
A statutory amendment check-
ing the vice president of  finance’s 
power to spend from long-term 
savings has passed both Student 
Union Senate and Treasury.

The amendment requires a 
three-fourths vote from SU’s 
Executive Council and fail-
ing that, a majority vote from 
Treasury, for the vice president 
of  finance to make major alloca-
tions from SU’s largest slush fund 
of  unspent cash. The Executive 
Council is made up of  the five-
person executive slate and the 
speakers of  the Senate and 
Treasury.

SU Treasury amended the reso-
lution initially proposed in SU 
Senate last week in a discussion 
that lasted until midnight. The 
following night, SU Senate passed 
the revised resolution after mini-
mal delay.

Each year, the money that 
student groups have been allo-
cated that they have not spent is 

transferred into the carryforward 
account. At the end of  the year, 
the carryforward account is emp-
tied into long-term savings, an 
account with a balance of  a few 
hundred thousand dollars. 

The amendment passed by 
Senate last Wednesday required 
approval from Executive Council 
on any expenditure from long-
term savings greater than $5,000. 
Some members of  Treasury 
initially supported this deci-
sion, believing Treasury would 
lack the expertise to handle the 
larger-scale capital improvement 
expenditures.

“I don’t think it’s suitable for 
our two-hour meetings each 
Tuesday and is more suitable for 
[Executive Council],” freshman 
Jordan Federbush, a treasury rep-
resentative, said.

“Executive Council is probably 
a more substantive check since 
they actually have the informa-
tion to make those decisions,” 
junior Sean Janda, speaker of  the 
Treasury, said.

However, other members 

initially believed a majority vote of  
Treasury should act as the check.

“Even though the primary pur-
pose of  Treasury is to approve 
budgets and allocations, I still 
think Treasury could be a check 
on long-term savings,” sophomore 
Sam Gorsche, a treasury represen-
tative, said.

Following extended discus-
sion, Treasury did not pass the 
statute. The option of  a Treasury-
based check also failed to garner 
enough support. As a middle 
ground, some members supported 
requiring a unanimous vote from 
Executive Council, or failing that, 
a majority vote from Treasury.

“I think the problem is it takes 
one person from having so much 
power, and a unanimous vote just 
gives one person the ability to 
block,” Federbush said.

SU Treasury ultimately decided 
that its body would only con-
sider long-term saving allocations 
after the appeals were seen by 
Executive Council, a revision that 
SU Senate passed 9-3-1 the follow-
ing night.

Students who graduate from 
Washington University will be 
more prepared for environmen-
tally conscious careers because 
of  the school’s commitment 
to sustainability, according to 
the director of  ratings for The 
Princeton Review.

The Princeton Review’s 2013 
Guide to 322 Green Colleges 
released last week places the 
University as one of  the top 
institutions nationwide show-
ing significant dedication to the 
environment, not only in course 
offerings but also in infrastructure 
and career preparation. 

“Students are realizing with the 
changing economy that green jobs 
are likely to rise and going to a 
school who shows a commitment 
to sustainability is in their inter-
ests, given they will likely be more 
prepared than a student who is not 
in that type of  environment on 
campus,” David Soto, director of  
ratings for The Princeton Review, 
said.

The Green Guide was created 
using schools’ green ratings from 
last July. Those ratings were gen-
erated from surveys in which 
schools were asked about their 
environmentally aware prac-
tices regarding quality of  life, 
preparation for “green” jobs and 
administrative involvement.

The guide is the latest of  the col-
lege guidance provider’s lists that 
commend Wash. U.’s dedication 
to its students in academics and 
other services and amenities. Soto 
noted that “green comforts” like 
locally grown food can actually 
improve a student’s experience. 

“Every time we come up with 
a ranking and list, we have par-
ents and students in mind,” Soto 
said. “These schools are preparing 
students for [a] green economy 
while also providing those green 
comforts.”

The Princeton Review consis-
tently surveys parents and adults 
on what matters to them in the 
college admissions process, and 
Soto said that while affordability is 
their primary concern, sustainabil-
ity is not significantly far behind.

Phil Valko, Washington 
University’s director of  sustain-
ability, said that most prospective 
students are primarily interested 
in the University’s academics, but 
many still care strongly about the 
school’s environmental efforts.

“I had a prospective student 
come in and drop by our office 
this week. She was trying to make 
a decision between schools and 
sustainability is a thing that’s very 
important to her,” Valko said. “My 
guess is she’s just one of  many stu-
dents that have it on their radar.”

Sophomore Amy Fjerstad, a stu-
dent in the Pathfinder Program in 
Environmental Sustainability, said 
the school’s focus on green initia-
tives was an important factor in 
her decision-making process.

“One of  the appeals of  Wash. 
U., and probably the main rea-
son I came here, was because 
of  its emphasis on sustainabil-
ity,” Fjerstad said. “There are so 
many options available to stu-
dents here to help them be more 
sustainable—the recycling bins 
outnumber the normal trash cans 
and we have all these eco to-go 
boxes—that I think that even 
people that don’t really care about 
it are still forced to make some 
eco-friendly choices in even the 
smallest of  ways.”

The Green Guide specifically 
cited Washington University’s 
LEED Silver certified buildings, 
free U-Passes and bottled water 
ban as particularly praisewor-
thy. Valko said that the Office of  
Sustainability is also working to 
decrease waste and make sure the 
student apartment complex being 
constructed on the Delmar Loop 
stays in line to be the school’s first 
LEED Platinum certified building.

Valko’s office has also just hired 
an alternative transportation coor-
dinator to work one-on-one with 
students and staff  to help create a 
stronger culture around alternative 
transportation.

Freshman Arjay Parhar, though, 
noted that she sees significantly 
more institutional than personal 
dedication to sustainability.

“I’ve just noticed little things, 
like how people back home would 
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Increased beds 
fail to remedy 
housing struggles

Bears’ comeback bid falls short

Treasury revises proposed statuteWU added to Princeton 
Review Green Guide

The annual struggle accompa-
nying Washington University’s 
housing lottery has been largely 
unaffected by changes to 
Residential and Greek Life that 
offer more beds for different 
students. 

Students housing is assigned 
beginning in March. Because of  
this year’s overenrolled freshman 
class, the Office of  Residential 
Life is leasing three buildings 
from Quadrangle Housing to 
offer more beds. Because of  
Sigma Phi Epsilon’s continued 
suspension, the Office of  Student 
Involvement and Leadership has 
opened its house to all women.

But all the additional off-
campus and Sig Ep beds have 
already been assigned, and some 

students have still yet to receive 
campus housing. 

Being unfinished with stu-
dent housing assignments in late 
April, though, is not unusual, 
according to Tim Lempfert, asso-
ciate director of  residential life.

“We’re in good shape,” 
Lempfert said. “We still have a 
handful of  students who have not 
been assigned yet, but we know 
that we are going to have enough 
housing to accommodate those 
who have yet to be placed. So at 
this point, what we’re trying to 
do is work with the individual 
students or the groups of  stu-
dents that remain and try to get 
them placed in housing that’s 
most closely aligned with what 
they want to have.”

He noted that there are only 
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The Washington University Racing Team practices in the parking lot prior to their first 
track run of the May 2012 competition. The team will unveil their car Thursday.

Sophomore Max Zhang delivers a pitch in the top of the ninth inning of the Washington University baseball team’s 10-7 
loss to No. 10 Webster University. The Bears gave up 10 runs in the first five innings before scoring seven unanswered 
runs. Zhang pitched two scoreless innings in relief of freshman starter Chris 
Sanderson, who gave up five runs in one and one-third innings pitched.

COURTESY OF BRIAN AGGREY

BRIAN BENTON | STUDENT LIFE
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WU SAILORS
The Sailing Club 
overcomes 
geography
(Sports, pg 6)

WILD: A PREDICTIVE TIMELINE 
(Scene, pg 7)
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THURSDAY 25
SUNNY
62 / 42

FRIDAY 26
PM SHOWERS
63 / 49

SATURDAY 27
MOSTLY CLOUDY
66 / 52

SUNDAY 28
MOSTLY CLOUDY
75 / 54

THURSDAY 21
WU Racing Car Unveil
Danforth University Center, Tisch Commons, 
5:15 p.m.
WU Racing students will unveil the 
product of hours of engineering and 
manufacturing to the public for the first 
time. The event is open to all Wash. U. 
students, faculty and staff, as well as WU 
Racing sponsors. Free refreshments will be 
provided.
 
Bike to the Future/Movie on Art Hill
Forest Park, Art Hill, 7:45 p.m.
Wash. U.’s first bike-in movie, featuring 
“Back to the Future.” This 1980s-themed 
ride will leave the Danforth Campus at 6:45 
p.m. from two points—the Clocktower on 
the South 40 and Brookings Hall. Helmets 
are required. Food trucks will be available 
during the movie. The event is organized 
by the Office of Sustainability, Alpha Phi 
Omega and the North Side Association.

FRIDAY 22
W.I.L.D.
Brookings Quadrangle, 5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Social Programming Board is proud to host 
to spring W.I.L.D. 2013 featuring Yeasayer, 
Mat Kearney and Atmosphere.

