
Four freshmen students sent a 
proposal to Residential Life last 
month asking for gender-neutral 
housing on the South 40 but 
were denied the opportunity to 
proceed in the petition process. 

After speaking with 
Residential Life, the students—
Lauren Chase, Elayna Levin, 
Laken Sylvander and Jordan 
Victorian—each wrote lengthy 
letters, acquired 37 signatures 
on a petition and asked their 
resident advisors to write letters 
of  support as well. They sub-
mitted their proposal on Jan. 30 
and received a response on Feb. 
1. 

Tim Lempfert, director of  
housing operations, wrote in 
an email, “While your letters 
certainly clarify the reasons for 
wanting to live in a gender neu-
tral suite, they do not constitute 
a reason for treating your group 
differently from our other stu-
dents, and thus circumventing 
our established process.”

“We looked at that and said, 

‘Well, they don’t want to treat 
us any differently than other 
students.’ Our response to that 
is: exactly! We shouldn’t be 
treated any differently from 
other students,” Chase said. 
“We should be able to have the 
same opportunities as other stu-
dents, which is that we should 
not have to defend the reason 
that we want to live with our 
specific friends.”

The students looked through-
out the Residential Life website 
for clues about the actual policy 
and noted that it only stated 
where gender-neutral housing 
was available, not where it was 
not allowed—namely, the South 
40. They also noted that one of  
Residential Life’s mission state-
ments, to “provide a safe, clean, 
comfortable, secure and sup-
portive community,” was not 
being upheld in this context.

“My issue with the policy is 
that it assumes that the most 
comfortable and secure living 
situation for someone is with 
people of  the same sex or gen-
der. Even if  that’s not the case, 
even if  you vocalize that, even 
if  you try to work with them, 
there are no accessible options,” 
Victorian said. “For me, my 
biggest issue is that there was 
nothing. They weren’t willing to 
accommodate us; they weren’t 
willing to work with us.” 

Residential Life, however, is 

Students walking by the Clocktower 
this week may be surprised to see giant 
bins of trash lining their path.

The trash bins, deemed 
“Mount Trashmore,” are a part of  
Recyclemania, a two-month-long col-
lege competition consisting of more 
than 400 universities to see which 
school is able to recycle and compost 

the most of its trash.
Washington University has taken 

part in the competition since its incep-
tion in 2001, but this is the first year 
the Office of Sustainability is trying to 
draw student attention to the event.

“We wanted to push more this time 
just because we’ve already got this huge 
momentum going on with all of the 
other changes and efforts we’re mak-
ing with regards to waste reduction on 
campus,” Sustainability Fellow and 

senior Wendelyn Oswald said. “There 
are already so many changes we’ve 
made this year compared to last.”

The competition, which began Feb. 
1, will last eight weeks and requires the 
University to log the amount of trash 
generated each week. In order to raise 
student awareness this year, a collec-
tion of the trash produced in the South 
40 residence halls each night will be 
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Patrons of Chill Frozen Yogurt on Wydown Boulevard are visible behind the establishment’s facade. Chill will be closing 
its doors on March 2 after almost four years in business. 
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‘Mount Trashmore’ to draw 
increased attention to recycling 

A dumpster containing a representation of waste from the South 40 residence halls, dubbed “Mount Trashmore,” sits 
across from the Clocktower. The display is part of an initiative from the Office of Sustainability to increase student 
awareness of Recyclemania, a two-month-long recycling competition. 
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Residential 
Life working 
toward new 

policies

I scream, you scream, 
Washington University students 
screamed for ice cream—and 
Dining Services listened.

After a remarkable amount 
of  student feedback, Dining 
Services decided to bring back 
the well-loved Haagen-Dazs 
ice cream products to Paws & 
Go and the Village’s Millbrook 
Market.

After first deciding to remove 
the product, Dining Services 
decided to replace it with two 
options: ice cream by a local ven-
dor called Serendipity and the 
name-brand Edy’s Ice Cream, 
both of  which were sold at a 
lower price.

But despite the good intentions 
behind the decision, the removal 
of  the ice cream brand sparked 
an uproar among students. 

“I was all like, ‘No, I want 
quality ice cream.’ I can’t trust 
these [random] ice cream labels 
to satisfy my sweet tooth needs,” 
sophomore Meghan Zecchini 
said. 

Despite the student uproar, 
April Powell, director of  mar-
keting and communications for 
Dining Services, said that there 
was no noticeable difference 
in ice cream sales compared 

to before Haagen-Dazs was 
removed. However, there was 
a huge increase in the student 
feedback that Dining Services 
received.

“The feedback increased by 
100 percent, and that was the 
biggest piece of  the decision to 
bring it back,” Powell said. 

Powell explained that one of  
the biggest issues students had 
was that neither Serendipity’s 
nor Edy’s offered sorbet, unlike 
Haagen-Dazs, whose sorbets 
had previously filled freezers on 
campus. Dining Services there-
fore made the decision to bring 
back Haagen-Dazs chocolate 
and vanilla ice cream and certain 
flavors of  sorbet. 

“I appreciated the intent of  
the local stuff, but it didn’t taste 
as good,” sophomore Bri Fierro 
said. “I’m excited that it’s back. 
I’m totally into the sorbet.” 

Powell said that it’s not 
uncommon for students to be 
particularly passionate about 
certain items. 

“You get these items that have 
cult followings, and it’s like, this 
should never leave the menu,” 
Powell said. “The half-and-half  
is one of  those types of  items. 
There’d be a full-scale riot [if  we 
stopped offering it].” 

The frozen yogurt station at 
Paws & Go may see a surge in 
business this spring. 

Chill Frozen Yogurt, located 
southwest of  campus on 
Wydown Boulevard, will be 
closing its doors on March 2. 

The establishment officially 

announced the closure via 
its Facebook fan page late 
Wednesday afternoon; how-
ever, for many Washington 
University students, the closure 
was a loosely kept secret. 

“I just heard the rumor cir-
culating around campus, and 
suffice to say, I was skeptical. 
So I drove down to check on 
Sunday, and the employees 

confirmed that the owner was 
selling,” senior Andi Hibbert 
said. 

According to manager Liz 
Summers, the timing of  the 
outpouring of  questions from 
social media outlets proved 
problematic. 

“I saw Twitter on Friday 
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February 16
Burglary— A complainant reported his 
laptop was stolen from his room in Small 
Group House 2 between 1:30 and 1:45 a.m. 
The loss is valued at $1,300. 
Disposition: Pending

Disturbance—An intoxicated student 
caused a disturbance between 2:30 and 
3:19 a.m. in Eliot B House.
Disposition: Cleared 

EVENT
CALENDAR

POLICE
BEAT

“You get these 

items that have cult 

followings and it’s 

like, this should 

never leave the 

menu. The half-

and-half is one of 

those types of items. 

There’d be a full-

scale riot [if we 

stopped offering it].” 

- April Powell, 

director of marketing 

and communications 

for Dining Services

theflipside

THURSDAY 20
5th Annual Chef’s Competition
Danforth University Center, Tisch Commons, 
6:30 p.m.
You won’t want to miss the year’s best 
cooking challenge. Two teams of professional 
chefs, paired with student sous chefs, will go 
head to head to see who can come up with 
the most creative, delicious dishes during this 
30-minute challenge. The winners take home 
bragging rights, the trophy and $250 cash 
each. The competition is free and open for 
the public to attend.

Jazz at Holmes Spring 2014 Concert Series
Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge, 8-10 p.m.
“Rainbow Quartet: Lenihan, Varvel, 
Stiller & Davis perform new music and 
improvisations.” Co-sponsored by University 
College and the Department of Music. The 
concert is free and open to the public.

FRIDAY 21
Performing Arts Department—“You Can’t 
Take It With You”
Mallinckrodt Center, Edison Theatre, 8 p.m.
Directed by Jeffrey Matthews. Tickets are 
$15 general and $10 seniors, faculty, staff 
and students and are available in Edison 
Theatre. Also on Feb. 22 at 8 p.m. and Feb. 
23 at 2 p.m.

Department of Music Jazz Band Concert
560 Music Center, Ballroom Theater, 8 p.m.
“It’s All About Basie.” Chris Becker, director. 
The concert is free and open to the public.

SATURDAY 22
DUC IN/DUC OUT Presents Ben & Jerry’s 
Annual Vermonster Challenge
DUC, Tisch Commons, 8 p.m.
A fundraising event. Co-sponsored by the 
DUC, Mr. Wash U and Relay for Life. The 
event is open to the public, but participants 
must pay a $25 registration fee.

SUNDAY 23
Memorial Service for David Kipnis
Ethical Society of St. Louis, 9001 Clayton Rd., 
3 p.m.
A memorial service for David Kipnis, 86, 
Distinguished University Professor Emeritus 
of Medicine.

