
CONTACT BY POST 
ONE BROOKINGS DRIVE #1039
#330 DANFORTH UNIVERSITY CENTER
ST. LOUIS, MO 63130-4899

CONTACT BY EMAIL 
EDITOR@STUDLIFE.COM
NEWS@STUDLIFE.COM
CALENDAR@STUDLIFE.COM

CONTACT BY PHONE
NEWSROOM 314.935.5995 
ADVERTISING 314.935.6713 
FAX 314.935.5938

the independent newspaper of Washington University in St. Louis since 1878

CHA-CHING! 
Money Smart 
Week to raise 
financial literacy 
(Scene, pg 4)

VOLUME 135, NO. 47 WWW.STUDLIFE.COMTHURSDAY, MARCH 27, 2014

‘BETRAYAL’ Q&A
Cadenza talks British
accents, Jeremy Irons 
with the PAD cast
(Cadenza, pg 6)

SWIMMING’S SARA TAEGE
(Sports, pg 8)

ON CAMPUS NOW

BIGGER.BOLDER.RACIER. WE’VE GOT LIBEL INSURANCE AND WE’RE NOT AFRAID TO USE IT.

Alpha Delta Phi and the Social 
Justice Center co-hosted a panel of  
several Washington University profes-
sors and students Wednesday evening 
that focused on the subject of racism 
and political correctness in conversa-
tion and the media.

After hosting a panel about hookup 

culture on Washington University’s 
campus in the fall, ADPhi wanted to 
continue to have meaningful conversa-
tions about relevant topics on campus. 
With the recent controversy surround-
ing diversity, junior Jon Harrell, 
literary chair of the fraternity, thought 
that the event would be a perfect topic.

“We really want to help create a 
safe space where everyone can come 
together and we can sort of all work 

together...on a point that’s become 
really charged and has really been 
pushed to the forefront of the commu-
nity,” Harrell said.

Sophomore Helen You, a mem-
ber of the Social Justice Center, was 
excited about the partnership with 
ADPhi.

“Even though it’s a panel structure, 

EMILY SCHIENVAR
NEWS MANAGER

ADPhi, Social Justice Center host 
panel on racial taboos, correctness

WUStock is making a return to 
the South 40’s Swamp after spend-
ing last year trapped inside the 
Pageant with Macklemore. 

In addition to Walk the Moon 
and COIN, two student bands are 
also booked for the venue. Rock 
band The Captives will perform at 
the show alongside the funky Battle 
of  the Bands victor, Jammin’ with 
Phil.

Food for the event, offered by 
food trucks in previous years, will be 
provided by Bon Appetit. Congress 
of  the South 40 representative and 
freshman Andrew Meepos said the 
hot dogs and tacos will cost an addi-
tional $1,000. 

“Originally we were going to 
do a food truck, but they weren’t 
allowed on campus anymore, so we 
decided to reach out to Bon Appetit 
instead of  just going to another stu-
dent services company,” sophomore 
Brooke Peskin, CS40 Swamp chair, 
said. “We really just wanted to keep 
the money within [Washington 
University].”

According to the City of  Clayton 
Code of  Ordinances, food trucks 
are permitted for private events but 

are not allowed to provide food to 
non-participants and must have 
various permits “to protect City 
property and public health and 
safety.” 

WUStock will be held on the 
Swamp and open for public entry 
on all sides, permitting attendees to 
come and go as they please, similar 
to previous years.

The concert will begin at 1 p.m. 
with The Captives, and Walk the 
Moon will come on between 3:30 
and 4 p.m. 

Walk the Moon arrived on 

DYLAN BASSETT
STAFF REPORTER

WUStock to feature 
Bon Appetit catering,  
student band openers

Associate professor Garrett Duncan responds to a query during the Alpha Delta Phi and Social Justice Center panel on 
racism and political correctness in conversation and the media. Duncan was one of five panelists for the talk.

STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE

SEE PANEL, PAGE 3

For the 20 or so people present, 
things got serious in room 276 of  
the Danforth University Center 
Monday night, even as music and 
laughs could be heard from the 
“Frozen” movie screening down 
below. 

The event was a debate between 
Connection Slate and Elevate! 
Slate, the two contesting slates for 
this year’s Student Union executive 
board election. This is the first time 
in four years that the election has 
been contested.

The Sophomore Class Council 
slate and Senior Class Council slate, 
both running uncontested, also par-
ticipated in the debates. Junior Class 
Council showed up, but upon realiz-
ing they were uncontested and were 
not required to be there, left and did 
not participate. 

The debates were moderated by 
junior Jodi Small, election com-
missioner for Student Union, who 
posed four or five questions to the 
candidates. Afterward, members of  
the audience were allowed to ask 
questions.

Both slates focused on new 
ideas that they would implement if  

elected.
Junior Emma Tyler, Elevate!’s 

candidate for president, talked about 
having different student groups 
come into the executive members’ 
office hours each week to discuss 
their feelings on SU and the campus 
as a whole. 

“[Student Union] is very good at 
reacting to events on campus but 
not as good at being proactive. We 
want to shift the focus to be more of  
a proactive focus,” Tyler said. “You 
don’t have to wait for a StudLife 
op-ed about gender-inclusive hous-
ing to come out. You can come to us 
to voice your opinion.” 

In order to make SU more acces-
sible to the general student body, 
Elevate! proposed the idea of phas-
ing out the slate system to make it 
easier for freshmen to get involved in 
student government without having 
to form a slate within the first two 
weeks of school.

Connection expressed its hope to 
create a more “connected” student 
body and campus and to make SU 
more accessible to the average stu-
dent. Connection Slate’s candidate 
for president, junior Will Ralls, said 
he feels SU lacks a personal relation 

BECKY PRAGER
NEWS EDITOR

Student Union debates 
draw negligible interest

SEE DEBATES, PAGE 2

AMERIBRAIN COMES TO CAMPUS

Synapse brought AmeriBrain, an inflatable exhibit advertised as “the world’s most realistic walk-through interactive 
brain experience,” to the University Monday for student education.

ZOE KLINE | STUDENT LIFE

SEE WUSTOCK, PAGE 2
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THURSDAY 27 
THUNDERSTORMS
62 / 42

FRIDAY 28
MOSTLY CLOUDY
59 / 40

SATURDAY 29
MOSTLY SUNNY
55 / 32

SUNDAY 30
SUNNY
67 / 48

March 21
Larceny— An unsecured bicycle was 
stolen from the rack near the south 
entrance of Crow Hall between 2 and 3:30 
p.m. The loss is valued at $410. 
Disposition: Pending

EVENT
CALENDAR

POLICE
BEAT

theflipside

SUp this week
  Part of a student group?  Want to be featured here?
Sign up under “reservations” at studentunion.wustl.edu or email pr@su.wustl.edu.

GOT AN 
OPINION OR 
IDEA? 

SU SENATE MEETINGS 
ARE OPEN TO 

EVERYONE.  
WEDNESDAYS 

AT 8:30 IN 
DUC 276 

RUN. 
  VOTE. 

    LEAD. 
Executive Office 

Class Council 
Senate 

Treasury 
Visit su.wustl.edu/vote through today 

at 5:00 p.m. to vote! 

THURSDAY 27
The Writing Center Workshop Series
Olin Library, ARC Presentation Room, 5 p.m.
“Improving Style: Writing for Clarity and 
Grace.” This workshop is open to the 
University community.

Jazz at Holmes Spring 2014 Concert Series
Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge, 8-10 p.m.
“Mwata Bowden, multi-reed instrumentalist.” 
Co-sponsored by University College and the 
Department of Music. The concert is free and 
open to the public. 

FRIDAY 28
ALAS Carnaval 2014
Mallinckrodt Center, Edison Theatre. 7:30 p.m.
Annual cultural show of the Association of 
Latin American Students, featuring dances 
and a skit. Also on Saturday at 3 and 7:30 
p.m.

Performing Arts Department—“Betrayal”
Mallinckrodt Center, A.E. Hotchner Studio 
Theatre, 8 p.m.
Harold Pinter’s 1978 masterpiece directed by 
Annamaria Pileggi.

SATURDAY 29
Ninth Annual African Film Festival—“Bone 
Shaker”
Brown Hall, Room 100, 7 p.m.
An African family, lost in America, travels 
to a Louisiana church to find a cure for its 
troubled child. The screening is free and 
open to the public.

