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A new initiative by the Office 
of  Student Conduct looks to 
bring academic integrity to the 
spotlight.

For the first time, new students 
entering Washington University 
are required to watch a video 
and complete a short quiz 
regarding the school’s academic 
integrity policy before freshman 
orientation.

“We have been working on 
various ways to proactively 
educate the student population 
about academic integrity issues,” 
Director of  Judicial Programs 
Tamara King said. “We just 
wanted to do something a little 
more comprehensive, use a little 
technology so it isn’t somebody 
standing in front of  a classroom 
lecturing.”

Dirk Killen, associate dean in 
the College of  Arts & Sciences, 
said the University wanted to 
introduce a streamlined sys-
tem for students to learn about 
academic integrity during the 
summer after matriculating.

“Academic integrity is the 

core value of  any university; 
it is the pillar upon which the 
whole thing rests. It seemed like 
we ought to get that out front,” 
Killen said.

The video, which was about 
10 minutes long, featured vari-
ous campus administrators, 
faculty and students discussing 
the importance of  academic 
integrity. Also featured were 
segments about avoiding com-
promising situations through 
time management and asking 
professors for help.

Following the video was a quiz 
about 10 questions long, which 
students were given one hour to 
complete. Each student retook 
the quiz until they answered 
each question correctly.

New students were sent a 
letter in July detailing the impor-
tance of  academic integrity at 
the University, as well as instruc-
tions on how to access the video 
and the quiz. Students were 
expected to view the video and 
complete the quiz by Aug. 15.

As of  Tuesday, Killen 
said about 200 students had 

A female walking on Forsyth 
Boulevard was robbed of  her 
cell phone at approximately 
1:50 p.m. Tuesday.

According to the St. Louis 
Metro Police Department, 
the robbery took place on the 
sidewalk outside the Forsyth 
School. The victim was not 
associated with Washington 
University.

The victim was not harmed, 
and no weapon was used.

“We typically haven’t had 
much [crime] reported in that 
area; hopefully this is sort of  an 
isolated incident,” Washington 
University Police Department 
Chief  Don Strom said.

According to a crime advi-
sory sent out to the University 
community, the victim was 
approached from behind by 
a male on the 6200 block of  
Forsyth and asked to hand over 
her cell phone. As the victim 
turned to face the assailant, he 
grabbed the phone from her 
hand and ran east into Forest 
Park.

“We responded, and we’ll 
assist St. Louis police in search-
ing for a possible suspect. We 
also have increased our patrols 
in that area as well,” Strom said.

The assailant was described 
as a black male in his early 
20s, standing at about 6 feet 
in height and weighing about 
190 pounds. He was wearing a 
black-and-red baseball cap, a 
white athletic shirt with black 
sleeves and black jeans.

Additional reporting by Leah 
Kucera and Michael Tabb.

Cell phone 
stolen at 
Forsyth  
and Skinker
SAHIL PATEL
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Video, quiz now part 
of academic integrity 
curriculum
SAHIL PATEL
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

SEE INTEGRITY, PAGE 3

Dealing with university expan-
sion, financial aid and program 
termination, the Washington 
University admissions office over-
came many hurdles to create the 
talented and dedicated class of  
2017.  

The University’s newest class 
represents a worldly group, 
coming from 49 states and 19 
different countries. Director of  
Admissions Julie Shimabukuro 
noted the absence of  Wyoming 
but mentioned that more than 
65 percent of  incoming fresh-
men will be traveling from more 
than 500 miles away to attend the 
school. The class is comprised of  
about 1,600 students, just higher 
than the administration’s goal 
size for this year. The acceptance 
rate decreased to slightly less than 
16 percent, but Shimabukuro said 
that the Office of  Undergraduate 
Admissions admits as many stu-
dents as it can.

 The applicants continue 
to impress the admissions staff  
with not only their dedication 
in the classroom but also their 
outside interests. The director 
pointed out that it isn’t necessary 
for a high school student to be a 
“jack of  all trades,” but commit-
ment to specific interests and to 
community service truly stand 
out.

Many of  these students applied 
to several top-tier schools, most 
of  which required additional 
application essays. Some students 
wonder how a university of  this 

caliber still lacks a supplemental 
essay section on the Common 
Application, but Shimabukuro 
had a simple response to put such 
questions to rest. She realizes 
that the basic application process 
can be extremely daunting, and 
there are several merit scholar 
applications that request essay 
components as well. With both 
applications due around the same 
time, she believes that it would be 
an unnecessary additional strain 
on applicants to write another 
essay for the main Washington 
University application.

“Overall, we want students 
who are academically talented, 
those students that really have 
that intellectual curiosity, that 
will come in ready to challenge 
each other, challenge the fac-
ulty at the University and make 
it a vibrant place for learning,” 
Shimabukuro said. “That is 
something that we’re always 
looking for when we’re shaping 
and reading applications: what 
stands out about each individual 
student, where their strengths lie, 
how they will fit into our commu-
nity, how they will develop and 
grow.”

The University is making 
efforts to build more accommo-
dations for larger classes with 
several construction projects, 
including the new housing on the 
Delmar Loop. The pace of  the 
change will not affect the housing 
and faculty support for students. 
Shimabukuro believes that the 
increase in student population 

University 
expansion leads 
to changes in 
admissions
EMILY SCHIENVAR
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER
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President Barack Obama spoke at the University of Central Missouri in Warrensburg, Mo., on July 24. He addressed 
such issues as mounting costs for higher education and the importance of making college education more affordable. 

MATT MITGANG | STUDENT LIFE

WASH. U. CLASS OF 2017 
BY THE NUMBERS

50%
male

SPLIT
gender

50%
female

applicants
30,000

16%
admitted

5.4%
enrolled freshman

65% are coming from more 
than 500 miles away

*DATA COURTESY OF JULIE SHIMABUKURO
EMILY SYBRANT | STUDENT LIFE
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THURSDAY 22 
SUNNY
92 / 71

FRIDAY 23
MOSTLY SUNNY
88 / 67

SATURDAY 24
PARTLY CLOUDY
88 / 65

SUNDAY 25
PARTLY CLOUDY
89 / 67

August 14
Larceny— At 9:45 a.m., a student reported 
the theft of a book from his unattended 
backpack in Givens Hall. The loss is valued 
at $40.
Disposition: Pending

August 15
Damaged property—At 3:52 p.m., a 
parking lot control arm was damaged by a 
bicyclist.
Disposition: Pending

August 16
Robbery—At 1:50 p.m., a student had her 
cell phone taken by force in the 6200 block 
of Forsyth Blvd. No weapon was used, and 
the victim was not physically injured.
Disposition: Pending

THURSDAY 22
Convocation
Athletic Complex, Field House, 7:30 p.m.
Join students, faculty and administrators 
at this memorable event as Chancellor 
Mark S. Wrighton welcomes new students 
and families to the University. Speakers 
will include both a faculty member and a 
Washington University senior. Overflow 
seating will be available in the adjacent 
Recreation Gym.

FRIDAY 23
Club 40 Dance
South 40, Clocktower Plaza, 10 p.m.
Join new classmates for an outdoor dance 
party hosted by Congress of the South 
40, the largest programming body of the 
South 40. There will be a DJ and food. 
In case of rain, the event will be held in 
College Hall in the South 40 House.

Club Q
Mudd House, Mudd Multipurpose Room, 
10 p.m.
Want to find out about LGBT and 
ally resources on the Washington 
University campus in a relaxing and 
fun environment? Come to Club Q, an 
alternative to Club 40. Meet student 
leaders, the Coordinator for LGBT Student 
Involvement and Leadership, listen to 
music and mingle while getting questions 
answered about Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender and Ally (LGBTA) campus 
life. Refreshments and snacks will be 
provided.

SATURDAY 24
SUp All Night
Danforth University Center, 9:30 p.m.
Come explore the amazing Danforth 
University Center. Enjoy some delicious 
food, take some dance lessons or get a 
caricature drawn. Have fun and make 
some memories with new friends. Brought 
to you by Student Union.

SUNDAY 25
Explore the Loop
Delmar Loop, 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Take the trolley from the Clocktower or 
just walk north of campus via the overpass 
to enjoy the Loop, a stretch of Delmar 
Boulevard that is full of restaurants and 
shops. Vendors will welcome new students 
with discounts, raffles, giveaways and other 
promotions. Trolleys will be running back 
and forth throughout the event.

EVENT
CALENDAR

POLICE
BEAT

“Basically, I tell 
people I work in 
a castle, my boss 
runs the school, so 
that makes 
me Mrs. 
McGonagall.”
- Holden Thorp, 
Washington 
University Provost 
and former 
Chancellor of 
the University of 
North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill

theflipside

MUSIC
ENSEMBLE
AUDITIONS

Concert & Chamber Choirs

Chamber String Ensembles

Symphony Orchestra 

Wind Ensemble

Jazz Combos

Flute Choir

Jazz Band

http://music.wustl.edu/audition-dates-and-times

starting  
AUG 26th

While its campus-wide release may 
come several weeks later than anticipated, 
Washington University officials are con-
fident that a new campus safety app will 
keep students and staff  better informed 
and prepared for emergencies.

The Washington University Police 
Department hoped the app would be 
available for students at the beginning of  
the semester. But the University’s process 
for approving new mobile apps takes four-
six weeks on top of  the time it takes to 
develop the app and troubleshoot issues.

When ultimately released, the app, 
which developers say will enter beta 
testing within about a week, will offer stu-
dents, faculty and staff  a convenient and 
streamlined way to access campus safety 
tips, find emergency numbers and receive 
campus crime alerts.

It will not replace the currently existing 
WUSTLAlerts system, though there may 
be some overlap in functions.

“It’s got a lot of  different utilities, and 
it’s one of  those things we envision as the 
baseline building block, and once we get 
it out, we can build upon it to add some 
additional utility,” WUPD Chief  Don 
Strom said. “It’s been a lot of  people 
working on this behind the scenes for a 
long time.”

To create the app, WUPD has been 
working with Campus Sentinel, a busi-
ness launched earlier this year that has 
developed campus safety apps for schools 
ranging from Washington University 
in St. Louis to Swarthmore College 
in Pennsylvania and the University of  
Vermont.

Because the company is relatively new, 
Campus Sentinel isn’t sure exactly what 
the market is for such apps, but Gary 
Margolis, the company’s founder and 
co-president, said colleges are the per-
fect locations for the technology because 
they are so well-connected. He hopes that 
the application will allow campus police 
departments to distribute information 
more easily.

“There’s a lot of  information that 
public safety [officials] at colleges and 
universities want to share,” Margolis told 
Student Life.  “Sometimes the barrier to 
access is ease of  access.”

When the app is finally released in the 
App Store and Google Play, it will join 
a half-dozen University apps including 
the WUSTL Dining app and the WUSTL 
Circulator app, which a senior computer 
science major developed in the spring of  
2013.

Later this semester, Student Technology 
Services intends to release a unified 
mobile app that will integrate several 
apps currently available in addition to 
University news and a campus events 
calendar.

John Bailey, assistant director of  
STS, said apps are valuable both to the 
University community they are geared at 
and to student developers who are able 
to gain marketable coding experience. 
He said the University’s unified mobile 
app will use a framework specifically 
chosen to avoid inhibiting future student 
programmers.