CHILL FROM PAGE 1

TOP: A customer scoops raspberry topping onto a serving of frozen yogurt at Chill’s Wydown location. The store will be closing its doors after 
almost four years in business. BOTTOM: Two customers utilize the self-serve yogurt machines. 
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ICE CREAM FROM PAGE 1

ERRORS &
CORRECTIONS
An article titled “Wash. U. carves out niche 
in St. Louis history,” published on Feb. 17, 
included inaccurate quotes erroneously 
attributed to Robin Conroy of the Gephardt 
Institute for Public Service. The quotes have 
been deleted from the online version of the 
story. Student Life apologizes for the error.

night, and someone asked, 
‘Are the rumors true?’ You 
know, I was like, I can’t say 
because the official meet-
ing’s not till Monday,” said 
Summers.

The decision came some 
time after the original own-
ers relocated to California. 

“It was just one of  those 
things where we had the 
opportunity to sell it and 
it was just time,” said 
Summers.

Chill first opened its doors 
in April 2010. At its height, 
the franchise boasted addi-
tional locations in Des Peres 
and Ladue. However, accord-
ing to Summers, these stores 
never enjoyed the level of  
success of  the Clayton store. 

The flagship location 
garnered the title of  “Best 
Frozen Yogurt in St. Louis” 
from the Riverfront Times in 
2010, with the hot fudge and 
sea-salt caramel sauces cited 
as contributing factors. 

“You know, I think the big-
gest controversy is the loss of  
the hot fudge and salted cara-
mel sauces…[these are] two 
exceptional losses,” Hibbert 
said.  

In addition to being locally 
owned, Chill was also active 
in the Wash. U. community. 

“We’ve always given 
back…you know, you guys 
will call us for fundrais-
ers and you come in here 
and it’s so fun to see every-
body get together to support 
your causes or the ThurtenE 
[Carnival] or whatever it is… 
You’ve just been awesome to 
work with, on many occa-
sions,” said Summers. 

Several student groups 
relied on the business for 
philanthropy efforts. 

Last fall, junior Lindsay 
Juriga planned and orga-
nized Dig for Pink, a 
volleyball-themed fundraiser 
dedicated to raising aware-
ness for breast cancer. 

After contacting Chill over 
the summer, Juriga was able 
to obtain its support for a 
fundraising night.

“Chill was very gener-
ous to us; it’s a very positive 
place for Wash. U. students 
to go to. I know there are 
other places around, but 
Chill is popular and really 
close to campus,” Juriga 
said. “I’m sad to see it close; 
I think Wash. U. and Dig for 
Pink will miss this business.” 

Henry Barry, former presi-
dent of  Alpha Delta Phi 
fraternity, heard of  Chill’s 
reputation in the community 
and reached out to them for 
assistance with an “All-You-
Can-Eat Froyo” fundraiser 
event. 

Chill “donated quite a 
bit of  product and gave us 
a discount after that. They 
had employees there willing 
to package it; they even had 
coolers ready. All we had 
to do was pick it up,” Barry 

said. 
While the fraternity plans 

to host another similar event, 
“not having Chill there will 
definitely throw a curveball 
into the plan,” Barry said. 

The Wydown location will 
soon be replaced by Yo My 
Goodness, another St. Louis-
based franchise. However, 
the new location will not 
honor Chill Bucks or gift 
cards. 

According to Summers, 
the transition should be a 
smooth one. 

“I think it’s going to be a 
good fit,” she said. “I know 
they’re in Webster, and that’s 
another great community just 
like Clayton. And then they 
reach out in that commu-
nity…but you know it’s kind 
of  one of  these things, [most 
of  the employees]—they’re 
all seniors. They’re going off  
to college next year, so it’s all 
going to be a transition into a 
new deal anyway.”

Many students believed 
that Connie Diekman was the 
culprit in the case of  the miss-
ing Haagen-Dazs, but Powell 
explained that the school’s 
nutrition expert had little to 
do with the decision. 

“If  you’re choosing ice 
cream, it’s not going to be 
your healthiest snack. It’s 
an indulgence item,” Powell 
said. “[Nutrition] didn’t come 
into play. It was really a value 
issue.”

Dining Services originally 
decided to remove Haagen-
Dazs products from the 
shelves because the product’s 
pricing increased, bringing 
the ice cream’s price at the 
on-campus stores up to $5.99. 

“We don’t have the same 
kind of  purchasing power 
as the big-box store,” Powell 
said. “We felt really odd say-
ing $5.99 when you could 
get it at a different price at 
Schnucks or another store.”

The product is now avail-
able on Paws & Go shelves 
once again and will soon be 
available at the Millbrook 
Market, still at the same 
$5.99 price.

Zecchini said that the price 
would not deter her from buy-
ing the ice cream. 

“Honestly, since it’s 
Campus Card, I’d probably 
still buy it,” Zecchini said. 
“You can’t put a price on 
quality.”

Powell noted that with 
any decision Dining Services 
makes, the factor that is val-
ued most highly is student 
opinion and demand.

“We’ll always try to do 
what’s best, whether that’s 
from a nutrition standpoint 
or a pricing and value stand-
point,” Powell said. “But 
sometimes popularity will 
outweigh all other factors, 
and we want people to be 
happy.”
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Organized by an independent 
group led by sophomore Ari 
Allen, this weekend’s Jewish 
Film Festival is designed to 
provide cultural program-
ming for Jewish students who 
are less interested in religious 
programs. 

Allen said, “Looking at what 
the Jewish community lacked, 
we wanted programming that 
wouldn’t turn away people who 
are atheist or questioning their 
theological beliefs.”

The festival will be kicked 
off  with hors d’oeuvres at 
the Hillel House at 6 p.m. 
Saturday. Immediately follow-
ing at 7 p.m. is the first film 
screening in Brown room 100: 
“A Serious Man.” The 2009 
film by the Coen brothers stars 
Michael Stuhlbarg as Larry 
Gopnik, a Jewish professor 
who struggles with faith and 
his family. Although not one of  
the Coen brothers’ most well-
known movies, it still shows 
their distinct style and black 
humor. “We wanted a fun kick-
off  movie for Saturday night 
that still had Jewish themes and 
characters,” Allen said.

Two films will be shown on 
Sunday: “Trembling Before 
G-d” and “The Attack,” along 
with discussions following both 
films. The day begins at 11 a.m. 
with “Trembling Before G-d,” a 
2001 documentary that looks at 
the struggle between faith and 
orientation for gay Orthodox 
Jews around the world. “We 
wanted to pick a movie for 
Sunday that has universal 
themes, that people who aren’t 
Jewish could connect to still,” 
Allen said. Pride Alliance will 
help lead the discussion fol-
lowing the movie in a chance 
to talk about this timely issue 
through a Jewish lens, accord-
ing to Allen.

“The Attack,” which will 
be shown at 4 p.m. Sunday, is 
a 2012 drama that follows an 
Arab doctor living in Israel 
whose life is devastated when 
his wife commits a suicide 
bomb attack. The post-film 
discussion will include students 
from J Street U, Washington 
University Students for Israel, 
Washington University Israel 
Public Affairs Committee and 
Washington University Foreign 
Policy Engagement. 

Even though the event is 
called the Jewish Film Festival, 
Allen said that “it is open to 
all students no matter their 
religion or theological beliefs, 
and we’re trying to create a 
pluralistic audience, and hope-
fully everyone can learn from 
everyone else.”

With a new studio reminiscent 
of  an old, classic studio and a 
Spike Lee opening sequence, 
Jimmy Fallon proved on Monday 
why he deserves to be the newest 
host of  “The Tonight Show”: he 
loves it, and the country loves 
him. 

In his first opening mono-
logue on Monday, Fallon spoke 
about the enormity of  this 
hosting gig. He thanked the past 
hosts—“Steve Allen, Jack Paar, 
Johnny Carson, Jay Leno, Conan 
O’Brien and Jay Leno”—and 

introduced himself  to anyone 
who may be tuning in to watch 
him for the first time. He got a 
little choked up mentioning his 
daughter, Winnie, thanked his 
parents who were in the audience 
and joked about graduating from 
high school. He also introduced 
his house band, The Roots, who 
may be the best house band 
on television and who have 
been with him from the begin-
ning, as well as his dear friend, 
“announcer and sidekick” Steve 
Higgins. With an earnest “I just 
want to do the best I can and take 
care of  the show for a while,” 
Fallon even explained to the audi-
ence the premise of  the opening 
monologue before running back 
behind the blue curtain and start-
ing the show for real. 

The show that ensued felt like 
classic Fallon. In an Olympics-
themed monologue, he gave out 
“Tonight Show Superlatives,” 
assigning superlatives to 
Olympic athletes. There was 
even a “Evolution of  Hip-Hop 
Dancing” bit with Will Smith, 
which starred Smith and Fallon 
in matching overalls doing 
everything from the Carlton to 
twerking. Fallon’s commitment 
to fun was evident throughout 

the entire night, which is one of  
the reasons why we love him so 
much. He isn’t afraid to look silly, 
which is something many people 
are afraid of  these days. He’ll get 
up and twerk all in the name of  
fun because, as he said, his goal 
as host of  “The Tonight Show” 
is to “make you laugh and put a 
smile on your face so you go to 
sleep with a smile on your face 
and live a longer life.” 

