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A Mallinckrodt Center 
Subway employee says a four-
minute-late order and payment 
dispute led to a customer throw-
ing his unopened beverage at 
her shoulder.

The Washington University 
Police Department is continu-
ing to investigate the alleged 
altercation between a campus 
employee and Subway cashier 
over an order.

Marlissa Vinson, 18, said 
she was working the cash reg-
ister Thursday night when a 
University College staff  mem-
ber, already furious that his 
online order was not ready on 
time, got aggressive when she 
told him he had underpaid for 
his sandwiches.

Vinson said the customer 

had ordered a kid’s meal and 
two six-inch subs for a 7 p.m. 
pickup. He initially tried to 
pay for the kid’s meal and a 
footlong, and when she told 
him that he owed more money, 
Vinson said he proceeded to 
slam down his food order and 
throw his milk at her shoulder—
though WUPD Chief  of  Police 
Don Strom could not confirm 
that any assault took place.

“It didn’t hurt then, but when 
I woke up the next morning, I 
had sharp pain [in my shoul-
der],” Vinson said. “And I’m 
like, ‘Did that really happen 
from that milk?’”

She said that the customer 
then demanded to see a man-
ager—who offered to give 
him his meal for free—but the 
customer refused and began 

michael tabb
seniOr neWs eDitOr

subway employee 
claims order mishap led 
to physical altercation

Washington University might 
offer its students almost every ser-
vice imaginable, but until recently, 
those services have not extended 
as far as getting students home for 
the holidays.

Despite early difficulties coor-
dinating with the administration, 
a new Ride Share program has 
begun connecting students to car-
pool from campus to students’ 
hometowns—and back—for win-
ter break.

In the new system, students can 
sign up with their University email 
address and post travel infor-
mation—which includes name, 
contact information, whether they 
are looking for or offering a ride, 
and their final destination. Later, 
organizers in the Green Events 
Commission (GEC) will connect 
students traveling to neighboring 
locations via email so they can 
coordinate carpools.

As of  Sunday, 35 students had 
signed up for trips departing from 

the University, and four students 
signed up to share a ride arriv-
ing on campus before the start of  
spring semester.

Senior Tyler Loucky, co-chair 
of  the GEC, said she believes the 
benefits of  Ride Share extend 
beyond reduced carbon dioxide 
emissions.

“It’s a no-brainer. You’re saving 
money, you’re reducing the CO2 
output and you’re sharing the driv-
ing burden with [your match],” 
Loucky said. “It just makes sense, 
and it’s strange that we haven’t 
been doing it.”

Loucky also said that the idea 
for Ride Share started among the 
GEC members nearly a year and 
half  ago. However, despite the 
administration’s avid support, a 
previously existing relationship 
with GreenRide—a carpool-match 
service that partners with Parking 
& Transportation Services—lim-
ited the extent to which they could 
participate, thus delaying the ini-
tiative’s launch date.

At the third open discussion 
on socioeconomic diversity in 
two weeks, administrators had 
no trouble responding to stu-
dent questions on everything 
from scholarships to endowment 
spending—until one student 
asked about recruiting from 
urban areas. 

Provost Holden Thorp and 
Vice Chancellor for Admissions 

John Berg said they have no 
trouble recruiting from major 
cities but have trouble reaching 
out to students from non-urban 
areas due to lack of  name recog-
nition, for which neither had a 
solution to offer.

“One of  the big issues that we 
face nationally is that a lot of…
students that have good scores 
but aren’t going to the best uni-
versity they could go to are in 
the rural parts of  America,” 
Thorp said. “Nobody’s figured 

out what do we do about these 
vast geographic regions that have 
highly dispersed, highly quali-
fied students that aren’t coming 
to college because no one has 
told them that they should.”

He said that many of  these 
students would bring more 
socioeconomic diversity to the 
University, but no one is reach-
ing out to them because it is 
inefficient to do so.

parker chang
COntriBUting repOrter

Ride Share program looks 
to connect students for 
sustainable travel alternative

dylan bassett
COntriBUting repOrter

see ride share, page 3

see subway, page 2

see diversity, page 2

A workshop Thursday night 
brought students and St. Louis 
community members together to 
discuss nonviolent protests, their his-
torical role on campus and broader 
applicability.

The Social Justice Center part-
nered with Missourians Organizing 
for Reform and Empowerment 
(MORE), an economic and envi-
ronmental justice community 
organization, to put on the work-
shop featuring several community 
members who have had experience 
with nonviolent protests. The event’s 
organizers also screened a short film 
and led a few interactive activities.

Rudolph Clay, the head of library 

outreach at Olin Library, gave a 
brief synopsis of some Washington 
University history—namely, a few 
of the on-campus protests, such as 
the sit-ins and protests in 1968, 1989 
and 2005.

Molly Gott, a 2012 Washington 
University alumna and current 
member of MORE, noted that stu-
dents seemed more interested in 
social issues than in previous years. 

“There is a lot more energy in 
these things and a lot more people 
here and a lot more heating up of  
issues that were just starting up when 
I was here,” Gott said. 

At the event, students and alumni 
shared personal anecdotes to give a 
basic idea of the tactics and strategy 

emily schienvar
COntriBUting repOrter

Students, community 
members discuss non-
violent direct action

see action, page 2

rOse shapirO | stUDent Life

CLOCkWise frOM tOp: seniors austin spurlock, ethan goldstein and Jordan gamble pose outside the Danforth University 
Center after completing the second annual nearly naked run. freshman ethan rinchik crosses the finish line and heads toward 
the hot chocolate oustide the DUC doors. sophomore Julie rub was one of approximately 50 students who ran in the event. 
fOr MOre COverage, see scene, page 8. 

rahee nerUrkar | stUDent Life

a recent snowfall blankets Mudd field in front of the Danforth University Center. the st. Louis area received 2.2 inches 
of snow on saturday. 

Feature photo

‘Nearly Naked’ students brave snow
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MONDAY 9
MOSTLY CLOUDY
30 / 19

TUESDAY 10
PARTLY CLOUDY
33 / 15

WEDNESDAY 11
MOSTLY SUNNY
35 / 13theflipside

December 5
Disturbance—At about 7 p.m., a customer 
caused a disturbance in Subway in Mallinckrodt 
Center.
Disposition: Pending

Auto accident—At 9:20 p.m., a Bear Patrol cart 
struck a fixed object along the Inner Campus 
Walkway.
Disposition: Cleared

MONDAY 9
Department of Music—Symphony 
Orchestra Concert
560 Music Center, E. Desmond Lee Concert 
Hall, 7:30 p.m.
Community Partnership Program of the St. 
Louis Symphony. Features Bjorn Ranheim 
and Shawn Weil, soloists. The concert is free 
and open to the public.

TUESDAY 10
Department of Music Concert
Danforth University Center, Goldberg Formal 
Lounge, 8 p.m.
“Chamber Music Extravaganza. Chamber 
String Ensembles.” Elizabeth Macdonald, 
director. String quartets playing Bartok, 
Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven. The concert 
is free and open to the public.

EVENT
CALENDAR

POLICE
BEAT

“It didn’t hurt then, but 

when I woke up the next 

morning, I had sharp pain 

[in my shoulder]. And 

I’m like, did that really 

happen from that milk?” 

- Marlissa Vinson, 

Mallinckrodt Center 

Subway employee

CAMPUS

A 60-acre plot in the Tyson Research 
Center, a Washington University 
landscape for environmental research 
in Eureka, Mo., was named a Forest 
Global Earth Observatory in the 
Smithsonian’s global forest network. 
The network of forests is the largest 
systematically studied network of 
forest plots in the world.

