
After a lengthy absence from 
Washington University, the sociol-
ogy department is making its return, 
starting with the appointment of  
Steve Fazzari as chair.

Fazzari, an economist by trade, 
was named chair of the department 
in late September, after the depart-
ment’s announced return in April 
2014. Fazzari will help lead the 
search for faculty for the developing 
department.

For the last quarter-century, the 
University has lacked a sociology 
department, and faculty involved 
with the project say that its return is 
a welcome development for both the 
University and field of sociology at 
large.

Henry “Roddy” Roediger, a pro-
fessor of psychology, co-chairs the 

search committee with Fazzari. He 
noted that the process of selecting 
the chair of the department involved 
choosing between two paths. The 
search committee could have hired 
a senior sociologist from another 
university or hired someone from 
within Washington University. 

Roediger noted that hiring out-
side the University could take years, 
which the search committee hoped 
to avoid. He added that an internal 
chair would come with knowledge 
of the University and premade 
relationships with faculty. Roediger 
described Fazzari as a strong choice 
because of his background as 
chair of economics and interest in 
sociology. 

“He’s just a terrific, enthusiastic 
guy, very easy to get along with. 
Very empathetic, he just wants to do 

A zero-tolerance policy banning 
alcohol consumption in the Lee/
Beaumont Residential College is in 
effect until Tuesday after multiple 
students were sent to the hospital for 
drinking-related issues.

Under Washington University’s 
official alcohol policy, which com-
plies with Missouri state law that the 
legal drinking age is 21, the freshman 
residents of Lee Hall and Beaumont 
House are not allowed to consume 
alcohol. However, in practice, stu-
dents whose drinking is not flagrant, 
dangerous or disruptive often do not 
face judicial action.

The implementation of the zero-
tolerance policy means that residents 
found drinking in Lee or Beau will be 
subject to sanctions, even when their 
behavior might not ordinarily merit 
them, according to Justin Carroll, 
associate vice chancellor for students.

After Residential Life staff  
observed an increase in alcohol-
related incidents and several students 

Alpha Delta Phi earned official 
recognition as a social fraternity from 
Washington University Wednesday, 
making it the first fraternity to be 
given an initial charter since 1928.

The fraternity, which was first 
formed on campus in early 2012, 
had been denied official status in the 
past due to its methods of starting a 
chapter. It formed without official 
consent from the University and the 
Washington University Interfraternity 
Council (IFC), blocking it from offi-
cial recognition.

Senior and IFC president Daniel 

Rayant said that the new addition 
of Alpha Delta Phi will help to 
fill the hole left following the 2012 
expulsions of Sigma Phi Epsilon 
and Sigma Alpha Mu from campus. 
While he noted that there has not 
been too much of a problem with 
men being turned away after the rush-
ing process, Rayant thought Alpha 
Delt’s new position as an official fra-
ternity may help more students find 
a fraternity by adding more potential 
space for men.

Although the Alpha Delta Phi 
chapter had been operating as an 
unrecognized fraternity on campus 
since 2012, the fact that it had not 
gained University consent before 

forming prevented it from gaining 
official recognition and participating 
in events like Greek Week.

“They just kind of started operat-
ing, underground in a sense. The 
chapter owns the fact that their 
approach was not the best, but 
they’ve been moving forward and try-
ing to receive recognition through the 
Interfraternity Council since then,” 
David Stetter, a coordinator with 
Student Involvement and Leadership, 
said.

After the IFC reconsidered some 
of its rules regarding new fraternities, 
however, it extended another chance 
to the Alpha Delt chapter leaders, 
eventually voting unanimously to 

recognize the chapter.
Stetter arrived on campus in 

February of this year and hoped to 
help the IFC with its policies.

“There were some gaps missing [in 
the expansion policy]. I advised the 
Interfraternity Council to...get those 
more in line with what the North-
American Interfraternity Conference 
recommends. Last semester, they 
spent some time looking at that, but 
once they got those squared up, the 
IFC was in a better position to say, 
‘Hey, we should add a fraternity,’” 
Stetter said. 

“I already consider them part 
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WU’S Ferguson engagement efforts fail student activist expectations

Washington University’s offi-
cial response to the events in 
Ferguson, Mo., has included 
lectures, forums and a food 
drive, but a number of  students 
argue that the University is not 
doing enough to address the 
problems at hand.

Given its 10-mile proximity to 
Ferguson, the St. Louis suburb 
where riots and protests have 
continued intermittently since 
police officer Darren Wilson 
shot Mike Brown, an unarmed 

black teenager, Washington 
University has made efforts to 
engage its community with the 
events.

So far, the University has 
worked to release accurate 
information to worried students 
and parents, used the Assembly 
Series lectures of  Sherrilyn Ifill 
and Kenji Yoshino as ways to 
stimulate dialogue, provided 
forums devoted specifically to 
discussing the issues around 
Ferguson, begun a food drive 
for Ferguson schoolchildren 
and provided students an outlet 
to express their feelings through 

the Wash U Voices website. 
“We have to think about 

how do we contribute to the 
solutions without being pater-
nalistic, without coming in and 
saying, ‘We’re the University, 
we’re smart, we have all these 
great faculty, we have other 
examples of  how other cities 
have done this—let us just come 
in and fix this,’” Rob Wild, 
associate vice chancellor for stu-
dents, said. 

The University also has mid-
term and long-term plans to stay 
engaged with Ferguson, accord-
ing to Dedric Carter, associate 

provost, though it does not yet 
have a timeline for those plans.

The University is now consid-
ering building partnerships to 
identify the community’s needs, 
encouraging academic explora-
tions of  Ferguson through new 
course work and beginning 
planning for longer-term goals. 

Those goals include provid-
ing support for the community, 
engaging the Washington 
University staffers who live in 
Ferguson and addressing the 
fact that poverty, inadequate 
education and racial tensions 
also exist beyond Ferguson.

Some community members 
are in favor of  the action that 
the University has already 
taken. Others, however, have 
been vocal about their criticisms 
that the University’s response 
has not emphasized its own role 
in the community.

Associate professor Bret 
Gustafson considered the 
University’s creation of  dia-
logue excellent but raised other 
concerns. 

“There’s a huge contradiction 
between what we say and what 
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WUSTL recognizes new social fraternity

BETA THETA PI 1869
PHI DELTA THETA 1891
SIGMA ALPHA EPSILON  1892
KAPPA SIGMA  1902
SIGMA CHI  1903
SIGMA NU  1903
THETA XI  1905
TAU KAPPA EPSILON  1920
ZETA BETA TAU  1923
ALPHA EPSILON PI  1928

ALPHA DELTA PHI  2014
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September 26
Auto accident— A bicyclist was struck by a 
vehicle at 4:20 p.m. on Forsyth at Olympian. 
Disposition: Cleared 

THURSDAY 2
Department of Sociology Lecture
Psychology Building, Room 216, 4 p.m.
“Rethinking the Demographic Risks 
of Poverty: Prevalences and Penalties 
in Comparative Perspective.” Lecture 
by David Brady, Berlin Social Science 
Institute.

Department of English—Reading
Duncker Hall, Hurst Lounge, 8 p.m.
Charles Baxter, author, University of 
Minnesota, reads from his fiction.

Jazz at Holmes
Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge, 8-10 p.m.
“Modern Jazz with guitarist Brian Vaccaro 
and his trio.” This event is free and open 
to the public. 

FRIDAY 3
DUC N’ Donuts
Danforth University Center, 
North Entryway, 9 a.m.
First Friday of the month. Grab some free 
donuts, coffee and ducks, and learn about 
upcoming events in the DUC. This event is 
open to the University community. 