Perhaps even more evident 
than his commitment to silli-
ness in this premiere, however, 
was New York City’s—and the 
country’s—commitment to him. 
When he sat down at his new 
desk and joked about his buddy 
who bet he’d never be the host of  
“The Tonight Show,” a parade 
of  celebrities and prominent 
figures emerged from behind 
that blue curtain to pay him the 
$100 they owed. From Robert 
De Niro, who was Fallon’s 
very first guest on “Late Night 
With Jimmy Fallon,” to Tina 
Fey, his longtime friend and 
“Weekend Update” co-anchor, 
the list went on, including Lady 
Gaga, Lindsay Lohan, former 
New York City Mayor Rudolph 
“Rudy” Giuliani, Mariah Carey 
and finally Stephen Colbert, who 

paid him in pennies, demanded 
a selfie and welcomed him to 
“11:30, b----!”

Reminiscent of  Jay Leno’s 
final week as the host, when 
celebrities marched in and out of  
the studio to pay their respects 
and give their well-wishes, this 
show started out expressing the 
love and support that everyone 
has for Fallon. As his first guest 
on “The Tonight Show,” Smith 
said, “People are coming for 
your heart.” People may tune in 
to “The Tonight Show Starring 
Jimmy Fallon” for the tradition, 
the rooftop U2 performances (or 
the acoustic U2 performances) or 
the celebrity guests, but people 
will stay for Jimmy Fallon, the 
loveable kid from Saugerties, 
N.Y., who just wants to put you 
to sleep with a smile on your face. 

If  “normal” has a definition, 
“You Can’t Take It With You” 
tries to find it.

The Performing Arts 
Department’s upcoming show, 
written by Moss Hart and George 
Kaufman, explores the comical 
yet heartwarming situations that 
occur when two distinct families 
come together in an unlikely 
union over young love. 

Within the Sycamore fam-
ily house lives Grandpa 
Vanderhof—played by senior 
Will Jacobs—who collects snakes 
and stubbornly refuses to pay 
his income taxes; his daughter 
Penny Sycamore, a writer, played 
by sophomore Schuyler Atkins; 
her husband Paul Sycamore, 
who builds fireworks in their 
basement; and their children 
Essie and Alice. Essie makes 
candy, which her husband Ed 
distributes, yet she really wishes 
she were a ballerina. Among the 
other characters’ shenanigans, 
Alice, played by senior Catherine 
Athenson, appears to be the only 
“normal” one in the family. But 
when she falls in love with the 
son of  her company’s executive, 
Tony Kirby, played by junior 
Mitchell Manar, she is forced 
to display her own household’s 
craziness to his prim and proper 
family. The ensuing influence of  
each family on the other, in the 
context of  dinner at the Sycamore 
house, creates the hilarity and 
drama of  the show.

Atkins explained, “I think the 
overarching message of  the play 
is that life is meant to be enjoyed 
and there is no one way to live 
your life. The family that I’m 

the mother may be really weird, 
but the point is that that is OK 
because we all enjoy what we are 
doing.  Even though the play was 
written in the 1930s, I still believe 
that message resonates now.”

“You Can’t Take It With You” 
clearly reflects the value of  pursu-
ing your individual passions at all 
costs, an idea close to the hearts 
of  many driven and dedicated 
Wash. U. students.

“My character’s journey is a 
lot about discovering that my 
father’s decisions do not have to 
be my decisions and there is more 
to life than just work,” Manar 
elaborated.

When the Kirbys go to the 
Sycamores’ house for dinner, they 
witness a family entirely unlike 
their own, and the resulting 
dialogue becomes a commentary 
on judgment and the benefits of  
social tolerance. Alice Sycamore 
suffers an internal conflict as she 
struggles to bring together the 
work and family aspects of  her 
life.

Athenson said that despite her 
own character’s difficulties, “the 
experience of  being in the play is 
extremely funny and almost crazy 
or farcical.”

Atkins explained, “While I’m 
not very similar to my character 
because she is just so bubbly and 
happy all the time, [being in the 
show] has been a very positive 
experience because after playing 
that role so often, you start to feel 
that [happy], too.”

Students can expect the play to 
be highly reminiscent of  the origi-
nal as director Jeffery Matthews 
has insisted that the actors not 
alter the script. The only changes 
involve the removal of  a couple 
of  period-specific jokes.  

“You Can’t Take It With You” 
may serve as a positive escape 
from the monotony of  school-
work for students.

Manar explained, “I feel that 
the Sycamores’ house is just such 
a warm, loving family environ-
ment, which is not something we 
really get here very often.”

Athenson said, “Even though 
the play is from the 1930s, I really 
think it’s interesting that time 
doesn’t detract from connecting 

to the human condition and how 
we all want to find that thing that 
we love to do. It’s as simple as 
just do it.”

“You Can’t Take it With You” 
will be performed at the Edison 
Theatre on Feb. 21 at 8 p.m., Feb. 
22 at 8 p.m., Feb. 23 at 2 p.m., Feb. 
28 at 8 p.m., March 1 at 8 p.m. and 
March 2 at 2 p.m. The runtime is 
two hours, and there will be two 
10-minute intermissions. The price 
for students is $10. 

‘The Tonight 
Show Starring 
Jimmy Fallon’

when weeknights, 10:35 p.m. 

channel NBC

TV REVIEW

ELENA WANDZILAK
TV EDITOR

TREVOR LEUZINGER
MOVIE EDITOR

ERICA SLOAN
STAFF WRITER

‘You Can’t Take it With You’ tackles two 
hours of love, laughter and family hysterics

First annual 
Jewish Film 
Festival to 
kick off this 
weekend

HANDOUT

ARKASHA STEVENSON | 
LOS ANGELES TIMES | MCT
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Take courses from Truman 
State University, with Truman 
professors, at highly-affordable 
Truman tuition rates!

All courses are held at 
beautiful Shanghai University in 
Shanghai, China

A convenient way to get summer 
credit while visiting home

For more information, and 
details on how to enroll, visit:  

SUMMER
IN SHANGHAI

TRUMAN

JUNE 2 — JULY 11, 2014

REGISTRATION DEADLINE

4/23
summer.truman.edu/china.asp

杜鲁门暑期班在上海

杜鲁门州立大学课程, 杜
鲁门州立大学的老师, 加
上绝对可负担的杜鲁门州
立大学的学费

COURSES BEING OFFERED SUMMER 2014
暑期开的课

所有的课都在中国上海, 
美丽的上海大学上课

暑期回家享受亲情同时可
以上课拿学分

4/23号是注册截止日期
更多的信息和注册的详情
请看下列网址:

*Students should always check with their home university 
before registering for a course to be sure the course will 

transfer or satisfy graduation requirements.

学生在注册以前一定要先跟自己的
大学确认所选课程的学分是可被承
认并可算入毕业所需的学分中.

CHIN 331 
COMM 170
MUSI 204
ECON 201

中国文化
公众演讲
音乐观点
微观学经济原则

Chinese Culture
Public Speaking
Perspectives in Music
Principles of Microeconomics

Washington University
Ad Size:  3.22 x 3”
Run Dates:  2/13, 2/20, 2/24

Make a Difference, 
See the World,

 and Gain Skills with Peace Corps
peacecorps.gov/openings 
Apply now for 2014-15 programs!

Campus Office: 314.935.4166 or peace@wustl.edu

Campus Office: 314.935.4166 or peace@wustl.edu

SCENE
If you mention the name 

David Gumins to a group of  
people, at least one person 
invariably knows him and 
the rest have likely heard his 
name. On a college campus, 
you might assume this level 
of notoriety makes him 
infamous, but that’s far from 
the truth. Gumins simply has 
a hand in everything, from 
student government to Greek 
life to various clubs. 

Early on this year, Gumins 
realized that the smallest of  
gestures could really make 
a difference. He recalled 
making conversation with 
a stranger one morning 
while walking through the 
Underpass on his way to 
class. After a few minutes of  
idle chatter, he wished the 
stranger luck on his chemistry 
exam, and the two parted 
ways. Months later, while 
going through the rush pro-
cess for fraternities, Gumins 
reencountered the stranger, 
who thanked him and told 
him how much Gumins had 
calmed and reassured him 
that day. 

“It made me realize that 
something so small can really 
stick with people,” he said. 

With inklings of this phi-
losophy already in his mind 
months earlier, Gumins was 
driven to become involved 
in many, many activities on 
campus as soon as he arrived. 
Though he is just a freshman, 

Gumins is already an active 
member of eight organiza-
tions on campus. And no, 
he’s not just on the email lists.

