
Starting next year, healthy 
living communities for fresh-
men, more commonly known as 
substance-free floors, will be elim-
inated from the South 40.

Incoming freshmen who wish 
to reside in healthy living com-
munities will be placed in either 
suites or rooms with others who 
mark the same option on their 
housing preference form but on 
the same floor as other students 

who did not.
Associate Director 

of  Residential Life Tim 
Lempfert cited multiple 
reasons for the change. 
“We’ve had this program for a 
while, and now we’re looking 
to make some improvements,” 
he said. “There are a number of  
students who have mentioned 
there’s a stigma of  healthy living 
floors for being quieter and more 
studious, which isn’t a good rep-
resentation because it implies that 
other, non-healthy living floors 

aren’t. We want all students to be 
respectful of  others both academi-
cally and socially and want to 
remove this stigma.”

The healthy living suites and 
rooms that will be introduced as 
the new option next year would 
not necessarily be publicized as 
sub-free, and they would be spread 
across different freshman floors.

“Students don’t necessarily 
like all the facets of  living on an 
entirely healthy living floor,” 
Lempfert said. “Hopefully this 
will help us improve and make the 

floors more integrated.”
Some students are opposed to 

the decision. 
“For the concept of  a sub-free 

floor, I think this probably isn’t 
the best idea,” sophomore Anchal 
Saxena said. “I think the reason 
a lot of  people choose to live on 
a sub-free floor is to avoid having 
alcohol on their floor, and this 
new system defeats that purpose.”

Saxena added there might be 
additional difficulties for fresh-
men who sign up for the healthy 
living option in adjusting to 

college.
“When you’re a freshman, at 

the beginning you’re pretty much 
only interacting with your floor,” 
she said. “I think if  you have a 
floor that’s not sub-free, the peo-
ple who live in the sub-free rooms 
might have a more difficult time 
adjusting to the floor dynamic and 
meeting people who want to do 
the same things as them.”

While the issue of  floor 
dynamic is one upon which many 
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RED CARPET REWIND
Cadenza reviews who wore it 
best through the award season 
(Cadenza, pg 10)

BASKETBALL PRIMER
Previewing men’s and 
women’s basketball
(Sports, pg 7)
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Substance-free housing to transition to suite option 

Fewer than two dozen students 
attended this year’s Student 
Union debates and nearly half  
of  them were candidates.

The debates, which were 
held Wednesday evening in the 
Danforth University Center, 
lasted just over an hour and 
saw the Progress Slate, running 
unopposed for SU executive 
council, field questions unop-
posed while the Legacy and 
Inspire Slates took turns answer-
ing questions about their plans 
should they be elected as Senior 
Class Council.

Of  the 22 students present, 
10 were candidates, and many 

of  the remaining students were 
affiliated with SU.

SU elections will be held on 
May 5 and 6.

Progress Slate candidates dis-
cussed topics ranging from the 
prior experience that qualifies 
them for executive positions to 
how they plan to help build com-
munity within SU. Responding 
to a student who drew atten-
tion to the slate’s unreleased 
platform, Progress Slate’s can-
didate for vice president of  
administration, junior Liz Hay, 
described the four “pillars” of  
development on which the slate 
intends to focus. The four pillars, 
according to Hay, were progress 

MANVITHA MARNI
STAFF REPORTER

Few attend SU debates, 
exec candidates discuss 
developing platform

ABOVE: The scavenger hunt list provided to the SAE pledges shown in a photo 
provided by an anonymous member of the fraternity; relevant passages have been 
highlighted by the editor. RIGHT: A SAE pledge is photographed facing into a corner 
in Bear’s Den early Wednesday morning, provided by an anonymous member of the 
fraternity. 

The headliner at this year’s 
Spring Comedy Show has an 
accomplishment of  which 
some Washington University 
students might be envious: he 
was accepted to Harvard Law 
School. But instead of  pursuing 
a legal career, Demetri Martin 
switched to stand-up comedy, 
becoming a regular contributor 
to “The Daily Show” and star 
of  the Comedy Central show 
“Important Things with Demetri 
Martin.”

The University’s Social 
Programming Board announced 
Thursday that Martin, 39, will 
host the biannual comedy show 
held on April 15 in Graham 
Chapel.

Freshman Brian Benton, com-
edy director for SPB, said group 
members chose Martin because 
they wanted a recognizable tal-
ent for SPB’s first major show.

“We didn’t really want to take 
a risk for our first show,” Benton 
said.

“His material is something a 
lot of  students can relate with,” 
Benton added. “He graduated 

Demetri 
Martin 
to host 
campus 
show

SEE MARTIN, PAGE 2

SEE SU, PAGE 2

OPINION-EDITORIAL
The Diversity Affairs 
Council responds
(Forum, pg 4)

SEE SUB-FREE, PAGE 9

POSTSECRET EXHIBIT SPARKS DIALOGUE

JUSTIN ZHENG | STUDENT LIFE

Student confessions hang in Ursa’s as part of Uncle Joe’s PostSecret event. For more coverage on the story, see “Post 
Secret,” page 3. 

SAE suspended after racial 
slur in pledge activity

All Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
activities have been suspended 
after a pledge activity turned 
racially inflammatory.

Several black students eating 
dinner at Bear’s Den Tuesday 
night were approached by a 
group of  fraternity pledges 
who took a picture of  a pledge 
brother standing behind the 
diners as part of  a pledge 

scavenger hunt.
Later, another SAE pledge 

began reading the lyrics to 
Dr. Dre’s “B------ Ain’t S---” in 
slam-poetry style for the same 
scavenger hunt. According to 
a copy of  the scavenger hunt 
instructions, the pledge could 
also have chosen Lil Jon & the 
East 

Side Boyz’s “Get Low.” Both 
songs contain multiple uses of  
the N-word.

Sophomore Fade Oluokun 

said he and the other black stu-
dents sitting at the table were 
confused and startled by the 
pledges’ actions.

After the pledge read the 
racial slur in the song lyric, 
Oluokun said he left the table 
to distance himself  from the 
situation.

“[I] just thought it would be 
best if  I walked away before I 
did something that I wouldn’t 
like doing,” Oluokun said. 
“We weren’t really doing 

anything. We were just kind of  
taken aback by it all.”

According to a written 
account by senior Kayla 
Webb, the pledge who recited 
the inflammatory lyrics later 
approached the group of  black 
students and apologized.

SAE is currently operating 
under a cease-and-desist order 
from its national organization, 
and Washington University has 

SEE SAE, PAGE 3
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THURSDAY 28
RAIN/SNOW
39 / 30

FRIDAY 1
CLOUDY
35 / 24

SATURDAY 2
FLURRIES
33 / 21

SUNDAY 3
PARTLY CLOUDY
37 / 27theflipside

February 22
Property Damage— At 10:55 p.m., during 
a routine a patrol, one end of a stairway 
handrail in the Village House was found to 
have been torn from the wall. Damage: To be 
determined.
Disposition: Pending.

February 26
Informational Report—At 11:44 p.m. in 
Olin Library, an investigation was conducted 
into a complaint of a threat in an online chat 
room. No threat was located.
Disposition: Cleared.

Damaged Property—At 8:52 p.m., a 
complainant reported scratch marks on her 
vehicle in Wallace Garage.
Disposition: Pending.