Department of Music—Lecture
Music Classroom Building, 
Room 102, 4:15 p.m.
“Musical Excellence and Participatory 
Music: Uncovering Tensions, Interrogating 
Paradigms.” Lecture by Andre de 
Quadros, Boston University.

SATURDAY 4
Chalk The Loop
6504 Delmar Blvd., 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Chalk The Loop will feature the largest 
collaborative chalk mural in the Midwest 
to celebrate the 250th birthday of St. 
Louis. Cost for participation is $10 
for adults, $8 for students and $6 for 
children.

Chabad on Champus—Post-Yom Kippur 
Break-the-fast
Barry H. Levites Chabad House, 7:20 p.m.
RSVPs are requested.

EVENT
CALENDAR

POLICE
BEAT

ALPHA FROM PAGE 1

LEE BEAU FROM PAGE 1

FERGUSON FROM PAGE 1

of the Greek community, but they’ll just 
become full members of IFC,” Rayant said.

“I think we could be served to have more 
fraternities on campus—I think we’re meet-
ing demand pretty well, but having [Alpha 
Delt] as a fraternity will be actually pretty 
good because we have lost a few fraternities 
in the past few years, which has lessened sup-
ply of fraternities,” Rayant added.

Junior Adi Radhakrishnan, the president 
of Alpha Delta Phi, came to the University 
in his sophomore year after having joined the 
fraternity at the University of Michigan.

“I was notified by my former president at 
the University of Michigan that there was a 
budding chapter here. I reached out to the 
current president at the time, Henry Barry, 
and he brought me in and told me about the 
situation, and I’ve done everything I could to 
help out since then,” he said.

“I’ve been working with the other presi-
dents of fraternities, trying to get their 
perspectives and seeing what they think about 
our chapter, how we can contribute and what 
advice they can give us. On both parties there 
was mutual agreement that this would be 
beneficial for everyone involved that we seek 
out and ultimately receive University recogni-
tion,” Radhakrishnan added.

Now that the fraternity is officially 

recognized, it will have access to campus 
facilities for meetings, advising, participation 
in the IFC and Panhellenic events such as 
philanthropy events and mixers, in addition 
to several other benefits.

The fraternity is now eligible to consider 
University housing as well. Though rumors 
have been circulating that the fraternity might 
take either House 1 or Sigma Chi’s house, 
Stetter denied any such claim. He also noted 
that the process to move into an on-campus 
house is lengthy and would likely not see suc-
cess for several years.

However, with the benefits of the fraterni-
ty’s new status also come the standards that 
all University-recognized fraternities must 
uphold. 

“[Alpha Delt] will be held to all the same 
standards that all of us are now. We have a 
zero-tolerance policy for hazing, and some of  
the fraternities before who lost their charters 
had a little bit of a difficult time with that,” 
Rayant said.

Stetter stressed that although the fraternity 
was offered the chance to apply for recogni-
tion, other outside fraternities will not have 
the same opportunity.

“If a new group were to want to start, 
they would have to get University approval 
before any action started, so that we just 

don’t have groups starting up left and right. 
There are certain things that the University 
wants to make sure are in place before any 
group operates,” Stetter said, noting that risk 
management and hazing policies, as well as 
alumni and national headquarters’ support, 
are heavily considered.

Many sorority and fraternity members are 
pleased to see Alpha Delt’s recognition.

“The chapter seems like a great group of  
guys who really care about their community. 
Some of my close friends are in Alpha Delt, 
and I am excited for them to formally join 
the Greek community,” sophomore Shivani 
Desai, a member of Chi Omega, said.

Radhakrishnan is optimistic about 
the fraternity’s new status and hopes 
to see further integration with the 
Greek community in the future. 
“We now have our foundations set. We 
were growing. We were trying to set up a 
new organization, and now that we’ve had 
our recognition, we are now able to utilize 
resources and start engaging with the Greek 
community more, which we’re really excited 
about, and start engaging with Wash. U. as 
a whole at a greater level,” Radhakrishnan 
said. “This allows us to begin our legacy and 
continue taking Alpha Delta Phi to places 
our founders envisioned.”

we do,” Gustafson said. “You can’t just 
talk and talk and talk and not recognize 
the problems that are on your doorstep.” 

He cited the University’s poor pay-
ment of  contracted employees as one 
such problem that raised more compli-
cated questions about its responsibility 
in the community as an institution and 
an employer.

Senior Christian Freeman believes that 
both the University and students should 
do more. 

“The University has a lot of  power; 
students have a lot of  power. I think that 
the University should make a statement 
that ‘we think this is wrong’ instead of  
the blanket email of  ‘we acknowledge 
that this has happened,’” she said. 

Freeman has supported a local activ-
ism group called Lost Voices, which 
focuses on the erasure of  Ferguson 
locals’ voices from dialogue about Mike 
Brown’s shooting. She said she wishes 
that students would aid Lost Voices’ 
action. 

She also worried that discussions of  
Ferguson have become too much about 

Washington University students. 
“It’s not about us at all. Yes, we’re 

involved, yes, we’re helping, but it’s not 
about us. I don’t want this to be about, 
‘Oh, look at us Wash. U. students.’ I 
want this to be ‘Look at what’s going 
on in Ferguson and how our response is 
lacking,’” she said.

Some of  those critical of  the 
University’s response also feel that stu-
dent response could be improved.

Junior Cameron Kinker is a mem-
ber of  St. Louis Students in Solidarity 
(SSIS), a group made up of  local uni-
versity students aiming to combat racial 
profiling. Kinker said he felt that both 
students and the University needed to 
move beyond discussions to take action.

SSIS works with Webster, Harris-
Stowe State, Saint Louis and Maryville 
Universities to promote activism 
amongst St. Louis students. The group 
organized a phone-a-thon to request that 
Robert McCulloch, a St. Louis prosecut-
ing attorney allegedly biased in favor 
of  the police, step down from Darren 
Wilson’s trial. 

SSIS also worked with local groups 
such as the Organization for Black 
Struggle to organize a march in Ferguson 
and training in activism in the month of  
October. Christian Gordon, a senior and 
SSIS organizer, said that they expect 
50,000 to 60,000 people to march.

Wild considers action and dialogue 
created by students and for students as 
part of  the University’s goal. 

“The philosophy of  the University in 
responding to larger issues is to not say 
‘this is what we’re going to do, students.’ 
In situations like this, the University’s 
response is to create space and support 
for students who want to engage in more 
activity and dialogue,” Wild said. 

Other student action intends to 
create spaces for dialogue outside 
of  the University-endorsed forums. 
The Association of  Black Students, 
WU-SLam, Thyrsus and the Social 
Justice Center have planned an open mic 
event called Catharsis, where students 
can carry out an emotional dialogue. 
Catharis is schedule for Thursday, Oct. 
2, in Graham Chapel.

Junior Corban Swain, a member of  
WU-SLam, hopes that Catharsis will 
provide a place for people to freely 
express their feelings about the events 
without judgment. Swain said that 
though the University has created good 
spaces for dialogue, he believed student-
led spaces were more open. 

Students who are not engaged in the 
Ferguson events have varying opin-
ions on both the University and student 
responses. 

“I thought the University response 
was a bit trite,” sophomore Ethan Farber 
said.

Senior Jonathan Russell said that he 
had no idea what the University or stu-
dent response was but that he liked the 
idea of  open dialogue. 

“I think a lot of  people on campus, 
regardless of  if  they’re doing something 
or not, realize that by doing nothing 
you’re kind of  giving those people in 
power the approval to do what they want 
to do,” Swain also noted. “So as peo-
ple who care, you have to choose to do 
something.

the best possible job. He’s not doing this to put 
feathers in his cap; he’s doing this for the good 
of the University and his own personal inter-
est. I think he’s an ideal first chair,” Roediger 
said.