Perhaps most illustrative of  
Gumin’s hyper-involvement 
on campus is that he can’t 
even keep track of all of his 
pursuits without keeping 
count on his fingers as he lists 
them out. 

“I’m a Student Union 
senator, an assembly rep 
for Swamp Committee on 
[Congress of the South 
40], a college council rep 
for Brookings [Residential 
College], a member of Do 
One Thing; I’m in Bear 
Lunch Bunch, I’m a tour 
guide, I do WUTV, I’m pledg-
ing [Tau Kappa Epsilon] 
and there’s always an eighth 
one that I forget,” he said, 
trailing off in order to recount 
and come up with his last 
position. “Oh, and I’m on 
the Dining Services Advisory 
Committee,” he added.  

One might think this kind 
of schedule screams shame-
less resume building or some 
kind of compulsion, but for 
Gumins, all of his activities 
are reflective of how much 
he loves people. After all, 
that’s what brought him to 
Washington University in the 
first place. 

While still in high school in 
Connecticut, Gumins knew 
he wanted to attend a college 
with a high academic caliber. 
But to him, Wash. U. stood 
out from other institutions 
because of the student body. 

“What really set Wash. 
U. apart [was] the people,” 
he said. “They were just so 
nice!”

When he arrived on 
campus, he was drawn to 
group after group. At the 
urging of his Washington 
University Student Associate 
and resident advisor, he ran 
for College Council. Though 
he initially went for it on a 
whim, he said, he ended up 
loving it. His previous interest 
in TV production led him to 
WUTV, and so the list goes 
on. 

Gumins’ enthusiasm seems 
to extend from the University 
to its students, making all the 
hard work worth his while. 

“I really, really love Wash. 
U. I think it’s an incredible 
school, and I’m so happy and 
lucky to share that passion 
with other students,” he said.

And with the number 
of activities in which he is 
involved, Gumins has had 
the opportunity to share his 
passion with a great deal of  
students. So many, in fact, 
that people wonder how he 
remembers them all. 

“I know a lot of people, 
and I think a lot of people 
know me through different 
things, so I try my very hard-
est to get to know people,” 
he said. “I think the trick to 
recognizing people is having a 
genuine interest in them—not 
just what their name is, but 
who they are.”

This is quite the feat on his 
part, given that he estimates 

that he recognizes about 40 
percent of the people he runs 
into on campus. Sometimes it 
takes a second, but he gener-
ally remembers not only their 
name but also something 
about them. 

“They tell me one little 
thing, and I remember the 
rest of their story. If they say 
we met at this party, I’ll say 
this is where you’re from, this 
is what you’re studying, this 
is what we did at the party,” 
he said. 

Associate Dean Steven 
Malter often says that the 
goal of Wash. U. is for every 
student to become known to 
the faculty by name and story, 
and it seems that Gumins is 
well on his way to achiev-
ing that goal. By just a few 
degrees of separation, all 
roads seem to lead back to 
David Gumins. 

“Show genuine interest in 
people,” he said. “Don’t just 
meet new people, but get to 
know them. Everyone has 
their own story, and they’re 
really cool to get to know.”

With so much on his plate, 
though, it seems doubtful that 
Gumins could possibly juggle 
all these commitments and 
have time to engage meaning-
fully with people. The secret 
to his success, he said, is his 
Google Calendar. 

“The key to balancing 
everything,” he said, “is to 
know what is important and 
when. My priority depends 
on the week.” 

As he looks beyond his 

freshman year toward the 
future, and with his love of  
people and natural ability 
to speak in inspirational 
sound bites, further political 
involvement seeams a logical 
step. In fact, he is thinking of  
running for speaker for CS40 
Executive Board. 

“The real thing I want 
is to make a difference on 
campus,” he said. 

For Gumins, this means 
connecting people and help-
ing them voice their concerns. 

“I have the opportunity 
to speak with administrators 
and people who actually take 
student feedback and turn it 

into a reality,” he said. “My 
goal with all these positions 
is to connect the ideas and 
thoughts of the student body 
with people who can actually 
make things happen.”

As he wrapped up his 
thoughts on his involvement 
at Wash. U., he summed 
up his approach to life in 
what might be considered 
the modern college student’s 
interpretation of Thomas 
Jefferson’s belief in life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness:

“You do you,” he said. 
“Find what makes you happy 
and do it…as long as it’s 
legal.”

All roads lead to David Gumins
How one freshman seems to know everyone by name and story
LAURA HARVEY
SCENE EDITOR

Freshman David Gumins hugs an alpaca outside the Danforth University Center in the fall semester. 
Gumins is an active member of eight campus groups.

COURTESY OF DAVID GUMINS

DAVID GUMINS



The still-melting piles of  
snow around campus might 
suggest a different story, 
but baseball season is back 
in full swing. Washington 
University’s baseball 
team will start its season 
Saturday in Memphis, 
Tenn., against Wartburg 
College, and after narrowly 
missing out on the post-
season in 2013, the Bears’ 
core of  upperclassmen is 
aiming above all to return 
to the NCAA Division III 
tournament.

With nearly every top 
contributor from last year 
returning, the Bears are one 
of  the most experienced 
teams in the region; here’s 
a breakdown of  some key 
areas for Wash. U. in the 
coming season.

Offense
The Bears’ offensive 

efforts were marked by 
inconsistency in 2013: their 
40 games included either 
barrages of  runs or rows of  
zeroes on the scoreboard. 
They were undefeated in 12 
games when scoring eight 
or more runs but countered 
that production with 15 
instances of  scoring three 
runs or fewer.

Wash. U. returns all the 
centerpieces of  its lineup 
with the top five players 
in batting average, on-base 
percentage, hits, runs bat-
ted in and total bases from 
a year ago back in 2014.

“The name that every-
body would be familiar 
with who’s familiar with 
our program is Kyle Billig,” 
head coach Steve Duncan 
said. “He’s had a great 
career, and we have high 
expectations for him to 
kind of  anchor the offense.”

Senior outfielder Billig is 
a career .338 hitter and has 
a chance to end his career 
at the top of  a number of  
offensive categories in the 
Red and Green record 
book. He is already the pro-
gram’s all-time leader in 
stolen bases (89) and could 
finish first in hits (currently 
52 away), runs scored (15 
away) and triples (3 away). 

Beyond Billig, junior 
Chris Lowery hit a scorch-
ing .396 a year ago and 
also led the team in slug-
ging percentage, hits and 
total bases; junior Zack 
Kessinger hit .372 and 
knocked in 39 runs; and 
sophomore Max Golembo 
parlayed a strong batting 
eye (a team-high 29 walks) 

into a team-leading .437 
on-base percentage.

“What will help us this 
year is I think it’s a more 
balanced lineup from 
1-9. We don’t really have 
an offensive hole in that 
lineup. I think other pitch-
ing staffs are really going 
to have their work cut out 
for them to make it through 
our lineup three times in 
a game without giving up 
some runs,” Duncan said.

Pitching
Losing only one starting 

pitcher from an experienced 
core has the Bears’ rotation 
in a strong position heading 
into the season. Graduate 
student Stephen Bonser led 
the Bears with a 2.49 ERA 
and 56 strikeouts in 79.2 
innings pitched a year ago, 
and junior Dom Quaranta 
impressed after moving 
into the rotation, posting a 
1.84 ERA as a starter and 
being named to the All-
Central Region third team. 
Bonser and Quaranta each 
tallied seven wins in 2013, 
a combined 56 percent of  
the team’s total, and were 
the only qualifying pitchers 
with a sub-4 ERA. 

“Our pitching staff  is 
going to be anchored by 
Bonser and Dom Quaranta, 
both who had exceptional 
years last year,” Duncan 

said. “It gives us a little 
bit of  peace of  mind head-
ing into the season with 
two guys who have had so 
much success anchoring 
our pitching rotation.”

The pitching staff  will be 
aided by a strong defense—
the team’s .958 fielding 
percentage a year ago was 
tied for its best ever.

Outlook
After earning a bid each 

year from 2005-07, the 
Bears have played in the 
Division III tournament 
just twice in the last six 
seasons. Despite a win-
ning percentage of  .625 or 
greater in each of  Duncan’s 
three seasons, Wash. U.’s 
status as a Pool B team—
meaning that winning the 
conference does not auto-
matically entail a spot in 
the tournament—gives it a 
more difficult path to post-
season play.

“What that means is that 
every single game of  the 
season matters,” Duncan 
said. “We’re not in the posi-
tion that other schools are 
in where they can maybe 
start slow but as long as 
they get hot at the end of  
the season…we don’t have 
that opportunity. We have 
to build a resume from 
game 1 to game 48.”

The Bears’ lineup and 

rotation are heavily popu-
lated by upperclassmen, 
so the team hopes to avoid 
the early-season growing 
pains that have plagued it 
in recent years.

