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Diversity 
Center seeks 
director, set 
to open in 
fall 2014
MANVITHA MARNI
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

Washington University aims 
to open its Center for Diversity & 
Inclusion by this fall, with a direc-
tor for the center to start work this 
summer.

The decision to open a center was 
made based on the results of reports 
by an external consultant, Lori Patton 
Davis of Indiana University, and 
a University task force, which con-
cluded that a center should be opened 
in 2014. The center will absorb the 
Mosaic Project and the Bias Response 
and Support System, earlier diversity 
initiatives created in response to last 
February’s incident in Bear’s Den, 
when Sigma Alpha Epsilon pledges 
recited the words to a rap song con-
taining the N-word.

Five candidates for the position of  
director of the Center for Diversity 
& Inclusion will be presenting at the 
University throughout April, with two 
having already spoken.

Associate Vice Chancellor for 
Students Rob Wild, who co-chaired 
the task force that made the decision 
to create the center and is now co-
chair of the search committee for its 
director, said he felt that not having 
a diversity center put the University 
behind its peer institutions.

“We are a little late in coming to the 
table in terms of being a university that 
does not have a center today,” Wild 
said. “I would say most of our peers 

Speaker cancellations disrupt programming

Three speakers who were funded 
through the Student Union Speaker 
Series cancelled their planned appear-
ances this semester, leaving student 
groups scrambling to come up with 
alternate programming.

Neuropsychiatrist Eric Kandel, 
actor Joe Pantoliano and astrono-
mer Steven Squyres added to a list of  
speakers who have been scheduled 
to appear but were forced to cancel. 
The last time two or more speakers 
were forced to cancel was 2010, 
when Harry Belafonte and Richard 
Gephardt each backed out of their 
speaking engagements. More recently, 
the Washington University College 
Democrats appealed to Treasury for 

a visit from former vice president Al 
Gore in fall 2011, but his talk was 
never scheduled.

Barbara Rea, director of the 
Assembly Series, who collaborates 
with the SU Speaker Series, maintains 
that these cancellations are rare occur-
rences and that they could not have 
been avoided.

Typically, especially for entertainers 
and politicians, there is an unavoid-
able clause in the contract that gives 
speakers an out for professional 
opportunities.

“We don’t have any clout when it 
comes to [contracts],” Rea said. “We 
have to always remember that the 
speaking agents are salespeople and 
their clients are the speakers, not us. 
They are in the business of taking care 
of their speakers.”

According to Rea, American 
Program Bureau, Inc. (APB), the 
agency the University works with, 
will typically inform her if any invited 
speaker has a history of cancelling 
engagements. In addition, should a 
cancellation occur, the agent will usu-
ally attempt to find a replacement.

Such was the case when Pantoliano, 
whose visit was sponsored by Active 
Minds, backed out of his visit in 
order to shoot for a television pro-
gram. According to senior and Active 
Minds President of Internal Affairs 
Dalton Guthrie, the group received 
an email on March 13 informing it of  
Pantoliano’s cancellation. Guthrie did 
not know that Pantoliano’s contract 
had an out clause.

“It definitely was pretty stressful at 
certain times,” Guthrie said. “I didn’t 

know that [cancellation] was even a 
possibility when we were appealing 
and first got the contract signed.”

The contract that Executive 
Director of Campus Life Mike Hayes 
signed with APB for Pantoliano’s 
visit explicitly states that the “speaker 
reserves the right to reschedule or 
cancel this event due to unforeseen 
professional commitments but will 
reschedule at a mutually agreeable 
date/time under the same terms pro-
vided herein.”

Because Pantoliano was scheduled 
to be the finale for Active Minds’ 
Mental Health Awareness Week, APB 
worked with the group and Rea to find 
another speaker. The agency recom-
mended Jeffrey Tambor, an actor who 

The Student Health Advisory 
Committee was forced to push Sex 
Week back from its ordinary time dur-
ing Valentine’s Week to early April after 
confusion surrounding keynote speak-
ers’ availability, but the week turned 
out much better than had been earlier 
anticipated.

SHAC had initially hoped to bring 
author Mary Roach, known for her 
writings on anatomy, to campus as 
the keynote speaker for Sex Week and 
received funding for her visit. However, 
SHAC was not able to work out a date 

for Roach’s visit, and Sex Week was 
pushed to later in the semester. 

The second choice for keynote 
speaker was Helen Fisher, a biological 
anthropologist from Rutgers University, 
who spoke on Friday night about her 
research into the biological basis behind 
the drives for love, attachment and sex.

From her extensive research as the 
chief scientific advisor for the website 
Chemistry.com, Fisher concluded that 
there are four distinct personality types 
when it comes to love: the explorer, the 
builder, the director and the negotiator. 
Each personality type is determined by 

DYLAN BASSETT
STAFF REPORTER

SEE FISHER, PAGE 2

Despite delays, Sex Week  
      delivers advice

Biological anthropologist Helen Fisher speaks at a Sex Week event in Louderman Hall on Friday. Fisher’s talk centered on her research regarding the rationale 
behind why people fall in love. 
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General Chemistry Laboratory professor Kit Mao gives her “Last Lecture” to a group of students Thursday at College 
Hall. The event suffered from low attendance due to severe storms and an overlapping biology exam at the time. 

SEE DIVERSITY, PAGE 2

KIT MAO’S ‘LAST LECTURE’

JUSTIN HO | STUDENT LIFE

Although a tornado touched 
down in University City 
Wednesday night, many 
students slept through the early-
morning alarms as their peers 
sought shelter.

Many students woke up to 
tornado sirens around 5:30 
a.m. Thursday morning, but 
the Washington University 
Emergency Notification System 
otherwise only alerted students 
about the tornado warning via 
email. 

Emergency Management 
Program Director Mark Bagby 
said that the University does 
not send out text message alerts 
when severe weather warnings 
take effect because students can 
sign up for alerts through local 
television stations. He also said 
that many students should auto-
matically receive alerts about 
severe weather through the 
federal government’s Wireless 
Emergency Alerts system, 
which transmits weather alerts 
and other information such as 
AMBER Alerts to cell phones. 

Junior Hyo Lee, who lives in 
the Village, said that although a 
Wireless Emergency Alert notifi-
cation woke her up, she and her 
suitemates were not sure what to 
do once they were awake until 
their resident advisor told them 

to seek shelter in the basement. 
Others on her floor, however, 
did not wake up. 

“When we were going down 
the stairs, I saw the RA knock-
ing on everyone’s door, so I 
thought everyone went down-
stairs, but the day after, I was 
talking [with my friends] and 
one of  my friends said she slept 
through it,” Lee said. 

Lee said she thought texting 
students would be a better way 
to reach them than email alerts.

“I think texting might work 
better than email. I get alarm 
notifications for email, but I 
don’t really think of  it as impor-
tant,” Lee said.

Freshman Megha Varghese, 
who lives in Beaumont House, 
said that she and her room-
mate both slept through the 
sirens, although she did see 
that she had received a Wireless 
Emergency Alert notification 
later in the morning. She said 
that she does not receive notifi-
cations on her phone when she 
receives emails but does when 
she receives texts, so she prob-
ably would have woken up if  
she had received a text from the 
University.

Bagby said that the Office of  
Residential Life typically sends 
out a list of  best practices during 
a tornado warning to residential 

MANVITHA MARNI
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

Students sleep through 
a.m. tornado warnings

SEE SPEAKERS, PAGE 2

SEE TORNADO, PAGE 2



a neurotransmitter—specifically, which neu-
rotransmitter has the most dominant presence 
in a given individual. For example, “explor-
ers” are high in dopamine, are characterized 
by the use of words like “adventure” and 
“new” in their online dating bios and tend to 
seek other explorers.

Students found the week to be enlightening 
and were especially excited about learning the 
biological basis behind romantic love.

“I got to know some of the scientific side of  
romance and relationships, and I think that’s 
pretty useful,” junior Chengyu Liu said.

While a panel of porn stars was the key 
event of last year’s Sex Week, the combina-
tion of a negative reaction from alumni to 
last year’s panel and a desire to focus on other 
aspects of sex led SHAC to choose non-
porn-based programming for this year’s Sex 
Week. Sophomore Leah Strickman, co-chair 
of the Sex Week Committee, however, said 
that SHAC might be open to hosting a porn-
related event in future Sex Weeks.

Other events held during Sex Week 
included a discussion of alternative meth-
ods of contraception by the Contraceptive 
CHOICE Project and a panel discussing 
hookups and consent, hosted by Alpha 
Delta Phi and the Committee Organized 
for Rape Education. A “sexpert” answered 
anonymous questions regarding lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender sexual health and 
social concerns at Pride Alliance’s “Sex In 
and Out of the Closet.”

“What was really interesting was seeing dif-
ferent people coming to different events and 
seeing the range of sexuality expressed on 
campus and seeing how different people have 
different interests—it’s not all about hookup 
culture,” sophomore and Sex Week commit-
tee member Robert Kapeller said.

After the keynote event, Fisher was happy 
to give advice to students looking for love.

“Never give up,” Fisher said. “I asked on 
Match.com, ‘Have you ever fallen in madly 
in love with someone who you originally 
didn’t find at all attractive?’ And 35 percent of  
people said ‘yes.’ So you’ve got to give people 
a chance.”