Department of Music—Faculty Recital
560 Music Center, E. Desmond Lee Concert 
Hall, 7:30 p.m.
“An Evening of Brahms” with Amanda 
Kirkpartick, faculty piano recital. The recital 
is free and open to the public.

SUNDAY 30
Department of Music—Wind Ensemble 
Concert—Variety!
560 Music Center, E. Desmond Lee Concert 
Hall, 3 p.m.
Directed by Chris Becker. The concert is free 
and open to the public.

to the rest of campus.
To improve recruitment 

and retention, Connection 
proposed the idea of creating 
avenues other than the pre-ori-
entation program sponsored by 
SU as a means of getting stu-
dents involved early in the year. 

“I think the bigger issue is 
that one of the side effects of  
the pre-o is that it already sets 
up SU as an insular organiza-
tion,” Ralls said. “If  we want to 
recruit a more diverse popula-
tion, we have to do more than 
just the pre-o…a lot of this is 
changing the idea that there 
is a group of ‘SU people’ on 
campus.” 

When asked why they 
thought their slate is bet-
ter suited to lead SU than 
the opposition, the candi-
dates broke slightly from the 
mutual courtesy they had been 
maintaining. 

Ralls said that Elevate!’s 
experience with SU didn’t nec-
essarily make it more qualified.

“I think that there is a little 
bit of a contradiction that 
[there are] so many problems 
with SU, but they’re the SU 
slate saying, ‘Vote us in again,’” 

Ralls said. “We have enough 
SU experience, but we’re not 
the slate that’s going to keep 
doing business as usual.” 

Junior Nick Palermo, the 
incumbent vice president of  
finance and Elevate!’s can-
didate for the same position, 
responded to this by pointing 
out the pitfalls of having a slate 
member who has no prior SU 
experience.

“I had the experience this last 
year of running on a slate that 
had one person that was techni-
cally outside of SU…there is a 
large sentiment amongst mem-
bers of my slate that this person 
has largely failed at their role,” 
Palermo said. “I think it’s sort 
of difficult for people to come 
in without experience...we are 
the combination of the best 
people from all the different 
parts of SU that are currently 
looking to bring it to the next 
level.”

The Sophomore Class 
Council debate focused on how 
the slate, which currently sits as 
the Freshman Class Council, 
would transition into sopho-
more year.  Freshman Reid 
Petty, candidate for president 

of Sophomore Class Council, 
said the slate hopes to develop 
more programming inde-
pendent from the other class 
councils next year.

Three members of  
EmpoWUr Slate for Senior 
Class Council, Marli Komarek, 
Will Waldron and Chelsea 
Whitaker, rounded out the 
evening, answering questions 
about their ideas for Senior 
Week and how they plan to 
program.

“We want to keep the consis-
tency of great events that have 
a good turnout, but we want to 
make sure everything is afford-
able,” Komarek, the slate’s 
candidate for external vice 
president, said. “That’s one of  
the biggest things, making sure 
things are affordable and play-
ing to the diversity, including 
the socioeconomic diversity, of  
our senior class.”

Although most of the people 
who attended were involved 
in SU, a few attendees were 
merely observers. 

“I really was just here 
because I feel like there isn’t as 
much student involvement and 
excitement about SU as there 

should be, and this is the first 
time in years that there’s been 
a contested election, so I was 
curious to hear the two slate’s 
ideas for their SU exec,” senior 
Katie Stillman said.  

Tyler felt the debate went 
well but saw the lack of atten-
dance by non-SU students as 
representative of a greater prob-
lem within SU. 

“Student Union elec-
tions can’t be so poorly 
publicized that three outside 
students show up to the SU 
exec debates,” Tyler said. “The 
people running are going to be 
in control of the general bud-
get, and [only] two students 
came and asked questions, 
which is sad.” 

Following the debate, Ralls 
said he believed both slates 
performed well but was still 
confident in his own slate.

“I think both slates did a very 
good job of differentiating their 
vision,” Ralls said. “I stand by 
that our vision, which has been 
described as an outsider vision, 
is more representative of the 
student body—but no matter 
what, I’m going to support the 
administration that wins.”

DEBATES FROM PAGE 1

WUSTOCK FROM PAGE 1

LEAH KUCERA | STUDENT LIFE

Members of the Cincinnati-based band Walk the Moon perform at LouFest in September. The group will headline WUStock this weekend, 
along with COIN. 

CS40’s radar after students 
heard positive feedback about 
the band’s performance at 
LouFest in Forest Park last 
September, Peskin said.

They decided to pursue the 
band after a student survey 
late last fall confirmed student 
interest in the indie-pop group.

Though the event coincides 
with Carnaval, Peskin said that 
there are conflicts that occur 
every year and the timing of  
the event was chosen with 
respect to the band’s touring 
availability. 

Some students expressed 
confusion at some of the 
details of  the event.

“I’m a bit confused because 
I don’t really know much about 
the event, like what time it’s 
at or whether or not there are 
openers,” junior Sydney Kapp 
said. “I tried to check the web-
site and Facebook a few days 
ago and couldn’t find it, but 
that just might be because I was 
looking in the wrong places.”

Peskin said that she felt 
CS40 did a good amount of  
advertising, from making a 

promo video, a Facebook 
event, posters and a painted 
spot on the Underpass. 

“I really like how it’s on 
the 40, so I think that’s really 
accessible to other people,” she 
said. “I’m kind of  glad to see 
the band that’s there, especially 
given the sort of  genres that 
have been coming to campus 
as of  late. I like that it’s more 
of  a change to ‘indie’ and 
alternative rather than more 
mainstream.”

Senior Ryan Sasse also said 
he looked forward to the event 

but feels the location could be 
a problem.

“I think it’s a really excit-
ing event, and it brings a lot 
of  different types of  students 
together,” Sasse said. “I think 
being on the South 40 kind of  
ostracizes certain upperclass-
men students.”

“I haven’t seen them yet,” 
freshman Neil Stein said, 
“because they never come 
up north to the frozen waste-
lands of  [my home state of] 
Minnesota, so it’s going to be 
amazing!”

“I had the experience this 

last year of running on a 

slate that had one person 

that was technically 

outside of SU...there is a 

large sentiment amongst 

members of my slate that 

this person has largely 

failed at their role.”

- junior Nick Palermo, 

Elevate! candidate for vice 

president of finance
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Changes are coming to the 
SAT—but not, it seems, to 
the Washington University 
admissions process.

At the beginning of  
March, the College Board 
announced a variety of  
changes to the SAT as a 
response to criticisms from 
teachers, parents and stu-
dents. The changes include 
making the writing section 
optional, like on the SAT’s 
competitor, the ACT, in 
addition to a return to the 
1,600-point scale and vocab-
ulary questions that focus on 
more common words seen 
in school and workplaces. 
Julie Shimabukuro, director 
of  undergraduate admis-
sions, believes the changes 
will not substantially 
impact admissions because 
Washington University’s 
process is focused more 
on the rigor of  class sched-
ule and class performance. 
“The most important part 
of  an application is the 
academic record or tran-
script. We consider each 
student with respect to 
the high school, the size 
of  the school, whether 
they offer [Advanced 
Placement] or [International 
Baccalaureate],” 
Shimabukuro said. “We 
wanted to know if  the stu-
dent took the most rigorous 
schedule available that 
they can handle and if  they 
did well in those classes.” 
The College Board’s 
changes also attempt to 

level the playing field for 
students of  lower income 
by downplaying the effect 
of  potentially expensive test 
preparation classes, includ-
ing a future collaboration 
with Khan Academy to 
offer free test preparation 
videos accessible to anyone. 
“For the first time ever, all 
students who want to go 
to college can prepare for 
the SAT at their own pace, 
at absolutely no cost,” 
Salman Khan, founder of  
Khan Academy, said in a 
statement on his website. 
“Unlike other test prep, the 
resources on Khan Academy 
will be developed through 
a close collaboration with 
the authors of  the SAT 
themselves.”

