
While the campus chapter of  
Sigma Alpha Epsilon can no lon-
ger hold pledging events following a 
nationwide ban on the practice from 
the fraternity’s headquarters, mem-
bers are taking the change in stride.

The pledging process, typically a 
period of activities when men learn 
about the fraternity after receiving a 
bid, will be eliminated, and members 
will now be initiated within four days 
of receiving a bid. 

While chapters at other univer-
sities have resisted the measure, 
members of Washington University’s 
Interfraternity Council and SAE 
chapter say they are optimistic about 
the changes.

SAE is known as one of the most 
dangerous fraternities on the national 
level, with at least 10 members dying 
due to alcohol consumption and 
drug use in fraternity-related events 
since 2006—more than any single 
fraternity. 

“We have experienced a number 
of incidents and deaths, events with 
consequences that have never been 
consistent with our membership expe-
rience,” SAE’s national headquarters 
announced in a statement on its web-
site. “Furthermore, we have endured 
a painful number of chapter closings 
as a result of hazing.”

Junior Michael Tarazi, external 
vice president of the Interfraternity 
Council, did not see hazing as a big 
issue on Washington University’s 
campus.

“I think it’s great for them, but I 
don’t think it’ll negatively or positively 
impact the [Washington University] 
community,” Tarazi said. “The things 
that happen nationally do not even 
compare to the things that are done 
on this campus in the slightest.”

Jeremy Sherman, junior and presi-
dent of the University’s SAE chapter, 
agreed with Tarazi, stressing that the 
change would not have the impact it 
might have had in the past. 

“[Hazing was an issue] a few years 

ago. Hazing has been eliminated 
from our organization, and I assume 
it’s been a part of every fraternity’s 
history, but we worked hard to elimi-
nate it and we take pride in that,” 
Sherman said. “I think across the 
country that’s been the reason why 
there was emphasis placed on making 
this happen, this ‘True Gentleman 
Experience.’”

Brandon Weghorst, SAE’s 
associate executive director of com-
munications on the national level, 
noted that the change, which the fra-
ternity is touting as part of its new 
“True Gentleman Experience,” is not 
because of a single incident but was 
seen as the best option for the frater-
nity to improve.

“Our board of directors believes 
if we eliminate that classification in 
the undergraduate membership, it 
hopefully will alleviate many, if not 
all, of the issues that surround things 
that happen during the pledgeship, 
like hazing,” he said. “Studies show 
that’s where you typically see things. 
It also changes the educational focus 
so that it’s not just pledges who have 
to learn.”

Weghorst noted that the pledge 
process of weeding people out of  
the organization was a flawed pro-
cess and that the True Gentleman 
Experience should help to counteract 
that issue.

“The leadership realizes that this is 
not going to solve all of the problems, 
but it’s the step in the right direction,” 
he said. “There should be no reason 
for anyone to prove their worth when 
they accept the bid to join.”

In place of a pledge period, the 
True Gentleman Experience extends 
the process of learning a fraternity’s 
history and traditions over the course 
of a member’s college years.

Sherman was notified early in the 
semester about the potential for the 
changes.

“Typically, there has been educa-
tion that only happens when they’re 
a pledge...and after they get initiated, 
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Murray Weidenbaum, a professor 
of  economics known for his exten-
sive experience with public policy as 
well as his kind demeanor, died on 
Thursday, March 20. 

Weidenbaum, 87, first came to 
Washington University in 1964 dur-
ing an expansion of  the economics 
department. By 1966, he was chair 
of  the department he would con-
tinue to work for through the rest of  
his life. 

He is best known for serving 
under President Ronald Reagan 
as the chairman of the Council 
of  Economic Advisers, a group 
that advises the president about 
economic policy. As chairman, 
Weidenbaum was one of  the chief  
architects of  “Reaganomics,” a 
trickle-down economic program 
calling for significant tax cuts, 
which the administration hoped 
would ultimately prompt consum-
ers and businesses to spend more. 

Despite implementing these 
changes, Weidenbaum later left the 
Reagan administration due to con-
flicts over spending—Weidenbaum 

believed that federal 
spending should be curtailed com-
mensurate with the tax cuts while 
others believed a spending deficit 
was allowable.

In a 2012 interview with Student 
Life, Weidenbaum said he could 
not say whether Democrats or 
Republicans were “right” about tax 
cuts.

“The so-called Bush tax cuts 
expire at the end of  the year. Both 
parties believe that most tax cuts 
should be extended, but there is dis-
agreement over whether people at 
the top bracket [should keep their 
tax cuts],“ Weidenbaum said. 

“As an economist, I can’t say 
who’s right. It’s a problem of per-
sonal values. But any increase in 
taxes will not stimulate the econ-
omy,” he said. “There is no increase 
in taxes that is going to speed up the 
economy.”

In 2001, the University renamed 
its Center for the Study of American 
Business after Weidenbaum, the 
first director of  the organization 
that promotes interdisciplinary 
research in the fields of  economics, 
government and public policy.

Beyond valuing his knowledge 

and expertise in economics, 
Weidenbaum’s colleagues described 
him as reliably generous to the 
University, always taking time to 
mentor students and junior faculty 
members as well as to speak around 
the country on the school’s behalf.

“He was a great mentor to 
many economists who were either 
trained at the University or junior 
economists that worked under his 
direction in Washington,” Steven 
Smith, professor of  political science 
and director of  the Weidenbaum 
Center, said.

“They all come back and say 
he was an extremely important 
mentor; he cared about their pro-
fessional development,” Smith 
added. “He and Phyllis [Green, 
Weidenbaum’s wife] would pay a 
great deal of  attention to their fami-
lies. He was just a gem of a human 
being.” 

Weidenbaum was also known for 
his incisive wit.

“He was a great storyteller,” John 
Nachbar, chair of  the Department 
of  Economics, said. “He particu-
larly liked stories about government 
policy that was well-meaning but 
stupid. He was great at giving 

speeches because of  that because 
he would simply read through 
examples of  stupid laws or stupid 
regulations and they were funny.”

Bob Strauss, visiting professor of  
economics and a long-time friend of  
Weidenbaum’s, said Weidenbaum 
once recounted a story of  how he 
helped persuade President Richard 
Nixon to end the convertibility of  
gold bullion—where the govern-
ment would buy gold from other 
countries at a standard rate—sig-
naling the end of  the gold standard. 

Weidenbaum and Paul Volcker, 
then-undersecretary of the Treasury 
for international monetary affairs, 
were concerned about the rising 
inflation rate, but the secretary of  
the Treasury would not officially 
support ending the gold standard.

“So Murray [Weidenbaum] and 
Paul [Volcker] took it upon them-
selves,” Strauss said. “[They] went 
to the president without talking to 
the secretary of  the Treasury or the 
deputy secretary of  the Treasury…
and convinced the president to go 
off  the gold standard. I looked at 
Murray [Weidenbaum] and said, 
‘You gotta be kidding me!’ And he 
said, ‘No, Paul [Volcker] and I did 

it.’”
Closer to home, Strauss noted 

that Weidenbaum’s impact on the 
University was significant and 
visible.

“I think Murray [Weidenbaum]’s 
a role model for any senior faculty 
member who thinks hard about 
their relationship to the University, 
because Murray [Weidenbaum] did 
it all,” Strauss said. “He did it while 
maintaining his professional repu-
tation, enhancing the reputation of  
his colleagues, helping his students. 
That’s an educator in the best sense 
of  the word.”

In stark contrast to last year’s 
ballot, Student Union exec is con-
tested for all five positions this 
year.

The competition is between the 
Elevate! slate led by junior and for-
mer Social Programming Board 
President Emma Tyler and the 
Connection slate, led by Junior 
Class Council President Will Ralls.

While the typically competi-
tive race for senior class council 
is uncontested this year, Election 
Commissioner and junior Jodi 
Small is focusing on the increased 
competition for the top seats in 
Washington University’s student 
government, which she sees as 

beneficial for the election process.
“It’s great the [SU exec] election 

is contested since that hasn’t been 
true in the past,” Small said. “It’s 
the most powerful position, so it’s 
important to see the best candidate 
will win.”

Tyler, running for Student 
Union President with the Elevate! 
slate, voiced hope that the com-
petition for SU exec signals 
increasing interest in student gov-
ernment.  She believes her slate’s 
platform combines new, creative 
solutions with simple ideas that 
will help students on campus. 
“Our slate framed our platform on 
what we thought were the three 
biggest issues we’d like to tackle: 
accessibility, transparency and 
engagement,” Tyler said. “We have 

a combination of  innovative new 
ideas like phasing out the slate sys-
tem or allowing students to bring 
ideas in directly and basic things 
like better publicity of  SU initia-
tives and elections.”