February 27
Larceny—At 1:50 a.m., a complainant 
reported the theft of both license plates from 
her vehicle in Millbrook Garage.  
Disposition: Pending.

FRIDAY 1
DUC ‘N Donuts
Danforth University Center, North Entrance, 
9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
The first Friday of each month classes are 
in session, the Danforth University Center 
offers donuts, coffee and information free to 
Wash. U. students. This event is open to the 
University community only. 

“Life is but a Moment”: 
A Graduate Voice Recital
560 Music Center, Ballroom Theater
The recital features Kathleen Redmon, 
soprano, and Gail Hintz, piano, with Kelly 
Pappageorge, mezzo-soprano. The event is 
free and open to the public.

Ovations Series
Mallinckrodt Center, Edison Theatre, 8 p.m.
“Beauty & Underground River” performed 
by Jane Comfort and Company. Tickets are 
$36 for the general public, $32 for seniors, 
$28 for Wash. U. faculty and staff, and 
$20 for students and children. Tickets are 
available through the Edison Theatre box 
office and through all MetroTix outlets. Also 
on March 2.

SATURDAY 2
Free Traveler’s Vehicle Inspection Service
Millbrook Garage, Lower Level, 
12 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
The event is open to Wash. U. students, 
faculty and staff. Sponsored by Washington 
University Police and Parking Services and 
in partnership with Hartmann’s Towing. 

DDR Night @ the DUC
Danforth University Center, Fun Room 243, 
4 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Come to play Dance Dance Revolution (DDR). 
This event is open to all Wash. U. students. 

SUNDAY 3
The Chinese Students Association Presents 
“Angry Asian Man”
Umrath Hall, Umrath Lounge, 3 p.m.
Phil Yu, the man behind the “Angry Asian 
Man” blog will speak about how he started 
his blog, his experience and will also discuss 
current events within the Asian American 
community. The event is sponsored by the 
Chinese Students Association.

EVENT
CALENDAR

POLICE
BEAT

QUOTE
OF THE DAY

“What happened 
last night is a very 
serious thing to 
happen in our 
community just 
because it’s not who 
we are.”
- Sharon Stahl, 
vice chancellor for 
students on the SAE 
pledge incident

ATTENTION SOPHOMORES

Trek to Minneapolis: Day in the Life Tour 
exclusively for WashU

 April 12th, 2013
Join us for a recruiting trek to Minneapolis and  visit with recruiters from 

Target, General Mills & Best Buy

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: MARCH 7TH

Cost, travel and details in CAREERlink
For more information, contact culver@wustl.edu

from Yale; he’s very well-educated...
he has a different take on comedy.”

Martin has worked both as a stand-
up comedian on Comedy Central and 
as a writer for “Late Night with Conan 
O’Brien.” His style as a stand-up 
comic is unconventional and involves 
making use of  one-liners, drawing 
pads and musical accompaniment for 
his jokes.

The show will be free for stu-
dents, and SPB may not offer tickets 
for outside guests because Martin is 
appearing at The Pageant the week 

beforehand. Although ticketing proce-
dures have yet to be finalized, SPB is 
confident that the choice will draw a 
large University audience.

“We’re pretty excited about it, and 
we hope that students will be too,” 
Benton said.

“I have heard of  him before so that’s 
pretty surprising that he’s coming,” 
junior Alisa Li said. “I like him, he’s 
really funny and creative and I’m look-
ing forward to his concert.”

With additional reporting by Sahil Patel 
and Michael Tabb.

inward; progress together, a pillar 
which expressed the slate’s intent to 
work more closely with students; prog-
ress on campus; and progress beyond 
campus, which encompassed collabo-
ration with other universities and the 
St. Louis community.

Sophomore Michael Land, can-
didate for vice president of  public 
relations, was asked what he thought 
SU could have improved upon in the 
previous year. He expressed a desire 
for an all-school calendar to avoid 
overlapping events such as TEDx, the 
MythBusters visit and the Book of  
Mormon show, which all occur in the 
coming weekend.

Three representatives from each of  
the senior class council slates were 
present: among the absent was Legacy 
Slate’s presidential candidate, Varun 
Mehrotra, who is studying abroad. 
Members of  each slate detailed how 
they planned to program for the class 
of  2014, which both slates agreed 
would be a challenge given the class’ 
size and diversity.

 “We want to be able to hit every 
single student in the class of  2014 
but not necessarily through the same 
program. We understand that 1,500 
students are probably not going to 
come to every single program that we 
have, but we want to offer at least one 

or two programs that each student can 
say, ‘That is something that I would 
interested be interested in doing,’” 
Asha Thomas, Legacy Slate secretary 
candidate, said.

Both slates also expressed a desire 
to create new programming beyond 
traditional senior events. One event 
proposed by Bailey Breems, Inspire 
Slate’s presidential candidate, was a 
trip to the Boathouse in Forest Park 
for dinner and to make use of  the 
paddleboats. 

“I think the key part of  this event is 
trying to get a cut rate on the paddle 
boats. I think it’d be just a lot of  fun 
to have…a bunch of  seniors out riding 
paddleboats around at 9:00 at night 
when nobody else is out there. That’d 
be a very unique experience and a very 
memorable experience for seniors,” 
Breems explained.

Breems also expressed a desire to 
focus on developing programming for 
students who do not wish to drink alco-
hol. Legacy Slate later addressed the 
same topic, answering a question about 
how the slates planned to reach out to 
such students. Hilary Brownstead, 
treasurer candidate for Legacy Slate, 
noted that the slate contained members 
who did not drink alcohol and would 
therefore keep in mind the importance 
of  non-alcohol-focused programming.

SU FROM PAGE 1

MARTIN FROM PAGE 1
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With over 170 secrets submit-
ted, Uncle Joe’s Peer Counseling 
and Resource Center’s PostSecret 
event aimed to allow students to 
express their innermost thoughts 
and feelings through anonymous 
postcards.

The Monday night event held as 
part of  Mental Health Awareness 
Week had a large turnout and posi-
tive responses from students.

At the event, all of  the secrets 
were displayed for students’ view-
ing and reflection. 

“I submitted a card, and it was 
scary, but the act of  writing every-
thing down was liberating, and it 
was amazing not just to get it out 
but that other people wrote the 
same thing I did,” freshman Shana 
Zucker said. 

PostSecret is a national initiative 
that anonymously collects people’s 
secrets in the form of  postcards and 
then puts them online, in books or 
in museum exhibits for others to 
see. Founded by Frank Warren in 
January 2005, the organization has 
since received over 500,000 secrets.

The first PostSecret event at 
Washington University was held 
during last year’s Mental Health 
Awareness Week.

“We wanted to establish 
[PostSecret] at Wash. U. for people 
to tell secrets they haven’t before. I 
think it gives people space to think 
about their secrets and reflect,” 
senior Robert Kim, co-director of  
Uncle Joe’s, said. “A lot of  stu-
dents don’t have time when life is 
so busy, so this gave them time to 

do that.”
This year students were given 

a longer period of  time to sub-
mit their secrets, and Uncle Joe’s 
reported getting around 70 more 
secrets than last year.

The secrets varied widely from 
positive to serious to confessional. 
One postcard read, “I struggle 
believing that I am worthy” while 
another stated, “I truly, honestly 
love my life.”

Both students organizing and 
attending the event felt that it was 
an important step toward raising 
awareness about mental health and 
other struggles that students face.