The World Health Organization 
updated guidelines for treatment 
of severe acute malnutrition 
to incorporate Washington 
University medical school research, 
recommending antibiotics for some 
children. Mark Manary, a professor of 
pediatrics at the University, projects 
the guidelines could reduce childhood 
death by 175,000 annually.

LOCAL 
 
A car slid past a closing MetroLink 
gate and was hit by a train near Rock 
Road station on the red westbound 
MetroLink line. Some passengers 
requested medical attention, but 
according to police, the injuries did 
not appear to be serious. Trains have 
resumed operation on the line.

The Edwardsville School District 
received a private $4 million donation 
that will allow it to build an aquatic 
center in its sports complex. The 
complex is expected to include an 
Olympic-sized pool with diving 
boards, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
reported.

NATIONAL

Of students who graduated from four-
year colleges in 2012, 71 percent had 
student loans, reaching an average 
loan debt of $29,400, according to a 
report from the nonprofit Institute for 
College Access & Success. The average 
borrowing level varies substantially 
across colleges, from 6 percent to 100 
percent of the class of 2012 graduating 
with student loan debt.

Princeton University is preparing to 
administer a first dose of a meningitis 
vaccine. Although the vaccine has not 
been licensed for use in the U.S., the 
Food and Drug Administration has 
allowed its limited use at Princeton 
after a meningitis outbreak that has 
infected seven individuals on the 
campus this year. The second dose 
of vaccine will be administered in 
February.

NEWS
IN BRIEF

SUBWAY FROM PAGE 1

DIVERSITY FROM PAGE 1

ACTION FROM PAGE 1

verbally accosting the manager as well.
Strom said that WUPD was called 

around 7:15 p.m. and officers arrived 
shortly after. But by that point, Vinson 
said the manager had demanded that 
the customer exit. Strom said no one 
was hurt and the customer had left by 

the time police responded. 
The investigation is ongoing, but 

WUPD has reached out to the man it 
believes is responsible. Strom said they 
will handle the process internally and 
decide whether to refer the case to a 
county prosecutor.

“This is my first job, so it’s crazy,” 
Vinson said.

The man Vinson claimed was respon-
sible did not return a Student Life 
request for comment Sunday evening.

“A lot of  these groups that you hear 
about working on college access tend to 
do it in urban areas because they can get 
more people that way,” Thorp said. 

Students from these areas who do 
apply to Washington University often 
apply to many other top schools and 
receive similar financial aid packages, 
Berg noted.

“You have to work hard to get the 
word out about your school,” Berg said. 
“Even though we provide scholarship 
support, the students we try to recruit 
from families with low incomes are 
getting full-cost scholarships to every 
institution to which they’re admitted.”

Berg observed that the University 
receives applicants in an uneven dis-
tribution—that the student population 
is polarized between those needing a 
large amount of  financial aid and those 
requesting none at all. About half  of  all 
applicants request and are offered some 
amount of  aid.

Washington University for 
Undergraduate Socio-Economic 
Diversity hosted the Monday-night 
discussion to offer undergraduates a 
chance to speak up to administrators 
and demand answers to some difficult 
questions about how the school uses its 
resources to build a well-rounded stu-
dent body.

“We think it is important for students 
to have a voice in the determination 
of  University policy priorities, and 
we thus seek increased administrative 
transparency and hope to encourage 
direct interchange between students and 
University decision makers,” Thorp said.

Professor Venus Bivar of  the 
Department of  History said she was 
invited to the discussion by a student 
and decided to attend to learn more 
about the admissions process. 

Bivar, who received her bachelor’s 
degree from the University of  British 
Columbia, said the process of  applying 
to Canadian schools is significantly dif-
ferent and cost is less of  a concern.

“I definitely did not have to indicate 
on my application if  I intended to apply 
for financial aid, and I was not asked 
for information about my parents,” 
Bivar said. “It’s hard to believe that hav-
ing those questions on the application 
doesn’t skew the admissions process in 
some way. That said, college is much 
less expensive in Canada, and financial 
aid is handled differently, so that the 
stakes are much lower financially when 
it comes to admitting students who can’t 
cover their costs.”

She said that she appreciated how 
open administrators were about the issue 
and that it gave her a better sense of  the 
diversity in her classrooms.

The panel discussion also touched on 
the importance of  reaching out to the 
St. Louis community and the flaws of  
paying too much attention to Pell Grant 
statistics.

Administrators said the University 
has sought to expand its contact with 
students in St. Louis Public Schools 
through community organizers, such as 
by offering tours of  campus. 

In addition, Enterprise, the car rental 
company based in St. Louis, has pro-
vided a gift to the University specifically 

to be used to recruit students from low-
income families in the St. Louis area.

“We have a responsibility to help St. 
Louis in every way we can,” Thorp said. 

The school’s latest campaign, Leading 
Together, hopes to raise $2.2 billion by 
2018, $250 million of  which is to go 
toward student aid. The provost hopes 
that this will ultimately allow the num-
ber of  Pell Grant recipients admitted to 
the University to rise to between 7 and 
11 percent.

He argued that having a large number 
of  Pell Grant recipients does not neces-
sarily mean a school is more accessible 
but suggested it is at least partially so 
important because so many people focus 
on it.

“What we would love to do is have a 
whole bunch of  people willing to spend a 
whole hour listening to us explain all of  
these nuances,” Thorp said. “We’re not 
going to get everybody at the University 
to spend the kind of  time that you are on 
this, and if  the media and the conversa-
tion is focused on the percentage of  Pell 
grant receiving students, then we need to 
say that’s important and we’re willing to 
raise it.” 

Thorp added that although this 
year’s statistics on how much money 
Washington University spends on aid 
will show a decline, those numbers will 
rise the following year because the num-
bers come out a year late. Thorp stressed 
that he prefers to delay releasing the 
statistics because he wants to “under-
promise and over-deliver—a lot can 
happen between now and August.”

involved in successful, nonviolent direct 
action. When the discussion transitioned into 
an open discussion period, participants were 
given stickers representing various topics of  
interest, including environmental issues, 
socioeconomic and racial diversity, and ele-
mentary and secondary education, to aid in 
conversation.

“I think that nonviolent direct action is 
a tool for students to use in the context of  

broader organizing and activism that they’re 
doing, which is a place where students can 
feel very disempowered and helpless and like 
there is no next step in the fights they’ve been 
taking on,” Gott said.

Some members of the University and 
greater St. Louis communities shared their 
experiences with direct action in their college 
years, including University College instruc-
tor Bill Hall and activists Jamala Rogers and 

Percy Green.
Danielle Taylor, a candidate for the Brown 

School of Social Work, said she enjoyed the 
workshop, finding it both informative and 
engaging.

“I thought the speakers were great because 
they all seemed to offer somewhat different 
perspectives but with the same interest in the 
topic, and they enjoyed hearing our opin-
ions,” she said. 
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RIDE SHARE FROM PAGE 1

With limited contributions from the 
administration, resources for the initiative 
are scarce. After a long wait to get Ride 
Share started, the GEC decided to run the 
sign up through a Google Doc. 

Junior Allison Karp, head of  public 
relations for the GEC, said she is optimis-
tic about the program despite the limited 
resources.

“The response that we got was astound-
ing,” Karp said. “We believed that even if  
we only paired one person that it would be 
a success. We put the Facebook event up, 
and an hour later, we had 15 people signed 
up. We’ve already matched three people, 
and we are trying to coordinate rides back.” 

The Google Doc, however, falls short of  
foolproof, and the current registration sys-
tem has limited security safeguards. GEC 
members are encouraging users to check 
their matches on WebSTAC Faces prior to 
departure, as well as meeting them in per-
son if  possible. So far, there have been no 
issues, Loucky said.