Although she is not in charge of next year’s 
Sex Week, Strickman said she expected the 
event to return to its usual February date.

The February date “makes sense in terms 
of being around Valentine’s Day, and it’s a 
little bit better—the time in the semester is less 
crazy.” Strickman said. “You have more time 
to devote to making sure everything is okay.” 
With additional reporting by Manvitha Marni.
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MONDAY 7
Locks of Love Spring Haircut Event
Danforth University Center, Fun Room, 11 
a.m.-6 p.m.
Haircuts are $20 or free with a 10-inch 
hair donation. Appointments made 
online. 

Mosaic Project Presentation
College Hall, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Alta Mauro, one of the five selected 
finalists for the position of director of the 
Center for Diversity and Inclusion, will be 
giving a presentation. 

Department of English Lecture
Duncker Hall, Hurst Lounge, 2:30 p.m.
“Shakespeare at 450 Years.” Jonathan 
Bate, provost of Worcester College and 
professor of English literature at the 
University of Oxford, will give the lecture.

TUESDAY 26
Tuesday Tea @ 3
DUC, Tisch Commons, 3 p.m.
Relax and gather with University friends 
and colleagues over tea and cookies and 
learn about the events scheduled for 
the week. Hosted this week by PB&Joy 
University-wide Food Drive.

University Libraries/Modern Graphic 
History Library—Book Talk
Olin Library Ginkgo Reading Room, 5 p.m.
“John Sloan: Drawing an Illustration.” 
Presented by Michael Lobel, art history, 
who will speak about his new book 
exploring the interaction between art and 
popular culture.

Student Pizza Party
Olin Library, room 142, 6 p.m.
Enjoy pizza and refreshments along 
with a presentation aimed at helping 
Washington University students 
become more proactive about their 
financial future. Speakers include social 
entrepreneur Adi Redzic of iOMe and 
Andy Meyer of the Federal Reserve Bank 
of St. Louis. Sponsored by University 
Libraries and partners from across 
Washington University, the event is in 
conjunction with Money Smart Week, 
April 5-12.

WEDNESDAY 27
Chit, Chaat and Chai: Domestic 
Violence in South Asia
DUC, Formal Lounge, 6:30 p.m.
Ashoka and the Social Justice Center 
will be partnering up to bring back Chit, 
Chaat and Chai. Discussions will focus 
on the impact of domestic violence in 
South Asia and how that translates to our 
current society. Free chaat (South Asian 
savory snack), mysore pak and chai will 
be provided.

EVENT
CALENDAR

CAMPUS

Heather Corcoran has been named 
director of Washington University’s 
College & Graduate School of Art, 
effective July 1. Corcoran was 
previously chair of the design 
program in the Sam Fox School of 
Design & Visual Arts.

Dr. Mario Castro has been appointed 
Alan A. and Edith L. Wolff Professor 
of Pulmonary and Critical Care 
Medicine. Castro was named by 
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton and 
Dean of the School of Medicine Larry 
J. Shapiro. Castro’s specialty lies in 
respiratory diseases, particularly 
asthma, and he has been a part of 
the University since 1994. 

LOCAL 
 
Missouri lawmakers are attempting 
to impose limits on a cash assistance 
program for the city’s poor. These 
changes arose as a response to the 
question of how many of the state’s 
welfare recipients live in areas 
outside Missouri. 

Kathleen Kelly Burkett, a St. Louis 
County councilwoman, died after a 
battle with uterine cancer Sunday 
morning. Burkett was elected to 
council in 2002 and was in charge 
of the county’s Democratic Central 
Committee from 1993 to 2000. She 
was 68 years old.

NATIONAL

A University of Arizona freshman, 
Michael Evan Anderson, fell to his 
death on April 4. He was climbing 
a 20-foot cooling tower on top of 
a residence hall when he slipped 
and fell. His fall marks the second 
Arizona student death in less than 
a week related to falling off of 
a building. 18-year-old Arizona 
State University student Naomi 
McClendon was heavily intoxicated 
when she fell from a 10th-story 
balcony. Alcohol has not been 
determined to have been involved in 
Anderson’s death.

Acceptance rates for most colleges 
and universities were released 
earlier last week. Coming in at the 
top of the most-competitive list are 
Princeton University and Columbia 
University at seven percent, Yale 
University and Harvard College at 
six percent, and Stanford University 
at five percent. Washington 
University offered 5,002 students 
admission out of 29,211 applications, 
coming in at a 17 percent acceptance 
rate.

NEWS
IN BRIEF

FISHER FROM PAGE 1

DIVERSITY FROM PAGE 1

have centers…I think it’ll add a lot to the expe-
rience of our campus.”

The center will be based around four con-
cepts, or “pillars”: facilitating collaboration on 
diversity projects, supporting underrepresented 
groups, educating the University community 
through seminars and advocating for changes 
to the University that make it more inclusive.

Vice Provost Adrienne Davis, co-chair of  
the search committee for the new director 
and a professor in the law school, said that she 
hoped that members of the University com-
munity would see the center as a resource and 
suggested a way she hoped the center would 
be able to help her in her own work teaching 
estate planning for same-sex couples.

“Because [the laws governing same-sex 
estate planning change] so much, I’m con-
stantly trying to update my notes…what 
I would love is if the center could provide 
resources,” Adrienne Davis said. “The cen-
ter would be collaborating perhaps with the 
teaching center, perhaps, or collaborating with 
other parts of the campus, so I, as a faculty 
member, can go in and say, ‘Hey, it’s time for 
me to update my notes on same-sex marriage, 
and I really want to do it in the way that’s most 
thoughtful and most inclusive and most sensi-
tive to the concerns that students might have. 
Can you help me figure out how to do that?’”

Senior Vivek Ashok, one of the co-chairs 
of the search committee for the director, said 

he hopes the center will serve as a resource for 
bringing together different groups and comple-
ment existing groups such as the Diversity 
Affairs Council and Social Justice Center.

“The center’s an integrative place…The 
center will serve as a place where all students 
can go to and be advocated for and learn,” 
Ashok said. “It’s not really about doubling 
efforts—it’s about expanding and being able 
to make those large-scale [changes.]”

In response to criticisms that the center was 
being created too quickly or in response to con-
troversial incidents on campus, Wild said that 
he believed the appropriate conversations had 
been made as the center was taking shape and 
cited the opinion of Lori Patton Davis that 
the reason the center was formed was not as 
important as its goals.

“We talked about this with [Davis]: do you 
think we’re moving too fast, should we delay 
this a year so we can gather more informa-
tion on best practices?” Wild said. “And she 
laughed when we brought that up with her 
and said, ‘Most centers kind of emerge this 
way. They come about as a reaction to some 
incident that happened on campus or some-
thing that’s happened in the community or 
demand from students. What you shouldn’t 
worry about so much is how the center is 
formed but how you’re going to make the cen-
ter successful.’”

The location of the center has not yet been 

finalized, though Wild said that whichever 
location is chosen is not likely to be the cen-
ter’s final space.

Students had a mixed response to the 
announcement of the center, with some 
hoping the center would help make the opin-
ions of students heard and others remaining 
apathetic.

“Seeing other universities and their cen-
ters—it’s completely different even from what 
we’re creating just because they have a totally 
different campus climate,” junior Chelsea 
Whitaker said. “With Wash. U., I feel like 
we’re more of a reactive campus, and so if the 
center would create an environment for proac-
tivity, that would be really key.”

“I think that the administration should 
make sure to actually listen to the needs of  
students because sometimes it gets convoluted 
into something else,” junior Dami Adefarati 
said. “They should make sure that everyone 
is being heard and that they’re not just starting 
this center to appease everyone.“

“I haven’t really kept up with it. I know 
there’s some issue going on on campus. The 
Halloween photo was the last thing I heard 
about, and I know last year in BD spurred it 
on,” sophomore Luke Zabawa said. “It just 
really doesn’t mean anything to me…I know 
I probably should be more active or caring 
about it, [but] I’m not. Other things are going 
on, and I just haven’t really taken an interest.”

SPEAKERS FROM PAGE 1

TORNADO FROM PAGE 1

The South 40 House is visible underneath stormy skies Thursday night. Tornado sirens 
sounded throughout the day as severe weather conditions persisted around campus. 
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has spoken previously about mental health. 
While initially hesitant about the “Arrested 
Development” star’s appearance, Guthrie was 
pleased with the performance.

Because Active Minds appealed to 
Treasury specifically for Pantoliano, Guthrie 
had to prepare another emergency appeal for 
the funding to bring Tambor to campus. The 
$12,500 that had been allocated for Pantoliano 
will return to Treasury’s appeals account, even 
though Active Minds had to subsequently 
request $15,000 to bring Tambor. 

Each cancellation has seemingly come from 
circumstantial situations. For actors Kal Penn 
and Morgan Spurlock, a change in shooting 
schedule forced their withdrawal.

“Work trumps coming and speaking on a 
campus, and that’s as it should be if you think 
about it,” Rea said. “Really, we’re very lucky 
in that people want to come here and want to 

speak, but it comes with a risk. If the risk is 
acceptable, then that’s great.”

Kandel was unable to leave New York 
because of snowstorms both on the East Coast 
and in St. Louis. Belafonte suffered what Rea 
called “a mild heart attack” before his visit.