In the Next Room (or The Vibrator Play)
Mallinckrodt Center, Edison Theatre, 8 p.m.
For mature audiences only. The play was 
written by Sarah Ruhl and is directed 
by Henry I. Schvey, professor of drama. 
Tickets are $10 for students, seniors, and 
Wash. U. faculty and staff and $15 general 
admission. Tickets may be purchased 
at the Edison Theatre box office and all 
MetroTix outlets. Also on April 27 at 8 p.m. 
and April 28 at 2 p.m.

SATURDAY 23
Earth Week 2013 Documentary Film 
Screening
Danforth University Center, Room 234, 5 
p.m.
Watch “Cafeteria Man” with the Burning 
Kumquat. The screening is free and open 
to the public. 
 
DDR Night @ the DUC
Danforth University Center, Fun Room 243, 
4 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Come to play Dance Dance Revolution 
(DDR). The event is open to all Wash. U. 
students. 

SUNDAY 24
Department of Music Recital
Graham Chapel, 4:30 p.m.
Senior vocal recital featuring Petra 
Greenridge. The program includes works 
by Brahms, Puccini Gershwin, among 
others, and is free and open to the public.

Stir-Fried 2013: SensasianTV
Simon Hall, May Auditorium, 6:30 p.m.
The Sensasians proudly present the second 
serving of their annual concert. The event 
features songs from Beyonce, The Beatles, 
Mayday, Fish Leong and many more. 
Tickets are $3.

EVENT
CALENDAR

April 20
Drug Offense—At 2:11 p.m., a 
misdemeanor quantity of marijuana 
and paraphernalia was found during 
a backpack check at the entrance to 
ThurtenE Carnival.
Disposition: Summons issued

Disturbance—At 5:30 p.m., an intoxicated 
subject became non-compliant when 
asked to leave ThurtenE Carnival. 
Summons and non-trespass warnings 
were issued.
Disposition: Cleared

April 21
Larceny—At 5:12 p.m., a complainant 
reported a wallet missing from the 
dunking booth at ThurtenE Carnival. The 
contents of the wallet were recovered 
but the currency was missing. The loss is 
valued at $240. 
Disposition: Pending

Larceny—At 6:31 p.m., a complainant 
reported a backpack containing a laptop 
and credit card missing from the storage 
area at ThurtenE Carnival. The loss is 
valued at $620. 
Disposition: Pending
 
April 22
False alarm—At 12:23 a.m., officers 
responded to a trouble alarm at the Kappa 
Sigma House and found that a smoke 
detector had been removed from its 
ceiling location during an unauthorized 
party.
Disposition: Cleared 

POLICE
BEAT

THINKING ABOUT PURSUING A  
DEGREE IN FINANCE? 

 

Master of Finance  
Accelerated Program  

Beginning Summer 2013

Thursday, April 25  
11:30 a.m.

DUC, Room 233

Lunch served by Qdoba
RSVP: natequest@wustl.edu OR 935.8546

Prizes include Campus Bookstore gift cards 
and Einstein Bagel vouchers!

theflipside
HOUSING FROM PAGE 1

a few dozen students who have yet to 
receive housing. But while most have 
already been assigned, many said they 
have found the process difficult.

Sophomore Annie Wang has chosen to 
live off  campus after not being able to get 
on-campus housing with her friends.

“We submitted a petition for five in 
Millbrook [Apartments], and we had 
lower numbers than we’d expected, and 
so it turned out they didn’t have enough 
spots. We tried to see if  we could rear-
range and resubmit our petition, but that 
didn’t work out, so we didn’t end up get-
ting anything,” Wang said. 

“We considered doing Round 3, but we 
were told that we were guaranteed a spot, 
but not necessarily where we wanted or 
with the people we wanted to stay with,” 
she added. “We were really concerned 
about being split up and figured that we’d 
rather live together somewhere off  campus 
because it just seemed like a safer choice.”

Lempfert said that while many students 
may not have received their first choices 
in Round 2, which is for housing on the 
North Side, the problem is not worse than 
last year, just changed.

Last year, Lempfert said, students only 
had trouble securing three-person or four-
person units on the North Side whereas 
this year, ResLife received too many 
applications for housing arrangements of  
nearly every size available.

“In terms of  the total number of  stu-
dents who we weren’t able to place in 
that round, I wouldn’t say that it’s par-
ticularly unusual,” Lempfert said. “It 
just happened to be a more spread-out 
configuration.”

ResLife, however, is not the only on-
campus housing option. And for the 
past several years, the Office of  Student 
Involvement and Leadership, which is 
in charge of  all of  the campus fraternity 
houses, has started to offer housing not 
only for Greek students.

Since Sigma Alpha Mu was kicked off  
campus in 2008, House 1’s beds have been 
used. For the past two years, House 1 has 
been all-female housing. And because 
Washington University no longer recog-
nizes Sig Ep, the fraternity’s current house 
will be similarly repurposed.

House 11 will join House 1 as an all-
female community, with most but not all 
residents being in sororities.

“Because the way some of  the struc-
tures are, [we didn’t] want to go co-ed with 
communal bathrooms,” Dave Wallace, 
coordinator of  Greek housing programs 
and advisor of  the Greek Stands Board, 
said. “And we don’t want our buildings 
like ResLife runs their buildings, where 
ResLife kind of  is tasked with creating 
a community and maintaining the com-
munity through an RA. With our house 
managers, they’re more like facility-esque 
managers.”

“It’s kind of  like having your own house 
with a bunch of  your friends—some that 
you know, some that you don’t—versus a 
residence hall floor style,” Wallace said.

Wallace said he had chosen to fill House 
11—the newer of  the two—first, before 
moving onto House 1. Interested students 
entered a lottery for the spots on Feb. 27, 
after which the spots were opened on a 
first-come, first-serve basis. The office has 
continued to take housing applications 
through at least last week.

Wallace said the procedure was essen-
tially borrowed from four years ago. 

“We felt like this was the best decision 
with the short amount of  time because 
people were already looking at housing 
starting in November, probably October,” 
Wallace said. “We already had a structure 
in place for House 1, so we just kind of  
lobbed it in with House 1 and went for-
ward with that.”

While students are aware of  widespread 
difficulties with housing assignments, 
many have already been placed and are 
comfortable with their arrangements for 
the coming year.

“We got particularly lucky for housing 
because we had really good lottery num-
bers, probably because our group lived in 
[Rubelmann House] freshman year and 
then Hurd [House],” sophomore Arya 
Parhar said. “The process of  being placed 
was really seamless for us—we got one of  
our choices—but I know of  a lot of  friends 
that lived in modern dorms both years that 
ended up having a lot of  trouble with their 
living situations.” 

With additional reporting by Divya Kumar.
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  Part of a student group?  Want to be featured here?
Sign up under “reservations” at studentunion.wustl.edu or email pr@su.wustl.edu.

Mama’s Pot Roast presents....

Knight O Komedy XXXVIV: 

F •r•i•e•n•d•s
 in high places 

Sunday, April 28th • 8pm • Brown 100

Free Improv

SUNDAY, APRIL 28TH 
Kickoff at 10 am

Francis Field
$10 per person 

All proceeds go to the Sunbeam Foundation

Email wustlworldcup@gmail.com  
or visit us at the  

DUC from 11 - 2 on Thursday or Friday.

WUSTL WORLD CUP  5 v 5 Coed Soccer Tournament
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GREEN
FROM PAGE 1

take efforts to turn off  the water 
while they brushed their teeth, 
while the people I live with here 
don’t really do that,” Parhar 
said. “I know people that just 
throw things away, without a 
care about whether it’s in the 
right trash can or not. It seems 
like Wash. U. itself  really tries 
to emphasize sustainability, but 
there are still a lot of  students 
that don’t seem to follow up on 
the efforts.”

Valko said the rankings are 
important because, in the long 
term, they can lead to a more 
green-conscious student body.

“Part of  the value that I see 
in rankings like this Princeton 
Review ranking is it has the 
potential to help build a feed-
back loop where prospective 
students [looking at the ratings] 
are those same students, when 
they’re at the institution, [who] 
are very actively engaged and 
helping the effort to make the 
institution more sustainable,” 
Valko said.

“And it gives all of  us work-
ing hard on it…a really nice pat 
on the back for the progress we 
have made,” he added.

Soto said that while some 
ranking metrics vary from year 
to year, The Princeton Review is 
trying to maintain consistency 
to give schools solid bench-
marks for improvement.

“Generally the method has 
remained the same—we think 
it really allows schools to mea-
sure their own progress when it 
comes to becoming a sustain-
able institution,” Soto said. “It 
is constantly evolving, but we 
think we have a pretty good han-
dle on the methodology.”

With additional reporting by 
Divya Kumar.

The Green Events 
Commission’s first-ever Earth 
Week is intended to raise aware-
ness of  sustainability issues on 
campus and educate students by 
means of  different events and 
information sessions.

The themed week began with 
a kick-off  in Edison Family 
Courtyard on Monday, which 
was also Earth Day. Different 
environmental and sustain-
ability groups set up booths 
with activities or fliers to 
help students find out ways to 
become involved and how to 
become more sustainable in 
their everyday lives. The GEC 
also encouraged green groups 
on campus to participate in 
the week by putting on differ-
ent events or informational 
sessions.

