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SU allocates 
old funds 
for comedy

In its last meeting of the term, 
Student Union Treasury almost 
went broke.

The group had to vote to give 
itself more money to allow it to 
afford a K.A.R.L. comedy festival.

The allocating body entered 
Tuesday’s meeting with just 
$3,000—about $2,000 short of the 
money necessary to fund the docket 
of appeals in full.

Senior Ammar Karimjee, the 
outgoing vice president of finance, 
explained that funding a large 
number of appeals under $1,000—
which he is able to do without 
consulting Treasury—pushed the 
appeals account lower than where 
it needed to be for the meeting.

To rectify the issue he had to 
make a last minute proposal that 
Treasury move $15,000 from the 
2011-2012 carryforward account 
to the Treasury appeals account. 
The 12 Treasury members in atten-
dance unanimously approved the 
motion.

K.A.R.L. Improv! asked for 
approximately $4,000 to put on 
Pandamonium, an all-college 
improvisational comedy festival 
in Bowles Plaza. The event will 
be open to the public for a $5 fee 
and free for all students with valid 
Washington University ID.

Kate Drummond, junior and 
president of K.A.R.L. Improv!, 
focused her presentation on the 
unique nature of the improvisa-
tional festival put on by the group.

“We take college teams and [mix 
them up] so they learn from each 
other,” Drummond said. “They’re 
also coached by professional, local 

With the National Weather 
Service predicting a mix of rain 
and snow for the day of WUStock 
as of Thursday morning, student 
concern over Macklemore’s slated 
outdoor performance has mounted. 

But organizers say they will hold 
the concert on the Swamp, barring 
severe thunderstorms, a tornado 
warning or some other, similar act 
of nature.

WUStock is slated to begin at 1 
p.m. Sunday, with student bands 
opening for the 4 p.m. performance 
of Ben Haggerty, known profes-
sionally as Macklemore. There 
will also be free food available from 
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The Olin Business School’s 
undergraduate program is the 
fourth-best in the country, nar-
rowly besting the University 
of Pennsylvania’s celebrated 
Wharton School, according to 
Bloomberg Businessweek’s lat-
est rankings.

Olin rose four places from 
last year’s ranking—the first 
year it made the top 10—in 
the 2013 rankings released 
Wednesday.

Senior Michael Rudolph, 
president of the Olin Busi-
ness Council, said the school’s 
rise in the ranking is a result 
of better communication about 
priorities between students and 
administrators. 

Student survey responses 
account for 30 percent of a 
school’s rank in the study. Based 
on student surveys alone, Olin 
ranked sixth.

“About three years ago was 
the first time we really talked 
about satisfaction,” Rudolph 
said. “The administration’s 
been more proactive, getting in 
front of students… figuring out 
what the students want [and] 
making sure they provide that.”

According to the Weston 
Career Center’s website, 98 
percent of 2012 Olin graduates 
seeking employment reported 
that they secured a job within 
three months of graduation.

Mark Brostoff, director of 
the Weston Career Center, 
could not be reached for com-
ment Wednesday, but Rudolph 
said the cultural changes within 
the program and Washing-
ton University as a whole are 
more substantial than improved 
recruiter networks.

Among the changes he cited 
are new administrators, more 

difficult introductory courses 
and less back-file availability.

“I don’t think people have 
the connotation ‘B-school pre-
school’ anymore,” Rudolph said.

To mark the improved rank-
ing, Olin will be celebrating 
Thursday, and the Olin Business 
Council will be holding a barbe-
cue later in the semester.

“It’s a tremendous measure 
of pride for all of us,” Dean 
Mahendra Gupta said. “It’s a 
testament to the quality of our 
program.”

Gupta said that the ranking 
may make Olin more enticing 
to prospective students but that 
improving its ranking is not the 
school’s mission.

“Rankings do not drive what 
we do; rankings are a ref lection 
of what we do,” he said.

Other administrators agreed 
that the rankings demonstrate 
the quality of Olin’s students 
and faculty.

“At the end of the day, our 
goal always is to have the best 
experience for our students 
here,” Associate Dean Steven 
Malter said. “It’s nice to occa-
sionally be recognized.”

Sophomore Jonathan Finch, 
vice president of government 
initiatives for the Olin Busi-
ness Council, said the school’s 
consistent rise in ranking is 
exciting, even though one year’s 
improvement likely spurs a sim-
ilar change the following year. 

 “It’s a self-perpetuating 
occurrence because it helps gen-
erate additional pride in the 
school, and that ultimately leads 
to greater satisfaction, which 
allows us to achieve this contin-
ued progress in the rankings,” 
Finch said. “It is an extremely 
exciting time to be a student at 
Olin.”

With additional reporting by 
Alex Leichenger.
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SU inaugurates Progress Slate Macklemore 
to perform, 
not weather- 
dependent

SEE WUSTOCK, PAGE 3

Student Union kicked off  its new term with 
the inauguration of  new officers in Holmes 
Lounge Wednesday night. 

The inauguration ceremony opened with 

an address by Associate Vice Chancellor 
for Students Jill Carnaghi as well as a brief  
statement by Chancellor Mark Wrighton. 
Outgoing SU president Julian Nicks then 
delivered his farewell address before the 
swearing in of  new officers began.

Though most of  the elected students were 
present, some re-elected officials were not 
in attendance. Also absent were senators for 
the art and architecture schools, which had no 
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March 8
Informational Report—At 12:03 a.m., a 
complainant reported receiving two disturbing 
phone messages from an unknown subject.
Disposition: Pending.

March 12
Informational Report—At 11:05 a.m., 
a complainant sought advice from the 
police department about a potential online 
harassment situation.
Disposition: Pending.

March 14
Property Damage—At 3:13 p.m., a 
complainant reported that an unknown person 
or persons had been urinating in the main 
elevator of Park House.
Disposition: Pending.

March 15
Larceny—At 2:19 p.m. at the campus 
bookstore, a complainant reported a suspicious 
person resembling the suspect from a previous 
report involving the bookstore. Upon being 
approached by officers, the subject was found 
to be holding a quantity of women’s socks and 
costume jewelry that were discovered to be 
missing from the store. Value: $40.00
Disposition: Cleared by Arrest

THURSDAY 21
Art and Community Building: Cherokee 
Street and Beyond
Danforth University Center, Lieberman 
Graduate Center, Room 300, 5 p.m.
Panelists discuss the role of the arts in 
neighborhood revitalization and other 
questions. This event is a part of the “St. 
Louis Up Close” series and is sponsored by 
the Gephardt Institute for Public Service. The 
event is free and open to the public.

Jazz at Holmes Spring 2013 Concert Series
Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge, 8 p.m.
“‘Take Five’ and the music of Dave Brubeck.” 
Introduction by Kelsey Klotz, graduate 
student in musicology. Co-sponsored by 
University College and the Department of 
Music. The concert is free and open to the 
public. 

A.E. Hotchner Playwriting Festival 
Competition Winner
Mallinckrodt Center, A.E. Hotchner Studio 
Theatre, 8 p.m.
“‘If I Were You’ and Other Elvis Presley 
Songs” by Leah Barsanti, playwright. Directed 
by Jeffrey Matthews. Tickets are $15 for 
adults and $10 for students, Wash. U. faculty 
and staff, children, and seniors. Tickets are 
available through the Edison Theatre Box 
Office and all MetroTix outlets. Also on Friday 
and Saturday at 8 p.m., and Saturday and 
Sunday at 2 p.m.

FRIDAY 22
8th Annual African Film Festival
Brown Hall, Room 100, 7 p.m.
“Farewell Exile” (2011) and “La Pirogue” 
(2012) with English subtitles. A panel 
discussion will follow the screenings. 
This event is free and open to the public. 
Additional screenings will be held through 
Sunday, see wupa.wustl.edu/africanfilm/ for 
more details. 

Ovations Series
560 Music Center, 8 p.m.
“Music of the Sun” performed by Ethel with 
Robert Mirabal. Tickets are $36 general 
admission, $32 for seniors, $28 for Wash. U. 
faculty and staff, and $20 for children and 
students. Tickets are available through the 
Edison Theatre Box Office and all MetroTix 
outlets. 
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A recent study conducted at the 
Washington University School of Med-
icine discovered that a compound found 
in bee venom has the capability of pro-
tecting cells against HIV. Using these 
results, the researchers hope ultimately 
to create a gel in order to prevent the 
spread of the disease.

   Melittin, a toxin found in the venom 
of bees, is the targeted compound of the 
study and the one that has been found 
to help protect cells against HIV. The 
compound affects only infected cells 
and leaves healthy cells alone. 