The reasons for Squyres’ cancellation was 
not made available, although Vice President 
of Finance and junior Nick Palermo said that 
members of EnCouncil had told him that 
Squyres would not be coming. Senior Gage 
Crawford, EnCouncil’s president, was unavail-
able for comment.

While taking into account the recent 
cancellations, Palermo indicated that com-
munication between Rea, Treasury, and the 
presidents and treasurers of student groups 
could be improved. He also said that Treasury 
should begin placing greater emphasis on 
whether or not a speaker is prone to backing 

out when considering appeals.
“It’s not always clear how much of what 

we say actually gets communicated to her 
and is acted upon,” Palermo said. “If people 
are asking for speaker [when] it’s common 
knowledge that they back out on their con-
tracts, that kind of thing can be voiced to 
Treasury and can be something we can take 
into consideration.”

“In my time with Treasury and watching 
Treasury make decisions, I don’t think there 
has ever been a discussion about the nature 
of the contract or whether or not this person 
can come on a date,” Palermo added. “I think 
most of it is related to the value the speaker 
brings to campus because I think that’s what 
Treasury typically allocates based off of. But 
maybe it’s time to look at other factors, like 
their contracts or their history [of cancella-
tions] as a speaker.”

college directors, RAs and 
fraternity house managers 
after spring break. However, 
he said that the best way for 
students to handle emergency 
situations is to use common 
sense. 

“It seems like a lot of  time 
people get in that Wash. U. 
bubble, and they’re like, ‘I 
don’t know what to do.’ And 
it’s like, what would you 
do if  you were home or in a 
hotel?’” Bagby said. “The 
same thing here at Wash. U. 
would apply like at home…
It seems like a lot of  common 
sense and it is, but sometimes 
people just don’t think about 
that, and they need to.”
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In the past, we didn’t 
like our rock stars hurt. We 
wanted gods, larger-than-life 
beings immune to everyday 
humdrum. We wanted 
Springsteen, embodying 
the rugged ideals of  the 
blue-collar man, without 
the chronic back pain. 
We wanted David Bowie, 
beaming in from another 
planet, his identity as flex-
ible as ours was static. We 
wanted Mick Jagger and 
Robert Plant yowling and 
strutting their way through 
an unabashedly rock ’n’ roll 
lifestyle. 

But something changed 
in 1991. “Smells Like Teen 
Spirit” was on its way to 
cultural ubiquity, and three 
schlubby dudes from Seattle 
were on the fast track to 
becoming the defining rock 
band of  their time. At the 
center of  it all was Kurt 
Cobain, as enigmatic a rock 
god as we’ve ever seen. This 
past Saturday, April 5, was 
the 20th anniversary of  his 
suicide.

Cobain wailed with a 
predatorial ferocity but was 
so clearly a broken soul that 
you couldn’t help but feel for 
him. His aspirations were 
grand, but once he exceeded 
those ambitions by more 
than he could ever imagine, 
it was too much—the fame, 
the scrutiny, the crippling 
burden of  being the man 
who brought “real” music 
back to the radio, who saved 
MTV from complete domi-
nation by factory-produced 
pop stars and hair metal 
douchebags. Perhaps we 
loved him because he was at 
once like us, and completely 
beyond anything we could 
comprehend. It didn’t hurt 
that he was devastatingly 
handsome but completely 
unwilling to exploit those 
good looks the way industry 
bigwigs must have hoped he 
would. 

But above all, he was 
a fine songwriter. While 
he’s often linked with the 
grunge scene he brought 
to the mainstream, his 
music shared more with 
Husker Du, Pixies and 
Metallica than Alice in 
Chains. Grunge was slow 
and muddy—metal without 
the speed, punk without the 
fury. Much as it was por-
trayed as a clean break from 
corporate hair metal, the 
macho posturing embodied 
by W. Axl Rose and the like 
was very much in grunge’s 
DNA. The brawny groans, 
the impossibly low guitar 
tunings—this was manly 
music for manly men, a 
notion that Cobain rejected 
entirely.

Cobain hated the jocks 
and bullies that turned 
to alternative rock after 

grunge’s explosion. He 
would rather wear dresses 
and lipstick than cutoffs; he 
would rather tell you how 
he felt than hide behind long 
hair and torn flannel. To a 
generation defined by mal-
aise spurred by the sanitized 
family values of  the Reagan 
era, Cobain was real. As 
legend has it, kids were 
sick of  Michael Jackson 
and Madonna and New 
Kids on the Block. Hip-hop 
had yet to break into the 
mainstream, so Cobain and 
his alternative-rock compa-
triots were the cutting edge, 
the scruffy punks crash-
ing the major label party, 
spray-painting the walls 
and leaving cigarette ash on 
the marble floors. Though 
pop has grown weirder and 
richer in recent years (thank 
you, Timbaland and The 
Neptunes), when’s the last 
time you heard anything 
as abrasive as “Smells Like 
Teen Spirit” on Top 40 
radio?

The talent was clear from 
the beginning. Recorded for 
a scant $606.17, “Bleach,” 
Nirvana’s debut album, 
certainly suffered from low-
grade production, but that 
beautiful rage peeked out 
from beneath these unas-
suming tunes. “No recess!” 
Cobain howls on “School,” 
a sentiment that perfectly 
captures his creative adoles-
cence on this first go-round. 
This was an album full of  
slight pleasures rendered at 
a scale Nirvana would soon 
obliterate. Like particularly 
talented high schoolers 
fiddling around in their 
garage, Nirvana was feeling 
out the searing riffs and 
earwormy hooks they’d 
refine on “Nevermind.” 
Hearing these songs next to 
“Nevermind” cuts on live 
recordings, it becomes clear 
that “Bleach”’s limitations 
were a combination of  a 
band not yet able to wield 
the earth-shaking fury 
they’d later develop, and 
low-grade recording equip-
ment that stripped some of  
the muscle from promising 
compositions.

Then came “Nevermind.” 
Though it had its own 
production problems, you 
couldn’t deny that Butch Vig 
knew how to make guitars 
crunch, drums pound, 
vocals shred. The problem 
lay more in the radio rock 
sheen that sanded off  many 
of  the band’s rough edges. 
Sure, the record’s punk 
influences were radical by 
pop radio standards, but 
Nirvana still had plenty of  
aggression bubbling beneath 
the surface. Regardless, 
“Nevermind” is a deft 
infusion of  punk grit into 
pop structures, casting its 
net wide enough for all 
comers. There was chaos, to 
be sure, but it was a tightly 

structured chaos, exploding 
in paradoxically controlled 
bursts. This manifested itself  
in Nirvana’s signature quiet-
verse, loud-chorus structure 
that made the explosions all 
the more violent. 

It was on Nirvana’s final 
long-play studio album, 
“In Utero,” that Cobain 
and his bandmates would 
flourish into a take-no-
prisoners force of  nature. 
Where “Nevermind” 
tidied up Cobain’s loose 
ends, “In Utero” unrav-
eled to haunting effect. 
By this point, Cobain was 
struggling mightily with 
the immense pressures of  
stardom, making “In Utero” 
both catharsis and a cry for 
help. Though Cobain’s lyrics 
often found more mean-
ing in their delivery than 
their text, lines as nakedly 
revealing as “What is wrong 
with me” and “Look on 
the bright side is suicide,” 
read like direct transmis-
sions from Cobain’s tortured 
psyche. Cobain howled 
with complete disregard 
for his vocal chords on “In 
Utero”’s nastiest moments. 
That undercurrent of  hurt 
that marked his previous 
work was now frighteningly 
real. His life and art had 
become one, and it’s that 
straight-from-the-gut pathos 
that makes “In Utero” a 
deeply affecting listen all 
these years later.

One gets the sense that 
this was the Nirvana that 
Cobain had intended. Much 
as he aspired to some level 
of  cultural recognition 

and influence, one can 
perceive hints of  discom-
fort in “Nevermind”’s 
MTV-approved sound. This 
was a band that wanted 
their guitars distorted, 
their vocals hoarse. It’s a 
shame they were only able 
to reach these rip-roaring 
heights once, but perhaps 
they would have changed 
gears had Cobain lived. 
He’d indicated in inter-
views he wanted to turn 
down the abrasion on the 
band’s next release, and if  
their truly stunning “MTV 
Unplugged” performance is 
any indication, the results 
could have matched “In 
Utero” in terms of  raw 
expressiveness.

It’s in these relatively 
spare performances that 
Cobain’s gifts as a song-
writer become undeniable. 
Without the noise, Cobain 
becomes an open wound, 
his songs transformed 
into confessions. As the 
first release following his 
death, “MTV Unplugged” 
is imbued with the weight 
of  finality; one of  the all-
time greats was no longer, 
his ghost lingering over a 
generation that continues to 
reflect his influence. 

While he was ultimately 
left to serve too many 
servants, Cobain lives on, 
whether through Drake’s 
bleeding-heart confession-
als or Cloud Nothings’ 
raucous pop punk. Here’s 
to all he shared with us in 
his brief  time, and to all the 
great music that followed. 
Thanks, Kurt. 

He stands alone, preparing 
for the exertion to come. The 
noise of the crowd makes 
its way to the hallway as he 
walks towards the stage. If not 
for the tuxedo, Paavo Jarvi 
could be an athlete in the 
midst of his pregame ritual. 
Jarvi is one of the best con-
ductors in the world and the 
focus in the new documen-
tary “Maestro,” which opens 
with the above scene.