“We want to show the campus 
the sustainability community’s 
presence, but we also want to 
educate them on these issues,” 
GEC co-chair and sophomore 
Anna Deming said. “The point 
of  this week is to provide the 
green community some expo-
sure on campus in a fun way.”

“We have a pretty good green 
community, and a large percent-
age of  the student body is pretty 
supportive of  green initiatives, 
but we hope this week will just 
help to further that response,” 
Deming added. “Wash. U. has 
a long way to go to being more 
sustainable, but our community 
in general seems eager to head 
down that path.” 

Sophomore Libby Mohr, 
communications and education 
coordinator of  The Burning 
Kumquat, the on-campus farm, 
said the Kumquat booth saw a 

lot of  traffic during the event.
“There were a ton of  people 

walking through, and we were 
hosting worm races, and it 
ended up being a riot,” she said. 
“A lot of  races were really close, 
and people seemed to be get-
ting really into it. It was a really 
exciting way of  getting people 
riled up for the week.”

On Monday night, a climate 
change panel took place in 
Tisch Commons, featuring five 
professors from different depart-
ments who discussed how their 
fields focused on sustainability 
and issues pertaining to climate 
change. 

Bon Appetit will be hosting 
low-carbon food demonstra-
tions in the Danforth University 
Center and Bear’s Den through-
out the week. A Washington 
University Cooperative-hosted 
picnic will take place on 
Thursday at the Gingko Walk 
from 12-1:30 p.m., followed by 
a “Bike to the Future” bike-in 
movie event on Art Hill showing 
the movie “Back to the Future.” 

A sustainable food discussion 
and Inklings workshop occurred 
on Wednesday, and the week 
concludes on Saturday with a 
Burning Kumquat work day 
from 2-4 p.m. and a documen-
tary film screening of  “Cafeteria 
Man,” which discusses the 
Baltimore school area’s switch 
to healthier and more sustain-
able food.

“Access to information about 
sustainable food is really impor-
tant, and there’s no way to get 
around it,” Mohr said. “A signif-
icant portion of  climate change 
is attributable to agriculture, so 
the way we produce and what 
we produce is a really important 
thing for people to be aware of. 
The documentary provides good 

insight into those facts.”  
A bike tune-up and Tote 

Green reusable bag deco-
rating event will take place 
during the day on Thursday, 
and an electronics-free eve-
ning of  board games, hosted 
by the Environmental Justice 
Initiative, will be held Thursday 
evening.

Sophomore Melanie Stern 
said she did not initially know 

Earth Week was happening but 
was interested in how different 
student groups were collaborat-
ing to celebrate the week.

“I was eating lunch at the 
DUC and saw all the different 
groups putting things on,” she 
said. “I talked to a few of  them, 
and it was really cool to see how 
different groups are going green 
in different ways.”

Inaugural ‘Earth Week’ highlights sustainability
DIVYA KUMAR
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

The Tivoli Theatre on the Delmar Loop advertises an event to clean up the 
Loop on April 22. Activities throughout the area celebrated Earth Day with the 
first-ever Earth Week.

RAHEE NERURKAR | STUDENT LIFE
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Twitter and the new future of journalism 
STAFF EDITORIAL

O
n April 15, 2013, at 2:49 
p.m. EST, two bombs 
exploded on Boylston 
Street near the finish 

line of the Boston Marathon. Within 
seconds, the Twittersphere was 
abuzz. Between 4:06 and 7:04 p.m. 
that day, more than 500,000 tweets 
with the #BostonMarathon hashtag 
flooded Twitter. According to a loca-
tion map constructed by a Syracuse 
University professor and student, 
only about 200 of these tweets 
originated from the Boston area, 
conveying everything from prayers 
to photos to 140-characters-or-fewer 
first-hand accounts of the blasts. 
While traditional media outlets 
must verify incoming information, 
Twitter acts as the everyman’s news 
desk, allowing untrained citizens to 

disperse oftentimes unsubstantiated 
information quickly. Twitter makes 
us a nonstop news society in which 
everyone is a journalist.

Twitter has cultivated a primarily 
egalitarian digital society. It’s pro-
vided a tiny megaphone to millions 
of people who, with simple access to 
the Internet, can provide windows 
into their microcosms with bite-sized 
news in real time. Though follower 
counts may vary, from Justin Bieber’s 
38,077,131, as of Wednesday eve-
ning, to Student Life Sports’ 308, no 
user is more accessible than another 
when live-streaming hashtags. This 
near-unparalleled parity can do more 
harm than good, though.

In the hours following the bombs’ 
wake, unscrupulous tweeters created 
numerous fake Twitter accounts. 

Some sought to provide a voice 
to the bombers. Others, like the 
faux @_BostonMarathon handle, 
promised to donate money for every 
retweet and favorite they received. 
Even not intentionally malicious 
accounts, such as those operated 
by Twitter-users-turned-reporters, 
dispersed inaccurate information 
that misled the public or, in conjunc-
tion with online police scanners, 
publicized information that could 
have disrupted police apprehension 
of the suspects.

It would be foolish to underesti-
mate the power Twitter currently 
possesses. Barely a week after the 
Boston Marathon attacks, the 
Associated Press Twitter feed was 
hacked when a staffer opened a well-
crafted phishing email. Before the 

AP could get its account suspended, 
the hackers broadcast “Breaking: 
Two Explosions in the White House 
and Barack Obama is injured” to 
the AP’s 1.8 million followers, who 
began retweeting the message. In 
the two minutes before the AP and 
the White House could confirm 
that the tweet was fake, the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average plummeted 
more than 140 points, temporarily 
depleting $200 billion of value from 
stock markets. Though the market 
rebounded almost immediately after 
the tweet’s message was disproved, 
this drastic economic shift exempli-
fies Twitter’s current clout not only 
in the microblogging world but also 
in the fiscal realm.

Twitter represents an emerging 
trend of immediacy over quality 

in the Age of Information. Twitter 
and its fellow user-driven sites allow 
instant access to information as 
users glean and upload informa-
tion themselves. Reddit incorrectly 
accused a Brown University student 
as the second suspect through its 
“Findthebostonbombers” thread, 
and the New York Post ran a 
front-page photo of two men based 
on Reddit tips. In the rush of the 
Internet’s need-to-know, fact check-
ing comes at a timely premium. As 
Twitter user Matt Roller wrote after 
the attack, “Twitter does its best 
work in the first five minutes after a 
disaster, and its worst in the twelve 
hours after that.” We should aim 
to balance the demands of instant 
information with the quality control 
of more traditional media.

I
t’s disappointing that 
Chancellor Mark Wrighton, 
who has shared his home 
with cats and surely under-

stands their kind and gentle 
nature, would allow Washington 
University to continue subjecting 
these sensitive animals to crude 
and painful medical training drills 
that do not help trainees learn 
how to properly intubate babies. 
Washington University has the 
dubious distinction of  being the 
last remaining medical facility in 
the country to continue using cats 
for teaching this procedure, yet 
published studies show that human 
simulation methods are pedagogi-
cally superior to using animals. 

 As an alumnus, I will not 
donate any money to Washington 
University—despite its repeated 
requests—as long as it stubbornly 
insists on clinging to barbaric train-
ing procedures on cats. 
 
Shalin G. Gala
Washington University B.A. in 
Anthropology, ‘03
Laboratory Methods Specialist
Laboratory Investigations Division
People for the Ethical Treatment of  
Animals (PETA)

PETA ‘expose’ 
continues fight 
against WU 
cat labs
SHALIN G. GALA
CLASS OF 2003
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walk into the club like 
what up

i got a big 

SOCK
BRANDON POGROB | STUDENT LIFE

Washington U.: 
Taking the fun

out of campus life
since 1853

M
y four years at 
Wash. U. have 
been a period of  
numerous ups and 

downs, self-inflicted and otherwise. 
The University has changed since 
my arrival; the oozing abscess that 
was Eliot Hall has been demol-
ished, a new pink castle rising in its 
place, and the South 40 has been 
transformed from an unnavigable 
construction zone into a whimsical 
St. Louis Disneyland-lite. I have, 
however, also noticed a disturbing 
trend over the past four years, and 
that is a discernible effort on the 
part of the administration to, in 
an effort to cut costs and burnish 
the University’s image, suck some 
of the life and diversity out of this 
school.

The class of 2013 is the last that 
remembers when tobacco was 
permitted on campus, and we are 
the last that fondly remembers the 
smoking Koreans, loitering at all 
hours outside the library, as well as 
the freshmen who were perpetu-
ally posted-up outside of Lee and 
Beaumont Houses, dragging on 
death. Tobacco was subsequently 

banned in a poorly disguised effort 
to lower healthcare costs for Wash. 
U. employees, and the University 
has homogenized as a result. There 
is no longer the opportunity to bond 
with an otherwise-insular commu-
nity over a common addiction, and 
thus smokers have been discour-
aged from attending. This naturally 
impacts members of lower socio-
economic classes more as they are 
disproportionately more likely to be 
smokers, and the stereotype of the 
rich white Wash. U. bubble-dweller 
has become more accurate.

