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More than a year after the 
Mosaic Project was founded to 
handle issues of  diversity on cam-
pus, the new Center for Diversity 
and Inclusion has opened its 
doors in Olin Library.

The Mosaic Project was 
launched in 2013 in response to 
an incident at Bear’s Den when 
a student recited a rap song that 
included racial slurs for a frater-
nity pledge event. Various student 
groups and faculty members have 
been on board 
with the Mosaic 
Project, but 
until recently, 
there had been 
few tangible 
results. After 
Washington 
University hired 
an external 
consultant to 
evaluate cam-
pus climate, 
members of  the 
Mosaic Project 
began working 
on developing 
a Center for 
Diversity and 
Inclusion.

After a series 
of  public pre-
sentations given 
by all candidates for the position, 
LaTanya Buck, who previously 
worked at Saint Louis University’s 
Cross Cultural Center, was 
appointed director of  the Center 
for Diversity and Inclusion in May.

The center is currently open, 
with resources available for stu-
dents, though the space itself  is 
not complete. It contains a col-
laborative conference center and a 
private room that students can use 
for quiet conversation.

“It’s a big, beautiful space that 

can be used for studying, for 
lounging,” Buck said. “I envi-
sion students utilizing this space 
to engage in some very critical 
discourse and dialogue, and talk 
about some of  the things that 
are impacting our University 
as well as our local and global 
community.”

Rob Wild, associate vice chan-
cellor for students, has been 
heavily involved in the creation 
and progress of  the center thus far. 
He said he hoped the center would 
help start conversations about 
diversity outside of  a purely aca-

demic context.
“Frankly, the 

most important 
part for me is 
that this really 
becomes a place 
where faculty 
and students 
can get together 
around the topic 
of  diversity,” 
Wild said.

“We have a 
lot of  amazing 
courses...that sort 
of  tackle these 
difficult issues 
around gender, 
race, sexuality,” 
he added. “We’re 
doing a pretty 
good job on cam-
pus in terms of  

addressing and providing some 
learning to students, but when it 
comes to the co-curricular side, 
we haven’t always connected those 
well with that academic side.”

The ceremonial grand opening 
of  the center is set for Sept. 23 
at 4 p.m. and will include words 
from the provost and various 
students and faculty members 
involved with the center. An 
open house will be held during 
Bear Beginnings on Aug. 22 from 
3-5 p.m.

Op-eds, open forums, class dis-
cussions and direct participation 
in rallies are only a few of  the ways 
that Washington University com-
munity members are responding to 
the recent events in Ferguson, Mo.

On Aug. 9, police officer Darren 

Wilson shot and killed 18-year-old 
Michael Brown in Ferguson, a city 
in St. Louis County located about 
20 minutes north of  campus. The 
death of  Brown, a black, unarmed 
teenager, sparked daily protests in 
the area. After violence between 
the police forces and protesters 
escalated, Missouri Governor 
Jay Nixon declared a state of  

emergency and later ordered the 
National Guard into Ferguson.

Through their actions, University 
community members hope to 
educate students about the con-
text surrounding the unrest 
and encouraged them to take 
action in whatever ways they felt 
comfortable.

University administration 

responses have been varied in their 
visibility and nature. Chancellor 
Mark Wrighton sent out an email 
about the events to many stu-
dents, though not to the entire 
Washington University community.

Rob Wild, vice chancellor for 
students and dean of  the First 
Year Center, said that because the 
University is a part of  the St. Louis 

community, he expected students to 
consider what role they should play 
in the aftermath of  the shooting. 

“What’s happening in Ferguson 
is affecting us, and it will continue 
to affect us,” Wild said. “We are 
part of  St. Louis...this is deeply 
painful for Washington University. 

Wash. U. students, professors get involved in Ferguson

Center for Diversity and 
Inclusion opens to students
KATIE MARCUS
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

EMILY SCHIENVAR
NEWS EDITOR
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I envision students 
utilizing this 
space to engage 
in some very 
critical discourse 
and dialogue, and 
talk about some 
of the things that 
are impacting our 
community as well 
as our local and 
global community. 

LaTanya Buck,  
Director of  the Center for  

Diversity and Inclusion

Starbucks aficionados can 
rejoice, as the popular coffee 
shop’s franchise in Bauer Hall 
will open on Monday.

Unlike Starbucks locations in 
stores like Target or Barnes & 
Noble, the Starbucks shop in the 
business school building will be 
like any other independent store, 
with all its normal products and 
features—including the pumpkin 
spice latte, which will be avail-
able at all Starbucks starting 
Monday.

“It’s a fully licensed Starbucks 
store—it’s not ‘Starbucks lite’ in 
any way,” Brian Bannister, asso-
ciate dean for administration, 
said.

The full-service Starbucks 
will accept store gift cards, cash, 
credit and Bear Bucks, but not 
meal points, though Bannister 
said the business school has 

reached out to administration 
about the latter.

“We’ve expressed interest to 
the central administration to be 
able to take [the] student meal 
service plan; we’re hoping they 
will get back to us at some point 
in the future with a viable way 
to do that,” Bannister said. “As 
of  now, I suspect they have con-
tractual relationships with Bon 
Appetit that they have to work 
through.”

Opening alongside Starbucks 
is the Bauer Hall Cafe, which 
will serve made-to-order sand-
wiches and feature a salad bar, 
soup, international station, 
pizza, and fountain and bottled 
drinks. 

Both Starbucks and the cafe 
will be contracted through 
Aramark, a contractor the busi-
ness school currently uses to 
run the Knight Center and the 
Einstein Bros Bagels in Simon 
Hall. 

The Starbucks will be open 
from 7:45 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday and 
will close early on Fridays at 
2 p.m., while the Bauer Hall 
Cafe will open later, at 10:30 
a.m. Bannister cited the lack 
of  University programming on 
weekends as the rationale for the 
lack of  weekend hours.

“In general, we’re not holding 
weekend classes, etc., so there 
isn’t a big rush of  students and 
demand is less,” Bannister said. 

Bannister noted that though 
there is an initial plan for staff-
ing the new cafes, Aramark 
might shift employees from 
other projects to the cafes if  it 
sees a need.

Although the new cafes will 
not be operated by Bon Appetit, 
Bannister did not believe that 
their presence would hurt Bon 
Appetit’s cafe sales, stating that 

Starbucks in Bauer Hall to open  
on Monday for start of classes

EMILY SCHIENVAR
NEWS EDITOR

The highly anticipated Starbucks is set to open its doors to the Wash. U. community this Monday. The store will 
operate like any other location and accept Starbucks cards and Bear Bucks but not meal points.

ADAM TARSHIS | STUDENT LIFE

SEE FERGUSON, PAGE 3

SEE STARBUCKS, PAGE 2
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“Most of [the 

audience was] young 

girls, with a decent 

showing of adults. 

On the same night as 

Perry’s show, black 

men and women 

just 12 miles away in 

Ferguson had milk 

doused on their eyes 

to treat tear gas from 

police.”

- Alex Leichenger, 

senior Forum editor

theflipside

they experienced no such 
loss when Einstein Bros 
Bagels cafe opened several 
years ago.

“We don’t really view 
ourselves in competi-
tion [with Whispers]. 
The idea of  providing the 
food service here enables 
[students] to meet their 
needs here, spend more 
time here, be immersed in 
their learning environment 
and build community,” 
Bannister said.

“We also want the rest 
of  campus to feel welcome 
in the business school. We 
want them to come and 
visit us, and we hope this 
[Starbucks] gives them an 
extra reason to come and 

visit us,” he added.
Students are greeting the 

new dining options with 
mixed reception.

Julia Curbera, a sopho-
more in the College of  
Arts & Sciences, said that 
she would likely not use 
the space for the food.

“I’m not all that into 
Starbucks, plus I’m not 
around the [business] 
school that often. Chances 
are I won’t be seen eating 
there too often, but I think 
it’ll open a great casual 
study place,” she said.

Imran Mumtaz, a 
sophomore in the busi-
ness school, harbored 
more enthusiasm for the 
opening.

“I’m pretty excited 
about the new Starbucks. 
Having a coffee shop 
in the business school’s 
building is a must, and it’s 
refreshing to have a new 
choice for a quick morning 
snack or a late-night cof-
fee,” Mumtaz said.

Andrew Yu, an Arts 
& Sciences junior, hopes 
instead to see more sup-
port for the St. Louis 
community in the future.