The GEC is also currently working to 
partner with a pre-existing rideshare ser-
vice. At the top of  its list is Zimride, a 
program that connects inner-city drivers 

and passengers through social networking. 
“This program is starting to attract atten-

tion in the upper administration, so it’s 
going to hopefully induce eventual change,” 
Loucky said. “If  we end up using Zimride, 
people can [form carpools] themselves, and 
ideally, we’ll replace the Google Doc sys-
tem with Zimride.” 

In addition to its user-friendly inter-
face, Zimride is very secure, according to 
Loucky. 

Joanie Steffen, a senior and Ride Share 
participant, first heard of  the initiative 
through friends involved in the GEC. She is 
driving home to Chicago this winter break 
and bringing three students along with her. 

“For me, the green aspect is really appeal-
ing. I have a car here, and it’s convenient to 
have my car here and at home with me over 
winter break, but I know it’s not as eco-
friendly to drive back and forth, so it makes 
me feel a little better,” Steffen said. 

She met two of  her three passengers in a 
previous semester’s class and looks forward 
to reconnecting. 

“This is so cool,” Steffen said. “I wish 
they had [Ride Share] before my last 
semester.”

Senior Austin Spurlock rides a mechanical bull in Tisch Commons of the 
Danforth University Center after completing the Nearly Naked Run on 
Sunday night. The run continued despite icy pathways and falling snow in 
26-degree weather, and afterward, the festivities continued indoors.

SAHIL PATEL | STUDENT LIFE
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SPORTS

In a battle between two 
frequent Division III cham-
pionship contenders and 
top-10 teams, No. 5 Illinois 
Wesleyan University routed 
the No. 8 Washington 
University men’s basketball 
team 98-73 on Saturday 
night in Bloomington, Ill.  

Saturday’s game coun-
tered the traditional 
nail-biting contests between 
these two rivals and pro-
pelled IWU to a 20-15 lead 
in the all-time series. The 
Bears fell to 5-2 on the sea-
son with a 1-1 record versus 
top-25 teams. 

With the game tied 9-9, 
IWU went on an 11-0 run 
to take a 20-9 lead, and the 
Titans never conceded the 
advantage for the rest of  the 
game. Senior forward Chris 
Klimek and junior forward 
Matt Palucki were in foul 
trouble in the first half, but 
senior guard Tim Cooney 
filled the void with 21 of  
his career-high 27 points in 
the opening half, and the 
Bears only trailed 47-39 at 
halftime. 

“[Senior guard Alan] 
Aboona and Klimek have 
been our go-to guys, and I 
think Wesleyan was prob-
ably focusing a little bit more 
on them, which freed me up 
for some more opportuni-
ties,” Cooney said. “Once 
we got going, we realized 
they were susceptible to the 
drive, and we did a good job 
attacking in the first half, 
which kept the game close.”

In the second half, the 
Bears got as close as 47-42 
after an Aboona three-
pointer, but the Titans went 
on a key 10-0 run later in the 
half  to break the game open 
to 69-51. The Bears made 
just two of  13 three-pointers 
in the second half.

The tandem of  Klimek 
and Palucki struggled with 
foul trouble throughout 
the game. The two power 
forwards had averaged just 
more than 28 points per 
game combined for the 
Bears this season, but they 

only registered nine points 
in the loss on Saturday. 
According to head coach 
Mark Edwards, the foul 
trouble made it difficult 
for the team to cut into the 
lead and led to many differ-
ent combinations of  players 
being on the floor. 

Aboona contributed 10 
points and six assists, and 
junior guard David Fatoki 
added eight points off  the 
bench. IWU shot 11-25 
on three-pointers and out-
rebounded the Bears 42-30. 
IWU’s bench scored 43 
points, compared to 17 
for the Red and Green. 
Furthermore, the Titans 
beat the Bears at their own 
game by relying on a multi-
tude of  players—five players 
scored in double figures for 
the Titans. 

“One of  the concerns we 
had going into the game was 
their depth. They have the 
deepest team I have seen 
in a long time anywhere,” 
Edwards said. 

Wash. U. struggled from 
the field with a season-low 
38.3 field goal percentage 
while IWU shot 54.4 percent 
for the game. The 98 points 
were the most the Bears had 
given up since February 
2006 in a wild 102-100 vic-
tory over Emory University. 
Edwards credited Wesleyan 
for an outstanding offensive 
performance. 

Despite the loss, Edwards 
believes that his team will 
bounce back.

“This team is an experi-
enced team, and it is used to 
having to regroup and come 
back at it again,” Edwards 
said. “It is disappointing 
that we couldn’t compete up 
to the level that we feel we 
can compete and that we 
really needed to compete last 
night, but I’m confident that 
we can regroup and get back 
into the competitive mode.”

Added Cooney: “We will 
have a good week of  prac-
tice and get back to where 
we need to be. We know 
that defense is going to help 
us win games, and we just 
have to get back into that 
mindset.”

While the Washington 
University football team’s 
season may have ended, 
senior defensive lineman 
Nelson Nwumeh had the 
opportunity to extend his 
collegiate career on Sunday 
afternoon at Florida 
International University.  

Selected as one of  the 
100 best non-Football Bowl 
Subdivision college play-
ers, Nwumeh participated 
in the fourth National 
Bowl Game, a postseason 
all-star game, with NFL, 
Canadian Football League 
and Arena Football League 
scouts in attendance. 
Leading the Bears with 
79 tackles and four forced 
fumbles this season, he was 
awarded University Athletic 
Association Defensive 
Player of  the Year honors. 
Nwumeh also received all-
UAA honors for the third 
time in his career. While 
the numbers speak for his 
productivity, Nwumeh 
was in shock when he 
received news of  his all-star 
selection.

“To be honest, I had no 
idea that this game even 
existed,” he said. “When I 
saw the letter, I was really 
surprised, and I knew that I 
had to take advantage of  the 
opportunity. It was amaz-
ing to be among the most 
talented people around the 
country,” Nwumeh said.

Arriving on Thursday 
night, the players were 
divided randomly into 
teams of  red and blue and 
practiced throughout Friday 
and Saturday. Nwumeh 
appreciated the bonding 
experience that he had dur-
ing those three days.

“We really felt like a fam-
ily, and it was nice to meet 
people from other states 
like Oklahoma and Texas,” 
he said. “We talked about 
football and academics and 
just bonded.” 

As the players went 
through several drills in 
their high-tempo practices, 
the scouts had the oppor-
tunity to meet and speak 
with the players with whom 
they were most interested. 
Scouts from the Green Bay 
Packers and St. Louis Rams 
approached Nwumeh and 

applauded him on his career 
in college.

“It was a humbling expe-
rience to see the scouts 
walking around,” Nwumeh 
said. “I was so excited to 
hear from the Rams, and 
they just asked me some 
questions about my per-
sonality, my thoughts on 
football and my physical 
abilities.”

According to Nwumeh, 
he and the other defensive 
linemen put on a dominat-
ing performance, bringing 
a significant amount of  
pressure to the Blue team’s 
offensive linemen and 
quarterback. Combined 
with a strong offensive per-
formance, the Red team 
finished the game with a 
40-26 victory.

“What I liked most about 
the game was just the com-
petition,” Nwumeh said. 
“We went out there, had 
intense practices and played 
very hard during the game.”

While Nwumeh plans on 
attending medical school 
in the future, he’s still open 
to the possibility of  going 
pro, and he will consider his 
options during his gap year.