Director David Donnelly 
graduated from Washington 
University in St. Louis in 
2003 and went to Los Angeles 
to begin his career in film. He 
later moved to Cincinnati. 
There he befriended Jarvi, 
who persuaded him to start 
attending classical music 
concerts. Donnelly was 
hooked, inspired to instill his 
newfound passion through 
“Maestro,” his first feature-
length film. He was recently 
in St. Louis, where I inter-
viewed him and saw the first 
few minutes of the film.

Donnelly’s goal with the 
film is to show classical music 
in a new light and make it 
more accessible. He believes 
classical music is as impor-
tant for its cultural heritage 
as for its pure beauty. “It’s 
a huge genre, ranging from 
the Middle Ages to today,” 
he said, pointing out the fact 
that there is still a huge range 
within the genre, and that 
it takes effort to be able to 
appreciate it. 

He said he thinks that 
people unfairly write off clas-
sical music as boring before 
they really understand it, 
adding, “You wouldn’t stop 
going to the movies because 
one bored you.”

Donnelly followed Jarvi 
and other Grammy-winning 
musicians on tour for two 
years and was able to get a 
behind-the-scenes look thanks 
to the friendship between him 
and Jarvi. A football player 
during his time at Wash. U., 
Donnelly compared the effort 
and skill shown by the musi-
cians to that of athletes.

“These people are the best 
in their fields, performing 
with no margin for error,” he 
said. 

The film’s ties to Wash. U. 
stretch beyond just Donnelly. 
Executive producer Luke 
McIntosh and consultant 
Curtis Jewell, both of whom 
Donnelly met through Wash. 
U. football, are also alumni. 
Recent graduate Luke Terrell 
is Donnelly’s special assistant 
while seniors Adam Goldberg 
and Spencer Welsh were 
interns for the film.

Donnelly hopes that people 
will connect with the film and 
want to learn more about clas-
sical music after experiencing 
it from a contemporary per-
spective. Before meeting 
Jarvi, he did not know much 
about it, but that relationship 
introduced him to it, and he 
has only fallen more in love 
through making the movie. 
“Music is such a powerful 
language to connect with 
others,” Donnelly said. If the 
first scene is any indication, 
Donnelly and the rest of the 
cast’s passion for the music 
will be evident in the film.

Following a limited theatri-
cal release, the Maestro team 
is planning a college tour 
with ambitions of inspiring 
a younger generation. For 
more information and to stay 
up to date with the film, visit 
its website at www.maestro-
movie.com.

Endless, nameless: Remembering Kurt 
Cobain and his everlasting influence
MARK MATOUSEK
MUSIC EDITOR

WUSTL alum and 
director David 
Donnelly talks 
new documentary

TREVOR LEUZINGER
MOVIES EDITOR
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When you are a super-
soldier who has World War 
II-era American values but 
now has to deal with modern-
day life in 2014, who can you 
really trust?

“Captain America: The 
Winter Soldier” tries to 
answer this main question as 
it thrusts Captain America 
Steve Rogers, once again 
played by hunky Chris Evans, 
back into action. While 
the first movie, “Captain 
America: The First Avenger,” 
gave us the history of Captain 
America and “The Avengers” 
showed us how he was begin-
ning to adjust to present day, 
“The Winter Soldier” reveals 
how Steve Rogers struggles 
with the world as we know it, 

where people are more secre-
tive and much harder to trust. 

Rogers now lives in 
Washington, D.C., and still 
works for S.H.I.E.L.D. When 
he is sent on a mission to 
recover a S.H.I.E.L.D. ship 
from Algerian pirates, he is 
reunited with Black Widow, 
aka Natasha Romanoff  
(Scarlett Johansson). While 
he is focused on the mission 
he was given—to save the 
hostages—he soon real-
izes that Romanoff has a 
separate mission: to recover 
data from the ship’s elec-
tronic files. Upon arrival 
back at S.H.I.E.L.D., Rogers 
confronts director Nick Fury 
(Samuel L. Jackson) about 
the separate missions and 
demands to be briefed on all 
matters. Unable to access 
the data from the ship, Fury 
then introduces Rogers to 
Project Insight, a secret 
project that S.H.I.E.L.D. 
has been working on which 
will send into space three 
huge “Helicarriers” that have 
the capabilities to preemp-
tively destroy threats. That 
afternoon, Fury is attacked 
by supposed police officers 
while driving and flees to 
Rogers’ home, where he gives 
Rogers the flash drive with 
the encrypted data from the 
ship and tells him to trust 
no one. When Fury is then 
gunned down and Rogers’ 
supposedly innocent and 
flirtatious neighbor reveals 
she’s a S.H.I.E.L.D. agent, 
the movie really takes off.

From then on, the audi-
ence ducks and bobs as 
Rogers learns S.H.I.E.L.D. 
has been compromised and 
huge secrets have been kept. 
Over the course of the next 
two hours, Rogers attempts to 
figure out who has been tell-
ing the truth, who knows the 
secrets, who he can trust and 
who is the Winter Soldier.

To be honest, I never saw 
the first “Captain America.” 
But to be even more hon-
est, I didn’t need to. This 

movie was action-packed 
and engaging, and as long as 
you know the basic story of  
Captain America—normal 
guy turned superhero/super-
soldier during WWII—you’ll 
be pulled right along. While 
you’re just as confused as 
Rogers as he struggles to 
keep up with who is the 
true threat, as a modern-day 
person, you will be certainly 
more alert to the fact that 
anyone could be “the bad 
guy.” Within the first few 
minutes of the movie, I saw 
a certain person have some 
shifty eyes and thought, “This 
could go badly.” The world 
isn’t black and white between 
good and bad, as we all know, 
and “The Winter Soldier” 
seems determined to teach 
that to Captain America 
and remind its audience of  
that fact. Even Romanoff, 
who has been a spy for the 
KGB, the former Russian 
secret police and intelligence 
agency, as well as the U.S., 
has a moment of confusion 
over the difference between 
right and wrong. Who has 
S.H.I.E.L.D. been all along?

Aside from that, “The 
Winter Soldier” brings in 
some great new characters. 
Sam Wilson (Anthony 
Mackie), a veteran Rogers 
befriends who has some 
secrets of his own, and Kate 
(Revenge’s Emily VanCamp), 
Rogers’ neighbor who turns 
out to be a S.H.I.E.L.D. 
agent, both add to the movie 
by giving Rogers support and 
stability in different ways, 
even if we are unsure about 
them at first. 

While not as mind-
blowingly incredible as 
“The Avengers,” “Captain 
America: The Winter 
Soldier” holds its own as 
the ninth installment in the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe 
and will keep you rooting 
for Captain America as he 
struggles to understand the 
confusing world he, as well as 
we, live in.

‘Captain 
America: 

The Winter 
Soldier’

directed by
Anthony Russo and Joe 

Russo

and starring
Chris Evans, Samuel L. 

Jackson, Scarlett Johansson

MOVIE REVIEW

ELENA WANDZILAK
TV EDITOR

Comprised of  nine 
individual pieces that 
spanned the choreographic 
spectrum, including both 
comedic and dramatic 
moments as well as solo 
and group numbers, the 
Young Choreographers 
Showcase (YCS) this past 
weekend was an attention-
holding array of  student 
choreography.

Open auditions were 
held near the end of  last 
semester, during which 
students were able to 
present a section of  
choreography to a panel 
of  judges comprised of  
the dance faculty, includ-
ing YCS Artistic Director 
David Marchant as well 
as musician Henry Claude 
and senior Sarah Raker, 
student director of  YCS. 
The judges provided 
feedback to the chore-
ographers, and pieces 
were selected for YCS. 
Two more similar show-
ings occurred during this 
semester for the choreog-
raphers to receive more 
feedback, as well as for the 
faculty to see the students’ 
progress.  

Over the course of  this 
semester, the student 
choreographers were in 
charge of  scheduling their 
own rehearsals, working 
with lighting designers 
and choosing costumes. 
Several of  the solo pieces 
presented in the show 
were the products of  
Marchant’s composition 
class.

Highlights from the 

show included junior 
Samantha Gaitsch’s piece 
“Rhapsody at WU,” which 
she describes with the 
quote “Burdens become 
light when cheerfully 
borne” by Ovid. The 
piece was comprised of  
six dancers, personifying 
different stereotypes of  
Washington University 
students, with a memo-
rable section in which all 
of  the dancers convene 
over their stressed-out 
study manners. The 
use of  props, including 
backpacks and books as 
well as the dancers’ vary-
ing facial expressions, 
clearly conveyed their 
individual personas. With 
its generally mocking but 
light-hearted tone, the 
piece received a wonderful 
reception from the audi-
ence; audience members 
could easily relate to the 
happiness, frustration and 
stress of  the dancers in 
their portrayals of  Wash. 
U. students.  

Gaitsch explains, “My 
piece is making fun of  
Wash. U. students, so it’s 
a very quirky movement 
style that involves a lot 
of  acting. It’s basically 
mocking that Wash. U. 
students feel like they have 
to be stressed out all of  the 
time.” 