Fazzari said although he has co-taught 
a course called “Economic Realities of the 
American Dream” that includes sociological 
aspects, his background is in economics, not 
sociology. However, he expressed interest in 
gaining a better understanding of sociology.

“I am an economist. I do my research in 
economics. My teaching will continue to be 
economics, although I’m interested in interdis-
ciplinary teaching—I’ve already been teaching 
this course with sociologist Mark Rank. I’m 
hoping in the next years to be interacting 
with my new colleagues...but my training and 
expertise is in economics...that’s what I am,” 
Fazzari said. “That being said, I’m learn-
ing more and more about sociology, and I’m 
interested in this. I’ve always been interested in 
broadening my perspectives in social science.”

When Roediger was hired in 1996, only 
seven years after the sociology department 
was initially disbanded, he was confused by 

the lack of the department, as psychology and 
sociology departments work closely with each 
other at other schools of similar merit.

“I know several versions of the story of why 
it closed, but we’re just moving on. Pretending 
it never was here would almost be better 
because everyone wants to relive the past, but 
we’re just moving on,” he said. 

The department, which closed in 1989 as a 
result of ongoing controversy and diminishing 
size, is restarting completely anew; the only 
remaining member of the former department 
at Washington University is Mark Rank, who 
now works in the Brown School of Social 
Work. He will serve as the associate chair of  
the department beside Fazzari.

Though faculty members are excited about 
the return of the department, many students 
seem apathetic.

“It doesn’t directly affect me since I’m not 
that interested in sociology and neither are my 
friends, but I think it’s good for those who may 
want to pursue it that couldn’t before,” sopho-
more Nicole DeRosa said.

Roediger, however, is not fazed by the appar-
ent lack of excitement.

“Right now, the students don’t know what 
they’re missing. I took a lot of sociology as an 
undergraduate, so I know what they’re miss-
ing. But they don’t. Even so, Jen Smith, dean 
of students, says that when she does interest 
surveys asking undergraduates what would 
they want that they don’t currently have, one 
of the most mentioned things is sociology,” he 
said.

Roediger and Fazzari both noted that the 
University is in a uniquely attractive place 
for hiring faculty to help lead the sociology 
department.

“This is the kind of opportunity that doesn’t 
come along very often. It’s a once-in-a-life-
time chance to build something in the field,” 
Roediger said.

“The discipline as a whole seems excited 
about Washington University restoring its 
sociology department,” Fazzari said. “Nothing 
like this is going on in the discipline—it’s really 
kind of an unusual and unique situation, so 
there’s a lot of positive energy in sociologists 
about this, and so everybody I talk to is, ‘Oh 
yeah, this is great.”

This year, the department is looking to hire 

two to three professors with backgrounds in 
inequality and stratification, each of whom 
will be given tenure upon arrival. It hopes to 
expand to 10 to 15 faculty members in the next 
few years so that both a major and a minor can 
be offered. 

The department has hosted three guest lec-
tures so far, which were intended to serve as 
a “job talk” portion of interviews for faculty 
candidates. Three more candidates will present 
their research in the coming month. 

Candidates currently under consideration 
are Jennifer Pierce, University of Minnesota; 
David Cunningham, Brandeis University; Jake 
Rosenfeld, University of Washington; David 
Brady, Berlin Social Science Center; Adia 
Harvey Wingfield, Georgia State University; 
and Arthur Sakamoto, Texas A&M University.

Fazzari hopes that the emphasis on 
inequality and stratification in the hiring pro-
cess will help promote conversation about 
socioeconomic diversity at the University. 
“I think it adds something important to the cur-
riculum that it’s been missing in many respects 
for the last quarter-century, so we’re bringing it 
back and filling that hole,” Fazzari said.

SOCIOLOGY FROM PAGE 1

were taken to the hospital after drinking, 
Lee/Beau’s residential college director, 
Ashley Viager, sent an email to Lee/Beau 
residents on Tuesday, Sept. 23, to inform 
them that any alcohol-related incidents 
over the coming week would lead to the 
implementation of a zero-tolerance policy. 
A follow-up email from Viager on Monday 
indicated that the policy would go into effect 
that night. The email also indicated that the 
policy would end after Oct. 7 “so long as no 
major incidents occur.”

Carroll described the policy as an attempt 
to get students to reconsider their drinking 
behavior rather than a punitive measure.

“No one expects that everyone will com-
ply with it or everyone will take it in the vein 
that it’s intended,” Carroll said. 

“If we don’t do anything at all, we’re 
ignoring the fact that there’s been a num-
ber of things that have gone on there for 
whatever reason that are concerning. This 
shouldn’t be the only thing that’s done to 
try to address that—I’m not suggesting 

that—but it’s just one of several attempts to 
try to say, ‘Hey, let’s come together and talk 
about this as a community,’” he added.

Carroll acknowledged that the policy 
would not prevent students from drinking 
in other locations but said he hoped that 
it would encourage them to work to 
resolve alcohol-related problems in their 
community.

“If you focus on ‘Well, I can’t drink here; 
I’ll just go drink somewhere else’ and you 
engage in risky behavior, you’re missing the 
point of what this is all about,” Carroll said.

Student response to the policy was mixed, 
with many Lee/Beau residents pointing out 
that the policy punished the entire commu-
nity for the actions of a few students.

“I think it’s a little bit unfair because Lee 
and Beau together is such a large group of  
people—it’s hard to really keep track of  
who does what,” freshman Claire Elias, 
a Beaumont resident, said. “Personally, I 
haven’t really seen any outstanding flagrant 
behaviors happening on our floor, so that’s a 

group of 44 that don’t have anything to do 
with it.

Freshman Michael Zhou, who also lives 
in Beaumont, thought the policy seemed 
like a reasonable response to the drinking 
in Lee/Beau but agreed that it should tar-
get residents who had been disruptive rather 
than the residential college as a whole.

“It’s not really our fault as an entire com-
munity that some people don’t follow the 
rules. If people are going to make bad deci-
sions, that’s their own prerogative, and they 
should be punished for their decisions,” 
Zhou said.

Other residents felt that the policy would 
not stop students from drinking.

“A zero-tolerance policy to me seems 
likely to lead to closed-door drinking, which 
is one of the things that our alcohol policy 
here is designed to prevent,” freshman and 
Beaumont resident Anthony Schrader said.

Viager could not be reached for comment 
on Wednesday.

With additional reporting by Emma Boczek.
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Thursday, October 9th
5pm - 7pm

grilled German fare

meet Schlafly staff
& sample seasonal beverages

Celebrate

Oktoberfest
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In the event of rain, Oktoberfest will be cancelled. Check social media the day of the event!

diningservices.wustl.edu
WUSTLdining

Washington University 
Dining Services

Last winter, while most 
Washington University 
students who visited the Forest 
Park skating rink bundled 
up in layers upon layers of  
clothing in anticipation of  
various falls and awkward 
limb flailing, sophomore Nikki 
Metzger was gliding around 
the rink with such grace that a 
random passerby inquired if  
she was Olympics-bound. 

Though Metzger’s injuries 
caused her to abandon her 
competitive skating career in 
high school, she can still skate 
loops around everyone else at 
the rink.

Metzger began skating at 
the age of 3. By the time she 
hit kindergarten, her sport 
had taken on a more serious 
tone. While other children 
were sleeping in and eating 
breakfast, Metzger was at the 
rink training.