Shimabukuro sug-
gested that the Office of  
Undergraduate Admissions 
appreciates the changes to 
simplify studying for the 
test and allow all students 
to perform at their best. 
“We’re in favor of  any 
change that makes 
standardized tests less 
burdensome, increases 
accessibility and affordabil-
ity for students,” she said. 
Shimabukuro is not con-
cerned with how the test 
will change the admis-
sions process since there 
will be similarities that 
Admissions has seen before. 
“We’ve operated before 
with the 1,600 SAT—the 
writing and essay will be 
optional as it is with the 
ACT,” Shimabukuro said. 
“Only time will tell to see 
how this test will differ from 

what it is currently and how 
it may differ from the ACT.” 
Shimabukuro’s final sug-
gestion for prospective 
students was to focus on 
challenging themselves in 
their coursework and devel-
oping good habits to ensure 
long-term performance. 
“Our advice to students is 
to stay focused on school. 
Standardized tests won’t 
help students perform in 
[General Chemistry], but 
working hard in class and 
developing good study 
habits will,” she said. 
Sophomore Varan Satchi 
appreciates the SAT’s 
changes to be more rel-
evant and try to reduce 
the performance gap 
related to family income. 
“The moves to make it a 
college prep exam is good 
since it’s supposed to test 
your preparedness for col-
lege,” Satchi said. “I like 
how they’re partnering with 
Khan Academy since I think 
it’s a cool resource. A huge 
issue with the SAT is that 
wealthier kids get a huge 
advantage by spending hun-
dreds of  dollars for books.” 
Sophomore Jonathan Cohen 
decided the ACT was a bet-
ter fit for him when he was 
in high school and also sup-
ports leveling the playing 
field for SAT performance. 
“I only took the SAT once; I 
took the ACT and did better 
on that,” Cohen said. “From 
my perspective, [the SAT 
changes] probably make 
it a bit easier to prepare. 
My tutor certainly wasn’t 
cheap—for people who can’t 

RICHARD MATUS
STAFF REPORTER

Changes coming to 2016 SAT exam to have minimal effect 
on prospective students, according to admissions office

so it’s innately a one-way con-
versation essentially, we’re 
incorporating the student 
voice,” You said. “We had 
an online survey for student-
submitted questions. We’re 
dedicating a part of the time for 
student responses during the 
event, so going back to stimu-
lating a dialogue...we’re going 
into it as ‘let’s all discuss what’s 
going on here and look into the 
representations of racism.’”

At the panel, discussion 

topics included the definition 
of political correctness, its use-
fulness in conversations about 
sensitive topics, political cor-
rectness in comedy, racism in 
the NFL and the potential for 
changes to the Washington 
University curriculum sur-
rounding cultural sensitivity.

Associate professor Garrett 
Duncan from the education 
department noted that he 
has only heard of two major 
groups of people who use the 

term “political correctness” 
on a regular basis: white males 
and people who have been edu-
cated by white males.

“A lot of cowards hide 
behind political correctness,” 
Duncan said.

Concerned with the defi-
nitional understanding of  
the term, assistant professor 
Andrew Knight from the Olin 
Business School stated that he 
felt that the debates surround-
ing the use of the term stem 

from too many contexts.
“It is debated so often 

because nobody knows what 
the hell it means,” Knight 
said. “We all have our own 
constructions of what political 
correctness is, and the concept 
is invoked in so many different 
contexts that it makes it very 
difficult for anyone to agree 
with.” 

“The main limitation and 
risk of an overly heavy empha-
sis on political correctness 

is that it oftentimes leads to 
primarily surface-level discus-
sions. I see this in the classroom 
all the time. People are very 
afraid to engage with issues 
of racism or sexism because 
people aren’t sure of what is 
fair game, what is politically 
correct what is OK for me to 
say, and so instead of engaging 
in the conversation, withdraw,” 
he added. 

External vice president 
of ADPhi and junior Greg 

Rowsey was pleased with the 
event.

“I think that this is one of the 
first of this kind of event, and a 
lot of people have been talking 
about putting them on, so I’m 
happy that we took that step 
forward and I think there’s a 
lot of ways to improve the lay-
out or how to get more people 
out, but I’m really happy with 
the turnout and the reactions 
people had,” Rowsey said.

PANEL FROM PAGE 1

BECCA CHRISTMAN | STUDENT LIFE

STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE

Assistant professor Andrew Knight from the Olin Business School answers a question during the Alpha Delta Phi and Social Justice Center panel on racism and political correctness in conversation and the 
media. According to Knight, the term “political correctness” is problematic because it is used in too many contexts.
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With graduation weeks 
away, members of  the 
Washington University 
community are working to 
educate students stepping 
into the real world about 
money smarts.

From Saturday, April 5 
through Saturday, April 
12, the Olin Library will 
be hosting an event called 
Money Smart Week, part 
of  an ongoing campaign 
meant to raise public aware-
ness about financial literacy 
and to educate both stu-
dents and residents of  the 
local St. Louis area about 
other financial matters. 

The event is sponsored 
by the Federal Reserve 
Bank of  St. Louis, which 
is working in conjunction 
with libraries in all St. 
Louis regions, not just Olin 
Library. At each location 
there will be unique events 
occurring with different 
speakers discussing a vari-
ety of  financial topics, and 
all events will be open to 
the public.

Wash. U. Treasurer and 
Associate Vice Chancellor 
for Finance Amy Kweskin 
was at the center of  the 
effort to coordinate the on-
campus event. She hopes 
educate students about key 
financial matters early on in 
their adulthood. 

Many of  the events 
throughout the week 
will focus on educating 

attendees about matters 
that are applicable to those 
enrolled at Wash. U., such 
as student and parent 
loans.

The highlight of  Wash. 
U.’s Money Smart Week 
will be a pizza party hosted 
by Olin Library on April 8 
at 6 p.m. The open event 
will be for students who 
wish to learn more about 
the Federal Reserve Bank 
and tips for being finan-
cially responsible, featuring 
two speakers.

The first speaker will 
be Adi Redzic, director of  
the iOme Challenge—a 
financial education move-
ment—who will speak 
about the importance of  
every individual 
being financially 
responsible. 
The moti-

vational speaker will 
recount his personal jour-
ney coming to the United 
States with less than $300 
to his success as an entre-
preneur, highlighting the 
ways in which he survived 
on very limited funds.

The second speaker will 
be Andrew Meyer of  the 
Federal Reserve Bank of  
St. Louis who will speak 
about credit, answering 
questions about the dif-
ference between good and 
bad credit, how to check 
your credit score and how 
to improve your 
credit.

Looking forward, 
Kweskin wants the 
union between the 
University’s treasury 
department and the 
library to remain year-
round instead of  coming 
together once a year for 
a week-long event.

“Our hope is that we 
can continue this effort 
and utilize the library 
as a focal point where 
we can keep [financial] 
information current for 
students if  they want to 
get literature on finan-
cial things,” Kweskin 

said.

CLAUDIA VAUGHAN
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR

MONEY SMART WEEK TO PROMOTE FISCAL LITERACY

Do you know the difference between  
the correct usage of  

their, there, and they’re? 

Cell: (314) 346-4378 

E-mail: shl.teach@

gmail.com

You, before Sara’s help trying to proofread your paper.

You, after Sara’s expert help, 

celebrating your good grade.

✓ term papers
 ✓ theses 
 ✓ dissertations

I do! 
Keep your sanity and let Sara 

Lappi Proofreading Services do 

all the work! With over 15 years 

experience as a professional 

proofreader, Sara provides you 

with accurate, timely, and com-

petitively priced services. Sara 

holds a B.A. in Psychology as 

well as an M.A. in Teaching 

English to Speakers of  Other 

Languages. She will work with 

you using your preferred style!

BECCA CHRISTMAN | STUDENT LIFE

ON CAMPUS NOW

BIGGER.BOLDER.RACIER.

AND YOU THOUGHT 
‘MASTERS OF SEX’ 
WAS SCANDALOUS. 

SO SHOCKING YOU WON’T BELIEVE IT. 
COMING THIS TUESDAY. 
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W
hen asked 
what they 
think 
is the 

most evil corporation in 
the world, many people 
immediately point to our 
very own Monsanto, a 
company which even has 
its name on a building 
on our campus. Amid 
growing support for 
organic agriculture, bio-
tech companies such as 
Monsanto face a growing 
resentment, fueled by a 
public distrust of  science. 
This distrust appears 

everywhere, from the 
anti-vaccine movement 
to climate change denial 
to homeopathic medi-
cine. A growing number 
of  scientific disciplines 
face a difficult challenge: 
explaining themselves to 
an audience that learns its 
science from blogs, Reddit 
and Huffington Post. 
Biologists are increasingly 
puzzled at the public’s 
lack of  understanding of  
critical issues like genetic 
engineering.