“We want to make sure that there are 
still processes that students can continue 
to come out with new apps,” Bailey said. 
“I do expect that there will continue to be 
new ideas.”

Wash. U. campus 
safety app nears beta 
launch but misses 
move-in deadline
MICHAEL TABB
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR



Beginning this fall, Student 
Life will expand from the news-
stands to the nightstands.

The program, piloted last 

April, will bring copies of  the 
newspaper to front doors in 
Washington University residen-
tial spaces starting Thursday, 
Sept. 5.

The new system “will get the 
paper in the hands of  students 

and better serve their needs,” 
Ray Bush, general manager of  
Student Life, said.

The goal is to have the 
newspapers delivered before 
students would leave for morn-
ing classes.

Initially, the direct delivery 
system was implemented in 
Park and Mudd Houses on the 
South 40, as well as in Village 
East on the North Side. 

Response from the students 
involved in the pilot program 

has been primarily positive. 
“I thought it was great; I’m 

usually rushing for class so I 
don’t have much time to pick 
up the paper normally,” senior 
Carly Waldman, a resident of  
Village East last semester, said.
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shouldn’t change the spirit of  the 
University, citing that it hasn’t 
changed much since she attended 
the University despite the much 
larger numbers in the undergrad-
uate population today.

While the University plans to 
increase the size of  each fresh-
man class incrementally, there are 
limits. Shimabukuro noted that 
the University is need-conscious.

“We want to do our best to 
admit the best and the brightest 
students to the University, and 

throughout the admissions pro-
cess, we’re not looking at all of  
this financial information and 
basing our decisions upon that,” 
Shimabukuro said. “But in the 
end, when we’re really shap-
ing the final class, you know the 
University is committed to mak-
ing it possible for every admitted 
student to attend, and we don’t 
want money to stand in the 
way of  a student making that 
decision.”

At some point during the 

admissions process, financial 
assistance budgets are considered 
in order to ensure the University’s 
ability to give enough aid to any 
admitted student. Because of  
financial constraints, the former 
tradition known as the January 
Program meets its end this year. 
In years past, additional students 
would join the freshman class 
in January when housing spaces 
opened up after students study-
ing abroad left. These students, 
commonly referred to as J-Progs, 

often studied abroad or took on 
internships before starting their 
collegiate studies. Shimabukuro 
stated that the main cause of  the 
program’s termination was not a 
logistical difficulty but a problem 
with the University’s expansion 
plan. The termination of  the 
January Program should not have 
any effect on the admission rates 
for future freshman classes.

“We would love the students 
that would come in the spring, 
too, and for us it was a way that 

we could bring in more great stu-
dents into our community, and 
it’s always hard when you have 
to limit,” Shimabukuro said. 
“But now we’re looking at, down 
the road, incrementally increas-
ing the size of  each freshman 
class; there isn’t as much space 
for them in the spring. So slowly 
with the January Program, we 
just decided that we would end 
it and continue to move forward, 
specifically focusing on the fresh-
man class.”

ADMISSIONS FROM PAGE 1

As of  Tuesday, Killen 
said about 200 students had 
yet to complete the quiz on 
Blackboard, and he indicated 
that academic integrity officers 
in each undergraduate school 
would be in touch with those 
students in the next few days 
about completing it.

Freshman Vikram Biswas 
has neither watched the video 
nor completed the quiz, and he 
implied that the video wasn’t a 
major talking point for the fresh-
men he had interacted with.

“We had just been talking 
about the big things like mov-
ing in or getting adjusted or 

placement tests,” Biswas said. “I 
guess I [also] wasn’t keeping up 
with my email as much during 
summer since I wasn’t here yet, 
but I started that now.”

Other freshmen did not watch 
the video but were able to com-
plete the quiz without it.

“I thought it was mostly com-
mon sense for the most part. 
There were a couple questions 
I missed, but those were sim-
ple mistakes,” freshman Mark 
Orland said. “Overall, it was 
pretty easy.”

Students will also participate 
in a discussion of  the Academic 
Integrity Policy and the video in 

a meeting with their academic 
advisor, dean or faculty advi-
sor in the first couple weeks of  
school.

Students found in violation of  
the Academic Integrity Policy 
can receive sanctions ranging 
from a formal written reprimand 
to suspension or expulsion from 
the University. All students 
charged with an academic integ-
rity violation are entitled to a 
hearing to discuss charges or 
sanctions.

Reaction to the new program 
has been generally positive, 
according to both Killen and 
King. Killen said that a focus 

group of  upperclassmen over the 
summer praised the video for its 
positive tone. 

“It seemed really rehearsed, 
but it was nice. I think it got 
down the policy, so it was use-
ful,” freshman Anabel Medrano 
said. “I would have liked to see 
more professors in it.”

“I thought it covered the basic 
things—common knowledge but 
definitely important tips going 
forward in college life because 
you don’t want to cross any lim-
its,” freshman Isabella Neuberg 
said. “Sometimes it can be kind 
of  like a gray area, so it was 
good to go over that.”

Both King and Killen were 
optimistic about the message 
the video was sharing and its 
effectiveness.

 “I hope we were successful 
with a film with a positive note: 
‘this is why it’s important’ as 
opposed to just ‘don’t do this or 
don’t do that.’” Killen said. “We 
know students are outstanding; 
Wash. U. students are as good as 
any, and they come in and may 
not have learned about this par-
ticular thing depending on their 
high school background. It’s 
always going to be a different set 
of  expectations when you come 
to college.”

INTEGRITY FROM PAGE 1

Student Life to implement direct newspaper delivery system
LEAH KUCERA
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Student Life will deliver newspapers to the doorsteps of each living space in Residential Life houses beginning Sept. 5. The new delivery system is designed to give students easier acess to the news.

RAHEE NERURKAR | STUDENT LIFE
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A
fter countless days of  
shopping trips, parents 
will deliver their chil-
dren to college for the 

first time. Some families have made 
a road trip of the trip to campus, 
others have flown.

Over the years, I have partici-
pated in many move-in days. I have 
observed numerous tender moments 
as parents bid farewell to their chil-
dren after spending most of the day 
schlepping and unpacking. I have 
also seen an occasional awkward 
moment, as parents or students 
grapple with the realization of their 
shifting roles, dynamics that they are 
unready or unwilling to recognize.

Fret not, parents. There is good 
news.

In their recent book “Generation 
on a Tightrope: A Portrait of  
Today’s College Student” (Jossey-
Bass, 2012), Arthur Levine and 
Diane R. Dean write that college 
students see their parents as heroes.

“When asked to name their 
heroes, [undergraduates] didn’t cite 
celebrities or corporate, govern-
ment, or social leaders. Less than 1 
percent named people like Barack 
Obama, Martin Luther King Jr., the 
Dalai Lama, Ronald Reagan, Rosa 
Parks, Al Gore, Abraham Lincoln, 
Margaret Thatcher, their teachers, 
or their professors. They dismissed 
cultural heroes,” they write.

“Instead, a majority (54 percent) 
of undergraduates with heroes 
named their parents. In total, two-
thirds (66 percent) cited a family 
member.”

The high regard that college 
students have for their parents has 
increased dramatically over the past 
20 years. When a similar study was 
administered in 1993, about the 
same proportion of students admit-
ted to having heroes, yet only 29 
percent of them cited their parents. 
In the more recent study, the propor-
tion nearly doubles. 

There are many reasons for 
this shift. Simplest is an increase 
in technologies that allow parents 
to be a phone call or text message 
away. Indeed, 41 percent of students 

admit to communicating with their 
parents once a day.

This shift may also correlate to a 
broader cultural dynamic. We live in 
an age where matters that were once 
held secret are no longer hidden. 
Perhaps, when the sordid actions 
of some of our political leaders and 
sports stars confront us with their 
fallibility, we react with cynicism 
and devalue their perceived hero-
ism. Who knows, it is possible that 
this increases the regard that young 
people have for their own parents!

Through my many interactions 
with Washington University stu-
dents, it has become clear that many 
students truly adore, respect and 
idolize their parents. Your values, 
your experiences and, yes, even your 
occasional cringe-worthy humor, 
all provide a safe center around 
which your young adult orbits. You 
are their sense of balance and their 
strength, even if they may seem to 
chafe at your presence.

College is when children attempt 
to define themselves as emerging 
adults. Just as they are maturing, 
your relationships with your chil-
dren will inevitably shift as well. The 
core values and beliefs you instilled 
in them do not disappear in college. 
Quite the contrary, we often find 
students coming to Chabad for a 
Friday night Shabbat dinner or Rosh 
Hashanah services, as that is what 
their family did back at home. Many 
others choose to attend as well, 
because they know it will make their 
parents — their heroes — proud.

As you depart campus on that 
quieter journey home, having deliv-
ered your child to student housing, 
rest assured that you have left them 
with more than extra-long twin 
sheets: You have left your children 
with core values, for them to appre-
ciate, grow into and guide them for 
the rest of their lives.

Rabbi Hersh Novack is beginning 
his 12th year serving as director and 
campus rabbi with Chabad on Campus 
– Rohr Center for Jewish Life serving 
Washington University. Chabad will 
host a parent reception on Saturday 
evening, August 24, at 8:30 pm, at the 
Barry H. Levites Chabad House, 7018 
Forsyth Blvd.

O
n March 29, the Pegasus 
oil pipeline, owned by 
ExxonMobil, ruptured 
in an upscale suburb of  

Little Rock, Ark. While the 5,000 to 
7,000 barrel oil spill is dwarfed by the 
Deepwater Horizon spill from just 
a few years ago, it nonetheless raises 
serious questions about the safety of  
the large network of pipelines that 
crisscross the United States. This is 
especially in light of the particularly 
hazardous nature of the diluted 
bitumen oil—which is refined from 
tar sands found at the Athabasca 
Oil Flats in Alberta, Canada—that 
traveled through the Pegasus pipeline 
and will travel through the proposed 
Keystone XL pipeline.

Thus far, Arkansas has been 
lucky—no significant amount of oil 
has been found either in the nearby 
Lake Conway or in Lake Maumelle, 
which is a main source of drink-
ing water for Little Rock. Exxon 
has certainly not helped its cause, 
however: it recently announced that 
it will discontinue temporary housing 
assistance to the families that lived in 

the 22 homes that had to be evacuated 
as a result of the spill.

The recent business practices by oil 
companies with regard to oil spills, in 
addition to the particularly hazardous 
materials being carried in the newly 
proposed Keystone XL pipeline, 
should raise serious concerns. Over 
the last 10 years, an estimated 3.5 mil-
lion gallons, or about 83,000 barrels 
of oil, were spilled from oil pipelines 
each year. The kind of oil carried in 
the Pegasus pipeline and the proposed 
Keystone XL pipeline contains 
additives that evaporate and then con-
taminate the air.  The diluted bitumen 
oil not only pollutes the groundwater, 
but also has the tendency to sink to 
the bottom of large bodies of water, 
making it very difficult to clean up. 

To make matters even worse, the 
proposed Keystone XL pipeline 
would not only be about six times 
bigger than the Pegasus pipeline, 
delivering almost 600,000 barrels a 
day to Gulf refineries, but it would 
also pass through the Ogallala 
Aquifer. It is the largest aquifer in the 
United States, the source of drinking 
water for more than 2 million people 
and the main water source for many 
Midwestern farmers.