It all started when a coach 
approached her mom after 
spotting Metzger while she 
was taking a beginner’s skating 
class. He thought she had real 
potential. He wanted to be her 
coach. She was 4 years old. 

Her routine intensified. In 
fact, she skated before, during 

and after school. By the age 
of 8, she was competing on a 
national level.  

Her specialty was synchro-
nized skating, rather than the 
freestyle with which most 
people are familiar. This subset 
of the sport consists of 16 girls 
performing an intricate routine 
and has a lesser emphasis on 
jumps and spins. 

Lest you think she had a 
stage mom pushing her, it was 
in fact Metzger who felt the 
urge to skate. Nothing could 
keep her off the ice—not even 
injuries. 

The first injury came when 
she was in fourth grade. Her 
tendon had separated from the 
bone in her lower leg, but doc-
tors thought it was a chipped 
tibia. She skated through the 
pain. Eventually, when she 
was properly diagnosed, she 
was convinced to take some 
time off. 

In seventh grade, it wasn’t 
so easy. While practicing a 
double loop combo, she fell, 
breaking her foot and tearing 
ligaments in her ankle. 

“But this was one month 
before regionals and two 
months before nationals,” 
Metzger said. “I went to the 
doctor and he said that as long 
as I could handle the pain, I 
could skate through it, and it 

wouldn’t get worse.”
Worried about letting down 

the other 15 members of her 
team, she competed at nation-
als that year. When she left the 
ice, she couldn’t put weight on 
her ankle. She just hopped on 
one foot around the arena. 

“My coach wouldn’t let 
me use crutches because she 
didn’t want to psych out the 
other girls and feel that they 
had to be cautious around me 
because it would mess up their 
skating,” she said. 

Finally, though, something 
gave. In ninth grade, those 
around her finally concluded it 
was the last straw.  

After falling during a double 
salchow, Metzger damaged 
the nerves in her spine that 
were connected to her right 
hand. 

“I remember describing the 
feeling as if someone was saw-
ing off my fingers with a dull, 
dusty knife or saw,” she said. 

Metzger gave up the 
competitive aspect of the sport 
and switched to a more low-
key team for the rest of high 
school.

Wash. U. doesn’t have any 
skating groups, but Metzger 
takes every chance to skate 
around—even though Forest 
Park is a bit removed from an 
Olympic rink.

Although studying and 
socializing can often leave 
room for little else, exercising 
is one of  the most impor-
tant things to keep up with 
as a busy college student. 
However, it can be difficult 
to force yourself  to exercise 
when the only options are the 
dreary, under-construction 
Athletic Complex and the 
often-crowded “Estrogym.” 
Here’s a roundup of  some 
offbeat ways to get your 
endorphins running while 
breaking the Washington 
University bubble.

TAKE A RUN IN 
FOREST PARK
Located less than a block 
away from campus, 
this is the cheapest and 
most convenient way to 
start your day off  right. 
Wake up early and enjoy 
a scenic view of  the 
facilities opening for the 
day. You can even take 
a side trip to the zoo, 
which is located in the 
park itself. Familiarize 
yourself  with a space 
larger than Central Park 
and one of  the biggest 
assets of  our campus 
location, all while 
keeping yourself  fit. 

CLIMB 
SO ILL INDOOR 
ROCK-CLIMBING 
GYM
Let your adventurous side 
awaken as you take on the 
different walls available 
at St. Louis’ premiere 
climbing gym. Bring some 
friends and make a day of  
it as you experience the 
thrill of  something new. 
This gym offers walls for 
all different skill levels, 
including beginners. The 
cost of  a one-day pass is 
only $15. 

PURE BARRE
The sensation that is Pure 
Barre will soon be opening 
a location in Ladue. 
Suitable for all fitness levels, 
this ballet-based workout 
craze focuses on improving 
body areas that often don’t 
show results from simple 
gym sessions. Try this out if  
you’re interested in building 
lean muscle. Classes usually 
run around $21/per class 
or $180 for 10 classes, so 
it’s definitely an investment. 
Check out the Ladue 
location when it opens 
(they’re bound to have some 
grand opening specials) and 
see if  it’s what you’ve been 
looking for.

CLUB FITNESS 
ON THE LOOP
If  you’re a recently 
moved-off-campus 
upperclassman, walking 
all the way to campus can 
be a tiresome workout 
in and of  itself. Instead, 
check out other gyms in 
the area, such as Club 
Fitness on the Delmar 
Loop. This gym is open 
24 hours Monday through 
Friday and offers the 
same (or better, if  you’ve 
ever frequented the AC) 
standard of  machines and 
equipment as at school. 
Its most basic rate is only 
$10/month.

ST. LOUIS FUN 
RUNS
For an event/photo 
op that’ll be sure to 
make memories, be 
on the lookout for fun 
5-kilometer races and 
half-marathons in the St. 
Louis area. These events 
are a fun way to bond 
with friends and club 
members or even do solo 
if  you’re a serious runner. 
Coming up soon are the 
Glow Run this Saturday, 
the Mustache Dash 5K on 
Nov. 8 and The Hungry 
Turkey 5k on Nov. 27.  
Sign up in advance for 
early-bird specials!

NIKKI METZGER: 
UPS AND DOWNS IN 
A SERIOUS SKATING CAREER 

LAURA HARVEY AND 
TYLER FRIEDMAN
SCENE STAFF

KIMBERLY HENRICKSON
STAFF WRITER
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O
n any given day, 
Washington 
University stu-
dents are likely to 

hear the following conversa-
tion between two of their 
rather lethargic-looking peers. 

Student 1: “Oh yeah, I only 
got four hours of sleep last 
night because of chemistry 
homework.”

Student 2: “Really? I pulled 
an all-nighter studying for 
physics.”

Student 1: “Well I was up 
for 52 straight hours last week. 
It was brutal.”

This self-inflicted masoch-
ism of sleep deprivation by 
Wash. U. students is frequently 
glorified on campus. Sleep has 
become a commodity students 
trade for WeBWorK and 
General Chemistry answers. 
Rather than splitting their time 
evenly, students trade their 
sleeping hours for working 
hours as a way to demonstrate 
their commitment to achieve-
ment. Students here compete 
to see who can make their life 
the most miserable and then 
brag to their friends about their 
supposed accomplishments.

At Saturday’s WU-SLam 
poetry event, sophomore Katy 
Przybylski acknowledged 
this “fetishization of pain.” 
However, unlike most fetishes, 
Wash. U.’s fascination with 
agony is a mainstream event. 
Few people here attempt to 
hide their hurt—rather, they 
wear it around campus as 
badges of honor. 

The fetishization stems 
from the uber-competitive 
atmosphere that the school 
community fosters. Because 
most students at Wash. U. 
were at the top of their classes 
in high school, many are unac-
customed to being suddenly 
lost in the crowd. The resulting 
feeling of being ordinary or 
uninteresting causes students 

to overcommit themselves, 
whether through classes or 
extracurriculars. The thought 
process is thus that a student 
can once again achieve his 
alpha-dog status through sheer 
quantity of influence. 

As such, a measurement is 
needed to quantify a stu-
dent’s influence, and sleep 
deprivation has risen as the 
most obvious of choices. The 
commodity of sleep is a good 
that every student desires but 
willingly trades for recogni-
tion of achievement. It stands 
to reason that the less sleep 
someone gets on any given 
night is directly equivalent to 
the amount of work he did. 
Thus, getting a full night of  
sleep has become equivalent 
to laziness or having a lesser 
work ethic.