However, the drug is still years away 
from being ready for the market.

“We discovered it in cells and cul-
tures, but we still have to package it up 
as some kind of gel,” research profes-
sor Joshua Hood said. “Now that we’ve 
done this study, we need to do pre-clin-
ical testing on humans, and then after 
that we can move towards making the 
gel, so there are still a number of years 
left to go.”

“There’s a hope that this gel would 
serve as an extra augmentation—an 
extra drug out there that would be use-
ful,” he added.

According to Hood, extraction of the 
compound will not harm bees.

“Bee venom has got a lot of different 
molecules, and the one we’re using is 
just one compound of it,” he said. “The 
compound is synthesized, so you’re not 
hurting any bees by obtaining it. This 
is just one of the membranes we tested, 
and there are many different ones in 
nature, but it just happened that this 
one did a good job.”

The uses of bee venom are well-
known in beekeeping society, and the 
results of the study are likely not sur-
prising to those who know of the healing 

advantages bees can provide, according 
to freshman Shannon Welsh, founder 
and president of the Bee School, the 
University’s beekeeping association. 

“Bees have amazing medicinal uses, 
and they have for thousands of years,” 
she said. “Some doctors will go so far 
as saying that if all else fails, try bees. I 
know melittin has been used for arthri-
tis and [multiple sclerosis], and it’s a 
unique protein because it basically gets 
rid of injured cell tissue.”

Welsh hopes that attention brought 
about by the study will help raise pub-
lic awareness on the endangered state 
of bees.      

“Bees are facing a large threat 
right now, and it’s not being heard the 
way it should be,” she said. “Bees are 
incredibly useful, and they have mul-
tiple advantages that can help to save 
human lives. They’re dying out, and if 
we don’t protect them, we won’t have 
any of their honey or melittin to use.”

Welsh added that the discovery 
of this additional use of bee venom 
will hopefully inspire more commer-
cial beekeeping in order to protect the 
species.

The compound found in bee venom 
can not only be used to attack HIV-
infected cells but also, potentially, cells 
infected with different viruses, such as 
hepatitis.

“It’s nice because the results of this 
study serve as a good concept that can 
be applied and used in a number of 
different studies, depending on what 
perspective you’re looking at it from,” 
Hood said.

Students have expressed optimism 
at the results of the study.

“I think it’s actually really cool and 
that this just shows there’s hope that 
with further research we could poten-
tially cure and prevent such a harmful 
disease,” sophomore Sydney Kapp said.

Bee venom cure for 
HIV rallies scientists, 
student beekeepers

SATURDAY 23
Take Steps for Kids
Brookings Quadrangle, 4 p.m.
A student-run organization associated with 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Eastern Missouri 
is putting on its fifth annual 5k and one mile 
charity run. Festivities include jugglers, a 
balloon man and musical performances in 
addition to the races.

DUC Comedy Night
Danforth University Center, Tisch Commons, 
8 p.m.
Come laugh as the DUC hosts comedian Mo 
Mandel, as seen on the Chelsea Lately Show. 
This event is free and open to the public.

SUNDAY 24
WUStock 2013
South 40 Swamp, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
The performance will be headlined by 
Macklemore and Ryan Lewis, and will 
feature opening performances by student 
performers. The event is a part of Spring 
South 40 Week and is only open to current 
Wash. U. undergraduate students, staff and 
faculty, and people with official guest tickets. 
A valid Wash. U. ID is required for entrance. 

DIVYA KUMAR
NEWS EDITOR



A selection of African films will 
be shown on campus Friday through 
Sunday as part of the eighth annual 
African Film Festival at Washington 
University.

The festival was founded in 
2006 by Wilmetta Toliver-Diallo, a 
professor in the African and African-
American Studies department. As a 
professor in New York, Toliver-Diallo 
had enjoyed the opportunity to take 
her students to a large African Film 
Festival in the spring after teaching 
them about African history through 
film during the academic year.

For the first two years of Wash-
ington University’s Film Festival, 
Toliver-Diallo worked with the New 
York African Film Festival’s traveling 
series, which selected and provided all 
of the films shown at the University’s 
festival. Then she began selecting the 
films herself.

“I’ve shifted to sort of curating 
my own selection, knowing what 
our audience likes here in St. Louis, 
knowing what kinds of films are 
being made here that would go over 
well,” Toliver-Diallo said.

Throughout the year, Toliver-
Diallo makes contacts and follows 
trends in African film around the 
world, including large international 
festivals like Cannes and annual fes-
tivals in Burkina Faso and Morocco.

Since the 1963 production of 
“Lilies of the Field,” one of the first 
acclaimed African films, a great deal 
has changed, Toliver-Diallo said.

“There was a certain way that 
films were pretty much didactic, that 
had these moral stories and relied on 
African oral tradition as kind of a type 
of the way people tell their story,” she 
said. “But now, people have changed. 
They’re sort of more experimental; 
they use the camera a little bit more.”

In selecting the films, Toliver-
Diallo said she looks not only for 
great stories but for interesting and 
novel ways of storytelling.

“So I look for, one, is it telling a 
story that people haven’t heard, but I 
also look at, two, how are they telling 
stories differently than how people 
are telling stories in Hollywood?” 
she said. “When we talk about Afri-
can literature and sometimes African 
film, people will say sometimes, you 
know, what aspects of ‘Western’ film-
making are they borrowing? And I’m 
trying to say, no, what is the way that 
they tell their story? Not just the story 
they tell, but how do they use their 
camera to give us notions of the local 
experience and local priorities.”

The films, all no more than two 

years old, include productions by 
established African filmmakers 
and more up-and-coming artists. A 
Kenyan film to be shown at the fes-
tival, “Nairobi Half Life” (2012), was 
on the short list for this year’s Foreign 
Film Oscar.

“At Washington University, we 
have a lot of students who are con-
sciously engaged globally, through 
African Students Association, 
through [Sigma Iota Rho] and who 
studied abroad, and this is an oppor-
tunity for them to reconnect with 
their culture as they watch some of 
the great films,” Toliver-Diallo said.

For the third year, the festival will 
also feature a Saturday matinee of an 
animated film in hopes of engaging 
younger members of the St. Louis 
community. Toliver-Diallo said she 
hopes these films help to balance 
perceptions of Africa among young 
viewers.

“One of my big goals with starting 
the festival was, ‘How do we change 
the conversations about Africa?’ How 
do we develop it and challenge stereo-
types, and so my other goal was…
how do we get students who are six 
years old or seven years old to not 
grow up with misconceptions about 
the African continent and understand 
the diversity of the African conti-
nent?” she said.

Lamley Lawson, a senior and 
president of the ASA, was first 
exposed to the festival as a visiting 
student and has attended each year 
since.

“I’m already a cinephile—I love 
cinema, but just to see the variety of 
what people have been able to create, 
given what they have, I immediately 
fell in love with it,” she said. “Every 
year, there’s still something so new 
and cool to learn from each festival 
just because the films are always dif-
ferent, but they’re always quality.”

Lawson and other members of 
the ASA help to run the festival and 
are encouraged to provide input to 
Toliver-Diallo during the selection 
process.

Lawson said that film can be a 
powerful way of promoting global 
awareness locally.

“No matter what you’ve seen or 
heard in the media or in the news or 
from other sources, when you see a 
depiction of someone you can relate 
to that may be a world away, but you 
feel that connection, I think that’s 
huge in making strides and changing 
perceptions and establishing sort of a 
human connection,” she said.

There will be 10 films shown over 
the course of the weekend in Brown 
100, all of which are free and open to 
the public.
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Chill Frozen Yogurt and Seoul 
Taco, a mechanical bull and an 
inflatable boxing ring, and Trad-
ing Post plans to host a thrift shop.

Congress of the South 40 will 
also be subsidizing Bon Appe-
tit food to offer it at a discounted 
price.

The backup location for the 
concert is the 560 Music Center’s 
Desmond E. Lee Concert Hall, 
which has a maximum occupancy 
of 1,115. But that is a worst-case 
scenario and sophomore Yuwen 
Memon, Swamp chair, said CS40 
is confident that it will not need to 
hold the concert there.

“The concert is rain or shine,” 
Memon said. “There’s no cause 
for worry. It is unfortunate that 
it got pushed two weeks earlier 
when the weather is a bit colder, 
but it shouldn’t be too bad.”

Sophomore Victoria Huls-
ing, director of services for CS40, 
added that mild winter weather 
wouldn’t necessarily take away 

from the concert.
“Most of the students that I’ve 

talked to about the weather are 
like, ‘If it’s snowing, I think that’d 
be really fun.’ Their only concern 
is a really, really bad storm,” Huls-
ing said. “We’re hoping to keep it 
outdoors at all cost.”