“It’s such an asset for 
us that we’ve got—the 
nucleus of  our team is 
really juniors, most of  the 

team is juniors and they’re 
not juniors who are just 
getting on the field for the 
first time—they’re guys 
that have started since 
their freshman year, who 
have been to an NCAA 
regional tournament, who 
have experienced the disap-
pointment of  not going last 

year,” Duncan said.
It’s clear which route 

they want to repeat this 
year, and combining their 
deep offense with strong 
pitching at the front of  the 
rotation will set the Bears 
on the right path in the 
opening weekend.
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If you’re a standout, you’ll fit right in.

Don’t just communicate ideas—experience them. 
Don’t memorize a foreign language—think in one.  
Don’t study the ruins—excavate them. 
Don’t analyze dreams—live them. 

This is the very essence of the University of 
Chicago Summer Session. Where students are 
engaged at every level—intellectually, socially, 
personally, and professionally. Where you can 
benefit from the value of taking university courses 
in an accelerated, intensive format. Join us this 
summer for an extraordinary learning experience 
at the academic home to 85 Nobel laureates. 

For students in high school, college, and beyond. 
June 23–August 29, 2014, 3, 4, 5, and 6-week 
sessions.

Apply today.
summer.uchicago.edu/VSFUEL
summer@uchicago.

Baseball aims to return to NCAA tournament
ZACH KRAM
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Graduate student Matt Tracy delivers a pitch during the Washington University baseball team’s 1-0 win over St. Norbert College on March 23, 2013, when Tracy pitched 
a complete-game shutout for his second win of the season. Tracy is one of three returning starting pitchers for the Bears.

SAHIL PATEL | STUDENT LIFE



N
uclear energy has 
been unreason-
ably assigned a 
litany of deroga-

tory connotations despite 
the fact that the hope of a 
future with sustainable energy 
rests on its development. 
Professor Richard Muller of  
the University of California-
Berkley wrote about a 
Frontline documentary from 
1997 that interviewed ordinary 
people on the streets about 
words they associate with 
“nuclear reactions.” The most 
common answers—“disaster, 
trouble, disgusting, dangerous, 
and radiation”—highlight 
our long-standing disdain for 
nuclear energy. America’s per-
ception of what nuclear energy 
is and what it can be needs to 
be reevaluated because current 
beliefs inhibit our progression 
to sustainable energy.

Disasters like those at 
Fukushima and Chernobyl 
have instilled a social stigma 
against nuclear energy and 
created the perception that 
the risk of nuclear energy far 
outweighs that of any other 
energy source. However, Dr. 
Herbert Inhaber, adviser to 
the Atomic Energy Control 
Board in Canada, asserts that, 
to measure the risk of energy 
production, it is not enough 
only to compare the total 
amount of life lost or damage 
caused. Instead, Inhaber 
points out that risk can only be 
compared between different 
sources when it is measured 
as “risk per unit of energy” 
and that the “total energy 
cycle” must be evaluated. By 
this method of risk assess-
ment, nuclear energy was the 
second-least-risky source of  
energy per kilowatt of power 

generated; only natural gas 
was less risky. Additionally, 
scientists at NASA’s Goddard 
Institute have found that 
nuclear energy has saved lives 
by replacing fossil fuel power 
plants. Dr. Pushker Kharecha, 
author of the published paper, 
calculates that 1.8 million 
pollution-related deaths have 
already been prevented by 
nuclear energy replacing fossil 
fuels and that the change 
has stopped 64 gigatons of  
greenhouse gas emissions. 
If nuclear energy were to 
replace fossil fuels on a large 
scale, Kharecha projects 
that 7 million lives would be 
saved in the next 40 years and 
greenhouse gas emissions will 
be reduced by 240 gigatons. 
While the overhaul of the 
energy industry to achieve 
this level of success would 
require both large amounts of  
time and capital, the potential 
for nuclear energy to reduce 
the dangers posed by climate 
change is undeniable. 

Dr. James Hansen, the 
pivotal researcher who has 
been calling attention to the 
hazards of climate change 
for decades, champions the 
advancement and utilization 
of nuclear technology as a 
means of mitigating the effects 
climate change. Hansen, along 
with three other preeminent 
climate scientists, asserts that 
“in the real world there is no 
credible path to climate stabi-
lization that does not include 
a substantial role for nuclear 
power.” 

Why nuclear energy and 
not solar or wind power? The 
reasons are simple: solar arrays 
and wind farms cannot handle 
the growing energy demand, 
and they are too expensive for 
the underwhelming amount 
of power they can provide. 
On the other hand, nuclear 

reactors, while expensive, 
generate more than enough 
energy to compensate for their 
cost. Moreover, the green-
house emissions generated 
from the construction of a 
reactor are the same as a wind 
turbine and less than that from 
photovoltaic cells. 

The price of a reactor will 
likely decrease drastically 
in the future, according to 
a recent article in Scientific 
American, as smaller modular 
reactors are designed that 
consume fuels other than 
uranium, such as thorium. 
Thorium naturally occurs 
in the Earth’s crust, is four 
times more prevalent than 
uranium and can be used 200 
times more efficiently than the 
uranium. A liquid fluoride tho-
rium reactor is a new design 
that doesn’t require water for 
cooling the core, high pressure 
or solid fuel—all of which con-
tribute to a meltdown. Unlike 
at Fukushima, thorium gener-
ators are not required to pump 
radioactive material out of the 
reactor in case of a meltdown. 
If a loss of power occurs, a 
thorium reactor shuts itself  
off automatically and sends 
its fuel into a containment 
chamber. It also produces far 
less waste than current reactor 
models. Hansen and his col-
leagues believe that “modern 
nuclear technology can reduce 
proliferation risks and solve 
the waste disposal problem 
by burning current waste and 
using fuel more efficiently.”

Nuclear energy should not 
be written off just because we 
have been conditioned to think 
that it is dangerous. It is our 
duty as earth dwellers to inves-
tigate all avenues of energy 
research so that we may find 
technologies that can provide 
a sustainable future for us and 
our planet.
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Proposed Treasury amendment is good first step

MARGARET FLATLEY | STUDENT LIFE

T
o what end are 
we filling out 
the Campus 
Climate Survey? 

The stunningly non-
communicative email 
accompanying the survey link 
gave no hints as to what the 
Mosaic Project’s Assessment 
and Benchmarking Group 
hopes to learn from the data 
collected, or how said data will 
be applied. I’m not a member 
of that working group so I 
can’t say this with certainty, 
but if they intended to capture 
the experiences of historically 
marginalized students on 
campus, I can identify at least 
one major problem with the 
language and construction of  
the survey: it was too nice.

After a few general 
demographic questions, the 
survey asks how “satisfied” the 
respondent is with the “sense 
of community” on campus. 
The question supposes Wash. 
U. has a cohesive community 
to begin with, thereby failing to 
address the nuanced possibil-
ity of feeling “satisfied” with 
a certain subset of peers and 
“dissatisfied” with Wash. U. 
generally. Although space is 
provided to expand on most 
answers, the survey often 
misses the point altogether by 
asking questions about the fre-
quency of distinct, identifiable 
events rather than impressions, 
perceptions or otherwise less 
tangible factors in a student’s 
experience. For example, at 
one point the survey asks 
how “fairly” the respondent 

has been treated. Which is 
fine. We want to know when 
something is overtly unfair or 
unjust, but asking if I’ve been 
treated fairly by other students 
doesn’t address whether or not 
I’ve been treated equally. My 
predominantly white freshman 
floormates weren’t “unfair” 
to me; they just never asked 
if I wanted to hang out in the 
common room or addressed 
me in public. Similarly, the 
survey asks whether or not the 
respondent ever considered 
leaving Wash. U. as a result of  
bias or discrimination. When 
I wanted to drop out, it wasn’t 
because someone called me a 
racial slur. It was because when 
my grades and mental health 
started to suffer, it served as 
reminder of my unfitness for a 
university that caters to upper-
class white students. Wash. 
U.’s culture excludes implicitly 
and insidiously by relying on 
the invisibility of students with 
subordinate identities until it’s 
time to highlight diversity on 
campus and our presence sud-
denly becomes convenient.

But no one wants to hear 
that. As a campus, we are so 
afraid of saying the wrong 
thing, hurting someone’s feel-
ings or becoming implicated 
that we take every opportunity 
to distance ourselves by disen-
gaging in conversations that get 
at the heart of diversity issues. 
I’m guilty of this too and even 
hesitated to write this because 
I didn’t want to upset people 
whom I like and respect that 
work really hard on diversity-
geared campus initiatives. But 
the Mosaic Project, especially 
when it engages the student 

body, needs to be as direct as 
possible.  