The easiest comparable 
concrete example, senioritis, 
actually describes the exact 
opposite type of competition. 
The idea of a senior slide in 
high school encouraged stu-
dents to compete to see who 
could do the least amount of  
work. To come to school as a 
senior having spent no time 
on homework the night before 
was no longer seen as laziness 
but as an achievement. Who 
slid the hardest at the end of  
high school was not a dubious 
distinction but a source of  
praise, a superlative that every 
senior sought. 

The key difference, how-
ever, between a senior slide 
and the Wash. U. workload 
stems from the concept of  
prior accomplishment. High 
school seniors have made 
it—they have reached the end 
of their high school career 
and deserve a break. College 
students lack the finish line 
that high school graduation 
afforded their younger selves. 
With high school, a sense of  
youthful exuberance extends 
into senior year—the feeling 
that you still have years of  
carefree living. 

With college, that feeling 
disappears as you realize the 
competition of life begins 
immediately. Therefore, the 
sleep deprivation competition 
is a never-ending hierarchical 
competition. Sophomores will 
always have a more “painful” 
story than freshmen because 
they have already experi-
enced the horrors of General 
Chemistry, but seniors and 
juniors can always trump the 
sophomores’ stories. Each 
incoming freshman class will 
see the struggle of the prior 
class and feel the need to 
surpass that level in order to 
feel significant.

Sadly, on a macro level, I 
don’t believe there is a way 
to fix the fetish. Even though 
Wash. U. does not revolve 
around cutthroat academic 
battles between students, the 
natural desire for competition 
will always manifest itself in 
some other way. 

However, the “fetishization 
of pain” can easily be subdued 
on a micro-level. By simply 
accepting that students at 
Wash. U. are some of the best 
in the country, a student can 
justify not having to stand out 
from the crowd. Instead, the 
natural urge to compete can be 
directed in a healthier way—
competing against yourself. 

In order to quell the urge 
to outdo those around you, 
simply establish goals to better 
your own qualities, regardless 
of what those around you 
are doing. By eliminating 
the measuring stick of peer 
accomplishment, the urge to 
harm yourself in order to keep 
up with others is abolished.

Next time someone says 
he only got four hours 
of  sleep last night, resist 
the urge to argue about 
your own sleeping pat-
terns. Instead, just nod and 
encourage him to sleep 
more the following night 
because sleep deprivation is 
nothing to glorify.

Fixing the fetishization of pain 
WESLEY JENKINS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

T
he walk home 
from campus to 
my apartment 
beckoned after 

Monday classes ended, but 
first I wanted a quick news 
update. Scrolling through my 
Twitter feed, I saw a YouTube 
link from activist DeRay 
McKesson showing Ferguson 
cops putting a choke hold on a 
woman for no good reason. 

Since the killing of Mike 
Brown over a month ago, 
Twitter has driven worldwide 
attention to protests and ongo-
ing abuse by law enforcement. 
The feeds of activists, includ-
ing Antonio French and the 
Lost Voices, have kept focus 
and dialogue on Ferguson 
alive. 

As St. Louis-based freelance 
reporter Sarah Kendzior 
tweeted Saturday after rumors 
of a Ferguson police officer 
being shot surfaced, “No local 
St Louis TV covering shoot-
ings tonight (allegedly of cop 
and protestor) in #Ferguson. 
Why Twitter vital.” Later, 
local media swooped in to 
clarify that, indeed, an off-duty 
officer had been shot, but it 
did not appear related to the 
continuing protests on W. 
Florissant Boulevard. 

Several weeks ago, I grog-
gily stumbled out of bed 
one morning to turn off my 
phone’s alarm clock. Not quite 
ready to wake up or even put 
on my glasses, I tapped that 
friendly bird icon and squinted 
through the 140-character 
information bursts.

On that particular morn-
ing, the notifications were 
buzzing about the video of  
Ray Rice striking his fiancee 
in an Atlantic City elevator. 
TMZ had released the latest 
and most incriminating foot-
age after publishing a video 
of Rice dragging his fiancee’s 
unconscious body out of the 

elevator months before. 
Over the summer, I was 

resting on the couch at my 
home in Los Angeles when 
my Twitter feed raised a fury 
over NFL Commissioner 
Roger Goodell’s remarkably 
lenient two-game suspension 
of Rice. Twitter, as it brought 
eyeballs to the injustice and 
militarization of Ferguson, 
drove the initial outrage at 
Goodell over his seeming 
indifference to domestic 
violence.  

This column, contrary to 
what you may believe so far, is 
not really supposed to serve as 
yet another think piece about 
Twitter activism. Hashtags 
and tweets are meant to 
amplify awareness—not 
solve problems in and of  
themselves. But awareness 
is undoubtedly a first step to 
the manifold troubles of our 
American criminal justice 
system. And the larger ques-
tion here, in the past months 
of alarming crises, is exactly 
where that criminal justice 
system has been. 

A tape showed the seem-
ingly lifeless body of Rice’s 
fiancee, Janay, and more 
video evidence was out there, 
implicating Rice, that no one 
could any longer consider 
uncertain. Yet the judge 
admitted Rice to a pretrial 
intervention program, an easy 
way out reportedly granted to 
only 1 percent of defendants 
in similar domestic violence 
cases. 

“This decision was arrived 
at after careful consideration 
of the information contained 
in Mr. Rice’s application in 
light of all of the facts gath-
ered during the investigation,” 
the case’s prosecutor said. 

If video evidence is not 
sufficient to prove domestic 
violence, then what exactly is? 

Meanwhile, the email 
newsletter delivered to my 
inbox each morning from 
Ferguson organizers tells me 

it has been 55 days without an 
arrest of Darren Wilson since 
he shot Michael Brown. Dana 
Milbank of the Washington 
Post has written that St. 
Louis County prosecutor Bob 
McCulloch is turning any case 
against Wilson into a “farce.” 
An acquittal or lack of charges 
against Wilson, who is still on 
paid leave, would mean that 
the officer walks away with 
over $400,000 in retirement 
money from the various 
crowdfunding campaigns that 
supported him. 

Rice and Wilson may 
see no time behind bars, but 
thousands of defendants with-
out access to adequate legal 
representation or otherwise 
abused by a biased process will 
live in overcrowded prisons. 
The legal system is supposed 
to provide closure and justice, 
but it is creating a vacuum of  
confusion and hypocrisy. For 
victims of domestic and racial 
violence, “due process” simply 
means complacency and 
injustice.  

When the legal system so 
frequently gets it wrong—and 
the public assumes there’s a 
justifiable reason because of  
some false imagination about 
what due process means—
Twitter can remind that 
what’s happening is in fact still 
wrong and still requires fixing. 
Twitter does not necessarily 
just amplify widespread con-
sciousness toward an issue as 
it did with Rice, but it can also 
develop and sustain it. 

Our responsibility is now to 
do the work and fix it. Twitter 
doesn’t solve police brutality, 
racial profiling or domestic 
violence, and no one actually 
thinks it does. People who 
condemn it as a means of  
activism are distracting from 
the more important argument, 
which is how to rectify more 
daunting issues that the stream 
of tweets is stressing.         

Hence, 
#NoJusticeNoPeace. 

Social injustice on social media
ALEX LEICHENGER
SENIOR FORUM EDITOR

I
f you ask the average 
Washington University 
student whether he or 
she has regularly attend 

athletic events to support the 
Bears, your odds of getting 
‘yes’ as an answer will likely 
be slim. Many of us have 
heard the jokes about how 
Wash. U. is the only school 
where a cappella concerts get 
higher turnout than football 
games (not intended in any 
way as a slight against a 
cappella shows, which are 
among the best events the 
school has to offer). 