Similarly, the drug-friendly 
community, never huge in the 
freshman class, has been adversely 
affected. Smokers are more likely 
to, if  not partake in other drugs, at 
least be more open-minded toward 
them than are their non-smoking 
counterparts, and their banish-
ment from campus eliminates an 
important, progressive viewpoint 
that the University makes every 
effort to squelch, the success of  
which is apparent in the lack of any 
pro-legalization student group. The 
University isn’t just promoting a 
rich, white student body; it wants 
one that is straightlaced, too.

This is also visible in the 
University’s violently anti-fraternity 

policy. Fraternities have been getting 
kicked off campus for decades for 
minor infractions, and when in the 
1980s Sigma Alpha Mu didn’t want 
to sell its house so Wash. U. could 
build Simon Hall, the place mysteri-
ously burned down that summer. 
This year alone saw the disbanding 
of Sammy and the suspension of  
two other fraternities, one for minor 
hazing and throwing unauthorized 
parties (the horror)—discovered via 
questionable means—and another 
for committing racist activities 
that the University didn’t bother 
to check up on until after the fact 
(hint: no proven racist activities 
occurred).  The school goes to 
great pains to limit the expansion 
of Greek life on campus - the caps 
on fraternity pledge classes are 
evidence of that - and this can be 
chalked up to a desire to cultivate 
a lightly-partying, exclusively 
academically-minded student 
body.  As if, with our bi-annual day 
drinking, as opposed to every other 
university on the planet, we were in 
any danger of being otherwise.

In addition to attacking frater-
nities, a nexus of drinking and 
partying, the University has adopted 
a policy of stifling alcohol con-
sumption. For more than a decade, 

W.I.L.D. was held on Saturdays 
until it was moved back to Friday 
in 2011 to discourage day drinking. 
Further, students 21 and older are 
no longer permitted to bring a six-
pack of beer to the event, as was the 
case until my junior year; instead, 
they are given three free beers, cour-
tesy of the University. It’s nice not 
to have to pay, but the underlying 
motive—halve the number of beers 
to discourage drunkenness and take 
extra steps in preventing underage 
drinking—is obvious.

The effect of all of this, of course, 
is to create a bland, homogeneous 
student body. Naturally, one can 
have fun without drinking, smok-
ing or doing other drugs, but is 
the ability to engage in both so 
offensive? Unless the University 
reverses course—and soon—we 
will be a completely upper-class, 
elitist, close-minded community 
with a fun-loving reputation akin to 
that of the University of Chicago. 
Of course, that seems to be the 
University’s goal, and the brilliant 
part of being a university is that 
every year 25 percent of potentially 
disgruntled students—and all of  
those who remember the more 
lenient practices of four years 
prior—disappear into the ether.

MATT CURTIS
FORUM EDITOR

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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thumbs 
down

thumbs 
up

Thumbs down to the professors 
for piling on the papers, presen-
tations and tests this week.

Thumbs down to the new Whis-
pers Cafe video camera. Nobody 
wants to see what happens 
there, especially after-hours. 

Thumbs down to the seniors 
leaving us. We don’t want any 
new freshmen; we just finished 
breaking in this batch. 

Thumbs up to advance screen-
ings of movies for college stu-
dents. Here’s to you, “Monsters 
University.”

Thumbs up to the sailing club for 
overcoming the fact that Mis-
souri is landlocked.

Thumbs up to W.I.L.D. on Friday. 
We had to have something to 
distract us from all those final 
papers. 

th
umbs up thumbs dow

n

A
t any given point 
during the day, 
someone might be 
watching you. In a 

straight-up “1984” way. Not just 
that hottie in Whispers Cafe, but 
some random person drinking 
Mountain Dew as his glazed 
eyes take in every movement of  
your nubile limbs. I mean, the 
gazer could just as easily be a 
Selena Gomez look-alike, but 
how likely is that? Unfortunately, 
this isn’t just the setup for a 
half-baked totalitarian allegory. 
The new webcam in Whispers, 
a very-low-resolution camera 
that gives the viewer a live video 
feed of  Whispers, can easily 
be accessed online through the 
Wash. U. libraries website. The 
latest addition to Wash. U.’s 
amazing surveillance system 
is supposed to show you how 
crowded Whispers is because 
that might influence how likely 
you are to go there. It’s mostly 
just weird, if  not unexpected; 
in the age of  Twitter, Facebook 
and Skype, we’re all constantly 
watching each other. I suppose 
it’s natural that the University 
has decided to jump on board; 
it’s just chosen a very bizarre 
way to do it, and I’m not really 
sure what message the University 
is trying to send, apart from 
“we’re technologically hip” and 

“the Panopticon is real, so watch 
your back.” At any rate, the 
future is here, and it’s kind of  
grainy.

These live feeds can be 
distinguished from the security 
cameras already installed on 
campus in that they are available 
to the general public and serve 
very little, if  any, real purpose 
other than voyeuristic impulse. 
The other live video feeds on 
Wash. U.’s website, cheerfully 
titled “Live View From [Popular 
Campus area],” are less grainy 
than the Whispers camera. 
However, the people who show 
up on the feed are tiny, so it’s 
pretty much impossible to tell 
who they are—though you can 
tell basic facts about clothes and 
hair color. Our classmates move 
stiffly past Graham Chapel (I 
can’t tell if  this is the fault of  
WUFI or the video quality in 
general). It’s a little bizarre that 
Wash. U. seems to think this 
will attract prospective students; 
these “live views” are cheerfully 
juxtaposed with campus tour 
information. 

I have several beefs with the 
Whispers camera in particular. 
First of  all, there is no shot of  
the line area. How am I sup-
posed to know when to get my 
soy non-fat mocha? Second of  
all, the video quality is really 
poor—so poor that is it unclear 
what is a person and what 
is a chair, and therefore it’s 

impossible to tell if  Whispers is 
actually crowded. Eventually, 
though, the video quality 
will have to get better if  the 
University doesn’t want to 
simply embarrass itself, and the 
creepiness factor will be rapidly 
dialed up. 

These cameras obviously fill 
some sort of  perceived need to 
know what’s going on all the 
time, everywhere. We all have a 
fascination with up-to-date infor-
mation whether it be national 
news or what the people we fol-
low on Twitter ate for breakfast. 
This culture of  surveillance 
isn’t all Orwellian. Actually, 
it’s basically neutral in itself: its 
specific instances of  surveillance 
aren’t positive or negative but a 
muddy combination of  the two. 
Recently, the Boston bomb-
ings case was solved, in part, 
by surveillance, but also com-
plicated by it. The sub-Reddit 
thread “Findthebostonbombers” 
shared pictures and identities 
of  suspects, the vast majority of  
whom had nothing to do with 
the bombings. Now, Wash. U.‘s 
adorable little live feeds are 
essentially boring and decorative, 
technological embellishment for 
its own sake. At least for now, 
they’re just a reinforcement of  
what we already know—that we 
have a need to see and observe 
constantly. It’s hard to imagine 
how much more information we 
can all take in.

You’re being watched...
ladies (and gents)

NATALIE VILLALON
SENIOR FORUM EDITOR
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Despite a late-game rally, 
the Washington University 
baseball team could not 
overcome a 10-run defi-
cit and had its three-game 
win streak snapped by 
No. 10 Webster University 
Wednesday at Kelly Field. 

In a game postponed by 
rain on Tuesday, Webster 
jumped on the Bears’ pitch-
ing for all of  its runs in the 
first five innings. Wash. U. 
put seven on the scoreboard 
from the bottom of  the fifth 
onward, but it was too little, 
too late. 

“It’s a tough loss, but I 
was very impressed with 
how we battled back,” 
head coach Steve Duncan 
said. “It’s pretty easy when 
you’re down 10 runs early 
in the game to just throw in 
the towel. We didn’t do that 
at all.”

The Bears had won five 
of  their last six contests, 
including an 8-6 win over 
then-No. 15 Webster on 
April 6. The only loss since 
came against Division I St. 
Louis University, 5-4. 

The Bears fell to 20-12 on 
the season and 2-2 in its sea-
son series against Webster. 

Wash. U. freshman start-
ing pitcher Chris Sanderson 
recorded only four outs 
before Webster knocked 
him out of  the game by 
scoring five runs. Bears’ 
relievers and seniors Taylor 
Berman and Max Gordon 
gave up five more runs 
in 4.2 innings combined, 
though only one crossed the 
plate earned. 

Junior Andrew Dwoskin 
led the Bears’ offensive 
efforts with a 3-5 day at 
the plate. Sophomore Zack 
Kessinger chipped in two 
RBI, as did freshman Max 
Golembo. 

Webster opened the door 
for the Bears with four 
errors, but the Red and 
Green committed three of  
their own. 

“We know that we need 
to play a lot better than we 
did, especially early in the 
game,” Duncan said. “We 
didn’t pitch well; we didn’t 
play good defense; we 
didn’t have good at-bats, so 
that’s not a recipe for suc-
cess. The expectation was 

to win because we know 
we’re every bit as good as 
[Webster].”

Potent hitting has been 
one of  the Bears’ potent 
facets lately, with at least 
seven runs scored in seven 
of  the past eight games, 
but Duncan was not totally 
satisfied with his team’s 
offensive effort Wednesday. 

“We’re still giving away 
some at-bats,” he said. “We 
had a couple chances today 
to get hit by a pitch or to 
take a walk. We ended up 
swinging at pitches outside 
the strike zone...The posi-
tive side is that we did have 
a lot of  very good at-bats 
where we hit the ball hard.”