Freshman Michael 
Lagieski took home two 
first-place finishes and beat 
his own school record in 
the 100-yard breaststroke to 
place an exclamation mark 
on a weekend featuring 
dominant individual perfor-
mances by the Washington 
University swimming-
and-diving teams at the 
Wheaton Invitational.

Lagieski swam to a 
record time of  56.36 on 
Friday before eclipsing it 
with a 55.90 mark in a time 
trial the next afternoon. 
Accompanying Lagieski 
with their own record-
setting performances were 
junior Matt Nutter in the 
200 backstroke, sopho-
more Amanda Stadermann 
in the 200 butterfly and 
sophomore Sophie Gan 
in the 200 breaststroke. 
Sophomores Katie 
Anderson and Kristalyn 
McAfee, Gan and fresh-
man Lauren Carlos broke 
the school record in the 200 

medley relay.
Outside of  the indi-

vidual performances that 
came to set a tone for the 
Bear swimmers over the 
weekend, team perfor-
mance was also a source 
of  pride. The No. 4 Wash. 
U. women finished with 
a total of  1,057 points, 
outscoring host Wheaton 
College, which finished 
with a distant 786.5. The 
No. 8 men’s team won in 
similar fashion with a total 
of  1,031 points, easily out-
distancing University of  
Wisconsin-Stevens Point 
by 327 points. 

“In a meet like this, we 
just want to go out there 
and give them an oppor-
tunity to swim fast,” head 
coach Brad Shively said. 
“The wins are nice, but I 
feel that they should be 
proud of  a lot of  fast times, 
a lot of  NCAA qualify-
ing standards…we broke 
five school records, which 
definitely makes you feel 
good.”

With only one meet 
in the prior four weeks 

leading up to Wheaton, the 
Bears brought forward a 
new level of  energy.

“This was the point [in 
our season] where we were 
going to rest a little bit and 
just really get out there and 
race,” junior Sara Taege 
said. “It was like a cham-
pionship meet. It was the 
first time for us to see the 
freshmen really rest up and 
get out there with the suits 
on and have that champion-
ship meet mentality.”

The Wheaton 
Invitational was also Wash. 
U.’s first opportunity this 
season to participate in a 
two-day meet and served 
as a measuring stick for 
the Bears as they pre-
pare for the University 
Athletic Association 
Championships looming 
two months away. Looking 
forward to these crucial 
meets, Shively was cau-
tiously optimistic about 
his team’s chances for the 
spring semester.

“I’m certainly confi-
dent that we have a group 
of  young men and young 

women who are going to 
be excited for their future 
opportunities,” Shively 
said. “They’re not going 
to let up right now—they 
are going to be excited for 
the opportunities in front 
of  them. And if  they do 
take advantage of  those 
opportunities, if  they con-
tinue to work hard and stay 
focused, then they have a 
chance to compete at a very 
high level.”

Lagieski emphasized the 
importance of  the team’s 
focus going into next 
semester. 

“Coming off  this meet, 
we got a lot B-cuts and a lot 
of  qualifier selection times 
from last year. We have a 
training trip coming up in 
a couple weeks to improve 
our fitness and get even 
more ready for conference 
so we can be even faster. 
Obviously, we also want to 
set as many school records, 
team records as we can. But 
a big thing for our team is 
to get ready for nationals—
that’s one of  our biggest 
goals right now.”

NICK KAUZLARICH
SPORTS EDITOR

DEREK SHYR
MANAGING EDITOR

GAD CHOI
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Men’s basketball 
suffers rout at 
Illinois Wesleyan

Nwumeh plays in fourth annual National Bowl Game

Swimming posts five school records 
at two-day Wheaton Invitational

Senior Nelson Nwumeh applies pressure on Case Western Reserve University quarterback Erik Olson 
in the Bears’ 29-0 victory over the Spartans on Nov. 9. Nwumeh played in the fourth annual National 
Bowl Game on Sunday in Miami, one of 100 players from around the country to participate.

SAHIL PATEL | STUDENT LIFE

Freshman Michael Lagieski swims the 200-yard breaststroke in a dual meet with DePauw University on Nov. 2. Lagieski won two 
events and broke his own school record in the 100 breaststroke at the Wheaton Invitational over the weekend.

SAHIL PATEL | STUDENT LIFE
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The Washington 
University men’s and 
women’s track-and-field 
teams as they took home 
six event titles from the 
Titan First Chance meet 
Saturday in Bloomington, 
Ill. to kick off  the indoor 
season in 2013.

The day featured a 
strong performance from 
senior Jasmine Williams 
as she garnered two 
individual titles for the 
women. Williams cleared 
a height of  1.63 meters to 
win the high jump and fol-
lowed that by leaping 5.28 
meters to a long jump title. 
Sophomore Emily Warner 
raced to victory in the 600-
meter race with a time of  
1:36.39.

The Wash. U. men 
also won three events 

on the day. Sophomores 
James Fitzhugh and Britt 
Henderson each took 
first in individual events; 
Fitzhugh finished first 
in the 300 with a time 
of  35.86 seconds, and 
Henderson took first in the 
600, running 1:22.43. The 
men’s 1,600-meter relay 
team contributed another 
event victory for the Bears 
as the squad posted a time 
of  3:26.63.

“I was happy with the 
performance,” assistant 
coach Lane Lohr said. 
“We faced some stiff  com-
petition and did better 
than we expected.”

In the women’s 1,600 
relay, the Bears finished 
third with a time of  
4:06.93. 

Senior Anna 
Etherington placed sec-
ond in the pole vault with 
a 3.80-meter clearance, 

finishing behind only 
NCAA Division II 
Missouri University of  
Science and Technology’s 
Taylor Cipicchio. Senior 
Katie Sandson also had 
an impressive day, finish-
ing as the runner-up in two 
events. She placed second 
in the 60-meter dash with 
a time of  8.02 seconds and 
ran a career-best 26.78 for 

second place in the 200. 
Junior Claire Simmons 
pole-vaulted a height of  
3.50 meters, just six centi-
meters off  her indoor best, 
to finish fourth.

Freshman Jack 
MacCarthy finished third 
in the men’s 60-meter hur-
dles with a time of  8.66 
seconds.

“I thought the freshmen 

handled their first meet 
very well,” Lohr said. 
“Being the first meet, 

we’re figuring out where 
we’re at, [but] we’re always 
looking to improve.”

ALBERT MO
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

Track and field commences indoor season at Titan First Chance

$10 palm & tarot 
card readings

  Find out what the New Year holds:  
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A week after giving up 
its season high in points 
and being outrebounded for 
the first time this year in a 
road loss to No. 1 DePauw 
University, the Washington 
University women’s bas-
ketball team returned to 
its strengths, winning the 
McWilliams Classic for the 
seventh consecutive year. 

Playing at home for the 
first time this season, the 
No. 2 Bears (6-1) relied on 
their size and defensive 
prowess to defeat Augustana 
College 77-53 Friday and 
No. 24 Trinity University 
(Texas) 67-59 Saturday.

The game against Trinity 
was the first single-digit mar-
gin for the Red and Green 
all season as a game that 
looked to be in the Bears’ 
firm control swung due to 
a barrage of  Trinity three-
pointers. The Tigers hit 
three straight three-pointers 
and gained their first lead 
in 30 minutes with 8:28 left, 
but a response three-pointer 
a few minutes later by senior 
guard Jessy Rosen gave 
Wash. U. the lead for good.

The Bears outrebounded 
Trinity 50-30 and turned 21 
offensive rebounds into 18 
second-chance points, and 
Wash. U. needed every one 
of  them in the close game. 
Junior forward Melissa 
Gilkey, who was named the 
tournament’s most valuable 
player, scored 13 of  Wash. 
U.’s first 17 points but was 
held to just two the rest of  
the way. In her stead, three 
other Bears scored in double 
figures: sophomore guard 
Jordan Thompson (a season-
high 14), graduate forward 
Kristin Anda (11) and junior 
guard Maddy Scheppers 
(10).