Despite becoming the new 
athletic director only a few 
months ago, Josh Whitman 

is trying to turn the lack of  
enthusiasm for University 
teams around. Whitman and 
a revitalization of Red Alert, 
a student group that offers 
students special prizes, games 
and T-shirts when they 
attend a Bears game, have 
increased student awareness 
of Bears’ sports this season. 
The addition of the Red 
Alert Tailgate Zone has been 
especially helpful, drawing a 
larger crowd of students to 
attend games. 

By informing all under-
graduate students about Red 
Alert via email, Whitman 
has showed his willingness 
to reach out and engage the 

general student body about 
the school’s athletics. (By the 
way, props to Red Alert for 
this year’s tank-top design). If  
Whitman continues to assert 
his presence among students, 
Wash. U. athletics should see 
more benefits with greater 
support from the community. 

In addition, resident 
advisors can encourage their 
freshmen to attend athletic 
events and support their 
floormates, which helps 
spread a greater appre-
ciation of our athletics and 
athletes—but only if  the 
department and Red Alert 
build on the initial enthu-
siasm. Just last weekend, 

a pair of soccer games saw 
increased attendance largely 
from freshman floors; mak-
ing signs and cheering on 
floormates is just a great way 
to bond, if  nothing else.

Our attendance numbers 
in the past have typically 
ranged between 100 and 500, 
with most of the attendants 
being other student-ath-
letes—however, the spectator 
numbers are showing promis-
ing upward trends this 
season. In the most recent 
home football game against 
North Park University, 1,652 
spectators attended the game, 
only 356 shy of the overall 
Division III football game 

average last season. 
Wash. U. has an impres-

sive legacy to pitch to its 
student body in sports far 
beyond just football. With 
19 national championships, 
162 conference champion-
ships and an average winning 
percentage of about 79 
percent in its illustrious his-
tory, Wash. U. puts on great 
performances each season, 
and its athletes are continu-
ing to break new records 
each week. 

Right now, women’s soccer 
is the top-ranked team in the 
country with women’s vol-
leyball coming in at No. 4; in 
Forest Park, meanwhile, the 

women’s cross-country team 
slots in at No. 5 nationally 
with its male counterpart 
running at No. 12.

The Bears have two impor-
tant games this Sunday that 
students should attend, with 
both soccer teams taking on 
Emory University. Emory is 
a chief conference rival for 
the Bears, and both of the 
opposing teams are ranked in 
the top 10 nationally—spec-
tators should expect a pair of  
good showdowns at Francis 
Field. So take a study break 
this weekend, throw on your 
Michael Jordan-inspired Red 
Alert tank and go support 
your fellow Bears.

Alert! (Red) Alert! Bearing witness to Wash. U. sports
STAFF EDITORIAL

NOAH JODICE | STUDENT LIFE



A year ago, junior Tyler 
Kratky of  the Washington 
University men’s tennis 
team played predominantly 
from the No. 5 singles slot, 
positioning him behind four 
teammates. A few months 
of  offseason later, Kratky 
almost won top billing in the 
entire USTA/ITA Central 
Region—he won six straight 
matches en route to a finals 
berth in the region’s singles 
championship.

Kratky couldn’t complete 
the run to first place, falling 
in straight sets to Nicolas 
Chua of  the University of  
Chicago in the champion-
ship match and putting a 
late end to his impressive 
weekend.

Ranked 17th out of  the 
128 players competing, 
Kratky started out strong, 
dropping only one game in 
the first two matches com-
bined. He cruised through 
his next two matches as well 
and matched up against 
sophomore teammate 
Jeremy Bush in the quar-
terfinals. After losing the 
first set 0-6, Kratky went on 
to win the next two sets by 
identical 6-3 scores.

While playing against a 
teammate in a high-stakes 
match may not seem ideal, 
head coach Roger Follmer 
insisted that it “was actu-
ally a good thing because 
the coaches paid attention 
to other matches.” 

Kratky described the 
match with Bush as “men-
tal game” above anything 
else. While both players 
tried playing the match 
as they would against any 
other opponent, Kratky 
had an optimistic attitude 
heading into it. 

“At least whoever won, 

a Wash. U. team mem-
ber would be moving on,” 
Kratky said.

After winning 6-3, 6-4 
in the semifinals, Kratky 
advanced to the finals to 
play Chua, who had already 
defeated three Wash. U. 
players in the tournament. 
Having watched Chua play 
his teammates in previous 
matches, Kratky was able to 
learn from and have some 
knowledge of  his opponent 
going into the final, but 
it was to no avail. Shortly 
after losing the first set 3-6, 
Kratky got out to an early 
5-2 lead in the second set but 
could not hang on as Chua 
rallied back to win 7-5. 

Although Kratky’s sec-
ond-place performance fell 
just short of  a USTA/ITA 
National Small College 
Championships bid, Folmer 
said, “Kratky definitely had 
the chance to do well, and 
he capitalized.”  

Including Kratky, six 
other Wash. U. players 
advanced to the round of  
32. Freshman Johnny Wu, 
ranked eighth in the 128-
man draw, won five matches 
to earn a semifinal bid. In 
the quarterfinals, Wu lost 
the first set 4-6, but he was 

able to rally back and win 
the next two sets 6-3, 6-4 
to advance. Wu was one of  
Chua’s Bear victims, how-
ever, falling in the semifinals 
2-6, 2-6. 

Senior Ross Putterman 
also won four straight 
matches before losing a close 
three-set match to Chua in 
the quarterfinals. Freshman 
Jason Haugen won his first 
two matches in straight sets 
to advance to the round of  
32, but his tournament run 
ended when he fell to the 
No. 10 seed in three sets. 

Overall, Kratky was proud 
of the entire team’s ability to 
compete in the Bears’ only 
tournament of the fall season. 

“This was the first week-
end we’ve competed since 
we’ve been back with the 
four new freshman,” Kratky 
said. “We finally had the 
chance to wear the Wash. 
U. name on the back of  
our shirts and represent the 
school.”

With their abbreviated 
fall season in the books, 
the Red and Green will 
continue to train for this 
upcoming spring season 
in the hopes of  building 
on last season’s NCAA 
Quarterfinal appearance.
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SPORTS
Following a two-year hiatus, 

Washington University senior 
linebacker Jonathan Paramore 
has shown no rust in his return 
to the football team en route 
to anchoring a Bears’ defense 
that lost many key contribu-
tors from a season ago.

Hailing from the Dallas 
area, Paramore is probably 
one of the few, if  not only, 
students at Wash. U. to say 
he has played in front of the 
world’s largest high-definition 
video display. In his final year 
of high school, Paramore 
competed in two playoff  
games at the Dallas Cowboys’ 
AT&T Stadium. One of those 
games was the Texas 4A 
Division I state champion-
ship, where Paramore’s Ryan 
High School took on Lake 
Travis High School from the 
state capital of Austin.

“We lost, so not the great-
est memories, but it was 
probably the most I’ve ever 
had playing a football game,” 
Paramore said. “There were 
52,000 people there, or some-
thing like that.” 

It’s certainly more than 
the attendance for the aver-
age Wash. U. football game, 
and Paramore struggled to 
find the same motivation 
during his freshman year 
of  college. He quit the team 
after his first year and sat out 
the next two seasons before 
returning as a senior.

“I just didn’t have the right 
mindset of what it took to be 
part of the team and the work 

involved,” Paramore said of  
his attitude as a freshman. 
Plus, he needed a job to help 
pay for school, and football 
was simply consuming too 
much time. 

By junior year, however, he 
started to miss his teammates 
and the competition aspect 
of football. Paramore said he 
wanted “that aspect of being 
around the guys, especially 
freshmen—having an impact 
on guys’ lives that are similar 
to how I was coming into col-
lege and just trying to figure 
things out, giving them the 
wisdom I’ve gained over the 
last three years.”