“It gets it out of  your head,” 
Uncle Joe’s member and sopho-
more Madison Pomerantz said. 
“People say, ‘Wow, this person 
feels the same way.’ It’s validating.”  

Several members of  WU-SLam 
also performed at the event. The 
poems were geared toward con-
fessions through poetry, keeping 
with the theme of  getting secrets or 
struggles out into the open.

A poem by senior Jacqui 
Germain, WU-SLam’s vice-presi-
dent of  Human Resources, spoke 
about the humanness of  mental 
illness by discussing the mental 
breakdown of  Jason Russell, the 
creator of  the Kony 2012 
campaign.

Seniors Meredith Irvin and 
Gabriel Cralley and freshmen 
Karisa Tavassoli and Emily Alves 
also performed.

“I think that people showing 
up and submitting cards shows 
that people care,” Kim said. “It 
gives people opportunity, and that 
changes things.”

LEIGH BROSOF
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

PostSecret gets its 
message out with 
anonymous messages

indefinitely suspended all of  the 
chapter’s activities as it continues 
to investigate the incident.

Fraternity president and junior 
Michael Zissman apologized for 
the actions on a Facebook thread 
but did not provide additional 
comment.

Inter-Fraternity Council presi-
dent and junior Joe Craig issued a 
statement distancing the students’ 
actions from the council and 
chapter of  SAE.

“The actions of  the Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon pledges are not 
consistent with our values, or 
the values of  the Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon fraternity, and we are con-
fident that the responsible parties 
will be disciplined accordingly,” 
Craig wrote. “The exact details 
of  the incident are being investi-
gated, and we have no doubt that 
the necessary steps will be taken 
to create an environment in which 
individuals can learn from the 
mistakes made in the past and 
attempt to move forward in cre-
ating a more understanding and 
accepting community. Our com-
munity’s next steps are to focus on 
healing and bringing the under-
lying issues of  this incident to 
light.”

Sharon Stahl, vice chancellor 
for students, said in a campus-
wide email Wednesday that the 
behavior is entirely discordant 
with the University’s belief  in 
diversity.

“It’s very important to under-
stand what happened, and we’re 
in the process of  determining that 
right now in as prompt and thor-
ough a manner as possible,” Stahl 
told Student Life. “What hap-
pened last night is a very serious 
thing to happen in our community 
just because it’s not who we are. 
I’ve been a working part of  this 
community since 1988, so this 
isn’t just a place I work—this is 
my family.”

SAE’s national headquarters 
said in a statement that it apolo-
gized for the members’ actions 
and is collaborating with the 
University to find more details.

Lucy Morlan, assistant direc-
tor of  Student Involvement and 
Leadership for Greek Life, said 
her office is continuing to investi-
gate the incident to make sure it 
responds properly.

“This is obviously...nothing 
we’d want for this campus, but 
we also want to give the investiga-
tion its due process and make sure 
we get the full picture and figure 

out the best way to make change. 
We want to be purposeful about 
a proper response about moving 
forward and how to address this 
and make sure it stops happen-
ing so all students feel safe and 
like they’re being treated fairly,” 
Morlan said. “Some people want 
swift action, but we need time to 
make sure we handle it well since 
this is a situation that’s impacting 
so many people, so we want to 
pay respect to all constituents.”

Sophomore Reuben Riggs, pres-
ident of  the Association of  Mixed 
Students, said the incident is an 
unfortunate sign that the group 
has a long way to go in promoting 
an accepting campus atmosphere.

He said that he personally con-
siders the slur symptomatic of  a 
wider campus culture that toler-
ates casual discrimination.

“This is beyond an individual 
incident. This is beyond SAE, 
beyond Greek Life. This is a 
Wash. U. problem,” Riggs said. 
“They’re from a culture that 
allows it and deems it to be OK, 
which is why I think there needs 
to be a really strong reaction.”

“Clearly it’s a derogatory song, 
but also there are homophobic 
parts to it, and in the title itself  it’s 
very misogynistic and anti-femi-
nist,” Riggs said. “We’re going to 
support [the Association of  Black 
Students] and the black commu-
nity but also help the community 
see that this is not just the black 
community’s problem but other 
communities’ problem as well.”

An SAE pledge who spoke 
under the condition of  anonymity 
claimed that the scavenger hunt 
activity had no objective of  racist 
conduct.

“The scavenger hunt was in no 
way created with poor intentions 
but rather to allow the pledge 
class to bond as they explored 
the [Delmar] Loop and the SAE 
house,” the pledge said. “The stu-
dent chosen to read the song was 
chosen because of  his involve-
ment in slam poetry. The picture 
of  the students at the table was in 
fact a picture of  the student stand-
ing in the corner—a running joke 
amongst the pledge class. “

“It is entirely understandable 
how the event could be mis-
construed, and I can say with 
absolute certainty that every 
member of  SAE is saddened by 
what happened,” the student 
added. “However, the extent to 
which these rumors have spread 
and the degree to which innocent 

and unsuspecting, albeit some-
times stupid, freshmen are being 
persecuted is horrifying.”

The incident attracted national 
media attention Wednesday when 
it was picked up by the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch and the Huffington 
Post, among other news outlets. 
A letter condemning the students’ 
actions and calling for harsh 
University action began circulat-
ing via social media and gathering 
signatures from alumni.

“We’re extremely confident 
that the chancellor will do every-
thing in his power to ensure that 
the facts are determined and that 
those involved receive whatever 
punishment they deserve,” said 
Adolphus Pruitt, president of  
the St. Louis City branch of  the 
NAACP. “But in the meantime we 
will be looking over everybody’s 
shoulders to try to see what’s 
going on and to make sure the 
incident is given the proper atten-
tion. And so far it sounds like that 
is the case.”

“I would hope we use it as a 
lesson to teach sensitivity...and 
we utilize this as a lesson to try 
to heal any damage than any-
body may have received from 
it rather than trying to turn [it 
into] something that creates a sig-
nificant negative overture on the 
University and the makeup of  its 
student body,” he added.

SAE is the third fraternity to 
be dissolved or suspended this 
academic year. Sigma Alpha 
Mu lost its charter in July due to 
alleged hazing and drug abuse. 
Sigma Phi Epsilon was suspended 
in November after violating 
University policy.

In 2006, SAE was put on pro-
bation after several members were 
taken into custody for selling 
marijuana. After failing to meet 
expectations for its return, SAE 
lost University recognition in 2007 
before regaining its house in 2010.

Senior Lamley Lawson, presi-
dent of  the African Students 
Association, and senior Claudia 
Gambrah, president of  ABS, both 
said their organizations were 
not ready to provide statements 
Wednesday. They plan to release 
their respective statements on 
Thursday.

Tamara King, director of  
Judicial Programs, and Michael 
Hayes, director of  Greek 
Life, could not be reached for 
comment.

With reporting by Divya Kumar, 
Sahil Patel and Sadie Smeck.

SAE FROM PAGE 1

Uncle Joe’s hosted the second annual PostSecret event in Ursa’s fireside 
Monday. 