Some students said they plan 
on going on regardless of the 
weather.

“I think anyone would go in 
the snow because very few people 
are going to be sober,” freshman 
Annie Pitkin said. “I think any-
one would rather have it in the 
rain than in the 560 Building.”

Senior Corey Cantor said mov-
ing the concert off of the Swamp 
would be extremely disappoint-
ing for the concert that lately has 
come to overshadow W.I.L.D.

“It would be a shame,” Cantor 
said. “Hopefully they have a plan 
set so it’s not completely chaotic if 
something happens.”

Sophomore Manar Swaby 

said while most people will dress 
in whatever layers necessary to 
enjoy Macklemore, rain might be 
another issue entirely.

“It would dissuade me.  I’m not 
sure how that would affect every-
one else,” Swaby said. “If it’s OK, 
then I think people will probably 
go out.”

While Macklemore’s perfor-
mance is slated to start at 4 p.m., 
Mumen suggested students arrive 
early to avoid any possible conges-
tion and, ideally, see the student 
acts onstage beforehand.

WUStock is alcohol-free and 
students will need to present a 
Wash. U. ID card. Non-students 
must be older than 18 and pres-
ent guest tickets and some form of 
identification.

Setup for the show will begin 
around 6 a.m. on Sunday, and 
unlike in previous years, secu-
rity will be making a perimeter 
around the entire Swamp, not just 
the stage. 

St. Louis improvisers.”
Drummond also emphasized that 

since last year, the number of groups 
from other universities interested in 
attending has grown. The teams visit-
ing do not pay any admission fees but 
are expected to fund their own travel 
expenses.

“Last year we had two non-Wash. 
U. teams come, one from [the Uni-
versity of Missouri] and one from 
Vanderbilt,” Drummond said. 
“They’re both sending twice as many 
people. Kansas State and Illinois 
State are new this year.”

Junior and treasurer of K.A.R.L. 
Improv! Connor McEvoy added that 
the group managed to secure Chi-
cago improv group Octavarius for a 
reduced fee.

“Octavarius is considered to be the 
fastest-growing group in Chicago,” 
McEvoy said.

Treasury engaged in a short 
question-and-answer and debate, 
choosing to fund the request in full.

“I think it’s okay to fund this in 
full—we were tight on money, but it’s 
almost into March,” Michael Land, 
sophomore and treasury representa-
tive, said. “As a body this semester, I 
think we value groups coming to us 
sooner rather than later.”

Competition Committee, a new 
Student Union formulation first pro-
posed by Speaker of the Treasury and 
senior Paul Blachar, also presented its 
first ever competition budget to the 
full Treasury body for approval. The 
budget was presented by the Compe-
tition Committee chair, junior Sean 
Janda, and unanimously approved.

The final budget was under 
$100,000, which is less than the 
$110,000 within the competition 
account. Karimjee explained that 

underspending the entire competi-
tion account was unsurprising.

“I met with Sean before I did the 
general budget, and $110,000 was the 
cap we did not want to spend past,” 
Karimjee said.

Janda responded to questions 
about the budget for treasury rep-
resentatives less familiar with the 
operations of each student group 
and explained the general process 
that Competition Committee went 
through.

“We wanted to interview each 
group and treat each event as its own 
entity,” Janda said.

The meeting concluded with 
an open discussion and reflection 
among Treasury members, some of 
whom are graduating and others who 
are moving to executive roles, such as 
Nick Palermo, incoming vice presi-
dent of finance.

TREASURY FROM PAGE 1
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T
uesday witnessed some-
thing of a miracle: the 
rebirth of a political career. 
In a primary election in 

South Carolina, former Governor 
Mark Sanford received 37 percent of  
the vote for a vacant seat in the House 
of Representatives. For those of you 
who don’t remember the scandal, 
a history lesson: in mid-June 2009, 
Sanford disappeared for six days. His 
whereabouts were unknown to his 
wife, the police and the public. He 
had told his staff that he was going 
to hike the Appalachian trail during 
that time but was later spotted at an 
airport in Argentina. As the scandal 
developed, it turned out that he was 
having an extramarital affair with 
an Argentine woman, to whom he 
is now engaged. This, in itself, is not 
all that uncommon and politicians 
in both political parties, including 
President Bill Clinton, John Edwards, 
John Ensign, Newt Gingrich and 
Larry Craig, to name just a few, have 
had affairs that later became national 
scandals. The latter three had their 
political careers effectively ended, at 
least in the short term.

What Sanford is doing is not 
altogether unprecedented: Newt 
Gingrich was able to make a well-
publicized and, for a time, politically 
viable run for the Republican 
presidential nomination in 2012. For 
those who don’t remember, Gingrich 
was the Speaker of the House 
presiding over the impeachment of  
Clinton for the Monica Lewinsky 
scandal. Gingrich had been having 
an extramarital affair since 1993. He 
had previously had an affair with 
the woman he was then married to, 
divorcing his first wife in 1980 while 
she was in the hospital recovering 
from cancer surgery. Sanford himself  
figures into this as well: he was 
among the representatives calling for 
Clinton’s impeachment in 1998.

Altogether, Sanford’s move is not 
uncommon. It is a sad reflection 
on the massive hypocrisies within 
American politics. Sanford, Gingrich 
and Ensign have all spoken out 
against gay marriage, attempting 
to protect the institution of mar-
riage. (Gingrich did finally endorse 
gay marriage in December 2012.) 
One would also think that based 
on their previous political stance 
that Gingrich and Sanford would 
have destroyed their own credibility, 
committing the exact same “sins” 
for which they tried to impeach 
President Clinton. The very fact 
that they are not only still politically 
viable, let alone competing, means 
that Americans are either willing to 
forgive these people or have become 
so disillusioned with politics that they 
are willing to overlook hypocrisy in 
order to find someone to represent 
their position. Yet in voting that way, 
these Americans forget that these 
men have already shown themselves 
to be political mercenaries: willing to 
adopt a position that they believe will 
earn them power.

Sanford has not earned a spot in 
the general election yet: he still must 
face a runoff, as the 16-candidate 
election did not produce a clear 
winner. And although his comeback 
surprised me, it really shouldn’t have. 
Whereas I remember a disgraced 
governor resigning, I do not live in his 
congressional district. The choice is 
not mine; it is that area’s residents’. 
Perhaps they see something in him I 
do not (admittedly, I am very liberal, 
so even if he were honorable, I would 
still never have voted for him), but all 
I see is a power-hungry hypocrite.

ALEX BERNSTEIN
STAFF COLUMNIST 
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Return

STAFF EDITORIAL

Madness the Wash. U. way

Beyond blaming sexual assault victims

EDITORIAL CARTOON

I
t’s that time of year again—
and something really strange 
is happening. We all know 
it’s impossible at times to sit 

through a lecture without scanning 
what your classmates in front of  
you are browsing on the Internet, 
and we know all the usual suspects: 
Gmail and the Huffington Post, or 
maybe they’re even taking a risk and 
looking at the most recent gossip 
about “Game of Thrones” or “Girls.” 
But in the last week, you may have 
noticed something you hardly ever see 
on those MacBook screens glowing in 
front of you: sports.

March Madness really seems to 
take on more than one meaning when 
you’re applying the term to students 
at Washington University. With the 
hysteria of midterms causing students 
to go mad for the wrong reason, fill-
ing out a bracket can be a great stress 
reliever—at least until that 14-seed 
upsets your Final Four pick and tears 
your bracket to shreds. And plenty 
of Wash. U. students join in on the 
nationwide phenomenon—last year, 

6.45 million brackets were submitted 
to ESPN’s Tournament Challenge. 
It’s a month where Wash. U. students 
may actually discuss sports with as 
much fervor as they discuss chemistry 
equations.

It’s a noteworthy commentary on 
our school that once a year, Wash. 
U. actually gets riled up about college 
sports, even as the student body gener-
ally remains apathetic toward our 
own athletic teams. People perfectly 
content to criticize the nature of state 
schools before spring break seem to 
have a sudden surge in pride for the 
public institutions from their home-
towns. People who have never before 
attended a Wash. U. athletic event are 
discussing the merits of man-to-man 
versus zone defense. Wash. U., it’s like 
we don’t even know you anymore. 
And while it’s not quite the same as 
donning red and green to cheer on 
the Bears at the AC, we kind of like it. 
The pasty nerd complex will only take 
you so far in life. So for once in your 
life, let yourself ditch the intellectual 
egoism and embrace your inner jock 

(or couch potato), fill out a bracket 
and spend your next three weekends 
shuffling between the four channels 
televising this year’s tournament.