“I think it’s great 
that we’re getting more 
options, but it’d also be 
nice to see Wash. U. sup-
porting more local coffee 
shops as well,” he said.

STARBUCKS FROM PAGE 1

August 13
False fire alarm— A fire alarm sounded in 
Givens Hall and the pull station was found 
activated. Officers identified the subject 
who stated it was an accidental pull.
Disposition: Cleared 

August 14 
Damaged Property—A parking lot gate 
closed early, striking a truck. There was 
minor damage. 
Disposition: Cleared

August 17
Larceny—A bicycle was stolen from a 
bicycle rack near McDonnell Hall. Losses 
were estimated at $415.
Disposition: Pending

THURSDAY 21
SWAP: Sharing With A Purpose
South 40 Basketball Courts, 9 a.m.—3:30 p.m
SWAP is holding a sale of reusable room 
items, including furniture, fridges and 
microwaves. Proceeds from the sale will 
benefit the Trading Post.

Convocation
Athletic Complex, 7:30 p.m.
Doors will open at 6:45 p.m. for parent and 
family seating. Seating in the Athletic Complex 
is available on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Alternate seating with a live televised broadcast 
of the ceremony is available in Graham Chapel 
and Edison Theatre.

FRIDAY 22
Danforth Center on Religion and 
Politics—Open House
Umrath Hall, Room 116, 3 p.m.—5 p.m.
Stop by to meet Center faculty and staff 
representatives and learn more about a 
minor in religion and politics, our courses, 
our online journal and our upcoming 
events.

Chabad on Campus—Classic Shabbat 
Dinner
7018 Forsyth Blvd, 7 p.m.
Students are invited to join Rabbi Hershey 
Novack for a classic “Chabad-Style” Shabbat 
dinner. Often, members of the faculty 
attend as well. Meets each week during the 
semester. No fee to participate.

SATURDAY 23
Medical Center Summer Concert
Center for Advanced Medicine, 4921 
Parkview Place, Lobby, 4 p.m.
The concert, which is free and open to 
the public, will feature vocalists and 
instrumentalists performing a variety of 
musical genres.

Sam Fox School: Transformation—
Making Paper From Plants, Making Art 
Through Interaction
PXSTL site, 3713 and 3719 Washington Blvd., 
10 a.m.
Tutorial is open to all, but participants 
are encouraged to register with Hannah 
Reinhart at hannah@gatewaygreening.org 
or 314-588-9600, ext. 104.

SUNDAY 24
Catholic Student Center Mass
6352 Forsyth Blvd, 63105, 11 a.m.
All are welcome. Contact Mark Zaegel at 
zaegel@washucsc.org or 314-935-9191 ext. 230.

POLICE
BEAT

MEGAN MAGRAY | STUDENT LIFE

The Starbucks in Bauer Hall is stocked to serve the student body starting on Monday. According 
to Brian Bannister, associate dean for administration, the store will be a fully licensed location 
offering the complete range of Starbucks services.

ADAM TARSHIS | STUDENT LIFE



New students may be 
busier than ever this year 
as Washington University 
moves the start of  the fall 
semester forward a day 
and shortens freshmen 
orientation accordingly.

For the past few years, 
the University’s first day 
of  classes has been on a 
Tuesday following a five-
day freshman orientation 
program. This year, how-
ever, classes will begin on 
Monday.

The change comes as 
the final step in a process 
set in motion several years 
ago to shift the first day of  
classes from Wednesday 
to Monday. Previously, 
students registered for 
classes in person, which 
took up additional time in 
the orientation schedule. 

Sue Hosack, chair of  
the University’s Academic 
Calendar Committee, 
said that, as registration 
became available online, 
the historical reason for 
beginning on Wednesday 
was no longer valid, so 
the Academic Calendar 
Committee decided to 
begin the progression 
toward a Monday start.

The shorter orienta-
tion prompted another 
change for freshmen in 
the College of  Arts & 
Sciences, who had pre-
viously met with their 
academic advisers and 
registered for classes 
during orientation. Arts 
& Sciences, the largest 
undergraduate academic 
division of  the University, 

will now allow all its 
students to register for 
classes online over the 
summer, a method the 
Olin Business School and 
the School of  Engineering 
& Applied Science have 
used for several years.

Even with the change 
in plans, the First Year 
Center’s efforts to bring 
a successful orientation 
to incoming freshmen are 
coming along smoothly, 
according to Danielle 
Bristow, head of  the First 
Year Center. Rather than 
shifting move-in day to 
Wednesday, the FYC 
decided to shorten the ori-
entation program.

“We’ve known for a 
couple of  years that the 
schedule was going to be 
changing, so we’ve been 
prepared. Last January, 
we brought in a national 
consultant to take a big-
ger, broader look at 
orientation and what stu-
dents need to know and be 
able to do by the time they 
finish orientation, and 
we had about 25 campus 
partners who joined us for 
that day-long retreat to 
help us plan out what ori-
entation was going to look 
like,” Bristow said.

With the shortened ori-
entation, new students 
may find their schedules 
a little tighter than their 
predecessors’. Though the 
orientation schedule for 
this fall has not yet been 
released, Bristow said 
that students might still 
have some spare time in 
the afternoons on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday.

Known changes to this 

year’s schedule include 
the elimination of  the 
Club 40 dance and a 
shortened parent and fam-
ily orientation, although a 
new program called “Our 
Names, Our Stories” is 
also being added.

Put together through 
the combined efforts of  
the Mosaic Project and 
the FYC, “Our Names, 
Our Stories” will be a 
combination of  multi-
media presentations, 
monologues and interac-
tive activities that will 
share stories about being 
a Wash. U. student on 
campus and the expecta-
tions of  the community 
regarding diversity and 
inclusion.

Junior David D’Agrosa, 
campus programming 
chair for the First Year 
Executive Board, said 
there were no hard feel-
ings about the elimination 
of  Club 40, an event at 
the South 40’s Clocktower 
that featured music, 
pizza and root beer as an 
opportunity to meet other 
freshmen, but added that 
he would not have chosen 
to move the first day of  
classes. 

“It’s less than ideal…
from the First Year 
Center’s side of  it, we had 
to cut out some activities, 
like Club 40, which some 
people might be happy 
about because it was so 
awkward,” he said.

“From a student’s per-
spective, I would have 
preferred to have started 
on Tuesday so that I could 
have a little more time 
to get settled…but in the 

long run, it’s not going 
to be that big of  a deal, 
because the whole week is 
usually pretty mellow.” 

Sophomore Kelsey Bria 
was not concerned about 
the change, even noting 
the bright side of  the addi-
tional day.

“I honestly don’t see 
much of  a difference start-
ing one day early. It might 
be kind of  nice to start 
with a normal weekly 
schedule right away,” Bria 
said.

Adding an extra day 
of  classes, however, 
meant that the Academic 
Calendar Committee 
had to take one day off  
as well. Provost Holden 

Thorp noted that the 
change in the first day 
of  classes was decided 
before his time at the 
University, but after last 
year, his first on campus, 
he helped make another 
change in the academic 
calendar: fall break will 
give students two days off  
of  classes starting in 2016.

“When I got here, I 
thought one day was 
silly,” Thorp said. “I 
thought we should make 
it longer or get rid of  it, 
and so we decided to have 
a two-day fall break.”

Though the first day 
of  classes changes to 
Monday this year, the 
extended fall break will 

not take effect until 
incoming freshmen are 
juniors.

Thorp said he was look-
ing forward to the new 
arrangement.

“I don’t see any reason 
why we need that extra 
day [before classes begin]. 
I don’t have any concern 
about being ready to roll 
on Monday...When we get 
to the point where we’re 
starting on Monday and 
have a two-day fall break, 
I think that’s going to be 
a much better setup than 
starting on Tuesday and 
having a one-day fall 
break, so I’m definitely 
happy about that,” Thorp 
said.
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We have to think about what 
is our role in the community, 
what is our response, how do 
our students be involved.”

“One of  the questions 
that has come up a lot with 
the [resident advisors] and 
[Washington University 
Student Associates] is, 
should we tell people not to 
leave campus? What I told 
the WUSAs and RAs is 
that this is the wrong time 
to be sending that message,” 
Wild added. “In fact, this is 
probably as good of  a time 
as ever to strengthen what 
we’re doing in the St. Louis 
community.”