“Our best asset is the fact 
that we have a really deep 
bench,” Gilkey said. “To 
see people like Jessy Rosen 
come off  the bench and hit a 
three when we need it, that’s 
just absolutely huge, know-
ing that we can score from 
all angles.”

Trinity’s 2-3 zone defense 
“obviously bothered us ini-
tially,” head coach Nancy 
Fahey said. “Zones are 
basically—what they are, 
they’re telling you [that] you 
have to hit a perimeter shot. 
I thought we moved the ball 

well, but we tightened up a 
little bit in that spot…I think 
Rosen’s three was key. You 
could feel the gym kind of  
relax again.”

Defensively, the Bears 
contained Trinity’s out-
side shooters for the most 
part, forcing the Tigers into 
24.1-percent shooting on 
three-pointers. But when 
the threes came, they came 
in bunches, as in that sec-
ond-half  run to give Trinity 
the brief  lead. By altering 
how they defended screens, 
though, the Red and Green 
adjusted to limit the Tigers 
the rest of  the way.

“We had to change on 
on-ball screens. We started 
jamming and going under, 
which was key, instead of  
the hard hedge,” Fahey said. 
“What was happening was 
they were getting to our gut 
and kicking out, and when 
you stop doing that, they 
didn’t get their kick-out 
threes.”

Against Augustana on 
Friday, the Bears never 
trailed and led by double 
digits for the entire second 
half  en route to their fifth 
victory of  17 or more points 
this season. Scheppers 

continued her recovery from 
offseason shoulder surgery 
to make four three-pointers 
and score 15 points, and 
both Gilkey (17 points, 
12 rebounds) and senior 
forward Jordan Rettig 
(11 and 11) contributed 
double-doubles.

The Bears tallied 16 steals 
in the game, including 12 
in the second half, and out-
scored Augustana 35-10 in 
points off  turnovers. “We 
just wanted to be a little 
more aggressive,” Scheppers 
said. “We had to stop drib-
ble penetration because 
they were getting a lot of  
shots in the paint, and we 
just wanted to maintain our 
helpside defense.”

“They can’t set up their 
defense because they were 
in that 2-3 that was giv-
ing us trouble,” Scheppers 
added. “So when we got in 
transition, it was easier to do 
offense.”

Wash. U. has two more 
games before winter break, 
playing at Fontbonne 
University in the Wydown 
Showdown at 6 p.m. on 
Tuesday before hosting 
Loras College at 2 p.m. 
Saturday.

ZACH KRAM
STAFF REPORTER

Women’s basketball knocks off Augustana College, 
Trinity University to win McWilliams Classic

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: 
Junior Alyssa Johanson drives to the basket in the second half of the Wash-
ington University women’s basketball team’s 77-53 victory over Augustana 
College in the first round of the McWilliams Classic on Friday. Johanson 
scored 14 points and pulled down five rebounds in the Bears’ pair of games 
over the weekend.

Junior Melissa Gilkey (21) wins the tip in the women’s basketball team’s 
home opener against Augustana. Gilkey earned most valuable player 
honors for the McWilliams Classic after scoring 32 points and recording 23 
rebounds over the two games last weekend.

Graduate student Kristin Anda (20) and Gilkey high-five during pre-game 
player introductions before the game against Augustana. Frontcourt players 
Anda and Gilkey helped the Bears to a 52-37 rebounding advantage over the 
Titans.

NICK KAUZLARICH | STUDENT LIFE
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FORUM
S

unday night, the 
Theatre for Social 
Change drama 
class staged its first 

production of Theatre of the 
Oppressed, a series of three 
short plays centered around 
audience participation. The 
plays were based on the 
concept of Forum Theatre, 
which was developed in the 
1960s by Brazilian director 
Augusto Boal as a way to 
mobilize audience members 
to become agents of positive 
social change in their com-
munities. In each play, the 
actors first perform the scene 
straight through. Then, after 
the audience members have 

had a minute to process what 
they have seen, the actors 
perform the play a second 
time. During the second 
performance, the audience 
members are encouraged to 
yell “stop” when they feel 
a connection to one of the 
characters’ actions and feel 
they could make a differ-
ent choice. The audience 
member then takes the place 
of the actor and acts out the 
rest of the scene, improvising 
the solution.

Boal’s original Theatre of  
the Oppressed events were 
aimed toward motivating 
the audience members to 
take action against political 

repression and censorship in 
Brazil. However, professor 
Annamaria Pileggi’s Theatre 
for Social Change class re-
worked the model to focus on 
the various forms of oppres-
sion and social injustice that 
take place within our own 
campus community.

We as a campus com-
munity have talked a lot 
recently about opening up 
space for dialogues about 
social justice, and this is a 
perfect way to do it. The short 
plays, which highlight various 
issues Wash. U. students 
face, went a step further than 
simply presenting a message 
about social justice—they 

actively encouraged the 
audience members to both 
participate and then to go 
out and apply the lessons 
they learned in their daily 
interactions. Theatre for 
Social Change created exactly 
the kind of dialogue we need 
to be having about the ways 
we interact with our peers 
and construct our campus 
community.

The performances took 
place at an ideal location and 
time for students to attend—
Ursa’s on the night before 
reading week—but turnout 
was still not particularly 
high. This was not necessar-
ily a bad thing because the 

audience participation aspect 
worked very well with a small 
group. However, it would be 
great to present this message 
to a wider campus audience. 
We encourage all members 
of the University community 
to attend the second per-
formance of Theatre of the 
Oppressed, Tuesday morning 
at 10:30 a.m. in Mallinckrodt 
101. 

There have been several 
proposals to add a social jus-
tice and diversity activity into 
freshman orientation, possi-
bly in place of the “Choices” 
play. We think staging 
something similar to Theatre 
of the Oppressed would be 

perfect for this. It would be 
more interactive and engag-
ing than simply putting on a 
play about social justice and 
would set a strong precedent 
for the incoming freshman 
class about the inclusive 
community Wash. U. wants 
to create. Logistically, staging 
an interactive play for 1,500 
first-year students may be dif-
ficult, so the model may have 
to be slightly revised. But an 
activity similar to Theatre of  
the Oppressed would be the 
perfect way to start the kind 
of dialogue that we want 
incoming students and even 
existing community members 
to have.

STAFF EDITORIAL

L
ast month, 
our Congress 
passed a bill 
with significant 

ramifications for the future 
of  our country, and almost 
no one has heard of  it. 
In order to understand 
what it does, we need to 
go back a few years to the 
big bank bailout. A key 
reason banks were failing 
was that they were making 
increasingly risky maneu-
vers with their customers’ 
money. Eventually, their 
speculations failed, and 
they fell under. When the 
U.S. government agreed to 
bail them out, one of  the 
stipulations was that, in 
the future, the banks would 
not be eligible for bailouts 
if  they engaged in the same 
practices.
The recent bill repealed 
this stipulation, effectively 
returning policy to what 
it was before the reces-
sion. Banks can once again 
make risky speculations, 
safe in the knowledge that 
the U.S. government would 
help them if  they ever 
found themselves in hot 
water.

This bill was quietly 
passed, receiving large 
support from both par-
ties. Whatever ideological 
differences Republicans 
and Democrats seem to 
have, they can apparently 
agree on this, and it reveals 
a troubling trend in our 
country’s politics.

