
Celebrating its 60th year 
with a roster including celebri-
ties, noted scientists and social 
activists, Washington University 
announced its spring 2014 
Assembly Series schedule on 
Monday.

Speakers announced include 
Sheryl WuDunn, founder of  the 
Half  the Sky movement, poli-
tician Jon Huntsman and Joe 
Pantoliano, who played Ralphie 
on “The Sopranos” and is now 
an advocate for mental health 
awareness. 

The series is intended to pro-
vide intellectual opportunities 
that bring the St. Louis commu-
nity onto the Danforth Campus, 
but the most notable speeches in 
this semester’s lineup are actu-
ally funded by Student Union, 
with most spots reserved for 
students.

All speaker events funded by 
SU guarantee at least 85 per-
cent of  the seats to be reserved 
for students and are only given 
to community members if  there 
is not sufficient undergraduate 
interest. SU Treasury allo-
cated about $70,000 in student 

activity fee money for WuDunn, 
Huntsman and Pantoliano.

“We used to give a bunch of  
money to Assembly Series and 
then let them decide what to do 
with it, and we had no say in 
the process,” senior Sean Janda, 
speaker of  the SU Treasury, 
said. “Three years ago, we 
decided we wanted to have 
more control with that money 
so we [established] SU Speaker 
Series.”

Student Union partners with 
the Barbara Rea, director of  
the Assembly Series, to handle 
the logistics of  bringing speak-
ers it funds to come to campus, 
Janda said. Rea decides whom 
to list as part of  the University 
Assembly Series based on the 
expected academic merit of  the 
speakers’ addresses.

Rea could not be reached for 
comment over the weekend.

One speaker, Huntsman, was 
funded on a Treasury appeal 
by the Washington University 
Political Review last spring. 
Unbeknownst to WUPR and 
SU, the Alumni Association 
was in talks with Huntsman 
about appearing as a special 
guest speaker at Founders Day 

in the fall of  2013 as the speak-
ers for that event are usually 
kept secret. SU was informed 
after it approved the petition 
that Huntsman would likely be 
speaking in the fall, which he 
eventually did.

Although Huntsman spoke 
last semester, WUPR editor-
in-chief  and senior Moira 
Moynihan is confident that his 
speech this spring will serve a 
different audience.

“The last event was primar-
ily for donors. This will be an 
address aimed at students,” 
Moynihan said. 

Sophomore Geena Kandel 
said she was excited to hear 
neuropsychiatrist Eric Kandel, 
to whom she is not related, 
speak. 

“I’m looking forward to his 
visit. He’s accomplished so 
much in his field, and I think 
that Wash. U. students are lucky 
to have the amazing opportunity 
to see him,” Geena Kandel said.

The 12 speeches run from 
Feb. 4 to April 17, though 
the speaker for the April 10 
Skandalaris Center Lecture on 
Social Entrepreneurship has yet 
to be announced.

After the success of  its first 
Neuroweek last April, student 
group Synapse is hoping to 
expand its audience with this 
year’s events.

Neuroweek, which was 
created to promote neurosci-
ence awareness among the 
Washington University com-
munity, is a weeklong series of  
programs ranging from a sur-
gery screening on Monday to 
a NeurOlympics trivia event 
Thursday night.

A highlight of  this year’s 
Neuroweek will be the “Sleep 
Crash Course” to be held in 
Ursa’s Cafe on Tuesday, which 
will feature a presenter from 
the Washington University 
School of  Medicine’s Sleep 
Medicine Center, who will be 
discussing effective sleeping 
techniques. Junior Elizabeth 
Chen, Synapse’s internal vice 
president, hopes that this event 
will help draw in students who 
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Though tuition has been 
steadily increasing every year 
in memory, students are still 
frustrated with the adminis-
tration’s low prioritization of  
affordability.

Washington University 
announced last week that 
undergraduate tuition would 
be increasing to $45,700 for the 
2014-15 year, a $1,600 jump 
that signifies the lowest percent 
increase in decades but is still 
enough to raise student concern.

Some feel that they have been 
unfairly trapped into paying 
more than they bargained for.

“I think it is ridiculous and 
unnecessary for the price of  col-
lege to rise at such a high rate,” 
freshman Christian Ralph said. 
“To casually raise tuition for 
the next school year by $1,600 
unfairly puts a strain on people 
who can barely afford college as 
is.”

“Freshmen students, by the 
time they graduate, will end 
up having to pay thousands of  

dollars more than what they 
[thought they would be] paying 
initially,” he added.

Barbara Feiner, vice chancel-
lor for finance, noted that tuition 
covers numerous expenses, 
including compensation, sala-
ries, benefits and fringes for 
staff, controllable costs, travel, 
training supplies, computers, 
and facilities. Tuition is also 
used to cover the allocation of  
the salaries of  administrators 
such as the chancellor who do 
not work for a single school 
within the University. 
She was quick to note that the 
tuition rate of  increase is at its 
lowest in 60 years but did not 
think that the increases would 
ever come to a full stop.

“We want to give sal-
ary increases. We want to 
do new work and move the 
University forward, and that 
takes money,” Feiner said. 
Tuition is the largest source 
of  revenue in each of  the four 
undergraduate schools. It is also 
unrestricted, which means the 
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Ringing in the Lunar New Year
JUSTIN HO | STUDENT LIFE

Senior Jeff Ni and sophomore Sarah Jeu perform the lion dance at a preview event for the Lunar New Year Festival. 
The dance is traditionally performed on the first day of the new year and during other festivals and celebrations. FOR 
MORE LNYF COVERAGE, SEE SCENE, PAGE 3. SEE TUITION, PAGE 2

SEE NEUROWEEK, PAGE 2

SPEAKERS

SHERYL WUDUNN
FEBRUARY 11

JON HUNTSMAN, JR.
FEBRUARY 25

JOE PANTOLIANO
MARCH 31

Students look forward to spring semester visits 
from Jon Huntsman, Sheryl WuDunn, others
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HELP! 
My daughter is eating off of the  
floor of her NYC apartment!  

Will someone please drive some  
dishes (not her dishes)

QUICK $100  

GAS MONEY

Please contact Carmen @ (314) 330-0813

MONDAY 27
Department of Music   
Spring 2014 Lecture Series
Music Classroom Building, Room 102,   
4:30 p.m.
“Meet the Composer” by Courtney Bryan, 
doctoral candidate in composition. The 
lecture is free and open to the public. 

TUESDAY 28
Tuesday Tea @ 3
Danforth University Center, Tisch 
Commons, 3 p.m.
Relax and gather with friends and col-
leagues over tea and cookies, and learn 
about the events scheduled for the week.

WUSTL Libraries Workshop Series
Olin Library ARC, Level A, 10 a.m.
“Research Management: Zotero.” Zotero 
is a simple tool that helps you collect, 
organize, cite and share research sources. 
The class is free and open to University 
students, faculty and staff. 

WEDNESDAY 29
WUSTL Libraries Authors Book Talk
Olin Library, Gingko Reading Room, Level 
1, 4 p.m.
A discussion of “Color Matters: Skin Tone 
Bias and the Myth of a Postracial America” 
will be led by editor Kimberly Norwood, 
professor of law. A reception and book sale 
will follow. The event is free and open to 
the public.

EVENT
CALENDAR

“...One of last year’s 

martial artists who 

graduated either a 

year or two ago had 

come back to coach us 

and give us advice. He 

literally has the sexiest 

acrobatic kicks that I 

have ever seen.”