Several professors from 
departments including 
education, English and 
law penned opinion pieces 
about the events that were 
published in various publica-
tions. Clarissa Rile Hayward, 
an associate professor of  
political science, wrote a 
piece for The Washington 
Post and said she felt that 
context was the key to under-
standing the situation.

“There is an understand-
able tendency to try to focus 
on individuals...but I also 
think we need to think about 
the larger background, and 
specifically the institutional 
context that tends to per-
petuate racial inequality and 

racial injustices,” Hayward 
said.

Gerald Early, the Merle 
Kling professor of  modern 
letters and a professor of  
English and of  African and 
African-American Studies, 
wanted to direct focus 
towards the relationship 
Washington University has 
with the city of  St. Louis. 

In his opinion piece, 
“Why Ferguson Was Ready 
to Explode,” published 
in Time Magazine, Early 
argued that the long-standing 
racial divide in St. Louis has 
become hyper-segregated, 
with tensions between races 
becoming more strained 
over time. This strain, he 
wrote, led to the outburst in 
Ferguson’s community after 
Michael Brown’s murder.

“I think people need to 
be informed. [They need 
to] learn the history of  St. 
Louis, and particularly the 
history of  race relations...
start finding out the nature 
of  the city,” Early said.

University associate pro-
fessors Rebecca Wanzo and 
Jeffrey McCune approached 
the situation differently, 
planning a panel discussion 
to take place on Aug. 28 to 
encourage dialogue between 
the Washington University 
and St. Louis communities.

Like Early, Wanzo said 
that University students are 
generally unfamiliar with the 
history of race relations in St. 
Louis, and she and McCune 
wanted to facilitate a discus-
sion about it so they could 
better understand the protests. 

“The idea is to really have 
a broad, University-focused, 
cross-school dialogue about 
the events because it brings 
up so many issues that one 
expert in one field can’t han-
dle,” Wanzo said.

Wanzo said that while 
dialogue is an important 
starting point, she encour-
ages members of  the 
University community to do 
more. 

“We should really make 
sure we respond to what the 
community says it needs. 
Sometimes intellectuals or 
outsiders go into communi-
ties and try to tell them what 

they should be doing, but 
there are a lot of  activists on 
the ground who have very 
clear ideas about what needs 
to happen in terms of helping 
the community,” she said.

Several Washington 
University students have 

already gone out to rallies 
and protests to support the 
Ferguson community. Senior 
Charlie Beard, who has been 
posting online and attending 
rallies near campus, felt that 
the situation was something 
he simply couldn’t ignore 
and wants to continue his 
involvement after classes 
begin.

“It just seems like some-
thing people should get 
involved in. It’s a local 
thing...there’s no reason 
not to,” Beard said. “Once 
classes start, I’ll stay posted. 
I know there are students 
who are involved in making 

a statement as Wash. U. stu-
dents, and I want to be a part 
of  that, plus I want to go to 
Ferguson at some point as 
well.”

Brittany Packnett, a 2006 
Washington University grad-
uate, has been very involved 
in the Ferguson commu-
nity since Michael Brown’s 
death. Packnett has been at 
protests nearly every night 
and was tear gassed at one 
event.

“I’ve just been trying to bear 
witness to what’s happening 
and make sure that people 
don’t forget what’s happening 
in Ferguson,” she said.

“The fact of  the matter is 
that this happened to Mike 
Brown and this reinforces 
the fears that a lot of  our 
African-American young 
people are walking around 
with every day,” Packnett 
added. “I talked to an 8-year-
old the other day and when 
I asked him what he thinks 
when he sees the police, he 
said, ‘Run.’ If  you’re 8 and 
you’re already thinking that 
the police are not there to 
serve and protect, you can 
imagine how you feel about 
law enforcement when you 
are 18.”

Packnett hoped that 
Washington University stu-
dents and administrators 

could find a way to get 
involved but noted that pro-
testing in Ferguson was not 
the only way to contribute.

“I think it’s up to people 
at Wash. U. to decide where 
they can best add value, 
and that may look different 
from what other students 
and organizations [choose 
to do],” Packnett said. “Do 
the people of  Ferguson need 
more people to stand with 
them in peaceful protest? 
Absolutely. Does it make a 
difference if  those people 
are coming from Wash. U.? 
Absolutely. Because Wash. 
U. students have a level of  
credibility and privilege. 
That privilege should be used 
to benefit other people,” she 
added.

“It’s a choice everyone 
has to make for themselves. 
Being tear gassed is not fun. 
It’s not easy being out there 
every night, however you 
end up contributing to the 
movement—if  it’s writing an 
op-ed or standing out there 
in a march or working with 
students to process what 
they’re feeling about this, or 
if  it’s opening up a dialogue 
with people who might not 
understand [what’s going on 
in] Ferguson,” Packnett said. 
“None of  those things are 
easy all of  the time.”

FERGUSON FROM PAGE 1

First day of classes moved to Monday, orientation shortened
EMILY SCHIENVAR
NEWS EDITOR

The fact of the matter is that this 
happened to Mike Brown and this 
reinforces the fears that a lot of our 
African-American young people are 
walking around with every day.

Brittany Packnett,  
2006 Washington University graduate
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CADENZA
“Dead Poets Society”
Before “Dead Poets 

Society,” I had only seen a 
comedic Robin Williams. I 
could watch the Genie sing 
and Mrs. Doubtfire baby-sit all 
day, but my favorite Williams 
roles are his serious turns. As 
an inspirational professor at 
a stuffy, conservative board-
ing school, Williams’ John 
Keating is full of unbridled 
passion, with the actor’s trade-
mark whimsy still injected into 
the performance. Whether he’s 
expounding upon the virtues 
of poetry or encouraging his 
students to “seize the day,” 
Williams-as-Keating is the 
ideal English teacher for any 
high school student viewing 
“Dead Poets Society” for the 
first time. I wanted my teacher 
to take us outside for active 
classes and spurn our textbook, 
to inspire me and give mean-
ingful life advice.

The movie’s ending—no 
spoilers here—seems a horrible 
foreshadowing now, and I’m 
sure that the next time I re-
watch the film, more tears will 
flow. In one of the film’s most 
memorable scenes, Williams 
quotes Walt Whitman: “The 

powerful play goes on, and you 
may contribute a verse.” The 
play will go on post-Williams, 
and I will keep re-reading his 
verse.  
-- Zach Kram

“Aladdin”
Although Disney is known 

for its multitude of larger-than-
life characters, none are bigger 
(literally) than Williams’ Genie 
in the original “Aladdin” 
(1992). Williams played the 
role of a wise mentor figure 
in “Aladdin” for neither the 
first nor last time, but with a 
silly twist as the helpful-but-
goofy Genie who bargains 
for freedom from the lamp to 
which he has been confined for 
thousands of years.

Williams’ performance in 
“Aladdin” proved that he was 
more than a bouncy physical 
comedian—he was able to 
command audiences using just 
his wide range of vocal intona-
tions. Williams’ iconic song, 
“Friend Like Me,” proved 
its merits beyond the Disney 
realm when it was nomi-
nated for both an Oscar and 
a Golden Globe. Hopefully, 
children will continue to sing 

this song as the years go on 
and, with it, learn about Robin 
Williams and his amazing 
career. After all, to the children 
of our generation, he wasn’t 
just a famous actor. As he 
popped out of our screens and 
made us laugh, he was one of  
our very first friends.  
-- Kimberly Henrickson

“Good Will Hunting” 
Robin Williams was 

nominated for four Academy 
Awards in his legendary career 
and in1998 finally earned a 
Best Supporting Actor Oscar 
in his final nomination for his 
role in “Good Will Hunting.” 
In the part of Dr. Sean 
Maguire, Williams’ calm and 
disciplined demeanor, coupled 
with the character’s authorita-
tive-yet-intimate personality, 
allowed the therapist to relate 
with Will, the protagonist, and 
millions of the film’s viewers. 

As Williams, accompanied 
by a graying beard, delivered 
a monologue while sitting 
on the park bench, he was 
the epitome of a wise man, 
having experienced both 
extraordinary and devastat-
ing events throughout his life. 