Another standout 
piece was the finale of  
the show, “Can you feel 
it?”, choreographed by 
Briana Pickens, who 
describes the piece as “a 
celebration of  the house 
tradition that started in 
Chicago.” It includes six 
women dancing in a jazzy 

yet hard-hitting style, 
reminiscent of  a Beyonce 
music video. The dancers 
were set against a back-
drop created by changing 
projections of  the Chicago 
Music Festival, vas color 
bars, explosions and 
static. The combined 
costume and lighting 
choice to have the dancers 
appear in white leotards 
in the obscured darkness 
and bright colors of  the 
various projector images 
provided for an intense 
end result. The dancers’ 
facial expressions, marked 
by unwavering focus, as 
well as their sharp and 
synchronous movements 
made this piece a crowd 
favorite. 

YCS is an opportunity 
for dance students to expe-
rience the other side of  
the performance process 
by taking on the role of  
the choreographer, which 
presents several chal-
lenges and responsibilities 
in addition to artistic 
freedom.

Junior Daniela Diego, 
choreographer of  “Said 
One to the Other,” a 
duet she danced with 
senior Nicole Schreiber, 
explained, “Being a cho-
reographer allows you to 
learn how to work with 
people as well as how 
to manage and organize 
rehearsal schedules.” 

YCS occurs every other 
year in the Annelise Mertz 
Dance Studio, with the 
Student Choreography 
Showcase, a similar show 
run entirely by students, 
occurring in the in-
between years.

Young Choreographers 
Showcase: An eclectic mix of 
original student choreography
ERICA SLOAN
STAFF REPORTER



When you think about 
it, riding in the back of  a 
taxicab is quite an intimate 
experience. There aren’t all 
that many people we know 
with whom we would trust 
our lives or choose to be 
locked in a room—and yet 
that’s exactly what we do 
with cab drivers. Perhaps 
this explains the amount of  
familiarity that often makes 
for interesting conversations 
between cabbie and passen-
ger. Scene writers have had 
every imaginable experience 
in the back of  a cab, from 
being accosted by attempted 
fellow passengers to nearly 
being killed to having a 
cabbie tell one of  us that she 
should write a book about 
her life because he would 
love to read it. Buckle up 
because here comes a series 
of  recollections on the wild-
est rides that we’ve been on. 

FRANCES FUQUA
I was at the airport 

coming back to school, 
and I got in the cab and 
told the driver I wanted 
to go to the Washington 
University Clocktower. He 
looked me right in the face 
and said, “You’re crazy if  
you think I’m driving you 
to D.C. right now. I have 
better things to do.” When 
I asked him how long he’s 
lived in St. Louis, he said 
15 years. I then proceeded 
to give him step-by-step 
instructions on how to get 
to Wash. U.

TYLER FRIEDMAN
As I crossed the Bronx-

Whitestone Bridge 
during a taxi ride home 
from John F. Kennedy 
Airport in New York, the 
driver mentioned that he 
has a fear of  bridges. At 
first, I thought he must 
have been joking as cross-
ing bridges is inevitable for 
a taxi driver in New York. 
And for a taxi that ser-
vices the airports, nearly 
every trip will contain a 
journey over a bridge into 
Manhattan or the Bronx. I 
found myself  confused by 
his choice of  profession, 
but as we traversed out of  
Queens and back onto the 
mainland, the driver’s ten-
sions were clearly reduced 
as he overcame his gephy-
rophobia yet again.

LAURA HARVEY
After leaving the 

Lumineers concert at 
Chaifetz Arena earlier 
this fall, I sat trapped in a 
cab with a driver who was 
clearly looking to open up. 
I expressed my sympathies 
after she told me she had 
a migraine, but as she 
began to open up about 
the frustrations that had 
led to her throbbing head, 
I found myself  wishing 
I had remained silent. 
Evidently, she had recently 
hit menopause and was 
experiencing some severe 
symptoms. But, as she 
explained, it was actu-
ally the best thing that 
had ever happened to her. 

Confused, my friend and I 
inquired—a mistake. She 
then explained to us how 
stopping birth control 
had really kicked up her 
libido: it was like “letting 
a tiger out of  a cage.” Not 
that I would ever want 
to hear anyone say this 
phrase, but I found it par-
ticularly unsettling from 
a 47-year-old woman 
in whose vehicle I was 
locked. The rest of  the 
ride back, she continued 
to share freely, covering 
topics from having her 
tubes tied to drama with 
her ex-husband. Needless 
to say, I’ve never been so 
happy to reach Wash. U. 
as I was that night when 
we returned. 

CLAUDIA VAUGHAN
Once, when I was tak-

ing a cab from the airport 
back to campus after 
winter break, I rode with 
a driver who was about 
50 years old and who 
would not stop staring 
at me in the rearview 
mirror. I tried to make 
small talk with him, 
thinking it would make 
the ride less awkward. He 
proceeded to ask me all 
about my “exotic race” 
(I’m half  Asian and half  
Caucasian) and then told 
me I was beautiful and 
asked for my number. I 
told him that I had a boy-
friend and couldn’t give 
it to him, then practically 
ran away when we pulled 
up to campus.

KIMBERLY HENRICKSON
I was on my way back 

from an event with some 
friends when two guys, 
who we assumed also 
went to Wash. U., pushed 
their way into our cab and 
asked to share it with us. 
We were surprised, but we 
felt like it would be rude 
not to accept. However, 
they then demanded to 
be taken to their apart-
ment on the Delmar Loop, 
which we found a bit odd, 
but we agreed that since 
we would be going out 
of  our way to drop them 
off, they would pay for a 
higher percentage of  the 
taxi fee. When we reached 
the Loop, the two guys 
quickly jumped out of  the 
car without paying. So, 
my friends and I split up 
the fee that it cost to go 
to the Loop and decided 
we would walk home 
from there. Unfortunately, 
the taxi driver was very 
unhappy with this. After 
taking our money, he 
suddenly asked for more 
to cover some kind of  
“special charge.” After we 
refused to pay him more, 
he got out of  the cab and 
started to walk up to each 
of  us individually, saying, 
“You. $15” and intruding 
too far into our personal 
space. Then he tried to 
get us to sit back down in 
his cab, even opening the 
door. Creeped out, my 
friends and I started run-
ning and didn’t stop until 
we were back on campus.

Featuring a sushi bar 
along with a varied menu 
of  pizzas, pastas and 
other entrees, Central 
Table, located in the 
Central West End, offers 
something for everyone. 
This upscale restaurant 
with valet parking has a 
modern vibe and adver-
tises an excellent dining 
experience. The latter 
claim, however, is quite 
debatable. 

My party of  six was 
quickly seated on a Friday 
night at 8 p.m., though 
the restaurant was quite 
full. Its unique decor 
combines clean modern 
lines with rustic touches. 
Families, couples and 
groups filled the high and 
low tables surrounding 
the centerpiece bar in the 
middle of  the restaurant. 
Overall, the atmosphere 
was pleasant and defi-
nitely geared toward a 
relaxed nighttime crowd 
of  20- and 30-somethings.  

I ordered the malta-
gliati, a wide-noodle pasta 
dish with crab, bread-
crumbs and a citric sauce. 
While the texture and 
spicing were unexpected, 
they ultimately worked, 
and the elements of  the 
dish complemented one 
another nicely. The crab 
also worked well with 

the dish, in my opinion, 
though others in my party 
were less convinced. 

The sushi at Central 
Table was the highlight of  
the meal. The “Freshy” 
lived up to its name—the 
cucumber-wrapped roll 
featured a unique taste 
containing four types of  
fish. The spicy tuna roll 
was a solid take on a clas-
sic, though the roll itself  
felt a bit skimpy. One of  
the diners in my party 
ordered just one roll and 
was ultimately disap-
pointed in the portion 
size. When she tried to 
order a few more pieces 

to complete her meal, 
the waiter claimed it 
would take 45 minutes for 
another roll to be made—
not exactly acceptable.  

Unfortunately, the 
dining experience was 
tarnished by the two 
waiters who worked our 
table. Right from the get-
go, our table was rushed 
into giving an order as 
the overzealous servers 
persistently approached 
the table. One of  the 
waiters was not very 
helpful either, as he could 
not explain the polenta 
side dish. The waiters, 
along with a manager 

who blindly served food, 
did not get better as they 
served meals to the wrong 
person, were not clear 
about split dishes and 
messed up a pasta order 
entirely. Several items 
failed to reach the table 
at all. 

Due to the sheer 
amount of  people serv-
ing us, I wondered if  we 
were being helped by 

a trainee. But after the 
other waitress snapped at 
someone at the table after 
admitting fault for serving 
the wrong meal, it was 
clear that both of  them 
were unprofessional and 
amateurish. 

If  you are willing to 
risk dealing with incom-
petent waiters, I would 
recommend sticking to the 
sushi as it seems to be the 

best and safest option at 
Central Table. More com-
plex menu options should 
be ordered carefully as 
they seem to be very 
hit-or-miss. Nevertheless, 
the unspectacular food 
at Central Table does not 
seem to be worth its pre-
mium price. The price of  
the meal, in the end, was 
not justified by the food 
or the service.  
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STAFF EDITORIAL

W
ith Elevate! 
sworn in 
this past 
Thursday, 

we are interested in seeing 
what parts of  its platform 
the slate plans on following 
through and what changes 
will occur within Student 
Union in the coming year.