-Darron Su, sophomore 

Lunar New Year 

Festival participant

NEWS IN BRIEF
CAMPUS
Stuart 
Bunderson, 
the George 
and Carol 
Bauer pro-
fessor of  or-
ganizational 
ethics & 
governance, 
has accepted 
the appoint-
ment to the 
position of  
associate dean of  executive programs at 
the Olin Business School. Bunderson will 
officially take his post on March 1, 2014.

Washington Uni-
versity will partner 
with Yonsei Uni-
versity in Seoul, 
South Korea to 
develop a unique 
learning experi-
ence to master the 
complex world of  

business. The partnership would create 
the opportunity to earn two degrees on 
two continents in a new Global Master of  
Finance Dual Degree program.

LOCAL
The St. Louis Fire Department rescued a 
puppy from a drainage pipe at 9 a.m. on 
Sunday. The owner was walking the dog 
on the sidewalk when the dog fell into a 
drain that had not been properly covered. 
Firefighters were able to pull the small 
puppy out by lowering a noose into the 
pipe. The puppy was carried away by its 
owner. 

Tim Wolfe, 
president of  
the University 
of  Missouri 
System, 
requested an 
independent 
investigation 
of  Mizzou’s 
handling of  
a rape case 
involving 
former Miz-
zou swimmer Sasha Menu Courey, who 
in 2011 committed suicide after allegedly 
being raped by members of  the school’s 
football team. 

NATIONAL
Dave Strack, a former University of  Ari-
zona athletic director, died on Saturday 
at the age of  90. Strack was known for 
hiring the first black basketball coach at a 
major university.

Justin Bernard Singleton was arrested 
for the murder of  South Carolina State 
University student Brandon Robinson 
early Saturday. Singleton allegedly shot 
Robinson in the neck Friday while the 
two were having an argument.

NEUROWEEK FROM PAGE 1

TUITION FROM PAGE 1

University can spend it 
however it sees fit; money 
given by donors, on the 
other hand, is typically 
allocated toward a particu-
lar purpose.

Freshman Adam 
Hoffman argued that con-
tinuing to increase tuition 
every year is not a reason-
able long-term plan.

“Year after year, Wash. 
U. raises its costs just like 
every other major uni-
versity; this is a system 
that isn’t sustainable and 
isn’t aimed at provid-
ing the best experience 
to students—it’s aimed 
at raising the salaries of  
high-level administrators 
and chancellors, which 
it consistently does. It’s 
aimed at turning a bit 
more of  a profit and 
marginally increasing ser-
vices, if  at all, but at the 
end of  the day, students 
come here to learn, and 
while all the frills and 

the other experiences are 
nice, they shouldn’t come 
at the expense of  our 
families’ fiscal sustain-
ability,” Hoffman said. 
Other students have sim-
ply resigned themselves to 
the reality of  rising costs.

“My scholarships 
should cover it, so I’m not 
too worried, but I see why 
other people are,” fresh-
man T.J. Brantley said. 
“[Tuition] goes up, and it 
sucks, but we know what 
it’s going toward.” 

Provost Holden Thorp 
said he understands stu-
dent resentment toward 
rising tuition but feels that 
the additional expenses 
are necessary for the 
University as a whole. 

“I think it’s painful 
whenever you have to 
increase it, but this is the 
lowest [increase] in per-
centage terms that we’ve 
had in the past few years,” 
Thorp said. “Some of  

the costs have to do with 
increased regulations, 
and some have to do with 
increased services that 
people want. It’s very hard 
to make things smaller 
when you have so my con-
stituencies with so many 
things that are important 
to them.”

Thorp expressed a 
desire for more afford-
ability in higher education 
and noted that financial 
aid and socioeconomic 
diversity are still top pri-
orities for the University.

“We need to do what 
we can to slow [tuition 
increases] down because 
the growth in the costs 
makes it hard for us in 
multiple ways, especially 
for students and families 
paying tuition,” he said. 
“We don’t want to break 
promises we’ve made 
about financial aid. We 
know people are expecting 
a lot from our institution.”

6.5 hours of Clayton Kershaw’s 
new contract with the Los Ange-
les Dodgers—his time is valued 
at $215 million over seven 
years, or slightly more than your 
average b-school graduate will 
make out of college. 

WHAT YOU COULD BUY INSTEAD 
OF ANOTHER YEAR AT WASH. U.

57 Persian cats —note: does not 
include fancy feasts, grooming or 
cat sweaters. 

9,140 Subway foot-
longs (1.73 miles of 
sandwich)—don’t you 
measure your sand-
wiches in miles? 

93,265 stamps—
single-handedly 
keep the postal 
service afloat.

35 season tickets for 
the St. Louis Cardi-
nals—and that’s just 
the cheap seats. 

SEE MORE ALTERNATIVES to paying  
tuition online at STUDLIFE.Com/blog

LEAH KUCERA | STUDENT LIFE

Olin Library has new individualized study compartments on the third floor in place of the old group 
study tables. The tables have been moved to other locations in the library.  

FEATURE PHOTO

DEREK SHYR | STUDENT LIFE

might not be interested in 
neuroscience to make the 
week more accessible.

Particularly on a cam-
pus often ranked as one of  
America’s most stressful, 
she expects it to be a hit.

“Everyone can par-
ticipate in [the sleep 
crash course] because it’s 
something that everyone 
does—you have to sleep,” 
Chen said.

Synapse also plans 
to incorporate a social 
media component into 
Neuroweek. According 

to Chen, the group will 
be using the hashtag 
“#WUDream” to encour-
age students to share 
their dreams throughout 
Neuroweek.

Chen says the viral 
marketing effort will 
spread word of  what they 
are doing and tie into 
Tuesday’s sleep workshop.

Another popular 
event from last year’s 
Neuroweek is being 
rebranded: Mind Melt, 
a stress relief  event on 
Wednesday night, will 

offer free food and back-
rubs from Stressbusters, 
replacing the “Brain 
Freeze” event that 
Synapse hosted last year.

Although Treasury 
funded Synapse last 
semester to bring an 
AmeriBrain exhibit to 
campus, the large inflat-
able brain will not be 
present for Neuroweek; 
Chen noted the brain will 
be brought to campus in 
late March, when pro-
spective students will be 
visiting. 

Neuroscience students 
voiced excitement toward 
the events.

“I think it will give 
students the chance to 
interact with other people 
who share my interest 
in the brain and to meet 
professionals in various 
neuroscience careers,” 
freshman Kelsey Bria said. 
“I think this week will 
give me insight into what 
a career in neuroscience is 
like and increase my inter-
est in the subject.”
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SCENE
Fresh off  the suc-

cess of  last year’s show 
dealing with the inter-
section of  homosexual 
and Asian identities, 
Washington University’s 
Lunar New Year Festival 
continues its trend of  
productions probing 
more serious aspects 
of  the Asian-American 
experience. This year’s 
show explores collegiate 

Asian-American identity 
formation through the 
lens of  its college-aged 
protagonists struggling 
with the implications of  
adoption and growing up 
in an Asian-American 
household.

Senior Grace Wey, 
one of  the show’s co-
directors, explained that 
many Asians face a sort 
of  identity crisis in the 
United States and the 
show provides them with 

an outlet to address it. 
“There is an identity 

crisis that a lot of  Asians 
feel whether or not they 
were born in America or 
in a completely tradi-
tional Asian background. 
Though you look Asian, 
you may not always feel 
that way,” Wey said.