JUSTIN ZHENG | STUDENT LIFE
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Refocus the campus discussion to the victims
STAFF EDITORIAL

RE: SAE Activities 
suspended 
following ratially 
offensive action 
involving pledges

“…Any non-black people 
claiming some right to use that 
word beyond the sanctuary 
of their privacy should take a 
look and really pay attention. 
There’s a reason people like 
Princeton say “You will never 
understand how it feels to be 
black and hear that word said 
by a non-black person.” Like it 
or not, we are not a post-racial 
society. Legacies of social dif-
ferentiation and the uneven 
power relationships that they 
created live on. It’s harder 
and harder in these times to 
realize it because of how much 
progress has been made, but 
that is what it is, progress, not 
completion. Progress, and 
not completion of the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King’s dream of 
equality. To complain about not 
being able to use that word is 
just indefensible. It is a word 
that has been reclaimed within 
a specific community as a form 
of expressing interpersonal 
solidarity as well as defiance to 
a history of systematic oppres-

sion. Privileged groups simply 
don’t need that word and 
shouldn’t worry about being 
able to say it. If you so feel the 
desire to, do it in the privacy of 
your own space and away from 
those it would hurt. As Avenue 
Q teaches us, everyone’s a little 
bit racist, but no one should act 
on it towards whatever group is 
in question.”
 - Zach

“...Even if the details aren’t right, 
even if the events are separated 
by more time here, people of 
color shouldn’t have to deal 
with even separate incidents 
like this on our campus. Treat-
ing this like it’s just okay now 
because they apologized is 
ridiculous.
Most of you commenters 
should be ashamed. You’re 
calling the targets of the harass-
ment oversensitive like they’re 
just suppose to put up with this 
kind of s—, some guy coming 
around to mock two centuries 
of systemic abuse and then 

come over and so-false-sincere 
explain to you why it’s okay 
for him to do that like you are 
an idiot child, and explain how 
well he understands racism so 
it’s okay for him to use slurs 
in a basic non-apology. I’m so 
glad the victims spoke up and 
hope the students involved are 
subject to some severe pun-
ishment. I expect better from 
Wash U.”
 - David K

“I agree that WashU should 
have a full investigation into 
this matter to determine intent 
and the actual events that took 
place. But this has obviously 
sparked a larger conversation, 
and I think it is an opportunity 
to have an important conversa-
tion about race, difference, and 
bigotry in our community and 
in society at large. Ignorance 
may be an explanation, but it is 
no excuse.
No matter what the individuals 
in this event did or did not do, 
let’s talk about these issues. 

Let’s have a conversation about 
why it is different for a white 
person to say the n-word than 
for a black person to say the n-
word. Let’s have a conversation 
about what a history of racial 
discrimination and violence 
actually means. What did that 
look 60 years ago? What does 
racial segregation look like to-
day? Let’s have a conversation 
about the difference between 
a performance of a song and 
an event intended to objectify 
and demean someone. Let’s 
talk about the harm that comes 
when someone takes a pho-
tograph of someone else in a 
way that separates them from 
others. That says, “You are dif-
ferent from me.” “I’m not like 
you.” “You are something to be 
looked at, and laughed at, and 
made to feel different.”
If we do not understand now, 
let us do everything we can to 
understand why the alleged 
behavior is completely inappro-
priate and unacceptable.”
 - Wash U Alumnus

studlife.com

O
f the recent debates 
about reducing 
gun violence in the 
wake the tragedy in 

Newtown, Conn., no measure 
has received more universal 
support than stricter controls for 
the purchase of  weapons by the 
mentally ill, particularly through 
the creation of  a national mental 
health registry. It’s pretty hard 
to argue against. After all, these 
mass shootings are all committed 
by crazy people anyway. Why 
give the insane guns?

It turns out the issue is a lot 
more complicated than that. The 
creation of  a national mental 
health registry is not only unnec-
essary, it creates a vast potential 
for privacy violations and puts 
undue burden on the mentally 
ill. People suffering from men-
tal illness are one of  the most 
fundamentally misunderstood 
groups in our society. That is why 
defining our terms, before even 
beginning a debate on the men-
tally ill and their access to guns, 
is so critical. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
defines mental illness as “health 
conditions that are characterized 
by alterations in thinking, mood, 
or behavior (or some combina-
tion thereof) associated with 
distress and/or impaired func-
tioning.” These people are not 
crazy. These people are not more 
prone to violence. In a given year, 
approximately a quarter of  all 
Americans suffer from mental ill-
ness, according to statistics from 
the National Institute of  Mental 
Health. Some common mental 
health disorders include depres-
sion, anxiety disorders, bipolar 

disorder, schizophrenia and 
Alzheimer’s disease.

 The American media has pro-
moted images of  mental illness 
that are patently untrue. People 
know that what they see on tele-
vision isn’t necessarily accurate, 
but the image of  the violent 
criminal suffering from mental 
illness has sunk in through sheer 
repetition. A longitudinal study 
by the Mental Health Module 
Team found that between 1950 
and 1996, the proportion of  
Americans who describe mental 
illness in terms consistent with 
violent or dangerous behavior 
nearly doubled. Since then, the 
media’s grossly fictional depic-
tions of  mental illness have only 
increased. Yet most studies have 
found little correlation between 
mental illness and violent crimes. 
One study in the American 
Journal of  Psychology found 
that only five percent of  violent 
crimes are committed by those 
suffering from mental illness. By 
comparison, another study by 
the National Institute of  Mental 
Health found that in a participant 
pool with no documented mental 
illness, subjects who drank 
alcohol were seven times more 
likely to commit a violent crime 
with a gun than subjects who did 
not. Moreover, studies in which 
mental health experts attempted 
to predict which patients were 
most likely to exhibit violence 
in the future found that their 
predictions were essentially inef-
fective. The association between 
violence and mental illness is, 
in the eyes of  the public, grossly 
exaggerated.

That’s really the heart of  the 
issue. Opponents of  comprehen-
sive gun control see it as a perfect 
red herring. The mentally ill 

account for only a fraction of  gun 
deaths. Yet despite the limited 
effects that would result from 
such a policy, people across the 
political spectrum seem willing 
to allow for the massive privacy 
violations that a national mental 
health registry would entail and 
the additional stigma it would 
bring upon the millions of  people 
suffering from mental illness in 
this country.

Mass shootings, such as the 
one that occurred at Newtown, 
are popularly seen as stemming 
from mental illness. The media 
claimed just after the tragedy 
that Adam Lanza was report-
edly awkward, then proceeded 
to claim that he had Asperger’s 
syndrome, a disorder on the 
autism spectrum. However, 
autism is not a mental illness. 
Most mass shooters in the past 
year have supposedly been 
mentally ill. These reports are 
generally of  nonspecific mental 
illnesses unconfirmed by official 
diagnoses.

Mental illness in and of  itself  
doesn’t cause mass shootings. 
Looking at the mass shooters’ 
stories, most were functioning 
relatively well until discrimi-
nation against them based on 
their mental illnesses left them 
feeling alienated and alone. The 
stigma against mental illness is 
what drives the mentally ill to 
such horrific extremes. Let’s not 
further the stigma against mental 
illness in this country by discrimi-
nating against those who suffer 
from it and pushing them toward 
the fringes of  society. Let’s bring 
them closer to the heart of  our 
society, fix our mental health sys-
tem and deal with guns the right 
way: comprehensively and with-
out relying on baseless stigmas.