In this day and age, poli-
tics is all about exposure. 
The candidate who can get 
their message out in the 
most friendly and appeal-
ing way will generally win 
the election. What this 
translates to on paper is 
money. Aspiring politi-
cians require much more 
money than they can raise 
on their own. And so they 
spend a significant amount 
of  time raising money 
instead of  spending time 

on more pressing matters. 
Even more troubling 

is that we are left with a 
skewed system in which 
the debts that politicians 
make when they enter 
office prevent them from 
best serving the people 
who got them there. This 
is not a new problem; 
politicians have rewarded 
those who helped get them 
into office for as long as we 
have been a country. But 
we have never experienced 
this phenomenon on such 
a scale before. Since the 
televised Kennedy-Nixon 
debate (and, arguably, 
since the advent of  the 
radio), politicians have 
been forced to spend more 
and more money to gain 
office. 

Campaign finance 
reform has been an on-and-
off  issue for decades, and 
the government puts very 
strict limits on how much 
an individual or organiza-
tion can contribute to a 
candidate or campaign. 
The issue is that there are 
several prominent loop-
holes that were designed 
to be exploited and allow 
certain groups to give far 
more money than they oth-
erwise legally could. For 
example, organizations can 
donate to super political 
action committees, which 
do not have the same lim-
its. Furthermore, donating 
to nonprofit groups allows 
contributors to remain 
anonymous, clouding the 
source of  funds.  

It’s an arms race, of  
a sort: each candidate 
needs to raise more money 
than the other, and each 
election, more money is 
required. Thus, politicians 
further entangle themselves 
in a web of  sponsors and 
become less and less able 
to maneuver and pursue 
the agenda for which they 
were elected. It’s time we 
took another look at how 
our politicians are elected. 
We have some changes to 
make. 

STEVEN WENZEL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

In for the penny, not 
for the pound: Why 
we need campaign 

finance reform

EDITORIAL CARTOONS
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Theatre for Social Change makes strong case for inclusivity

LEAH KUCERA | STUDENT LIFE
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NBC’s much-hyped foray into 
the long-gone “event television” 
days finally went live with “The 
Sound of  Music Live!” Thursday 
night, but the adaptation of  the 
1959 classic turned out to be 
nothing more than a couple of  
hours full of  awkwardness. Billed 
as the first televised live musi-
cal in about 50 years, the show 
was supposed to be the product 
of  many weeks of  rehearsal and 
hard work. Instead, it played out 
like a semi-staged reading that 
eliminated all luster from the 
performance. How do you solve 
a problem like casting Maria, 
you ask? Here’s the right answer: 
don’t choose Carrie Underwood. 

The country-pop star delivered 
her songs nearly pitch-perfectly 
but without any sense of  gusto, 
emotion or dynamism; unfor-
tunately, her acting skills were 
even more subpar. In fact, one 
wonders how Underwood’s char-
acterization of  Maria’s usually 
vivacious personality could ever 
demand the excitement described 
by the nuns in the iconic song; 
after all, they call her a “flibber-
tigibbet” and a “clown,” not “a 
sweet and unassuming person.” 
The chemistry between her and 
Captain von Trapp, played by 
“True Blood”’s Stephen Moyer, 
is negligible; they show their 
love for each other not through 
emotion or expression but 
through the words of  their lines, 
delivered without any mean-
ing. If  one were to watch the 

show on mute, he might even 
think that von Trapp is giving 
Maria a full-time governess job 
rather than proposing marriage 
during “Something Good.” As 
for her voice, everyone knows 
that Underwood is extremely 
talented when performing her 
usual genres of  music. However, 
her range and tonal quality is far 
more suited for belting “Before 
He Cheats” than it is for “The 
Hills are Alive.” It takes some-
thing extra to switch into the 
arguably more difficult arena 
of  stage music (especially for 
this show), and it doesn’t seem 

as if  Underwood received the 
proper training to succeed in this 
venture. 

The one high point of  the 
ho-hum show was the pres-
ence of  Audra McDonald. The 
Tony Award winner and TV star 
not only wowed as the Mother 
Abbess in every song she was in 
but also conveyed true emotional 
depth when advising Maria to 
go back out into the world to 
find herself. This casting deci-
sion by NBC could not have 
been any better; unfortunately, 
McDonald’s considerable skills 
were additionally highlighted by 

the fact that she was unmatched 
by any of  her fellow players. 
In the end, none of  her scene 
partners could do her justice or 
provide a good foil for her to act 
against. Liesl and Rolf, played 
by Ariane Rinehart and Michael 
Campayno, respectively, man-
aged to inject a sense of  youthful 
energy, especially during their 
playful song “Sixteen Going on 
Seventeen,” which ends in them 
rolling down a hill.

The live performance aspect 
of  “The Sound of  Music Live!” 
went well, considering the many 
scene and costume changes that 

had to go off  without a hitch. 
However, was the ability to call 
the show “live” really worth 
the quality that was lost? If  
the show had been pre-filmed, 
the use of  many takes could 
have ensured that every actor, 
especially Underwood, put a 
little something extra into his 
or her delivery. The presence of  
emotional depth is one of  “My 
Favorite Things” to see in musi-
cals. If  another television station 
chooses to try out this venture 
anytime soon, it would be well-
suited to keep this in mind while 
casting its leads.

KIMBERLY HENRICKSON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

‘The Sound of Music Live!’ attracts viewers but falls flat 
under the weight of poor acting, lack of cast chemistry

It’s been a great year for music. 
So was last year, and the year 
before that. Next year will be a 
great year for music, as will the year 
after. With the seemingly infinite 
number of songs released every 12 
months, there’s bound to be a num-
ber of  great releases that find their 
way to the ears of  casual listeners 
and critics alike. But if  every year 
is “great,” how do we distinguish 
them? What separates one year’s 
instant classics from another’s? 
This is why we try to construct 
narratives around the year’s output. 
Any attempt to do so is inherently 
subjective and bound to oversim-
plify the wonderfully diverse array 
of sounds available at any given 
moment—still, we try. Because 
it’s fun. Because it allows us music 
nerds to reflect upon our obsessions 
and give them meaning. It’s the 
same reason we attempt to squeeze 
dozens of truly special records into 
top 10 lists. Yet some insist that 
these exercises reduce great works 
of art to numbers, diminishing 
them in the process.

To those who make such 
assertions, I say: calm down. No 
amount of ranking can take away 
the special bond we form with our 
favorite albums. In fact, top 10 
lists only give them more meaning 
by allowing us to build consensus 
around those songs that grow richer 
with the 100th listen. Lists and 
score aggregators (like Metacritic 
and Rotten Tomatoes) elevate that 
which miraculously unites listeners 

above the clutter that character-
izes our over-saturated generation. 
Similarly, over-arching narratives 
put it all in context, allowing us to 
pinpoint exactly what was special 
about any given year.

With that in mind, I declare 2013 
the Year of  the Establishment. 
I don’t mean that in a business 
sense. Streaming services and 
file-sharing sites continue to reduce 
the influence of the major label 
and physical media to the point of  
panic. Album sales are lower than 
ever, and it seems labels simply 
don’t know what to do about it. 
No, when I say this is the Year of  
the Establishment, I’m referring 
to the artists themselves, the ones 
who have proven themselves to be 
among the greatest of  the past 20 
years, the ones we were expect-
ing great things from when they 
announced new releases.