“Recently, we have 
taken a move toward 
addressing social justice 
and issues that have been 
facing Asian-Americans,” 

senior Ben Chu, the 
group’s other co-director, 
said of  LNYF’s evolu-
tion. “Last year, our skit 
addressed the topic of  
sexuality in an Asian con-
text but also with broader 
implications.”

As the show’s co-direc-
tors, Wey and Chu are 
responsible for running 
the show with the help 
of  20 executive board 
members and overseeing 
more than 100 performers 

spread across 14 acts 
including martial arts, 
juggling, hula dancing, 
water sleeves, SamulNori 
and Tinikling. Skit scenes 
addressing Asian iden-
tities are interspersed 
among the dances.

“LNYF is a cultural 
performance group run 
completely by students 
and formed completely by 
students as a way for us 
to showcase East Asian 
culture and our heritage,” 

Wey said. “The perform-
ers are not all Asian, 
though—anyone can try 
out. And one key thing 
that also sets us apart is 
that we have a philan-
thropic mission.” 

This year, LNYF has 
chosen to raise funds 
for Pencils for Promise 
through its T-shirt and 
food sales. Pencils for 
Promise, a nonprofit 

LNYF evolving to address evolving times

SEE LNYF, PAGE 4

On Saturday, Jan. 25, the Lunar New Year Festival hosted 
the Lunar New Year Fireworks Show. Following food, games 
and traditional performances in the Danforth University Cen-
ter, the event moved to Mudd Field, where a team of pyro-
technists put on a fireworks show. 

blog blog blog blog blog.
blog blog blog blog, blog blog blog...
blog! blog blog blog. blog. 

We can’t help it—we’ve got our 
new blog on the brain. 

To see what the hype is about, 
go to studlife.com/blog.

SCENE STAFF

ALL PHOTOS BY JUSTIN HO | STUDENT LIFE
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founded in 2008 by Adam 
Braun, aims to increase 
educational opportunities 
in the developing world 
by constructing schools. 
Last year, LNYF part-
nered with Half  the Sky 
and China Care Home 
to help provided medical 
care to orphans in China.

Within the show itself, 
LNYF is also working to 
form a cohesive iden-
tity between its groups. 
Many of  the seniors who 

graduated last spring 
were highly involved in 
LNYF, so the new execs 
have met the challenges 
their predecessors’ gradu-
ation has brought. 

“We have a lot of  
different ages this year 
because last year we had 
a lot of  seniors leave. 
This [year] has defi-
nitely switched back to 
a younger generation of  
LNYFers. It has been 
nice to see them really 

kind of  take the reigns,” 
Chu said. 

Darron Su, a sopho-
more participating in 
the Wushu portion of  
the martial arts event, 
explained that even for an 
individual who is a new 
performer in the festival, 
the environment is still a 
warm and inclusive one. 

“Honestly, I don’t know 
exactly what LNYF was 
like last year, but I do 
know that everyone is 

extremely supportive,” Su 
said. “In fact, one of  last 
year’s martial artists who 
graduated either a year or 
two ago had come back 
to coach us and give us 
advice. He literally has 
the sexiest acrobatic kicks 
that I have ever seen.” 

This year also saw 
a new effort to bridge 
intergroup cohesion. 
Each of  the 14 perfor-
mance groups was paired 
with another to create 

“brother-sister” groups 
that got to know one 
another through acts of  
kindness.

“We baked [another 
group] cookies and 
cupcakes, and in return 
they gave us bags filled 
with Asian goodies. It’s 
definitely a great way to 
connect with people out-
side our own performers,” 
Su said.

Once involved in 
LNYF, many performers 

find themselves return-
ing for subsequent years, 
creating a community-
based cornerstone of  
their undergraduate 
experience.

“I have always wanted 
to be in LNYF. I tried out 
my freshman year and 
didn’t make it, but then 
tried out as a sophomore 
and have since then 
been involved and [have] 
grown in my role in it,” 
Wey said. “It is just really 
cool to see the fruition 
not just of  my work 
but also of  the work of  
everybody put together. It 
is nice to see everybody 
work hard and really 
form a community.”

“The biggest thing for 
me is seeing the under-
classmen be the majority 
performing and know that 
we are leaving it in good 
hands after this year.” 
Chu said.

“It’s cool to think that 
in about two years, they 
will be us. There are a 
lot of  alums and families 
coming, and so we are 
excited to put on the best 
possible show for them.”

“I think the show 
itself  will be an epic 
culmination of  all our 
hard work,” Su said. 
“Honestly, I just can’t 
wait to show every-
one the results of  what 
we’ve been working on. 
Everyone in the group 
has been giving it their 
all, developing their skills 
and sharpening their 
routines. It’ll be exciting 
to perform in front of  
both friends and strangers 
alike.”

The shows will be held 
in Edison Theatre at 7 
p.m. on Friday, Jan. 31 
and on 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
on Saturday, Feb. 1.
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“We’re a guitar band.” 
That’s how Tad Kubler, 
lead guitarist and song-
writer for The Hold 
Steady, describes the 
current incarnation of  
the now 10-year-old act. 
That statement wouldn’t 
seem like much when the 
band formed, but now, 
it’s downright radical. 
To paraphrase LCD 
Soundsystem (an act that 
brilliantly commented 
on and bridged the gap 
between rock and dance 
music) mastermind James 
Murphy, musicians today 
are selling their guitars 
and buying synthesiz-
ers. Looking at some 
of  the buzziest artists 
of  the past few years—
Chvrches, Disclosure, 
Lorde, Grimes—it’s clear 
that we’re entering the 
electronic age. 

That’s certainly not 
a bad thing as many of  

these artists are pushing 
music in new and exciting 
directions, but it’s become 
increasingly difficult to 
find honest-to-goodness 
rock ’n’ roll bands. And 
The Hold Steady is 
among our very best.

Pairing big, bawdy riffs 
with lead singer Craig 
Finn’s grizzled, barfly 
poetry, it’s produced some 
of  the best albums of  the 
past decade by hearken-
ing back to rock’s storied 
past—arena and punk 
rock in particular. In the 
process, it’s paved the way 
for some of  our brightest 
young rock bands, includ-
ing Titus Andronicus and 
Japandroids.

Running against the 
currents of  cultural 
change hasn’t come 
at the expense of  cre-
ative growth. After 
two endearingly raw 
albums, things took a 
turn for the melodic on 
its breakthrough record, 
2006’s “Boys and Girls in 

America.”
But pianist Franz 

Nicolay left after “Boys 
and Girls” follow-up 
“Stay Positive,” prompt-
ing the band to add 
another guitarist (Steve 
Selvidge) after 2010’s 
“Heaven Is Whenever.” 
Referring to the band’s 
evolving style—particu-
larly on its new album, 
“Teeth Dreams”—Kubler 
revealed, “We’re always 
trying to be more musi-
cal,” and added, “It’s just 
us growing as a band, and 
me growing as a song-
writer, and Craig [Finn] 
growing as a singer and 
a lyricist and things con-
tinuing to evolve.”

Beyond giving the band 
a more muscular presence 
for its already outstanding 
live show, Selvidge proved 
a good fit in the studio. 
“I would come in with 
something, and he would 
immediately do some-
thing that complemented 
really well,” Kubler 

remarked. “In fact, it 
wasn’t until we prob-
ably got halfway through 
recording the record 
that I realized I hadn’t 
done a record with Steve 
[Selvidge] before.”