Why don’t people 
trust genetically engi-
neered foods? A review 
by researchers at the 
University of  Perugia 

found 1,783 studies 
affirming that geneti-
cally modified (GM) 
foods pose no threat 
to the environment or 
human health (Nicolia 
et. al. 2013). They could 
not find a single peer-
reviewed study that stated 
otherwise. However, this 
massive consensus among 
scientists is not shared by 
the public (an ABC poll 
found that 52 percent of  
the public believes that 
GM crops are unsafe). 
Sensationalist journal-
ism has convinced the 
public that genetically 
modified foods can cause 
cancer, autism or even 

birth defects. Not a single 
peer-reviewed study sup-
ports any of  these claims. 
Instead, scientists like 
Norman Borlaug point 
out that organic agricul-
ture can feed a maximum 
of  4 billion people and 
its implementation 
worldwide would require 
massive deforestation.

Even when aware of  
this consensus, many 
people dismiss it, claim-
ing that the studies in 
question were funded by 
biotech companies (in 
reality, only a select few 
were). The same crowd 
that gladly accepts the 
overwhelming consensus 

on climate change imme-
diately changes its tune 
upon exposure to similar 
evidence about geneti-
cally modified organisms. 
Monsanto, through 
questionable business 
practices, has uninten-
tionally convinced people 
that genetic engineering 
of  any kind is harmful.  
This disconnection 
between scientists and 
the public illustrates the 
need for young scientists 
to work harder to reach 
out to their constituents. 
Their audience is no 
longer fellow researchers. 
In order to inform the 
populace scientists need 

to be able to promote 
and explain their work 
to non-scientists. This is 
the goal of  FameLab, an 
international competition 
of  science ambassadors 
meant to promote sci-
ence worldwide. Science 
doesn’t have to be dull 
and inaccessible, accord-
ing to the project’s 
founders. It is the respon-
sibility of  scientists to 
communicate their work 
to the world in a way that 
inspires people to let them 
continue it. If  scientists 
fail to do so, there will be 
disastrous consequences 
for human health and the 
environment.

J
ust last week, Fred 
Phelps—the infa-
mous leader of  the 
Westboro Baptist 

Church—finally kicked it 
after a long struggle with 
personal health issues 
and America’s heathens. 
As the face of  an orga-
nization best known for 
picketing the funerals of  
gay soldiers and hate-
crime victims, it wasn’t 
particularly surprising to 
see a string of  Facebook 
groups and Reddit com-
ments calling for others 

to picket Phelps’ own 
funeral in what would 
surely have been an epic 
display of  Kony-2012-
level slacktivism. Think 
of  the hilarious irony. 

Unfortunately, if  that 
idea excites you, I have 
some bad news. First, 
Fred Phelps died a week 
ago—if  a funeral had 
been planned, it would 
have happened already. 
Second, no funeral was 
planned anyway (accord-
ing to Phelps’ daughter, 
the Westboro Baptist 
Church does not “worship 
the dead”), so…sorry. 
Third, assuming there 

were a funeral, the deci-
sion to picket it would be 
a really bad idea.

Here’s the thing about 
the Westboro Baptist 
Church: nobody takes 
it seriously, or at least 
nobody ought take it seri-
ously. Possibly (probably) 
not even its members. No 
relatively decent person 
would advocate for the 
picketing of  a gay sol-
dier’s funeral—that’s just 
ridiculous. I grew up in a 
pretty conservative town 
where it was rare to hear 
anybody speak in favor of  
legalizing gay marriage—
still, I don’t think I’ve 

ever heard anybody say 
that the Westboro Baptist 
Church is anything less 
than despicable.

The fact that the 
name “Westboro Baptist 
Church” holds any sig-
nificance in our American 
lexicon is a testament to 
the success of  the institu-
tion: rather than simply 
being brushed off  as a 
church of  lunatics, people 
see and talk about the 
ludicrous demonstra-
tions the church puts 
on and continue to get 
angry about them. The 
more people talk about 
the church, the more 

publicity it gets—pub-
licity, not some twisted 
definition of  “the Lord’s 
work,” is what keeps the 
organization relevant.

Is it sick and disgust-
ing to protest a funeral 
regardless of  the reason-
ing behind the protest 
itself ? Of  course it is, and 
the actions of  Westboro 
and, by extension, the 
late Fred Phelps should 
in no way be condoned. 
The best way to ensure 
that this institution fails 
to continue spewing 
hate after the founder’s 
death, however, is not 
to publicly “stick it” to 

the organization as some 
vigilante redistribution of  
karma. The best way to 
ensure that the dead stay 
dead is to stop talking 
about them.

Perhaps the fact that 
I’m writing this column 
in the first place com-
pletely contradicts that 
point, but I’ve seen far 
too many people get their 
angry mouths hooked on 
Westboro’s bait. If  you 
really want to lay Phelps 
and his legacy to rest once 
and for all, keep your 
voices down a bit—we 
wouldn’t want the guy to 
wake up again.

EVAN WITT
CLASS OF 2016

SARAH HANDS
STAFF WRITER

Let’s talk about not talking about Fred Phelps

In defense of biotechnology

STAFF EDITORIAL

OP-ED SUBMISSION

R
esidential Life 
has spent the 
past few months 
pushing rising 

upperclassmen to live in 
the newly constructed Lofts 
of  Washington University. 
With Round 2 housing 
decisions released last 
week, a number of  students 
have been assigned to the 
newest University apart-
ments—whether their first 
choice or not—for housing 
next year.

The Lofts provide resi-
dents with the most modern 
amenities, yet Parking & 
Transportation Services 
doesn’t appear to be holding 
up its end of  the bargain.

Students living in the 

Lofts will have to purchase 
a permit specifically to park 
in garage below their apart-
ments, essentially charging 
those who want to have a 
car at school extra money 
on top of  the already exor-
bitant price tag of  the Lofts 
themselves. Comparatively, 
students living in other 
off-campus apartments such 
as Greenway enjoy free 
parking at their place of  
residence.

Exacerbating the prob-
lem for Lofts residents is 
Parking & Transportation’s 
one-pass-per-person rule. 
Currently, students can only 
hold a single parking permit 
at a time, from which we 
can deduce that Lofts 

residents will be unable to 
park on campus because 
they will have to purchase a 
Lofts parking pass. Again, 
students living in places 
such as Greenway can 
buy an on-campus yellow 
permit, setting an unequal 
standard for University-
owned off-campus parking 
options.

The Lofts are located at 
least a 15-minute walk from 
main campus, so it would 
make sense to allow their 
residents to drive to class. 
Alternatives include the 
Green Line public bus and 
planned shuttle between 
campus and the Lofts, but it 
remains to be seen how the 
current infrastructure will 

hold up with the influx of  
500 students all needing to 
get to campus at the same 
time. Anyone who’s tried to 
find room on the Campus 
Circulator from the South 
40 in the morning knows 
how hard it is for busing 
to work efficiently at peak 
class hours.

The Lofts parking issue is 
indicative of  a larger, grow-
ing problem with parking at 
the University.

Students can only buy 
certain permits based on 
where they live—residents 
of  the South 40 and North 
Side, for instance, can only 
hold brown or blue passes, 
respectively, which don’t 
allow parking elsewhere on 

campus before 5:30 p.m. 
These students are spending 
more than $500 on a park-
ing pass but are not being 
allowed to actually park on 
the central hub of  campus, 
and people living in those 
areas don’t even have the 
option of  buying a yellow 
or red on-campus permit. 
Parking permits are already 
excessively expensive—why 
not afford students more 
flexibility in their parking 
options?

Parking spaces are 
quickly disappearing, too, 
due to construction projects 
such as the new Brown 
School of  Social Work 
building or the planned 
engineering complex 

beyond Brookings’ steps. 
We’re all for an increased 
emphasis on sustainabil-
ity on campus through 
measures such as increased 
biking and Car-Free Month, 
but limiting students’ flex-
ibility and creating unequal 
distinctions based on where 
students live isn’t the right 
way to go about creating 
a greener campus. The 
University needs to accept 
that students want and 
sometimes need parking 
on campus.  Increasing 
the price of  parking and 
making it more difficult 
for students and faculty to 
find it does not reduce the 
demand—it just makes our 
lives more difficult.

