in speak-
ing negatively about the other person—this is 
crucial if you do not want to sever any friendships 
and hope to keep your group together.

Be the distraction. If you’re tired of drama bringing 
the whole group down, try to bring some lightness 
to the mix! Take one of your two friends who have 
just been through a breakup and just spend a day 
hanging out, just the two of you. (OK, it’s Wash. 
U., so a full day may be a little ambitious—perhaps 
a few hours.) Get off campus and do something 
relaxing that will hopefully get his or her mind off 
of the commotion for a while. Your friend will ap-
preciate the gesture and know that you will always 
be there to provide support.

You can’t be the ultimate problem solver. No mat-
ter how much you may want to try, resolving any 
and every issue within a group of friends just isn’t 
possible—nor is it your duty.

CLAUDIA VAUGHAN
SCENE EDITOR

On St. Louis Patina, Chris Naffziger 
blogs the city’s beauty and blight

CHRIS BEAN
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

A Gothic Revival church in the Hyde Park neighborhood in North St. Louis stands derelict last April. The building’s remains were 
demolished in early August, with the church serving as one of a number of buildings in the area covered on the St. Louis Patina blog.

CHRIS BEAN | STUDENT LIFE
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October 28
Associate Development Program 
Silicon Valley Bank

Software Engineer Game Programming
TapBlaze

October 29
Blog and Social Media Manager 
Greenvelope LLC

Business Analyst 
The Context Network

Investment Banking Summer Analyst
Piper Jaffray & Company

October 30
Account Consultant 
Staples, Inc.

Communications / PR / Marketing Intern 
KTRS

Family Office Accountant / Adviser 
Astraeus Wealth Advisers, LLC

Graphic Design Intern 
LaunchCode

October 31
Business Affairs Intern 
Comedy Works

Design Engineer - Entry Level 
Garmin International

Creative Summer Internships: 
Writing & Editorial + Others 
Hallmark

Investment Banking Summer Analyst
Credit Suisse Group

Atlantic Media Editorial Fellowship 
Atlantic Media Company

College Preparation Program 
Assistant 
College Bound

Consumer Affairs Examination 
Internship 
Federal Reserve System

Gallery Intern 
Bruno David Gallery

Asset Management Private Bank,  
Banker Analyst 
J.P. Morgan

NBC Universal Page Program 
NBC Universal Inc.

Paralegal 
Wigdor LLP

November 1
2015 Junior Summer Institutes 
Fellowship
Public Policy and International Affairs 
Fellowship Program

Finance Intern 
Priceline.com

Marketing Internship + Others
3M

November 2
Corporate Finance Analyst Internship 
Program - New York 
Deutsche Bank

Account Manager 
American Red Cross

Alumni & Development Programs 
Summer Intern 
WUSTL - Alumni & Development

Software Engineer 
Pinterest

Recently Posted Opportunities
Technology Intern
TrueEX

Business Analytics Associate 
ZS Associates

Student Intern 
Killeen Studio Architects

Volunteer Services Internship 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

Featured Upcoming Job & Internship Deadlines
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    ST LOUIS TAXI

countycab.com

Getting Around Town? WE HAVE AN APP FOR THAT!  
 

FOR RELEASE OCTOBER 27, 2014

10/27/14
Thursday’s Puzzle Solved

10/27/14

HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
the grid above it, 
writing each unique 
letter only once. 
The correct solution 
will spell the 
complete phrase 
along a single continuous spelling 
path that moves horizontally, 
vertically and diagonally. Fill the grid 
from square to square - revisiting 
letters as needed to complete the 
spelling path in order. Each letter will 
appear only once in the grid. 

© 2014 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  visit www.Pathem.com

topic: Books

SOLUTION TO
THURSDAY’S PUZZLE

10/27/14

HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
the grid above it, 
writing each unique 
letter only once. 
The correct solution 
will spell the 
complete phrase 
along a single continuous spelling 
path that moves horizontally, 
vertically and diagonally. Fill the grid 
from square to square - revisiting 
letters as needed to complete the 
spelling path in order. Each letter will 
appear only once in the grid. 

© 2014 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  visit www.Pathem.com

topic: Books

Pathem   Puzzle Solution

©2014 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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FROM PASSION SPRINGS PURPOSE

My goal... merging my technology and legal 
interests in a profession that will help others.

Will’s advice: “Understand how the recruiting season for your industry of interest 
works. With that said, it’s never too early to start looking for the next summer!”

This Week’s Opportunities               Events
OCT 27
I Have an Entrepreneurial Spirit: 
Now What?

OCT 28
Composing a Life: Women Inspiring 
Women

OCT 29
Citigroup Info Session

I worked as a 
Software Development 
Intern this summer with 
Microsoft Corporation.

Getting started...
I’ve done a lot of switching of 
majors since my freshmen year. 
As a freshmen, I knew I liked 
computers, specifically mobile 
computing. I also enjoyed 
studying political theory and 
politics. I wasn’t sure whether to 
pursue a math major, computer 
science, political science, or 
some combination of the three. 
My sophomore year allowed me 
to explore these interests further 
and hone in on my resulting two 
majors. Additionally, joining the 
Congress of South 40 (CS40) 
revealed to me my passion 
for working with people and 
helping them communicate.
 

Bringing my story to life...
I attended a hackathon 
sponsored by Microsoft on 
campus my freshmen year 
and met one of their recruiters 
there. He liked that I had 
a second major in political 
science and wasn’t just solely 
focused on computer science. 
He encouraged me to apply 
to an “Experience Microsoft” 
weekend open to freshmen and 
sophomores. That weekend 
helped get my resume to the 
right people. At the beginning 
of my sophomore year I went 
through interviews on campus 
and was eventually flown out to 
Seattle for the final round.

My internship take-away...
As an intern, I was worried 
about proving myself. At first, 
I was afraid to ask questions. 
But I soon realized that 
they hired me for a reason, 
the company had a lot of 
confidence in me, and they truly 
wanted me to succeed. I was 
assigned a real project for the 
summer—redesigning one of 
their mobile applications. By 
the end of the summer, we had  
built a prototype for the new 
application. It was the greatest 
opportunity I’ve ever been 
afforded and I loved my time 
there so much that I accepted 
their offer to come back.

 
Will Ralls 
2015 | Computer Science 
+ Political Science

For more information visit careercenter.wustl.edu

I also served on the Exec 
Board for Alpha Phi Omega

Serving as Junior Class President 
was an incredible experience. 
Thank you, Class of 2015! 

WUSTL Alumni &  
Development Office 

J.P. Morgan 
 
Hallmark
 
Garmin International 

NBC Universal, Inc. 

3M

Pinterest 

Atlantic Media  
Company
 
American Red Cross

CS40 taught me how to lead 
in a student group
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