The nearly four-year 
break between “Heaven 
Is Whenever” and “Teeth 
Dreams” (due to be 
released March 25) was 
the longest of  the band’s 
career, allowing members 
to recharge after a frenetic 
six years of  constant 
touring and recording. 
This time around, Kubler 
didn’t want to rush the 
songwriting process, and 
his patience paid off. “I 
definitely saw on the last 
record, everybody wasn’t 
on the same page, and we 
waited on this one until 
everybody was on the 
same page,” he said. He 
went so far as to say that 
“Teeth Dreams” is “the 
best record we’ve made” 
and that he’s “excited for 
people to hear it.”

Along with the addi-
tional writing time, 
“Teeth Dreams” benefit-
ted from a new producer 
(Nick Raskulinecz) 
and label (Razor & Tie 
imprint Washington 
Square). With regard to 
Raskulinecz, Kubler was 
excited by the opportunity 
to work with an outside 
voice who was unfamiliar 
with the band’s previ-
ous output. “He didn’t 
have any expectations…
part of  what can really 
be a killer for the creative 
process are these expec-
tations that you can put 
on yourself, and Nick 
[Raskulinecz]…doesn’t 
have any expectations 
except making a great f---
--- record. And I thought 
that was exactly what we 
needed.”

The new label also 
“helped the album 
immensely,” being both 
geographically convenient 
(both Kubler and Razor 
& Tie are situated in New 

York City) and enthu-
siastic about the band. 
“Razor & Tie has a track 
record of  really being 
able to reach people, 
and I think that’s what 
we needed more than 
anything else,” Kubler 
remarked. “It was kind of  
an easy choice to make. 
There wasn’t a falling 
out [with previous label 
Vagrant]…it was just time 
for us to try something 
else.”

It’s that lack of  com-
placency that allows The 
Hold Steady to thrive 
10 years later. Kubler 
distilled the band’s ethos 
best when discussing his 
hopes for the future: “I 
hope we continue to grow 
and progress and evolve, 
and that’s why we’re still 
a band, because what 
we do is still relevant or 
important or exciting.”

The Hold Steady returns 
to St. Louis with a sold-out 
show this Thursday at Off  
Broadway.
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Ah. The age of  the 
Internet brings wonderful 
opportunities, and this 
is nothing but true for 
Abbi Jacobson and Ilana 
Glazer, who just went 
from women with a stel-
lar web series to women 
with—dare I say—a 
hit television show on 
Comedy Central. 

“Broad City” stars 
Jacobson and Glazer as 
best friends also named 
Abbi and Ilana as they 
navigate their way 
through everyday life in 
New York City. 

Upon quick synopsis, 
the show sounds a bit like 
HBO’s “Girls,” but in my 
opinion, it’s much better. 
Jacobson and Glazer, 

both Upright Citizen’s 
Brigade alumnae, have 
teamed up with executive 
producer Amy Poehler 
(maybe you’ve heard of  
her) to create a show 
based on the lives of  poor, 
struggling young women, 
ultimately telling a good-
hearted tale of  friendship. 
And even more than 
that, “Broad City” is just 
downright hilarious. 

The show, which airs 
Wednesdays at 9:30 p.m., 
wasted no time getting its 
audience acquainted with 
its protagonists and their 
situations in the premiere. 
The episode opens with 
a Skype chat between 
the two friends in which 
Ilana is determined to go 
to a pop-up Lil Wayne 
concert that night. The 
only problem? Neither of  
them can afford it. The 
episode tracks the girls’ 
day as they attempt to 
get the $200 they’ll need 
for the concert, drinks, 
marijuana, etc. After 
Ilana doesn’t get her 
paycheck, she proceeds 
to steal office supplies 
from her work, coaxes 
Abbi into playing hooky 

from her job as a cleaner 
at a spinning club—by 
pretending she has to go 
get her AIDS test results 
back—and sells the sup-
plies back to an office 
supplies store. When they 
only get the money back 
on a gift card, they resort 
to street performing, and 
when that fails, they strip 
down to their underwear 
to clean the apartment 
of  a man (played by Fred 
Armisen) who’s con-
vinced he is a baby and 
refuses to pay them. The 
episode ends with a Skype 
call of  Ilana puking into 
the toilet. Ah, the circle 
of  a 20-something’s life.

The promise of  the 
show comes first and 
foremost from its main 
characters. Abbi and 
Ilana are opposites; 
Abbi, the more Type A 
friend, schedules time to 
masturbate while Ilana, 
who’s much more reck-
less, conducts the opening 
scene’s Skype call while 
having sex. They’re also 
reflections of  each other, 
though: both work jobs 
they hate and rely on their 
friendship to get them 

through the day. While 
they’re both flawed, you 
can’t help but feel invested 
in their struggle because 
they feel like more outra-
geous versions of  the 
friends you might have. 

They also don’t shy 
away from showing the 
not-so-pleasant things 
about living in New York 
City as a woman in your 
20s. They don’t have high-
paying jobs, they don’t 
have perfect relationships 
and they still live with 
less-than-perfect room-
mates. They have goals 
and aspirations—Abbi 
would like to be promoted 
to “trainer,” not just a 
“cleaner”—but this show, 
just like the web series, 
isn’t about having it all. 
Instead, “Broad City” 
focuses on the unfor-
tunate (but sometimes 
funny) day-to-day reality 
in which we live. 

Toward the end of  
the episode, a drunken 
Abbi says just what we 
are thinking about these 
two fantastic ladies, and 
maybe even ourselves, 
after watching “Broad 
City”: “I believe in us.”

Cadenza profile: Tad Kubler of The Hold Steady

MARK MATOUSEK
MUSIC EDITOR

‘Broad City’
when Wednesdays @ 9:30 p.m.

channel Comedy Central

TV REVIEW

ELENA WANDZILAK
TV EDITOR

HANDOUT



With the University 
Athletic Association 
Championships com-
ing up, the Washington 
University men’s and wom-
en’s swimming-and-diving 
teams used their dual meets 
against Rhodes College and 
Sewanee: The University of  
the South to add some race 
wins to their ledger. The 
Bears showed their readiness 
for the UAAs as they domi-
nated the meet, winning 20 
of  the 22 events in Memphis, 
Tenn., over the weekend. 

The men’s team man-
aged to win all 11 events in 
the meet with junior Luke 
Dobben, senior Tyler Perez 
and sophomore RJ Petrella 
leading the way. Dobben fin-
ished first in the 1,000-yard 
freestyle, leading a Wash. U. 
first-to-third sweep, and later 
added a victory in the 200 
butterfly. Perez took first in 
two events as well, winning 
in both the 200 breaststroke 
and 200 freestyle, while 
Petrella added wins in the 
400 individual medley and 
200 backstroke. 

Other event winners for 
the men’s side included 

freshmen Justin Morrell and 
Michael Lagieski, sopho-
more Reed Dalton and 
junior Matt Nutter in the 
400 medley relay; Morrell 
in the 50 freestyle; Nutter in 
the 100 freestyle; freshman 
Andrew Ellison in the 500 
freestyle; and Dobben, soph-
omore Kaisen Yao, senior 
Jason Wan and Lagieski in 
the 200 freestyle relay.