The performance seemed to 
have clicked with many who 
have gone through traumatic 
experiences or have helped 
others through tough times, as 
the passion Williams shows is 
extremely moving.   
-- Tyler Friedman

“Jumanji”
It’s hard to imagine that 

when “Jumanji” came out in 
1995, some Wash. U. students 
hadn’t even been born yet. As 
Alan Parrish, the man trapped 
in the diabolical game for 
26 years after a round gone 
wrong, Williams leads his 
teammates (including a teeny 
Kirsten Dunst in her break-
out role) on a quest to finally 
complete Jumanji and reverse 
the carnage he brought about 
as a child. Although the film 
may have been advertised as a 
lighthearted Robin Williams-
backed caper, for many of our 
generation, “Jumanji” was one 
of the first true horror films we 
subjected ourselves to. Who 
can forget the rhino stampedes, 
crocodile-infested floods or 
Van Pelt, the big-game hunter 
who haunted nightmares for 
years to come? 

Throughout the heart-
stopping ride, Williams was 
there to provide viewers with 
his calming screen presence 
or a trademark quip to remind 
us that the monsters under the 
bed could always be banished 
by the light. The film not 
only taught us to avoid any 
board games that come with 
their own ominous drumbeat 
soundtrack, but most impor-
tantly it cemented Williams’ 
leading role in the cinematic 
upbringing of a generation.  
-- Kayla Hollenbaugh

“Mrs. Doubtfire”
I wasn’t born when “Mrs. 

Doubtfire” came out, so I can’t 
say that I saw it in theaters and 
it changed my life forever, but 
“Mrs. Doubtfire” did mark 
an important time in my 
childhood along with a little 
realization about families. My 
elementary school best friend 
introduced me to the film, 
and we would sit in her family 
room and watch as Robin 
Williams transformed into the 
female nanny in order to be 
close to his children. We would 
put the movie in after school 
while we set up Polly Pockets 

or Barbie Dolls and have it 
play in the background as we 
learned to tell our own stories. 
It was funny and warm while 
still dealing truthfully with 
divorce, and scenes from “Mrs. 
Doubtfire”—Mrs. Doubtfire 
dancing while vacuuming, 
Williams trying on different 
noses in order to find the best 
disguise or the moment he’s 
discovered—have stuck with 
me throughout the years and 
are always intermixed with my 
own feelings of security and 
contentment. 

“Mrs. Doubtfire” made 
me laugh, as Robin Williams 
always managed to do, but 
it also showed me another 
example of family. This movie 
was a reminder that families 
are different. Some families, 
like mine, have parents who 
are still married, but other 
families, like the Hillards, were 
no longer together. No matter 
your family situation, “Mrs. 
Doubtfire” made it clear that 
there can always be a “family 
in your heart.” While it may 
be a little cheesy and a little 
simplistic, as a kid, sometimes 
that’s what you needed.  
-- Elena Wandzilak

REMEMBERING ROBIN WILLIAMS
The world lost one of  its greatest comedic legends with Robin Williams’ passing last week. As a man and an actor who was able to communicate both incredible happiness and poignant loss in the same scene—and reassure fans 

that both emotions were perfectly OK—Williams helped bring up a generation of  kids through his work, including many of  us here at Washington University. Here, Cadenza remembers five of  Williams’ most impactful films.
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Freshmen—if you’re 
anything like I was the 
summer before starting my 
freshman year at Washington 
University, you’re probably 
working to sort out the reality 
of college life from the myths 
you’ve gathered from media 
representation of it. Here’s 
a quick guide to what your 
favorite movies have depicted 
correctly and what should 
actually be treated as fiction.

“Admission” (2013)
Scene: As admissions 

officer Tina Fey reads 
applications, the Princeton 
University hopefuls jump 
off the paper and into life in 
front of her, bragging about 
their many accomplishments, 
talents and unique traits. 

Myth: As Wash. U. is an 
excellent school, all of the 
students will have that “one 
thing” that made them stand 
out from everyone else during 
the admissions process. Once 
they get to school, they won’t 
be able to shut up about how 
special they are.

Reality: Although all of  
the class of 2018 will surely 
have accomplished much 
during their high school 
years, you will be surprised 
at simply how normal most 
of your classmates  will 
be. You’ll learn about the 
accomplishments of your 
good friends as you get to 
know them, but unless you 
have some of “those kids” 
(and you know who I mean) 
on your freshman floor, 
not everyone’s icebreaker 
fun facts will be how many 
languages they can speak or 
how many countries they’ve 
visited on service trips. (And 
I’m begging you—don’t be 
one of those kids).

“22 Jump Street” (2014)
Scene: As Channing 

Tatum parties it up with his 
friends from the football 
team, Jonah Hill, not feeling 
like he belongs, chooses 
instead to drink wine with his 
art- and slam-poetry-loving 
pals. The groups couldn’t be 
more different and probably 
never socialize with each 
other. 

Myth: Social groups 
will be clearly defined, and 
aligning yourself with a 
stereotypical group is the 
best way to ensure a social 
life. Many people will decide 
to stick with a certain group 
right off the bat and from 
then on will avoid all others. 

Reality: Luckily, clique 
mentalities can be left in high 
school—and if you were 
planning on establishing 
one, prepare to be viewed 
as immature by all your 
classmates because in college, 
it’s better to befriend a range 
of different people rather than 
just a similar few. Freshman 
year at Wash. U. is charac-
terized by its large number 
of open parties that anyone 
can go to, and if frats aren’t 
your scene, you’ll still be able 
to meet tons of people by 
dorm-hopping, participating 
in extracurricular activities or 
simply just going to class.

“Revenge of the Nerds” 
(1984)

Scene: Fraternity members 
oust the “nerds” out of their 
freshman dorm, forcing them 
to seek new housing arrange-
ments. A war between the 
two groups ensues. 

Myth: Greeks and non-
Greeks don’t get along at all 
and, in fact, have deep vendet-
tas against each other. 

Reality: There’s no discord 
between Greeks and non-
Greeks at Wash. U. Most of  

the time, it seems as if the 
only way to tell if  someone 
is in Greek life is if he/she is 
constantly sporting lettered 
attire, and it ultimately doesn’t 
make a difference whether 
you join or not. Because 
rush is deferred until second 
semester, it’s easy to become 
close friends with people 
before anyone has even 
entered Greek life or started 
the pledging process.

“Mona Lisa Smile” (2003)
Scene: Julia Roberts’ art 

history students chase her 
cab on bikes as she leaves 
Wellesley College, having 
changed her students’ lives for 
the better.

Myth: Every interaction 
with one of your professors 
will be a life-changing experi-
ence in which you reevaluate 
your life priorities, values and 
goals. Each of your profes-
sors will teach you invaluable 
lessons about life. 

Reality: Although Wash. 
U. has a host of wonder-
ful professors, you can’t 
reasonably expect to have 
a meaningful connection 
with very many of yours, 
especially those who teach 
large lectures or multiple sec-
tions, simply because of time 
constraints. Similarly, don’t 
be distressed if one or two of  
your fall semester teachers 
turn out to be duds—this is 
bound to happen at every 
school and hopefully, the 
quality of teaching will only 
increase as you progress 
through your four years. 
However, if you do feel like 
you want a deeper connection 
with any of your teachers 
(and not in a weird way), feel 
free to seek them out during 
office hours. Chances are that 
if you’re brave enough to seek 
out a relationship, they’ll be 
happy to get to know you.

How truthful are the movies? 
Debunking myths with an analysis of iconic 
scenes from classic college flicks
KIMBERLY HENRICKSON
MOVIES EDITOR

No, I am not a 15-year-old 
girl, and yes, I went to the 
Katy Perry concert on Sunday 
at the Scottrade Center.

I fall hard for the bubble-
gum variety of music on the 
radio—the Carly Rae Jepsens 
and Becky Gs of the industry. 
And I have grown out of the 
stage where I am ashamed 
to say so. We all need a little 
harmless fun in the car, on 
(last) Friday night and in 
moments when we’re just 
searching for an elusive feel-
ing of joy on a bad day.

Perry’s music is emblematic 
of the happy-go-lucky radio 
variety. Songs like “California 
Gurls” and “Teenage Dream” 
are peppy, carefree and perfect 
for drive-time singalong. But 
Perry keeps churning out the 
catchy tunes with every new 
album, and they continue 
reaching the upper echelon 
of the charts. With her latest 
hit, “Birthday,” she set a pop 
music record for 12 consecu-
tive singles in the Billboard 
Top 10. 