Beyond the potential risk of even 
the best-maintained pipelines spilling 
the oil they transport, modern oil 
companies, no doubt buoyed by their 
massive profits and recent American 
deregulation, have shown a serious 
disregard for the potential environ-
mental impact that their mining and 
transportation operations can cause. 

It is also worth remembering the 
Deepwater Horizon tragedy that, in 
addition to killing a large portion of  
the drilling team, led to the second-
largest accidental oil spill in history 
and the largest accidental spill in more 
than 80 years. Increasingly, oil pipe-
line transportation, particularly of oil 
sands-derived bitumen, seems to be 
a terrible game of chance with each 
spill having the potential to affect hun-
dreds of thousands, if not millions, of  
people. Thus far, we have largely been 
lucky—or at least ignorant of any 
such occurrences. The completion of  
the Keystone XL pipeline, however, 
would lead to a significant increase in 
the probability of a pipeline spill and a 
massive increase in its potential dam-
age, in the process making large areas 
uninhabitable and unusable, both 
directly and through contamination 
of the water supply. 
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Re-prioritizing socioeconomic diversity

Parents are the heroes of 
their college-aged children
RABBI HERSHEY NOVACK
DIR. OF CHABAD

One slick business deal
ALEX BERNSTEIN
STAFF COLUMNIST

OP-ED SUBMISSION

ANDREW CATANESE | STUDENT LIFE

O
n July 30, the New 
York Times published 
an article about a 
lack of  effort by elite 

colleges in recruiting poorer stu-
dents. Washington University was 
specifically cited as having a low 
number of  students receiving Pell 
Grants (need-based scholarships 
for undergraduate and post-bac-
calaureate students with a family 
income below a certain threshold) 
compared to peer institutions with 
similar resources and endowment 
sizes. According to the New York 
Times, in the 2010-2011 aca-
demic year, colleges like Emory 
University and Amherst and 
Vassar Colleges supported 22 per-
cent of  their student bodies with 
Pell Grants. At Wash. U., that 
figure was less than 10 percent.

Although Vice Chancellor for 
Admissions John Berg explained 
that disadvantaged students who 

are offered Pell Grants from 
Wash. U. as well as from other 
elite colleges with better name 
recognition tend to choose one 
of  the latter, Wash. U.’s need-
conscious admission policy—by 
which Wash. U. can theoretically 
reject applicants unable to pay the 
sticker price—inherently impedes 
the University’s path to achieving 
any meaningful level of  socioeco-
nomic diversity.

Based on Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton’s words at the most 
recent Tuition and Financial Aid 
Forum, the University has no plan 
to go need-blind anytime soon, 
with the University currently 
focusing its resources on “quality” 
and general “diversity.” However, 
among the top 20 colleges in 
the U.S. per US News & World 
Report, Wash. U. is the only one 
that does not follow a need-blind 
admissions model.

The New York Times article 
is not the only time Wash. U.’s 
disregard for socioeconomic 
diversity has been discussed in a 
national publication. As recently 
as August 20, The Washington 
Post’s Wonkblog posted an 
editorial claiming Washington 
University’s focus on merit aid 
over need-based aid is a calculated 
tool to build prestige and climb in 
rankings.

Of  course, Wash. U. adminis-
trators don’t see things that way, 
at least not openly. In numer-
ous interviews, Director of  
Admissions Julie Shimabukuro 
has said that need-conscious 
admission decisions do not come 
into play until Wash. U. is split-
ting hairs on who to admit to fill 
its last few beds. But if  the Office 
of  Undergraduate Admissions is 
not looking at financial informa-
tion when determining the vast 

majority of  its admission deci-
sions, why not just take one small 
step further and officially become 
need-blind?

By utilizing need-conscious 
admissions, Wash. U. risks scaring 
off  bright but disadvantaged stu-
dents who worry that, even if  they 
were admitted, they would not be 
able to afford a Wash. U. educa-
tion. If  fewer of  these students 
apply, it is no wonder that few are 
admitted. It’s no secret that Wash. 
U. is not known by many outside 
of  the “academic field” and that 
its name might be most popular 
among preparatory school college 
counselors. If  Wash. U. had a 
more socioeconomically diverse 
student body, it could help make 
Wash. U. more accessible to com-
munities that otherwise would not 
have heard of  it. 

The chancellor’s priority 
for diversity comes with the 

caveat that it must be affordable. 
Affordability is subjective. Almost 
every year, buildings are erected 
and torn down—from the recent 
expansions of  the business school 
and the Brown School to renova-
tions on the South 40 and the 
Athletic Complex. Wash. U. is 
fortunate to have a large enough 
endowment to make many large 
projects affordable.

Students may enjoy the recently 
renovated Bear’s Den with flat-
screen TV menus, but investing 
more money in disadvantaged 
students can help others gain new 
perspectives on life and enhance 
each student’s college experience. 
Switching to a need-blind admis-
sions policy would open the door 
for increased campus diversity. 
And although building a diverse 
student body is a slow process, 
someone has to knock over the 
first domino.
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New Doritos Locos Taco fails to set world on fire

Peanut butter and jelly. Wine 
and cheese. And now, Taco Bell 
and Doritos. The two food giants 
have come together in one of  the 
most powerful alliances since 
Sauron and Saruman joined forces 
in “The Lord of  the Rings: The 
Two Towers.” Following their 
successful launches of  Nacho 
Cheese and Cool Ranch tacos, 
Taco Bell and Doritos chose 
Fiery as their next crazy flavor of  
Doritos Locos Taco (DLT). Much 

like last time, the company used 
social media to promote the new 
taco flavor. Along with Instagram 
and Twitter, Taco Bell also used 
the relatively new app Vine as its 
primary platform of  promotion. 
Vines have become the most hit-
or-miss form of  social media, but 
Taco Bell has been on-point with 
its Fiery DLT Vines, once again 
enlisting Internet celebrities for 
help. 

Sadly, Taco Bell failed to live up 
to the hype it created around the 
taco. Maybe it’s because I’ve never 
had a Fiery Dorito or because 

the first two tacos surprised me 
with how tasty they were, but this 
was not worthy of  the Taco Bell 
name (and it’s not like Taco Bell 
is five-star cuisine to begin with). 
It wasn’t awful by any means, but 
it might just have been the worst 
thing I’ve ever eaten at a Taco Bell 
(which is not a scale anyone wants 
to be measured on). The shell 
was bright red and gave off  red 
dust that reminded me of  eating 
Hot Cheetos. Did I just give Taco 
Bell its next great idea—the Hot 
Cheetos shell? I would be first in 
line for that. Anyway, back to the 

taco in hand. The shell was just a 
tad tangy and spicy, but nothing 
that made me think Fiery. The 
meat filling was standard, with 
lettuce and cheese on top. One 
day I imagine Taco Bell will figure 
out a way for lettuce and cheese 
to actually stay inside the taco, but 
alas, that was not this day. 

The worst part of  the new 
Fiery DLT was that it was 
redundant. Taco Bell already 
carries a Volcano Taco, which is 
similar in taste but with a cooler 
name. And the Volcano Taco has 
a special sauce on it that adds 

depth to the meat flavor as well as 
some spice and texture. A quick 
Google search tells me that there 
are more than 20 different flavors 
of  Doritos. Taco Bell could have 
chosen a more original flavor for 
its newest taco shell rather than 
creating Volcano Taco redux. 
Imagine a Spicy Sweet Chili 
Doritos Locos Taco or maybe a 
Salsa Verde Doritos Locos Taco. 
Color this Taco Bell fan disap-
pointed; I expect mas from one 
of  the hippest fast food chains in 
America.

GEORGIE MORVIS
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR
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6623 Delmar Blvd. 
St. Louis, MO 63130
314.727.2402
See Corner 17 on Facebook

Corner 
17

If  your new semester resolution 
is to try out more great St. Louis 
restaurants, you don’t need to 
look any further than the Delmar 
Loop’s Aug. 1 addition, Corner 
17. Nestled between Starbucks 
and Qdoba, Corner 17 offers up 
a fresh new selection of  Chinese 
fare, focusing on staples like noodle 
dishes, barbecued skewers and 
fresh tea drinks.

Co-owner Guang Zhao says that 
soon after moving to St. Louis at 
15, it became her “dream to bring 
something authentic to the area 
here, not just buffet or sweet-
and-sour chicken.” Corner 17’s 
hand-pulled noodles and Chinese 

barbecued skewers certainly fill 
that void. These two types of  food 
might not be widely available in St. 
Louis, but in China, they are on 
just about every street corner.

For those unfamiliar with hand-
pulled n¬¬oodles, make sure to 
grab a seat facing the back of  the 
restaurant. As soon as you order 
your noodles, you’ll be able to 
watch the cook make them from 
behind a glassed-in corner next to 
the door for the kitchen. The cook-
ing style is not only fun to watch 
but also gives the noodles a special 
chewiness that makes hand-pulled 
noodles a favorite for many.

Half  of  the noodle dishes at 
Corner 17 come in soups and the 
other half  in sauce. I chose the 
beef  noodles in sauce ($8.99). The 

flavoring was average, but the tasti-
ness of  the noodles made up for 
the lack of  distinction on the sauce 
front. The portion I ordered was 
enough for two people, so splitting 
a meal to knock the price tag down 
would be a great option.

The skewers come in a variety of  
meats and veggies. The chicken giz-
zards and regular chicken skewers 
are the cheapest at $0.79, and the 
chicken backbone and mushrooms 
are the most expensive at $3.99. 
The prices on the latter two seemed 
to be outliers, but judging by the 
Chinese on the menu, it looks like 
these two are plates rather than 
single skewers.

For a beverage, I tried the Corner 
17 milk tea, which seems like a 
synonym for “original flavor” 

bubble tea as there was no other 
generic milk tea on the menu. For 
any tea drink, you can request 
either black or green tea, which is 
brewed fresh every day. One of  my 
dining companions also ordered 
the milk tea and remarked that he 
could “really taste the green tea in 
this.”

Corner 17’s focus on using its 
own brewed tea, fresh milk and 
fruit with only small amounts of  
powder puts its milk tea a step 
above the neighboring St. Louis 
Bubble Tea’s versions, not to men-
tion that the food is much tastier. 
Each milk tea costs $3.75, so by 
splitting a plate of  noodles, you 
can get a meal with a drink for less 
than $10.

When it comes to the boba, or 

tapioca balls, a key part of  the 
bubble tea composition, Corner 17 
is equally vigilant about freshness. 
It makes a set amount of  boba each 
day so that it never has any day-old 
boba. Aside from the milk teas, 
the menu also contains a variety 
of  other drinks such as fluffy ice, 
smoothies, slushes, fruit juices, fruit 
teas and two more curiously named 
beverages: sagos and WOW milks.

If  there’s one downside of  a 
meal at Corner 17, it’s the waiting 
time. Just in the first few weeks 
of  business, the restaurant is still 
looking for staff  members. For 
the near future at least, your meal 
might need to begin with a side 
of  patience. Nevertheless, Corner 
17 seems set to become a Loop 
favorite.

SOPHIA FOX-DICTHER
SCENE WRITER



Semester Online is the first-of-its-kind program offering 
rigorous online courses for credit from prestigious colleges 
and universities, including WUSTL.

ONLINE COURSES: 

Washington University in St. Louis is proud 
to be one of the founding institutions of 
the Semester Online consortium.  