A primary issue that we 
see within Student Union 
now is a general lack of  vis-
ibility and clarity. Perhaps 
the student body in general 
is apathetic to the day-to-
day activities of  the student 
government, but this situ-
ation could be remedied. 
New president Emma Tyler 
made Social Programming 

Board a relevant and visible 
student group by branding 
it and defining its niche 
within the campus commu-
nity, and we sincerely hope 
she brings that experience 
and skill set to her now 
position. 

We all know of  Student 
Union and see it as a viable 
and important group on 
campus, but we don’t really 
know what it does or who it 
is. Many of  the dealings go 
on behind the scenes with-
out student involvement or 
awareness.

For instance, thinking 
back to fall W.I.L.D., then-
President of  SU Matt Re 
shut down hookup website 

aWILDnight and created 
a controversy because Re 
failed to engage the campus 
in any kind of  dialogue. Re 
may not have been acting in 
official SU capacity when 
contacting the administra-
tion to shut down the site, 
but it is the job of  the SU 
president to represent the 
desires of  the student body 
in all his decisions, not to 
act unilaterally.

We hope that the 
members of  Elevate! will 
make themselves visible, 
accountable and involved 
with students rather than 
fade into the obscurity of  
mundane functionality. 
Yes, Wash. U. can have an 

apathetic climate at times, 
but perhaps SU should 
work to counteract that 
tendency.

Maybe by next year, there 
will be enough student 
interest to increase par-
ticipation in the elections. 
While slates simplify the 
process of  voting, in the 
end, they diminish the 
voice of  the student body. 
We expand on Elevate!’s 
platform of  phasing out the 
slate system and propose 
that with the class of  2018, 
freshman class council 
officers should be elected 
individually—in effect, the 
new freshman class should 
be used as a first test of  a 

slate-less model. Based on 
those results, over time SU 
should turn over its historic 
practice of  slate elections.

With SU hopefully step-
ping into a more prominent 
role on campus, we hope to 
see several changes. First, 
more interesting and promi-
nent speakers would greatly 
improve the quality level 
of  the SU speaker series. 
Having the provost as a fea-
tured speaker, as is the case 
this year, isn’t going to draw 
a large crowd of  students. 
Speakers that are brought 
in should be expanding 
the worldview of  students, 
instead of  someone with 
whom the general body is 

familiar. 
Funding of  student 

groups and activities should 
be more explicable—
approaching Treasury 
should not feel like playing 
the lottery. By the end of  
the next academic year, we 
hope that most students 
will be familiar with the 
name and story of  each 
member of  SU exec. In 
order to foster a more active 
and involved student body, 
members of  exec should be 
visible and active members 
of  the community.

We congratulate Elevate! 
on its election and are eager 
to see what it will do in the 
coming year.

Greater visibility needed for new Student Union exec

EDITORIAL CARTOONS

I 
was up until 3 a.m. 
Thursday morning 
because of  Student 
Life production. 

About 2 1/2 hours later, I 
was woken up by a siren 
blaring to announce the 
arrival of  the first tornado 
of  2014—what literally 
everybody wants to be 
woken by.

I got on my iPhone’s 
Twitter app, did a quick 
search for “tornado St. 
Louis” and found that 
one had touched down 
in University City at 5:22 
a.m. I checked my watch; 
it was 5:28.

I got up, opened the 
door and walked into the 
hallway, only to find that 
neither of  my roommates 
were awake. I texted a 
friend of  mine who lived 
north of  the Delmar 
Loop to see if  the twister 
was anywhere near her, 
but she didn’t respond 
until hours later that she 
had been asleep. And in 
conducting a straw poll in 
the Danforth University 
Center Sunday night, 
the majority of  students 
I spoke with had had no 
idea about the tornado 
until the next morning.

I had received an email 
time-stamped 5:27 a.m. 
informing me of  the 
tornado warning, but that 
clearly did a whole lot of  

good for the students who 
were still asleep.

Resident advisors did a 
fantastic job waking their 
freshmen and herding 
them downstairs, as my 
Twitter feed and Snapchat 
indicated around 5:30 
a.m. But the WUSTL 
Alerts system failed the 
majority of  its students 
Thursday morning.

The University was 
extraordinarily lucky that 
the twister touched down 
miles from campus and 
moved east, not south. 
Had it done so, today’s 
issue would have a drasti-
cally different front page.

In the past, my phone 
has been flooded by text 
messages, phone calls and 
voicemails in addition to 
emails informing me of  a 
test of  the alerts sys-
tem. Clearly, the system 
has worked before, but 
once again at 7:13 p.m. 
Thursday, all I received 
was an email. This was 
nearly 14 hours after it 
should have been evident 
that there was a problem, 
yet no fixes were made. 
And while the informa-
tion from multiple sources 
was annoying at the time 
of  the tests, it had a pur-
pose, and I would rather 
be annoyed in a time of  
emergency than unaware.

Also troubling was the 
number of  students on the 
40, in the Village and off  
campus, who did not even 

hear the sirens go off. 
Students who were awo-
ken may complain about 
the nuisance, but they 
at least knew that some-
thing was happening. 
That even one student 
did not is unacceptable. 
Buy more sirens, turn up 
the volume, do whatever 
needs to be done to cover 
every student on campus 
(off-campus students 
would not be covered by 
University sirens).

In addition, that voice 
that booms at the end of  
the alerts is completely 
indecipherable, even 
when moving closer to 
windows. And moving 
closer to windows is the 
exact opposite of  what 
the University wants 
students doing in the 
event of  a nearby tor-
nado. I want Voldemort 
in “Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows: Part 
2,” not Christian Bale in 
“Batman Begins.”

The University works 
hard on its emergency 
protocols, but that prepa-
ration does not matter 
if  the community is not 
sufficiently notified of  
an emergency. This time, 
the tornado was north of  
campus, but it might not 
be next time. I trust that 
the University will bom-
bard me this week with 
texts and calls testing the 
emergency notification 
system. I welcome it.

No ‘maybe.’ Call me, please

SAHIL PATEL
STAFF COLUMNIST
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The third annual WUSTL 
Spring Invitational came 
down to one stroke, and 
the No. 1 Washington 
University women’s golf  
team was on the wrong end 
of  the final standings.

Despite the narrow loss 
to NAIA No. 6 William 
Woods University, which 
has now won every rendi-
tion of  the tournament, the 
Bears chose to dwell on the 
positives.

After earning a Division 
III No. 1 ranking from 
GolfWeek for the first time 
ever last Wednesday, the 
team could have easily 
become complacent. But 
according to junior and co-
captain Olivia Lugar, the 
Bears approached this tour-
nament like any other.

“We always go out with 
the intention and the drive 
to win every tournament,” 
Lugar said. “I know every-
one is really excited that we 
got that wonderful recogni-
tion. Like every tournament, 
we are thinking about what 
we need to do to win.”

Wash. U. led after round 
one with a tournament-
record 300, and Lugar 
paced the field with an even-
par 72. Sophomore Connie 
Zhou (74), senior Andi 
Hibbert (77) and freshman 
Xin Fang (77) all sat in the 
top 10 overall entering the 
second day. Lugar’s eagle on 
hole No. 15 highlighted the 
day, after which the Red and 
Green led William Woods 
by six strokes.

While William Woods 
caught fire en route to a new 
tournament-record 299 on 
day two, Lugar shot a 75 to 
earn the individual title with 
a tournament-record 147, 
besting the 148 by assistant 
coach Hannah Buck (’13) in 
2012.

“It feels really good to 
come out of  the winter and 
start playing better again,” 

Lugar said. “I was really 
able to go out and stay calm 
throughout the whole tour-
nament. I think I played a 
lot more like I used to where 
it didn’t matter necessarily if  
I missed a green.”

In addition, Zhou (151) 
and Fang (152) also made 
the all-tournament team, 
and Hibbert, playing in her 
final home tournament in 
front of  her parents, who 
traveled from Colorado to 
watch, kept her round-two 
score below 80 to finish in 
the top 15 (156).

Players and coaches alike 
were thankful for the play-
ing conditions over the 
weekend as temperatures 
hovered near 60 degrees 
both days and the sun shone 
throughout. Despite dis-
tracting noises coming from 
the adjacent race car track, 
workers repairing a roof  
near hole No. 17 and a dead 
tree falling over Saturday 
that blocked a cart path at 
No. 15, head coach Sean 
Curtis said that, given the 
severe weather Thursday 
and the low temperatures 

Friday, the teams couldn’t 
have hoped for better play-
ing conditions.

“I think we’re always 
going to feel confident play-
ing on Gateway National, 
our home course,” Hibbet 
said. “We had really good 
scoring conditions the past 
two days as well. I’m very 
impressed with my team’s 
resilience.”

The field featured 10 
ranked teams, and Wash. 
U. (606 overall score) bested 
every team from NCAA 
Division III. No. 9 Rhodes 

College (623) finished third, 
followed by No. 21 Carleton 
College (628) and No. 6 
DePauw University (628) in 
a tie for fourth.

“We just need to stay 
confident for the rest of  
the season,” Hibbert said. 
“We are getting better and 
stronger and more confident 
every day, so we just have to 
stay focused. One of  the best 
things about this team is that 
we will never be complacent 
about anything.”

Zhou said coming so 
close to first place will keep 

the team ready to compete 
in future events.

“I think the one-stroke 
deficit really gives us some 
added motivation mov-
ing forward, reminding us 
that every stroke counts,” 
Zhou said. “Anything can 
happen.”