Yes, there were scores of  new 
faces (Rhye, Chance the Rapper, 
Autre Ne Veut, A$AP Ferg, 
Kelela and many, many more) 
that made me excited about the 
future, but what struck me most 
was the number of rapturously 
received comeback albums from 
artists we weren’t sure we’d hear 
from again (My Bloody Valentine, 
Boards of Canada, David Bowie, 
Dismemberment Plan, Nine 
Inch Nails, Justin Timberlake, 
Mazzy Star) and industry veterans 
burdened with enormous expecta-
tions (Drake, Kanye West, The 
National, Arcade Fire, Deerhunter, 
Daft Punk). Now, some of these 
albums were overrated—cough, 
Daft Punk, cough—but many of  

them managed to meet, or at least 
approach, our unreasonably high 
hopes.

It began with perhaps the least 
likely comeback candidate in 
recent memory, the ever-elusive 
My Bloody Valentine. Twenty-
two years ago, MBV mastermind 
Kevin Shields released “Loveless,” 
a modern classic whose legend has 
grown exponentially in the years 
since. A follow-up was rumored for 
the next two decades, with Shields 
periodically asserting it was nearly 
finished. But time and again, he 
was wrong. The album eventually 
became a running joke amongst 
fans, many of whom believed it 
would never see the light of  day. 

Last November, Shields prom-
ised he would release an album by 
the end of the year. Yet once again, 
December passed and we still had 
no proof of  the record’s existence. 
Shields had done it again, exas-
perating a perpetually frustrated 
fan base. Most of  January passed 
before Shields told fans on tour 
that indie rock’s holy grail would 
become a reality in just a few short 
days. Finally, on Feb. 2, it arrived. It 
was almost surreal. But then came 
one final question: would it be any 
good? Would the years of  pent-up 
anticipation all be for naught?

Thankfully, they weren’t. 
Though not as transcendently 
punishing as “Loveless,” “m b v” 
picked up where its predecessor left 
off. The textures were still thick as 
molasses; the guitars still coated 
in an army of effects pedals, the 
reverb still echoing into oblivion. 
Once again, we were reminded 

that no one does shoegaze quite 
like My Bloody Valentine. This 
was a minor miracle, kick-starting 
2013 in high fashion. Little did we 
know, it was merely the beginning 
of an astounding string of surprise 
returns.

Next came David Bowie, with 
Justin Timberlake following just 
a week later. Timberlake’s year 
was among the most fascinat-
ing of any artist, but not in the 
way he intended. Twelve years 
removed from his boy-band days, 
Timberlake has grown into a 
cultural icon by flaunting his stag-
gering versatility. Not only can 
he sing, dance and craft some of  
the sharpest singles of  the young 
millennium (with the help of pop 
auteur Timbaland), he can be 
funny. So funny, he almost single-
handedly kept “Saturday Night 
Live” relevant. It wasn’t fair. He 
was good at everything, and the 
world took notice. By the time he 
announced his return to music, 
anticipation had reached a fever 
pitch.

Though “The 20/20 Experience 
- 1 of  2” was generally well-
received, it left a lingering sense of  
disappointment. Yes, Timberlake 
could still write catchy vocal 
hooks, and Timbaland could still 
make synths sound as if  they were 
beamed directly from outer space, 
but the laser-sharp focus of their 
best songs had been dulled by their 
years apart. Each of Timberlake’s 
previous efforts (“Justified” (2002) 
and “FutureSex/LoveSounds” 
(2006)) had yielded a handful 
of  true showstoppers, songs that 

cut like knives through the pop 
landscape. Sure, “Mirrors” is 
about as good as an eight-minute 
extended simile can get, but will it 
feel as vital as “Cry Me a River” or 
“SexyBack” five years from now? 

By the time Timberlake-mania 
had begun to subside, he returned 
with his second full length of the 
year, “The 20/20 Experience - 2 
of  2.” While not nearly the stinker 
many have claimed it to be, it 
became clear there was no need to 
stretch “The 20/20 Experience” 
into two full albums. After months 
of relentless promotion, fatigue 
finally set in. What should have 
been a coronation of Timberlake 
as pop’s king became a lesson in 
tampering expectations.

The rest of  the year saw a 
number of other satisfying come-
backs—The Dismemberment 
Plan’s fizzy synth-funk, Nine Inch 
Nails’ pinpoint-precise industrial 
goth missiles and Mazzy Star’s 
slow-motion dream pop—but it 
was clear these artists were no 
longer at the heights of  the their 
powers. While it was nice to have 
some old favorites back, one 
couldn’t help but measure these 
new records against the master-
pieces they had produced in the 
past. Needless to say, former glories 
overshadowed even the best of  the 
comeback albums. If  anything, it 
made even clearer to whom this 
year belonged: our current crop of  
future legends.

MARK MATOUSEK
MUSIC EDITOR

The ‘Year of the Establishment’

FOR MORE OF THE 
YEAR IN REVIEW, VISIT 

STUDLIFE.COM
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WORD
ON THE STREET

The second annual 
Nearly Naked Run 
flooded the campus 
with scantily clad 
runners Sunday 
night despite a 
temperature of 26 
degrees Fahrenheit 
and icy paths. A 
dusting of snow 
capped off the run of 
just more than a mile, 
which started at the 
Danforth University 
Center and passed 
by Upper Row and 
through Brookings 
Quadrangle. 
Runners then 
returned to Tisch 
Commons, where 
they celebrated with 
hot chocolate and a 
mechanical bull. The 
run was hosted by 
Mr. Wash U, with all 
proceeds benefiting 
City Faces. 
Here, some students 
share how they felt 
after completing the 
run.

If  you asked current 
Washington University 
students about their 
future plans, most would 
say that they hoped for a 
stable job after gradua-
tion. Wash. U. alumnus 
Marshall Mayer instead 
sought adventure.

A history major with 
a minor in Chinese, 
Marshall graduated from 
Wash. U. in 2009 with 
a great desire to work 
abroad. Mayer was a 
member of  Alpha Kappa 
Psi business fraternity 
and had an interest in 
business, so international 
business seemed like a 
natural fit for him. When 
he was offered a job in 
Asia, he took it without 
hesitation. But things did 
not work out as he had 
initially planned.

“The offer was 

withdrawn for no reason,” 
Mayer said. “But I said, 
‘Screw it—I’ll come out 
here with nothing to do.’” 
Mayer was able to find 
a job and since then has 
continued to travel from 
country to country, seek-
ing even temporary work. 

“I’ve been traveling solo 
on and off  for five years 
and live out of  a back-
pack,” Mayer explained. 
He estimates that he 
has been to about 45-50 
countries in total. This 
past summer, he worked 
in Ukraine, his favorite 
workplace to date, where 
he worked 12-hour shifts 
for 15 euros an hour in 
a hostel during the 2013 
Eurocup. 

“I did everything from 
concierge services to 
preparing meals to chang-
ing beds and booking 
reservations,” Mayer said.  
He has also spent time 
working in countries such 

as Georgia, Turkey and 
Mongolia.  

Mayer found a posi-
tion with Young Pioneer 
Tours, a for-profit com-
pany that does tours to 
generally inaccessible 
areas, with the bulk of  
its tours taking place in 
North Korea. “Working 
with the company is 
somewhat serendipitous,” 
Mayer admitted. “The 
second floor of  the apart-
ment [where I was living] 
was being rented out by 
the company as a sort of  
home for the employees.” 

Through this housing 
arrangement, Mayer met 
those who worked there 
and gained an under-
standing of  the work 
the company does. “The 
company was looking 
for someone to head out 
the program, and things 
just sort of  arose,” Mayer 
said.

Mayer’s next project 

with Young Pioneer Tours 
will be to lead a relief  
effort for the recent disas-
ters in the Philippines. 
Mayer knew a few friends 
living in the Philippines, 
and together they deter-
mined that relief  aid 
would be the biggest 
help. Young Pioneers will 
head to the Philippines 
and focus on rebuilding 
five schools that were 
destroyed in the town of  
Bantayan.