The women’s team also 
proved worthy of  their No. 
6 ranking by taking nine of  
the 11 event victories over 
the weekend. Freshman 
MariMac Collins led the 
way for the women’s with 
victories in both the 50 
freestyle and 500 free-
style. Sophomore Kristalyn 
McAfee contributed to the 
women’s team with a win 
in the 200 backstroke and 
anchored the first-place 
400 medley relay that also 
featured sophomores Katie 
Anderson and Sophie 
Gan and freshman Lauren 
Carlos.

“As a team, it was good 
that we got a chance to get 
out there and race,” McAfee 
said. “We were ready to 
taper down and swim as fast 
as we can…our goal as a 
team is to get out there and 

get as many points as we 
can.”

Posting a time of  2:09.59, 
sophomore Amanda 
Stadermann finished first 
in the 200 butterfly, and she 
also teamed up with junior 
Katie Crist, Carlos and 
freshman Claire Savage to 
win the 200 freestyle relay. 
Other individual event win-
ners were senior Chi Pham 
in the 400 individual medley 
and freshman Erin Polries, 

who won the 200 freestyle. 
The dual meets were 

the Red and Green’s final 
warm-up for the UAA 
Championships at Emory 
University on Feb. 12-15. 
With both sides featuring 
rankings in the top 15 in 
Division III, expectations 
are high for this year’s post-
season performances.

Bears’ head coach Brad 
Shively believes the meet 
instilled some confidence but 

acknowledged that the Bears 
have a lot left ahead of  them. 

“The meet, from a team 
perspective, was a good way 
for us to try out new things, 
build some confidence…
but we’re not taking a lot of  
stock into our ranking. We 
have the defending national 
champions in our confer-
ence. We’ve had some good 
swims, but if  we want to 
be mentioned in the same 
breath as them, we need to 

continue building on our 
performances. We absolutely 
need to represent,” Shively 
said.

Shively added that the 
remaining two weeks before 
the UAA Championships 
will be focused on getting 
the swimmers well-rested 
and conditioned, making 
sure that his athletes are in a 
position to swim fast in the 
most important meet of  the 
season.

Swimming cruises in final tuneup before UAA championships
GAD CHOI
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Sophomore Kristalyn McAfee competes in the 100-yard freestyle at a dual meet with DePauw University on Nov. 2, 2013. 
McAfee was part of the winning 400 medley team and won the 200 backstroke as the Washington University swimming-and-
diving team took on Rhodes College and Sewanee: University of the South in Memphis Saturday.
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With a pair of double-digit 
road conference victories, the 
Washington University men’s 
basketball team continued 
its torrid stretch of play and 
pushed its winning streak to 
nine games. The Bears relied 
on a multitude of players to 
defeat Case Western Reserve 
University 77-64 and Carnegie 
Mellon University 94-81. 

“I think everyone just started 
clicking, and that started the 
winning streak. Going into the 
game, you can have it where 
any one of our starters with a 
couple guys on the bench can 
carry the team,” senior forward 
Chris Klimek said. “When you 
have players that can do that, it 
makes it easy to flow and play 
together and I think that’s really 
the reason why we have made 
this run so far and hopefully 
continue to make this run.”

Against Case Western on 
Friday, the Red and Green 
relied on a huge second-half  
run to secure the victory. After 
leading 33-28 at halftime, the 
Bears found themselves trail-
ing 50-46 with just more than 
11 minutes remaining, but the 
Bears reeled off a 20-1 run 
to take a commanding 66-51 
lead. Although Klimek and 
senior guard Alan Aboona 
combined for 18 points during 
the stretch, Bears’ head coach 
Mark Edwards pointed to a 
key defensive substitution off  
the bench that sparked the run. 

“We made an adjustment 
putting [junior guard] David 
Fatoki in, who really did a great 
job of guarding their guards off  
the screens, and they couldn’t 
get into their offense,” Edwards 
said. “Once they couldn’t get 
into their offense, then they 
start taking bad shots, and we 
started dominating the boards 
and the whole thing just fell 
into place.”

While Case Western cut the 
deficit to 66-60 with a 9-0 run, 
the Bears held off a late Spartan 
surge to earn the victory. The 
three senior starters—Aboona, 
Klimek and Tim Cooney— 
carried the Bears down the 
stretch by scoring the team’s 
final 34 points of the game. 

Klimek led the Red and 

Green with 26 points and 
a career-high 18 rebounds, 
Cooney tallied 18 points and 
three steals, and Aboona 
chipped in with 12 points and 
eight assists. Wash. U. shot 
a 44.8 field-goal percentage 
while limiting Case Western to 
34.9-percent shooting.

On Sunday, the Bears closed 
out a high-scoring first half  
with a 48-41 advantage over 
Carnegie. Junior forward Matt 
Palucki scored 17 points and 
shot 4-of-4 on three-pointers, 
and Klimek added 12 points 
on 6-of-8 shooting in the first 
half. The Bears shot 60 percent 
from both the field and behind 
the arc in the first half. On the 
other hand, Carnegie shot 60.7 
percent from the field, but the 
Bears forced 10 turnovers. 
The Bears never conceded the 
lead in the second half partly 
because of their 27-of-31 free-
throw shooting. 

Wash. U. dismantled the 
Carnegie defense with balanced 
scoring as five players scored in 
double figures. Palucki finished 
with 27 points while Klimek 
added 22, and off the bench, 

sophomore forward Brandon 
Staffeil emerged as a key con-
tributor with a career-high 12 
points. 

“It’s hard to stop us when 
we have five different guys in 
our offense score in double dig-
its, and it’s not necessarily the 
same five guys every game. It’s 
difficult to prepare against us, 
and when we can move the ball 
as well as we do, we can find 
the open man,” Aboona said. 
“Carnegie really tried to pres-
sure us in the passing lane to 
stop our flow on offense, so we 
broke away from our structured 
offense and just played.”

The No. 8 Bears improved 
to 14-2 on the season and 
5-0 in the University Athletic 
Association conference. Next 
weekend, the Red and Green 
look to earn two more confer-
ence road wins and increase 
their winning streak to double 
digits.

“It’s really important to our-
selves to prove that we can go 
on the road and get tough wins. 
It was our first true road test, 
and we came up victorious in 
both of them,” Aboona said.

Men’s basketball extends 
streak with two road wins
NIKCK KAUZLARICH
SPORTS EDITOR

After a week of  tough 
practices in the harsh cold 
and wind, Washington 
University’s track-and-
field team relied on strong 
performances from its 
standout athletes to stay 
competitive in the I55 
Triangular meet Saturday 
in Bloomington, Ill. The 
men’s team won the meet 
for the third straight year 
while the women finished 
third out of  three teams.

Scoring a total of  133.5 
points, the men’s team 
won six individual events 
and beat the University 
of  Chicago and Illinois 
Wesleyan University by 
comfortable margins. The 
women scored 99.5 points, 
falling behind first- and 
second-place UChicago 
(121) and IWU (110.5). 
While head coach Jeff  
Stiles described the meet 
as “average,” he was 
pleased with his team’s 
progress in its second 
indoor meet of  the season.

“We certainly have a 
lot to improve on, but I 
think we saw a lot of  posi-
tive things to take away 
from this,” Stiles said. 
“Our goal was obviously 
to win on both sides, but 
our practices haven’t been 
going as well because of  
the weather. We have high 
expectations for ourselves, 
and I think we took a step 
in the right direction.”