ELI HOROWITZ
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Addressing gun violence
 the wrong wayA statement from 

the Diversity Affairs 
Council

OP-ED SUBMISSION

T
he Diversity Affairs Council (DAC) recognizes the 
events of  Tuesday night because we are students and 
representatives of  the Washington University in St. 
Louis community. Our purpose is to foster a more 

inclusive campus environment and provide a connection between 
the student body and administration. 

 We are responding to the events that occurred on Tuesday 
night at Bear’s Den. On campus, the goal of  the DAC is to ensure 
that every student at Washington University feels welcome and 
safe. This incident is a breach of  that mission. It is our role to 
recognize that these occurrences negatively impact our entire 
community. 

Although the official investigation is still underway, the fact 
remains that members of  our community feel marginalized and 
hurt. While there are certain aspects of  the incident that are still 
contested, what we must focus on is that this discriminatory act 
dehumanized and objectified our fellow students. This should not 
be tolerated at Washington University. 

This is not an isolated event and cannot be solved by harsh dis-
ciplinary action alone. It is part of  a reality that we face each day. 
Ignoring comments and actions that make people feel alienated 
has somehow become normalized. While everyone has a right to 
respond in his or her own way, attacking any member of  our com-
munity, either in response to this event or in any other situation, 
is destructive.

Moving forward, we hope to use this strong hold on the 
community’s attention to work toward implementing measures 
and facilitating conversations that will address and rectify this 
situation. The responsibility does not fall on any one community 
to act, but rather, there must be a collective response on the part 
of  the Washington University community as a whole. Thus, the 
Diversity Affairs Council is working to create an open space to 
discuss the campus climate and to form an action plan to begin 
improving the structure of  our community.

If  you would like to contact us regarding the steps we are tak-
ing to move forward, please contact the DAC chair, David Yang, 
at dac@su.wustl.edu.

THE DIVERSITY AFFAIRS COUNCIL CABINET
David Yang - Chair 
Amee Azad - Director of  Resources 
Gabrielle Dinkin - Director of  Diversity Training 
Jacqui Germain - Director of  Administrative Affairs
Tony Wang - Director of  Public Relations

W
e may not all be 
able to under-
stand the hurt 
that may have 

been inflicted on the black stu-
dents physically present when a 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon pledge read 
a rap song lyric containing the 
N-word while they were sitting 
in Bear’s Den Tuesday night. But 
that does not mean that many 
of  us do not or should not feel 
personally affected or pained by 
the pledges’ actions.

Bear’s Den is a place that we 
consider part of  our home. It is a 
place where we like to consider 
ourselves safe, both physically 
and emotionally. 

Much of  the campus dialogue 
over what has happened—par-
ticularly on the Student Life 
website, where commenters 
may post anonymously—has 
been notably incendiary and 
unproductive. Monitoring the 
comments on our website, 
we have seen dozens of  com-
munity members attempt to 
minimize emotions of  hurt as 
overreactions.

Shaming students for feeling 
hurt by a racial slur devalues 
the actual pain that such a word 
can inflict. It distracts us from 
needed introspection about pain 
being inflicted in our community.

Too many students think that 

we as a community are immune 
to problems like discrimina-
tion or racism, but that is not 
true. Those who would have us 
sweep this conversation under 
the rug detract from others who 
are trying to help the victims of  
the situation and prevent future 
incidents of  a similar nature.

The word spoken in Bear’s 
Den at 2 a.m. on Wednesday 
morning is a word that has, for 
centuries, been associated with 
hate and used for oppression. 
Lyric or not, scavenger hunt item 
or not, it is a word that should 
not be said in any circumstance. 
Using it in front of  the group it 
targets is blatantly offensive. LEAH KUCERA | STUDENT LIFE
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M
ost students are 
not particularly 
opposed to the 
fact that Wash. 

U. has one of  the most lenient 
alcohol policies of  any national 
university—one in which you 
are actually encouraged to let 
your residential advisors see 
you drink to make sure you do 
it safely. Of  course, the legal 
drinking age in Missouri is 21, 
but as you can hear tour guides 
across campus awkwardly 
articulate, Wash. U. trusts us 
to behave as adults and make 
responsible decisions when it 
comes to our own consumption. 
But as at most other schools, 
Wash. U. has always offered 
substance-free floors for stu-
dents who want an alcohol-free 
living space. This coming fall, 
sub-free floors will be elimi-
nated in favor of  individual 
sub-free suites on otherwise 
normal floors. This decision 
may be considered a way to 
integrate students who may 
have been socially ostracized 
from their peers in the past, but 
it will be difficult to enforce 
and may ultimately cause more 
harm than good.

While doing away with sub-
free floors in favor of  sub-free 
suites dispersed throughout 
each residential college may 
philosophically integrate those 
students with their non-sub-free 
peers, it takes away the opportu-
nity for floors to bond through 
activities completely distinct 
from alcohol. While drinking 
and socialization are certainly 
not mutually exclusive, drinking 
is a major part of  many Wash. 
U. students’ freshman experi-
ence. Those who are opposed to 
alcohol for religious or personal 
reasons have a right to insulate 
themselves from that culture, 
and the walls in most South 40 
dorms are far from soundproof. 
Every year, there is a significant 
demand for sub-free housing. 
Over the years, Residential Life 
has added more sub-free floors 
to accommodate students who 
want that option.

That being said, there are 
benefits to getting rid of  sub-
free floors. Many students are 
forced onto sub-free floors by 
their parents or by chance in 
housing assignments and find 
themselves in a living arrange-
ment that precludes them from 
taking part in some of  the 
more relatable experiences of  
freshman year. Students are not 
allowed to return to sub-free 
dorms intoxicated, which can 
pose a major problem for stu-
dents who live on the floors and 
do choose to drink. 

Ultimately, the responsibility 
of  enforcing the new sub-free 
suites will fall upon RAs. And 
this gives rise to a host of  
potential issues. Though it is 
currently against ResLife policy 
to return to a sub-free floor 
intoxicated, this rule could not 
effectively continue under the 
new system, which would effec-
tively strip sub-free of  one of  its 
primary purposes—to allow stu-
dents a living environment free 
from the many distractions that 
can be caused by alcohol. And 
while drinking in a freshman 
suite is generally acceptable if  
it does not violate the ResLife’s 
alcohol enforcement policy, 
drinking in a sub-free suite 
can result in suspension from 
Wash. U. Intermixing sub-free 
and non-sub-free suites poses 
a major enforcement chal-
lenge for RAs, who will now 
be expected to enforce different 
rules on potentially neighboring 
rooms. And short of  marking 
sub-free suites with a sign—
which would serve only to 
further stigmatize sub-free stu-
dents more than they currently 
are—it’s difficult to imagine the 
system working in practice.

While eliminating sub-free 
floors offers a potential solution 
to the potential ostracism of  
sub-free students, it is a solution 
at least as broken as the current 
system. And although it may be 
too late to go about reversing 
the change for the fall, it should 
at the very least be reevaluated 
and reconsidered next spring.

Cutting sub-free
floors raises questions

of enforcement
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B
arack Obama’s 
presidential cam-
paign, Obama for 
America, was one 

of  the most technologically-
sophisticated—and therefore 
effective—campaigns of  all 
time. It was able to compile 
a massive database of  vot-
ers including their political 
affiliations, likelihood of  voting 
and likelihood of  donating, 
and by so doing raise money 
and encourage voter turnout 
in ways that were previously 
impossible. However, Obama 
for America didn’t end with 
the Nov. 6 election; it’s back 
in force and rebranded as 
Organizing for Action (OFA), 
a 501(c)4 nonprofit with the 
explicit purpose of  further-
ing Obama’s political agenda. 
The decision on the part of  the 
president represents an alarm-
ing increase in the influence of  
money in politics and reflects 
poorly on him.