Ralls, running for presi-
dent of  Student Union with 
the Connection slate, believes 
his slate includes candidates 
with more diverse experience 
from outside SU, which could 
help the government’s abil-
ity to reach out to more people. 
“If  you look at [the Elevate!] slate, 
they have people with SU expe-
rience, but my slate has a lot of  
Wash. U. experience,” Rawls said. 
“We’re looking to cover a lot more 
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From left, Jimmy Kimmel, sophomores Dan Feinberg, Caitlin Lee and Maddie Welsh, and Chelsea Clinton pose onstage 
at the Closing Plenary Session of the Clinton Global Initiative University conference in Tempe, Ariz. Feinberg, Lee and 
Welsh were named the winners of the CGI U Bracket Challenge Saturday evening for their service project “Stay in 
Touch” and were honored onstage at the conclusion of the conference’s festivities.

SEE SAE, PAGE 2
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March 20
Larceny—A student reported at 9:18 p.m. 
that he left his iPad in a study room on the 
second floor of the Anheuser-Busch Hall, 
and when he returned, the iPad was gone.
Disposition: Pending

Sick case—A sick case was reported on the 
South 40 at 11:15 p.m. 
Disposition: Closed

March 21
Larceny—At 1:50 a.m., a taxi driver 
reported that several subjects exited his 
taxi without paying on Shepley Drive near 
Lee Hall. A student later returned and paid 
for service. Driver declined any further 
action.
Disposition: Closed

MONDAY 24
S.A.R.A.H.’s Sweets and Cup o’ Joe’s at 
the Underpass
Underpass, 9-11 a.m.
S.A.R.A.H. and Uncle Joe’s will be 
handing out free sweets and coffee at 
the Underpass as part of Mental Health 
Awareness Week 2014.

All Student Theatre Presents: 
LOYALTY
The Gargoyle, 8 p.m.
Come out to AST’s Spring 2014 Cabaret 
Night hosted by Will Jacobs, another 
edition of student talent acts from all 
years and fields of the University. Tickets 
are $5 and are buy two, get one free. 

TUESDAY 25
Pretzels and Sunglasses Sale
Danforth University Center, Tisch 
Commons, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Delta Gamma will be selling soft pretzels 
and sunglasses to benefit Service for 
Sight, which provides aid to the blind 
and visually impaired. 

Dominican Day
DUC, Room 234, 7 p.m.
Timmy Global Health at Washington 
University will be hosting a Mock Clinic 
similar to the one it puts on in the 
Dominican Republic as part of Timmy 
Week 2014. It will also provide fun 
facts about its partnering organization 
and the country it supports. Free food 
and bonding will also be offered at this 
event. 

WEDNESDAY 26
Advice for Life
Simon Hall, May Auditorium, 6:30 p.m.
Your favorite professors and 
administrators provide insights and 
advice for life after Wash. U. Featuring 
Sudeshna Bandyopadhyay, senior 
lecturer of economics; Peter Benson, 
associate professor of anthropology; 
Jill Carnaghi, associate vice chancellor 
for students & dean of campus life; 
Bob Hansman, associate professor of 
architecture; William Lowry, professor 
of political science; Glenn MacDonald, 
John M. Olin Professor of Business, Law, 
& Economics; Kit Mao, senior lecturer 
of chemistry; Igor Marjanovic, associate 
professor of architecture; Dennis Mell, 
professor of practice, electrical & 
systems engineering; and Sharon Stahl, 
vice chancellor for students. Sponsored 
by Alumni & Development and Senior 
Class Council. 

Pretzels and Sunglasses Sale
DUC, Tisch Commons, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Delta Gamma will be selling soft pretzels 
and sunglasses to benefit Service for 
Sight, which provides aid to the blind 
and visually impaired. 

Wash. U. PostSecret Gallery
Ursa’s Fireside, 6-9 p.m.
Uncle Joe’s and Active Minds have 
collected PostSecret postcards on which 
students wrote whatever they wanted, 
and they will be displayed in the gallery 
as part of Mental Health Awareness 
Week 2014.
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CALENDAR

POLICE
BEAT

“I think it is mentality. 
I think it gets at the 
toughness of the team. 
We have to learn it...I’d 
like for that to change. 
I’d like for us to figure 
that out and get 
tougher, and I know 
that we will.”
-Steve Duncan, head 
baseball coach

of  campus. There’s not a 
strong connection between 
SU and the student body.” 
In addition to the two five-
member slates running 
for exec, 11 students are 
running for 10 Treasury rep-
resentative seats, and some 
Senate elections are also 
contested—three students 
are running for six Arts & 
Sciences seats and two busi-
ness students are running for 
one seat, though all other 
races have an equal num-
ber of  candidates and seats. 
Meanwhile Sophomore, 
Junior and Senior Class 

Council candidates are all 
running unopposed.

The Olin Business 
Council is also a part of  
the election, but most posi-
tions are uncontested. The 
vice president of  marketing 
and communications posi-
tion and the sophomore 
class representative are the 
only positions with two 
people running. There are 
no candidates running for 
the vice president of  human 
resources, and the only 
students running for class 
representatives are in the 
class of  2017.

Elections will take place 
online from Wednesday to 
Thursday. Small noted that 
turnout is highly dependent 
on the candidates’ ability 
to reach out to students. 
“Last spring, 20 percent of  
the school voted for most of  
the races; 35 percent voted 
for Senior Class Council on 
that election—I’m hoping 
those numbers go up, but 
usually it’s pretty consistent 
from year to year,” Small 
said. “The most important 
thing is word of  mouth and 
the candidates reaching 
out.”
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The Olin Business School launched 
a new master’s of science degree in 
customer analytics. The program was 
launched in partnership with IBM 
and is aimed to help students learn to 
make use of “big data.”

A study from Washington 
University’s School of Medicine 
suggested that a surgery known as 
a carotid endarterectomy, which is 
commonly performed after a stroke, 
should be delayed for at least a week 
if patients have been treated with 
an anti-clotting drug. The surgery is 
performed to remove plaque from 
within a carotid artery in order to 
reduce the risk of further strokes, but 
the study showed that the surgery 
may lead to an increased risk of 
brain bleeding in patients who were 
treated with the drug tPA, used to 
dissolve blood clots.

LOCAL 
 
The St. Louis City district 
superintendent, Kelvin Adams, 
has proposed hiring nonprofits 
to take over the running of 
underperforming schools for the 
2015-16 school year. Accompanying 
the suggestion, Adams also proposed 
giving $6.4 million in funding to 
underperforming schools to improve 
teaching and in-school tutoring 
programs. 

The move of the St. Louis Police 
Department to a new building on 
Olive Street has been pushed back 
to after July 4. The department had 
planned to move into the new space 
by last spring, but bidding on the 
building delayed the move, according 
to the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. The 
department is currently housed in 
a building on Clark Avenue that has 
been standing since the 1920s.

NATIONAL

A sophomore at Drexel University 
in Philadelphia died from the strain 
of meningitis that broke out on 
Princeton University’s campus last 
year. The outbreak at Princeton led 
to the Centers for Disease Control 
importing the vaccine Bexsero, 
which had not previously been 
approved for use in the United States.

Authorities are still looking for a Rice 
University student who went missing 
from Panama City Beach during 
spring break. Senior Reny Jose was 
last seen on March 3 at a house 
he shared with his friends. Local 
authorities later found Jose’s clothes, 
cell phone and wallet in a trash can.

NEWS
IN BRIEF

From performing in a punk 
band with chain saws onstage 
to spending a year living as a 
woman, poet, performer and 
rapper, Michael Quattlebaum 
Jr., who performs under the 
name Mykki Blanco, spoke 
about life and art in a panel 
entitled “Race, Gender, 
Sexuality, and Hip Hop.”

Quattlebaum, in town for 
Mykki Blanco’s KWUR Week 
performance at the Gargoyle 
later that evening, guided the 
audience through Blanco’s 
musical timeline. The artist 
spoke about the first mix tape 
he owned (by the B-52s), not 
being bullied despite being 
artistic as a child, discovering 
Riot grrrl’s music while in high 
school, dropping out of college 
twice, publishing a critically 
acclaimed book of poetry and 
discovering Mykki Blanco the 
performer.

Inspired by the contem-
porary feud between female 
rappers Lil’ Kim and Nicki 
Minaj, Quattlebaum began 
posting video diary entries on 
YouTube as Mykki Blanco. 

“I said, ‘What if I did a video 

art project where I pretend to 
be a teenage girl who wants to 
aspire to be a famous female 
rapper?’” Quattlebaum said.

One day, the artist decided 
to leave a video shoot and walk 
through New York dressed as a 
woman. The sharp responses 
from the media, Quattlebaum 
said, were indicative of the 
media’s tendency to place 
people in boxes—which led to 
alternatingly being considered 
as unrealistically over-fem-
inized or simply as a man 
dressed in a woman’s clothes.

“The reactions from people 
ranged from horrified to pity 
to that very cheesy thing that 
straight women do where 
they’re like, ‘You go, girl!’ and 
you’re just like, walking down 
the street,” Quattlebaum said. 

Although Quattlebaum’s 
parents were not happy with 
their child’s choice to live as 
a woman, the artist thought 
other musicians would be 
more receptive, but the actual 
reception varied. Rapper and 
Internet icon Brandon “Lil 
B” McCartney expressed 
support that Quattlebaum 
continues to hold on to today. 
But Quattlebaum also relayed 
an anecdote in which a close 

friend and music producer 
acted uncomfortably with 
Quattlebaum when they were 
in the presence of another 
rapper.