BECCA CHRISTMAN | STUDENT LIFE

Lofts parking problems indicative of campus-wide problem
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Shakira’s 10th studio album, 
“Shakira,” was released last week. 
This is her first English album since 
“She Wolf ” in 2009, although she 
also released “Sale el Sol” in 2010 
in Spanish. The eponymous album 
features many different sounds, as 
Shakira experiments with different 
styles including reggae, rock and folk, 
as well as styles she’s more used to, 
like pop, dance and acoustic. The songs 
included in the album show off  the 
range in Shakira’s talent and abilities as 
a musician. 

“Dare (La La La),” the final name of  
a track initially reported to be “Truth or 
Dare,” leads the album with a worldly 
sound. It begins reminiscent of  “Waka 
Waka (This Time for Africa),” yet 
quickly transitions to the kind of  club 
beat that pop listeners are more used to 
in Shakira’s music. 

“Empire” has a dreamy and powerful 
feeling and showcases Shakira’s unique 
vocal qualities. The song was also 
recently released in promotion for the 
album’s preorder. “Empire” is a stand-
out track on the album, taking Shakira’s 
typical style back towards rock, like 
some of  her early music.

“Shakira” also features some cool col-
laborations. Shakira worked with Blake 
Shelton, a co-coach on NBC’s “The 
Voice,” to make “Medicine,” a cool 
country/pop/ballad crossover piece. In 
commentary released with the album 
online, Shakira says that the track had 
eight other versions before the album 
was finished. The song sounds familiar 
but the lyrics are a nice surprise. 

The album’s lead single, “Can’t 
Remember to Forget You,” a col-
laboration with Rihanna, entered 
the Billboard Hot 100 at number 28, 
Shakira’s highest-debuting track in the 
U.S. to date. The song is sensual and 
pop-based, which helped to broaden 
its appeal. The album also includes 
a Spanish version of  the song, titled 
“Nunca Me Acuerdo de Olvidarte,” 
which sounds just as great as the origi-
nal, a la “She Wolf ” and “Loba” of  her 
last English release.

Though “Shakira” isn’t a concept 
album, many of  the songs are about 
love. “Broken Record” and “23” are 
very clearly personal songs for Shakira; 
they have more narrative than other 
tracks on the album and feature a more 
prominent acoustic sound. 

Perhaps the biggest surprise of  the 
album, however, is “You Don’t Care 
About Me.” Almost an anti-love song, 
Shakira experiments with a more metal-
lic and self-described “alternative” 
sound. As a nice contrast to the rest of  
the album, “You Don’t Care About Me” 
is a refreshing choice as the weather 
warms up outside and you’re looking 
for a cool new tune. 

“Shakira” has plenty to offer, and, 
given the artist’s popularity on “The 
Voice,” the album is almost guaranteed 
to be a hit.

Comprised of  14 dancers, ranging 
from freshmen to seniors, perform-
ing a high-energy combination of  
Latin movements, from sharp turns to 
hip swings, WUSauce is Washington 
University’s preeminent salsa dancing 
club. The group was formed eight years 
ago, and since then, it has grown in 
popularity and developed into a diverse 
collection of  students across ages, 
majors and cultural backgrounds.  

Salsa dancing is a multicultural 
conglomeration, drawing from ele-
ments of  Son cubano, which blends 
Spanish troubadour music with African 
drumbeats, as well as African rumbas 
like Guaguanco and Pachango and 
American dance styles like swing and 
hustle. The name “salsa” actually 
originated in New York in the 1970s, 
possibly in reference to the Latin 
American sauce comprised of  many 
different and varying ingredients. The 
type of  salsa most often performed by 
WUSauce is called “rueda de casino” 
and consists of  pairs of  dancers in a 
circle performing moves as they are 
called by a “lider,” or leader. This 
allows WUSauce dancers to perform in 
various venues throughout the year at 
little notice, because the dancers know 
the set movements and can follow the 
caller as he improvises a combination.

Tryouts for WUSauce occur each 

fall and are open to the entire student 
body. While many of  the girls selected 
for the team have dance experience, 
most of  the guys do not and only a 
couple students currently on the team 
have prior salsa experience.

Choreographer and senior Jake 
Strang explained, “you really don’t 

have to have any idea of  what you’re 
doing. Just show up and have fun 
because tryouts are really a big lesson. 
If  you don’t make it on the team, then 
you got a free dance lesson!”

WUSauce also holds lessons open 

ERICA SLOAN
STAFF REPORTER

ALBUM REVIEW

‘Shakira’
by Shakira

for fans of
Enrique Iglesias, Britney Spears, 

Nelly Furtado

singles to download
‘You Don’t Care About Me,’ ‘Empire’ 

and ‘Dare (La La La)’

CAROLINE GUTBEZAHL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

‘So much subtext and 
quintessentially British’:

A Q&A with the 
cast of ‘Betrayal’

The Performing Arts Department (PAD) production of  the classic Harold Pinter drama 
“Betrayal” opens Thursday, March 27. Student Life recently sat down with the cast, featuring Sarah 
Palay as Emma Downs, Charles Morris as Robert Downs and Connor McEvoy as Jerry, for a short 
discussion on what we can expect from their production.

Student Life: So this is each of your last PAD shows. How are your emotions going 
into opening night? 

Sarah Palay: I’ve been thinking about that a lot this week. I don’t think it’ll hit me until we 
strike the show that this is my last show here. The PAD shows have kind of defined my time 
at Wash. U. and it’s hard because will I ever act again beyond this? I’m not really sure. It’s 
bittersweet. It’s a great show to end on, but it’s sad. Definitely sad.

Charles Morris: I didn’t start doing PAD shows until I was a junior, so this is only the third 

GEORGIE MORVIS
SENIOR BLOG EDITOR

SEE BETRAYAL, PAGE 7

Salsa & spice: Behind the scenes with WUSauce

WUSauce dancers dip dramatically during a Dance-Off routine in 2012. WUSauce has three 
major performances per year, for which its choreographers create special routines.

KASTYN MATHENEY | STUDENT LIFE

SEE WUSAUCE, PAGE 7



one I’ve ever been in. I guess 
it doesn’t even really feel like 
an ending, and I’m still getting 
accustomed to how they go. 
It’s super positive.

Connor McEvoy: I think 
this is my first second-semester 
production for the PAD, ever. I 
haven’t really thought about it. 
I’m sure it’ll hit late on Sunday 
night and I’ll realize what 
I’m going to miss out on in 
the future, but I haven’t really 
thought about it yet.

SL: How has work-
ing with such a small cast 
been, as opposed to a larger 
ensemble?

SP: It’s been really fun. 
They’re great to work with, 
and it’s the first very small cast 
I’ve worked with. Another 
play I was in, “Anatol,” was 
small because [each actor] 
only interacted individually 
with [the character of] Anatol.  
It’s nice because we’re all 
pretty much in the whole 
show and it’s cool to have a 
show where you get to really 
experience every part of it. 
There’s something to be said 
about having a huge cast in 
a musical and that’s fun and 
exciting and very collabora-
tive, but [“Betrayal”] is very 
intimate.

Charles Morris: It’s almost 
even smaller than three people 
cause most of the scenes are 
just two of us. We were all 
in Acting III together, so it 
almost feels like a natural 
progression of that.

Connor McEvoy: Well it 
let us hit the ground running 
‘cause we all knew each other 
and there were so few of us. 
It let us go in really quickly 
and get up off our feet almost 
immediately cause we have 
all acted together previously, 
whether in productions or in 
classes, and so there was no 
real learning curve between us.

SL: So Sarah, you recently 
directed a thesis project that 
Charles acted in. How was 
collaborating with him as an 
actor versus as a director giv-
ing direction to an actor?

[Sarah and Charles both 
laugh]

Charles Morris: [joking] 
I’m actually curious about her 
answer. 

SP: I’ll speak to the thesis 
end of it. It’s a very odd expe-
rience to direct your peers. It’s 
just strange because...I loved 
doing it, and having actors 
that were super responsive to 
my suggestions and thoughts 
and having them create my 
vision. But it’s extremely hard 
to have that hierarchy when 
that hierarchy shouldn’t exist, 
so that was a totally different 
relationship than just acting 
together. I liked acting [with 
Charles] better than directing 
him. He’s a very talented actor 
and it was a pleasure to direct 
him, but it’s more fun to act 
with your peers. 

SL: Charles, do you have 
anything to add?

Charles Morris: Not really. 
Sarah was super qualified for 
what she was doing and did 
a great job and I had a great 
time.