Even if you don’t follow college 
basketball, consider filling out a 
bracket—if nothing else, it’s a way to 
connect with your sports-enthusiast 
peers at Wash. U. and your friends at 
state schools. For you novice bracket-
makers out there, let us offer just a 
few pointers. First: make sure that 
you remember higher numbers are 
actually worse seeds in this tourna-
ment. Don’t get thrown off by the 
games where an eight seed plays a 
nine seed—those are the ones where 
you’re really likely to see an upset. 
Pick a nine seed, and then a couple 
days from now you can claim you 
knew Villanova could beat North 
Carolina all along. 

And while there’s obviously 
no Wash. U. team to root for, you 
might be interested to know that the 
team from our neighbor institution, 
Saint Louis University, is on fire. 
When your friends from home call 

to ask about what you think of their 
high-seeded state schools, say that 
SLU’s performance in the Atlantic 
10 Conference tournament definitely 
shows that they can compete on a 
high level this year. This is a golden 
opportunity for not only betting 
the shirt off your back on college 
basketball but also for St. Louis pride, 
especially for those of you who don’t 
already follow a college basketball 
team. 

We hope—as many of us always 
do—that Wash. U.’s own sports 
culture might benefit from this enthu-
siasm over March Madness, if only 
tangentially. Our teams do pretty well, 
Division III or not. For those of you 
offended by this editorial because you 
do, in fact, follow college basketball 
and Wash. U. athletics, we apologize. 
But there are so few of you out there 
that we’ve considered a follow-up 
staff editorial where we thank each of  
you by name. 

For more guidance on your 
bracket, check out our how-to video 
guide online.

“Y
es those young 
men were at 
fault. But is she 
equally respon-

sible? What the heck is she doing 
drinking at 16? #Steubenville”

“@Time I don’t believe in ‘sexual 
assault is never your fault’ in every 
situation. The 16 yr old girl wasn’t 
forced to drink—set herself  up.”

These tweets, part of a com-
pilation by a guy named Matt 
Binder on a blog called “Public 
Shaming,” are all real responses to 
the Steubenville rape case. They’re 
disgusting. The case involved a 
16-year-old girl who was sexu-
ally assaulted by two high school 
football players while at a party. She 
happened to be drunk. Rape is evil 
enough, but much of the conversa-
tion surrounding the case is deeply 
troubling in itself. CNN and other 
prominent media outlets came 
under fire, rightfully, for focusing 
on the “ruined futures” of the boys 
convicted of the rape. Discussing 
sexual assault, like racism and 
other insidious subjects, is always 
hard, in large part because they are 
so painful. However, there’s also 
discomfort that comes with talking 
about these cases because they are 
taboo. Without conversation, there 

can be no progress. 
Alcohol complicates this 

particular case and many other 
cases of sexual assault because it 
incapacitates. It lifts inhibitions, 
and it makes it easier to ignore 
the consequences of actions. But 
that doesn’t mean the victim in the 
Steubenville case, or any person 
who decides to get drunk, is at fault 
for her sexual assault. The fault lies 
with the perpetrator. Always. 100 
percent. No exceptions.

In some ways, the “she was 
asking for it” narrative is perversely 
comforting. Sexual assaults happen 
to “bad” women. If  you don’t get 
too drunk, if  you don’t wear a short 
skirt and drink too much, and you 
stay away from bad neighborhoods, 
then you’ll survive and flourish. 
Because things like that don’t hap-
pen to nice, careful women (or any 
man, for that matter. And don’t 
even bring up transgender/queer 
individuals). Obviously, this isn’t 
true. People perpetrate horrible 
crimes even against the most careful 
and virtuous of individuals. While 
I won’t stop anyone from taking 
a self-defense class or declining a 
drink from a stranger, these aren’t 
the solutions to the problem of rape 
culture. These are band-aids.

Sexual assault is often character-
ized as a women’s issue, explicitly 
or implicitly. While the victims 

of sexual assault are dispropor-
tionately women, labeling it a 
“women’s issue” is like labeling 
birth control or gender equality a 
“women’s issue.” This label implies 
that these issues only affect women 
and that somehow the burden is on 
women to do something. Everyone, 
regardless of gender, should know 
how to treat people with respect. 
How to prevent assault. How to not 
rape. How to support those who 
have been assaulted.

The Steubenville case involves 
high school students and the extra 
drama associated with small-town 
football pride. But the situation at 
colleges and universities—includ-
ing institutions similar to Wash. U. 
in terms of size and prestige—is 
just as troubled, if  not more so. 
Alcohol culture is ubiquitous on 
college campuses; if  those who 
blame the Steubenville victim for 
being drunk are to be trusted, then 
hundreds of individuals are “asking 
for it” on Wash. U.’s campus alone 
every weekend. We’ve all heard the 
statistics about sexual assault on 
college campuses so many times 
they’ve become almost white noise: 
one in four college women will 
suffer from sexual assault during 
her college career, and 70 percent 
of victims know their attackers. 
Statistics are helpful only if  they 
lead to action. We need to learn, 

as a society, how to deal with sex, 
sexuality and sexual assault in pro-
ductive ways. There is no quick fix, 
especially because even consensual 
sex is surrounded by taboo (see 
slut shaming, the Westboro Baptist 
Church and any debate about birth 
control). 

Over the past year, rape cases 
at Amherst College and, more 
recently, the University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill, have gained 
national exposure. Notably, in both 
cases, the victims reported that 
their cases were mishandled by the 
administrations of these schools. 
Here’s another statistic: accord-
ing to the Rape, Abuse and Incest 
National Network, 54 percent of  
sexual assaults are not reported 
to the police. It’s bad enough that 
sexual assault happens at all, but 
how these cases are handled is 
troubling as well. We’re lucky that 
nothing like this has happened 
at Wash. U. recently, aren’t we? 
Or at least, nothing that’s been 
publicized—I find it hard to believe 
that no one on campus has been 
sexually assaulted in some manner 
over the past year, though I wish I 
could. Wash. U. recently revamped 
its sexual assault policy in order to 
streamline the process; hopefully 
this is for the better. But we should 
be talking about rape and sexual 
assault and consent now.

NATALIE VILLALON
SENIOR FORUM EDITOR
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While most Washington University 
students headed home or to the beach 
for their spring break, many of the 
Wash. U. winter and spring athletic 
teams were in competition through 
part if not all of the break. Included 
below are the seven teams that com-
peted between the Friday before break 
and the conclusion of it last Sunday, 
with a brief summary of results and a 
statistic about the team.

WOMEN’S TRACK
• Sixth at NCAAs (20.5 points)
• Emily Warner fifth in 800-meter 
run (2:13.31)
• Lucy Cheadle fifth in 5k (17:05.29)
• Anna Etherington fourth in pole 
vault (3.85m)
• Anne Diaz-Arrastia sixth in triple 
jump (11.77m), fourth in pentath-
lon (3413 points)
4: All four athletes in nationals 
received All-America recognition.

MEN’S TENNIS: 2-2
• L, 3-6, to No. 44 Brigham Young 
University-Hawaii (Division II)
• W, 8-1, to No. 13 Whitman 
College
• L, 0-9, to No. 5 Hawaii Pacific 
University (Division II)
•W, 7-2, to No. 26 Whittier College
12-1: the men’s tennis team went 
12-1 in the time between its spring 
break trip last year and its loss in the 
NCAA Semifinals on May 22.

WOMEN’S TENNIS: 3-1
• W, 9-0, to Chapman University
• W, 7-2, to No. 27 Whitman
• W, 9-0, to Rochester University
• L, 4-5, to No. 10 Bowdoin College
8: Freshman Jamie Silverberg is 
on an eight-match winning streak 
in singles, the only member of  the 
team who has won in all eight dual 
matches this season.

BASEBALL: 5-3, TIED FOR 
UNIVERSITY ATHLETIC 
ASSOCIATION CHAMPIONSHIP 
WITH CASE WESTERN RESERVE 
UNIVERSITY
• W 5-4 Brandeis
• W 6-2 Emory University
• L 13-3 Case Western University
• W 13-5 Brandeis University
• W 6-0 Emory
• W 11-4 Rochester
• L 6-2 Case Western
• L 8-4 Rochester
8: number of years since Wash. U. 
has won the UAA championship in 
baseball

SOFTBALL: 5-3, FINISHED SEC-
OND IN UAA TOURNAMENT
• W 11-3 Case Western
• W 14-6 Brandeis
• L 11-3 No. 4 Emory
• W 9-6 Rochester
• W 4-3 Case Western 
• W 11-7 Brandeis
• L 4-3 No. 2 Emory
• L 6-3 Rochester
.365: the team’s batting 

average—only 10 teams that have 
played at least 10 games have a 
higher average.