I wanted to witness this 
Perry phenomenon live, and 
after an opener from country 
artist Kacey Musgraves and 
30-minute break for a set 
change, the collective crowd 
shriek—a shriek only chal-
lenged in shrillness by that 
at the Taylor Swift concert I 
attended sophomore year—
gave me an idea of Perry’s 
stage presence.  

Despite her seemingly 
standard pop brand, Perry 
has also become a controver-
sial figure. She had a song 
called “Ur So Gay,” and her 
music videos have drawn 
condemnation for cultural 
appropriation. She’s pulled 
stunts in concerts such as 
dressing up as a geisha and 
featuring mummified backup 
dancers with padded butts 

and breasts, which critics have 
called obscene caricatures 
of black women. For good 
measure, Perry has also been 
accused of membership in the 
Illuminati, though I’m taking 
that charge just a bit less 
seriously.

As someone who grapples 
extensively with such types of  
social problems in the sports 
universe, the unfavorable 
commentaries about Perry’s 
act added another layer of  
curiosity for my venture into 
teenage Covergirl world.

From the opening roar to 
welcome her, Perry com-
manded. Her presence and 
voice captured a crowd the 
way many great studio artists 
cannot.  

But the bizarreness on stage 
started relatively quickly, with 
the triangular video board on 
stage transporting us into a 
space shuttle, which some-
how landed in Perry’s version 
of ancient Egypt (obviously 
with pyramids because, you 
know, the Illuminati). On 
came Perry and her court 
of “walk like an Egyptian” 
backup dancers, with Pharaoh 
Juicy J on the video board, to 
perform “Dark Horse.” 

Then Perry brought out 
the dreaded booty and 
breast dancers. In a recent 
Rolling Stone story, Perry 
defended her mini-minstrel 
show by arguing, “as far 
as the mummy thing, I 
based it on plastic surgery. 
Look at someone like Kim 
Kardashian. Look at some-
one like Ice-T’s wife, Coco. 
Those girls aren’t African-
American. But it’s actually a 
representation of  our culture 
wanting to be plastic, and 
that’s why there’s bandages 
and it’s mummies.”

Even taking Perry’s com-
ments at face value would 
make them categorically 
absurd. Coming from a 
performer who decorates 

herself in a palette of wigs 
and hair dye, I’m not buying 
Perry’s critique of altering 
certain bodily features. I’m 
also not sure how the ancient 
Egyptians relate to Kim 
Kardashian, but maybe Perry 
should be given the opportu-
nity to explain further.

Perry’s audience in St. 
Louis was overwhelmingly—
around 95 percent—white. 
Most of them were young 
girls, with a decent showing 
of adults. On the same night 
as Perry’s show, black men 
and women just 12 miles 
away in Ferguson had milk 
doused on their eyes to treat 
tear gas from police.

“I have yet to hear anything 
about #Ferguson from 
Bieber, Miley, Iggy, or Katy,” 
former NFL player Nic 
Harris tweeted the next day. 
“Everyone wants to be ‘black’ 
until it’s time to BE black!”

Harris is right—perform-
ers are quick to embrace and 
profit off blackness, but only 
when it serves their limited 
artistic purposes. While 
impressionable young kids are 
enjoying the light show, voice 
and stage presence, it’s easier 
to internalize some racial and 
cultural stereotypes as mere 
harmless fun.

Perry’s appeal lies in the 
fun and upbeat nature of  
her songs, and she demon-
strated that spectacularly 
with a closing of “Teenage 
Dream,” “California Gurls” 
and “Birthday.” For a final 
encore, she performed a daz-
zling rendition of “Firework,” 
enhanced for the audience by 
“Prismatic” rainbow vision 
goggles.

Perry didn’t need the big 
booty act, and she need-
lessly pushes attention away 
from the qualities that have 
made her a star—to excitable 
tweens and teens, intrigued 
moms and dads, and even this 
21-year-old college guy.

Hot and cold on Katy Perry
ALEX LEICHENGER
SENIOR FORUM EDITOR
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A 
preliminary 
autopsy of  
18-year-old 
Michael Brown, 

killed by police officer 
Darren Wilson in Ferguson, 
Mo., earlier this month, 
revealed that the teenager 
was shot at least six times 
total and twice in the head. 
The autopsy also concluded 
that Brown did not appear 
to have been hit from close 
range, disrupting the notion 
that Wilson fired his weapon 
in self-defense. 

This is the person-to-
person story of  the event that 
has led Ferguson to explode 
in the days since, and in 
America, we crave person-
to-person stories. When it 
comes to race, we tell the 
tale of  Martin Luther King, 
Jr. explaining his dream to 
thousands of  protesters gath-
ered in the nation’s capital. 
We think of successful enter-
tainers, athletes and our first 
black president as individual 
examples of  shattering racial 
barriers and advancing the 
country toward a colorblind 
present and future.

Our addiction to nar-
ratives of  individualism 
and individual encounters, 
however, can be toxic 
distractions from policies 
and institutional forces 
that still shape American 
society. Even if  the evidence 
shows that Wilson is guilty 
of  murder, the systematic 
dehumanization of black 
life does not start nor end 
there. Commentaries such 
as former Missouri state 
senator Jeff  Smith’s column 
in The New York Times 
and Student Life’s staff  
editorial have explained that 
racist housing and zoning 
laws all over St. Louis and 
St. Louis County originally 
made Ferguson, the rare area 
without them, a haven for 
black residents. But as blacks 
moved in, whites fled, repli-
cating a pattern in American 

urban history while leaving 
institutions like the police 
force and government 
dominated by whites. For its 
city income, Ferguson relies 
heavily on traffic tickets and 
court fees, and officials pre-
dominantly target blacks. 

Across America, police 
are not only disproportion-
ately stopping people with 
darker skin due to traffic 
violations. As Ohio State 
University law profes-
sor Michelle Alexander 
documents in “The New Jim 
Crow,” criminal justice has 
transitioned from a means 
of  community protection to 
a system of racial and social 
control. The war on drugs 
has criminalized drastically 
more minorities despite 
equal rates of  usage among 
whites. Media outlets are 
now reporting that Brown 
had marijuana in his system 
when he was shot, as if  that 
is somehow relevant to his 
brutal killing.

Racial differences in 
violent crime rates can be 
explained by the exclusion-
ary housing, employment 
and educational policies 
that littered the records of  
cities around the country 
for decades and the prac-
tices that perpetuate their 
purposes. Furthermore, 
crime statistics don’t always 
account for the violence of  
police, which is copious in a 
now-militarized Ferguson. 

Unlike the nations that 
America regularly condemns 
for human rights abuses, we 
do not turn to mass killings 
or genocide for racial and 
social control. Instead, we 
turn to incarceration. 

According to the 
Sentencing Project, one in 
three black men and one 
in six Latino men will face 
prison time in their lives, 
as opposed to one in 17 
white men. One in 18 black 
women and one in 45 Latino 
women will end up behind 
bars at some point, com-
pared to one in 111 white 
women.

Though more than 2 

million people were incarcer-
ated in 2012, three times as 
many “were under the super-
vision of adult correctional 
systems,” according to the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics.

The system is designed, 
through further discrimina-
tion in employment, housing 
and even transportation for 
ex-offenders, to encourage 
recidivism. 

America is even profit-
ing off  the disproportionate 
imprisonment of  minorities. 
Private prison corporations 
like the GEO Group and 
Corrections Corporation 
of America are publicly 
traded on the New York 
Stock Exchange and gener-
ate profits by maintaining 
bed occupancy minimums 
for their facilities. A well-
publicized 2013 report from 
In the Public Interest shows 
that private prison contracts 
ensure bed occupancy rates 
of  at least 90 percent. 

Though comparatively 
fewer inmates are housed in 
private facilities, the numbers 
have grown rapidly—from 
85,500 in 2000 to 128,300 in 
2012, a 50 percent increase. 
We are transitioning further 
from justice and closer to 
punishment dictated by con-
tract clause. The people who 
will bear the brunt of  this 
system are the same people 
who have been bearing the 
brunt of  racist policies on 
American soil for centuries.

Michael Brown died 
because police forces are not 
designed to protect people 
like him. They are designed 
to imprison people like 
him. Occasionally, a more 
aggressive cop will miss the 
subtlety and simply end up 
killing another unarmed 
human with dark skin. 

Meanwhile, a Pew 
Research Poll showed that 
only 37 percent of  whites 
believe the shooting of  
Brown “raises important 
issues about race.” America 
is content to keep repeating 
the happy stories of  personal 
racial triumphalism. Reality 
will only be tear gassed.