“What I thought was 
especially interesting about 
his narrative was that as his 
motives for dressing in drag 
evolved, so did his personal 
drag style,” freshman Nina 
Stoller said. “For example, 
he changed from fabulous to 
everyday when he saw himself  
portraying ideal femininity.”

“He seems like a cool guy. 
He was wearing a very big 
leather jacket and looked like a 
cool, fashionable thug,” fresh-
man Maxwell Foley said.

Quattlebaum advised the 
audience to stay culturally 
aware.

“If there’s anything I’ve 
learned in this career, in my life 
so far, being 27 years old, it’s 
watch culture because culture 
happens. And it keeps hap-
pening, and things happen, 
and when they go unchecked 
and people don’t talk about 
them, or when we kind of  
brush them under the rug, then 
that’s not really progression,” 
Quattlebaum said. “Just be 
aware.”
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Mykki Blanco talks chain saws, 
cross-dressing and Nikki Minaj

Runners finish the Take Steps for Kids 5K Saturday in front of Brookings Steps. More than 300 students and community members participated in 
the race, whose proceeds benefit Big Brothers Big Sisters of Eastern Missouri. Take Steps is the largest student-run charity race in Missouri.

it sort of falls off; there’s no edu-
cation anymore,” Sherman said. 
“It makes sense from the national 
perspective to say if we initiate 
them sooner, we can spend all 
four years building our systematic 
education.”

“I think it’s a really posi-
tive thing,” he added. “There 
are mixed reactions all over the 
country, but we’re taking it pretty 
positive here because it allows us 
to expand education to all four 
years of a brother’s membership.”

Though all current chapter 
members have already been initi-
ated, Sherman plans to work with 
the fraternity to develop the new 
educational component over the 
summer.

“We think we can still focus on 
year-one education, which is the 

equivalent of pledge education, 
but now we have the ability to 
build in special sophomore events, 
special junior events, things for 
seniors, maybe alumni develop-
ment and job-search help for 
seniors,” he said. “There are spe-
cific things that we haven’t really 
thought about yet, but we’re just 
starting the conversation now.”

Weghorst hoped that the 
changes for SAE might soon spark 
change in other fraternities as well.

“It’s a little soon to say whether 
other organizations will follow 
suit,” he said. “We are the first 
large national fraternity to make 
this bold change. We hope this will 
spur the conversation with other 
Greek letter organizations.”

Sherman agreed that watching 
the wider impacts of the change 

should be interesting.
“I think maybe down the line, 

if it works well, this is kind of an 
experiment for the national orga-
nization, so I think if it works 
well, other fraternities may adopt 
it,” he said.

Tarazi noted, however, that 
change would have to come on 
the national level, as this decision 
did.

“Fraternities are not just going 
to [change] on their own; they 
have to follow national guide-
lines,” he said. “I’m in Sigma 
Nu. We can’t just cut the pledging 
program because our nationals do 
it, so we have to adhere by that. 
It might inspire other fraternities 
to look at their take on education 
and incorporate that into being a 
brother and their ideals, but I don’t 

know if it will affect other fraterni-
ties nationally.”

Overall, the changes to the 
SAE fraternity’s policy were not 
seen as a problem at Washington 
University.

“I think it’s much more of a 
surface-level change. At a core, we 
remain the same. It’s a hard tran-
sition to make because it makes 
us go into a different mindset of  
how we operate in our education, 
but we’re taking it as if we’re not 
removing anything but that we’re 
expanding or adding something. 
Some SAE chapters around the 
country are not taking it like that, 
but I think that since we are, it 
doesn’t change the foundation of  
SAE—it just changes the system 
of how we educate our members,” 
Sherman said.
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By the time spring break 
arrives, many students are 
feeling burned out and in 
need of  a much-deserved 
escape from papers and 
exams. Yet while some 
choose to venture to laid-
back lake houses or breezy, 
boozy beaches (read: the 
notorious Panama City 
Beach), others opt for trips 
that will help greater chari-
table causes. While there is 
nothing wrong with taking 
some “me time” for a week, 
those who act more self-
lessly should be commended 
for their altruism.

Washington University’s 
Habitat for Humanity 
chapter took a group 
of  16 students down to 
Thibodaux, La., to help 
build two houses in a 
Habitat neighborhood over 
the break. The work was 
hard, the sun was hot and 
the days were long, but the 
travelers said the experience 
really brought them closer 
to one another. Sophomore 
Taylor Smith was one of  the 
individuals on the trip.

“I am really, really glad I 
spent my break on this trip. 
I had never done a Habitat 
build before, and it was a 
really good experience,” 
Smith said. “Everyone in 
the group was welcoming, 
and we bonded over blood 
sweat and tears and paint. 
I would definitely recom-
mend spending your spring 
break doing a service trip.” 

The entire week was 
not completely filled with 
manual labor, either. 
During their down time, 
the students were also able 
to explore the nearby New 

Orleans area. And though 
they were not off  in an 
entirely different country, 
many still felt they were able 
to get a slice of  a completely 
different culture during 
the brief  time they were in 
Louisiana.  

“This trip was worthwhile 
because I not only got the 
mental break I needed from 
school but also got to help 
a community rebuild and 
grow,” Smith said. “I was 
able to experience a part of  
the country I haven’t been 
to, which included eating 
alligator and frog legs!” 
Some students traveled 
even farther away to spread 
their support. Sophomore 
Vanessa Salazar participated 
in the Global Brigades 
Medical and Public Health 
Brigade in Honduras over 
her spring break. In total, 
29 Washington University 
students went on the trip, 
with two leaders and two 
grad students accompany-
ing the undergrads. For the 
first three days of  the trip, 
the group set up a clinic at 
a military base in Montana 
de Isopo, a surrounding 
Honduran village about 2 

1/2 hours from Tegucigalpa.  
“I absolutely loved this 

trip,” Salazar said. “I usu-
ally do nothing productive 
over break—all I do is rot 
away at home while watch-
ing endless TV marathons. 
I was glad I was able to do 
something different.”

The group saw around 
500 patients over the course 
of  their first three days. 
Three volunteer doctors 
and one dentist accompa-
nied them, and together 
the volunteers offered Pap 
smears, doctor consultations 
and dental checkups for 
tooth extractions and root 
canals. There was also a 
full pharmacy that provided 
patients with prescribed 
drugs for free.  

During the fourth through 
sixth days of  the trip, the 
group shifted its focus to 
the public health part of  the 
brigade. The students broke 
into three groups and were 
each paired with a family 
from Palo Verde, another 
Honduran village about 2 
1/2 hours from Tegucigalpa 
and located atop a remote 
mountain.  

For this second half  of  

the trip, the students helped 
lay concrete floor in the 
village’s houses that only 
had dirt floors, which are 
dangerous because they 
allow parasites to enter the 
bodies of  barefoot individu-
als. They also built a health 
station with a shower, toilet 
and water storage unit as 
well as an eco-stove with a 
closed chimney that had an 
opening outside the house. 
This prevented the family 
from inhaling the smoke 
from the firewood while it 
cooked meals. 

According to Salazar, 
the trip was certainly an 
eye-opening one. Though 
she travels to Colombia 
each summer, this was her 

first time going to any other 
country in Latin America 
and her first time in Central 
America.  

“It broadened my views 
of  the world and showed 
me that some problems are 
universal, and poverty will 
always be everywhere,” 
Salazar said. “I liked seeing 
the Honduran culture. The 
people were so friendly and 
welcoming to such complete 
strangers. I loved Public 
Health the best. We got so 
close to our family, and the 
children were so sweet.”

On the final day of  the 
trip, Salazar said, one 
of  the children asked if  
she would be coming 
back again tomorrow—a 

heartbreakingly innocent 
question that made her feel 
sad about leaving. 

“I didn’t know how to 
explain to him that we 
were going home and that 
I would, in fact, never 
see him again. It was a 
bittersweet goodbye, but 
I’ll always remember this 
experience. I really hope to 
do this trip again,” Salazar 
said. “I would definitely 
recommend any Wash. U. 
student to participate in 
any service trip, especially 
Global Brigades. Their 
holistic model makes it feel 
like I’m part of  something 
bigger and that I’m actually 
making a difference, even if  
it is a small one.”
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COURTESY OF TAYLOR SMITH AND VANESSA SALAZAR

Several dozen Washington University students took advantage of spring break trips to Louisiana and Honduras with Habitat for Humanity and Global Brigades, respectively, to perform community service. 
These volunteers returned to campus after a week of hard work mostly happy to have participated in the service opportunities.

Habitat for Humanity, Global Brigades allow students 
to make a difference on alternative spring break trips



The first day of  spring was this past 
Thursday, yet the weather still feels it 
has the right to curse St. Louis with 
chilly temperatures. If  you’re looking for 
a way to warm up and embrace the hap-
piness of  spring, a show at the Firebird 
might be the cure for these wintertime 
blues.