Next weekend, the Bears 
will look to continue to 
defend their No. 1 ranking 
at the IWU Spring Fling 
in Normal, Ill. Wash. U. 
placed second of  15 teams 
last year, its highest finish 
ever.
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With a focus on mak-
ing adjustments and 
improvements before 
the University Athletic 
Association Outdoor 
Championships, the 
Washington University 
track-and-field teams took 
home three first-place fin-
ishes on Saturday at the 
Greenville Select Meet in 
Greenville, Ill.  

Competing against nine 
teams, the men’s team 
placed third with 94.5 
points, falling short to 
Lindenwood University 
(143) and Olivette 
Nazarene University 
(99), while the women 
placed fourth out of  11 
teams with 89 points, 
bested by Lindenwood 
(133.5), Olivette (116.5) 
and Illinois Wesleyan 
University (103).  For 
the men’s team, junior 
Troy Makous took first 
in the pole vault while 
senior Anna Etherington 
and sophomore Ellen 
Toennies won the pole 
vault and 1,500-meter 
run, respectively, for the 
women.

Makous was the sole 
event winner on the men’s 
side as he recorded an 
outdoor-career-best clear-
ance of  4.75 meters in the 
pole vault after winning 
a tiebreaker. According 
to Makous, he struggled 

coming up at the end of  
the pole for his first few 
jumps but managed to 
make several changes that 
helped his form and clinch 
a victory in the end.

“It was just a struggle 
at first, and I just tried 
to get better on each of  
my attempts. By my third 
attempt, I started feeling 
a lot better and some-
how won the tiebreaker,” 
Makous said. “I just tried 
to enjoy myself  and keep 
a good attitude during 
the whole process. I know 
I’ve been working hard all 
year, so it’s rewarding to 
see that pay off.”

In the men’s 3,000 stee-
plechase, freshman Dillon 
Williams had a strong 
performance, clocking 
a season-best time of  
9:46.30 to take second 
place. Head coach Jeff  
Stiles was impressed with 
Williams’ endurance and 
execution and noted the 
excitement he brings to 
the team.

“He’s really coming 
along nicely for us, so 
we’re excited with what 
he holds for us this sea-
son and the future,” Stiles 
said. “He was really 
strong today in the stee-
plechase and looked good 
going over the gates. We 
expect great things from 
[Williams], and he’s meet-
ing them.”

The men’s 1,600 relay 
added another runner-up 

finish as senior Arthur 
Townsend, sophomore 
Alex Bastian, fresh-
man Deko Ricketts and 
junior Brendan Stone 
clocked a time of  3:18.95 
with all four runners 
recording split times of  
under 50 seconds. Stone 
nearly caught up with 
Lindenwood’s anchor-leg 
runner in the end but fell 
short by .95 seconds. 

“It was an exciting race 
for the guys. [Stone] was 
behind by 20 meters that 
he just didn’t give up,” 
Makous said. “It was the 
strongest race for us, and 
everyone on the relay had 
impressive times. The 
team was pretty fired up 
after the race.”

On the women’s side, 
Etherington and junior 
Claire Simons took care 
of  business in the women’s 
pole vault, placing first 
and second, respectively. 
Etherington recorded a 
winning height of  3.80 
meters while Simons 
topped 3.65 meters. In the 
women’s 1,500, Toennies 
had a career-best time 
of  4:43.03 with a first-
place finish, beating the 
runner-up by just .03 sec-
onds. Sophomores Emily 
Warner and Courtney 
Cleveland and senior Katy 
Barron followed Toennies, 
finishing third, fifth and 
sixth, respectively. 

Toennies “had an amaz-
ing run, and it was great 

to see her finish strong,” 
Stiles said. “It wasn’t the 
best event for runners like 
[Warner], but we were 
intentionally mixing run-
ners up in different events 
for training purposes. It’ll 
help us get ready both 
physically and mentally.”

Other notable perfor-
mances included junior 
Melissa Gilkey’s sec-
ond-place finish in the 
women’s javelin, on a 
distance of  37.91 meters; 
the third-place time of  
the women’s 1,600 relay, 
which finished in 4:05.10; 
and Warner’s third-place 
finish in the 200. 

With only three 
weeks left until confer-
ence championships, 
Stiles rested several of  
his All-American run-
ners, including junior 
Lucy Cheadle and senior 
Jasmine Williams, for 
strategic purposes, mak-
ing the point totals 
unreflective of  the team’s 
actual potential.

“We really weren’t too 
worried about rankings 
for this meet because that 
just wasn’t our focus,” 
Stiles said. “Some of  our 
runners needed to rest for 
training and injury rea-
sons, but I think our teams 
still performed very well. 
We stayed mentally sharp 
and made the improve-
ments that we talked 
about during practice.”

Track-and-field teams win three events at Greenville Select
DEREK SHYR
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Lugar wins tournament as golf falls one stroke short
SAHIL PATEL
STAFF REPORTER

Senior Andi Hibbert sinks a putt on hole No. 7 at Gateway National Sunday during the WUSTL Spring Invitational. Hibbert finished up her final home tournament in 15th 
place (77-79, 156) as the top-ranked Washington University women’s golf team defeated every Division III competitor.

SAHIL PATEL | STUDENT LIFE

Sophomore Ellen Toennies finishes fifth at the Gabby Reuveni 
Early Bird meet in the 2013 cross-country season. Toennies had a 
first-place finish in the women’s 1,500-meter run and recorded a 
career-best time of 4:43.03 at the Greenville Select Meet Saturday. 

CAROLINE YOO | STUDENT LIFE
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Women’s tennis dominant in run to Midwest Invitational title

Increasing its record 
since February to 13-1, the 
No. 10-ranked Washington 
University women’s ten-
nis team rolled through 
Gustavus Adolphus College, 

the University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater and No. 11 
DePauw University en route 
to the Midwest Invitational 
Championship. 

In the championship game, 
the Red and Green took on 
DePauw for the third time 
this season after splitting the 

first two meetings. The Bears 
took two of three doubles 
matches to gain an early 2-1 
lead. The momentum carried 
into singles play, where senior 
Corinne Rauck won her 14th 
consecutive singles match 7-5, 
6-4. Freshman Rebecca Ho 
and sophomore Aly Coran 

both completed perfect 3-0 
records in singles over the 
weekend as Ho dominated in 
second-flight singles, 6-0, 6-3, 
and Coran rolled to a 6-2, 6-3 
win in third-flight singles. 

Coran attributed her strong 
performance to adapting her 
game against whomever she 

was playing in the singles 
matches.

“I changed what I was 
doing based on what their 
game was like. I hit a lot of  
volleys, [which was] some-
thing I’ve been working on,” 
Coran said.

In the opening round of  
play, the Bears proved to 
be too much for Gustavus 
Adolphus after taking the 
lead after doubles and never 
looking back. Coran and 
sophomore Jamie Silverberg 
won in second-flight doubles, 
8-5, and the duo of senior 
Betsy Edershile and junior 
Hanna Newstadt claimed 
the No. 3 doubles match 
8-1. Wash. U. blew through 
singles with barely a whis-
per of doubt, dropping only 
one match. Senior Theresa 
Petraskova had a spirited rally 
but fell just short in the third-
set tiebreaker, 6-1, 5-7, 1-0 
(10-7). Nonetheless, the Bears 
would move on to the next 
round with a 7-2 win.

UW-Whitewater met a sim-
ilar fate in the second round 
against Wash. U. as Ho and 
Rauck won 8-1 in first-flight 
doubles to help the Bears 
take another 2-1 lead after the 
doubles matches. Petraskova 
won her 110th career match, 
which moved her up to 14th 
all time on Wash. U.’s career 

win list, after winning 7-6 
(7-4), 6-2 in fourth-flight sin-
gles. The Bears took five out 
of the six singles matches to 
earn a 7-2 victory to advance 
to the championship round.

The Bears improved to 
13-3 on the season by win-
ning their first Midwest 
Invitational Championship 
under head coach Kelly 
Stahlhuth, who was glad that 
the team defended its No. 1 
seed in the tournament. 

“I’m proud [of the team]—
we worked really hard and 
upheld the No. 1 seed,” 
Stahlhuth said. “We played 
better every match, and that is 
important [to us].”

With the final stretch of  
the season quickly approach-
ing, Stahlhuth emphasized 
that the team is “going to 
work hard on having quality 
practices and supporting each 
other. We want to block out 
the distractions, be present 
and support each other with 
body language.”

The Bears hit every goal 
this weekend and will look 
to keep their impressive 
run going when they hit 
the road again to face off  
against three teams, includ-
ing Case Western Reserve 
University and the University 
of Chicago, next weekend in 
Chicago.

ALBERT MO
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

After losing two of three 
games in consecutive week-
ends, the Washington 
University baseball team went 
2-1 against the University of  
Chicago on Saturday and 
Sunday at home. 

The Bears posted their third 
straight victory with a 6-4 
win in the first game of the 
doubleheader, but the Bears 
couldn’t sustain the momen-
tum as they fell 5-4 against 
the Maroons. On Sunday, 
Wash. U. used a strong pitch-
ing performance and balanced 
hitting to dominate Chicago 
(4-13 record) with a 12-1 
victory. 