Michael Brown:  
A victim of a racist system 

STAFF EDITORIAL

T   
he North County 
suburb of  
Ferguson, Mo., has 
erupted in protest 

and police retaliation over the 
past week and a half since 
the killing of unarmed black 
teenager Michael Brown. As 
nightly clashes between police 
and community members 
aggravated by what they con-
sider longstanding injustices 
and mistreatment by police 
have unfolded, important 
questions related to the media 
and civil liberties have arisen. 

Freedom of the press 
and peaceful assembly are 
pillars of American society 
and clearly delineated in 
the First Amendment to the 
United States Constitution. 
Regular violations of these 
core American principles by 

law enforcement officials in 
Ferguson are deeply troubling 
to the editorial board of  
Student Life.  

While objections to police 
conduct have turned to 
violence and looting at certain 
points, such actions have 
not made up a majority of  
the protests, yet law enforce-
ment has disproportionately 
cracked down with use of  
tanks, SWAT teams and 
tear gas. Even a 90-year-old 
Holocaust survivor found 
herself handcuffed by law 
enforcement, one of over 100 
arrests made by officers. The 
arrests of working journalists, 
among them Washington 
Post and Huffington Post 
reporters Wesley Lowery and 
Ryan J. Reilly, respectively, 
represent another disturbing 

violation of constitutional 
rights. 

In light of the damage 
done to press freedom, it is 
also essential to consider the 
role that Twitter and other 
social media have played in 
the Ferguson coverage. The 
territory between citizen 
journalism and professional 
journalism is increasingly 
overlapping, and professional 
reporters themselves use 
Twitter as a method to find 
sources and video for their 
own reporting.  

Twitter activists and citizen 
journalists such as St. Louis 
alderman Antonio French, 
an MBA graduate student at 
Washington University who 
was also arrested during the 
protests, have been instru-
mental in bringing attention 

to events and atrocities in 
Ferguson. The aftermath 
of 2013’s Boston Marathon 
bombings already showed 
that Twitter can function as 
an important news source, 
giving the common people a 
voice to share events related 
to the tragedy with a tweet, 
video or picture. When 
Michael Brown was shot and 
killed on Aug. 9, people once 
again turned to social media, 
as thousands of people posted 
tweets with #MikeBrown and 
#HandsUpDontShoot. In the 
following weeks, protestors 
have regularly recorded vid-
eos of police (mis)conduct. 

Twitter has opened an 
avenue that gives citizens 
powers similar to journal-
ists. The stunning images 
and videos of the arrests, 

chants and hands raised have 
provided the public with 
raw footage of the events at 
Ferguson. Observers, protes-
tors and citizen journalists 
can provide unique stories 
and views that add to what is 
known from traditional news 
outlets. Furthermore, these 
people are not restricted by 
institutional barriers that can 
water down essential news as 
it is unfolding. 

However, it can be difficult 
to verify whether information 
tweeted is accurate. An excel-
lent example of a false alarm 
would be a tweet posted on 
Aug. 11 showing a picture 
of Washington University 
police cars that seemed to 
be blocking the entrance to 
Green Hall, when the officers 
were instead merely chatting 

with one another. Twitter has 
driven passion and attention 
to Ferguson where there 
might otherwise be signifi-
cantly less, but the value of  
having trained journalists 
to sort through the barrage 
of real-time information 
remains. Meanwhile, skepti-
cism of both social media and 
mainstream news coverage 
remains essential to our 
democracy. 

What is unessential and 
inexcusable is prevention of  
the rights to disseminate infor-
mation through either social 
or traditional media—or to 
violate rights of the commu-
nity to protest.  

For additional perspective on 
the Ferguson unrest, check out last 
Saturday’s online-exclusive staff  
editorial at studlife.com.

Questions of civil liberties and social media in Ferguson

W
elcome to 
campus! 
Many 

Washington University 
students spent their sum-
mers working, traveling 
or volunteering, and 
have built relationships 
with friends new and 
old. As the new semester 
starts, some students may 
find it difficult balanc-
ing school friends with 
summer friends. While 
social media has made 
it easier to keep in touch 
with everyone, the use 
of  it often becomes 
unbalanced.

Social media is an 
important tool—it can 
be used to help grow and 
nurture our real-life rela-
tionships and maintain 
others at long distances. 
A powerful force in our 
culture, it enables every-
thing from fundraising 
events involving buckets 
of  ice water to revolution-
aries who seek to change 
their government. 

Too often though, I 
find that social media 
becomes an end unto 
itself  and distracts from 
real relationships and 
face-to-face communica-
tion. Moreover, it fosters 
FOMO (fear of  missing 
out), which is the percep-
tion that others may be 
having a better time than 
you are.

Gil Gordon is an expert 
on communication and 
telecommuting and the 
parent of  a Wash. U. 
alumna (who also hap-
pens to be a distant cousin 
of  mine). Gil was early to 
recognize the challenges 
of  an always-on culture. 
In 2001, he published a 
book called “Turn It Off.” 
Earlier this summer I 
interviewed him, and he 
said, “We’re living in the 

ultimate good news/bad 
news situation: the good 
news is that all our won-
derful portable devices 
let us work, shop and 
communicate just about 
anywhere and anytime. 
The bad news is exactly 
the same thing. The same 
technology advances that 
put all this power in our 
hands can distract us from 
the other important things 
in life—including being 
connected to each other 
and not to our screens.”

The blessings of  social 
media come with possibly 
dangerous side effects. 
When it replaces face-
to-face communication, 
the result is that personal 
relationships can suffer.

I see students talking to 
each other while glancing 
down at their phones or 
interrupting each other 
to send various types of  
short messages. Whether 
via Facebook Messenger 
or Google Chat or iMes-
sage or Snapchat or SMS 
or WhatsApp, distractions 
quickly accumulate. In 
fact, I once met a young 
person who admitted to 
receiving some 30,000 
short communications 
each month. 

These high-frequency, 
low-substance forms 
of  communication can 
be replaced by less-fre-
quent, higher-substance 
communication.

As a new chapter 
begins, I challenge Wash. 
U. students to consciously 
unplug from social media 
on a regular basis in order 
to create space in their 
own lives. Take occa-
sional breaks from the 
deluge to focus on mean-
ingful friendships and real 
relationships.

Jewish students may try 
implementing Gordon’s 
personal method. “On 
Shabbat, I live with-
out email. Yes, I do 

experience some occa-
sional anxiety wondering 
about the emails piling 
up—but it fades quickly 
when I remind myself  
how peaceful it is to have 
separated myself  from it.”

In the Jewish tradition, 
Shabbat is the day that we 
rest and reconnect with 
our families and friends. 
If  you wish, you’re more 
than welcome to join us 
at Chabad to celebrate 
Shabbat every week at 
7 p.m. Whatever you 
choose, just remember to 
leave your cell phone and 
computer turned off. You 
might be amazed to find 
how relaxing it is.

There is no reason that 
unplugging needs to be 
limited to people of  a par-
ticular faith. Anyone can 
take a Friday night and 
spend some time recon-
necting with friends face 
to face. Go for a walk, go 
to a program on campus 
or just hang out in a com-
mon room.

Again, I warmly 
welcome all students to 
campus, and offer my 
highest hopes and deepest 
blessings that everyone 
finds ways to live without 
stressing about FOMO, 
and, through true con-
nections with others, live 
lives of  meaning and joy.

Rabbi Hershey Novack 
is beginning his 13th year 
serving as campus rabbi 
and director with Chabad 
on Campus–Rohr Center 
for Jewish Life serving 
Washington University. 
Chabad will host an Open 
House on Friday afternoon, 
Aug. 22, at 3 p.m., and 
parents of  students from 
St. Louis will host a parent 
reception on Saturday eve-
ning, Aug. 23, at 8:30 p.m., 
both at the Barry H. Levites 
Chabad House at 7018 
Forsyth Blvd.

Turn off your phone  
and live your life

RABBI HERSHEY NOVACK

ALEX LEICHENGER
SENIOR FORUM EDITOR
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Coming to Washington 
University is, for many of  
us, our first time away from 
home. And although within 
weeks you won’t be able 
to remember a time before 
Bear’s Den was dinner and 
Friday nights meant search-
ing Upper Row for a party, 
having a place to call home 
in St. Louis is important to 
making it through the year 
with your peace of  mind 
intact. It’s amazing what a 
few minor improvements 
can do to a room. Here are 
my suggestions for turning a 
blank slate into the ultimate 
home away from home:

 
Nothing bothers me more 

than the fluorescent lights 
of  the dorms. Your eyes 
will thank you when you’re 
getting ready in the morning 
or hanging out with friends 
late at night, trust me. 