MEN’S BASKETBALL: 
DEFEATED IN SEC-
OND ROUND OF NCAA 
TOURNAMENT
--L 71-67 vs. No. 10 Illinois 
Wesleyan University
5.7: three members of  the men’s 
basketball team had at least 5.7 
rebounds per game; no Wash. U. 
team has done that since the 2000-
01 season.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL: 
DEFEATED IN SECTIONAL 
SEMIFINAL ROUND OF NCAA 
TOURNAMENT
--L 59-42 at No. 1 DePauw 
University
17: Wash. U. turnovers in the loss 
to DePauw; in 2012-13, the Bears 
were 6-5 when turning the ball 
over 17 times or more and 16-1 
when committing fewer than 17 
turnovers.

KURT ROHRBECK | SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR | SPORTS@STUDLIFE.COM STUDENT LIFE 5THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 2013

SPORTS

The 2013 NCAA Division I Men’s Basketball Bracket

March Madness is upon us, 
and we at the Student Life 
Sports section are as excited 

as Tim Tebow joining the 
New York Jets. That means 
we are excited enough to put 
a little bit on the line.

We want to see if  anybody 
at Washington University can 

beat us in a bracket challenge. 
And we are confident enough 
in our staff  that the bracket 
that racks up the most points 
will win a prize.

All you have to do is 

go to ESPN.com and cre-
ate a bracket. Once you do 
that, join our group, titled 
“StudLife Sports.”

To level the playing field a 
little more, we have created a 

video with some bracket tips. 
Check it out and make sure to 
fill out the bracket before 11 
a.m. Thursday!

Good luck, and may the 
best bracket win!

SAHIL PATEL
MANAGING EDITOR

Sports over spring break: By the numbers
KURT ROHRBECK
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

ERIC CHALIFOUR | STUDENT LIFE

ZOE KLINE | STUDENT LIFE

SAHIL PATEL | STUDENT LIFE
Sophomore Noah Doppelt dives back into first base on a pickoff attempt against Fontbonne University on March 7 as the 
Fontbonne first baseman misses the throw. Doppelt advanced to second but was stranded on third base in the Bears’ 4-3 
loss to the Griffins.

Sophomore Alyssa Johanson re-
leases a running jumper in the lane 
against the University of Rochester 
on Feb. 10. The Bears shot just 30.2% 
from the field in the season-ending 
59-42 loss to DePauw on March 8.

Junior Tim Cooney dribbles up the floor during the men’s basketball team’s 
win over Spalding University. Cooney led the Bears’ comeback effort against 
Illinois Wesleyan University and finished with 11 points in the 71-67 loss.

SAHIL PATEL | STUDENT LIFE
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Admissions decisions went 
out to the Class of  2017 over 
the past 2 weeks, causing me to 
have flashbacks to the torturous 
process of  applying to college. 
But if  you want a peek behind 
the scenes of  the adults that 
decided our collegiate admis-
sions fates, mixed in with a 
mediocre romantic comedy, look 
no further than “Admission.” 
The movie follows Portia Nathan 
(Tina Fey), an admissions coun-
selor at Princeton University 
whose boss is retiring at the end 
of  the admissions period. The 
stakes are raised for her to bring 
in the best Princeton class ever, 
but her quest is derailed by John 
Pressman (Paul Rudd), a man 
who runs an alternative school. 
One of  the students at that 
school, Jeremiah (Nat Wolff), 
might even be connected to 
Portia’s past.

The film is adapted from a 
novel of  the same name by Jean 
Hanff  Korelitz by screenwriter 
Karen Croner whose only previ-
ous feature credit was the little 
seen Meryl Streep film “One 
True Thing.” Much like “Date 
Night” before it, the problem 
seems to be with the script. 
While it wasn’t a paint-by-
numbers rom-com, it wasn’t as 
uproariously funny as a movie 
starring Tina Fey and Paul Rudd 
should be. The moments in the 
film that seem to be genuinely 

improvised are the best ones. 
Flirting while washing off  
the placenta of  a freshly born 
calf  sounds preposterous, but 
it makes for one of  the better 
scenes in the movie. 

Thankfully, “Admission” has 
two magnetic and popular leads 
in Fey and Rudd. Fey is as good 
as she ever is playing the uptight, 
straitlaced career woman, and 
the scenes where she starts to feel 
those maternal urges are both 
touching and hilarious. Rudd, 
meanwhile, demonstrates how 
charming he is, even with both of  
his hands inside a very pregnant 
cow. And former Nickelodeon 
star Nat Wolff, in his first major 
film role, is more than capable of  
holding his own with both actors.

Recognizable actors pop up 
in almost every role, like Gloria 
Reuben (“Lincoln”) as Portia’s 
coworker nemesis and Michael 
Sheen (“Frost/Nixon”) as 
Portia’s long-term boyfriend. 
It was a delight to see Fey and 
Rudd work alongside comedic 
legends Wallace Shawn and 
Lily Tomlin as well. Tomlin, as 
Portia’s fiery feminist mother, 
threatened to steal the whole 
movie. 

Unfortunately, everything else 
about the movie is formulaic. 
The cinematography is glossy 
but uninteresting; the score 
tinkles along and is as vanilla 
as a Princeton legacy student. 
Paul Weitz is by no means a bad 
director, but he’s capable of  so 
much more, given that he had 
a hand in “About a Boy” and 
“American Pie.”

“Admission” was filmed on 
Princeton’s campus, which at 
times looked nearly identical 
to Washington University’s, 
making the film’s brief  look at 
college visits all too real for me. 
Whenever it does take on the 
admissions process, whether 
through Jonah’s unconventional 
school background or showing 
the desperation of  high-school 
students trying to learn the 
“secret” to get into Princeton, 
a more brutal, unflinchingly 

honest film emerges—one that 
is far more interesting than 
“Admission.” In one of  the 
climactic scenes, each counselor 
is forced to fight for his or her  
prospective students by region, 
and the film does not gloss over 

how ruthless a college can be in 
choosing its newest class of  stu-
dents. As the admissions office 
eliminates students, Portia sees 
a vision of  them in the room, 
falling through trap doors. If  not 
for Tina Fey and Paul Rudd, I 

might have wished a trap door 
had opened in the theater. They 
saved the movie from what might 
otherwise have been a failing 
grade. 

“Admission” opens Friday, March 
22.

‘Admission’
directed by
Paul Weitz

and starring
Tina Fey, Paul Rudd, 

Nat Wolff

opens Friday, March 22

MOVIE REVIEW

GEORGIE MORVIS
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

Yes, Justin Timberlake is back, but 
I’m not quite sure just how excited 
we should all be about that. Safe to 
say that Timberlake’s first album in 
seven years, “The 20/20 Experience” 
may be one of the most anticipated 
releases of the year, if not the decade. 
Sometimes the perennial superstar 
does meets our expectations; a large 
part of this album is innovative, sur-
prising and refreshing, but there are 
significant portions where the songs 
feel heavy and interminable and 
perhaps like they should have stayed 
back in the era of the boy band.

The first song on the album, 
“Pusher Love Girl” is one of the best, 
deserving its place as the introduction 
to the new (decidedly old-school) 
Timberlake. Blending Motown 
harmonies, throwback R&B grooves 
and JT’s signature smooth vocals 
produces something that, while it 
may have a foot firmly in the past, is 

decidedly modern and dance-able; I 
challenge you to sit completely still 
throughout the song. It’s impossible. 
This idea of looking back on influ-
ences from the past reigns throughout 
“The 20/20 Experience,” and most 
of the time, it works. Timbaland pro-
duced “Don’t Hold the Wall,” with 
its eastern samples and Timbaland’s 
bass vocals sounds like it could’ve 
come from the late ’90s, but it’s unde-
niably catchy.

Sometimes JT’s attempts at 
throwback go too far though. 
The beginning of “Strawberry 
Bubblegum” sounds exactly like 
the deep-voiced R&B parodies he 
performs with Andy Samberg on 
Saturday Night Live, and it’s hard 
to take the song seriously as a result. 
“Spaceship Coupe” is another that 
suffers from excessive cheesiness and 
commitment to a Motown theme. 