“Our company is the 
only company at all 
that is doing any sort of  
flexible volunteering for 
people who are in the 
area or who just want to 
help out,” Mayer said. 
“We don’t charge people 
for volunteering. We 
ask them to maybe raise 
money beforehand if  they 
can, but if  not, it’s no 
problem.”

The first members of  
the company left for the 

Philippines on Dec. 1. 
They will continue their 
efforts to raise money and 
organize people and have 
already secured 10 electric 
solar lighting systems to 
install in the schools. The 
company is also trying to 
secure power tools from 
companies to help with 
the construction. 

“Now we’re doing 
indiegogo crowd fund-
ing,’” Mayer said. “[That 
means] pleas to friends 
and family asking for 
donations.”

Though he has never 
traveled to the Philippines 
before, Mayer has faith 
that the trip will be a suc-
cessful one. 

“The goal is essentially 
getting the word out 
about our relief  effort,” 
he said. “It is an incred-
ibly unique opportunity. 
Our company has noth-
ing to do with charity or 
anything else and is the 

only company that lets 
volunteers come when-
ever they want for free. 
I don’t know any other 
company that wants to 
do the same.” Young 
Pioneer Tours has eight 
different tours that will be 
in the Philippines at the 
same time and already 
has 75 volunteers outside 
of  the company who 
have requested to join its 
efforts.  

“If  anyone wants 
to spend their winter 
vacation down in the 
Philippines, let us know,” 
Mayer added. 

Where in the world is Marshall Mayer?

COURTESY OF MARSHALL MAYER
Washingon University alumnus Marshall Mayer has been traveling the world doing assorted jobs since graduation. Pictured is one of four schools he and Young Pioneer Tours are working to rebuild.

CLAUDIA VAUGHAN
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR

Alex Lundberg
junior

“I’m glad I did it for a good cause and am pretty 
relieved to be out of the cold.”

Bryce Caster
senior

“I feel pretty cold right now.”

Ryan Sasse
senior
 
“...It’s just been a really incredible experience being 
able to participate in such a wonderful organization and 
benefit a cause as incredibly inspiring as City Faces.”

Paulina Gallagher
freshman

“I feel exhilarated.”

Andrew Schmitt
freshman

“I feel lovely.”

Jon Okenfuss
sophomore

“It was nice out. It was warmer than I expected, 
so it was good. I can almost feel my toes.”

Sophie Huang
sophomore

“I feel good—a little bit cold, but happy.”

James Fitzhugh
sophomore

“I feel great. It’s just like being home—I’m from 
Vermont, so it’s like a normal run outside.”

Lexi Churchill
junior

“I feel alive and accomplished.”
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December 9
Business / Technology Summer 
Internship
Birthright Israel Excel

Financial Planning Associate
Palisades Hudson Financial Group

Logistics Analyst
Hub Group

December 10
Anheuser-Busch Technology 
Development Program
Anheuser-Busch InBev

Communications Coordinator Co-op
Monsanto Company

Community Coordinator
T-REX

Investment Management Summer  
Analyst
Morgan Stanley

December 11
Mechanical Research & Development 
Engineers + Others
Mainstream Engineering

Accounting Intern
TSI Engineering, Inc.

December 12
Architecture Blogger + Others
Global Site Plans

Communications Intern
Parents As Teachers

Consultant
Compton & Wendler, P.C.

Entry Level Water / Wastewater  
Engineers
ARCADIS

December 13
Design Spring Internship
Fleishman-Hillard

Economist
Oxford Economics

Software Developer 
Quantitative Risk Management, Inc.

December 14
Events Intern
Creative Producers Group

Business Development Intern
Course Hero, Inc.

Information & Technology Analyst
Eli Lilly and Company

December 15
Artisan Rotational Training Program
Artisan Partners Limited Partnership

Graphic Designer 
Before + Again

Public Policy Internships
American Enterprise Institute for Public 
Policy Research (AEI)

Recently Posted Opportunities
2014 Teach For America Corps Member
Teach For America

Digital and Photo / Video Editor Intern
Sporting News Media

Enterprise Risk Management Intern 
Scottrade, Inc.

Entry Level Mechanical Engineer
Electro Motion Refrigeration (EMR)

Social Media and Marketing Internship
TheCelebrityCafe.com

Art Gallery Intern
Bruno David Gallery

Smithsonian Development Internship 
+ Others
Smithsonian Institution

Featured Upcoming Job & Internship Deadlines

FROM PASSION SPRINGS PURPOSE
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HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
the grid above it, 
writing each unique 
letter only once. The 
correct solution will 
spell the complete 
phrase along a 
single continuous spelling path 
that moves horizontally, vertically 
and diagonally. Fill the grid from 
square to square - revisiting letters 
as needed to complete the spelling 
path in order. Each letter will appear 
only once in the grid. 

© 2013 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  visit www.Pathem.com

topic: Hors d'oeuvre®

12/9/13

HOW TO PLAY: 
Spell the phrase in 
the grid above it, 
writing each unique 
letter only once. The 
correct solution will 
spell the complete 
phrase along a 
single continuous spelling path 
that moves horizontally, vertically 
and diagonally. Fill the grid from 
square to square - revisiting letters 
as needed to complete the spelling 
path in order. Each letter will appear 
only once in the grid. 

© 2013 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  visit www.Pathem.com

topic: Hors d'oeuvre®

Pathem   Puzzle Solution

©2013 Thinking Machine, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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FROM PASSION SPRINGS PURPOSE

My goal... using mathematics to improve productivity.

I interned with OpenDNS, 
a company that secures the 
networks used by more than 
40 million people to connect 
to the Internet.

Andrew’s advice: “Network no matter where you are. 
Wash. U. alumni are especially a great place to start.”

This Week’s Opportunities             Events
Morgan Stanley

Fleishman-Hillard

Global Site Plans

Anheuser-Busch   
InBev

TSI Engineering, Inc.

T-REX

Creative Producers 
Group 

Oxford Economics 

DEC 11
Engineering Speed Resume Review

DEC 13
Lunch with a Pro:  
Studio Gang Architects

JAN 8
D.C. SLAM

New York Winter Party

Taking a helicopter ride over the 
Northern California cityscape

When I’m not in the classroom, I’m working 
with other WU Tech Enrepreneurs as 
president of the student organization.

Enjoying the Bay Area in front of 
the Golden Gate Bridge

Getting to know myself...
In high school, I considered 
myself a “math kid.” Here 
at Wash. U., I decided to 
get involved with systems 
engineering because I found 
out it’s mostly about applying 
mathematics to the real 
world. Now I get to use my 
mathematics expertise to play 
with hardware, software, and 
data processing both inside 
and outside of the classroom.

Bringing my story to life...
I had spent a good month 
interviewing with a company 
with which I had high hopes 
in getting an offer - after 
several rounds of interviews 
I was turned down. With 
OpenDNS, I took a more 
informal approach. I met 
with the founder and CEO 
when he visited campus for 
an alumni weekend. We had 
gotten dinner to talk more 
about the company, which 
definitely helped when it 
came time to applying.

My experience take away... 
After comparing my previous 
summer internship in 
software development with 
this summer’s data-intensive 
internship, I discovered 
that I’d like a job with a 
little more emphasis on 
mathematics and less on 
software development. 
Lately, I’ve been looking at 
computational finance. I look 
forward to testing out that 
option this fall as a part-time 
analyst with a venture capital 
firm in St. Louis.

 
Andrew Hess
2014 | Systems Engineering & 
Electrical Engineering

For more information visit careercenter.wustl.edu
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