TOP SCHOOLS

EXTRAORDINARY 
EDUCATORS

LIVE CLASSES

FOR CREDIT

ONLINE

Apply online at  
SemesterOnline.org

WUSTL STUDENTS APPLY NOW 

How to Rule the World 

Vietnam: America’s War  
at Home and Abroad  

Baseball and American Culture  

Drugs and Behavior  

History of Religions in America  

Integrated Marketing Communications 

Financial Accounting and Reporting  

Leading and Managing:  
An Introduction to Organizational 
Behavior  

Shakespeare and Film  

The Rise of Christianity 

Environmental and Energy Policies  

DEADLINE: AUGUST 26

LEARN MORE
August 24 & 25

Mallinckrodt Center lobby, 11 am – 2 pm

Bear’s Den, 6 pm – 8 pm

Do you want to stay connected to your money 24/7 – to pay bills,  
pay people, transfer funds, track expenses – without all the fees?   
Then Connection Banking is the account for you.

Connection Banking offers:

1

®

® Debit Card with rewards points for purchases

*Bring in this ad and earn a $25 cash bonus just for opening a new Connection Checking account.  Earn an additional $25 when you set up a qualifying direct deposit on your new Connection Checking account within 
60 days of account opening. Your account must remain open for one (1) year to receive the remaining $50 bonus. The first $25 or $50 bonus will be credited to active accounts with a positive balance within 90 days of 
account opening.  The second $50 bonus will be credited to active accounts with a positive balance within 30 days of the accounts one year anniversary. Offer limited to one per household and available only to households 
that have not closed a Pulaski Bank transaction account within the last 90 days.  Offer cannot be combined with any other offer and may be withdrawn at any time.  Incentive reported as interest to the IRS.  Minimum to 
open account $25. Offer expires 9/30/13.  1-Your mobile carrier’s text messaging and web access charges may apply.  Member FDIC.

Central West End

314-367-8333

www.pulaskibank.com

WE’LL PAY YOU 
TO SWITCH TO  
PULASKI BANK!

 

13 Metro St. Louis Bank Locations

Housekeeper Wanted

Call (314) 576-0024

$10 palm & tarot 
card readings

  Specializing in:  
w Chakra Balancing  
w Crystal Therapy  
w  Mind Body and Spirit Relief
w  Walk-ins welcome,  

right in the loop

6265 Delmar BlvD. • www.3rDeyeTaroT.com   
314-471-5945 • 636-448-5569
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When I opened the 
Gutenberg Bible, the oldest 
book in both the library and 
the Western world, I was hit 
with a sense of reverence; 
a sense that I was looking 
at something that changed 
the world. This is first-hand 
learning in it’s purest form, 
and it’s what attracted 50 
classes to the Rare Books 
Collection last year.

“The question we always 
get is ‘Can we really touch 
that?’” said Anne Poesga, 
head of the Department of  
Special Collections at Olin 
Library.

Despite the rarity and age 
of many of the books kept 
in the humidity-controlled 
storage vault in Olin Library’s 
special collection, visitors are 
in fact encouraged to gently 
read and interact with the 
books. But in a world where 
such information exists online 
or in modern publications, 
interest has shifted away from 
the words and towards the 
construction and printing of  
the books.

“A lot of [the value] is 
context. I think when you 
see how much work went 
into making an older book in 
particular you realize how it 
was not necessarily common 
for everybody to have a big 
library, and how books were a 
much more rare commodity 
than they are now,” Posega 
said. 

About half of the classes 
that visit the department come 
from the history, literature and 
classics departments. What 
fewer people may suspect is 
that is that the most heavy 
users of the collection are art 
students, Posega said. The 
Rare Books Collection aims 
to give students a respect for 
the way a book’s form meets 
it’s function in the art of  
making books by hand before 

mass-production. This respect 
is a tradition that dates back 
centuries, one which the Rare  
Books Collection docu-
ments through its expanding 
inventory.

One major goal of the 
Rare Books Collection is 
to expand what it calls its 
“Triple Crown” collec-
tion—books from three 
turn-of-the-century publishers 
involved with the English arts 
and crafts movement. This 
movement, which focused on 
bringing back a more artful 
approach to book making, 
is best represented by The 
Works of Geoffrey Chaucer, 
printed in 1896 by William 
Morris’s Kelmscott Press. 

“[Morris] felt that he lost a 
lot when things weren’t hand-
made,” Posega said. Morris’s 
concerns are even more 
relevant today as books grow 
more disposable or, in some 

cases, nonexistent. To see his 
work in person, observe the 
intricacies, and practically 
feel the blood, sweat, and 
tears on the paper is a perfect 
reminder of how the medium 
can be just as important and 
beautiful as the words printed 
on it.

One of the most common 
requests in Olin’s Department 
of Special Collections is a set 
of books taken from Thomas 
Jefferson’s personal library. 
Though the library acquired 
the books in the 1880s, 
they were not identified as 
Jefferson’s until two years ago. 
The collection is the third larg-
est in the country, and it offers 
anyone, student or otherwise, 
the opportunity to come as 
close as any living human can 
to shaking our third presi-
dent’s hand. 

However, when your hand 
is hovering inches above a 

priceless book written by 
someone your great-great-
grandfather would have 

considered ancient, it’s a little 
intimidating, even knowing 
you’re allowed to touch.

“You don’t want to lean 
on Jefferson’s book,” Posega 
laughed. 

A unique opportunity: Wash. U.’s rare book collection
TED SOROTA
SCENE WRITER

CAROLINE YOO | STUDENT LIFE
A page from “The Works of Geoffrey Chaucer,” reprinted in the 1890’s. The book is part of the 
Triple Crown Collection, acquired by Olin Library in 2000, which includes all published outputs of 
presses representing English Arts & Crafts bookmaking.



When the Washington 
University football team 
arrived for pre-season train-
ing last week, head coach 
Larry Kindbom made it 
clear that he wants his play-
ers to win before going into 
war each week by preparing 
rigorously and practicing 
productively. 

With Kindbom’s message, 
the hope is to avoid facing 
the losses that the team had 
at the beginning of  last sea-
son, when the team started 
1-5. Kindbom credits the 
team’s turnaround, which 
resulted in a four-game 
win streak, the University 
Athletic Association title and 
a Founders Cup victory, to 
the confidence and trust that 
he saw his players develop at 
the end. 

The Bears have been 
selected as the pre-season 
favorites to win the UAA 
again. 

“I’m completely hon-
est about the teams that 
we’ve had, and I’m happy 
to say that our team is just 
as talented as last year’s,” 
Kindbom said. “This team is 
good enough to play anyone, 

but you can’t win with just 
talent. You’ve got to put as 
much work in as you can 
every day so that we can 
find our chemistry as a team, 
build confidence and have 
the best chance to win.” 

With 20 returning starters, 
senior defensive back Tate 
Byers, one of  five captains 
on the team, believes that the 
players who experienced last 
season’s ups and downs have 
grown in their leadership and 
ability to deal with adversity.

“We’ve learned how to 

stay together and be focused 
even when times are tough,” 
Byers said. “We’re ready for 
whatever this season has in 
store for us. Right now, the 
leaders are doing what they 
can to spread their football 
knowledge and help the team 
in any way possible.”

Kindbom has been pleased 
with the progression of  his 
players during this offsea-
son. Senior defensive back 
Andrew Skalman, who fin-
ished last season with the 
second-highest number of  

passes defended in Division 
III and led the Bears with five 
interceptions, has come back 
stronger and more explosive 
as he makes a run for All-
American. Senior defensive 
lineman Nelson Nwumeh, 
who was a key player in 
the Bears’ turnaround last 
season, will again be relied 
upon in the trenches. 

Senior quarterback Eric 
Daginella, who took over the 
starting job halfway through 
the 2012 season, is showing 
a strong understanding of  

the offense and developing a 
rhythm with his receivers.

“Daginella really gets 
what’s expected of  him,” 
Kindbom said. “He’s stron-
ger, faster and making good 
decisions. It’s been fun 
watching him in practice. 
Now it’s just a matter of  how 
many practices we can get 
under his experience and see 
how the offense follows his 
lead.”

Wash. U.’s special teams 
game will be helped by 
sophomore kicker Alex 

Hallwachs, who was 
named to the Fred Mitchell 
Award Watch List, which 
includes 33 kickers span-
ning all NCAA divisions, 
the National Association of  
Intercollegiate Athletics and 
the National Junior College 
Athletic Association.

The Bears’ schedule will 
be similar to last season’s in 
difficulty as they take on No. 
9 University of  Wisconsin-
Whitewater, No. 21 Coe 
College and their confer-
ence opponents, Carnegie 
Mellon University, Case 
Western University and the 
University of  Chicago. The 
Bears will be playing two 
new opponents, Hendrix 
College and Berry College, 
both of  which have new foot-
ball programs. 

“We’re going to take care 
of  business no matter who 
the opponent is,” junior 
defensive back Ryan Bednar 
said. “We just need to focus 
on being the best we can, and 
experience will obviously put 
us at a definite advantage 
over them.”

The Bears open their sea-
son on Sept. 7 at Whitewater, 
to whom they lost 34-0 in 
last season’s home opener.
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Andrew 
Skalman, Senior

Meghan 
Byrne, Senior

Andi Hibbert, 
Senior

USA College Football and Beyond 
Sports Network tabbed the defensive 
back as a second-team preseason All-
American. He picked off five passes 
in 2012, ranking second in the UAA. 

The outside hitter had 258 
kills in 2012, second on the team 
behind graduate Drew Hargrave. 

A middle hitter and outside 
hitter, Tulloch had a team-high 
.333 hitting percentage and was 
third in kills with 238. 

Hibbert was a first-team All-
Central region selection in her 
junior year. 

The junior quarterback took over 
the starting job for five of the Bears’ 
final six games in 2012, earning the 
Darryl Sharp Memorial Offensive 
Team MVP award. 

Faces of the Fall Sports
Student Life combed through the rosters of  six fall sports teams and identified some from each that readers should 

keep on their radars. There are also three more extended previews of  fall teams, with three more to come on Monday. 

Only two years into her college career, Zambricki is sev-
enth in school history with 24 goals and ninth in points with 
58. She leads the Bears in their effort to defend a top-five 
preseason ranking. 

Anna Zambricki, Junior

A former University Athletic Association Rookie of the Year, 
forward Toaspern has 50 points in 41 career games. She and 
Zambricki supply much of the team’s offensive firepower. 

Jonathan Jebson, Senior

The forward battled through injuries in 2012, but returns 
to the lineup this season as the Bears’ top offensive starter. 
He had 11 points in eight games last season. 

The two-time All-Central Region goalkeeper has 16 shut-
outs in 37 career starts, including eight last season. He was 
recognized four times last season as the UAA Men’s Soccer 
Defensive Athlete of  the Week. 

Kevin Sparks, Senior

Cheadle finished in the top 21 at NCAA Championships 
each of  her first two years with the Bears. She was a key run-
ner on the Bears’ 2011 national championship squad as well. 

Sparks had the highest finish in school history at last year’s 
NCAA Championships, placing fourth in his first cross country 
season as a Bear. The North Central College transfer is one of six 
returning runners from the Bears’ top seven at the national title meet. 