SL: How does being in a 
Pinter play compare with 
your past PAD experiences?

SP: It’s so hard. It’s a very 
different beast. We worked 
on Pinter in Acting III, so 
we sort of had an introduc-
tion to Pinter. But it’s so 
conversational and reading 
it on the page is so different 
from acting it with each other. 
There’s so much subtext and 
it’s quintessentially British. 
Which is difficult ‘cause we’re 
not British.

Charles Morris: Painfully 
not.

Connor McEvoy: [in a 
British accent] What are you 
talking about?

[laughter]
Connor McEvoy: I’ve just 

been watching reruns of Mr. 
Bean to make sure I’m up on 
my English accent. 

Charles Morris: That defi-
nitely explains it.

Connor McEvoy: [joking] 
The only words I can say are 
Mr. and Bean.

Charles Morris: Along with 
what Sarah said, it’s kind of  
deceptive. If you just read the 
scene straight out it seems like 
nothing crazy happens, but 
then once you’ve done all the 
work on it, weeks and weeks 
of work on it, we know that 
just under the surface these 
characters are falling apart.

Connor McEvoy: It’s much 
more pent up than my last 
collaboration with our director 
[Annamaria Pileggi], “Curse 
of the Starving Class,” a Sam 
Shepherd play. There’s a lot 
less outright emotion and less 
obvious emotion. They seem 
a little bit more awkward, and 
rooms you just don’t want to 
go into. You can cut the ten-
sion with a knife.

SL: Going along with 
what Connor said earlier, 
how have the accents been 
going? Have they been more 
difficult or less difficult than 
other accents you’ve had to 
do for the PAD?

Charles Morris: First of all, 
I’m the worst at the accents 
out of us three.

SP: That’s false.
Charles Morris: And I even 

did a British accent in “The 
Night Season,” and redoing 
it now is making me realize 
how bad I was at it then, but 
we’ve all gotten a lot better. 
Jeffery [Matthews] has come 
and helped us. [Pileggi] has 
helped us. 

SP: It’s difficult for me 
because there are certain 
sounds we don’t make. But 
I’ve found in the accent work 
that I’ve done that it helps to 
just embrace it totally, cause 
I’ve had a temptation to be 
like, I sound so stupid doing a 
British accent and draw back 
from it, but as our director 
would say, just lean into it. 
And just embrace it because it 
fuels the text and the intention.

Connor McEvoy: It’s an 
accent that one starts out more 
familiar with, like I’m more 
familiar with a British accent 
than I am with an Italian 
accent, but it’s a matter of the 
very small pieces. Sometimes 
on television you see Brits try 
to talk with an “American” 
accent, there are very small 
things that they don’t get right 
that you wouldn’t hear unless 
you grew up speaking in that 
accent. The trick is just figur-
ing out those small things that 
our ears aren’t trained to hear. 
Which is why I watched a lot 
of Monty Python and Mr. 
Bean to prepare.

SL: Did anyone else watch 
movies to help train your 
accent?

Charles Morris: Bill 
Whitaker [who directed “The 
Night Season”] told me to 
watch Jeremy Irons cause 
he has a really great British 
accent. But the only video I 
could find was of him talking 
about the death penalty in 
this ad, so I swear to God, 
I’ve watched Jeremy Irons 
talk about how bad the death 
penalty is like 600 times.

[laughter]
SP: I watch “Downton 

Abbey” and “Love Actually.”
Connor McEvoy: That has 

Mr. Bean!
SP: No it doesn’t!

SL: Yeah it does, he’s the 
guy in the store who—

Connor McEvoy: He’s not 
Mr. Bean.

SP: Oh, he’s the guy who 
wraps the present.

SL: Last question. If you 
could switch roles with one 
other cast member, who 
would it be?

Connor McEvoy: Joe! 
[Joe Holley plays a small 

role as a waiter.]
SP: Would either of  you 

switch with me? Would 
either of  you want to be 
Emma?

Charles Morris: No, I’d 
probably want to be Joe too.

SP: I’m really content 
with Emma. But I think 
both male roles would be 
really fun. Robert would be 
fun because he’s a passive-
aggressive a--hole.

Charles Morris: Yeah, 
Robert is a bit of a loose 
cannon. [Pileggi] is always 
telling me, just imagine what 
it would be like to throttle 
her right now and it’s like, 
oh, OK, now I have these 
thoughts bouncing around in 
my head.

SP: He gets to be angry, 
which is always fun. 

Charles Morris: But [Emma 
and Jerry] get to hook up.

SP: That’s true.
Connor McEvoy: So do 

[Emma and Robert]. It’s the 
first kiss in the play!

Charles Morris: It’s got 
nothing on what you do.

SP: Jerry would be fun 
because he’s delightful.

Charles Morris: He’s got 
style.

Connor McEvoy: And you 
get to have a beard.

SP: And I get to have a 
beard. And I think he’s a nice 
guy. 

to all students each 
Sunday from 2–3 p.m. 
in Danforth University 
Center 276 as well 
as socials once each 
semester. Dancers on 
WUSauce often go 
together to Atomic 
Cowboy, a local club that 
has open salsa dancing 
each Sunday.

Choreographer and 
senior Imani Naya 
McKenzie said, “I actu-
ally decided to try out 
after my WUSA got on 
the team my freshman 
year and seemed really 
excited about it. She used 
to take me to the socials, 
where there is a lesson 
for the first half-hour and 
then open social dancing 
for the next hour. It is a 
ton of  fun and you get to 
meet people from all over 
campus.”

WUSauce has three 
major events each year, 
for which the choreogra-
phers prepare advanced 
routines, in addition to 
performances during ori-
entation, Multicultural 
Weekend and scholarship 
finalists’ weekend. The 
dancers’ usual rehearsal 
schedule of  two hours 
twice a week is increased 
in preparation for these 
performances, which 
include Dance Marathon 
in November, a college 
salsa dance competition 
in Chicago in February 
and Dance-Off  in April, 
for which WUSauce is 
currently preparing.

“Dance-Off  is our 
biggest event of  the year, 
coming up on April 4. 
It’s a dance competi-
tion open to all dance 

groups on campus. We 
have eight slots open 
and fill them on a first-
come, first-serve basis, 
trying to keep a good 
mix of  different styles. 
We also usually bring a 
group from outside of  
Wash. U. This year it is 
a hip-hop group from 
St. Louis University 
called XQuizit. We host 
the show and close it 
with a number that we 
have been rehearsing,” 
McKenzie said.

Dancer and sophomore 
Marina Mai said of  her 
first year on WUSauce, 
“Coming from a bal-
let background, it is 
definitely something dif-
ferent. I do feel though, 
as newbies, that we have 
had a lot of  separate 
rehearsals to get us up to 
par with the rest of  the 
team.”

In addition to 
WUSauce’s rehearsals, 
two members are cho-
reographers for salsa in 
this weekend’s Carnaval 
performances, while 
several other dancers are 
participating in other 
sections of  Carnaval, 
including West African 
and Flamenco.

Summing up her 
experience in WUSauce 
over the past three years, 
McKenzie said, “It is 
definitely my favorite 
thing I’ve done at Wash. 
U. It started out just as a 
stress reliever. I used to 
dance in high school, but 
I wanted something dif-
ferent. I’ve become very 
close with a lot of  people 
on WUSauce and we 
really are a little family.”
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So huge and spectacularly 
funny it had to be divided 
into two performances, the 
Pandamonium Improv 
Festival, hosted and created 
by Washington University’s 
K.A.R.L. Improv, returns on 
Saturday to once again shake 
up the collegiate improvisa-
tional world as we know it.

At Pandamonium, improv 
teams from around the coun-
try, including Washington 
University’s own K.A.R.L., 
Suspicious of Whistlers and 
Mama’s Pot Roast, are divided 
up and mixed into all-new 
teams. After practicing all day 
under the guidance of profes-
sional improvisers, these teams 
perform together in a show 
that promises to be a seriously 
good time.

Stemming from a “pan-
demonium” game K.A.R.L. 
members created years ago, in 
which improvisers could use 
rules from different improv 

games, the festival is all about 
switching things up and trying 
something new. 

“We liked the idea of  
making a festival that was 
‘improv for improvisers’—a 
chance to explore new styles 
of improv and get to know 
people with similar interests 
from other schools,” K.A.R.L. 
co-president and senior Kate 
Drummond said.  