Paramore has dem-
onstrated little trouble 
readjusting since his come-
back, tying for the team 
lead by racking up 34 tack-
les in four games. After 
the Bears’ lone win of  the 
young season on Sept. 
20 against North Park 
University, the University 
Athletic Association named 
Paramore defensive athlete 
of  the week for football. He 
had 10 tackles and a sack in 
the 24-19 victory. 

With the defense allow-
ing 36.5 points per game in 
four games this season after 
giving up just 11.5 a season 
ago, Paramore has been one 
of the lone bright spots for a 
squad that graduated many 
starters from last season’s 7-3 
campaign.

“Jon has really been a bless-
ing to have back because of the 
fact that we graduated some 
pretty good players last year,” 
defensive coordinator Jim 

Ryan said. “So he’s brought 
some things with his speed 
and ability to move sideline to 
sideline that really help us out 
defensively.”

In the two years he wasn’t 
playing, Paramore stayed 
in shape by weightlifting, 
although getting himself to the 
gym without the motivation 
of teammates was a chal-
lenge. He also studied abroad 
in Shanghai the spring semes-
ter of his freshman year and 
decided to pursue a major in 
linguistics, becoming one of  
the few Wash. U. students to 
choose that discipline. 

After he graduates, 
Paramore, a devout Christian, 
hopes to travel the world and 
translate the Bible into some 
of the approximately 2,000 
languages that don’t have it 
yet. Before spending years 
rotating through different con-
tinents, Paramore’s goal will 
require a theologically based 
graduate program teaching 
Greek and Hebrew. 

“I got interested definitely 
in being abroad after I gradu-
ate when I went to China 
because I loved it,” Paramore 
said. “My Christian back-
ground is really important to 

me, so I knew I wanted to do 
something with that and be 
abroad.”

For now, Paramore is rel-
ishing being back with his 
teammates and contributing 
to the senior linebacker corps 
of himself, Fade Oluokun and 
Patrick Cantwell. And though 
Francis Field can’t quite live up 
to AT&T Stadium, Paramore 
likes playing in a venue with 
Olympic tradition—even if  
he does still wish more fans 
would attend games. 

Paramore’s fondest football 
memory from his freshman 
year at Wash. U. was claiming 

the Founders Cup trophy 
against the University of  
Chicago, so he’s looking for-
ward to when the Bears head 
to Chicago to begin UAA play 
on Oct. 25 in pursuit of a third 
consecutive conference title.

“I know that Jon really 
enjoyed that, and of course 
that was the last game of his 
freshman year that season,” 
Ryan said. “This year it’s a 
little bit earlier in the sched-
ule…and my hope is that it’s 
the start of three fantastic 
games in conference play to be 
able to wrap up another UAA 
championship.”

ALEX LEICHENGER
STAFF REPORTER

BRIAN BENTON | STUDENT LIFE

Linebacker Jonathan Paramore tackles a ball-carrier from Ohio Northern University in the Bears’ season opener on Sept. 6. Paramore is tied for 
the team lead in tackles, with 34 in four games so far this season.

Senior gives football team boost after return to defense

Tyler Kratky captures second 
place at fall tennis regionals
MOLLY CHARNEY
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER
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          drink &  dine
[weekly bar and restaurant guide]

6655 Delmar Blvd (East of Cicero’s)
314-913-6632

Farmers Market
in the Loop

Saturdays 8am-12:30

Join us for Yoga!
Sat’s, 9am-10am
Sept 6-Oct 25

FOX’s “Mulaney” sets 
out to revitalize the 
classic sitcom format

John Mulaney is stepping 
into a massive tradition with 
his new sitcom, “Mulaney,” 
which premieres on FOX 
Sunday, Oct. 5 at 9:30/8:30c. 
He’s a successful standup come-
dian who has now turned to 
creating his own sitcom with an 
eponymous title and character, 
as well as a multi-camera for-
mat (meaning several cameras 
are used simultaneously to 
record). That’s a lot of  pres-
sure to take on, especially with 
so many eponymous sitcoms 
featuring standup comedians as 
examples.

There are only a few hugely 
successful examples, namely 
“Seinfeld,” “The Cosby Show,” 
“The Bob Newhart Show” and 
“Louie,” while plenty of  others 
fall into the mediocre range. 
Still, there’s no denying the 
strong tradition Mulaney is try-
ing to follow. “Mulaney”’s pilot 
episode alone won’t determine 
its place in sitcom history. 
After all, “Seinfeld” didn’t hit 
its stride until its second or 
third season. The pilot will be 
important in setting a style that 
the show can work with in the 
future.

The core premise of  
“Mulaney” is based on a 

fictionalized John Mulaney, a 
television writer who works for 
a crazy game-show host boss 
(Martin Short) and all the while 
deals with his roommates, 
friends and neighbors. It’s a 
pretty standard setup, which 
could inspire some doubt in 
viewers. There’s an ever-pres-
ent, annoying trust-fund baby 
in Andre (Zack Pearlman) and 
a wise old neighbor in Oscar 
(Elliot Gould). Besides that, 
“Mulaney” has two best friends 
in Jane (Nasim Pedrad) and 
Motif  (Seaton Smith). 

If  it’s not already obvious, 
“Mulaney”’s cast is stacked 
with fantastic comedians. Short 
and Gould are legends, and 
the fact that Mulaney was able 
to get both of  them on board 
with his idea is a vote of  con-
fidence for the show. Pedrad, 
meanwhile, was fantastic on 
“Saturday Night Live.” It will 
be exciting to see how she plays 
a long-term complex character.

“Mulaney”’s multi-camera 
format is one of  its most 
daunting features. In a time 
when most critics and fans are 
championing the single-camera 
format (meaning one camera 
records each shot), a la “Louie” 
and “It’s Always Sunny in 
Philadelphia,” Mulaney looks 

NOAH JODICE
STAFF WRITER

CATHARSIS
WHAT: Open Mic Night
WHEN: Thursday, Oct. 2 at 8 p.m.
WHERE: Graham Chapel

Hosted by Thyrsus, WU-SLam 
and the Social Justice Center, 
Catharsis wants to provide students 
and members of the St. Louis 
community with a platform to 
express their recent sadness, rage 
and frustration. Participants can 
sign up to perform online or at the 
event. Students are encouraged to 
come, listen and be heard. 

BLACK ANTHOLOGY 
AUDITIONS
WHAT: Auditions for their spring 
semester production
WHEN:  Wednesday, Oct. 1 and 
Friday, Oct. 3, 7-9 p.m.
WHERE: DUC 276

Black Anthology is one of Wash. 
U.’s best and most important 
cultural shows, and it is sure to 
cover Ferguson in its show this 
spring. Talented actors, singers and 
instrumentalists are encouraged 
to audition. Actors must prepare a 
short monologue. Audition sign-ups 
are located online.

TARGETED
WHAT: A project by Quamesha 
Brown, a Sam Fox School of Design 
student
WHEN: Oct. 9, all day. T-shirt-
making demo on Oct. 6, 6-10 p.m.
WHERE: Everywhere

Quamesha Brown invites any people 
who have ever felt targeted based on 
their identity to participate in her 
performance art piece by making 
and wearing a “targeted” T-shirt 
and then photographing the public’s 
response. This project is a stand 
against all “isms”: racism, sexism, 
ableism and any other “ism” that 
faces discrimination. Pictures of the 
T-shirts and the event page
can be found on Facebook. 