The album’s ultimate fault 
however, is its length. It may only be 
10 songs, but with an average song 
length of about seven minutes (three 

even near the eight minute mark) the 
album comes off as feeling swollen. 
Taking inspiration from the expansive 
rock songs of the ’70s and the false 
endings of Motown, sometimes the 
song extension works (see “Pusher 
Love Girl” again), but most of the 
time the extra, tacked on minutes 
are just repetitive samples that distort 
the sharpness and rhythm of the first 
parts of the song. “Let the Groove 
Get In” could have done much better 
as a snappy dance tune without the 
bloated ending. However, if you can 
make clever use of your skip button, 
you might make an early call for 
“The 20/20 Experience” as one of  
the best albums of the year. 

JT has stated to the press that 
this album is just part one of his 
2013 offerings, and that we should 
expect a second release later in the 
year. We can only hope that the next 
album carries over the brilliance 
and dazzling musicality without 
the low points that mar “The 20/20 
Experience.”

ALBUM REVIEW
‘The 20/20 Experience’ 

by Justin Timberlake

for fans of
Usher, Robin 

Thicke, Enrique 
Iglesias

singles to 
download

‘Pusher Love 
Girl,’ ‘Don’t 

Hold the Wall,’ 
‘Mirrors,’

KAYLA HOLLENBAUGH
MUSIC EDITOR
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SUMMER SESSIONS 2013

Enjoy all that Chicago and Loyola have to offer this summer while 
taking a class to lighten your load for the fall. Choose from several 

convenient locations and more than 300 courses.

Chicago  •  Online  •  Study Abroad
Cuneo Campus (Vernon Hills, IL)

Retreat and Ecology Campus (Woodstock, IL)

Apply and register today at LUC.edu/summer.

SCHOOL’S IN FOR

SUMMER.

The cast of ‘Admission’ 
on getting into college, humor and cow birth

Focus Features recently 
hosted a press junket 
for college journalists 
for the upcoming movie 
“Admission.” I was lucky 
enough to attend the press 
conference, whose panel 
included actors Tina Fey, 
Paul Rudd and Nat Wolff  
and director Paul Weitz.

The press conference 
opened with a question 
for the entire panel on the 
experience of  getting into 
college. Wolff, who played 
a senior at an alternative 
high school applying to 
college, was actually going 
through the application 
process while making the 
movie. So while visit-
ing college fairs, Wolff  
chose to talk to schools 
he wasn’t interested in as 
his math genius character, 
Jeremiah. 

“I really hit it off  with 
the MIT guy, and they still 
call me, like, twice, twice, 
you know, a week, and 
I have to tell them, you 
know, I’m not really, I’m 
not really good at math 
and science, and you don’t 
want me at your school.” 
Wolff  said. 

Fey was shocked that 
the SAT now had three 
parts, saying it made her 
feel old. Rudd, meanwhile, 
claimed he had never 
taken the SAT and had 
only taken the ACT. He 
also couldn’t remember 
ever applying to colleges, 
prompting Fey to crack 
“You just showed up 
at Kansas? You had a 
sweatshirt.”

Director Weitz added 

a story of  his applica-
tion experience, which 
included a hilarious anec-
dote about conning his 
parents into thinking he 
was a much better student 
then he was. 

“My high school used to 
send home report cards in 
the mail, and I had a deal 
going with the doorman 
in my building [where] 
he would save the report 
cards before my parents 
could get it…I would 
either rip off  a card if  I 
hadn’t done well, like I 
got a C- in a Shakespeare 
seminar—I’d just rip that 
card off—my parents never 
knew I took the class, and 
anything with a minus I 
would, with an exacto pen, 
change to a plus.” Weitz 
said.

When it came to actu-
ally applying, though, it 
led to an awkward con-
versation with his college 
guidance counselor. 

“My parents were 
like, ‘Well, he’s going to 
Harvard [University], 
Princeton [University] or 
Yale [University],’ and 
the counselor was like, 
‘I don’t think he has the 
grades for that.’ Anyway I 
ended up being very happy 
with where I went, but the 
application process was 
pretty funny,” Weitz said. 

Parts of  “Admission” 
were filmed on Princeton’s 
actual campus, which Fey 
and Rudd both said they 
enjoyed.

“My favorite scene that 
we shot on campus was 
with the a cappella group. 
It was the scene where 
I’m just like in tears, and 
I’m running through. And 

they are singing their…
you know, it’s a wonder-
fully sunny collegiate a 
cappella song, and also 
they sounded so good that 
we kept letting them finish 
the song every take even 
though the take was over,” 
Fey said. 

While “Admission” 
dealt with the stresses of  
getting into a top-level 
college, Fey had advice for 
those about to graduate 
college as well. 

“The only advice I feel 
qualified to give is for 
people who are interested 
in comedy, and I usually 
tell them to go, to not go 
to Los Angeles right away. 
Because I feel like if  you 
go to Chicago, or now 
actually there’s plenty of  
stuff  in New York, too, or 

maybe in Boston, where 
you can be on your feet 
more and do more stuff, 
even if  you’re a writer, you 
know can write a non-
equity play and get it up in 
Chicago before you throw 
yourself  wholeheartedly 
into the really business end 
of  the business,” Fey said.

The best question for 
the panel was about one 
of  the funniest scenes. In 
the movie, Fey, Rudd and 
Wolff  all have to assist a 
cow give birth, and it’s as 
messy as a cow birth could 
be. Wolff  said he bonded 
with the baby calf, which 
Weitz ended up cutting 
from the final movie. 

“I was really into the 
calf; I actually gave up 
eating red meat after that 
scene,” Wolff  said. 

The comedic chemis-
try of  the two leads was 
apparent in the press 
conference as they were 
constantly cracking jokes. 
When asked about doing 
television, Rudd turned to 
Fey and asked if  she had 
ever done “Saturday Night 
Live” before. 

Fey also discussed the 
finale of  her television 
show “30 Rock,” which 
had ended its seventh sea-
son just the week prior to 
the press conference. 

“It was very bittersweet 
ending, but we had such 
a…the fact that we knew 
it was ending was such a 
great thing. We weren’t 
just cancelled—that we 
were able to say to the 
network, ‘Can we just do 
it—these last 13—and be 

done,’ and they were like, 
‘Yeah, ’cause your show’s 
fricking expensive.’ So it 
was nice; everyone got to 
say goodbye in the most 
thorough way, so it’s OK,” 
Fey said. 

“Admission” is a movie 
that toes the line between 
drama and comedy, and 
the closing question of  the 
panel covered that balance. 
Fey felt that it was impor-
tant to play her character 
as realistically as pos-
sible while Weitz added 
that characters in a good 
comedy or drama don’t 
know they’re being funny 
or going through moments 
of  pathos. 

“Life is funny and life is 
dramatic, and those tend 
to be my favorite kinds of  
stories,” Rudd said.

GEORGIE MORVIS
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR
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          drink &  dine
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This Thursday, March 21, the 
A.E. Hotchner Studio Theatre 
will host the world premiere of  a 
student-written play, “‘If  I Were 
You’ and other Elvis Presley 
songs.” Senior Cadenza Editor 
Georgie Morvis sat down with 
two members of  the cast and 
the playwright herself. Leah 
Barsanti, who won last year’s 
Hotchner Playwriting Contest, 
is a senior majoring in English 
literature with minors in drama 
and writing. 

Jamie Gottlieb, who plays 
Sadie, is a senior majoring in 
Latin American Studies and 
Spanish with a minor in drama. 
Hal Matthews is a freshman 
majoring in German.

Student Life: Describe the 
plot of the play. Is it a drama 
or a comedy?
Hal Matthews: It doesn’t 
really fit into either category.
Jamie Gottlieb: It’s a dram-
edy. It’s about a family that 
has moved to California from 
the South, and the brother, 
Brett, is very unhappy and 
seeks solace in an Elvis imper-
sonators’ club until one day 
his sister, Sadie, investigates 

A Q&A with the cast and writer of 
  ‘If I Were You, and other Elvis Presley songs’
GEORGIE MORVIS
SENIOR CADENZA EDITOR

and tries to bring him back.
HM: Specifically, the family 
had just moved from Elvis’s 
hometown of Tupelo, Miss., 
thus the angst. The play is 
pretty much entirely from 
Sadie’s perspective. She is 
very concerned about her 
brother and had previously 
had a really close relation-
ship with him and sees that 
relationship dwindling as 
Brett becomes more secretive 
and doesn’t want to play with 
her anymore. She takes a lot 
of responsibility for Brett’s 
actions. 
Leah Barsanti: I think it’s 
changed a bit throughout the 
writing process. Originally, I 
would have said it was about 
Brett’s sense of being himself  
and how being himself wasn’t 
enough for him. I think that’s 
still present, but it’s much 
more Sadie’s play now. At its 
core, it’s about a brother-sister 
relationship and a sister who 
really loves her brother and 
he moves away but in a more 
dramatic way. I really do think 
it is about a sister who loves 
her brother very much and 
how she deals with it.