This Monday’s show features electro-
pop band Miniature Tigers along with 
two openers. Miniature Tigers are a 
Brooklyn-based quartet who got their 
start on long-forgotten website Myspace. 
They have a unique sound, mixing the 
cheekiness of  Hellogoodbye and Say 
Anything with quality MGMT-style 
production. Their latest album will be 
released later this spring, but they have 
a stellar discography to pull songs for 
their set from. I’m hoping they play 2012 
song “Sex on the Regular,” a clever and 
brash bop that features the lyric, “Every 

time we touch…/ It feels like I’m losing 
my virginity.” Their music is undeniably 
fun and danceable as well, so this should 
make for an awesome live show. 

The first opener is Flashlights, a pop-
punk band out of  Florida. Their sound is 
reminiscent of  Californian beach bands 
like Best Coast or Wavves, but their 

lyrics are much more quotable, like the 
refrain “Most of  the time I feel like I’m 
no one” from their song “Don’t Take Me 
Seriously.” They should provide a rol-
licking start to the show.

After that, Total Slacker will take the 
stage. Like the band it opens for, Total 
Slacker is from Brooklyn, and much like 

the band it follows, it has that sweet and 
summery beach-band sound, with a bit 
more edge to their guitars. For a good 
sample of  a typical Total Slacker song, 
check out “Psychic Mesa.”

Doors open for this trio of  upbeat bands 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Firebird. Tickets are $10, 
with a $2 surcharge for minors. 
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This coming weekend marks the 
ninth annual African Film Festival 
on Washington University’s campus, 
sponsored by the African and African-
American studies and film and media 
studies departments, the African 
Students Association and the Brown 
School African Students Association. 
From March 28-30, films will be 
screened in Brown 100 starting at 7 p.m. 

The highlight of  the weekend is 
Sunday’s film, “Alaskaland,” which will 
be introduced by and include a question-
and-answer session with the director, 
Chinonye Chukwu. The movie is about 
the struggle of  a young man caught 
between his Nigerian heritage and living 
in Alaska and how this affects his rela-
tionship with his family. 

There will be showings of  both short 
and feature-length films, including both 
animation and live-action styles. 

Friday begins with the short film 

“Unspoken,” which is about a secret 
that comes out right before a wedding. 
The feature is the animated “Aya of  Yop 
City,” which takes place on the Ivory 
Coast in the 1970s and follows a host 
of  characters in their daily lives. It was 
originally a comic strip, and Marguerite 
Abouet, the creator of  the comic, is also 
the director of  the film.

Saturday begins with the short film 
“Bone Shaker,” which is about an 
African family in America trying to cure 
its child. The feature is “Tey,” the story 
of  a man’s last day alive. Set in Senegal, 
Satche spends his last day preparing for 
his imminent death. 

Saturday, March 29 at 1 p.m. there will 
also be a special showing for children. 
This will include the short films “Money 
Tree” and “Imprint” as well as “Felix.” 
“Felix” is about a boy in South Africa 
who wants to learn how to play the 
saxophone like his late father, despite his 
mother’s belief  that jazz is evil. 

All of  the films in the festival are in 
English or have English subtitles. 

African Film Festival to 
include short and feature 

films, director Q&A

TREVOR LEUZINGR
MOVIES EDITOR

who Flashlights, Total Slackers, Miniature Tigers

where The Firebird (2706 Olive St.)

when Monday, March 24. 
Doors at 7:30 p.m., show at 8 p.m. 

price $10, with a $2 surcharge for minors

GEORGIE MORVIS
STAFF WRITER

“Divergent,” a film based on author 
Veronica Roth’s young adult series of  the 
same name, attempts to carve its place 
among other blockbuster teen movies 
like “The Hunger Games” and “Harry 
Potter.” Unfortunately, the ways in which 
the film diverges from the movie standard 
for portraying young adult fiction are by 
far its greatest faults, followed closely 
by its fidelity to the book. Unlike “The 
Hunger Games” and “Harry Potter,” the 
“Divergent” film series fails to mature 
and to correct the ideological fallacies 
of  its source. I wholeheartedly expected 
the movie’s director, Neil Burger, and 
screenwriters to write over some of  Roth’s 
two-dimensional characters and motive-
less plot threads, but instead they play 
low, toward the common denominator of  
audience. You could say they do the best 
with what they have, but for a film about 
individual identity, “Divergent” feels 
extremely mainstream. 

Based on the idea that total conformity 
will eventually lead to the best kind of  
divergence within the population—smart, 
kind, brave, honest and selfless rebels—
“Divergent” creates its own dystopian 
fantasy in a futuristic Chicago. The inter-
play with the city, including lovely shots 
of  a totally dark skyline, a creepy marsh-
land that surrounds downtown and extras 
climbing over every spare piece of  the L, 
was very fun to watch. As a Chicagoan, 
I appreciated the film’s reverence for a 
very American-style ruin, as if  the city 
were comparable to Rome. The special 

effects and electronic soundtrack that take 
the audience up and over the landscape, 
including a pretty cool zip-line ride at 
night, are a testament to what the film does 
best: really cool mini music videos for Ellie 
Goulding. 

The rest of  the film, being ever true to 
the book, follows Tris, played by Shailene 
Woodley, as she bucks against the system 
that created her. In Tris’ world, teens must 
choose to belong to a faction that will 
eventually supersede their families: the 
brave Dauntless, intelligent Erudite, self-
less Abnegation, kind Amity and honest 
Candor. Woodley does a lovely job as Tris, 
managing to play up her faults as a naive 
and somewhat abrasive teenage girl against 
the Christ-like personality Roth hammers 
into her throughout the series’ three-book 
run. Kate Winslet as the evil Jeanine and 
Theo James as the love interest, brilliantly 
named Four, act as much-needed eye 
candy beside Woodley and offer some 
acting to get excited about. It is between 
these three characters that audiences will 
find “Divergent”’s unexpectedly humor-
ous moments and its necessarily poignant 
ones—look out for Tris and Four’s 
knife-wielding skills against Jeanine’s 
razor-sharp wit.

Rather, razor-sharp as Roth and her 
hundreds of  thousands of  preteen fans 
will see it. As the logic and the fantasy 
that “Divergent” asks viewers to buy into 
fell flat for me, I imagine it will for most 
people over the age of  15. Anyone who 
understands that simply wanting absolute 
power isn’t enough motivation to destroy 
an entire society will leave the theater 
dazed and confused. Aside from the 
plethora of  psychopaths in “Divergent,” 
its attack on what I can only call blind 
intellectuals was also jarring. Everyone—
except for Tris and Four, of  course—seems 
kind of  stupid. A lack of  intellectual thrust 
in a film is fine—“the Hunger Games” and 
“Harry Potter” series don’t attempt to root 
for good old-fashioned learning, as Katniss 
never really goes to school and Harry 
drops out his senior year at Hogwarts—but 
when a major category of  the population 
in “Divergent” identifies as Erudite, I 
expect the razor-sharp wit to actually be 
razor-sharp. But for those who are able to 
suspend their disbelief  (and education), 
“Divergent” will prove to be fun to watch.

JULIA ZASSO
THEATER EDITOR

‘Divergent’
directed by
Neil Burger

and starring
Shailene Woodley, Theo James, Kate 

Winslet

MOVIE REVIEW

ALEX ERDE | FLICKR
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Hitting a tough stretch of close 
games that end in losses can easily 
break a team. For the Washington 
University softball team, keeping its 
unwavering confidence helped end 
the Mizuno Invitational this week-
end on a positive note.

A 1-3 record in the invitational left 
the Bears with a 13-6 mark on the 
season and only five wins in their last 
11 games.

In the beginning of the season, 
Wash. U. had only played one ranked 
team, splitting a pair of University 
Athletic Association contests against 
then-No. 9 Emory University. But 
this past weekend, the Bears pre-
pared to play games against two 
top-20 teams. According to sopho-
more pitcher Annie Pitkin, the team 
looked forward to the challenge and 
seeing how productive it could be. 

“Every team here was really good, 
and we saw a lot of great pitching,” 
Pitkin said. “It was hard to deal with 
four back-to-back excellent pitch-
ers with great movement on their 
pitches. I think they just showed us 
that we still have a lot of work to do.” 

Despite coming in with solid num-
bers on offense with nearly eight 
runs and 12 hits per game, the Bears’ 
offense fared poorly against No. 
17 Augustana College and Illinois 
Wesleyan University on Saturday 
and remained uncharacteristically 
cold for both games. Despite a 
second-inning single to centerfield 
by junior third baseman Adrienne 
White and a bunt single by freshman 
Kenzie James in the third inning 
against Augustana, the Red and 
Green couldn’t muster another hit 
for the rest of the game. 

“We really struggled with hitting 
the rise ball, and we just couldn’t 
adjust quickly enough,” senior 
Kelsey Neal said. “We’ve scored a lot 
of runs this season, and we just had 
a bad day overall. They just threw 
great stuff both inside and outside 
the plate. “

Pitkin kept the Bears in the game, 
surrendering only one hit in the first 
three innings. While she hurled her 
sixth complete game of the season 
and struck out seven, Augustana cap-
italized on two of her rise ball pitches 
in the fourth inning with a triple and 
home run back to back. While the 
Bears made a comeback effort in the 
seventh, scoring a run off an error, 
they fell short, losing 2-1. 