DOCUMENTING 
FERGUSON
WHAT: A digital repository for 
preserving and distributing media 
chronicling Mike Brown’s death 
and the events in Ferguson. 
WHEN: 24/7
WHERE: omeka.wustl.edu/omeka/
contribution

If  you have a photo, story or 
video relating to Ferguson, 
share it with Documenting 
Ferguson, a Wash. U. library 
creation. Feel free to scroll 
through the web content and 
media and encourage others 
you know to share their 
experiences with the collection. 

REMEMBERING FERGUSON

On Aug. 9, 2014, Michael Brown, an unarmed black teenager, was shot and killed by a white police officer in 
Ferguson, Mo. Brown’s death has since become a rallying cry for the end of police brutality in America. 
While there have been protests and panel discussions around campus and the St. Louis area in the two months 

since Brown’s death, students may be seeking a more emotional outlet to deal with their feelings since the events in 
Ferguson. The arts are an excellent way to reveal, process and heal painful memories and tough emotional truths. 
They also offer students a chance to partake in a different kind of political activism, where they can create and 
contribute their own voice to the community. As the St. Louis community continues to remember Ferguson and 
Mike Brown, students and faculty are coming up with creative ways to keep the story alive. —Julia Zasso

SEE MULANEY, PAGE 7

SEE STUDLIFE.COM FOR MORE WAYS TO STAY 
UPDATED ON FERGUSON-RELATED EVENTS. 

- Step Away From The Screen: Put Thoughts 
Into Action

- FERGUSON OCTOBER- WashU Support

KEY FACEBOOK PAGES: 
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complete phrase 
along a single continuous spelling 
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ABC’s sitcom “Selfie,” a 
millennial-friendly riff  on “My 
Fair Lady,” premiered Tuesday 
night, and the jury is still out 
on how successful the show will 
be. The pilot opens with Eliza 
Dooley, the show’s protago-
nist, confessing that she was a 
homely, awkward adolescent 
who decided to devote her post-
adolescent life to being beautiful 
and popular.

Fast forward to Eliza today: 
Eliza is hot, has thousands 
of  Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter followers and is seeing 
a guy at her advertising firm. 
In a tragic turn of  events, Eliza 
learns that he is married while 
on an airplane with all of  her 
coworkers, which turns into her 
stress-vomiting in a cringe-wor-
thy, “Bridesmaids”-esque fashion 
as her co-workers snap pictures 
on their phones and laugh. Later, 
when Eliza texts her “friends” 
about the incident, none are 
sympathetic, save for Siri (yes, 
the iPhone app). In short, Eliza 
knows she has hit rock bottom, 
and she realizes that she must 
change to make people like her.

Enter Henry Higgs, the firm’s 

marketing guru, who begrudg-
ingly takes on Eliza as the 
latest “product” that he will 
“re-brand.” Eliza’s first assign-
ment is to make friends with the 
firm’s receptionist. She ignores 
Charmonique while clacking 
away on her phone and yells, 
“In my defense, that’s not a real 
name!” when the interaction 
stalls. 

Her next mission is to be 
Henry’s date for a wedding. 
Eliza enlists her judgmental 
“hipster” neighbor and her gang 
of  ukulele-brandishing clones for 
a “make-under.” Though dressed 
for the part, she fails her first big 
assignment when she compul-
sively whips out her phone and 
starts playing a very loud game. 
Apparently, this is Eliza’s “stress 
response” to seeing people 
having meaning in their lives. 
Henry goes ballistic, calling her 
a lost cause. The two make up 
in the end, swapping apologies 
and secrets as rain falls outside 
Henry’s uber-posh house. 

Overall, “Selfie” is both 
uneven and heavy-handed. 
Eliza Dooley is a caricature, all 
perfectly curled tresses, fishnets 
and perfectly asinine one-liners 
(“I get horny when I travel—it’s 
science”).  It is unclear as to 

whether Eliza is so vapid and 
socially inept because that’s how 
she actually is, or if  she is merely 
performing an inflated self, akin 
to the one she presents on social 
media. Either way, her character 
is pretty unbelievable. Who hon-
estly doesn’t know that “It’s not 
a real name!” isn’t the correct 
response to forgetting someone’s 
name?

Henry Higgs is a bit of  a 
stick in the mud, an “un-fun 
coxcomb” (a nod to “My Fair 
Lady”). At his worst, he harps 
on the show’s thesis, with lines 
like “Why do people in this 
generation feel the need to tweet 
everything that goes into their 
mouths?” Henry and Eliza are 
polar opposites, but not quite 
full people. Additionally, the 
supporting characters seem 
quirky and promising, but 
underutilized.

That being said, the rain scene 
deflated the caricatures of  Eliza 
and Henry presented in the first 
20 minutes, showing that these 
overwrought characters may 
actually have substance. John 
Cho and Karen Gillan’s acting 
chops shine through in those last 
few moments, just enough to 
make “Selfie” a show to tune in 
to next week.

JUNE JENNINGS
STAFF WRITER

“Selfie” sure of its message, unsure of itself MULANEYFROM PAGE 6

to the older style. Given the 
sensibilities present in his 
standup comedy, it’s not sur-
prising. He loves exploring the 
banal in life, while giving new 
energy to over-used tropes with 
his genuine yet naive tone. In 
a recent interview with Paul 
F. Tompkins, he talked about 
his “old soul” and his love for 
Gould movies and “I Love 
Lucy,” despite being several 
generations younger than them.

Although observational in 
nature, Mulaney’s comedy is 
still absurdist. While working 
at “Saturday Night Live,” he 
created the infamous Stefon 
character with cast member Bill 
Hader. If  Mulaney can bring 
half  the absurdity and joy of  a 
Stefon bit to his new sitcom, it 
will be successful. 

The show’s other big chal-
lenge will be stepping out 
from the looming giant of  all 
sitcoms, “Seinfeld.” The two 
shows share a lot of  similar 

elements, such as isolated 
standup segments, New York 
City locales, crazy neighbors 
and a small group of  friends. 
It’s hard to tell just how much 
“Mulaney” will match up with 
“Seinfeld” from the preview 
trailers alone. Most of  the 
footage features out-of-context 
jokes which, while funny, 
don’t fully display a show’s 
voice. The balance between 
sentimentality and detached-
ness, character and joke will be 
key in determining the show’s 
success. 

Regardless of  format and 
style, the greatest sitcoms have 
good stories to tell and charac-
ters that viewers want to come 
back to time and time again. 
John Mulaney certainly has the 
humor and cautious optimism 
to say that he just might be able 
to pull off  a great sitcom, too.

Tune in to FOX next Sunday 
at 8:30 p.m. to see how 
“Mulaney” fares.
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: The outdoor rooftop patio juts out from the third floor of the new Brown School of Social Work building. The building will also feature interior gardens, a green roof 
and an active learning classroom. | Brookings Hall is visible from the new Brown School building. The project’s general construction contractor, Alberici, has been working on the building since the 
summer of 2013. | University donors and staff tour the Brown School expansion worksite. The construction started in September 2013 and will be approximately 105,000 gross square feet. | The forum, 
surrounded by glass windows, will be a 4,000-square-foot open space overlooking Brookings Hall. Additionally, the new building will host seven new classrooms, seven group-study rooms and a full-
service cafe. | Construction workers apply a layer of concrete to the third-floor ceiling of the new Brown School building. The St. Louis Gateway Arch is clearly visible from the top floor of the building.

This Monday, Student Life had the opportunity to get a sneak peek of the new Brown School of Social Work building.  
Led by project managers Neal Schaeffer and Omar Senghore, we previewed the expected LEED Platinum building and its first on-campus features.  

The following is a series of photos detailing the project’s features and construction progress.

A SNEAK PEEK AT THE NEW BROWN SCHOOL BUILDING

STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE
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