The Bears have a cru-
cial four-game series at 
University of  Chicago on 
Saturday and Sunday. 

“The way we played these 
last four or five innings 
[against Webster] is the way 
we’re capable of  playing, 
and if  we do that against 
Chicago, I would expect to 
do very well in that series,” 
Duncan said. “However, 
Chicago is an excellent 
team, too, so it just depends 
on how we play.”
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While scanning College 
Confidential four years ago 
as a high school senior, avid 
sailor and senior Michael 
Rudokas discovered that his 
nautical opportunities would 
not have to evaporate in 
the Midwest—Washington 
University’s website men-
tioned a sailing club. 

In fact, Wash. U. has had 
a sailing program since 1949, 
according to documents 
the team dug out from the 
Women’s Building this year, 
making it one of the oldest 

club sports at the University. 
But for students without 
Rudokas’ vested interest in 
the sport, the existence of a 
competitive sailing program 
at a school in landlocked 
Missouri could come as a 
great surprise. 

Indeed, the team has gone 
through starts and fits—it dis-
appeared for about 20 years 
from the 1970s to 1990s but 
hosted a regatta as recently as 
the early 2000s. 

Now, the team holds full-
day practices two to three 
times per semester at Carlyle 
Lake in Illinois, plus the occa-
sional classroom training 

session on campus, and 
competes in one regatta per 
semester. 

Rudokas is co-commo-
dore—the sailing equivalent 
of team captain—alongside 
sophomore Molly Prothero.  

A native of Mercer Island, 
located just outside Seattle on 
Lake Washington, Rudokas 
started sailing at age eight, 
founded a club team at his 
high school and has experi-
ence as an instructor. His 
college decision ultimately 
came down to choosing 
between the University of  
Washington for its sailing 
program or Wash. U. for its 
academics. 

Growing up in Cape Cod, 
Mass., Prothero sailed on her 
high school’s varsity team.  

“It was definitely something 
that I really wanted when I 
came to college, so when I 
wound up at Wash. U., that 
was kind of a big downside 
for me that there was only this 
club team,” she said. 

The team’s size and infor-
mation available about it 
online have grown signifi-
cantly since Prothero came 
to campus in the fall of 2012. 
Rudokas has worked to revive 
the program since his sopho-
more year after a downward 
cycle in the commitment of  
team leadership.

The squad now has 10 to 
12 core members and around 
30 participants who attend 
practices or regattas. The 
experience levels range from 

competitive to casual to out-
right beginner. 

Junior Morgan Carlile was 
among those beginners when 
he joined. 

“Just to drive home the 
fact that this club really does 
take anyone and will take you 
where you are at your skill 
level, my first time on any sail-
boat at anytime was racing in 
our first regatta,” Carlile said. 
“Michael Rudokas was teach-
ing me at the same time as 
racing competitively in a col-
legiate match, and we didn’t 
come in last.”

On the other hand, co-
commodores Rudokas and 
Prothero represent a segment 
of the Wash. U. squad with an 
extensive background in the 

sport. 
“That’s a decision that a lot 

of the people make,” Rudokas 
said, referring to the choice of  
attending a school known for 
sailing or Wash. U. “[They 
like] sailing, but academics 
or other interests are more 
important. But when they get 
here, they realize they really 
miss sailing or really want 
to try to get sailing once in a 
while. So they come and find 
us.”

Wash. U. is part of the 
Midwest Collegiate Sailing 
Association, which includes 
Big Ten schools like the 
Universities of Wisconsin and 
Illinois. Sailing is a popular 
pastime in states bordering the 
Great Lakes, so Wisconsin’s 
program is one of the best in 
the region. 

Despite a mishap in regis-
tration that drew the ire of the 
Wisconsin sailors, Wash. U. 
defeated the regional power 
in September’s Davis Cup 
regatta, placing third out of 11 
schools.  

“Wisconsin is usually the 
top team in our district, and 
they are very competitive,” 
Rudokas said. “So when we 
beat them last semester, they 
were not happy.”

Most recently, Wash. U. 
competed in the Hoosier 
Daddy Regatta from April 
13-14, hosted by Indiana 
University. Wash. U. won a 
tiebreaker with the University 
of Iowa’s second team to fin-
ish second out of four teams. 

Each school’s “A” team and 
“B” team contribute equally to 

the scoring at regattas. Teams 
consist of one rotating crew 
member and a skipper, who is 
usually the more experienced 
sailor. During the regatta, 
teams also rotate boats 
between sets of races  

“If you sailed your own 
boat, then it wouldn’t really 
be fair because teams like 
Wisconsin, which has thou-
sands of dollars of funding, 
can buy really nice boats,” 
Rudokas said. “In sailing, 
boats can make a really huge 
difference, and our boats 
aren’t bad—they’ve just seen 
better days.”

The sailing club is hoping 
to compete in two regattas per 
semester next year. In order 
to prevent another downturn 
in enthusiasm after Rudokas 
and other members of the 
current leadership group grad-
uate, the team has enlisted 
Residential College Director 
Nate Rosenblum as a faculty 
advisor.  

Though Rosenblum is on 
board and many of Wash. 
U.’s more seasoned sailors 
can lead the team in train-
ing because of their previous 
experience as instructors, they 
are still hoping to find a coach. 

“It would be really nice 
to have someone who can 
improve even our top-level 
guys because that would make 
a huge difference,” Rudokas 
said. “We kind of have this 
feeling right now that we can 
help each other out, but it’s 
not until we get that coach 
that we can start becoming a 
really competitive team.”

Sailing club moving forward
ALEX LEICHENGER
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

ALEX LEICHENGER
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Baseball’s rally against Webster falls just short
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Members of the Washington University Sailing Club pose for a group photo with a toilet seat com-
memorating the Hoosier Daddy Regatta. The sailing club finished second after winning a tiebreaker 
with the University of Iowa.

A sail boat owned by the Washington University sailing club 
travels on Carlyle Lake in Illinois. The team practices two to three 
times per semester on the lake.

BRIAN BENTON | STUDENT LIFE
Senior Ryan Furtick delivers a pitch in the seventh inning against No. 10 Webster University on 
Wednesday afternoon. Furtick pitched a 1-2-3 inning to keep the Bears in the game, but Webster 
held on for a 10-7 victory.



Many view college as 
the place you learn how to 
change the world around 
you—a place to learn skills 
for the “real” world to take 
with you once you graduate. 
However, people often fail to 
see the opportunities avail-
able to make a change in 
their environment now. One 
such opportunity, to serve 
as an undergraduate advisor 
to the board of  trustees, was 
awarded to rising seniors 
Sean Dula and Tiffini Hyatt. 

Each year, two rising 
juniors or seniors are chosen 
as the voice of  the student 
body to the board of  trustees 
to represent the undergradu-
ate experience and offer a 
view not seen otherwise. 
The program for under-
graduate advisors began in 
the 1970s, and, due to its 
popularity and success, a 
graduate advising program 
was instated in the 1990s. 
A committee selects four 
finalists, and then members 
of  the board, after extensive 
interviews, choose the two 
advisors. 

Justin Carroll, dean of  
students and chair of  the 
committee for undergradu-
ate advisors to the board, 
said, “I look for students 
that can represent the under-
graduate experience. It’s 
really hard because there’s 
only two of  them, and the 
amount of  ways in which 
the undergraduates get 
involved in this community 
is quite diverse.”

Because the undergradu-
ate students at Wash. U. are 
so diverse in their interests, 
it’s only natural that the 
“undergraduate experience” 
takes many forms. More 
importantly than breadth 
of  interest, the committee 
searches for depth. Whether 
someone is a president 
of  a club, varsity athlete, 
volunteer or participant in 
undergraduate research, 
each activity demonstrates 
and represents a different 
facet of  the student body. 
Carroll added, “I think that’s 
one of  the neat things when 
you see who gets chosen. 
Often, they are students that 
are engaged in very different 
undergraduate activities and 
complement each other.”

In addition to being 
involved on campus, the 
applicants must be good 
communicators. As the 
spokespeople of  the under-
graduate experience, these 
advisors are responsible 
for translating the issues of  
the student body to board 
members in a clear and 
concise manner. “It’s impor-
tant to be comfortable and 
respond in a way that you 
will be understood,” Carroll 
emphasized. 

Over the years, the fun-
damentals of  the program 
have remained constant with 
a few minor adjustments. 
For example, current first-
year students are no longer 
eligible, emphasizing the 
importance of  experience. 
There was even a time when 
students studying abroad 
were deemed to have an 
“extreme disadvantage” and 
discouraged from applying.

However, as Carroll 
explained, “The University 
encourages as a part of  the 
students’ education to par-
ticipate in these programs 
abroad. We felt we were 
losing a lot of  really great 
candidates.” In fact, Dula, 

one of  this year’s chosen 
advisors, applied from 
abroad via Skype. 

Dula, an architecture 
student with experience with 
Student Union, the Catholic 
Student Center and Beta 
Theta Pi fraternity and a 
future Residential Advisor 
on the South 40, spoke to 
Student Life from Florence, 
Italy, where he is completing 
the last week of  his semester 
abroad. 