I wouldn’t say that a 
rug is a must, but it offers 
two major benefits. 1) It 
provides some softness 
as opposed to industrial 
carpet, and 2) It adds a layer 
of  shelter from the cold of  
winter for those living on 
ground floors. 

Nothing is more depress-
ing than blank white dorm 
walls. No matter what, get 

something up there. But 
you don’t have to spend 
very much to put something 
nice together. If  you’re not 
the artistic type, try cutting 
pictures out of  magazines, 
laminating them (or not) 
and hanging them on the 
wall. If  you add some 
washi-tape frames, your 
dorm will be Pinterest-
worthy. If  you do have an 
artistic streak, spend some 
time crafting this summer 
with your friends from 
home. I have found that 
it doesn’t take that much 
prowess to follow some do-
it-yourself  instructions and 
create a nice-looking prod-
uct. Really, all you want is 
something to add color to 
your room so that it won’t 
look quite so cookie-cutter

 

This summer, I’ve been 
scouring all manner of  sec-
ondhand shops in search of  
tapestries and photographs 
or prints for my new room. 
The prices are great and the 
items you find will make 
your room unique.

 
 

I know this sounds extreme, 
but you have to realize that 

even the plastic bins you 
buy for underneath your 

bed will grab a lot of  atten-
tion. If  you’re aesthetically 

inclined, taking the time 
to pick attractive storage 

options and organizational 
must-haves will make a big 
difference throughout the 
year. Also, try to keep the 
look consistent. On your 
trip to Target in Clayton 
(you will go on move-in 

day and run into half  your 
freshman floor), keep a 

color scheme in mind even 
when buying smaller, seem-
ingly inconsequential items. 

 

But please don’t match. 
By this piece of  advice, I 
mean think about who will 
be buying which major 
items. You don’t want to 
end up with two fridges 
and no microwave. But 
when it comes to the style 
of  your room, I think you 
should discuss a color 
scheme. Maybe you’ll both 
buy blue duvets, but please 
don’t feel compelled to 
match everything. 

 

It is your sofa, your study 
and your place to sleep. 
Invest in quality sheets and 
consider your bedspread or 
duvet carefully because it’s 
the biggest element in the 
room most times. And by 
all means, think about the 
fact that a member of  the 
opposite sex might see it at 
some point. Don’t embar-
rass yourself  with My Little 
Pony sheets and a Justin 
Bieber body pillow. 

Every year, upper-
classmEvery year, 
upperclassmen pare down 
what they bring back to 
campus as they begin 
to realize how easy it 
is to get by without the 
knick-knacks you may 
be considering packing 
up this August. Really 
think about what items to 
bring from your ward-
robe; don’t just bring 
everything. You will 
accumulate so much stuff  
through the year, particu-
larly if  you join Greek 
Life, that you will thank 
yourself  for leaving the 
knick-knacks and purse 
options behind. 

I think we can all 
agree that Washington 
University is an amaz-
ing place, but sometimes 
we’re all guilty of  letting 
ourselves get trapped in 
the so-called “ Wash. U. 
Bubble.” Not to dimin-
ish the classic college 
haunts—trust me, I love 
them as much as the next 
person—but sometimes, 
pushing yourself  out of  
the same old scene is the 
best choice you can make. 

In fact, if  you know 
where to look, St. Louis 
has everything from his-
torical “haunted” houses 
to Parisian bars to amaz-
ing music venues. I knew 
I really loved St. Louis 
when all in the course 
of  one weekend I could 
go to a murder mystery 
theater dinner at the old 
Lemp Mansion (said to be 
one of  the most haunted 
houses in America, eek!), 
catch one of  my favorite 
bands from a 50-person 
audience at the Old Rock 
House downtown, and 
chat with my waiter at 

Bar Les Freres in Clayton 
about the electronic music 
scene in St. Louis and the 
history of  absinthe (FYI, 
one of  the best conver-
sations of  my life—go 
there). 

Ultimately, for me the 
beauty of  St. Louis is its 
eclectic spirit paired with 
the intimacy of  a smaller 
city—a metropolis large 
enough to get lost in but 
small enough to make 
yourself  feel right at 
home. This column will 
highlight a variety of  the 
cool places, events and 
experiences St. Louis has 
to offer to provide a “to-
do” list of  sorts for the St. 
Louis scene. I don’t dis-
criminate amongst music 
venues, art galleries, 
restaurants, coffee shops, 
festivals, seasonal events, 
boutiques…you get the 
picture, hopefully. Look to 
this column before making 
your weekend plans, and 
hopefully it will help you 
pop the bubble.

Check out future issues 
of  Student Life for the “Pop 
the Bubble” column, a new 
regular Scene feature.

JESSICA BLUEDORN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

 

LAURA HARVEY
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR

An Introduction



Coming off  a season 
that featured its first play-
off  appearance in 14 years, 
the Washington University 
football team isn’t resting 
on its laurels and is hun-
grier than ever to build on 
last year’s success. 

After starting the sea-
son 1-2, the Bears finished 
the regular season with 
a seven-game win streak 
and relied on their strong 
defensive presence and 
clutch scoring to win 
the University Athletic 
Association title and clinch 
a playoff  berth for just the 
second time in school his-
tory. This season, the Bears 
hope to achieve those same 
two accomplishments 
and make it deep in the 
playoffs. 

“It was an incredible sea-
son, and we want to build 
on that,” senior defensive 
back Ryan Bednar said. 
“We can’t rely on the suc-
cess of  last year for any of  
our success this year. It’s 
great that we have veteran 
leadership, but this is a new 
team and we’re not trying 
to be the same team as last 
season.”

While the Red and 
Green won’t be able to rely 
on graduated quarterback 
Eric Daginella, defensive 
lineman Nelson Nwumeh 
and defensive back Tate 
Byers to guide the team this 
season, head coach Larry 
Kindbom has been pleased 
with the senior class that 
has demonstrated its vet-
eran presence both on and 
off  the field. 

“We have a huge 
senior class and while not 

everyone starts, each one 
of  the guys plays an impor-
tant leadership role on this 
team,” Kindbom said. “It’s 
great to see some of  the 
guys like [senior linebacker 
Fade] Oluokun and Bednar 
become more vocal, and 
it’s helping this team form 
their own identity.”

With last season’s team 
surrendering only 11.5 
points per game and record-
ing two shutouts, Oluokun 
and Bednar believe that 
the unit has the ability to 
match and improve on 
those numbers as long as 
it focuses on stopping the 
run and creates pressure in 
the backfield. According to 
Bednar, senior linebackers 
Ryan Rees and Jonathan 
Paramore have impressed 
the team with their physi-
cal improvements. 

“Even though we’ve got 

different guys from last sea-
son, there’s really not much 
that we want to change,” 
Bednar said. “We have 
guys who are familiar with 
our system and are coming 
back stronger and faster. 
Our expectations for this 
unit are higher than ever.”

While the team will rely 
on senior offensive line-
men Will Thompson and 
Connor Meneough to 
guide the offensive unit, 
uncertainty remains at the 
quarterback position. The 
competition is up for grabs 
between sophomores J.J. 
Tomlin and Matt Page, 
junior Seamus Finnegan, 
and seniors Sam Van Doren 
and Alex Hodakowski, 
each of  whom has had his 
fair share with the first unit. 
Kindbom will most likely 
announce his final decision 
after the team’s scrimmage 

against Greenville College 
on Friday. 

“Everybody is just try-
ing to show that they can 
be the man to take the job,” 
Oluokun said. “We’ve seen 
some good competition 
so far and we’re rooting 
for everyone. Each guy is 
learning the offense and 
throwing the ball well. At 
the end of  the day, we want  
our quarterback to make 
the right reads and the best 
plays for the team.” 