“Obviously no one wants to give 
up a home run, but when it happens, 
you just try to move on and keep 
your head up,” Pitkin said. “Both 

batters had a solid hit on my rise 
[ball], which was working really well 
up to that point. But I bounced back, 
and I kept my focus. Unfortunately, it 
just wasn’t enough.”  

Things didn’t get any easier later 
in the day as Illinois Wesleyan and 
Wash. U. were in a pitching duel 
throughout the game. Despite giv-
ing up five hits and having runners 
in scoring position on multiple occa-
sions, senior pitcher Kelsey Neal 
remained poised on the mound and 
managed to keep the Titans scoreless. 

“When I get runners on base, 
I get a certain excitement. It’s the 
moment that you live for,” Neal said. 
“I’m really focused on the batter and 
finding a way to get that out. I just 
remain confident in myself as pos-
sible and [keep] a positive attitude.”

With the bases loaded in the top of  
the sixth and only one out, the Bears 
turned to Pitkin, hoping to escape the 
inning without any damage. Pitkin 
showed her clutch pitching, forcing 
a foul out and a strikeout. Unable 
to feed off their pitching success, the 
Bears continued their offensive strug-
gle and remained scoreless, forcing 
the tied game into an extra inning. 
With a runner at third in the eighth, 
Pitkin threw a costly wild pitch that 
gave the Titans their only run of the 
game. Unable to respond in the bot-
tom half of the inning, Wash. U. lost 
their fifth game and were shut out for 
the season time this season.

“It’s tough to lose games like this, 
but we learned a lot on how we 
needed to adjust for Sunday,” head 
coach Leticia Pineda-Boutte said. 
“I just told my girls to have fun and 
made sure that we were making the 
best adjustments.”

Her message and adjustments 
proved to be more effective on 
Sunday against No. 12 Coe College 

as the Bears scored three runs off  
of five hits to tie the game in the top 
of the seventh. The Bears hoped 
Pitkin could keep Coe off the score-
board, but that hope didn’t last long 
as Pitkin—who struck out 12 in the 
game—surrendered a homer and 
Wash. U., once again, failed to make 
a comeback. 

Pitkin “has been pitching very 
well, and it’s unfortunate and tough 
that she’s lost some close games,” 
Neal said. “She’s been limiting teams 
to four hits or less, and she still has 
great control. She’s a really great 
pitcher, and she knows that.”

In their second game against 
Augustana, the Bears capitalized 
on the opportunity for revenge. 
Freshman outfielder Hannah 
Mehrle, who batted 2-3, and junior 
third baseman Adrienne White, who 
went 2-4 and scored a run, provided 
a much-needed spark on offense as 
Wash. U. had eight hits. 

“It’s nice to have our bats come 
alive a little bit and have that timely 
hitting that we’ve been missing this 
whole weekend,” Pineda-Boutte 
said. “We’re lucky that we’ve had 
great defense and pitching consider-
ing how much we struggled to hit the 
ball.”

While Neal surrendered nine hits, 
she kept Augustana’s tough lineup 
to only two runs and struck out two. 
Wash. U.’s offense came alive in the 
fifth inning, producing four hits and 
scoring three runs to take the lead. 
With Neal throwing excellent screw-
balls and drop balls from the fifth to 
the seventh, Wash. U. maintained 
that lead to end its weekend with a 
win.  

The Bears will return to action on 
Wednesday with a doubleheader against 
DePauw University at home.

Lagieski wins national championship, women finish 8th overall
nick kauzlarich
sports editor

Softball struggles on offense, goes 1-2 
against ranked teams in Mizuno Invite
derek shyr
senior sports editor

Junior third baseman Adrienne White throws to first base in the fourth inning of 
the Washington University softball team’s 3-2 win over no. 17 Augustana Col-
lege sunday afternoon. White extended her hitting streak to 20 games, dating 
back to last season.
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Slumping baseball Bears 
slide further below .500
zach kram
senior sports editor

Becoming the fourth men’s 
swimmer in school history to do 
so, freshman Michael Lagieski 
became a national champion by 
winning the men’s 100-yard breast-
stroke with a time of  54.10 on 
the third day of  the 2014 NCAA 
Division III Swimming & Diving 
Championships in Indianapolis. 

The women’s team finished 
in eighth place out of  49 scor-
ing teams with a team score of  
134 points—the best finish for the 
women’s team since 2008, when 
the Bears came in sixth place. 
Lagieski helped guide the men’s 
team to a 13th-place finish out of  
51 scoring teams with a team score 
of  111.50, which was the team’s 
best finish since 2010, when the 
Red and Green finished in 10th 
place. 

Lagieski bested his previous 
school record time of  54.42 by .32 
seconds and became the first men’s 
swimmer in school history to win a 
national championship in the 100 
breaststroke. His mark also now 
stands in first place in Division III 
championship meet history. 

“When you touch the wall at the 
end of  the race and look up and 
you see that [number] 1 next to 

your name, you know that you’re 
the best in Division III,” Lagieski 
said. “There’s nothing really quite 
like it.”

Lagieski wasn’t done set-
ting records. In the preliminary 
rounds of  the men’s 200 Individual 
Medley, Lagieski broke a school 
record that had stood for six years 
with a time of  1:52.78. 

“I think it’s a little different when 
you’re in the final heat like that and 
you have an opportunity to try and 
win something, and taking advan-
tage of  it and not being lost in the 
magnitude of  the opportunity is a 
very difficult thing,” head coach 
Brad Shively said. “It takes a lot of  
focus and a lot of  self-belief. I think 
his teammates did a really great job 
of  keeping him focused on it, and I 
think some of  the swims that they 
had earlier in the meet probably 
gave him some confidence as well.”

Furthermore, the 400 medley 
relay team consisting of  Lagieski, 
freshman Justin Morrell, sopho-
more Reed Dalton and junior Matt 
Nutter broke the school record with 
a time of  3:17.97 to finish in ninth 
place. 

In the men’s 100 butterfly, 
Dalton posted a fourth-place finish 
for the second straight year to gar-
ner All-American honors. 

Juniors Luke Dobben and Zane 

Turpin posted two top-10 fin-
ishes in the men’s 1,650 freestyle. 
Dobben and Turpin finished in 
sixth and seventh place, respec-
tively, to earn All-American 
honors. 

Additionally, Dobben and 
Turpin accumulated All-American 
honorable mention honors in the 
500 freestyle by finishing in ninth 
and 13th place, respectively. 

For the women’s team, junior 
Sara Taege led the way for the 
Bears with a dominant perfor-
mance. Taege picked up three 
All-American honors by finishing 
sixth in the women’s 400 individual 
medley while also contributing to a 
ninth-place finish in the 400 med-
ley relay and a 13th-place finish in 
the 200 free relay. 

Moreover, Taege shattered the 
school record in the preliminary 
rounds of  the 500 freestyle with a 
time of  4:54.32 and then recorded 
an eighth-place finish in the finals 
to capture All-American honors in 
the event for the third year in a row.

The 400 medley relay also fin-
ished with a school record for 
the Bears. The team of  freshman 
Lauren Carlos, sophomores Sophie 
Gan and Katie Anderson, and 
Taege broke the school record in 
the preliminary rounds with a time 
of  3:49.81. The 800 free relay team 

consisting of  freshman MariMac 
Collins, sophomores Kristalyn 
Mcafee and Toireasa Rafferty-
Millett, and Taege came in seventh 
place with a season-best time of  
7:28.62. 

In the 200 freestyle, McAfee fin-
ished with a strong performance for 
the Bears with a season-best time 
of  1:50.96 to earn sixth place and 
individual All-American honors. 
Sophomore Sophie Gan finished in 
10th place in the 200 breaststroke 
to pick up All-American honors 
for the Bears, and senior Chi Pham 
acquired All-American honors in 
the 200 IM for the third time in her 
career with a seventh-place finish 
for the Red and Green.

“The nice thing about this is the 
women’s team getting back into 
the top 10, [which] is a really big 
step,” Shively said. “We’ve been 
close. We were close to it last year, 
but to actually get back into the top 
10 is really one of  our goals in our 
program.”

Overall, the men’s team had 
10 All-American finishes while 
the women tallied 12. Both the 
men’s and women’s teams showed 
marked improvement compared 
to last year. The men improved 
eight spots from last season’s 21st-
place finish, and the women fared 
four spots better than last year’s 

12th-place effort. 
Lagieski added that the men’s 

team placing was satisfactory, but 
not finishing in the top 10 will be 
some added motivation for next 
year. 

“We’ve been improving for the 
past couple of  years. I mean, 13th 
is great, but our goal coming in 
there was top 10, so we still have 
some work to do,” Lagieski said. “I 
think one of  our big goals for next 
year is that we need to be up in that 
top 10, and the girls did it, which 
is great for them, but that’s one of  
the things that we need to focus on 
going into next year.” 