Lillie Toaspern , Junior Lucy Cheadle, JuniorJeremy Kirkwood, Senior

Eric Daginella, 
Senior

Emily Tulloch, 
Senior

Football team embracing warrior spirit for season
DEREK SHYR
MANAGING EDITOR

Junior linebacker Fade Oluokun and the Washington University football team celebrate a defensive play against Kenyon College on 
Sept. 22, 2012. The Bears won the game 28-23.  

CROSS COUNTRY PHOTOS  BY 
KELCEY BUCK,  ALL OTHERS 

BY STUDENT LIFE

ERIC MARCUS | STUDENT LIFE ARCHIVES
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Rent fearlessly

 You can highlight and write in your books. 

Normal wear and tear is OK!

*Valid on rental titles. Based on average savings versus new book price.  
Checked-in books must be  in resellable condition. See store for details.

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY CAMPUS STORE       
Mallinckrodt Center

www.wubookstore.com

     /WashUCampusStore

Visit us in-store and learn how  
to WIN BOOKSTORE GIFTCARDS we’re giving away daily.

dough!We’re giving away tons of

Wood floors through-

out with new tile 

floors in kitchen & 

hall. Updated kitch-

en. Newer deck per-

fect for entertaining. 

Walkout lower level. 

This home is ‘MOVE 

IN READY’! 

Offered at $133,900

Why waste time in a dorm? Live just 15 minutes from 

campus in this 2 bedroom bungalow at 5201 Delor St.

For more information, contact 
Carol Cooke 636-448-4400

Office: 314-725-0009
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Volleyball adjust to loss of star players, new coach

All the primary indica-
tors presage a down year for 
Washington University’s 
volleyball team: postseason 
struggles in recent seasons, 
lost star power and a new 
coach. And based on the 
Bears’ high standards for vol-
leyball, they may struggle to 
equal past successes.

Recent history is not on 
their side; between 1987 
and 2010, the team failed 
to reach the quarterfinals 
of the NCAA Division III 
Tournament just twice, but it 
equaled that total in the past 
two seasons alone.

The class of 2012 gradu-
ated with 11 All-American 
awards spread among three 
of the most accomplished and 
decorated players in school 
history, and the current roster 
has nary a single player who 
made the national list last 
season.

The Bears are also adjusting 
to only their third coach since 
1987 as Rich Luenemann, 
14-year veteran of Wash. 

U.’s program, is taking an 
indefinite leave of absence for 
personal reasons. Filling his 
position in the interim is Luke 
Young, former assistant coach 
at Division II Longwood 
University.

Yet despite the appar-
ent troubles, the Red and 
Green still placed seventh in 
Division III’s preseason rank-
ings and are the favorite to 
win the University Athletic 
Association. Conference rival 
Emory University ranked one 
spot behind Wash. U. at No. 8 
in the nation.

The Red and Green return 
the bulk of their formidable 
front line, which is led by a 
pair of seniors. Emily Tulloch 
led the team in hitting per-
centage and was an honorable 
mention all-conference player 
in her first season as a mid-
dle hitter, and outside hitter 
Meghan Byrne was an honor-
able mention All-American 
in 2010 and 2011 before suf-
fering from a litany of injuries 
last season.

On the back line, Young 
has instituted a perimeter 
defense in lieu of the rover 

defense the Bears have used 
under Luenemann. The tacti-
cal switch puts a third player 
on the back line—as opposed 
to just two in the rover sys-
tem—and is designed to 
help the team cope with the 
graduation of Kelly Pang, 
the Bears’ four-year libero 
and career leader in digs. The 
team’s defense was a weak-
ness last year, and Pang’s loss 
will exacerbate the problem.

“We have more back row 
coverage,” Tulloch said of  
the perimeter defense, “which 
gives our defense a little bit 
more coverage on the court 
and more time to react to a 

ball. It’s not so heavy on the 
two back row players.”

“It will work very well 
with our team because of our 
blocking scheme,” she added.

The new system will be 
tested early as the Bears face 
a string of five consecutive 
ranked opponents in mid-
September. Overall, Wash. U. 
faces nine teams ranked in the 
top 25, including four of the 
top five. The daunting sched-
ule couples with an increased 
focus on “setting small goals 
every game, every tourna-
ment,” Tulloch explained, to 
prevent the team from falter-
ing in November, as it has the 

previous two seasons after 
spending the first two months 
ranked first in the country. “A 
lot of times we lose sight of  
the game that we’re playing 
right now because we want to 
be in the championship,” she 
said.

The class of 2013 is still 
searching for that elusive 
national title, but Tulloch 
expressed only enthusiasm for 
the coming season: “We’ve 
got great-looking defense, 
we’ve got amazing hitters—
I’m not worried at all.”

As the Washington 
University men’s cross-coun-
try team seeks a third straight 
top-five finish at the NCAA 
Division III Championships, 
the women’s team is shoot-
ing for a return to the national 
meet. 

The women won a national 
championship in 2011, but the 
next year, they did not advance 
to nationals for the first time 
since 2003. The men’s team 
is coming off a No. 5 finish 
at nationals and returns six of  
its top seven runners from that 
final meet.  

Kevin Sparks, Michael 
Ellenberger and Elliott 
Petterson lead a senior class 
praised by head coach Jeff  
Stiles. 

“I would say every single 
senior guy—there’s nine of  
them—has a legitimate chance 
to make the top seven, and 
there are a lot of underclass-
men on top of that,” Stiles said.

In addition, the men’s team 
features juniors Ryan Senci, 
Garrett Patrick and Drew 
Padgett, who round out the 
group of six top returners. 
Senci, Patrick and Padgett 
placed in the top five for the 
Bears at nationals. 

The women’s squad will 

have to compensate for the loss 
of senior Sarah Fisher, a key 
runner on the 2011 national 
championship squad. Injuries 
have forced Fisher, who did 
not race last year either, to stop 
competing with the cross-coun-
try and track-and-field teams. 

“She’s a really inspirational 
person, that’s for sure,” soph-
omore Ellen Toennies said. 
“And so having her around, 
even though she won’t be actu-
ally running in the races, will 
be good for us.”

Toennies and fellow sopho-
more Bri Tiffany are two of  
the runners with the promise 
to fill the void. Though the 
2012 team failed to qualify for 

nationals, most runners return 
from the young roster, includ-
ing seniors Lizzy Handschy 
and Elizabeth Worley. 

The team’s top runner last 
year, junior Lucy Cheadle, is 
recovering from an injury suf-
fered during track season. Stiles 
said that she is fully recovered 
but that she might not race in 
early-season meets. Freshmen 
like Cheadle in 2011 and 
Toennies and Tiffany in 2012 
have emerged as immediate 
contributors to the women’s 
team, and the same could hap-
pen with this year’s squad. 

“I have been so impressed 
by all the freshmen so far,” 
Toennies said. “They’re 

coming in, and they must have 
had really good summer train-
ing. I think they will all be able 
to be contributors if they just 
keep working.”

“All the training we’re doing 
right now is just so that we can 
be at our best come November 
and come the championship 
season,” she added.

Forest Park provides famil-
iar confines for the Bears to 
open their season, but the 
meet formerly known as the 
WUSTL Early Bird Meet will 
feel a bit different this time 
around. The Gabby Reuveni 
Early Bird Meet, which will 
take place on Aug. 31, was 
renamed in honor of the late 

runner, who died after being 
struck by a drunk driver in 
the summer of 2012. Current 
juniors and seniors were team-
mates of Reuveni at Wash. U. 

Stiles said that the athletic 
department opted to wait a 
year before renaming the meet 
because last year would have 
been too immediate. 

“We’re not looking for a 
huge impact on their emo-
tions,” Stiles said. “It’s not 
really helpful to do that…
The point of it is just to honor 
Gabby—to remember her.”

The Bears will compete in 
the Greenville Dual at Forest 
Park the prior day.

Strong returning runners brighten cross country outlook 
ALEX LEICHENGER
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

ZACH KRAM
SPORTS REPORTER



A year ago, Earl Sweatshirt took 
to Twitter to declare, “Im [sic] just 
trying to make pretty music.” This 
statement likely came as a shock to 
the fans of his critically acclaimed 
2010 mixtape, “Earl,” on which he 
openly rapped about drug abuse, 
murder and sexual violence over 
beats that are likely to be described as 
sinister and violent. This week, the 
19-year-old rapper released his debut 
album, “Doris.” To my surprise, it’s 
as pretty as Earl hoped it would be.

The seemingly effortless flow 
and wordplay that made Earl one 
of 2010’s most promising artists is 

ever-present throughout the album, 
but he has matured and taken a 
decidedly introspective turn with his 
lyrics. On “Burgundy,” he apologizes 
to his terminally ill grandmother 
for working on “Doris” instead 
of spending time with her. Album 
closer “Knight” features Domo 
Genesis and Earl trading verses 
about growing up without their 
fathers. The more sensitive nature of  
the lyrics is appropriately accompa-
nied by beats that intricately layer 
horns, piano and a sample from an 
’80s soul song over catchy drum 
riffs. Standout track “Chum” shows 
Earl at his most reflective with lines 
like, “And I just used to say I hate 
[my father] in dishonest jest / When 
honestly I miss this n----- like when 
I was six.” By the end of the track, 
the struggle over his emotions and 
the stress of returning to music after 
three years of hype leads him to say, 
“Been back a week and I already feel 
like calling it quits.”

One of the highlights of the album 
is its continuously surprising track-
by-track structure, in which Earl ably 
bounces between numerous styles. 
“Hive” and “Whoa” sound like they 
could’ve been bonus tracks on the 
2010 mixtape. “Hoarse” is accompa-
nied by an echo-y guitar riff and an 
unsettling recurring wailing sound 
in the background. The fact that the 
album sounds so cohesive is a feat in 
and of itself.

“Doris” isn’t without its faults. 
The featured artists on the album 
don’t always work as well as they 
should, most notably Mac Miller 
and Odd Future leader Tyler, The 
Creator. However, Earl’s ability 
to showcase his remarkable flow 
over the diverse collection of beats 
make this album one of the better 
hip-hop releases in a year full of stiff  
competition.
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Doing it wrong: Daft 
Punk’s misguided attempt 
at cultural dominance

I’ll be honest: I’ve never been 
a big Daft Punk fan. Sure, it’s 
made a handful of  great songs 
(“One More Time,” “Da Funk,” 
“High Life”), but much of  its 
work is frustratingly one-dimen-
sional. While the energy from 
a rapturous crowd can render a 
lack of  imagination irrelevant, 
Daft Punk doesn’t have that 
luxury in the studio. As much as 
it fusses over every sonic detail, 
many of  its songs need the 
visual splendor of  its legendary 
light pyramid. 

But “Random Access 
Memories” was supposed to be 
different. Implicitly billed as 
the “event” album of  the year 
through a brilliant marketing 
campaign, it would reestab-
lish the album as the kind of  
communal experience that has 
been lost in the Spotify era. 
Billboards, TV spots, maga-
zine covers—it was an analog 
throwback in a digital age. Yet 
in a way, it felt oddly progres-
sive. Daft Punk wasn’t going to 
fight file sharing and streaming 
with lawsuits and holdouts; it 
was going to make you notice 
its album amidst the veritable 
torrent of  information available 
on the Internet. You wouldn’t 
just want “Random Access 

Memories;” you would need 
it to be part of  the cultural 
conversation.