To increase offensive 
production, the Bears hope 
to play at a faster pace this 
season, and the unit will 
run more hurry-up calls to 
catch defenses off  guard. 
The Red and Green hope 
that their new offensive 
schemes will give them an 
edge against tough oppo-
nents like Rhodes College, 
University of  Chicago 

and Carnegie Mellon 
University. The Bears open 
the regular season on Sept. 
6 at home against Ohio 
Northern, a team they have 
never faced. While Wash. 
U. may not have the biggest 
and fastest players com-
pared to the Klondikes, 
Kindbom is confident that 
his team will still be com-
petitive enough and be 
prepared mentally.

“We played a close, 
competitive game last year 
against [the University of  
Wisconsin-Whitewater], 
and if  we continue to work 
hard in the preseason, I’m 
hopeful we’ll see similar 
results,” Kindbom said. “As 
long as we work together as 
a team and prepare every 
week and take advantage of  
the situations on the field, 
I’m confident that we’ll 
have a great season.”
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DEREK SHYR
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Football to build on last season’s playoff appearance

ADAM TARSHIS | STUDENT LIFE

Junior wide receiver Matt McCareins catches a pass during practice on Tuesday at Francis Field. The Washington University football team will hold a scrimmage against Greenville College on Satur-
day and open the regular season against Ohio Northern University at home on Sept. 6.  



Following a record-setting 
20 victories last season, but 
a third consecutive defeat in 
the NCAA Quarterfinals, the 
No. 4 Washington University 
women’s soccer team returns 
to the field this fall hungrier 
than ever for a deep postsea-
son run.

According to head coach 
Jim Conlon, who is enter-
ing his seventh season at the 
helm, players on the team, 
including seven returning 
starters, eagerly await to get 
back on the field to prove 
themselves once more.  

“We’ve got some new 
players that are really going 
to shine that maybe haven’t 
had the chance to since they 
were behind some of our pre-
vious seniors. I think we’ll be 
good as long as we stay hun-
gry and look to improve,” 
Conlon said. 

Currently, the team is 
mired in tryouts to determine 
who some of  those new faces 
will be. Senior forward Lillie 
Toaspern hopes that the 
upperclassmen will be able to 
establish some team chemis-
try with the freshmen before 
the season opener next week. 

“We have a lot of  new 
freshmen coming in, so we’re 
just trying to get our team 
chemistry back together so 
that we can win at St. Olaf  
[College] next Saturday,” 
Toaspern said. 

Fortunately, the Bears 
have a better chance to return 
to new heights as a trio of  
high-scoring forwards—
Toaspern, junior Olivia 
Lillegraven and sophomore 
Katie Chandler—return to 
solidify the Bears’ offensive 

attack. Toaspern lead the 
team in total points by net-
ting 13 goals and tallying 
eight assists last season, 
while Lillegraven scored 11 
goals to finish second on 
the team. Chandler made 
a splash off  the bench her 
freshman year with eight 
goals scored, including three 
game-winners. Conlon plans 
to utilize them all on the field 
at the same time in some 
instances, with junior Abby 
Starker also in the mix at the 
forward position.

“We’ve got a couple differ-
ent things brewing. We might 
put all three of  them on the 
field together, or we might 
bring some of  them off  the 
bench,” Conlon said. “I think 
you could add Abby Starker 
to that group. She’s healthy 
and playing well now. We’re 
going to use that group 
of  four women creatively 
throughout the year.” 

On the defensive side, 
the Bears suffered a crush-
ing blow when one of  the 
team’s top defensive play-
ers left practice with an 
injury. Junior goalkeeper 
Amy French broke her wrist 
during practice on Sunday, 
which will cause her to miss 
between six and eight weeks. 

Last season, French started 
21 games for the Bears and 
only gave up eight total goals 
en route to setting the single-
season school record with 11 
shutouts.

Although the team will 
be without one of  its leaders 
for the entire non-conference 
slate, Conlon is confident 
that the defense can fill the 
void left behind. Experienced 
seniors Tessa Klumpp and 
Tessa Delaney will anchor 
the backfield, while sopho-
mores Lexie Sprague and 
Megan Nicklay will also be 
options to bolster the defense.

Overall, Conlon believes 
that the Red and Green have 
the right pieces to make a 
deep postseason run, but the 
team has plenty of  room to 
improve in all facets.

“I think we are giving great 
energy, but we have to put 
together the pieces, whether 
that’s passing, defending or 
offensive combinations,” 
Conlon said. “The pieces 
have looked good; we just 
need to figure out if  we can 
put them all together.”

Conlon will get his first 
glimpse of  whether all the 
pieces will mold together 
when the Bears start the sea-
son on Aug. 29 at St. Olaf.
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With the fall sports sea-
son now upon us, the 
Washington University vol-
leyball team will have a new 
face leading it this season. 
Vanessa Walby enters her 
first year as head coach of  
the No. 11-ranked Bears after 
a successful six-year stint at 
the University of  Chicago, 
a University Athletic 
Association conference rival. 
While at Chicago, Walby 
turned around a volleyball 
program that had won just 
13 games in two seasons and 
compiled a 163-71 (.697) 
record and four postseason 
appearances. Most recently, 
she helped lead last year’s 
team to the first UAA cham-
pionship in school history, 
which resulted in her nab-
bing 2013 UAA Coach of  
the Year honors.  Student 
Life sat down with Walby 
to ask about switching UAA 
schools and the upcoming 
season.
Student Life: In general, 
what enticed you to come to 
Washington University from 
[the University of  Chicago]?
Vanessa Walby: The tra-
dition and the reputation 
here…I would say next after 
that would be the support. 
If  you look at the athletic 
programs across the board, 
not just with volleyball, 
everything has been really 
successful here, and you 
know that you have the sup-
port to be successful here.
When you look at volleyball, 
I was a player in Division III, 
so I played against [Wash. 
U.] quite a bit, and I’ve also 
coached against them, so 
I just know the reputation. 

Walking into the gym and 
seeing 10 banners is pretty 
inspirational and pretty moti-
vating, so for me, knowing 
that I have the opportunity to 
take things to the next level is 
very exciting.
SL: How did you engineer 
the turnaround at Chicago? 
What have you learned from 
that experience to help you 
lead Wash. U.?
VW: I think at Chicago, I 
was trying to figure out my 
systems and how I wanted to 
do things. I was lucky enough 
to have a really young team, 
so I was able to instill things 
into a group of  young ladies 
right away in their first year, 
which helped to carry things 
through for the next four 
years. But I would say that 
I grew up there quite a bit, 
learning to be a head coach 
and deciding what disciplines 

I wanted to do.  
SL: So has the familiarity 
with the UAA conference 
and the tough admission 
standards that you faced at 
Chicago helped ease your 
transition so far?
VW: Absolutely. That was 
one of  the bonus points 
of  coming here, was [that] 
the learning curve with the 

admissions process and 
what type of  athlete you’re 
looking for was very similar. 
When I got to Chicago, it 
took me a little bit to figure 
that out because I was at [the 
University of  Wisconsin-
Whitewater] before and the 
recruiting was significantly 
different. At Whitewater, we 
recruited within a two-hour 
radius whereas at Chicago 
we were recruiting nationally, 
so finding those nationally 
talented kids with academics 
was kind of  tough for me to 
figure out. Here, I could get 
into recruiting and do stuff  
right away, and the learning 
curve was minimal on that. 
SL: With regards to the team 
on the court this season, do 
you have a particular coach-
ing philosophy, and what 
kind of  playing style can we 
expect to see?
VW: We’re pretty defensively 
minded. I feel that defense 
and ball control is the most 
important, so we devote a 
lot of  attention in practice 
on that…I’m changing their 
defense a tad from what 
some of the kids are used to 
in the past and fine-tuning it 
a little bit to my style, but for 
the most part, it’s a lot of  ball 
control and a lot of  defense. 
SL: Finally, what are the pri-
mary goals for this season? 
VW: As a team, we broke 
things down a little bit to 
compartmentalize our sea-
son. We didn’t look at huge 
outcome goals like winning 
the UAA or anything like 
that. Instead, we worked on 
a lot of  performance goals 
that each game we need to 
hit, and training ourselves 
to hit those each game will 
help us to be a little bit more 
successful.

In the coaching box with new 
volleyball coach Vanessa Walby
NICK KAUZLARICH
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR
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FREE
 POPCORN!

Redeem this ad coupon for one FREE small
popcorn with your paid admission! Limit one

coupon per person, per visit. Expires 12/31/14.

NICK KAUZLARICH
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Women’s soccer wants deeper 
playoff run after record 2013

Volleyball coach Vanessa Walby 
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