The peculiarity of niceness 
on campus has been painfully 
obvious at various times in 
the last few months (take for 
example the habit of refer-
ring to instances of racism, 
sexism, etc. as “incidents”), 
but never more dangerously 
than with this survey. The 
survey is supposed to be the 
opportunity for students to 
articulate their experiences 
so that the problems can be 
corrected but asks questions so 
vaguely that we can’t possibly 
target what makes Wash. U. 
such an uncomfortable place 
sometimes. With precious few 
forums to talk about our expe-
riences, it’s disappointing when 
the Mosaic Project unveils ini-
tiatives that only serve to make 
the dominant group feel better 
about the subtle patronization 
of their non-attention. So, I 
ask again: to what end are we 
filling out the Campus Climate 
Survey? 

If it’s to make Wash. U. 
better, then actually do that. 
Let’s make Wash. U. a model 
for diversity and inclusion by 
getting serious about asking 
tough questions and welcom-
ing answers we probably don’t 
want to hear. Let’s lean into the 
discomfort and stop congratu-
lating ourselves for doing the 
bare minimum. But most 
importantly, let’s remain criti-
cal of our efforts because thus 
far we’ve allowed ourselves to 
confuse posturing and pander-
ing for meaningful, productive 
conversation. And let’s stop 
allowing niceness stand in the 
way of that.

OP-ED SUBMISSIONNuclear energy, our destiny
Let’s stop allowing niceties to 

prevent meaningful discussions 
about diversity

AARON HALL
STAFF WRITER

KIERSTAN CARTER
CLASS OF 2016

T
he proposed 
amendment to 
the Treasury seat 
allocation process 

that is up for a vote Thursday 
is an excellent first step in cre-
ating a better-engaged student 
government at Washington 
University. We applaud 
Student Union for taking 
steps to ensure that students 
from every school are repre-
sented in student government 
and the allocation of our 
student activity fee.  However, 
changing the seat allocation 
process on Treasury only 
alleviates one symptom of  
the larger problem of low 
student involvement in SU as 
a whole. Moreover, requir-
ing 75 votes for write-in 

candidates severely limits 
the possibility of write-in 
candidates from smaller 
undergraduate schools and 
tilts Treasury representation 
in favor of larger schools like 
Arts & Sciences, which is 
already overrepresented.

Nearly every undergradu-
ate at Wash. U. is involved in 
a student group that receives 
part of the $2.5 million-
plus in activities fees that 
we all pay into, yet interest 
in student government is 
notoriously low here. Student 
Union should take additional 
steps to engage the student 
body in the distribution of the 
activities fee. 

While it is understandable 
that many students do not 

have the time or patience to 
commit to being on Treasury 
or Senate, it is still surpris-
ing that so few students have 
interest in student govern-
ment at Wash. U. Perhaps it 
has to do with the numerous 
negative interactions that 
student groups have had with 
Treasury. It is truly a rare 
occasion for a student group 
to leave a Treasury appeal 
happy with the amount of  
funding it has received. What 
these student groups fail to 
realize is that they could rem-
edy this situation if they were 
represented on Treasury. The 
solution to a failure to secure 
funds from SU is not to gripe 
but to participate.

Treasury and SU as a 

whole could also take larger 
steps toward ensuring more 
diverse representation in their 
organizations. One possible 
route would be limiting the 
overrepresentation of certain 
schools. While the Olin 
School of Business houses 
only 762 of 6,483 full-time 
undergraduate students 
(based on statistics from Fall 
2012), it holds a third of all 
Treasury seats. While it is 
understandable that Treasury 
would rather have someone 
in a seat instead of no one, 
the disproportionate represen-
tation of the business school 
in Treasury skews funding 
allocations and appeals at 
least on a subconscious level.  

The 75-vote requirement 

for write-in candidates 
also limits the ability of  
smaller schools to get onto 
Treasury. Ensuring that the 
highest-voted student from all 
schools can acquire a seat on 
Treasury is a good first step, 
but with only 168 students, 
nearly half of the architecture 
school would have to write in 
a candidate for it to acquire a 
write-in seat on Treasury. In 
comparison, a little less than 2 
percent of the College of Arts 
& Sciences’ 3,980 students 
would have to write in a 
candidate for the candidate 
to be eligible for a seat. This 
system makes it dispropor-
tionately difficult for students 
from smaller schools to get 
into Treasury. It is also worth 

noting that no art or architec-
ture students are currently on 
Treasury and consequently 
were unable to vote on this 
amendment when it was 
passed through Treasury.

Overall, both SU and the 
student body as a whole need 
to do a better job engaging 
and including diverse perspec-
tives in how student money 
is allocated. Student Union 
needs to reach out to smaller 
undergraduate schools to 
increase their participation 
in student government, and 
all undergraduate students at 
Wash. U. needs to understand 
that they have the ability to 
wield far more influence over 
their student activity fee than 
they realize. 
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thumbs 
down

thumbs 
up

Thumbs down to Chill Frozen 
Yogurt closing in early March. 
Greek Life will never be the same 
again.

Thumbs down to teenage Olym-
pians making all of us feel unac-
complished and old.

Thumbs down to not having 
President’s Day off. Why won’t 
we honor our namesake?

Thumbs up to our reprieve from 
below-freezing temperatures, 
even if it is temporary. Winter is 
still here.

Thumbs up to increasing sustain-
ability awareness on campus. 
Recycle this newspaper.

Thumbs up to everybody who 
has liked us on Facebook so far. 
To everyone else, you’re missing 
out.

th
umbs up thumbs dow

n

I 
risked imprison-
ment and death 
in order to study 
at Washington 

University.
Last summer I was 

thrilled to learn that I had 
earned admission and a 
scholarship to the Brown 
School of  Social Work. 
But I almost could not be 
here—for one reason.

I am a Palestinian from 
Bethlehem.

I needed to go to the 
United States consulate in 
Jerusalem to apply for my 
visa. Bethlehem is only 
six miles from Jerusalem, 
but it is extremely difficult 
to get there because less 
than a decade ago the 
State of  Israel built a giant 
wall between the cities. I 
went through the proper 
bureaucratic channels to 
apply to enter Jerusalem. 
The Israelis denied me 
permission—on four 
separate occasions. They 
claimed I was a security 
threat—but offered no 
explanation why. I have 
never committed any 
crime or been to jail.

When I explained the 
situation to the American 
officials they told me 
that’s not their problem. 
In order to apply for a 
visa I needed to be at their 
consulate at 10 a.m. on 
July 16.

So I had to sneak 
around like a criminal, 
evading soldiers. I went 
miles away to find a small 
opening. I went through 
hills. I went through thorn 

trees. I crawled through 
a sewage pipe—knowing 
that others caught in such 
pipes have suffocated to 
death after Israeli soldiers 
discovered them and shot 
tear gas into the pipes or 
sicced dogs on them.

When I arrived in 
Jerusalem I washed 
myself  with a bottle of  
water, covered my cuts 
and bruises with an extra 
pair of  clothes I had in a 
backpack and went into 
the consulate to talk with 
the American officials. 
Then I immediately hid in 
a friends’ house for three 
days, not daring to go 
outside.

I made it here. I’m 
lucky—thousands of  other 
Palestinians who want 
to study aren’t so lucky. 
That’s why it upset me 
to read that Washington 
University Chancellor 
Mark Wrighton recently 
condemned the American 
Studies Association’s 
(ASA) endorsement 
of  a boycott of  Israeli 
academic institutions. 
Although an extremely 
limited boycott, which 
only targets institu-
tions and not individual 
academics, Wrighton 
stated that he was “deeply 
troubled and dismayed” 
because “the boycott 
directly violates academic 
freedom.”

What about my aca-
demic freedom? What 
about the tens of  thou-
sands of  Palestinian 
children and teachers 
whose movement to and 
from their schools is 
impeded by the Israeli 

military?
Forget academic—what 

about basic freedom? The 
State of  Israel made my 
family stateless refugees 
in 1948 until now. It 
steals our lands. It steals 
our water. It denies us 
freedom of  movement. It 
taxes us without repre-
sentation. It subjects us 
to arbitrary violence and 
detention without any 
meaningful due process. 
It allows fanatical, armed 
religious settlers to tor-
ment us and applies a 
separate code of  law to 
Palestinians than it does 
to Jewish Israelis. 

Why is Chancellor 
Wrighton unconcerned 
about violations of  both 
my academic rights and 
my basic human rights, 
but he is “deeply troubled 
and dismayed” that per-
haps a handful of  Israeli 
academics may have to 
pay for their own airplane 
tickets if  they decide to 
participate in an ASA 
conference?

I commend the ASA 
for heeding the call of  
the Palestinian people for 
Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions against institu-
tions that are complicit 
in sustaining the Israeli 
system of  ethnic discrimi-
nation and domination. 
This nonviolent move-
ment helped change the 
unjust apartheid system 
in South Africa—and 
it can also support our 
struggle to end apartheid 
in Palestine so that all can 
enjoy equal rights, regard-
less of  race, ethnicity or 
religion.