While Pandamonium is one 
of the Midwest’s largest, oldest 
and certainly most unique 
improvisation festivals, it isn’t 
the only one. The other festi-
vals that K.A.R.L improvisers 
had attended, like St. Louis 
Improv for Charity Festival, 
So iLL Comedy Festival 
in Carbondale, Ill. and the 
College Improv Tournament 
they began attending in 2012 
helped inspire the creation of  
Pandamonium and helped 
form connections and friend-
ships that make these events so 
enjoyable. 

“I’m most excited about 
hanging out again with the 

friends I made during last 
year’s Pandamonium,” 
K.A.R.L. improviser and 
sophomore Dera Ikeme said. 

These festivals help foster 
relationships among collegiate 
and professional improvis-
ers, and the products speak 
for themselves. When three 
members of K.A.R.L decided 
to attend the University 
of Missouri’s COMOtion 
Improv Festival over spring 
break, they needed a few more 
members to create a full team, 
so they “joined with four 
members of the [Kansas State 
University] team and per-
formed together,” Drummond 
said.

“In those 20 minutes 
alone,” Drummond said, “I 
learned a ton about myself  
as an improviser—what my 
defaults are and where my 
strengths are. Playing with 
new people lets you explore 
new possibilities.”

Ikeme also expressed 
enthusiasm when it came 
to festivals, especially 

Pandamonium. “We all tried 
things we normally would not 
have done, perhaps because 
we were performing with 
people we normally wouldn’t 
be improvising with,” she said 
of last year’s experience.

New people, new possibili-
ties. These relationships and 
experiences really thrive at 
the Pandamonium Improv 
Festival, and connections will 
continue to be made as the fes-
tival continues expanding. Its 
growth, after all, is the num-
ber-one way Pandamonium 
has changed since its inception 
two years ago. What started 
out as a small festival bringing 
ten non-Wash. U. improvisers 
from Mizzou and Vanderbilt 
has exploded into a full-
scale festival, bringing teams 
from six universities and 
62 non-Wash. U. improvis-
ers, including all three of  
Washington University’s own 
improv teams. Because the 
festival has grown so much, 
the final show will be two 
shows this year, 6:30 p.m. and 

8:30 p.m., in order to accom-
modate all of the teams that 
will be performing.  

Pandamonium also features 
two professional headlining 
teams: Octavarius, a team 
from Chicago, and Switch 
Committee, another up-and-
coming team from Chicago. 
These performers will serve as 
coaches, along with coaches 
from St. Louis’s own Improv 
Shop, for the improvisers 

throughout the day and per-
form in the shows that night. 
These headliners will also lead 
workshops for the Wash. U. 
community on Saturday at 11 
a.m. and 2:30 p.m. 

The two shows will be 
completely different and 
completely free. Don’t miss 
out on seeing these fantastic 
shows this Saturday, March 29 
at 6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. in 
Bowles Plaza.

ELENA WANDZILAK
TV EDITOR

The Pandamonium is back:  K.A.R.L.’s collaborative 
Pandamonium Improv Festival returns for two shows

Karl Improv performs at the College Improv Tournament in Kan-
sas City. From left: Alex Antrum, Jessie Joseph, Kate Drummond, 
Will Jacobs, Jed Jackoway.
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Great athletes are known 
for not only their physical 
ability but also their passion 
and desire to overcome chal-
lenges. For the Washington 
University swimming team, 
junior Sara Taege’s embodi-
ment of  these traits has 
made her a great collegiate 
swimmer.

Helping the women’s 
team score 134 points, the 
fifth-highest total in school 
history, and place eighth at 
this year’s NCAA Division 
III Championships, Taege 
clinched three All-American 
honors as she finished sixth 
in the women’s 400-yard 
individual medley and eighth 
in the 500 free and contrib-
uted to a ninth-place finish 

in the 400 medley relay and 
a 13th-place finish in the 200 
free relay. According to head 
coach Brad Shively, expec-
tations for Taege have been 
high since she joined the 
Bears.

Taege “was a good swim-
mer out of  high school…and 
she was recruited by a lot of  
good programs. We knew 
she was going to be a good 
swimmer,” Shively said. “We 
were lucky enough to have 
her decide that Washington 
University and this swim-
ming program were for her.”

Majoring in Philosophy-
Neuroscience-Psychology as 
a pre-medical school student, 
Taege has spent so much of  
her life in the water that 
she struggles to remember 
precisely when she started 
swimming. But once she 

started, she fell in love with 
the sport. 

“There’s a special aspect 
of  being able to escape from 
everything and just go into 
that water and compete and 
race where nothing else mat-
ters. It means a lot to me and 
I think that’s my motiva-
tion,” Taege said. “It’s more 
than just swimming. It’s part 
of  who I am. Each day, I go 
and enjoy it. I love to race 
and compete and I thrive 
off  that…[Swimming] has 
become so ingrained in me 
that I can’t imagine going 
without it.”

But before she even had a 
chance to swim a single lap 
for the Red and Green, her 
dream of  racing at the 2012 
national championships was 
almost put on hold. A week 
before orientation, Taege 

suffered a knee injury so 
severe that the possibility of  
sitting out her entire fresh-
man year seemed imminent.

“I went through orienta-
tion on crutches. I had to 
crutch all over campus,” she 
said. “Basically, I had to go 
through physical therapy 
every day. I was in the water 
when I could be, not kick-
ing—I would just have to 
pull.”

While physical therapy 
can be a challenging, gruel-
ing and lengthy process filled 
with doubts and uncertainty, 
Taege was determined to 
return to the pool faster and 
stronger as quickly as possi-
ble. Her hard work and focus 
paid off  as she attended 
the University Athletic 
Association Championships 
and set a school record in 

the 200 butterfly. Taege 
was also the only swimmer 
from the women’s side to 
qualify for the Division III 
Championships that season.

“I came in and always 
said I wanted to qualify 
for nationals, but when I 
was injured, I didn’t think 
I would be able to,” Taege 
said. “But I pushed through 
it, and I think the greatest 
moment [in my entire swim-
ming career] was when I 
qualified for nationals.” 

Taege walked away from 
the final meet of  her fresh-
man season having earned 
All-American honors with 
two top-seven finishes in 
both the 500 freestyle and the 
400 individual medley.  

“She is a very competi-
tive young woman,” Shively 
said. “That’s probably one 

of  the things that stands 
out the most. When we put 
her in a pressure situation, 
that’s when she’s at her best. 
She has a very strong will to 
win.” 

Her competitive drive has 
led Taege to new heights. 
Relentless in her desire to 
improve, Taege has polished 
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Healthy Food

Free Wi-Fi

 Great beer & 
cocktail selection

www.HandleBarSTl.com  
4127 Manchester 63110 • 314.652.2212  

faceBook.com/HandleBarSTl

Happy Hour at Pan D’Olive

pandolivestl.com • 1603 mccausland

Mon-Fri •  4 to 7 pm  
$3 wine •  $2 select beer • $5 flatbreads

$1.50 arancini’s • $1 phyllo cigars
1 mile south of campus

$1.50 arancini's
$1 phyllo cigars
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$1077
2 Half Pasta Orders & 

2 Dinner Salads

POINTERS PIZZA • 314-644-2000
Not valid with other offers. 

Valid through 3/15/14

+tax

PASTA SPECIAL!!

$999
16” X-Large, 1-topping 

POINTERS PIZZA • 314-644-2000
Extra toppings $1.19 ea. With this ad.

Not valid with other offers.
Valid through 3/15/14

+tax

PIZZA

$850
Large 1-topping Pizza

POINTERS PIZZA • 314-644-2000
With this ad. Not valid with other offers. 

Valid through 3/15/14

+tax

LUNCH SPECIAL!!

644-2000 • 1023 S. BIG BEND (Clayton & Big Bend) 
www.pointersdelivery.com • 644-3800 (fax)

HOME OF THE POINTERSAURUS 
FEED 15-20 PEOPLE FOR ONLY $40!

22nd

Monday - Sunday 10am - 2am • Pizza Available in Thick, Thin or Original Crust

ONLINE ORDERING

AVAILABLE!

FEED 15-20 PEOPLE FOR ONLY$40!

Free  
22 ounce drink 

with purchase of 
any pita with a 

Wash U ID

6120 Delmar

across from 

the Pageant

(314) 261-4884

EAT. DRINK. HOOKAH.

laylastl.com • 314.553.9252  
4317 Manchester Ave.