Sadly, the album itself  was 
not nearly worth the months 
of  anticipation. It may have 
integrated the best recording 
equipment modern technol-
ogy has to offer with some of  
the most renowned session 
musicians of  decades past, but 
method alone does not guar-
antee results. Yes, it sounds 
expensive, but in a stifling, 
aren’t-you-impressed man-
ner. Daft Punk takes so much 
pleasure in the infinite possibili-
ties awarded by its enormous 
recording budget that it seem-
ingly forgets that it’s writing 
songs. Try as they might to 
bring life back to music, these 
songs sound as stiff  and lifeless 
as the robotic voices that inex-
plicably handle many of  their 
hooks.

While “Random Access 
Memories” was supposed to 
evoke the excitement and gran-
diosity of  the ’70s event album, 
it instead embodies the worst of  
double-LP excess. Ultimately, it 
suffocates under the weight of  
its own self-importance, leav-
ing no room for the risk-taking 
necessary to sustain a 74-minute 
record. For all the fuss critics 
have made about the album’s 
journey through the history of  

electronic music, Daft Punk 
seems to have skipped over the 
21st century—which couldn’t 
be more fitting—as it’s long 
dealt in a retro pastiche that was 
largely ignored outside of  the 
electronic dance music commu-
nity until irony became cool.

Daft Punk’s best songs take 
one great idea and repeat it ad 
infinitum until you become lost 
in an ecstatic fervor. The prob-
lem with this album is that the 
songs don’t have many compel-
ling ideas. When they do, as 
on the infectious “Get Lucky,” 
the results are more satisfying 
than just about anything in the 
current pop landscape—which 
makes the album all the more 
frustrating. There are moments 
of  potential brilliance scattered 
throughout, but all too often, 
Daft Punk is content to settle 
into extended downtempo jams, 
letting the high-end production 
overwhelm the listener with its 
glossy sheen.

What we’re left with is a hulk-
ing testament to the dangers of  
artistic hubris seriously lacking 
in anything innovative or dar-
ing. Daft Punk remains stuck in 
the past, futilely attempting to 
bring back the supposed glory 
of  yesteryear one more time.

MARK MATOUSEK
MUSIC EDITOR

ALBUM REVIEW

‘Doris’ by Earl 
Sweatshirt

for fans of
Tyler, The Creator, beats from 

Frank Ocean’s ‘Channel Orange’

singles to download
‘Burgundy,’ ‘Chum,’ ‘Hoarse’

GREG HERMAN
CADENZA WRITER

KIMBERLY HENRICKSON
FRESHMAN PRESS WRITER

Hate watching: A summer of enjoying bad TV
Binge hate watching, or 
the excessive consumption 
of  TV shows you love 
to hate, dominated the 
television offerings this 
summer. When there 
wasn’t a “Law and Order: 
SVU” or “Friends” 
marathon playing, 
one could always find 
something light and easily 
mock-able by simply 
turning the channel 
to ABC, Lifetime or 
Bravo. These shows were 
overdramatic, hilarious 
and, most importantly, 
constantly playing.

“The Bachelorette”
In this summer’s season nine of  

the hit show “The Bachelorette,” 
bridal stylist Desiree Hartstock 
found tears, heartbreak and (kind 
of?) a happy ending during her 
cliche- and pun-filled search for 
love. Little-known fact: contestants 
on “Bachelor”-franchise shows are 

only allowed minimum contact 
with the outside world during 
filming and are even restricted from 
participating in basic activities 
such as watching TV and reading 
books, which explains the origin 
of the incessant poetry and other 
handmade gifts. However, it doesn’t 
explain Des and eventual winner 
Chris Siegfried rhyming the word 
“shore” with “forevermore” in a 
poem that they co-wrote. At one 
point during the often-skipped 
middle portion of the season, one 
contestant is surprised by an angry 
girlfriend, who despite his protests 
insists that they are still together 
and spins a tale of betrayal that gets 
more extravagant as the segment 

progresses. 
Rating: 4/5 roses for heightened 

drama and an actually surprising 
ending to an often-formulaic show.

“Mistresses”
ABC clearly thought that it had 

found a hit with “Mistresses,” a new 
reboot of a United Kingdom-born 
show that aired directly after “The 
Bachelorette.” The series follows 
four friends who over the course of  
the season become what the title 
suggests, albeit in different ways. 
The show stalls on the resolution of  
overused plot devices like paternity 
tests and admissions of infidelity 
but does offer some entertaining 
melodrama as lead character April 

learns that her presumed dead hus-
band is actually alive, having faked 
his own death in order to provide 
April with insurance money and 
flee with his mistress and their child. 
Another lead character is Karen, a 
psychiatrist who has an affair with 
an ill client and on his request gives 
him a prescription for pills and 
instructions on how to use them to 
end his life. 

Rating: 3/5 morphine tablets 
because it was sweepingly pre-
dictable but did have occasional 
moments of levity.

“Devious Maids”
In Lifetime’s original series 

“Devious Maids,” Nurse Carla from 
“Scrubs” trades in her white sneak-
ers for a maid’s uniform. The show 
centers on a close-knit group of  
fictional Latina maids as they try to 
find answers in the mysterious death 
of a colleague, all the while serving 
stereotypical and one-dimensional 
Beverly Hills characters. If  it 
sounds like a “Downton Abbey”-
inspired adaptation of “Desperate 
Housewives,” that’s because it is. 
Eva Longoria, one of the stars of  
the long-running show, is an execu-
tive producer of “Devious Maids,” 
and one of the characters was even 
in the final episode of “Desperate 
Housewives.” Bottom line: it aims 
for drama with moments of comic 
relief yet plays out more like a 
morbid sitcom. 

Rating: 2/5 maid’s aprons due to 
hackneyed plots and an overall lack 
of creativity.

“Princesses: Long Island”
“Princesses: Long Island” was 

Bravo’s contribution to the summer 
set. This show jumps the line of  
so-bad-it’s-good and goes straight to 
just plain bad. The titular “prin-
cesses” are women in their late 20s 
who live in their parents’ homes, 
occasionally stepping out in order 
to engage in shenanigans. At one 
release party, which showcases 
cast member Amanda Bertoncini’s 
revolutionary new invention the 
“Drink Hanky,” aka a coffee sleeve 
made out of fabric, another cast 
member gets into a drink-throwing 
fight with a partygoer. Occasionally, 
the show sets the characters up in 
random places like vineyards, where 
they whine about the fact that 
their younger siblings are getting 
married before them. The detail 
that most gives away its scripted 
nature? No one, and I mean no one, 
uses the words “verklempt” and 
“Manischewitz” in every other sen-
tence the way these (heavily tanned) 
characters do. 

Rating: one-fourth of a glass of  
wine for overuse of stereotype and 
obvious falsity.

Whether they were new or in their 
ninth season, these shows never failed 
to entertain with their new episodes. 
After all, when the temperatures rise, 
there’s nothing better than curling 
up on a couch in an air-conditioned 
room with an unintentionally hilari-
ous show.
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ACROSS
1 Diana’s

companion
5 Off-the-wall play

10 “... baked in __”
14 An awfully long

time
15 Meter reading
16 Without
17 Glowing sugar

cube?
20 Electrical pioneer

whose last
known U.S.
patent was for a
helicopter-plane

21 A soprano one
has short strings

22 Team competition
23 Ant who sings
25 Some film-book

relationships
26 Campaign to raise

mailing fees?
31 Forearm bones
32 Cyclotron bits
33 Convenience

store
convenience

36 Clinches
37 Polynesian porch
39 Tennis coups
40 Cow or sow
41 Tax that funds

Soc. Sec.
42 More patrician
44 Easy strikeout

victim?
46 Field of plants?
49 Regarding
50 Somewhat

inclined
51 Outback runner
53 Goof
57 Wedding song for

Ivana or Marla?
60 Mall map word
61 Discourage
62 Cheeseboard

choice
63 While lead-in
64 Spring for lunch
65 Lairs

DOWN
1 Bonkers
2 People-watch

inappropriately
3 __ ex machina

4 Cuts off
5 Stick for

breaking, at times
6 Take for granted
7 Rooftop

accessory
8 Decorative

molding
9 “Eight __ Out”:

1988 baseball
movie

10 In the arms of
Morpheus

11 Eighth-century
pope

12 Jude Law’s “Cold
Mountain” role

13 July awards
show, with “the”

18 Speed demon’s
undoing

19 Cuts back
24 Gymnast’s asset
25 Open D and

open G, for
guitars

26 Frat letters
27 Smart remark?
28 Barrie buccaneer
29 Old Testament

peak
30 __ fault

33 Scopes Trial gp.
34 Swarm
35 Auto ad no.
38 Tread the boards
39 Couldn’t stomach
41 Slice competitor
43 Santa’s reindeer,

e.g.
44 Balanchine’s field
45 Vertigo symptom
46 Get clean
47 Survey choice

48 Levels
51 Observer
52 Itty-bitty bug
54 Uncivil
55 Sultanate whose

flag features two
swords and a
dagger

56 Tach nos.
58 Banned pesticide
59 Works in a

gallery
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The summer of  2013 was an 
amazing time for music, with 
releases from superstars and 
indie sensations alike. If  you 
had your head in the sand all 
summer, fear not: Cadenza 
has you covered on all the best 
beats, likable lyrics and stuck-
in-our-head songs. Music Editor 
Mark Matousek chooses the 
best albums of  the summer, and 
Cadenza staff  picks its favorite 
singles.

Best Albums
– Mark Matousek

1. “Yeezus”- Kanye 
West 

After the generation-defining 
masterpiece that was 2010’s 
“My Beautiful Dark Twisted 
Fantasy,” Kanye West seem-
ingly had nowhere to go but 
down. Masterfully blending 
the grand orchestral sweep 
of  his first two albums with 
“Graduation”’s sleek pop hooks, 
he had achieved sensory over-
load, cramming every loose idea 
in his head into 68 minutes of  
unmitigated triumph. So where 
would he turn next? A decent, 
if  ultimately lackluster team-up 
with Jay Z on 2011’s “Watch the 
Throne” hinted at a possible cre-
ative decline, as did last year’s 
GOOD Music posse record, 
“Cruel Summer.”

But rather than pushing his 
maximalist pop/hip-hop hybrid 
into the realm of  parody, he 
reversed course completely by 
baring his opulent style down 
to its bare essence. As compel-
ling a lyricist as West can be, he 
remains a maestro behind the 
boards, synthesizing a number 

of  current and historical trends 
in pop and hip-hop into a sound 
all his own. Here, he combines 
El-P’s clattering percussion with 
the abrasive, chainsaw synths 
of  Death Grips to gloriously 
violent effect. This is not a party 
record. It will pummel you until 
you either submit to its madness 
or beg for mercy. In the latter 
case, you will receive none. West 
is out for blood, hungry as ever, 
and music is all the better for it.

2. “Trouble Will Find Me”- 
The National

After 2010’s “High Violet,” 
The National found itself  in 
an unenviable position, tasked 
with following two of  the 21st 
century’s best albums (the first 
being 2007’s “Boxer”). Where 
many bands would crack under 
the pressure or simply coast 
off  of  their past success, The 
National found a way to stay 
true to itself  without falling 
prey to complacency. Other 

than a warmer, clearer sound, 
“Trouble Will Find Me” follows 
a blueprint similar to that of  
“High Violet:” dense textures 
punctuated by horns, strings and 
pianos; masterful use of  back-
ing and double-tracked vocals; 
nimble drumming; and a general 
air of  despondency.