T
his is my second 
semester here 
at Washington 
University. I am 

a freshman. Since mid-
August, when I arrived 
for my pre-orientation 
program, I have attended 
more than six panels. For 
those who do not know, a 
panel is where a general 
idea is introduced, such as 
navigating through college 
or finding a summer job/
internship/activity, and 
a group of  typically four 
students, mostly juniors and 
seniors, answers questions 
about its collective experi-
ences. At first, attending 
this was very worthwhile. 
I always felt like I learned 
something from the panel’s 
experiences—finding out 
what clubs are worth join-
ing or how to get past the 
stigma attached to Greek 
life and try rushing anyway. 
But they quickly became 
excessive.

Each panel felt like an 
iteration of  the last. Four 
students would valiantly 
sacrifice their time, with 
good intentions, to try and 
aid those of  us new to the 
inner workings of  the col-
lege world. The problem 
is that every story seems 
to boil down to this: try 
out lots of  different classes 
to find your major, even 
if  you think you already 
know it; join a variety of  
clubs and give them each 
a chance before decid-
ing which you will spend 
the next four years doing; 
and find a happy balance 
between working hard and 
playing hard so that you are 
happy inside and outside 
the classroom. Initially, this 

advice was insightful and 
helped build self-confidence. 
However, it quickly felt like 
a waste of  time. There are 
only so many times you 
can hear the same ques-
tion be answered. There 
are only so many questions 
to ask. There are only so 
many times you can listen 
to the same experience be 
mentioned.

Recently, I attended an 
event hosted by the Career 
Center. Admittedly, I 
neglected to read the actual 
description of  the event. 
As you can guess, it was a 
panel. And it was exactly 
as I remembered them. 
The most I got out of  this 
event was putting my name 
on an email list and filling 
out a form with personal 
information saying that I 
was interested in a summer 
internship. Again, upper-
classmen had donated their 
time to informing their fel-
low students. Again, there 
seemed to be a repetition 
of  stories. Unfortunately, I 
did not feel like I had really 
gained anything out of  the 
hour I spent in College Hall 
at the event except for a 
cup of  hot chocolate. I felt 
like I wanted guidance and 
resources, not stories, and 
that none of  the events that 
I had been able to find actu-
ally aided this route of  my 
endeavors.

This past Monday, Feb. 
17, I had a meeting sched-
uled at the Career Center. I 
was meeting with a young 
woman to review my 
resume for applying to sum-
mer jobs and internships. 
She helped me brainstorm 
ways to make it look prettier 
and more organized, which 
proved to be a valuable 
use of  20 minutes. Even 
more importantly, she gave 

me directions on how to 
navigate the Career Center 
website and specific links 
that would help me find 
opportunities through both 
Washington University and 
other colleges with which 
we network, her example 
being New York University.

What I got was partially 
what I was looking for. I 
received guidance toward 
where I can find summer 
opportunities. I received 
help in making myself  
more eligible for these 
opportunities. In hindsight, 
I realize that what I was 
looking for—help in finding 
precisely what opportunity 
I would like to pursue—was 
in fact far too much to hope 
for. However, her help was 
a great start, functioning as 
a serviceable stepping stone. 
I never felt quite this aided 
from a mere student panel.

I do not mean to belittle 
student panels. They serve 
a function and help with 
adapting from home life 
to college life, becoming 
more social and becoming 
more involved on campus. 
However, there seems to be 
too many of  them. Rather 
than a panel, a presentation 
could be made. It would 
consist of  showing how to 
find, and where to get, the 
information one is look-
ing for, be it in the Career 
Center or anywhere else. As 
the presentation develops, 
students would intermit-
tently explain their stories 
in interacting with these 
tools, serving as testimoni-
als. This sort of  setup would 
accomplish every goal of  
the panel while enlightening 
newer students about the 
resources available to them 
and providing guidance 
that a panel never felt like it 
delivered.

Takin’ care of business
(and workin’ overtime)

ROBBY BRACHMAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

OP-ED SUBMISSION

MURAD OWDA
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

Regarding the American Studies 
Association and boycotting 

Israeli academic institutions

ANDREW KAY | STUDENT LIFE
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 Half off lunch  
(11-3pm) with 
this coupon

 Delicious  
Healthy Food

Free Wi-Fi

 Great beer & 
cocktail selection

www.HandleBarSTl.com  
4127 Manchester 63110 • 314.652.2212  

faceBook.com/HandleBarSTl

Happy Hour at Pan D’Olive

pandolivestl.com • 1603 mccausland

Mon-Fri •  4 to 7 pm  
$3 wine •  $2 select beer • $5 flatbreads

$1.50 arancini’s • $1 phyllo cigars
1 mile south of campus

$1.50 arancini's
$1 phyllo cigars

33 Pointersaurus Contest Winners!

3rd
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12/23-LJ (R) 12/30-EB

$1077
2 Half Pasta Orders & 

2 Dinner Salads

POINTERS PIZZA • 314-644-2000
Not valid with other offers. 

Valid through 3/15/14

+tax

PASTA SPECIAL!!

$999
16” X-Large, 1-topping 

POINTERS PIZZA • 314-644-2000
Extra toppings $1.19 ea. With this ad.

Not valid with other offers.
Valid through 3/15/14

+tax

PIZZA

$850
Large 1-topping Pizza

POINTERS PIZZA • 314-644-2000
With this ad. Not valid with other offers. 

Valid through 3/15/14

+tax

LUNCH SPECIAL!!

644-2000 • 1023 S. BIG BEND (Clayton & Big Bend) 
www.pointersdelivery.com • 644-3800 (fax)

HOME OF THE POINTERSAURUS 
FEED 15-20 PEOPLE FOR ONLY $40!

22nd

Monday - Sunday 10am - 2am • Pizza Available in Thick, Thin or Original Crust

ONLINE ORDERING

AVAILABLE!

FEED 15-20 PEOPLE FOR ONLY$40!

Free  
22 ounce drink 

with purchase of 
any pita with a 

Wash U ID

6120 Delmar

across from 

the Pageant

(314) 261-4884

LUNCH
COMBOS6$

BOGO DURING JANUARY & FEBRUARY

Mon-Fri  6:30-4:00
Sat-Sun    7:00-3:00   

36 N. Brentwood Blvd. 
Clayton, MO 63105 

•  Specialty Breakfast,  
Luncheon & Dessert Crepes

•  Belgian Waffles, Quiche, 
Sandwiches, Salads & Soups

•  Espressos, Coffees, Teas  
& Smoothies

www.citycoffeeandcreperie.com • 314-862-city (2489)

36 N. Brentwood Blvd. 
Clayton, MO 63105 

Mon-Fri  6:30-4:00
Sat-Sun    7:00-3:00   

valid monday-
ThurSday15% STudeNT diSCOuNT

FREE 
COOKIE OR KRISPY

with the purchase of any regular sized bowl
(just show us your Wash U student or staff  ID)

noodles.com/orderonline

Located in Th e Loop
6310 Delmar Blvd

T 314.721.1819
We Accept Bear Bucks!

Call ahead or order online. 
It’ll be ready when you get here.

Amendment aims 
to increase student 
representation

After being passed by 
Student Union Senate and 
Treasury, a constitutional 
amendment that aims to 
improve student representation 
in Treasury now awaits the stu-
dent body’s vote.

The amendment would 
reserve a seat for the student 
from each school who received 
the highest number of votes. If  
no students from a particular 
school were on the ballot, a 
student from that school could 
secure a seat by garnering 75 
write-in votes. Otherwise, the 
seat would go to the student 
who received the most votes 
regardless of school, as is the 
current Treasury procedure. 

Senior Michele Hall, the 
former Treasury member who 
wrote the amendment, said it is 
intended to help students from 
smaller schools such as Art, 
Architecture and Engineering 

participate in Treasury if they 
are interested.

“I really wanted to increase 
the diversity of Treasury, and 
this [amendment] was one of  
the more equitable ways to do 
that,” Hall said. 

Hall also said that she hoped 
that an effect of the amend-
ment would be to help remove 
stereotypes about the kind of  
students that are in Treasury.

“I hope it removes the 
stigma that there’s a certain 
type of student who belongs 
on Treasury,” Hall said. “It is 
going to take time for these stig-
mas to go away…SU will have 
to do a lot of recruitment, but 
you can’t do that recruitment 
without the amendment.”

In addition to Senate and 
Treasury, senior and Student 
Union President Matt Re 
voiced his support for the 
amendment.

“Myself and the rest of  

MANVITHA MARNI
NEWS EDITOR

RECYCLING FROM PAGE 1

STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE

displayed by the Clocktower for 
the week.

The inspiration for Mount 
Trashmore came from Oswald’s 
previous experiences with waste 
audits, in which all of the trash 
for one night from a certain part 
of campus is collected together.

“You just look at all this 
trash, and you’re shocked that 
it’s just from one night,” Oswald 
said. “Normally, people don’t 
realize how much trash they 
do generate, so it doesn’t feel 
as present. We’re hoping this 
will cause the same emotion in 
other people, for them to start 
realizing that this is what we’re 
creating and now we need to see 
how to fix it.”