In general, big spenders in 
the political arena come under 
attack because by spend-
ing large amounts of  money, 
they are able to influence the 
political process both in terms 
of  persuading voters and in 
terms of  having a direct line to 
politicians. As a 501(c)4, OFA 
is already permitted to accept 
donations as high as anyone 
is interested in giving, but it 
goes further than do even super 
PACS: anyone who donates 
$500,000 or more to OFA earns 
the ability to sit on the orga-
nization’s national advisory 
board.

The role of  the advisory 
board, and the amount of  influ-
ence it will have in running 

OFA, is deliberately vague, but 
the result is clear. Instead of  
simply exerting financial power 
over politicians, a la Sheldon 
Adelson or the Koch broth-
ers, big donors to OFA will 
have de jure control over the 
president by being able to influ-
ence which of  the president’s 
policies are advanced, as well 
as how. Further, members of  
the advisory board will have a 
direct line to the president, hav-
ing the privilege of  attending 
quarterly meetings with him, 
as well as other meetings at the 
White House. In other words, 
those who are rich enough will 
be able to buy their way to 
promoting and directly molding 
the president’s agenda.

For any president to support 
these policies is offensive—
liberal watchdog groups are 
already decrying the trans-
formation of  Obama for 
America—but in the case of  
this president, it is particularly 
disturbing. In the past, Obama 
has banned lobbyists from 
working at the White House 
on issues they worked on in 
the past two years as well as 
from giving gifts to federal 
employees, asked Congress to 
pass legislation forcing outside 
spending groups to disclose 
donors, endorsed public financ-
ing for presidential elections 
and even, last summer, called 
for a constitutional amendment 
to overturn Citizens United v. 
Federal Election Commission, 
the Supreme Court case that 
allowed for the creation of  
super PACS. While one could 
argue that Obama was forced to 
endorse super PACS in the last 
election because his Republican 
counterpart did so, there is no 
other similar organization that 
OFA could conceivably be set 
up to counter. Transforming 

Obama for America walks back 
on much of  the president’s 
earlier stance and reeks of  a 
second-term president who 
never needs to worry about 
reelection again.

Additionally, it contributes to 
the very spirit of  partisan grid-
lock that Obama campaigned 
so heavily in 2008, and to some 
extent in 2012, to eradicate. 
Since the election, Republicans 
have pointed to Obama’s 
appearances in easy interviews 
and town hall-style events as 
evidence that the president 
never stopped campaigning 
and, as in the run-up to Nov. 6, 
is looking to score easy politi-
cal points to beat down the 
Republicans in anticipation of  
2014 midterm elections. The 
literal transformation of  the 
Obama campaign, complete 
with the former campaign 
manager at the helm and many 
other former campaign work-
ers in key positions, into a 
permanent, privately-funded, 
pro-Obama machine seems to 
confirm this.

If  OFA remains a politi-
cal force, then it represents a 
dangerous development in the 
world of  influence, handing 
as it does some control over 
the nation’s highest office to 
whoever can afford it. Still, it 
is not totally unprecedented—
Bill Clinton created a similar 
initiative to support his health 
care plans, and Ronald Reagan 
toyed with, but ultimately 
abandoned, the idea—and what 
is more disappointing is what it 
represents for Obama. It seems 
that the young, starry-eyed 
reformer who made many of  us 
believe that “we are the change 
we have been waiting for” is 
gone and has instead morphed 
into the stereotype of  the slick, 
jaded politician.

The sad decline of Barack Obama
MATT CURTIS
FORUM EDITOR

Wash U Confessions
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Confession #301

NOBODY NEEDS EST!!?!!
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If you’re a standout, 
you’ll fit right in.
Don’t just communicate ideas—experience them. 
Don’t memorize a foreign language—think in one.  
Don’t study the ruins—excavate them. 
Don’t analyze dreams—live them. 

This is the very essence of the University of Chicago  
Summer Session. Where students are engaged at every  
level—intellectually, socially, personally, and  
professionally. Where you can benefit from the value of  
taking university courses in an accelerated, intensive  
format. Join us this summer for an extraordinary learning 
experience at the academic home to 85 Nobel laureates.

For students in high school, college, and beyond. 
June 24–August 30, 2013, 3, 4, 5, and 6-week sessions.

Apply today:

773.702.6033
summerhs@uchicago.edu
summer.uchicago.edu/UCFUEL

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
SUMMER SESSION ’13

SCENE

Many Wash. U. students 
hold part-time jobs on cam-
pus and oftentimes earn the 
same wages, despite each job 
mandating a different level 
of time and skill. Students 
tell their stories of the best 
and worst on-campus job 
experiences. 

Sophomore Aileen Ren, 
a chemistry residential peer 
mentor, said, “There are 
definitely times when I wish 
I could be doing something 
else, such as on nights with 
events or before my own 
exams, but I absolutely 
love my job as an RPM.” 
She claimed that “working 
with the [general chemistry] 
students...is by far the best 
part.” Ren added that hav-
ing first-pick housing in her 
assigned residential college is 
another benefit to her job. But 
there are some downsides to 
her job: “The time commit-
ment is really large; it takes 
up three nights a week on 
a rigid schedule. There are 
also many other obligations 
involved beyond showing 
up for office hours, such 
as relearning old material, 
making quiz review sheets, 
holding exam review sessions 
and logging hours.” She 
elaborated that “there isn’t as 
much homework time during 
office hours as you would 
expect.” The only thing Ren 
wished to change about her 
job is the “large turnover rate 
year to year,” but she noted 
that this issue is something 
“the chemistry department 

hopes to change.”
Freshman Kenny Chin is a 

research assistant in posttran-
scriptional gene expression at 
the Washington University 
School of Medicine, where 
he conducts experiments for 
his mentor. “I enjoy it most 
of the time,” Chin said. “It’s 
interesting and provides me 
with biology laboratory skills, 
but it can be repetitive at 
times.” He added, “I would 
change the time to make it 
more flexible if I could.”

Freshman Nana Nimako, 
a research assistant for the 
Department of Pediatrics at 
the School of Medicine, said 
she “doesn’t have a prob-
lem” with her job. “I get to 
work my own hours since I 
can work from my dorm. I 
remove data from one area 
to another on an Excel sheet. 
But I have to force myself to 
do the work because it’s not 
like I’m going to a certain 
building to do work.” She 
added, “I get paid more than 
minimum wage just for enter-
ing data, so I’m pretty content 
with my job.”

Junior Michele Hall loves 
her job as a fitness center 
monitor at the South 40 
Fitness Center. “I swipe peo-
ple in, make sure everyone is 
safe, clean the machines and 
sign people in for classes.” 
Hall said that there is always 
someone willing to sub in 
and that her job is convenient 
because she lives on the South 
40. She added, “There’s lots 
of time to do homework as 
long as I’m still doing my 
job.” The only drawback? 

“Opening the gym for people 
who come exactly at seven 
[o’clock].”