After finding out about 
the position his sophomore 
year, it was always “on 
[his] radar,” he claimed. “I 
wanted to offer my expe-
rience as a rising senior 
involved in lots of  activities 
around campus and bring 
my viewpoint and see what I 
could contribute.”

Hyatt currently serves as 
an RA on the second floor 
of  Lien House, sings in 
chamber a cappella group 
More Fools Than Wise, 
was a member of  sopho-
more honorary Lock and 
Chain, is a leader of  the 
Public Speaking for Service 
Club at Brittany Woods 
Middle School and is a civic 
scholar for the Gephardt 

Institute for Public Service. 
In her advisor position, she 
hopes “to be a part of  the 
conversation about things 
going on at the highest level 
of  the administration. But 
going through the interview 
process, I’m also looking 
forward to the learning piece 
of  it—see how all the cogs 
turn.” 

At the end of  the year, the 
two advisors are given the 
opportunity to present to the 
board of  trustees one issue 
they find to be most salient 
among undergraduates. This 
year, advisors Mamatha 
Challa and Josh Aiken will 
present on mental health. 

Dula, although still in 
the brainstorming phase, 
believes the main issues 
plaguing the community 
right now include rising 
tuition, lack of  diversity 
and academic advising. “It’s 
pretty difficult, “ he said, 
“so I’m glad I have a year to 
think about it. This is a big 
task, but I’m excited to take 
it on.”

Hyatt echoed many of  
these ideas and hopes to 
focus on socioeconomic 
diversity. “There is a lot 

that can happen between 
now and the end of  the year 
that could change what 
I want to talk about, but 
honestly, something I’m 
most interested in, trig-
gered by the incident in 
Bear’s Den, is how we as a 
university can help give the 
students the vocabulary to 
discuss diversity, inclusion 
and sensitivity. Somehow 
incorporating that into the 
first-year program could be 
very exciting,” she said.

More than anything, Dula 
and Hyatt want to stay con-
nected to the student body in 
any way they can. “If  there 
is anything people think 
is pressing...they can feel 
free to contact me,” Hyatt 
stressed.

Dula emphasized this 
point: “One of  the reasons 
I chose this position—one 
of  the things I’ve learned 
at Wash. U.—is to be a 
liaison between different 
groups. I want to hear from 
everyone.”

To contact Dula, email 
him at sean.dula@wustl.
edu. 

To contact Hyatt, email 
her at Thyatt@wustl.edu.
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WORD
ON THE STREET

Rori Bridge
sophomore

“I will be working in 
Uganda with a public 
health non-profit 
organization gaining 
practical experience 
in grassroots devel-
opment and imple-
menting public health 
outfit initiatives.”

Alex Ranney
freshman

“I’m doing a part-
time internship with 
the undergraduate 
dean of the [Olin] 
Business School 
working on commu-
nity programming 
for the summer and 
next year.”

Charlie Yaris
freshman
 
“I’ll be balancing 
my love for water 
skiing while taking 
classes at [New York 
University].”What are your plans for the 

summer? 

Jonathan Friedman
freshman

“I’m working at a 
biology research lab 
at the [Washington 
University School of 
Medicine] with ion 
channels and mouse 
cardiac cells. Love 
you, Mom. Wait, don’t 
include that.”

Lucy Swan
junior

“My family has a 
house in Red Lodge, 
Mont., so I’m going 
to stay there and 
waitress at a restau-
rant.”

Jennifer Kenkel
senior
 
“I’m doing a bridge 
program between 
undergrad and 
graduate school at 
Texas A&M [Univer-
sity].”

Jae Lee 
freshman

“I’ll be bartending in 
Pensacola, Fla. Oh, 
and tutoring kids for 
the SAT, too.”

CAROLINE LUDEMAN
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR

Undergraduate advisors to the board of trustees: 
Bridging the gap between students and faculty

In honor of  the fast-
approaching spring W.I.L.D., 
Student Life put together a 
handy schedule to get through 
this Friday. 

10:40 a.m.: Intend on wak-
ing up early to pre-game 
lab work. End up off  by 
approximately two hours. 

11:15 a.m.: Stumble into 
the Village to take advan-
tage of  free pancakes. 
Regret existence and the 
paper you put off  for this. 

2:12 p.m.: Somehow three 
hours got lost in the vortex. 
Wander into the mysteri-
ous land filled with free 
cupcakes and BBQ known 
as the Swamp. 

6:45 p.m.: You may have 
missed Yeasayer, but at least 
you’re in time to swoon 
over the sweet musical 
stylings of  Mat Kearney. 
Somehow you end up yell-
ing along to the music using 
the lyrics to a Jack Johnson 
tune. 

10:20 p.m.: Pass out in the 
bushes in front of  Steinberg 
Hall.

*Student Life does not endorse 
the consumption of  alcoholic 
beverages to excess or by the 
underaged. 

LEAH KUCERA | STUDENT LIFE

LEAH KUCERA
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
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WU Racing members are hold-
ing their first major unveiling of a 
car they say is their best yet, just two 
weeks before they take it to Detroit 
for an international college racing 
competition.

Group members said they have 
spent thousands of hours and about 
$46,000 on the as-yet untested car 
that they will consider a success if  it 
makes it through the May competi-
tion’s endurance test, which involves 
going 22 miles around a track with 
one driver switch in the middle. 

They hope the 5:15 p.m. 
Thursday afternoon unveiling in 
Tisch Commons will increase the 
group’s status on campus and pro-
vide them with an opportunity to 
thank their corporate sponsors, 
which include Boeing and Monster 
Energy drinks.

“We get a lot of  our funding from 
SU [Student Union], but we also get 
a lot of  our funding from outside 
companies that either give us mone-
tary donations, or a lot of times they 
just give us parts or services,” senior 
Tyler Willibrand, vice president of  
corporate and sponsor relations, 
said. “One of our goals this year is 
to get more public recognition but 
also more recognition on campus.”

From 1:30-3:30 p.m., Monster 
will be handing out free energy 

drinks outside the Danforth 
University Center to promote the 
unveiling, where teammates will 
present the car at an event open to 
students and faculty, with food and 
refreshments provided. 

Willibrand said the group hopes 
the unveiling in a very public place 
on campus—as compared to last 
year’s low-key unveiling by the 
School of  Engineering—will help 
them become a known campus 
competition group, improving 
recruitment efforts and sponsorship 
opportunities. 

“It takes a lot of  people on the 
team to do this in a year, to build 
a whole race car,” Willibrand 
said. “Also we just kind of want to 
become sort of  a higher status sym-
bol on campus—one, just because 
it’s nice to be that and then also 
reasons of funding. We think if  we 
can build our name that it’ll be a lot 
easier to get sponsors that maybe 
will have heard about us.”

The team of about 20 students 
spends about 40-60 hours per week 
on a project that is not only unpaid, 
but sometimes involves members 
buying smaller parts out of  pocket. 
They spend most of  the fall semes-
ter designing the car and begin 
manufacturing the car toward the 
end of the year through the follow-
ing semester. 

While the car is made as sim-
ple as possible to meet the entry 

requirements, one of the car’s most 
unique features is a wood grain 
dashboard; most racecar dashboards 
are made of thin metal.

“The heavier weeks are more 
like 80-100 hours in a week, and 
then sometimes they take the car 
away from us to go do work in other 
places, we don’t get to do any work 
on it,” senior Matt Monson, chief  
engineer, said.

Last year was the first year the 
team ever made a car in one year; a 
steering issue kept them from mak-
ing it through the endurance test. 
This year, their car is not only bet-
ter-constructed but also 100 pounds 
lighter. 

Members estimate that their 470-
pound car will probably get about 
80 horsepower and while car speed 
will help determine who wins the 
competition, their car will likely 
average about 30 mph and never top 
70 mph. If  they are able to make 
it through the endurance competi-
tion, they will be one of the top few 
dozen teams.

“The ultimate goal is to have the 
lightest and fastest car, but that’s 
pretty unrealistic for most of  the 
cars that compete,” senior Steven 
Schleibaum, co-team lead for sus-
pension, said. “In order to have a 
car that will have the fastest times, 
you’ll have to sink a lot of  money 
into it.”

They construct the car in Jolley 

Hall in the School of  Engineering, 
where lab technician Patrick 
Harkins helps them troubleshoot 
some of their more difficult manu-
facturing problems. While WU 
Racing has never had a major 
safety issue and members say the 
safety requirements are rigorous, 
the Pennsylvania State University’s 
student team had their car burst into 
flames at last year’s competition.

“A lot of  the manufacturing 
goes beyond our capabilities,” 
Schleibaum added. “So our goal 
this year is to finish endurance, 
which will put us in the top 30 
teams, which is a huge goal for this 
being the second car that we’ve 
made in a year.”

The Formula SAE (FSAE), for-
merly the Society of Automotive 
Engineers, competition begins on 
May 9. They will be competing 
against 119 other teams in static 
events, such as design judging and a 
business presentation, and dynamic 
events—straight-line acceleration 
and endurance tests, among others.

Some of the international teams 
they will be competing against, they 
said, are students at the equivalent 
of  graduate schools, whose teams 
have around 100 members. 