1005 McCausland Avenue 
(314) 995-6273

hi-pointheatre.com

DIVERgEnt
Now PlAyiNg 
 reCeive A free 
PoPCorN with 

wustl id!

GET A BOWL OF
DELICIOUS 

noodles.com/orderonline

Located in Th e Loop
6310 Delmar Blvd | T 314.721.1819

We make it easy to get what you love!
Call ahead or order online. 

It’ll be ready when you get here.

We Accept 

Bear Bucks!

scan to order

www.cheese-ology.com

6602 Delmar · 314-863-6365

$2.00 Off
(with $10 minimum purchase)

Cheese-ology Macaroni & Cheese
6602 Delmar Blvd. - 314-863-6365

Dine-In or Carry-Out Only. 
May not be combined with other offers. This coupon must be presented at time of order.

Limit one per customer per visit. Expires: 4/30/14

Taege overcomes injuries to earn All-American accolades
GAD CHOI
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

SEE TAEGE, PAGE 9
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3/27/14
Monday’s Puzzle Solved

3/27/14

HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
the grid above it, 
writing each unique 
letter only once. 
The correct solution 
will spell the 
complete phrase 
along a single continuous spelling 
path that moves horizontally, 
vertically and diagonally. Fill the grid 
from square to square - revisiting 
letters as needed to complete the 
spelling path in order. Each letter will 
appear only once in the grid. 

© 2014 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  visit www.Pathem.com

topic: Animal Group Names

3/27/14

SOLUTION TO
MONDAY’S PUZZLE

HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
the grid above it, 
writing each unique 
letter only once. 
The correct solution 
will spell the 
complete phrase 
along a single continuous spelling 
path that moves horizontally, 
vertically and diagonally. Fill the grid 
from square to square - revisiting 
letters as needed to complete the 
spelling path in order. Each letter will 
appear only once in the grid. 

© 2014 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  visit www.Pathem.com

topic: Animal Group Names

Pathem   Puzzle Solution

©2014 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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and primed her legacy by 
tacking on several additional 
school records and qualifying 
and competing in two more 
national championships. 

As competitors a sport 
that focuses more on individ-
ual performances, it may be 
easy for swimmers to place 
emphasis on themselves, but 
despite her success, Taege 
places the team and its 
accomplishments before her 
individual ones. In her inter-
view, there was no fixation 
on “I” or “my” accomplish-
ments but rather an ardent 
focus on “we” and “our.” 

“When you’re swimming, 

it’s not just about you. You’re 
representing your team, 
your coaches, your team-
mates and your school. I feel 
like that helps us keep that 
team atmosphere,” Taege 
said. “And when it is only 
about the individual, that’s 
when teams struggle, that’s 
when you have conflicts…
but when you push others 
and don’t just focus on your-
selves and encourage your 
teammates when they’re 
down—that makes everyone 
better. We know that every-
one is there for each other, 
and we’re just an actual big 
family.”

These bonds extend far 
beyond this year’s team, 
and the competition reaches 
even to those who have come 
before them. If  you’ve ever 
walked through the pool at 
Wash. U., you’ve probably 
noticed the boards mounted 
on the walls. These lists of  
top swimmers in school 
history do more than just 
recognize the achievements 
of  past Bears—they serve to 
inspire the current ones.

“Every day when I swim, 
I breathe and look and I 
see the names up on those 
boards. It’s really inspiring 
and encouraging to swim 

faster to break those records. 
But the names on those 
boards are spectacular peo-
ple,” Taege said. “They have 
set the stage for what I am a 
part of  now…and down the 
road my name will be on 
that board and some girl will 
be struggling at practice and 
she’ll see my name and say, ‘I 
want to beat that time.’”

Despite all that Taege has 
won so far, she still has a year 
left at Wash. U.—another 
year to add to her list of  
accomplishments. Out of  
the 10 swimmers who quali-
fied for nationals this year, 
only one will be graduating, 

placing high expectations 
for a team that has one more 
year to build on its eighth-
place performance. 

“If  we as a program want 
to be up there with the top 
teams in the country, it takes 
a great deal of  dedication 
and commitment. If  that’s 
something that they want to 
do every year, they have to 
think about the training dur-
ing the off-season. They have 
to be really committed to 
what it takes to be among the 
top 10 teams in the country,” 
Shively said about the expec-
tations for the women’s team.

With the 2014 complete, 

Taege will return to her stud-
ies and prepare for a life 
outside swimming. But when 
swimming season returns in 
the fall, Taege is hoping that 
women’s team will grow 
from its success this season. 

“I really want to see this 
team continue to grow,” said 
Taege. “I want to see more 
girls qualify for nationals. I 
want us to score higher than 
eighth. I want more people 
in the finals and in consola-
tion finals...I have my career, 
but what I care about is our 
program. I want to leave a 
lasting impact and be a part 
of  something great.”

Junior Sara Taege competes in the 500-yard freestyle in a dual meet with DePauw University on Nov. 2, 2013. Taege finished sixth in the 400 individual medley and eighth in the 500 freestyle at the NCAA 
Division III Championships last weekend.

SAHIL PATEL | STUDENT LIFE

TAEGE FROM PAGE 8
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$22
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Freshman Kenzie James squares up to bunt in the seventh inning of the Washington University softball team’s 4-1 loss to DePauw Uni-
versity Wednesday evening. James had two hits in the game, including a single in the bottom of the seventh that extended the game.

SAHIL PATEL | STUDENT LIFE

Concluding a six-
game homestand, the 
Washington University 
softball team split a dou-
bleheader against DePauw 
University on Wednesday. 

After falling 4-1 in the 
first game and winning 
the second 5-1, the Bears’ 
season record is 14-7, and 
the team has lost seven of  
its last 13 since starting 
8-0. 

In the first game, 
DePauw jumped out to a 
2-0 lead after three innings 
against Bears’ starting 
pitcher Kelsey Neal (4-2). 
The Bears threatened in 
the bottom of  the fourth 
inning when senior out-
fielder Maggie Ingell hit 
a leadoff  double. After a 
sacrifice bunt advanced 
Ingell to third, graduate 
catcher Stacy Berg dou-
bled to left-center field to 
drive in the Bears’ only 
run of  the game. Neal 
then singled to left to put 
runners on first and third 
base with one out, but a 
strikeout and groundout 
ended the inning with the 
Bears still trailing 2-1. 

DePauw extended its 
lead to 4-1 after hitting 
back-to-back home runs 
in the fifth inning, which 
ended Neal’s day on 
the mound. Sophomore 
pitcher Amanda Kalupa 
pitched 2.2 shutout 
innings in relief, but it 
wasn’t enough as the 
Bears fell 4-1.  

Neal and freshman 
designated hitter Kenzie 
James both had two hits 
in the game—overall, the 
Red and Green recorded 
eight hits but left seven 
runners on base in the 
defeat. 

In the second game 
of  the doubleheader, the 
Bears’ offense woke up 
just enough from its slum-
ber to support sophomore 
pitcher Annie Pitkin (7-5). 

Wash. U. broke a score-
less tie in the third inning 
when junior infielder 
Paige Biles drove in Ingell 
with a triple. In the fourth 
inning, Neal hit her fourth 
home run of  the season to 
double the lead to 2-0. 

DePauw pulled back 
within one in the fifth 
inning on an unearned 
run. Berg made a throw-
ing error that scored a 
runner from third base, 
but Pitkin limited the 
damage by striking out the 
following batter to end the 
inning. 

The Bears roared 
back in the sixth inning 
with three runs to take a 
commanding 5-1 lead. 
Freshman outfielder 
Hannah Mehrle recorded 
an RBI on a fielder’s 
choice, freshman Halle 
Steinberg scored on a 
throwing error and Berg 
drove in the final run with 
a double. By the time the 
inning ended, the Bears 
had connected on three 
hits and benefited from 
one DePauw error. The 
Bears cruised to a 5-1 vic-
tory after Brooke Hofer 
obtained her first save of  
the season by 

providing two scoreless 
innings in relief.

Overall, the Bears fin-
ished their homestand 
with a 2-4 record. The 
Bears struggled offensively 
during the stretch by scor-
ing only eight runs in the 
first five games, but the 
Red and Green finished 
with a relative offensive 
outburst with five runs in 
their victory Wednesday.

NICK KAUZLARICH
SPORTS EDITOR

Softball splits doubleheader against DePauw to end homestand
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