In the first game, the Bears 
broke a 4-4 tie in the eighth 
inning to earn a 6-4 victory 
on “John Schael Day” as 
Wash. U.’s current athletic 
director, John Schael, who 
will be retiring in June, threw 
out the ceremonial first pitch. 

Senior Kyle Billig (2-4 at the 
plate) singled to right field 
to give Wash. U. a 5-4 lead, 
and junior Andrew Goldstick 
(2-3) drove in an insurance 
run when he ran out an infield 
single to the shortstop. 

Graduate starting pitcher 
Stephen Bonser pitched seven 
innings, allowing four runs 
(two earned) on eight hits. 
Freshman Nick Gollin (2-1 
record) recorded the win for 
the Bears with two shutout 
innings in relief. 

Head coach Steven Duncan 
praised his team for its clutch 
hitting in the late innings, 
but he was not completely 
pleased with the Bears’ overall 
performance. 

“It was the definition of  
clutch to come through with 
two runs late in the game 
like that to win it, and I was 
really proud of those guys for 
stepping up,” Duncan said. 
“Today, even with the win, 
we frankly didn’t play very 
well. We got the win because 

those guys stepped up late in 
the game. Of course we like to 
win, but I like to see us play 
well whether we’ve won or 
lost, and I just didn’t think that 
we played very well today.” 

In the second game of  
the doubleheader, the Bears 
offense started quickly but 
fizzled out later in the game. 
After Chicago scored a run 
in the top of the first inning, 
the Red and Green scored 
three runs in the bottom half  
of the inning. Junior Chris 
Lowery hit an RBI single 
to center field, freshman CJ 
Price then belted an RBI 
single to left field and junior 
Brandon Deger hit a sacri-
fice fly to make it 3-1. In the 
second inning, the Bears tal-
lied another run, but Chicago 
made a pitching change in the 
middle of the inning, which 
proved to be effective since the 
Bears would not score for the 
rest of the game. 

The fifth inning proved to 
be problematic for the Bears 

as Chicago rallied with three 
runs on three hits to knot 
the game at 4-4. The Bears’ 
starting pitcher, junior Kunal 
Patel, was taken out of the 
game after throwing five 
innings and allowing four 
runs on seven hits. 

Junior Max Zhang pitched 
in relief for the Bears, and 
although he only gave up 
one run, it was the go-ahead 
score—Chicago completed 
the comeback in the seventh 
inning by scoring after a lead-
off double to take a 5-4 lead. 
The Bears struggled to get 
runners on base in the final 
innings and lost by that same 
score to take a split in the 
day’s doubleheader. 

After scoring four runs 
in the first two innings, the 
Bears were shut out in the 
final seven innings and had 
only two hits in the final 
six. Duncan gave credit to 
Chicago’s relief pitchers while 
also acknowledging that his 
team didn’t have the same 

sense of urgency offensively 
as earlier in the game.

“I mean, they changed 
pitchers, which obviously 
helped them. I can’t take 
it away from their guys, 
those next two guys got the 
job done,” Duncan said. 
“Unfortunately, it’s been a 
little bit of a theme this year 
that when we score early in 
the game, we kind of put it 
on cruise control. We should 
know better than that, but 
apparently it’s a lesson that we 
continue to have to learn.”

Looking ahead to Sunday’s 
game, Duncan was looking 
for a complete team effort 
with graduate starting pitcher 
Matt Tracy on the mound. 

“We’re excited to see what 
he can do. He’s been very 
good, very reliable for us this 
year, and I think it’s a good 
matchup for him, but it’s not 
one guy against Chicago. We 
need the rest of our guys to 
support him, both offensively 
and defensively,” Duncan 

said. 
In the rubber game, Tracy 

and the rest of the team 
delivered with a balance per-
formance both offensively 
and defensively. The Bears 
exploded for five runs in the 
first inning, marking the third 
time this weekend that the 
team scored in the first. This 
time, though, the Bears were 
able to sustain their offensive 
prowess en route to a resound-
ing 12-1 victory to take the 
best-of-three series. The Red 
and Green recorded 14 hits 
and took advantage of four 
Chicago errors to give Tracy 
plenty of offensive support. 
Tracy (3-2 record), mean-
while, lowered his earned run 
average to 3.45 with six shut-
out innings, allowing four hits 
and five walks.

Wash. U. (11-13) is now 
4-1 in its past five games, 
and the team looks to finish 
its 14-game homestand on a 
strong note with three more 
home games this week.

Baseball wins best-of-three series against Chicago

NICK KAUZLARICH
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Graduate student Matt Tracy winds up for a pitch on Sunday against the University of Chicago. Tracy pitched six shutout innings, recording two strikeouts and surrendering four hits. Tracy’s pitching record 
is 3-2, and he has a 3.45 ERA this season. 

MEGAN MAGRAY | STUDENT LIFE

Sophomore Jamie Silverberg takes a swing in first-flight singles against Principia College on March 22. Silverberg won in first-flight 
singles against both Gustavus Adolphus College and No. 11-ranked DePauw University on Friday and Saturday, respectively.  

STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE
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visit careercenter.wustl.edu/careerlink.
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April 7
Education Intern + Others 
Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis

Summer Interns - Life Sciences  
(Biology, Chemistry, Biochemistry)
Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals

Software Engineer 
Macedon Technologies

April 8
Geologists / Environmental Scientists 
ARCADIS

Process Engineer 
ICL Performance Products

April 9
Account Executive Food & Agribusiness
FleishmanHillard

Intern - Ascension Investment 
Management 
Ascension Health

Social Media Internship 
NOVUS International 

April 10
Entry Level Water / Wastewater  
Engineer 
ARCADIS

AT&T Technical Development Program 
AT&T

Public Relations Intern 
Maguire Steele

Progressive Education Lab Teaching 
Fellowship 
Progressive Education Lab (PEL)

April 11
Associate Consultant
Mars & Co Consulting

Campus Ambassador
Global Apprenticeship

Financial Risk Consultant + Others 
Quantitative Risk Management, Inc.

Nuclear Security Policy Fellowship 
Nuclear Science and Security  
Consortium (NSSC)

Undergraduate Summer Internship 
Lionsgate

Project Analyst Intern 
Immunophotonics Inc.

April 12
Electrical R&D Intern + Others
Mainstream Engineering

Entry-Level Software Engineer 
Facebook

Summer Internship
2e Creative 

April 13
2014 Investment Banking Summer Analyst 
Internship Program
Piper Jaffray & Company

Science Internship + Others
Sigma-Aldrich

Fall 2014 White House Internship Program 
The White House

Planning and Business Development 
Intern - 2014-2015 School Year 
St. Louis Children’s Hospital

Recently Posted Opportunities
Intern - Creative Services
Boeing Co.

Software Engineer R&D
Intelligrated

2014 Fall Term Science Undergraduate 
Laboratory Internship (SULI)
U.S. Department of Energy

Architectural Intern (Full-time)
Heine & Croghan Architects, Inc.

Corporate Support Marketing Internship
Nine Network (KETC)

Merchandising / Design Internship
Randa Accessories

Featured Upcoming Job & Internship Deadlines

FROM PASSION SPRINGS PURPOSE

FOR RELEASE APRIL 1, 2014

4/1/14
Thursday’s Puzzle Solved

4/1/14

HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
the grid above it, 
writing each unique 
letter only once. 
The correct solution 
will spell the 
complete phrase 
along a single continuous spelling 
path that moves horizontally, 
vertically and diagonally. Fill the grid 
from square to square - revisiting 
letters as needed to complete the 
spelling path in order. Each letter will 
appear only once in the grid. 

© 2014 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  visit www.Pathem.com

topic: Animal Group Names

SOLUTION TO
THURSDAY’S PUZZLE

4/1/14

HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
the grid above it, 
writing each unique 
letter only once. 
The correct solution 
will spell the 
complete phrase 
along a single continuous spelling 
path that moves horizontally, 
vertically and diagonally. Fill the grid 
from square to square - revisiting 
letters as needed to complete the 
spelling path in order. Each letter will 
appear only once in the grid. 

© 2014 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  visit www.Pathem.com

topic: Animal Group Names

Pathem   Puzzle Solution

©2014 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

®
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FROM PASSION SPRINGS PURPOSE

Career Opportunites
Mattersight

T-Mobile

Sigma-Aldrich

Lionsgate

Boeing Co. 

Fleishman-Hillard

April 7 
Speed Portfolio Reviews by 
Professionals

April 8 
Career Opportunities in Aging
 
April 9 
Medallia Information Session

Anthony’s  
Eye-Opening Story

“My first year out of college couldn’t 
have been more different than I 
had planned. I got a nearly-perfect 
internship with a company I loved 
in a city I had never been to, but 
then returned to New York City to 
spend 8 months working on my own 
while searching for something both 
permanent and meaningful. It was 
rough and it was exhausting, but few 
things I’ve done have been more 
rewarding or eye-opening.

No formula will tell you what makes 
you happy, so take time to get 
experience and really think about what 
you want—now or after you graduate.”

Anthony now works for Google as an 
associate account strategist in NYC.

See more alumni stories at 
careercenter.wustl.edu/mystory

Events

“Patience, courage, and 

creative thinking will send 

you somewhere great.”

ADVICE FROM AN ALUMNUS

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT CAREERCENTER.WUSTL.EDU

ALUMNI STORY
Anthony Popeo
Class of 2012 
Major: Economics
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