“A lot of  Germany’s best teams 
will come over and compete here as 
well after they compete in Germany, 
and one of the teams that got sec-
ond place last year, they’re actually 

building a custom engine with 
AMG in Germany this year—just 
for their car. It’s pretty ridiculous 
that some of the teams we go up 
against have resources like that,” 
Monson said.

Junior Brian Chang, vice presi-
dent of  manufacturing, said the 
team’s main purpose is to train its 
members, most of  whom come in 
with no experience.

“I would say that the main goal 
of  any team outside of the top 10 
that don’t really have unlimited 
resources and unlimited time and 
just unlimited money is to really 
develop the engineers on the team,” 
Chang said. “When I go to inter-
views, this is what I talk about. This 
is the highlight of  my resume. This 
is where I learned all of  my engi-
neering skills.”

Senior Brian Aggrey, vice presi-
dent of  development for WU 
Racing, said the Thursday unveil-
ing is a celebration of all the work 
current and former group members 
have done on the project.

“This event and this year is the 
culmination of not just a single 
year of  work but no less than four 
years of  development,” Aggrey 
said. “This car was really a long 
time coming, and we’ve had a lot of  
people come through this team that 
haven’t been able to see their results 
in a competitive package like the 
one we’ve been able to produce.”

WU Racing looks to build name with Tisch unveiling

MICHAEL TABB
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

COURTESY OF BRIAN AGGREY



E! premiered its new reality 
TV show following the life of  
gold medalist Ryan Lochte, 
whose brain seems to have 
taken on too much chlorine, 
this past Sunday. Former 
swimmers and Olympic 
obsessives Georgie Morvis 
and Hannah Lustman recount 
their favorite moments.
1. The “unnecessary quotes” 
on descriptions of Ryan’s 
siblings

Ryan’s siblings each got an 
intro freeze frame complete 
with descriptors of their place 
in the family. Yes, we got to 
meet Ryan’s “oldest sister” and 
“younger brother.” We’re not 
quite sure if the Lochte family 
thinks these words are jargon 
exclusive to it, but it wouldn’t 
surprise us. Perhaps this is all 
setting up a plot later in the 
season when we find out his 
siblings aren’t actually related 
to him. They also wore a lot of  
tie-dye and gave Ryan dating 
advice.
2. One of his favorite movies is 
“What Women Want”

Ryan and his sisters decide 
to have a movie night. Ryan is 
too scared to watch “Silence 
of the Lambs,” so he suggests 
the Mel Gibson-Helen Hunt 
romantic comedy “What 
Women Want.” I can’t think 
of a movie choice that would 
have made me laugh harder 
than that. 
3. “Families of their owns”

This quote was just one of  
the many incorrect gram-
mar highlights of the show. 
Lochte also asked, “What 
is a douchebag?” and said, 
“Define player,” doing abso-
lutely no favors to his harmless 
yet hilariously empty-headed 
reputation.
4. Swim practice after that 
crazy night of “turning it up”

“If you’re a man at night, 
you’ve got to be a man in the 
morning.” –Ryan Lochte. Yes, 
after a night full of tequila 
shots and flirting with girls, 
Lochte woke up for an inten-
sive swim workout the next 
morning. He puts all college 
students to shame.
5. The fact that he sucks at flag 
football

Toward the beginning of  
the episode, Lochte went to 
play flag football with some 
of his bros and his actual bro, 
younger brother and room-
mate Devon. Ryan Lochte 
appeared to have no knowl-
edge of how flag football 
actually worked as he made 
a bet against his younger 

brother that whoever scored a 
touchdown on the next play 
would win and get to make the 
other do something ridiculous. 
He then proceeded to throw 
the football directly to Devon 
Lochte, who returned the inter-
ception for a touchdown. Stick 
to sports in the pool.
6. Detailing Devon Lochte’s 
car with his toothbrush

As the payoff to winning 
the flag football bet, Devon 
Lochte challenged his older 
brother to detail his car with a 
toothbrush, but Ryan Lochte 
is not as dumb as he looks 
(or sounds, for that matter). 
He used Devon Lochte’s 
toothbrush to clean the tires, a 
smart move for revenge—and 
when you consider that it was 
Ryan Lochte who pulled it off, 
it’s an incredibly impressive 
one as well. 
7. Fake Jamiee

In the first episode of  
“WWRLD,” we discovered 
Lochte’s been in an on-again, 
off-again relationship with 
a British girl named Jamiee. 
But this spot on our list is not 

devoted to Jamiee, rather the 
actress who played her in a 
weird montage scene in which 
Ryan greets her at the door, 
hugs her and takes her on dates 
without us ever seeing the face 
of this “Jamiee.” (And that, 
“WWRLD,” is how you use 
quotation marks.) 
8. Lochte helping his nephew 
bowl

There were a lot of laugh-
able moments in “WWRLD,” 
but this was not one of them. 
During a family bowling night, 
Lochte helped his young 
nephew bowl. It was too ador-
able to handle.
9. That time he cried about get-
ting the gold medal and having 
his family be there

Out of all the things 
we were expecting from 
“WWRLD,” a sincere 
moment about the emotion of  
achieving the nearly impos-
sible was not one of them. 
Lochte cried in an interview 
about the emotion of having 
his family support him at his 
first Olympics. True to himself, 
he followed the tears up with 
the statement, “This is the first 
time I’ve ever cried on camera. 
F---.”  
10. He takes all his dates to the 
same sushi restaurant

We’ll let him summarize 
this one to you in his own 
words: “It might be the same 
place. It might be the same 
table. But it’s a different girl.” 
Words of wisdom, indeed. 

“What Would Ryan Lochte 
Do?” airs on Sunday nights at 
9 CST on E!
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ACROSS
1 Brought to ruin

10 “Appointment in
Samarra” novelist

15 “Is this being
broadcast?”

16 Baking apples
17 Succeeded, in a

way
18 Hands it to the

performer?
19 Award estab. by

King George V
20 Jeu de mots
21 Water wheel

component
22 Subterranean

storage units,
perhaps

24 “It’s __ turn”
27 Toot
28 “Keep dreaming”
29 Kin of -ian
30 Quest
31 Sports figures
33 High-scoring ball

games
35 Trysting place
37 Like most light

bulbs
40 Brewer

Frederick
44 Ending with tele-
45 Slammer
46 Car registration

datum
47 Dallas

quarterback after
Bledsoe

48 Spitting nails, so
to speak

50 “__ chance!”
51 Stumped
53 Scent word
55 Org. with many

schedules
56 “Born Yesterday”

playwright
57 Contests with no

ultimate winner,
hopefully

60 Spitzer who
succeeded
Pataki as New
York governor

61 Mac-based
multimedia
player

62 __ list
63 Up for it

DOWN
1 Filled Asian

appetizers

2 Foreign Service
Officer to the
Middle East, say

3 Fictional Amelia
who turns 50 in
2013

4 Be light
5 Fills in
6 Bonds manager

after Baker
7 Weasley with a

crush on Harry
Potter

8 Big night
9 Actress Susan

10 Seal threat
11 Counter order
12 Play about rival

composers
13 Tuck into a new

bed
14 Sets forth
21 Topping whose

name means
“please”

23 Inclined to believe
25 Engine hose
26 Reversal of policy
32 Promulgate
33 Haggadah-

reading ritual
34 Metrosexual
36 Hardly

enthusiastic
37 Buttered up

38 Luther’s “A Mighty
Fortress,” e.g.

39 Cluj is its second-
most populous
city

41 Del Toro of “Che”
42 Riviera city with

an annual music
festival

43 Plaited
49 Step down
50 “Designing

Women” actress

52 Strep throat-
treating docs

54 Moe who
founded
Folkways
Records

57 EPA measure of
concern to
asthma sufferers

58 Head up
59 Source of

rectangular
lettuce?
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A cursory glance at the 
spelling of this band’s name 
might lead you to believe 
that it hails from England, 
but you’d be wrong. Based 
in Southern California, The 
Neighbourhood isn’t making 
the typical laid-back, beachy 
rock that you might expect, 
either. Instead, this fledgling 
band is crafting an entirely dis-
tinct and head-turning sound 
that sets it apart from the surge 
of struggling indie-rock bands 
currently cluttering the music 
scene.

The Neighbourhood ini-
tially received press attention 
for its debut single “Sweater 
Weather,” a melancholy mix 
of pleading lyrics, rap-inspired 
drum machine and snaking 
guitars that create a distinctly 
eerie yet inexplicably appealing 
atmosphere. This character 
pervades the entire debut 

album, too, shaping a wholly 
new sound that, frankly, I 
haven’t really heard before. 
Replicating the band’s sound 
might draw from the moodi-
ness of Lana Del Rey (after 
subtracting the melodrama) 
and blending it with hip-hop 
beats and shoegaze melodies. 
Frontman Jesse Rutherford’s 
vocals fit the mood of the 
album perfectly—always a 
touch hazy, they are stripped 
down and straightforward, 
slipping easily into a scratchy 
whisper that augments the 
uncanny feeling the permeates 
songs like “How” and “Let It 
Go.”

The only fault I find with 
this album is a degree of  
monotony in the basic struc-
tural elements of each song: 
unhurried percussion accom-
panied with pulsing basslines 
and sparse flourishes of minor 
guitar melodies. However, 
there is almost always enough 
variation in each song to resist 
the deadening hand of bore-
dom. For example, listen to the 
breathless pace on the verses 
of “Sweater Weather” or the 
dub-infused soul of “Female 
Robbery.”