Shively lauded the team for their 
hard work and progression this 
season. 

“I think our team does a really 
good job of  pushing each other 
to help themselves and help each 
other become the best they can. I 
think we do a lot of  things to hope-
fully put them in a position to get 
to a meet like this and feel like they 
can take advantage of  their abili-
ties,” he said. “They were really 
excited about it. They were really 
looking forward to this meet and 
really looking forward to repre-
senting Washington University at 
the highest level, and I couldn’t 
be more proud of  the way they 
performed.”

Washington University’s base-
ball season is in trouble.

Nearly halfway through the 
2014 schedule and after yet 
another losing weekend, the 
Bears’ record sits at a middling 
7-10.

Struggles with runners in scor-
ing position and with the back 
end of  the starting rotation led 
the Red and Green to bookend 
a split against Illinois Wesleyan 
University Saturday with late-
inning losses to No. 6 Webster 
University and No. 14 University 
of  Chicago Concordia. The loss 
gave the Bears 10 defeats at the 
earliest point in the season since 
2001.

“Obviously up to this point, 
we haven’t lived up to the expec-
tations we had for ourselves,” 
head coach Steve Duncan said. 
“We haven’t been able to put 
together a complete performance 
in very many games. We’ve had 
some great individual perfor-
mances, but as a team, we haven’t 
executed well and certainly not 
consistently.”

The Bears stuck close to 
Webster through seven innings 
but allowed a whopping 17 runs 
in the eighth and ninth frames 
en route to a 23-7 loss. Two 
days later, a 1-1 tie after eight 
innings turned into a 4-1 defeat 
after another late-game collapse. 
Staying with two top-15 teams 
through most of  the game is an 
indicator that the Bears have the 
talent to compete with any team 
in the country, but the stinging 
losses are the only takeaway in 
the win-loss ledger.

“I think it is mentality. I think it 
gets at the toughness of  the team. 
We have to learn it,” Duncan said 
of  the team’s troubles at the end 
of  games. “We had a great game. 
We played pretty well; we just 
couldn’t finish. I’d like for that 
to change. I’d like for us to figure 
that out and get tougher, and I 
know that we will.”

Senior Kyle Billig agreed with 
Duncan’s assessment. “I agree 
with what he said. I kind of  
realized this weekend that even 
though it seems like we’re expe-
rienced as a team, we’re kind of  
not…I think we came into the 
season expecting that we were 
going to do big things and I guess 
some guys might be under the 
impression that it would be easy.”

From a statistical standpoint, 

the Bears’ offensive struggles 
emerged chiefly from an inability 
to drive runners in. The team left 
36 runners on base over the four 
weekend games.

“It’s hard to pinpoint what it 
is when you get runners on base 
and can’t get them in,” Duncan 
said. “Our approach at the plate 
hasn’t been very good…the men-
tality needs to be a little tougher, 
more confident. Frankly, in base-
ball there’s a lot of  luck involved, 
and it hasn’t always been on our 
side.”

“I guess if  there’s one thing 
in particular that we’re doing 
wrong, it’s that mental approach 
that we need to have at the plate,” 
Billig said. “I know over this 
weekend we made a lot of  fly-
ball outs, which are basically free 
outs for the team if  they’re able to 
field them, whereas if  we would 
have been able to put the ball on 
the ground or hit line drives, we 
would have been able to get those 
runs in.”

“I think our approach at the 
plate could be a little more 
focused doing the job and not just 
going up there and taking hacks,” 
he added.

The weekend had some 
positives as well. A sharp per-
formance from freshman Nick 
Gollin out of  the bullpen—4.1 
scoreless innings—kept the Bears 
in contention against IWU in the 
lone win of  the weekend, which 
ended on a run-scoring wild pitch 
in the bottom of  the 12th inning.

The next day, graduate pitcher 
Matt Tracy threw eight innings 
of  one-run ball before allowing 
the first three batters to reach 
base in the ninth and pick up the 
loss. Tracy and fellow graduate 
Stephen Bonser have impressed 
on the mound this year, but the 
Bears are just 2-8 in games not 
started by either of  the two gradu-
ate pitchers, and all other starters 
have a combined 9.30 ERA.

“Bonser and Tracy have been 
fantastic. They’re two guys 
who are as tough as they come. 
The leadership they show when 
they have the ball in their hands 
is something to see,” Duncan 
praised. “I’ve never seen Tracy 
pitch like [today]. And then we 
didn’t get it done offensively; 
we made mistakes on the bases. 
That’s what I mean when I say 
we haven’t put together a com-
plete performance. We get an 
outing like that, but it kind of  
goes to waste.”
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Once an article is 
published on studlife.
com, it will remain there 
permanently. We do 
not remove articles or 
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site unless an agreement 
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1, 2005.

We welcome letters 
to the editor and 
op-ed submissions 
from our readers. 
Submissions may 
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studlife.com and 
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writer’s name, class 
and phone number 
for verification. 

Letters should be 
no longer than 350 
words in length, 
and readers may 
also submit longer 
op-eds of up to 750 
words. We reserve 
the right to print 
any submission as a 
letter or op-ed.
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ALEX CHIU | STUDENT LIFE

STAFF EDITORIAL

Student Life endorses Elevate! for SU exec

S
tudent Union executive 
elections will be held 
this Wednesday and 
Thursday, and for the 

first time in four years, the elec-
tion is contested. The candidates 
of  both slates—Elevate! and 
Connection—are coming into 
the election with a great deal 
of  experience, enthusiasm and 
ideas. However, after interview-
ing both slates, Student Life 
came to the decision that Elevate! 
was the clear choice. First, we 
will go through each of  the five 
positions individually.

 The two presidential candi-
dates, Elevate!’s Emma Tyler and 
Connection’s Will Ralls, are per-
haps the strongest part of  each 
of  their respective slates. Tyler in 
particular possesses significant 
leadership experience, particu-
larly the experience of  serving as 
the first president of  the brand-
new Social Programming Board 
last year. Serving in that position 
involved overseeing the con-
solidation of  multiple campus 
programming groups into one 
highly influential organization, 
and she did an impressive job 
making the transition smooth 
while still branding SPB as 
a new-and-improved entity. 
Frankly, SPB is much better run 
than most other organizations 
on campus (including SU), and 
Tyler’s expertise would help her 
revamp SU to make it more effi-
cient and respected by students. 

Ralls certainly has leadership 
experience, too—he is currently 
president of  Junior Class Council 
and a residential advisor, to name 
a few examples—but his experi-
ence pales in comparison to that 
of  Tyler, who has also served as 
president of  the Freshman and 
Sophomore Class Councils in 
years past. Both candidates came 
into the interview brimming with 
goals and ideas, but thanks to her 
proven effectiveness as a leader, 
StudLife concluded that Tyler 
was the clear winner.

We reached a similar conclu-
sion for the position of  vice 
president of  public relations. 
Like Tyler, Elevate!’s Brian 
Benton has proven himself  
through SPB, where he served 
as comedy director last year. 
SPB’s public relations efforts 
(particularly on social media) 
have been consistently impres-
sive and would serve as a good 
model for SU. On top of  that, 
Benton has done design, video 
and photo work for a number of  
other organizations on campus. 
While Connection’s Archer 
Brock would also bring plenty 
of  experience to her position—
particularly PR experience from 
serving on college councils her 
freshman and sophomore years—
her skills simply aren’t as proven 
as those of  Benton. 

Both candidates for vice 
president of  administration are 
fairly strong. Elevate!’s Vivek 

Biswas has served on SU Senate 
since his freshman year and is 
currently speaker of  the Senate, 
on top of  serving on a number 
of  other campus committees 
and organizations. Connection’s 
Ryan Halvorsen has also served 
on SU Senate since his freshman 
year and is currently the presi-
dent of  Wash. U.’s chapter of  
Alpha Phi Omega, the national 
service fraternity. Biswas came 
into the interview with a number 
of  goals for SU, and although 
some seemed misguided—for 
instance, an idea to enable 
regular students to submit Senate 
resolutions—the amount of  
thought he had clearly put into 
the position helped him stand out 
above Halvorsen. Once again, 
Elevate! wins.

The race for vice president of  
finance is somewhat complicated 
by the fact that Elevate!’s Nick 
Palermo is the incumbent. SU 
has done very little over the past 
year, and Treasury’s recent deci-
sion to defund Bauhaus also isn’t 
doing him any favors. However, 
Connection’s Sam Gorsche, SU 
Treasury’s current budget com-
mittee chair, is equally to blame 
for these Treasury issues. In 
their interviews, both candidates 
seemed dedicated to revamping 
SU’s organization, particularly 
the way they plan the Speaker 
Series. In the end, though, 
Palermo’s previous experience 
makes him the safer choice.