Junior Nick Alaniva 
contributed to the six vic-
tories on the men’s side 
with a first-place finish in 
the men’s pole vault and 
a height of  4.40 meters, 
while freshmen Ben 
Horowitz and Dominic 
Maley came behind him, 
finishing fourth and fifth 
with heights of  4.10 
and 3.95, respectively. 
According to junior Troy 
Makous, Alaniva domi-
nated the event because of  

a lack of  competition.
“I think it was hard for 

him to get much adrena-
line going since he had 
such a huge edge on oth-
ers,” Makous said. “He’s 
always been pretty con-
sistent in this event, but I 
know he really wants to go 
much higher, which I’m 
sure will happen with the 
way he’s practicing.”

The Bears put on a solid 
performance in the wom-
en’s pole vault as well as 
senior Anna Etherington 
led the way with a first-
place finish at a height of  
3.80 while junior Claire 
Simons finished second 
with 3.41 and senior 
Moira Killoran in fourth 
with 3.11. Stiles praised 
Etherington for her focus 
and thirst to become a 
national champion.

“We have the best pole 
vault coach in the country, 
and Anna [Etherington] 
has really progressed 
well throughout her time 
here,” Stiles said. “She’s 
never satisfied with her-
self, and she always puts 
in the work needed. She is 
the heart and soul of  our 
team.”

The men’s team 
discovered hidden tal-
ent in senior Alan  
Komorowski, who has 
played primarily var-
sity baseball for most 
of  his collegiate career. 
Komorowski showed his 
potential as a dual athlete 
when he placed first in 
the 200-meter dash with 
a time of  22.81 seconds, 
followed by sophomore 
James Fitzhugh, who 
earned a second-place fin-
ish with a time of  23.34. 
Komorowski also showed 
his speed in the men’s 
60-meter dash, finishing 
second in 7.165 seconds, 
slightly behind Alaniva, 
who was first in 7.163. 

“[Baseball head coach 
Steve] Duncan told us 
that he would be a great 

addition, and I really 
couldn’t agree more,” 
Stiles said, adding that 
Komorowski “is lead-
ing the conference in the 
200 right now, and he just 
keeps getting better and 
better. We’re lucky to have 
him.”

Freshman Ethan 
Brodeur also showed his 
potential with a first-
place finish in the men’s 
800, recording a time of  
1:57.28, and the 1,200, 
placing second with a 
time of  3:06.53. Stiles 
was impressed with the 
freshman’s durability after 
having just 45 minutes of  
rest between races.

“I didn’t really know 
who he was, but he cer-
tainly has caught my eye 
now,” Makous said. “I 
think he performed well 
over our expectations, and 
he’s just a true stud.”

Senior Jasmine Williams 
and junior Lucy Cheadle 
contributed three of  the 
women’s team’s first-
place finishes as Williams 
recorded a height of  1.55 
meters to win the high 
jump and a career-best dis-
tance of  5.48 meters in the 
long jump, while Cheadle 
won the 3,000 with a time 
of  10:32.66. Despite the 
win, Cheadle treated the 
event as an indicator of  
her progress. 

“It was fun to get back 
into it again, but it was 
nothing exceptional,” 
Cheadle said. “I was 
pretty conservative in the 
first half  and was aggres-
sive in the second. I knew 
there wasn’t going to be 
any extremely fast run-
ners, so I wasn’t surprised 
by the results.”

The track-and-field 
teams will return to action 
on Feb. 1 at the Engineer 
Invitational in Terre 
Haute, Ind. Stiles hopes 
some currently injured 
runners will be able to par-
ticipate by then.

Track and field shows 
promising improvements 
in I55 Triangular Meet
DEREK SHYR
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Senior Chris Klimek attempts a hook shot over a New York 
University defender on Jan. 19. Klimek scored 48 points over the 
weekend as the Washington University men’s basketball team 
defeated both Case Western Reserve University and Carnegie 
Mellon University on the road.

STEPHEN HUBER | STUDENT LIFE
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NORTH vs. SOUTH
CHAMPION CHEF

COMPETITION

2 TEAMS.  4 CAMPUS CHEFS.  
4 STUDENT SOUS CHEFS. 
WILL YOU BE 
ONE OF THEM?

NO COOKING
EXPERIENCE
NECESSARY

For more details and a 
submission form, stop by the 
Dining Services O�ce located 
in the South 40 House or email 
diningservices@wustl.edu

Submissions due 
January 31st

Two opposing teams will have 30 
minutes to create three dishes for a 

panel of expert judges. Each team will 
be composed of a campus head chef, a 

campus sous chef, and two student 
sous chefs. If chosen, you’ll have the 

opportunity to work alongside a 
professional chef and the chance to win 

$250 each.

THURSDAY, FEB. 20TH 6:30 PM 
TISCH COMMONS (DUC)

last chance to apply!

The No. 2-ranked 
Washington University 
women’s basketball team 
took home two University 
Athletic Association road 
victories over the weekend, 
defeating Case Western 
Reserve University 71-37on 
Friday and Carnegie Mellon 
University on Sunday with a 
71-63 victory.

The Bears improved 
to 15-1 overall and 5-0 in 
the UAA, with their lone 
loss on the road against 
No. 1-ranked DePauw 
University. The team’s two 
road wins pushed the Bears’ 
win streak to 11 games, the 
longest since their 14 straight 
victories to end the 2009-10 
season, when the Bears won 
the national championship. 
Emory University’s pair of  
losses this weekend gave the 
Bears sole possession of  first 
place in the conference.

Friday’s game against 
Case Western was an anti-
climactic affair. A layup 
three minutes into the game 
by senior forward Jordan 
Rettig, who finished with 
eight points and led the team 
with eight rebounds, made 
the score 6-5 and gave the 
Bears a lead that they would 
not relinquish for the rest of  
the game.

Junior forward Melissa 
Gilkey led the team with 17 
points on 6-of-11 shooting 
from the field, and junior 
guard Alyssa Johanson 
contributed 13 points and 
six rebounds off  the bench. 
The Bears finished the game 
shooting 43.8 percent from 
the field. 

With a 31-17 margin at 
halftime, it was apparent that 
the Red and Green had a 

stifling defensive game plan 
for Case Western. Wash. 
U. held the Spartans to just 
21.9 percent shooting in the 
first half, and the Spartans 
finished the game with a 
meager 25.8 percentage. 

“Our defense is such a 
great advantage, and we 
know we have such a great 
strength there,” Gilkey said. 
“Our bench players help give 
us the energy to go for the 
full 40 minutes.”

 Despite losing three of  
its last four games, Carnegie 

Mellon kept the score close 
throughout the first half  as 
the Bears led by just two 
points, 29-27, at halftime. 
The Bears had very similar 
first-half  statistics compared 
to Carnegie Mellon in field 
goal percentage (32.4 to 
33.3), three-point percentage 
(3-12 to 2-12), assist-to-turn-
over ratio (5:3 to 7:6) and 
total rebounds (24 to 22). 

“We had a little spell 
where shots weren’t fall-
ing for us, but we got back 
to rebounding and playing 

defense, and that’s what kept 
us in it,” Gilkey said.

In the second half, both 
offenses seemed to loosen 
up and hit their shots as 
Johanson scored 13 of  her 
team-leading 19 points, 
tying her career high, and 
the Bears shot 51.4 percent 
to the Tartans’ 55.6 percent.

“When they play so much 
zone against our team, it’s 
very important to play inside 
and out and to create that 
dribble penetration. When 
[Johanson] is driving, it also 

creates a lot of  opportunities 
on the outside for others,” 
Gilkey said.