SL: Go into a little more 
detail about who your 

characters are.
JG: Sadie is very spunky. I 
think in Leah’s description 
she said she exists in a triangle 
between idealism, edginess 
and spunk. She thinks she’s 
[going to] be a famous TV star 
when she grows up, and she’s 
really upset that she has lost 
her playmate. I think she has 
confidence that most 13 year 
old girls don’t have in that she 
will do anything to get her 
brother back. 
HM: Brett is very, very 
angsty. His greatest fear is to 
be normal, I think. He wants 
to be special; he wants to be 
distinguished. He finds that in 
being an Elvis impersonator. 
JG: It’s just your average 
story. 

SL: What was it like working 
with a student playwright?
JG: Leah is one of my really 
good friends, and I was glad 
to be working with someone 
who knew me really well. So 
she won the A.E. Hotchner 
competition in the fall and 
did a table read, and then she 
started doing a lot of rewrites. 
So then we already had the 
cast for the spring, and she 
really catered the characters 
to us. She’s been at every 

rehearsal saying little things, 
but now she’s sitting back and 
letting her play happen, and 
it’s really wonderful to know 
that her text is now a play. 
HM: It was fun to watch the 
changes they’ve made from 
beginning to end. The play 
is completely different from 
what it was. It’s been devel-
oped from this ever-changing 
text and draft to something 
finished that has a set and 
costumes.
JG: So many costumes. All 
of the costumes.

SL: So Jamie said you go to 
all the rehearsals, Leah. How 
involved are you with that 
process? 
LB: At the very beginning, 
before the table read, when 
I was still doing extensive 
rewrites and restructuring 
and changing whole scenes, 
I was more or less who the 
actors would consult with at 
the beginning. Now, it’s more 
if Jeffrey really needs a simple 
line change he just double 
checks with me. I guess now 
I’m the person most avail-
able to get coffee during the 
rehearsal process, but I love it. 
HM: I would say the nature 
of the dialogue didn’t really 
change, but many of the 
scenes as well as the chrono-
logical order of events would 
change. Many relationships 
that were originally larger 
parts of the play were sort of  
diminished to make room 
for other relationships, which 
ended up changing the 
themes.

SL: Leah, when did you first 
get the idea for the play?
LB: I was writing a really bad 
play for Carter Lewis’s class, 
and I knew it was bad and 
he knew it was bad, and he 
suggested writing something 
else. So I scrapped that and 
started a new play. The prob-
lem with the first play was 
that it was too abstract, and 

so I tried grounding the new 
play more in reality. So it was 
about this girl whose brother 
joins a gang, and I thought 
that was really boring. I had 
recently been to Memphis 
for a fraternity formal, and 
my date and I had gone to 
Graceland to see Elvis. So I 
wrote this note on my draft 
saying “This is really shitty. 
If it’s gonna be bad, make it 
about something funny, like 
an Elvis impersonator.” And I 
turned in the first 10 pages to 
Carter, not realizing I hadn’t 
deleted that note. And Carter 
read it and was like, “I like the 
idea about making it about 
Elvis impersonators.” And I 
was like, how did you know 
that was an idea? And he was 
like you wrote me a note… So 
I forgot to erase it, and that’s 
how the play happened.

SL: How long did it take you 
to write the first draft?
LB: The very first draft I 
whipped out in about two 
weeks ‘cause I had to make 
the deadline for the class. 
I’ve been editing it for basi-
cally two years since then. 
The draft I submitted to the 
Hotchner contest was actually 
the second or third draft. 

SL: Did Carter [Lewis] help 
you a lot with editing the play?
LB: The actual first draft he 
sort of let me do my own 
thing and gave me notes at the 
end when I turned it in. He 
helped me originally by teach-
ing me how to write plays, 
but we didn’t converse much 
until the Hotchner festival. He 
was the official dramaturg for 
the play project and the other 
dramaturg for the table read, 
but he’s helped a lot. He’s 
brilliant. 

SL: What about working 
with the director, Jeffrey 
Matthews? How was that?
LB: He’s just a total goofball. 
He’s so passionate about what 

he’s doing. Whenever I go 
into his office, he’s watching 
Elvis videos. He’s funny and 
has a good attitude and I 
think everyone really enjoys 
working with him ’cause he’s 
just this goofy guy. I think a 
lot of the teachers and staff  
working on the play are reliv-
ing their childhood with this 
play ’cause it’s set in the ’70s, 
which gave them a way to 
connect with it. He’s gone on 
a journey with the play, but 
mainly he’s become obsessed 
with Elvis.

SL: Hal, the director of the 
show is your father. What was 
it like working with him as 
your director?
HM: I didn’t really know 
how to feel about it at the 
beginning, but he’s basically 
been a personal director to me 
my entire life, and he raised 
me into the theater, so we’ve 
already worked together 
personally on a lot of things. 
So it ended up being a pretty 
positive experience ’cause 
I was already used to how 
he works and what he likes. 
It was funny because over 
spring break we couldn’t have 
a single conversation with 
each other that was not about 
the play. It’s become sort of a 
24-hour thing that is unavoid-
able, but it’s been very positive 
as well.

SL: Last question, for Leah. 
Are you nervous for the 
premiere?
LB: I’m terrified. I think it’s 
a lot because there’s nothing 
else I can do. Throughout the 
whole process I was like this 
is going to get better; this is 
going to get better. And I think 
it’s in a really good place, but 
I can no longer be proactive 
about it. I’m terrified, but it’s 
also awesome. 

Editor’s note: Jamie Gottlieb is a 
Cadenza Writer on Student Life’s 
staff.

“IF I WERE YOU, AND OTHER ELVIS PRESLEY SONGS”

Written by Leah Barsanti | Directed by Jeffery Matthews

Adults $15

Students, Seniors, 
Children, Wash. U. 
Faculty/Staff $10

THURSDAY 3/21
FRIDAY 3/22
SATURDAY 3/238PM
SATURDAY 3/23
SUNDAY 3/242PM
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ACROSS
1 Zion National

Park’s state
5 “Liquid diet”

drinkers
9 Low-prestige

position
14 Actress Rogers
15 Front of the boat
16 River in Lyons
17 Prime hours for

television
broadcasters

20 Snorkeling spot
21 Quaint “before”
22 Scissors sound
23 Down in the

dumps
27 Scrape together,

with “out”
28 Googler’s success
29 Skinny Olive
30 Transferred, as

property
32 Small amount
34 GM navigation

system
37 “Greetings,

Paddy!”
42 List of corrections
43 Created, as a web
45 Jim of “Liar, Liar”
48 Dreamer’s

acronym
51 Dedicated lines?
52 Conquistador’s

treasure
53 Moonshine, or a

soda named for it
57 Connecting point
59 Game with Skip

and Reverse
cards

60 Show one’s
pearly whites

61 Conduct
observed during
international
negotiations

66 Delta rival, as it
used to be called

67 Southernmost
Great Lake

68 Top draft status
69 Debussy’s “slow”
70 Studio payment
71 More-caloric egg

part

DOWN
1 “Steee-rike!”

caller
2 Accessory with a

Windsor knot

3 Liqueur
sometimes used
in amandine
sauce

4 Backpackers’
outings

5 All gussied up
6 Forty-niner’s pay

dirt
7 Beach bring-

along
8 Marble cake

pattern
9 Flavor-enhancing

additive
10 Maine Coon and

Manx
11 Signed up for
12 Ready for

recording
13 Alerted, in a way
18 Legislative

turndown
19 Must
23 Ill. metropolis
24 Laugh-a-minute

type
25 Wahine’s

greeting
26 In the vicinity
31 Coastal divers
33 Mimic
35 Hoops dangler
36 Shrewd
38 City near Provo

39 Beta-test
40 Little music player
41 Not decent, so to

speak
44 Still in the

package
45 Government

official working
overseas

46 Inspire, as
curiosity

47 Former NBAer
Dennis

49 Predatory
hatchling

50 Surrealist Joan
54 Less than
55 Bête __
56 “Star Trek” co-

star of Shatner
58 Radiate
62 Anger
63 Tailor’s 

fastener
64 Toon collectible
65 Talk and talk
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candidates at the time of  
elections. 

Throughout the ceremony, 
speakers responded to the 
February 27 incident in Bear’s 
Den by calling on the new 
officers to help promote an 
inclusive campus.

“In light of recent events, 
many members of our com-
munity have begun to realize 
that Wash. U….is not per-
fect,” Nicks said. “There is 
much work ahead for both 
Student Union and every 
single one of us here at Wash. 
U.”