Junior Sydney Kapp, who 
lives in South 40 House, said 
that the bins caught her atten-
tion immediately.

“I can see them when I look 
out my window,” Kapp said. “I 
guess the amount of trash in it is 
expected when you consider the 
number of trash rooms per floor 
on the 40 and then consider that 
amount for every dorm.”

The Office of Sustainability 
received a grant that was 
focused on waste. With the 

grant, it has started focusing 
efforts on ways to make stu-
dents aware of composting by 
means of Green Ambassadors, 
Compost Ambassadors at all 
of the trash bins and making 
all the major orientation events 
zero-waste.

“There are a lot of changes 
we’ve been making,” Oswald 
said. “We’ve updated the waste 
cans with pictures and label-
ing to help clarify what can be 
recycled and what can’t. We 
also noticed that having ambas-
sadors at the compost stations 
to tell students how to sort their 
waste has made a really big 
difference.”

According to Oswald, while 
ambassadors were at the sta-
tions, roughly 90 percent of  
waste generated from campus 
was kept out of landfills; a 
month later, there was only a 
3-percent decrease without the 
presence of ambassadors. 

“There’s this assumption 
that we’re a really green school, 
but we actually have this huge 
capacity to be greener,” junior 
Libby Mohr, waste produc-
tion and diversion intern, said. 
“There’s a lot more focus that 

could be put on recycling and 
composting that this event will 
hopefully help call attention to.”

Out of the different cat-
egories within the competition, 
Washington University has gen-
erally done best at the Gorilla 
Challenge, which monitors ton-
nage of recycling. Oswald says 
that while this is a good sign of  
recycling, the competition only 
takes into account total waste 
recycled, not waste per capita.

“We could have just been 
generating a lot more waste 
than other schools, rather than 
recycling more of our waste 
per capita than them,” she said. 
“This year, we’d really like to do 
better in other categories that 
some of the other universities 

have traditionally been better 
at.”

The other categories of the 
competition include greatest 
percentage of overall waste 
diverted from landfills (Grand 
Champion) and the greatest 
amount of recyclables per per-
son (Per Capita Classic). In 
addition to Mount Trashmore, 
other outreach events will take 
place during the two-month 
span. 

“Even if it’s not perfect, 
everyone just making a small 
effort would have a huge 
impact,” Oswald said. “Just 
getting people more aware 
and seeing what little they 
can change would be a job 
accomplished.” SEE SU, PAGE 9
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HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
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will spell the 
complete phrase 
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HOUSING FROM PAGE 1

not as resistant to the idea 
of  gender-neutral housing 
as some may think.

“We’ve been studying 
and examining the idea of  
expanding it to the 40. My 
desire is actually to do that, 
but we have a process that 
we have to go through…
My hope is that by fall 
when the housing task force 
comes together and meets 
again, we’ll share with 
them the research and the 
information and all the con-
siderations,” Justin Carroll, 
dean of  students, said.

Carroll noted that after a 
sharp increase in the num-
ber of  students living in 
mixed-gender housing in 
2011 to 72, the number has 
returned to a more typical 
37 for the 2013-14 academic 
year, but the number has 
the potential to be much 
greater because any suite 
with singles off  the South 
40 has the potential to be 
gender-neutral.

He admitted that some 
practical issues would need 
to be addressed before 
the expansion could take 
place on the South 40. For 
instance, the software used 
for room assignments would 
need to be recoded from its 
current state of  being gen-
der binary. Other issues 
include costs and room size 
as the policy currently does 
not allow for mixed-gender 
rooms, but single rooms cost 
more than doubles.

Carroll noted that a sur-
vey would likely be sent to 
students later this semester 
to consider their opinions 
on the issue of  gender-neu-
tral housing.

Raised awareness of  
the issue was caused by 
a Facebook post written 
by Wolf  Smith earlier this 

week, which was then con-
verted to an article on the 
Washington University 
Political Review website. 
Pride Alliance created a 
petition for students to sign, 
which has garnered more 
than 300 signatures so far.  

“We are really glad that 
Wolf  [Smith] and Pride 
Alliance have taken an 
interest in this. Their sup-
port means a lot,” Chase 
said. “We know that they’ve 
already garnered over 200 
signatures and we recog-
nize the importance of  the 
[lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender] side of  the issue, 
and for us it’s about all stu-
dents being able to have the 
option to live with who they 
want to live with regardless 
of  gender.”

“I think the real shame 
of  the situation is that 
Residential life advertises 
itself  as having gender-neu-
tral housing but does not 
have a clause that specifies 
it as only in certain areas, 
such as in BLOC housing. 
The South 40 is the only 
place where [nearly] every 
single student will live at 
some point during their 
time at Wash. U. Due to 
that fact, gender-neutral 
housing should be available 
wherever students want to 

live. Wash. U. prides itself  
on being an inclusive place 
for [lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer, intersex 
and asexual] individuals, 
and by making gender-neu-
tral housing on the 40 a 
priority, the school would 
be putting its money where 
its mouth is, per se,” sopho-
more Cameron Kinker, one 
of  Chase’s friends, said.

Another friend of  the 
students, freshman Gaelyn 
Golde, said she definitely 
felt that the four should 
have been allowed to live 
together.

“I honestly feel like 
who you live with in col-
lege should be a personal 
choice,” she said. “Most stu-
dents will probably gravitate 
toward single-sex housing 
just based on precedent, but 
I think that precedent could 
and should change.”

According to Chase, sev-
eral other surveyed students 
from the Pride Alliance 
petition expressed a similar 
sentiment, stating that all 
students should be allowed 
housing that makes them 
feel more comfortable.

Neither Wolf  Smith, 
president of  Pride Alliance, 
nor Christine Dolan, LGBT 
coordinator, were available 
for comment.

The sophomore honorary 
Lock and Chain kicked off  
George Washington Week 
with a panel on diversity of  
divinity.

As is the tradition of  
George Washington Week, 
the honorary is hosting a 
weeklong series of  events 
intended to bring together 
the Washington University 
community. The theme of  
this year’s events is diver-
sity, which was spotlighted 
through Monday night’s dis-
cussion on religion.

During the dis-
cussion, clergy and 
laypeople of  five major 
religions—Catholicism, 
Buddhism, Judaism, 
Islam and Evangelical 
Christianity—talked about 
their religious philosophies 
and the problems that cur-
rently beguile their faiths.  

The panelists included 
Father Gary Braun of  the 
Catholic Student Center; 
Maysa Albarcha, director 
and speaker for the Islamic 

Speakers Bureau of  St. 
Louis; Jacqueline Levey, 
president and CEO of St. 
Louis Hillel; and others. 

Audience members found 
the event insightful into how 
much common philosophy 
these different faiths actually 
share. 

“I think that a common 
misconception about diver-
sity in belief  is that people 
focus too much on the dis-
similarities between religions 
when really there’s a lot of  
common ground,” freshman 
Olivia Williams said. 

Albarcha noted that moral-
ity is generally the same 
across religions.

“No one in their religion 
would say that you should 
lie, cheat, gossip, steal…” 
Albarcha said. “Everyone 
knows what sin is.” 

While audience and panel 
members expressed satisfac-
tion with this conversation, 
they also expressed regret 
that conversations like it 
aren’t as common as they 
could be.

“At Wash. U., I haven’t 

had too many discussions 
about religious beliefs,” 
freshman Nicholas Machak 
said. “It’s more like, ‘keep to 
yourself.’”

Lerone Martin, moderator 
for the discussion and a post-
doctoral research associate, 
agreed.

“I think that types of  
events like this are steps in 
the right [direction] to help 
increase understanding of  
various faith communities 
and step in the right way in 
terms of  religious literacy,” 
he said.

In addition to the discus-
sion, George Washington 
Week featured a creative 
works exhibit and film 
screening. A benefit night will 
take place on Thursday night 
at Noodles & Company, and 
the annual WUnity Ball will 
take place on Friday. The 
week will conclude with a 
service trip to the St. Louis 
Transitional Hope House, 
hosted by both Lock and 
Chain and Engage360, which 
provides job and life skills to 
city residents.

Beyond the horse and 
buggy: Lock and Chain 
panel highlights need for 
inter-faith conversation
DYLAN BASSETT
STAFF REPORTER

[Student Union] exec 
council are in support of  
the amendment because it 
opens up the possibility for 
students from not-as-large 
schools to be on Treasury,” 
Re said.

He added that the 

amendment would make 
it easier for SU to encour-
age students in smaller 
colleges such as Art or 
Architecture to run for 
Treasury as there would 
be a seat specifically desig-
nated for a representative 

from that school.
“In terms of  a recruit-

ment perspective, it’s a 
really powerful thing for 
me,” Re said. “It’s a way 
for us to say, ‘Hey, look, 
your voice is important on 
Treasury.’”
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