Gilkey finished with 17 
points and nine rebounds, 
and Rettig had a double-
double with 10 points and 10 
rebounds. Sophomore guard 
Jordan Thompson added 15 
points, 11 of  which came in 
the first half.

Wash. U.’s lead increased 
in the second half  due to an 
uptick in defensive intensity, 
leading to the Bears forc-
ing nine Tartan turnovers, 

as well as Johanson’s scor-
ing off  the bench, which 
has been a huge part of  the 
Bears’ success so far this 
season. With 10.8 points per 
game as a reserve, Johanson 
is the team’s second-leading 
scorer.

The team’s deep bench 
“is one of  our biggest 
strengths,” Gilkey said. “If  
one of  our players gets into 
foul trouble or is having an 
off  night, we have someone 
who can come off  the bench 
to make up for that.”

Women’s basketball continues dominance with strong weekend 
performance against Case Western and Carnegie Mellon
DANNY SCHWARTZ
STAFF REPORTER

Junior Melissa Gilkey goes up for a layup against Brandeis University on Jan. 17. Gilkey scored 34 points in the Washington University women’s basketball team’s two 
road wins this weekend.
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Once an article is 
published on studlife.
com, it will remain there 
permanently. We do 
not remove articles or 
authors’ names from the 
site unless an agreement 
was reached prior to July 
1, 2005.

We welcome letters 
to the editor and 
op-ed submissions 
from our readers. 
Submissions may 
be sent to letters@
studlife.com and 
must include the 
writer’s name, class 
and phone number 
for verification. 

Letters should be 
no longer than 350 
words in length, 
and readers may 
also submit longer 
op-eds of up to 750 
words. We reserve 
the right to print 
any submission as a 
letter or op-ed.
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L
ast August saw 
a rather strange 
political union. 
Prominent conser-

vatives, among them Sarah 
Palin, Rush Limbaugh and 
Ted Cruz, found themselves 
supporting a speech that 
Ashton Kutcher gave at an 
award ceremony. In front of  
an audience largely consisting 
of screaming teenage girls, 
Kutcher extolled the virtues 
of hard work and dedica-
tion, talking about his early 
jobs and saying how he “had 
never had a job in his life that 
he was better than.” He also 
downplayed the importance 
of physical attractiveness 
in favor of intelligence and 
perseverance. Conservatives 
almost immediately came out 
of the woodwork to praise 
Kutcher, calling it a “remark-
able speech” and praising 
Kutcher’s Iowan roots. 

What is odd about this situ-
ation is that Kutcher’s liberal 
leanings are no secret. He 
donated thousands of dollars 
to President Barack Obama’s 
campaign in 2008 and 
appeared in a promotional 
video pledging his support for 
the president. So what gives? 
Why would a prominent 
liberal be caught advocating 
“conservative” values?

The answer is simple: hard 
work is not a conservative 
value. It is not a liberal value. 
It is a timeless quality that 
has existed long before either 
Republicans or Democrats 
attempted to hijack it for 
their own uses. By preach-
ing a down-home, grassroots 
dedication to hard work and 
individualism, Republicans 
have managed to amass a 
huge voting base for which 
those ideas resonate. And why 
should they not? Americans 
like to feel like they deserve 
things, and a fundamental 
aspect of our mythology is the 
idea that if someone works 
hard, then he will become suc-
cessful. This, in turn, can be 
reversed to create the notion 
that if someone is successful, 
he will have worked hard and 
will thus deserve his success. 

The fact is that there are 
timeless values and timely 
values. Timeless values have 

been around for far longer 
than our country: hard work, 
generosity and personal 
responsibility come readily 
to mind, for example. These 
values should not be viewed 
as liberal or conservative; they 
are the bedrock upon which 
the rest of our values rest. 
No matter what part of the 
political spectrum someone 
resides on, he can respect and 
appreciate those values. They 
do not shift. Timely values, 
on the other hand, do shift. 
They consist of whatever is 
being debated in the politi-
cal spectrum at the time and 
are extrapolations of our 
timeless values. Examples 
include universal health care, 
abortion and gay rights. These 
values change as the country 
changes, and their debate is 
what divides the parties. 

So how can two very dif-
ferent groups stem from the 
same value set? The answer is 
perspective. Those who have 
been fortunate enough to see 
their hard work yield good 
fruit can look at the system 
with approval. If it isn’t broke, 
don’t fix it. On the other hand, 
those who have not seen their 
work return what society 
expects it to will cry foul. If  
the government’s responsi-
bility is to perpetuate and 
enforce the values that our 
country was founded on, then 
why not create a society in 
which all people, regardless of  
circumstances of their birth, 
have an equal opportunity to 
succeed? A good work ethic 
does not equal success, but it 
should. And that is something 
that everyone can agree on.

Conservatives cannot 
lay sole claim to hard work 
anymore than liberals can 
claim a monopoly on compas-
sion. No one is saying that 
people shouldn’t work hard 
to achieve their goals; that is a 
notion that every American, 
red, blue or otherwise, can get 
behind. By claiming to be the 
sole arbiter of what it means 
to be American, political par-
ties capitalize on patriotism 
and fear to divide a populace, 
creating political deadlock 
and stagnancy. If such 
underhanded tactics can be 
abandoned, then perhaps we 
can continue the never-ending 
task of making this country 
the best it can possibly be.

T
he Washington 
University School 
of Engineering & 
Applied Science 

recently released a survey 
to gauge student interest in 
eliminating reading week 
in favor of a longer final 
exam period. Citing student 
concerns, the school hopes 
to alleviate some students’ 
overcrowding of exams dur-
ing finals week. While taking 
multiple finals in one day—or 
even on subsequent days—
isn’t ideal, the solution to this 
problem does not lay in the 
axing of reading week.

Students across campus 

recognize reading week as 
a refuge. After a semester 
of hard work, including an 
oftentimes grueling final 
week of classes, reading week 
marks a time to recharge 
and rejuvenate, and stu-
dent groups pack a host of  
performances into this time 
as a sort of artistic catharsis. 
Reading week serves to let 
us catch up on any work we 
may have fallen behind on 
over the course of the semes-
ter. Who among us hasn’t 
spent part of reading week 
holed up in some forsaken 
corner of the library, reading 
through a semester’s worth 

of books before the exam 
Thursday?

But keeping reading week 
does nothing to ameliorate 
the stress of having multiple 
exams in close proximity. 
The Office of the Provost 
lists Wash. U.’s finals policy 
in detail, noting “students 
should not register for 
courses that result in three or 
more final examinations on 
one day” and that “students 
anticipating conflicts in their 
final examination schedule 
should seek to resolve these 
with the course instructors 
involved before enrolling.” 
Such a policy leaves open 

the possibility of a professor 
not accommodating student 
requests; therefore, the imple-
mentation of a more explicit 
policy allowing for one or 
two official make-up dates 
would be a step in the right 
direction toward diminishing 
student stress levels during 
the last weeks of school.

The University, though, 
does not appear to have any 
stand on the last week of  
classes, which is perhaps the 
most demanding time for 
students outside of actual 
final exams, papers and 
projects. Many professors 
unofficially schedule final 

assignments and assessments 
during this time, creating 
an overload between the 
normal workload expected 
in classes and the increased 
workload required of finals. 
A university-wide crackdown 
on these practices would help 
level out the strain of the end 
of the semester by placing 
exams where they belong—
on final exam days. As the 
official policy states, “A final 
examination schedule is 
published each semester, hav-
ing been carefully designed 
to achieve three goals: 1. to 
protect valuable classroom 
instruction time at the end 

of the semester 2. to make 
efficient use of the entire 
period of reading days and 
final examination, and 3. to 
minimize overcrowding of  
students’ schedules.”