Becca Christman, a fresh-
man student assistant at 
the Gaylord Music Library, 
enjoys the convenient hours 
that come with a library that 
isn’t open for 24 hours and 
added, “There is a lot of  
time to do homework on the 
clock when I’m not shelving 
or checking out books. The 
environment is also fairly 
stress-free. I make minimum 
wage, and there are obvi-
ously part-time jobs out there 
where I could be making 
more money, but for the work 
I’m doing, I’d say I’m getting 
paid accordingly.” She admit-
ted, “It would be fun to work 
at Olin [Library], though. I 
would get to see people that I 
know more often.”

Sindhu Manivasagam, a 
junior working as a chemistry 
Peer-Led Team Learning 
leader, is genuinely enthusi-
astic about her job: “I’ve had 
other jobs tutoring students, 
and I enjoy helping students 
out. I’m also a chemistry 
major.” When asked if the 
thought of general chemistry 
student anxiously solving 
problems over the weekend 
bothered her, Manivsagam 
asserted that she enjoys 
working with them. Besides 
running one two-hour 
session every Saturday, 
Manivasagam meets on 
Fridays with other PLTL 
leaders to go over that week’s 
problems from 3-5 p.m. but 
notes, “It rarely ever takes 
that long.”

More than classes: student workers
TINA XIANG
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

With only a large tub of  
butter each and clay tools, 
nine teams of Washington 
University students com-
peted in WUChurn’s first 
butter-sculpting competition 
on Wednesday as part of  
Engineers Week (EnWeek).

Creating a variety of  
figures, such as a penguin, 
a behatted snowman, a 
game console controller 
and a “butter-fly,” the teams 
competed for the golden cow 
trophy and title of butter-
sculpting champions. 

The competitors were 
judged by Jon Silva, 
assistant professor of  
biomedical engineering; 
Chelsea Greenbaum, junior 
and Engineering Council 
(EnCouncil) president; 
and a panel of WUChurn 
Executive Board members 
in the three categories of  
structural integrity, creativity 
and level of difficulty.

Chancellor Mark 
Wrighton stopped by to view 
the proceedings.

“It causes people to think 
about how to build new 
structures, of course, and I 
think brings people together 
around a very interesting 
undertaking,” Wrighton said. 
“I’ve never heard of anything 
like this. I wanted to come by 
and see what’s up.”

“I hope it doesn’t become 
too warm in here,” Wrighton 
added in concern over 
the sculptures’ structural 
integrity.

Team “Mechanical 

Molders,” comprised of  
juniors Tilo Buergel and Jill 
Sanning, won the competi-
tion with their sculpture of  
gears against the backdrop of  
the St. Louis Arch. 

“I think we’ll come back 
next year…see if  we can stay 
reigning champs,” Buergel 
said.

“[We’ll] bring power tools 
next time,” Sanning added.

EnWeek, the annual 
exposition and celebration 
of all disciplines of engi-
neering, began Monday 
with the weeklong Golden 
Mouse Hunt competition. 
The week will close with the 
main event, a presentation 
by Tory Belleci and Grant 
Imahara of MythBusters, 
this Saturday at 2 p.m. in 
Graham Chapel.

Ralph Quatrano, dean 
of the engineering school, 
described the importance 
of EnWeek in fostering 
engineering pride and 
community.

“EnWeek really is a focus 
on building a sense of com-
munity, a sense of belonging 
and a sense of pride in 
engineering, in what we are, 
our history of what we are 
and what we’re going to be,” 
he said. 

WUChurn, a student club 
dedicated to butter churning 
and promoting organic liv-
ing, participated in EnWeek 
for the first time. 

“The butter-sculpting 
competition is something 
we’ve been trying to do for 
two years, and EnWeek’s just 
been really helpful in getting 
all these things set up. They 

recruited our judge, they got 
us the room,” junior Zach 
Kaufman, co-president of  
WUChurn, said. 

“We’re a smaller club, so 
they really helped us by mak-
ing a bigger deal, which was 
nice,” junior and co-president 
Jeremy Winer added.

“All of our events at 
this point, except for one, 
have been on the [South] 
40. They’re targeted at 
underclassmen, mak[ing] 
it convenient, so it’s cool 
to have a spotlight on 
something we’re proud of,” 
Kaufman added. 

The Dean’s Lecture took 
place on Tuesday, featuring 
Edward Jung, the founder of  
patent company Intellectual 
Ventures.

“One of the initiatives 
we have campus-wide is 
one of entrepreneurs and 
innovation…The idea is to 
bring someone here who 
has a tremendous, exciting 
background and interest and 
has been a success at entre-
preneurship and innovation. 
And [Jung] has collaborated 
with some people here at 
Washington University,” 
Quatrano said. 

Junior Gage Crawford, 
programming chair of  
EnCouncil, said over 50 
people have been planning 
EnWeek since November 
of last year, which involved 
coordination with all the 
engineering student groups, 
faculty and alumni for the 
various activities such as 
Penny Wars, a fundraiser for 
Relay for Life, and an alumni 
barbecue taking place on 

Friday.
“Just about every depart-

ment main group is probably 
doing an event this week, 
and that’s one of our big-
gest goals for EnWeek…to 
promote the different depart-
ments and what being an 
engineer is like to the rest of  
the school,” Crawford said.

He hopes EnWeek will 
help to integrate the School 
of Engineering into the larger 
University community.

“People walk by [Lopata 
Hall] all the time, and if  
you’re not in engineering, 
half  the time you don’t even 
realize that the engineering 

students are here…I feel that 
the Engineering School’s a 
bit left to itself  a lot of the 
time. If  we can promote it 
to the rest of the school, we 
can become a little more 
integrated with the rest of the 
student body…We’re a part 
of the school like everyone 
else,” Crawford added.

He also hoped the 
non-engineering commu-
nity would benefit from 
this week’s activities and 
described his efforts to make 
EnWeek feel more welcom-
ing and inclusive to them, 
such as offering first-seat tick-
ets to MythBusters at their 

events and advertising more 
outside of the school.

First-year computer sci-
ence master’s student Aarthi 
Arunachalam, who also 
received her undergraduate 
degree from Washington 
University, said she thinks 
EnWeek has become less 
welcoming to non-engineers 
than it was years past.

“I’m finding that most of  
the events take place within 
the engineering school, I 
think, except for the main 
event…so it’s less likely 
someone would just happen 
to notice something going 
on,” she said.

Butter battle brings new crowds to annual EnWeek
ELIZABETH GRAHAM
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

JUSTIN ZHENG | STUDENT LIFE
Students view butter creations made as part of a joint WUChurn-EnCouncil event in Lopata Gallery 
on Wednesday afternoon. The event, part of EnCouncil’s annual EnWeek, was WUChurn’s first 
event to take place off the South 40. EnWeek concludes on Saturday at 2 p.m. with a presentation 
by Tory Belleci and Grant Imahara of MythBusters in Graham Chapel

Tell us your thoughts...

online @ studlife.com

on the polarizing 
incident in Bear’s Den
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SPORTS

314-726-0400
#16 The Boulevard across  
from The Galleria
www.vinonadoz.com

& wine flights
local artisan beer on tap 

craft cocktails
over 30 wines by the glass

house made desserts
wine friendly entrees

flat bread pizza
weekly pasta specials

A wine & food hideaway featuring:

We accept

KEY PLAYERS
Melissa Gilkey, No. 21, 

sophomore forward, First Team 
all-conference

Gilkey was named to the 
D3Hoops.com Preseason All-
America honorable mention 
team, and her performance 
has matched those lofty 
expectations. She leads the 
team in per-game averages 
in points (15.6), rebounds 
(7.2), blocks (0.92) and min-
utes (25.5) and also ranks 
first from three-point range 
at 42.3 percent. The 6-feet-1-
inch forward scored in double 
digits in 23 of 25 games in the 
regular season and added six 
double-doubles. She remains 
the go-to option for this 
young Bears squad.