Vice president of  programming 
was the position about which 
StudLife had the most reserva-
tions. Given the strength of  the 
rest of  the slate, StudLife was 
surprised that Elevate! could 
not find a more experienced 
candidate for the position. 
Laura Roettges’ experience is 
unfortunately limited to her 
role as external vice president 
of  Sophomore Class Council 
and treasurer of  the Alpha Rho 
Chi architecture fraternity. 
Connection’s Victoria Hulsing 
has held various leadership posi-
tions on Congress of  the South 
40 and the Women’s Panhellenic 
Association, but her accomplish-
ments in the two organizations 
are not very notable, or even 
negative. (For instance, the great 
Macklemore ticket fiasco of  
2013 and Wash. U.’s mediocre 
attempt at Greek Week in the fall 
both happened during Hulsing’s 
administration.) All voting 
StudLife editorial board mem-
bers abstained from voting on 
this position.

Both Elevate! and Connection 
have several strong candidates, 
and the fact that this election 
is contested for the first time in 
years likely pushed both slates 
to run the best campaigns they 
possibly could. In the end, 
though, Elevate! emerged the 
clear winner. Primarily, Elevate!’s 
candidates have more experience, 
particularly within SU and SPB, 

leaving StudLife much more con-
fident in their ability to manage 
SU. Connection seems to have 
more of  an outsider’s perspec-
tive, which is certainly valuable, 
but the slate came in with many 
criticisms of  SU and only a 
few concrete ideas about how 
to improve it, mainly focused 
on increasing transparency. In 
comparison, Elevate! came in 
with specific, novel goals for pro-
moting interest in SU, reaching 
out to students and streamlining 
SU’s organization, among other 
ideas. We especially liked its goal 
to phase out the slate system for 
elections, for instance. It is worth 
noting, though, that the strength 
of  Elevate!’s ideas and platform 
may only be the product of  its 
institutional advantage; a lack of  
transparency in SU’s operations 
could very well have prevented 
Connection from having better 
ideas about how to improve SU.

In any case, we would like to 
thank both slates for meeting 
with the Student Life editorial 
board, and we are extremely 
excited for the first contested 
election of  SU exec in a long 
while. Though we endorse 
Elevate! for all seats but vice 
president of  programming, we 
would like to commend all the 
individuals running for their 
willingness to sacrifice time and 
effort to improve our student 
government and the student body 
as a whole.

M
uch to the 
chagrin of  most 
students who 
have already 

taken the SAT, the College 
Board has recently decided to 
revise its exam. I believe this is 
for the better. 

SAT used to stand for 
Scholastic Aptitude Test (cur-
rently, it is not an acronym for 
anything), and honestly, until 
this revision came about, it was 
more about how well you could 
take a test than how much you 
have achieved scholastically 
throughout your primary and 
secondary schooling.  

The main goal of  College 
Board’s enormous overhaul of  
the SAT is to make the material 

present on the test represent 
facts and words that are actually 
useful and applicable to a stu-
dent when he or she enters the 
college realm. This will hope-
fully open up many doors and 
opportunities for people who 
could not afford to hire a tutor 
for the SAT. Until this point, 
the method by which a large 
fraction of  students would study 
is by hiring tutors or taking 
courses that would help them 
learn tricks and tips in order 
to receive a high score, putting 
students who could not afford 
such classes at a distinct dis-
advantage, however intelligent 
they may be. Ideally, this new 
test will allow for more answers 
based on common sense and 
logical reasoning rather than 
memorizing a set of  tricks. 
Hopefully this change will also 

help to allow greater diversity 
in college admissions at selec-
tive universities. Now that the 
SAT is more approachable, 
the test results should become 
more egalitarian, allowing more 
intelligent students from all 
socioeconomic backgrounds 
a fair chance at being admit-
ted to selective institutions like 
Washington University.

This change came about due 
to the fact that more students 
are taking the ACT, arguably a 
much more “fair” test than the 
SAT. One could walk into the 
ACT without having studied 
and do reasonably well, if  they 
are of  mild intelligence. Most 
of  the ACT’s problems are far 
more straightforward than those 
that are on the SAT, and there 
is no need to learn any tricks 
or formulas in order to do well. 

The College Board probably 
noticed that more high school 
students were registering for 
the ACT over the SAT, and it 
wanted to incentive some of  
those students to return back to 
its exam.

One of  the most signifi-
cant changes that will occur 
in this overhaul of  the SAT is 
the elimination of  the writing 
section and the change from a 
mandatory essay to an optional 
one. This is almost exactly what 
the ACT has and will return the 
SAT to its former 1600 scale 
rather than its current 2400 
scale. While it is good that it is 
revising the essay portion, since 
the writing of  this essay was 
also largely formulaic, I don’t 
think it is a good idea for the 
College Board to eliminate the 
writing section. For one thing, 

studying for the writing section 
of  the SAT substantially raised 
my knowledge of  proper English 
grammar, a subject which is 
sadly lacking in its teaching in 
schools. I also believe that it is 
useful for students to know how 
to write an essay for college. I 
think it is good that it is chang-
ing the subject matter of  the 
essay, but I don’t agree with its 
decision to make it optional.  

I would like to congratulate 
the College Board for finally 
realizing that its college prepa-
ratory test did not accurately 
reflect what students will 
encounter in college, instead 
giving students an additional 
stressor in the already stressful 
process of  applying to col-
lege. Good for you, College 
Board. This is a step in the right 
direction.

College admissions test put to the test
RACHEL MULTZ
STAFF WRITER
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thumbs 
down

thumbs 
up

Thumbs down to winter rearing 
its ugly head once again. We just 
broke out our spring clothes!

Thumbs down to everyone’s 
bracket getting busted by these 
upsets. 

Thumbs down to a dry spell from 
“Wash U Confessions.” How are 
we supposed to put off writing 
those formal analyses now?!

Thumbs up to freshman Michael 
Lagieski for winning a national 
championship in the 100-yard 
breaststroke last week. 

Thumbs up to “Stay in Touch” for 
winning the CGI U bracket chal-
lenge. 

Thumbs up to Taco Bell on 
Skinker Boulevard for finally de-
ciding to renovate. It was a long 
overdue facelift. 

th
umbs up thumbs dow

n

I
n light of  Student Union 
elections this coming 
Wednesday and Thursday, 
we wanted to introduce 

ourselves and share why we 
decided to run. Our slate, 
Elevate!, is Emma Tyler, Nick 
Palermo, Vivek Biswas, Brian 
Benton and Laura Roettges, and 
together we hope to represent 
the student body as Student 
Union Exec for the 2014-15 
school year. 

Most importantly, we decided 
to run because we have seen the 
positive impact Student Union 
can have on students and the 
campus community through 
student-sponsored advocacy, 
allocation and programming. We 
have also seen Student Union 
fail to be accessible, engaging 
or transparent to the student 
body in recent years, and we 
understand that Student Union 
is not relevant to most stu-
dents’ everyday lives and many 
student groups do not engage 
with their student government 
beyond appealing to Treasury. 
In our time at Wash. U., our 
slate has seen many uncontested 
elections, unfilled Senate and 
Treasury seats, decisions made 
without student input and a fail-
ure of  Student Union to engage 
directly with students. We are 
ready to see that change. 

Elevate! wants to work with 
students and the administra-
tion to make Student Union 
a proactive force on campus 
that students see as a resource 
not only for funding, but an 
outlet for advocacy work and 
an innovative programming 
body. Elevate! has been heavily 

involved inside and outside 
Student Union in the past, 
and we believe our time spent 
in Student Union has allowed 
us to look at the organization 
critically and analyze how it can 
become more relevant to the stu-
dents. The time is past due for 
Student Union Exec to actually 
perform as “your student gov-
ernment” and collaborate with 
students and the administration 
to make change on campus.  

We created our platform by 
collecting a variety of  student 
opinions from about 50 student 

leaders, in addition to reflecting 
on our own experiences with 
Student Union and campus life. 
We hope to make Student Union 
more accessible to both student 
groups and individual students 
by increasing Student Union’s 
presence on campus and in cam-
pus decision making, increase 
student engagement in both 
Student Union and campus as 
a whole through programming 
and communication, and create 
more transparency in Student 
Union by increasing public par-
ticipation, access to information, 

and recruitment and retention. 
The name Elevate! comes 

from our mission to raise 
Student Union’s presence on 
campus in order to allow it to 
more effectively advocate based 
on student needs, allocate based 
on student wants and program 
based on student interests. Our 
platform hopes to represent how 
the student body and Student 
Union can work together to cre-
ate positive change and a more 
accessible, engaging and trans-
parent campus community. 

As a slate, we have identified 

five objectives we would believe 
would accomplish this: col-
laboration with students as the 
path to a better campus life, 
increasing public participation 
in decision making, reforming 
Student Union’s presence on 
campus and service to student 
groups, creating effective, 
organized co-programming, and 
internal Student Union develop-
ments.  

Some of  our many ideas to 
accomplish these goals are to 
create positions on campus 
decision-making committees 
for students, re-introduce the 
Student Union Public Relations 
committee to provide free PR 
services to groups planning 
events, create a long-term capital 
improvement and advocacy fund 
for students to access, start an 
all-campus programming calen-
dar, and transform the Student 
Union Election Commission to 
become a resource for students 
running for office.