As leaders of a university 
that ranks near the top of lists 
for both academic excellence 
and student stress, the admin-
istration should recognize the 
rigor of a Wash. U. educa-
tion, particularly near the 
semester’s close. Part of the 
answer to reducing student 
anxiety exists in maintaining 
reading days so that we can 
prepare to do our best on all 
our work.

T
his Tuesday, Jan. 
28, Washington 
University is hav-
ing another blood 

drive in cooperation with 
the American Red Cross 
and the Mississippi Valley 
Regional Blood Center. 
While it is always important 
to donate every opportunity 
we get, this drive is particu-
larly important because the 
recent weather has caused a 
shortage of  blood dona-
tions in our area. During 
the snowstorms in early 
January, organizations such 
as the American Red Cross 
had to cancel 320 blood 
drives in 25 states, causing 
a shortage of  more than 
9,300 blood and platelet 
donations. Therefore, the 
organizations have asked 
that we make an extra effort 
to donate during this drive, 
in order to help the St. Louis 
community and make sure 
that everybody who needs a 
transfusion can receive one. 

Taking an hour of  your 
time to donate can have 
a bigger impact than you 
might expect, even within 
our own Wash. U. commu-
nity. During our last blood 
drive, we asked some of  the 
donors why they decided to 
give blood. Here are some 
of  the answers we received:

I’m donating blood 
because…

 I have more blood to give 
than money.

 My fear of  needles isn’t a 
good enough reason not to 
save lives.

 A blood transfusion 
saved my life!

 I can, so why shouldn’t I?
 My mom survived her 

battle with cancer thanks to 
the donations of  others.

 My dad and grandpa 
both have received blood, 
and I would like to help 
other families the way they 
have helped mine.

 I believe in helping out 
the community, and you 
never know when one of  
your family members might 

need blood.
 My little cousin had a 

heart transplant at 5 weeks 
old. He is now 6 and doing 
amazing!

 As an economist I always 
intend to achieve the great-
est benefit at the minimum 
cost. Less than 10 minutes 
for me can mean more than 
10 years for someone else.

We, the Blood Drive 
Leadership Team, ask that 
you think about donating 
or volunteering on Tuesday, 
Jan. 28, when the blood 
drive comes to campus. A 
list of  the times and loca-
tions are provided below. 

 
Danforth University Center, 
Room 276: 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
Danforth University Center, 
Room 234: 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Olin Gym, Medical School: 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Simon Hall Undergraduate 
Lounge:  9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Lopata Hall Gallery:  
9 a.m.-4 p.m.
College Hall, South 40:  
2 p.m.-9 p.m.                        
West Campus, Room 350: 8 
a.m.-1 p.m.

—Rahul Aggarwal, Julia 
Millot and the rest of  the Blood 
Drive Leadership Team
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Blood Drive this Tuesday, Jan. 28

An unlikely, if 
revealing, union
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Removing reading week won’t solve finals stress

BECCA CHRISTMAN | STUDENT LIFE
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January 27
Thomas R. Pickering Foreign Affairs 
Undergraduate Fellowship
U.S. Department of State

January 28
Programmer Extraordinaire
Expensify

LankaCorps Fellowship
The Asia Foundation

January 29
Client Services Analyst + Others
NISA Investment Advisors

Co-op Information Technology Team
Emerson

Mobile App Developer
Symplicity Corporation

January 30
Cardinal Education Scholars Associate  
+ Others
Cardinal Education

Enterprise Risk Management Intern
Scottrade, Inc.

Intern, Strategic Initiatives Operations
Express Scripts

Mechanical Engineering Internship
Universal Air Filter Company

Microsoft College Scholarship  
Program
Microsoft Corporation

January 31
2014 Humanity in Action Fellowship
Humanity in Action, Inc.

2014 AFIT Summer Internship  
Program
The Air Force Institute of Technology

2014 Summer League Internship  
Program 
Under Armour

Entry Level Engineer / Estimator 
Mass. Electric Construction Co.

Architect 
Cannon Design

Artist / Designer 
Diane Katzman Design

Emergency Department Scribe 
ScribeAmerica

Engineering Practicum Internship, 
Summer 2014 
Google 

Financial Management Scholar  
Federal Deposit Insurance  
Corporation (FDIC)

Human Resources Internship 
FleishmanHillard

February 1
2014 Summer Internship Program 
Creative Artists Agency (CAA)

Smithsonian Education Programs 
Internship + Others
Smithsonian Institution

February 2
Teach For America Corps Member
Teach For America

Summer Associate Consultant + Others 
Mars & Co Consulting

Recently Posted Opportunities
Hallmark 2014 Creative Summer 
Internships
Hallmark

Mentoring at Punahou Program
Punahou School 

Recruiting Coordinator 
Dropbox

Research and Publications Intern
Environmental Law Institute

Supply Chain Analyst
World Wide Technology

Featured Upcoming Job & Internship Deadlines
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FROM PASSION SPRINGS PURPOSE

My goal... serving and connecting with patients as a doctor.

Check out the Career Fair this Wednesday in the Athletic Complex, 3-7 pm.
Over 100 employers will be there, eager to meet with students of all majors!

This Week’s Opportunities             Events
Humanity in Action 

Under Armour

Scottrade, Inc. 

Google   

Procter & Gamble 
 

MOA Architecture

Cardinal Education

Microsoft Corporation 

U.S. Department  
of State

JAN 27
Prepping for the Career Fair

JAN 28
Lunch with a Pro: BP

Biomedical and Healthcare Fair

Mosaic SLAM

JAN 29
Spring Internship & Job Career Fair

I interned with Washington 
University School of Medicine 
conducting research in a lab.

Celebrating with the Women’s Club 
Water Polo after a fourth-place finish

Enjoying a free concert beneath the  
St. Louis Arch with friends

On our way to a Wash. U. a capella 
concert - the groups are incredible!

Getting to know myself...
I initially came to college 
thinking that I wanted to get a 
PhD, but I wasn’t so sure.  
This summer my main goal 
was to figure out if I wanted 
to be a doctor or a scientific 
researcher. I thought the best 
way to do that would be to 
test both of them out.

Bringing my story to life...
Before beginning my search, 
I visited the Career Center for 
help with my resume. Then 
I looked on the WUSM and 

Undergraduate Research 
websites for a list of principal 
investigators (PI’s) who had 
worked with undergraduates 
in their labs before. I emailed 
10 of them about their 
research and asked if I could 
meet with them. With a few 
choices, I ended up working 
in a lab where I researched 
potassium channels in the 
uterus and how they affect 
contraction and relaxation 
before and during labor. In 
the evenings, I shadowed 
emergency doctors.

My experience take away... 
I enjoyed the intellectual 
challenge of research, but felt 
a much stronger and fulfilling 
connection with patients 
when I was shadowing. After 
doing research during the day 
and shadowing emergency 
department shifts at night, 
I learned that instead of 
getting a PhD, I’d like to 
become a medical doctor. 
It’s okay to not be sure 
about your path. Both of my 
experiences this summer 
helped me realize that.

 
Alexandra Rhodes
2016 | Biology + Women, Gender, 
and Sexuality Studies

For more information visit careercenter.wustl.edu
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