But The National has refined 
its craft to the point where it can 
take your breath away with a 
single swelling violin or simple, 
seven-note piano melody (as 
on the gorgeous track “Exile 
Vilify,” released between “High 
Violet” and “Trouble Will Find 
Me”). It sounds comfortable in 
the way master songwriters do 
after they have nothing left to 
prove, able to write for them-
selves and their fans with the 
knowledge that—barring a disas-
ter of  epic proportions—their 
legacy is safe. And “Trouble 
Will Find Me” proves that not 
only is The National’s legacy 
safe, it continues to flourish in 

ways most bands could only 
dream of.  

3. “MCII”- Mikal Cronin
For years a cog in collaborator 

Ty Segall’s garage rock machine, 
Mikal Cronin’s eponymous 2011 
solo debut saw him begin to step 
out of  Segall’s shadow with a 
collection of  delightfully catchy 
garage pop tunes. But his sopho-
more effort, “MCII,” establishes 
his bona fides as an artist in his 
own right. A quintessential sum-
mer album, “MCII” is full of  
sunny hooks and jubilant energy. 
But a look underneath the bright 
exterior reveals turmoil aplenty. 

Mired in perpetual uncer-
tainty, Cronin conducts 
something of  a therapy ses-
sion for himself. Yet instead of  
finding answers, he’s left only 
with more questions, giving 
the album a distinctly human 
quality. With that in mind, the 
rollicking riffs and sing-a-long 
choruses become a method of  

catharsis for Cronin. He may 
be confused, but if  he just sings 
loud enough, he can find the 
peace he so desperately seeks. 
Of  course, that’s not true, 
and you can hear the ache of  
resignation in his voice and the 
realization that he may never be 
the man he wants to be.

If  this sounds like a dour 
experience, it’s anything but. 
Like Segall, Cronin excels at 
finding the sweet spot between 
punk grit and pop’s melodic 
inclinations. But where Cronin 
displays separation from his 
friend and mentor is in his mas-
tery of  ballads. Where Segall’s 
slower numbers can feel like 
unnecessary excursions, Cronin 
imbues his quieter songs with 
more than whammy pedals. He 
invites you to connect with him, 
to share your pain. Like Cronin, 
you may never be your ideal self, 
but you can take comfort in the 
fact that you’re not alone.

Sounds of the Summer
CADENZA STAFF



4. “Modern Vampires of the 
City”- Vampire Weekend

With its first two albums, 
Vampire Weekend gained an 
undeserved reputation among 
cynics as preppy Ivy League 
hipsters who stole shamelessly 
from Paul Simon’s Afropop 
playbook. What the detractors 
missed was Vampire Weekend’s 
impeccable ear for melody and 
surprisingly tight grasp of  song 
structure. As catchy as its songs 
may be, its pleasures are not of  
the fleeting variety. They carry 
real, tangible weight, buoyed by 
clever arrangements and irregu-
lar time signatures.

On “Modern Vampires of  
the City,” its songs now hold 
serious philosophical heft, 
examining the existential 
mysteries that nag at the souls 
of  20-somethings trying to 
reckon with the world around 
them. As precocious as ever, 
frontman Ezra Koenig sounds 
wise beyond his years, tackling 
thematic minefields such as 
mortality, religion and love with 
bracing honesty.

The songs are arranged with a 
similar elegance. Every instru-
ment is placed with care and 
precision, weaving a lush sonic 
tapestry that grows richer with 
each listen. Though it may be 
Vampire Weekend’s least acces-
sible album, “Modern Vampires 

of  the City” is without doubt 
the most rewarding, revealing 
new layers of  resonance each 
time through.  

After taking such a giant leap 
forward, Vampire Weekend 
has both ensured its longevity 
and opened up a world of  pos-
sibilities for the future. Haters 
aside, these guys are going to be 
around for a while. I can’t wait 
for its next move. 

5. “Loud City Song”- Julia 
Holter 

It’s a bit of  a copout to refer 
to any artist as a “true origi-
nal,” but I can’t recall anyone 
who conjures the same brand 
of  off-kilter, awe-inspiring 
majesty as Julia Holter. Her 
third album, “Loud City Song,” 
exists in a fugue state, bending 
the conventions of  dream and 
chamber pop until they emerge 
in barely recognizable forms. 
Likewise, you may become so 
wrapped up in Holter’s bewitch-
ing vision that you momentarily 
lose your grounding in reality, 
content to float among her ethe-
real compositions. Often, her 
songs seem to drift away from 
the album’s center, swirling 
through the ether in a blissful 
haze. This is music so bold, so 
unpredictable, it demands your 
attention without resorting to 
high-octane theatrics. 

It’s difficult to imagine these 
songs actually being written or 
composed in any manner. They 
seem to will themselves into 
existence as you listen to them, 
at once both carefully structured 
and formless. Holter may use 
recognizable instruments—cel-
los, saxophones, synths—but 
in her hands, they sound less 
like tools and more like natural 
extensions of  her mind. 

A rare combination if  there 
ever was one, “Loud City 
Song” delights and challenges 
in equal measure, rewarding 
careful attention with its myriad 
pleasures. Just three albums 
in, Holter sounds like no one 
but herself, a fearless maver-
ick willing to go wherever her 
impeccable instincts lead her. 
We’re lucky she’s willing to take 
us along for the ride.

 

Best Singles
“The Mother We Share” 
- Chvrches

Although electro-pop band 
Chvrches didn’t exactly rule 
the mainstream airwaves this 
summer, it garnered attention 
in a big way on music blogs and 
the festival circuit. Its accessible 
yet still-just-hipster-enough 
aesthetic has the group headed 
for the big time. Although 
single “The Mother We Share” 
was released in September of  
last year, Chvrches performed 
it on “Late Night with Jimmy 
Fallon” in its American TV 
debut this June, and the song 
seemingly exploded. From 
Lauren Mayberry’s angelic 
vocals to the infectious synths 
of  the track, “The Mother 
We Share” was a true sum-
mer earworm in the best way 
possible, the anthem that the 
masses never heard. However, 
Chvrches’ summer takeover has 
ramped up anticipation for its 
debut album, “The Bones of  
What You Believe,” so if  you 
don’t know them now, you will 
soon. Look out for its newly 
released song “Gun” to begin 

making waves everywhere soon 
(including the soundtrack of  the 
new FIFA video game.) - Kayla 
Hollenbaugh

“All Night” - Icona Pop
“All Night,” the newest dance 

anthem from duo Icona Pop, 
is just as fun as the group’s 
super-single “I Love It” but far 
easier to imitate in a night. “All 
Night” is a light and sweet pop 
tune about partying all night 
long because “everything is 
all right.” The light electronic 
backbeat is easier to handle 
than some heavy-but-bare beats 
of  the summer—I’m looking at 
Miley Cyrus’ gold grills—and 
focuses the song’s attention on 
the awesome singing style that 
distinguishes the group from 
the likes of  Carly Rae Jepsen 
and Katy Perry. “All Night” 
asks partiers to “smash the 
club, make the pop go raw”—an 
activity way more sustainable 
than “I Love It”’s “I crashed my 
car into the bridge/I watched, 
I let it burn.” If  you’re dance-y 
enough to keep up with Icona 
Pop, you could definitely do this 
all night. - Julia Zasso

“Cups (Pitch Perfect’s When 
I’m Gone)” – Anna Kendrick

It’s rare to hear any Academy 
Award nominees on the radio, 
Adele notwithstanding. It’s 
even more rare to hear an 
Academy Award nominee for 
Best Supporting Actress on the 
radio, but Anna Kendrick (“Up 
in the Air”) has done just that 
with smash single “Cups.” Sure, 
it seems strange that the song is 
getting radio play the summer 
after “Pitch Perfect” showed 
off  Kendrick’s singing (and cup 
clapping) skills to the nation, 
but I’m certainly not complain-
ing. The song is sweet, innocent 
and catchy in a way that Dr. 
Luke or will.i.am could never 
master. Best of  all, she keeps it 
short—no extended bridges or 
dance breaks, so the song is over 
before you know it. Fun fact: 
“Cups” was the official song 
of  the 2013 Gold Cup, which 

was memorably won by Landon 
Donovan and the U.S. Men’s 
National Team. –Georgie Morvis

“Royals” – Lorde
After a few months of  

typical cheesy summer fare like 
“Blurred Lines” and (ugh) “We 
Can’t Stop,” Lorde’s “Royals” 
was like a breath of  fresh air. 
The song has already made the 
New Zealand-based singer-
songwriter the first woman to 
top the Billboard Alternative 
chart since 1996—which, coin-
cidentally, is also the year she 
was born. That’s right: Lorde 
is only 16. “Royals” is also her 
first single, and an incredibly 
impressive one at that. In the 
song, Lorde derides musicians’ 
obsession with wealth and 
luxury, crooning, “Every song’s 
like gold teeth, Grey Goose, 
trippin’ in the bathroom… 
We don’t care; we’re driving 
Cadillacs in our dreams.” Her 
lyrics are relatable yet poetic, 
with a smoldering chorus that 
says, “We’ll never be royals / It 
don’t run in our blood.” And of  
course, Lorde’s voice is stun-
ning—you won’t even mind 
having those haunting vocals 
stuck in your head for days. –
Katharine Jaruzelski

“Wasting All These Tears” – 
Cassadee Pope

I had the good fortune to see 
Cassadee Pope in Houston on 
July 11, and the third-season 
winner of  “The Voice” abso-
lutely brought it. Her vocals 
stole the show, and that versatile 
voice made her single “Wasting 
All These Tears” an instant hit 
on the country music airwaves 
this summer. The somber start 
belies a catchy and upbeat cho-
rus that kicks in just 40 seconds 
into the song. Pope delivers a 
pop twist (a la Taylor Swift) to 
the prototypical country break-
up song as she belts out how 
“finally I’m through / wasting 
all these tears on you.” Pope is 
set to release her debut studio 
album “Frame by Frame” on 
Oct. 8. – Sahil Patel
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I know what you watched this summer.
CADENZA STAFF

Unless you spent the past 
few months in the Southern 
Hemisphere, you were probably 
looking for excuses to escape 
the heat this summer. What 
better way than going to an 
air-conditioned movie theatre or 
hiding in bed all day watching 
Netflix? Cadenza picked their 
favorite movies and television 
moments of  summer 2013, just 
in case you missed something.