Our full platform can be found 
at voteelevate.com and provides 
an outline of  how we would 
accomplish each of  our goals 
and objectives. We encourage 
everyone to read through our 
platform, provide feedback and 
let us know what you would like 
to see from your new Student 
Union exec by emailing us at 
voteelevate@gmail.com.

We look forward to a con-
tinued conversation about how 
Student Union can better our 
campus community and work-
ing together with many of  you 
inside and outside of  Student 
Union.

-Emma Tyler, Nick Palermo, 
Vivek Biswas, Brian Benton and 
Laura Roettges

OP-ED SUBMISSIONS

Why we’re running for Student Union Exec
ELEVATE! 
FOR STUDENT UNION EXEC

A 
disconnect exists 
between Student 
Union and the 
student body, and 

within Student Union itself. We 
seek, as Connection, to connect 
these separate pieces, and, in 
doing so, create a more cohesive 
student body and a more effective 
student government. 

We have based our platform 
on eight core ideas, or puzzle 
pieces: Advocacy. Transparency. 
Diversity. Inclusion. 
Sustainability. Responsiveness. 
Campus Relations. Community 
Outreach. 

We intend to take a two-
pronged approach to bring these 
ideas together to reach our goal: 
revitalizing Student Union’s 
internal connections and increas-
ing our outreach to the rest of  the 
Washington University commu-
nity. A more connected Student 
Union that communicates 
more to the student body will 
ultimately be more effective in 
advancing its goals of  “Advocate, 
Allocate and Program” and rep-
resenting student interests to the 
administration.

Connecting the different 
branches and entities of  the 
Student Union administration is 
the first step in creating a func-
tioning organization. Through 
an enhanced Student Union 
retreat that draws upon tenets 
of  social justice and advocacy, 
the administration will have the 
opportunity to communicate, 
collaborate and connect with 
each other in ways that are not 
fully realized. The leadership 
of  both Senate and Treasury, 

Class Councils, School Councils, 
the Green Events Commission, 
the Diversity Affairs Council, 
Constitutional Council, Social 
Programming Board and Engage 
360 should all be working 
together in ways to facilitate 
dialogue amongst themselves but 
also the constituents that they 
represent. We also believe recruit-
ment, outreach and retention are 
key for the success and longevity 
of  this organization. We want to 
see Senators tabling and inter-
acting in buildings where their 
constituents are; we want to host 
forums that allow you to learn 
more about what we are doing 
and how we are doing it. 

From there, we move outside 
of  Student Union and into the 
student body. More simply, we 
seek to improve and enhance 
communications between 
Student Union and students 
campus-wide and, therefore, 
to increase the transparency 
and approachability of  Student 
Union as a governing body. 

We intend to educate the 
undergraduate community on 
the inner workings of  Student 
Union. We intend to make 
students more aware of  what 
Student Union looks like and 
where their money goes, and 
give them more a say in those 
matters. All of  this will be done 
with open forums on the gen-
eral budget and Student Union 
functions to facilitate discussion 
between Student Union members 
and students, and with a monthly 
newsletter encompassing recent 
events, Senate votes and Treasury 
allocations. We intend to make 
the weekly emails fun and 
rewarding to read, supplement-
ing them with photos, videos and 

a wider variety of  student-run 
programs. We intend to reevalu-
ate Student Union presence on 
social media, and use that as an 
effective but unobtrusive mar-
keting tool. We intend to help 
student groups to better advertise 
themselves, particularly on the 
web, by encouraging regular 
updating of  information and 
making the Student Union PR 
Committee a more active body 
for student groups to use. We 
intend to generate and streamline 
a global programming calendar. 
We intend to completely revamp 
the Student Union website and 
encourage use of  Portfolio. We 
intend to make student groups 
more comfortable coming to 
Student Union for help, advice 
and resources. We intend to 
reach out into the St. Louis 
community, to connect not only 
on campus, but with the city in 
which we reside.  
We fully believe that Connection 
is your best choice for Student 
Union Exec 2014. We come 
from a wider variety of  organiza-
tions than our opposition and 
have served in a wider range 
of  leadership positions. Class 
President. RA. APO President 
and Treasurer. CS40 Exec. VP 
Programming of  Panhellenic. 
College Council VP. Class 
Council Cabinet. Ervin Scholar. 
Sorority and Fraternity Exec. 
Student Admissions (SAC and 
CIT). Varsity and Club Athletics. 
Student Union Senate and 
Treasury. Co-Chair of  Student 
Tech Advisors. Our connections 
to the broader student body 
enable us to better represent, 
understand and further the 
interests of  the entire University 
community.

This is your student govern-
ment—you shouldn’t need to 
come to us. We should, and 
want, to come to you. We will 
strive to connect with each 

and every one of  you. We are 
Connection. 

Go to www.connectwashu2014.
com for more information regarding 
our candidacy and our platform.

Connection 2014 on why we must connect 
CONNECTION 
SU EXEC 2014
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March 24
Southwest Airlines Internship Fall 2014 
Southwest Airlines

Web / Graphic Designer 
LUMA Creative

Paid Writing Internship 
Bustle.com

Development Internship 
Environmental and Energy Study  
Institute

Human Resources Intern 
Laclede Gas Company

Litigation Legal Secretary + Others 
Thompson Coburn, LLP

March 25
Counselor in Summer English Program
Georgetown Preparatory School

Information Technology Summer 
Internship
Macy’s Merchandising Group

Research Assistant: Economics 
American Enterprise Institute for  
Public Policy Research (AEI)

March 26
Financial Analyst Intern Aquisitions
Clarkson Eyecare

Legal Program Assistant 
American Civil Liberties Union of 
Washington Foundation

Project Associate - Engineering
Alliantgroup 

March 27
Associate, Recruiting and Human 
Resources
Tower Research Capital, LLC

Business Operations Associate
ZS Associates

Fashion Intern 
SLM Media Group

Policy Research Intern 
ArchCity Defenders, Inc.

Publications Internship + Others 
Middle East Institute (MEI)

Systems Analyst I - Logistics 
Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals

March 28
Account Executive 
AdKarma

Analyst
Arboretum Ventures

Business Internship 
Centene Corporation

Design & Visual Communciations 
Coordinator + Others 
WUSTL Community Service Office

March 29
Development Internship 
Opera Theatre of St. Louis

Supply Chain Rotation Program 
B/E Aerospace

March 30
Account Administrator + Others
NISA Investment Advisors LLC

Associate College Admissions Counselor 
+ Others 
Cardinal Education

Discover GS Camp - Chicago 
Goldman Sachs

Recently Posted Opportunities
Blueprint Fellowship 2014 - 2015  
(K-12 Education)
Blueprint Schools Network

Cell-Based Assay Intern
EMD Millipore

Graphic Design & Marketing Coordinator
St. Louis Sports Commission

Featured Upcoming Job & Internship Deadlines

FROM PASSION SPRINGS PURPOSE

FOR RELEASE MARCH 24, 2014

3/24/14
Thursday’s Puzzle Solved

3/24/14

HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
the grid above it, 
writing each unique 
letter only once. 
The correct solution 
will spell the 
complete phrase 
along a single continuous spelling 
path that moves horizontally, 
vertically and diagonally. Fill the grid 
from square to square - revisiting 
letters as needed to complete the 
spelling path in order. Each letter will 
appear only once in the grid. 

© 2014 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  visit www.Pathem.com

topic: Animal Group Names

SOLUTION TO
THURSDAY’S PUZZLE

3/24/14

HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
the grid above it, 
writing each unique 
letter only once. 
The correct solution 
will spell the 
complete phrase 
along a single continuous spelling 
path that moves horizontally, 
vertically and diagonally. Fill the grid 
from square to square - revisiting 
letters as needed to complete the 
spelling path in order. Each letter will 
appear only once in the grid. 

© 2014 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  visit www.Pathem.com

topic: Animal Group Names

Pathem   Puzzle Solution

©2014 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

®
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FROM PASSION SPRINGS PURPOSE

Career Opportunites
ZS Associates

Nickelodeon

Goldman Sachs

Google

Flad Architects 

Interbrand

April 2 
Marketing Mix: Ad, PR, Digital

April 4 
Deloitte Luncheon 

April 5 
Quick Advising: Architecture 
Portfolios

Alice’s Pressure Story

“I would encourage students to 
be open minded when looking for 
their first job. After working hard 
for four years, there is pressure 
to end up in the perfect position 
that applies all of the things you 
learned. My advice is to be patient 
with yourself and think of your 
first job as your first step. In my 
first job, I’ve developed new skills 
and discovered new interests that 
will guide my path to graduate 
school. For me, consulting wasn’t 
necessarily a traditional career 
choice for a BME major, yet it has 
been a phenomenal start to 
my career.”
 
Alice now works for Deloitte as a 
technology consultant.

See more alumni stories at 
careercenter.wustl.edu/mystory

Events

ALUMNI STORY
Alice Ndikumana,  
Class of 2011 
Major: Biomedical  
Engineering

“My advice is to think of  

your first job as a first step.”

ADVICE FROM AN ALUMNA

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT CAREERCENTER.WUSTL.EDU
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