However, despite the 
lack of tonal variety, The 
Neighbourhood has come 
out swinging with a dark and 
brooding record that has defi-
nite potential to establish the 
band firmly in the music scene 
and launch it to a successful 
career. The thematic focus on 
“I Love You” is promising for 
an emerging band; it’s clear the 
band knows the direction it’s 
heading in. Expect big things 
from The Neighbourhood.

Top 10 moments from...  
‘What Would Ryan Lochte Do?’

ALBUM REVIEW

‘I Love You’  
by The Neighbourhood

for fans of

Haim, Daughter, St. Lucia
singles to download

‘How,’ ‘Let It Go,’  
‘Sweater Weather,’ ‘Staying Up’

KAYLA HOLLENBAUGH
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

ROBERT GAUTHIER | LOS ANGELES TIMES | MCT

HANNAH LUSTMAN 
& GEORGIE MORVIS
STUDENT LIFE STAFF
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Brooklyn art-pop trio 
Yeasayer’s debut album, “All 
Hour Cymbals,” made the 
group one of  the buzziest acts 
of  2007. Three years later and 
just four years after forming, 
the members were named the 
most blogged-about artists of  
2010 by The Hype Machine 
following their sophomore LP 
“Odd Blood.” Though many 
would consider such a rise 
meteoric, multi-instrumentalist 
Anand Wilder made clear that 
the group was not an overnight 
success.

“For us, everything seemed 
pretty gradual. It’s not like we 
didn’t put in tons of  work before 
2010,” he commented.

Despite Wilder’s reserva-
tions, it’s clear that Yeasayer 
has quickly ascended the indie 
ranks. Last weekend, Yeasayer 
played at Coachella, a music 
lover’s mecca that is consid-
ered America’s answer to 
England’s massive Glastonbury 
and Reading Festivals. Having 
played Coachella twice, Wilder 
has become dismayed with its 
increasingly corporate nature. 
While most college kids struggle 
to scrape together enough 
money for single-day passes, 
wealthy yuppies can drop thou-
sands of  dollars for exclusive 
access to the bands, a privi-
lege once afforded only to the 
press and fellow artists. While 
he didn’t have any problems 
with unruly fans at this year’s 
festival, he finds the concept 
“exemplary of  American 
hyper-capitalism.” 

High-end festivals such as 
Lollapalooza and Bonnaroo 
charge around $230 for three-
day passes, but the rapidly 
increasing popularity of  

streaming services such as 
Spotify and Pandora has 
begun to eliminate the need to 
purchase music. As a result, 
concerts and festivals have 
become the music industry’s last 
resort for maintaining steady 
profit margins. This dilemma is 
particularly resonant for Wilder.

“My [festival] experience has 
soured over the past few years. 
And it sucks because that’s 
how I make my money, and so 
you can’t really be that angry 
because you want to be invited 
back,” he said. 

Yeasayer felt this shift with 
the release of  “Fragrant World” 
and its tour behind its most 
recent album. Though critical 
opinion was divided and sales 
were lower than expected, 
Wilder hasn’t noticed a change 
in audience turnout at concerts.

“This newest record hasn’t 
sold as many copies as the last 
one, but it doesn’t really feel like 
that at our live shows. I still feel 
like people are coming out to 
see us live. Maybe people just 
aren’t buying records as much 
anymore,” he said.

In fact, its live shows shaped 
many of  the songs that would 
eventually appear on “Fragrant 
World.” Over a year before the 
album’s release, the group began 
to integrate some of  the new 
material into its set lists. “It’s 
just great to get the songs out 
of  the recorded environment 
and into a live setting,” Wilder 
explained. “It always helps the 
songs. You always come up with 
new things you can’t think of  in 
your house when you’re listen-
ing to it on headphones at four 
in the morning.” 

While he’s pleased with the 
way the songs have translated to 
a live setting, he acknowledged 
that none of  the “songs on this 
album have the same kind of  

mass appeal that [“Odd Blood” 
tracks] ‘O.N.E.’ or ‘Ambling 
Alp’ or ‘Madder Red’ had.”

Yeasayer has always prized 
its creative restlessness, and if  
its initial plans hold true, its 
next album could prove a radi-
cal departure from “Fragrant 
World.” But instead of  moving 
further from the group’s pop 

influences, Wilder hinted that 
it may be “going for a simpler 
kind of  vibe,” drawing inspi-
ration from the likes of  Paul 
Simon and Cat Stevens. In par-
ticular, he expressed a desire to 
“figur[e] out how to really strip 
down songs to their bare ele-
ments,” a far cry from the dense 
textures of  “Fragrant World.” 

Wherever the future takes the 
band, Yeasayer will never rest 
on its laurels, ensuring that 
the band will remain vital and 
exciting members of  the indie 
community for years to come. 

Yeasayer is scheduled to 
perform at W.I.L.D. on the 
Brookings Quadrangle at 6:00 
p.m. on Friday, April 26.

MARK MATOUSEK 
MUSIC EDITOR

W.I.L.D. 
Profile

W.I.L.D. 
Profile

Yeasayer

Mat Kearney rose to promi-
nence on the heels of  his 
2006 album, “Nothing Left to 
Lose,” a record that sold over 
450,000 copies. He quickly 
became known for his soul-
ful lyrics and polished vocals, 
with songs like “All I Need” 
and “Breathe In Breathe Out” 
featuring heavily in emotional 
television montages. One of  
the three artists playing in 
Brookings Quadrangle this 
Friday for W.I.L.D., Kearney 
spoke with Student Life and 
noted his excitement to play 
for Washington University 
students.

“I’ve played The Pageant 
many times. I’ve always been 
curious about your school 
because it’s always seemed like 
a beautiful area with beautiful 
homes and a lot of  history,” 
Kearney said. “I’ve always 
wandered around there just on 
foot in between sound check 
and the shows, so it feels cool 
to be coming back there to 
play.”

Kearney’s single “Nothing 
Left to Lose” from the album 
of  the same name rose as high 

as No. 41 on the Billboard 
Hot 100, and he has had three 
other singles chart in his career 
(“Undeniable” at No. 16 on the 
Billboard Bubbling Under Hot 
100 Singles, “Closer to Love” 
at No. 91 on the Billboard Hot 
100 and “Ships in the Night” 
at No. 87 on the Billboard Hot 
100).

Kearney’s most recent album, 
2011’s “Young Love,” featured 
a distinct move toward more 
hip-hop inspired beats and 
debuted with 44,000 copies 
sold in its first week. It peaked 
at fourth on the Billboard 200 
chart. Kearney fans attend-
ing W.I.L.D. can expect to 
hear songs from all four of  his 
albums and maybe more.

“I’m excited—should I work 
on a Nelly cover or some-
thing?” Kearney joked.

“I’ll play the hits—I’m not 
afraid to play the song that got 
me where I am,” he added, 
“[and] I’m not afraid to play 
the songs that are part of  my 
story. Luckily, I like playing 
all my songs…so far I’ve kind 
of  had songs on all my records 
that are songs I still believe in, 
and I’m really proud to get out 
there.”

Kearney warned Wash. U. 
students who had not attended 
one of  his shows before to get 
ready and prepare for an act 
that “changes pace a lot.”

“Maybe it’s the ADD I was 
born with, but I think the show 
should be interesting—it should 
make you laugh, it should make 
you cry, it should keep you on 
your toes, and that’s what we 
try to do,” Kearney said. “I 
get bored with that if  it’s all 

mid-tempo or it’s all upbeat. 
If  there’s anything about my 
music that seems to be true, it’s 
that I definitely jump around 
and do different things, and 
I do the same thing with my 
show. I think it adds a little 
drama and excitement.”

The “festival feel” that Social 
Programming Board is aim-
ing for at this year’s W.I.L.D. 
is particularly appealing to 
Kearney. He just finished 
playing a festival in Nashville, 
Tenn. and enjoyed the opportu-
nity to meet different bands and 
musicians across genres and 
to create a completely differ-
ent show from what one might 
expect on a solo tour.

“Last week, Juvenile opened 
up for me. That’s not going 
to happen at a normal show, 
but it happened at a festival…

it’s fun and there’s a bunch of  
musicians coming together and 
that really makes it special,” 
Kearney said.

As a result, Kearney is also 
excited about sharing the stage 
with Atmosphere and Yeasayer 
at spring W.I.L.D. this year. 

“I definitely like a lot of  dif-
ferent genres,” Kearney said. 
“I’ve been into Atmosphere’s 
music for a long time because 
I grew up on kind of  odd inter-
ests; intellectual hip-hop that 
was kind of  my thing. I listened 
to a lot of  hip-hop growing up. 
Yeasayer—I don’t know their 
music as well, but everything 
I’ve come across is pretty cool.”

Students should expect 
Kearney to take the stage at 
7:15 p.m., after Yeasayer at 6 
p.m. Atmosphere will close out 
W.I.L.D. at 8:45 p.m.

Mat Kearney

ALEC LUHN

HANDOUT

HANNAH LUSTMAN 
& SAHIL PATEL
STUDENT LIFE STAFF
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