“It takes each and every 
one of us to build an inclusive 
and welcoming community,” 
he added. “It takes each of us 
actually listening and getting 
to know one another to create 
continued progress.” 

Matt Re, incoming SU 
president, also spoke of the 
role that SU would play in 
building such a community.

“Student Union helps 

create the campus com-
munity students are calling 
for—one that values academ-
ics, inclusion, diversity, social 
experiences and mutual 
respect and understanding 
for others. That is the Student 
Union I envision leading this 
next year.”

He also spoke about the 
platform of Progress Slate, on 
which he ran, emphasizing 
his desire to make SU more 
accessible to students. 

“Too often, SU focuses 
just on student groups and 
not on students, who are our 
constituency,” Re said. He 
also stated that he was will-
ing to meet with students who 
wanted to share their opinions 
even if they did not have sug-
gestions for major changes in 
SU. 

The inauguration wrapped 
up with a dinner and the 
informal presentation of light-
hearted paper plate awards to 
the outgoing officers.
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Students enjoy hot dogs, popcorn and cotton candy at the WUrld Fair, presented by Congress of the South 40. The event featured a 
presentation about the 1904 World’s Fair by Missouri History Museum curator Sharon Smith as well as performances from WUSwing, 
WUSauce and WUStyle.



The members of Petra and the 
Priorities rush into the Danforth 
University Center from the cold 
March air having just come from 
a jazz composition class. Almost 
all are involved in the Washington 
University music department and 
met through the program. Even 
before arriving at college, however, 
the bandmates were serious musi-
cians. All have played their respective 
instruments for at least 10 years, 
though Petra, the band’s namesake 
and frontwoman, did not have formal 
vocal training until she came to 
Wash. U. as a music major.

Petra and the Priorities is com-
prised of seven dedicated musicians: 
freshman Bennett Kelberman (trum-
pet), senior Petra Greenidge (vocals) 
and juniors Drew Cooper (guitar), 
Dylan French (drums), Tim Greer 
(saxophone), Chris Hiller (bass) and 
Jeff Stephens (keyboard). Each has 
his or her own musical style; their 
inspirations range from jazz saxo-
phonist John Coltrane to rock band 
Yes to gospel group Mary Mary. 
This difference in taste produces a 
sound that Greer describes as “super 
eclectic.” Indeed, if you visit one of  
their websites, you will find yourself  
confronted with a wide variety of  
tunes including newer pop hits like 
“Domino” as well as classic rock and 
jazz numbers such as “Get Back” 
and even an original piece, “Take Me 
Away,” which the members note is 
their favorite song to perform.

It is not only the diverse musical 
stylings that make the band so suc-
cessful but also the personalities of  
those in the group. Greenidge says 
of founding members French and 
Cooper, “[they] have very different 
personalities, but they’re both integral 
parts of the band...they really balance 
each other out...and keep [us] going.” 
In fact, much of what the Priorities 
have learned over their time as a 
band is how to work together as a 

group. “Learning to play with [six] 
other people is something I’ve been 
learning,” Greer says, as “saxophone 
is normally a solo instrument.” 
Stephens is proud of their success in 
this regard: “We’ve gotten better as 
a band, just being able to anticipate 
things better.” Greer agrees, noting, 
“We know each other’s playing 
style.”

This allows them to improvise 
frequently on stage, which brings 
excitement and a new flavor to 
each show. Several of the Priorities 
consider this the best part of perform-
ing. For Stephens, “always creating 
something new that you’ve never 
done before...it’s the most euphoric 
thing in life to me.”

For other band members, it’s 
the connection with the audience 
that makes performing so exciting. 
“Touching other people, making 
them happy, making them jump, 
sharing with them—it’s a really 
amazing experience,” Greenidge, 
who admits that she’s shy on stage 
but still loves to be there for this 
reason, says. Kelberman notes, “Just 
getting positive feedback is a blast,” to 
which Cooper adds, “When we get 
off [stage], people want an encore, 
and we just played one, but they want 
more!”

Their audience’s reaction is 
evidence of their talent, as is the 
extensive list of gigs they have played. 
They have been featured at private 
parties and bars on the Delmar Loop, 
as well as having shared the stage 
with big-name musicians such as the 
Gym Class Heroes and Fitz & The 
Tantrums at last spring’s WUStock 
and W.I.L.D., respectively. The sheer 
number of shows they have played 
is also a testament to their passion. 
Cooper states, “We had a month or 
two where we played at least once a 
week.” Their love of their craft is also 
evident in how they talk about it. “I 
really just can’t see myself not being 
able to sing,” Greenidge says while 
Cooper smiles and remarks, “This is 
just what I do.”
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Wash. U., I do – College and marriage: A happy union

Washington University is 
filled with students from various 
locations and socioeconomic 
backgrounds and with diverse 
religions, political views and 
more. But one thing binds us all 
together: a desire to learn from 
each other, gain new perspec-
tives and realize that change is 
not only possible but also some-
thing to be embraced.

Marriage: lives with different 
backgrounds, different experi-
ences and different challenges 
come together to create one new 
community. Sounds a lot like 
college, no?

For senior Kris Campa, the 
two are more intertwined than 
most.

After proposing to his 
girlfriend of  nine years, Shey 
Olten Campa, the two were 
married this past summer, and 
it has been, according to Kris 
Campa, “everything I expected 
and more.” From their first 
date in seventh grade to bat-
tling through the dreaded long 
distance relationship partway 
through high school to finally 
attending college in the same 
city, he said, “everything was 
there—the passion, the love, the 
respect.”

Both of  the Campas grew up 
in families of  divorce, which 
has only strengthened their faith 
and dedication within their 
marriage. 

“We are both very family-ori-
ented,” Campa said. “I always 
wanted a family where I could 

stay with my wife, and nothing 
could separate us—which is 
what I found, thankfully. I found 
her in seventh grade.”

Of  course, as with anything 
in life, there have been some 
challenges along the way. For 
starters, the approval of  family 
was not easily achieved. Campa 
recalls many family members 
insisted he “wait—get your feet 
under you, get out in the real 
world before thinking about 
marriage.”

While it was hard to hear from 
relatives, Campa understands 
their concern for financial 
stability. 

“Many times people look at 
that before going into any rela-
tionship,” he said. “If  you guys 
have the love there, anything is 
possible.”

As far as peers go, Campa 
said,  “A lot of  people are really 
surprised that I got married, but 
everyone I care about is really 
supportive of  it, and that’s what 
matters the most to me.”

Aside from the concerns of  
others, the hardest part of  mar-
riage for his wife and him has 
been setting time apart for each 
other.  With him at Wash. U. 
and her at Webster University, 
time together is scarce. However, 
even though their busy sched-
ules are filled with classes, jobs, 
extracurriculars and everything 
else being 22 years old entails, 
Campa said his most treasured 
activity is learning how to cook 
in their shared apartment.

Campa’s advice to anyone 
pursuing a relationship applies 
to anyone entering a new 

chapter of  life. He urged, “Be 
open with it and be willing to 
try new things and make new 
experiences. That’s the best way 
to experience a relationship. If  
that works, go with it, don’t try 
and stop it. Let what happens 
happen. If  it’s meant to be, it 
will be.”

Many view college as a time 
to expand their horizons, try 
new things and even experi-
ment with new lifestyles. Campa 
explains that marriage has not 
derailed this quest in any way. 
In fact, it has only enriched his 
experiences.

“She is my best friend,” 
Campa said. “If  anything, it 
makes life that much more 
enjoyable.” 

Contrary to popular belief, 
marriage within college is not 
an uncommon phenomenon. 
According to a survey by the 
National Center for Education 
Statistics in 2008, out of  20,928 
undergraduates surveyed, about 
18 percent reported they were 
married.

Never close yourself  off  to 
something because it appears 
unconventional. That is one les-
son everyone should take away 
from college, and the Campas 
gracefully set an example to 
follow. You never know where it 
could take you.

CAROLINE LUDEMAN
SENIOR SCENE EDITOR

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE CAMPAS

Musical Priorities
EMILY COUCH
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

[CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT]: Kris Campa and Shey Olten Campa show off their 
wedding bands. Kris Campa and Shey Olten Campa on their wedding day this 
past summer. Kris Campa and Shey Olten Campa at an eighth grade dance 
together.

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF PETRA AND THE PRIORITIES

[FROM TOP]: Petra and the Priorities play on the Swamp at last year’s WUStock. Petra and the Priorities open W.I.L.D. 
last spring before Fitz & the Tantrums. The band features seven undergraduate students.
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