Best Movies
“Before Midnight”

Concluding the remarkable 
trilogy that began with “Before 
Sunrise” (1995), Richard 
Linklater’s “Before Midnight” is 
one of  the most realistic and honest 
depictions of  love and relationships 
in contemporary media. The film 
picks up 18 years after aspiring 
American writer Jesse (Ethan 
Hawke) and Parisian social activ-
ist Celine (Julie Delpy) met on a 
train in Vienna and spontaneously 
decided to spend the rest of  the day 
together. Continuing the frustrat-
ing, romantic, heartbreaking—and, 
most importantly, candid—
relationship between the main 
characters, “Before Midnight” 
explores the never-ending com-
promise and patience that both 
partners of  a couple must endure 
to be together. After 18 years of  
hearing these characters’ hopes and 
dreams, worries and cynicisms, 
they aren’t characters as much as 
they are living, breathing people. 
My understanding of  relationships 
is strongly tied to Jesse’s unrelent-
ing and impractical romanticism 
and Celine’s struggle with her own 
feelings and purpose in life. The 
evolution of  the nearly two-decade 
long relationship that is completed 
with “Before Midnight” is not only 
the most intriguing film phenom-
enon I have ever experienced, but it 
taught me that the most important 
things in life—and the ones worth 
fighting for—are often the most 
trying. - Greg Herman

“Blue Jasmine”
It seems that every few years, 

movie critics feel the need to 
ask if  prolific writer-director 
Woody Allen is “back.” In this 
decade it has happened with 
almost every other Allen movie – 
“Match Point,” “Vicky Cristina 
Barcelona” and “Midnight in 
Paris.” His latest release, “Blue 
Jasmine,” garnered the same 
notices and calls of  a comeback, 
but this comeback was led almost 
singlehandedly by Academy 
Award winner Cate Blanchett 
(“The Aviator”). In her role as 
Jasmine, the ruined New York 
socialite wife of  a Ponzi schemer, 
Jasmine in the middle of  a ner-
vous breakdown, Blanchett has 
never been better. She knows her 
character is unsympathetic and 
never plays her as anything but, 
yet you can’t help but feel for her. 
The Real Housewives are trashy 
entertainment, but Blanchett is 
fine art. She is such a compelling 
screen presence, almost always 
two Stoli martinis in, rambling 
on to whoever will listen to her 
sob story, even if  that whoever is 
just an empty park bench. She’s 
assisted ably by Sally Hawkins 
(“Happy Go Lucky”), who plays 
Ginger, Jasmine’s sister and 
almost polar opposite. Expect 
Blanchett to be in strong conten-
tion for a second Oscar despite 
the film’s summer release date. - 
Georgie Morvis

“Elysium”
It hasn’t been much of  a sum-

mer for movies. The battle for 
blockbuster glory was not won 
by anyone, especially not by 
movie fans. There’s a seemingly 
simple formula to make a good 
blockbuster – action, a simple 
plot, explosions, and a little 
star power is really all it takes, 
but getting those to fit together 
and make sense doesn’t always 
work. The best in this poor 
year? “Elysium.” Written and 
directed by Neill Blomkamp 
(“District 9”) it’s a dystopian 
story of  the haves and have-
nots, with Matt Damon! Set in 
2154, the richest humans have 
left Earth and created a space 
station/paradise called Elysium. 
Blomkamp’s political beliefs 
are made painfully clear – 
Damon’s character needs to get 
to Elysium because it is the only 
place with good healthcare – but 
if  that isn’t a problem for you, 
the movie is a blast. There are 
robots, spaceships, supersuits, 
and explosions (although these 
are on a smaller scale than a lot 
of  blockbusters have). It’s well-
written, and an original story as 
opposed to a reboot or sequel, 
so bonus points for that, and 
Blomkamp is as original a direc-
tor as anyone in Hollywood 
today. “Elysium” wasn’t perfect, 
but it was the best way to beat 
the heat in theaters this summer. 
- Trevor Leuzinger

Best 
Moments on 
Television
“Everything Netflix”

Summer is the perfect time 
for binge watching, and what 
better show to binge on than 
one of  Netflix’s brilliant original 
series? With regular networks 
in their typical summer lull, 
Netflix basically dominated TV 
conversation this season. First, 
long-suffering fans of  “Arrested 
Development” rejoiced when 
the streaming service released 
15 hilarious new episodes of  
the series in May. Then, Netflix 
stole the show yet again with 
the July release of  “Orange 
is the New Black,” an edgy 
ensemble dramedy about a 
women’s prison. The icing on 
the cake was a whopping 14 
Emmy nominations for Netflix 
originals: nine for the political 
drama “House of  Cards,” three 
for “Arrested Development” 
and two for the horror series 
“Hemlock Grove.” Netflix has 
already made history as the first 
non-TV network to receive an 
Emmy nomination, and with a 
variety of  other new series in the 
works—plus future seasons of  
its existing series—it’s clear that 
Netflix has nowhere to go but 
up.—Katharine Jaruzelski

“Orange is the New Black”
“Orange is the New Black,” 

starring Taylor Schilling as Piper 
Chapman, is not only the TV 
show of  the summer but one of  
the best of  2013. Centering on 
an upper-class woman’s strug-
gles during her stint in federal 
prison, “Orange” takes “girl” 
humor to another level. Like 
the comedy in “Bridesmaids,” 
the show heavily relies on 
lesbian and poop jokes—but 
in a deeper, more developed 
script, “Orange” takes the ideas 
of  female love and everyday 
bodily functions seriously. 
The perfect delivery and 

development of  the entire cast 
adds a rough edge to every bit of  
funny, especially in the com-
plex relationships between the 
women in the prison. Is it love? 
Or is it survival? The beautiful 
performances from Schilling, 
Laura Prepon as her ex-lover 
Alex Vause and Uzo Aduba as 
a mysterious inmate affection-
ately named “Crazy Eyes” make 
“Orange” one of  a kind in topic 
and poignancy. For the hetero-
normative folks out there, the 
show provides plenty of  man-
on-woman action in flashbacks 
to Piper’s relationship with 
fiance Larry Bloom, played by 
the always lovable Jason Biggs, 
and the flings between the all-
female prison and its (almost) 
all-male staff.—Julia Zasso
 
The Return of “Breaking Bad”

It’s the beginning of  the end 
for one of  the greatest televi-
sion shows of  all time, and the 
final episodes of  “Breaking 
Bad” exploded onto our screens 
this summer. The premiere of  
part two of  season five saw a 
massive 6 million viewers tune 
in to AMC to watch the show-
down between Walt and Hank, 
doubling the show’s previous 
highest viewership. While fans 
may not have liked the season 
five split, it certainly seems to 
have worked for the show—the 
break allowed a whole new 
audience time to binge watch 
the series on Netflix and AMC 
to rerun the show endlessly in 

order to garner a larger audi-
ence, earning a massive score 
for cable dramas. And those 6 
million people weren’t disap-
pointed. The “Blood Money” 
episode proved showrunner 
Vince Gilligan wasn’t going 
to wait around to amp up the 
drama and moral retribution 
that the show is famous for—in 
only two episodes Hank has 
confronted Walt in one of  TV’s 
most epic stare-offs, Marie has 
threatened to take the Whites’ 
baby and Jesse has plunged 
violently into a downward spiral 
that will inevitably end terribly. 
“Breaking Bad” may only have 
been on for a few weeks, but 
there’s no doubt it owned the 
summer small screen. –Kayla 
Hollenbaugh

Seth Meyers to take over “Late 
Night”

When NBC announced in 
April that Jimmy Fallon would 
succeed Jay Leno as host of  
“The Tonight Show,” the next 
question on everyone’s mind 
was: who would be Fallon’s 
successor on “Late Night”? 
Plenty of  names floated around, 
but many considered “Saturday 
Night Live” head writer and 
“Weekend Update” anchor Seth 
Meyers to be the clear favorite. 
Sure enough, in mid-May, NBC 
announced that Meyers would 
ascend to the “Late Night” 
throne after the 2014 Olympics. 
Meyers will be the third host to 
have come from “SNL,” after 

Fallon and Conan O’Brien 
before him. His seven years at 
“Weekend Update” have proven 
his hosting chops, and his 12 
years on “SNL” have brought 
him close to Lorne Michaels, 
the executive producer of  both 
“SNL” and “Late Night.” Fallon 
may be a tough act to follow, but 
it’s clear that he’ll be leaving the 
show in good hands. –Katharine 
Jaruzelski

“Sharknado”
If  you went on Twitter at all 

this summer, you probably heard 
about a little made-for-TV movie 
called “Sharknado.” But ratings 
showed that not nearly as many 
people who had heard about 
“Sharknado”—or even tweeted 
about it—actually watched the 
Syfy phenomenon. I did. And 
it was worthy every second I 
spent watching it, commer-
cials and all. 
“Sharknado” 
was somehow 
more obnox-
ious than its 
title would 
imply. I should 
have expected 
that from a 
movie with 
Tara Reid as 
one of  its stars. 
At one point, 
a character 
says, “My mom 
always said 
Hollywood 
would kill 

me” mere nanoseconds before a 
letter from the Hollywood sign 
crushes him into a bloody pulp. 
Later, the characters decide 
to throw improvised explosive 
devices into a tornado. Because 
science, I guess? They never 
really made that clear. The 
dramatic final scene involves 
multiple people being swallowed 
alive by the same shark and 
then ripping their way out with 
a chainsaw. “Sharknado” was 
probably the event movie of  the 
summer, even though it was on a 
cable channel with a weird name 
and despite its budget being 
only a fraction of  the budgets of  
wannabe blockbusters “Man of  
Steel” and “The Lone Ranger.” 
May every Syfy movie after this 
be just as ridiculous and auda-
cious as “Sharknado.” –Georgie 
Morvis

“Star Trek Into Darkness”
We live in an age where the 

word “movie sequel” usually 
incites immediate revulsion 
and eye rolling at the promise 
of  a watered-down rehash of  
its watered-down predeces-
sor. However, “Star Trek Into 
Darkness” categorically defied 
the sequel curse. The Trek team, 
helmed by director J.J. Abrams, 
took its time in crafting the 
second installment of  the new 
Star Trek movie-verse, making 
fans wait four years for Kirk, 
Spock and the crew to grace 
their screens once again. “Into 
Darkness” centered on a new 
villain: a mysterious ex-Starfleet 
commander who begins wreak-
ing havoc and threatening the 
destruction of  Earth. The plot 
sounds simplistic and familiar, 
but there are just enough twists 
to keep the movie interesting. 
The effort put into the film 
showed; “Into Darkness” was 
just as funny as its predeces-
sor (if  not more so), the cast 
retained the chemistry that 
made the first “Star Trek” work 
so well and Abrams used his 
well-casted ensemble cleverly to 
heighten the emotional payoff  
of  the film’s final scenes. Sure, 
it didn’t make audiences think 
too deeply, but for that very 
reason it provided an irreverent 
summer movie escape. – Kayla 
Hollenbaugh

“The Way Way Back”
In a summer filled with poor 

sequels and watered-down adap-
tations, “The Way Way Back” 
was one of  the few genuinely 
original and entertaining mov-
ies to grace the silver screen 
while school was out. Written 
by Jim Rash (Dean Pelton in 
“Community”) and Nat Faxon, 
the Oscar-winning team behind 
“The Descendants,” “The Way 
Way Back” documents the story 
of  14-year-old Duncan (Liam 
James) as he is forced to spend 
the summer at his stepdad’s 
beach house and navigate the 
trials of  teenage love, social 
anxiety and dysfunctional 
families. “The Way Way Back” 
may not have been ground-
breaking in the movie field, but 
it took what could’ve been a 
typically quirky coming-of-age 
movie and made it feel fresh and 
meaningful without getting too 
heavy-handed. Allison Janney 
and Sam Rockwell pulled off  
star comedic performances as 
the gregariously drunk neighbor 
and manager of  the local water 
park, respectively. Also, who 
knew Steve Carell could pull off  
being a jerk so well? All in all, 
“The Way Way Back” was the 
perfect feel-good summer movie 
that didn’t leave a sour after-
taste. – Kayla Hollenbaugh
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