Alyssa Johanson, No. 15, 
sophomore forward, Second 
Team all-conference

Despite suffering through 
a shooting slump in the sec-
ond half  of  conference play, 
Johanson still rates as Wash. 
U.’s second-leading scorer 
(8.9 points per game). The 
Red and Green are unde-
feated when she has reached 
the 10-point plateau as her 
midrange jump shot, when 
clicking, spaces out the floor 
for Gilkey and junior Jordan 
Rettig to post up. At 91.7 per-
cent, her free-throw shooting 
is the best on the team—she 
has only missed one free 
throw since Dec. 2—and 

could prove vital if  the Bears 
are intentionally fouled at the 
end of a close game.

Maddy Scheppers, No. 23, 
sophomore guard, Second Team 
all-conference
Rounding out the trio of key 
sophomores is Scheppers, 
who at 5 feet 10 inches tall 
usually has a height advan-
tage over her shooting guard 
counterpart. She uses this 
disparity to grab 5.9 rebounds 
per game and to complement 
her outside shooting—she 
tied for second on the team 
in made three-pointers—
marking her as an all-around 
offensive threat. Like with 
Johanson, her scoring slipped 
in conference play, but with 
back-to-back 14-point games 
the last time the Bears played 
away from home, Scheppers 
may provide the spark the 
Red and Green need to coun-
ter their road shooting woes.
OTHER KEY PLAYERS

Completing the start-
ing lineup are Rettig, a 
strong inside presence and 
rebounder, and senior Nishi 
Tavernier, who assumed 
the starting point guard role 
halfway through the sea-
son. Tavernier spearheads a 
point guard rotation that also 
includes freshman Jordan 
Thompson—the Bears’ 
leader in assists and a talented 
if  somewhat inconsistent dis-
tributor—and sophomore 
Alexandra Keane, who has 
been hampered by inju-
ries but is a solid two-play 
player when healthy. Other 
contributors off  the bench 

are senior Kristin Anda and 
freshman Katybeth Biewen, 
both defensive assets, and 
junior Lucy Montgomery, a 
three-point specialist who has 
made a habit of  catalyzing 
the offense during stagnant 
stretches with long-range 
barrages.
THIS WEEKEND

In its first-round matchup, 
Wash. U. (20-5) takes 
on tournament novice 
University of Texas at Dallas, 
whose 67-63 win over No. 23 
Louisiana College clinched 
the American Southwest 
Conference championship. 
UT-Dallas (20-8) enters the 
tournament on a seven-game 
winning streak that was 
immediately preceded by a 
six-game losing streak in the 
middle of conference play. 
The Comets’ hallmark is their 
defense, which suffocated 
opponents into 34.7 percent 
shooting from the field and 
29.8 percent on three-point-
ers; combined with Wash. 
U.’s recent shooting struggles, 
this matchup could prove 
problematic for the Red and 
Green.

If  the Bears defeat 
UT-Dallas, they will play the 
winner of the game between 
host Rhodes College (24-
3), also making a first-ever 
tournament appearance, and 
Louisiana College (24-4).
KEYS TO SUCCESS

1. Crash the offensive glass
Wash. U. ranks fifth in 

Division III with a +12.5 
rebounding margin and tal-
lies 19.2 offensive rebounds 

per game. Although the 
Bears may struggle to make 
shots against UT-Dallas, 
they should be in position to 
grab misses and capitalize 
on putback opportunities. 
The tallest player on the 
Comets’ roster is 5 foot 10 
inches tall—the same height 
as Scheppers, the Bears’ 
shooting guard—while the 
Red and Green start three 
six-footers. A stark advan-
tage in second-chance points 
would go hand-in-hand with 
a victory.

2. Win the turnover battle
When forcing fewer than 

15 turnovers, Wash. U. went 
only 3-3; when the other 
team surrendered possession 
15 times or more, the Bears’ 

record surged to 17-2. In this 
respect, the matchup against 
UT-Dallas looks enticing: the 
Comets average 19.2 turn-
overs per game, a statistic that 
bodes well for the Bears. But 
if  the Red and Green advance 
to the second round, this cat-
egory could be much tougher 
to check off. Rhodes and 
Louisiana both rank in the 
top 10 nationally in turnover 
margin; Louisiana’s, at +16 
per game, is nearly 25 percent 
better than that of the second-
best team in the nation.

3. Don’t look ahead to 
DePauw

A potential Sweet 16 
contest against undefeated 
and top-ranked DePauw 
University looms. On Nov. 

24, DePauw relied on a 
29-5 advantage in free-throw 
attempts and sank the game-
winning shot from the line 
with 6.1 seconds left to defeat 
Wash. U. on a neutral court, 
60-59, marking the only time 
all season the Tigers have 
won by a margin smaller than 
eight. Yet the Bears cannot 
afford to overlook a first-
weekend opponent to focus 
on a rematch with DePauw; 
last year, the two basketball 
powerhouses were also slated 
to meet in the Sweet 16, but 
both fell victim to an upset in 
the second round. The Bears 
would welcome a rematch 
this year but must first sur-
vive this weekend to earn the 
chance at vengeance.

SAHIL PATEL | STUDENT LIFE

Freshman Katybeth Biewen defends a University of Chicago player on Saturday, Feb. 23. Biewen 
had three steals in the Bears’ 65-48 victory.

KEY PLAYERS
Alan Aboona, No. 10, junior 

guard, First Team all-conference
Point guard Aboona has 

taken arguably the largest 
leap of any Bears’ player over 
the past year, transforming 
from a solid complementary 
player into a poised team 
leader. Aboona’s confidence 
is evident through his daring 
passes and catch-and-shoot 
three-pointers launched with-
out hesitation. 

Aboona’s fearlessness 
sometimes leads to ques-
tionable decisions, but the 
Bears can accept momentary 
lapses when they accompany 
a vastly improved all-around 
game. Aboona has raised 
both his sophomore field 
goal and three-point accuracy 
by over five percent, to 45.8 
percent and to 40.8 percent, 
respectively, in his junior 
year. He leads the team with 
4.6 assists and 2.5 made-
three-pointers-per-game and 
is second in points (12.9) and 
steals (1.3). 

On any given day, Aboona 
can erupt, as proven by his 
35-point, 10-three-pointer 
performance on Jan. 11 at 
Emory University. 

Chris Klimek, No. 33, 
junior forward, First Team 
all-conference

The brawny Klimek carves 
out space for himself  in 
the post, leading the Bears 
in scoring at 15.6 points-
per-game and grabbing 5.8 
rebounds, third-best on the 
squad. Klimek is a headache 
to contain when he’s feeling 
a rhythm, and his facility 
down low provides crucial 
spacing for the Bears’ outside 
shooters. 

However, he sometimes 
struggles to find that rhythm 
when he gets into foul trou-
ble. For Klimek to make his 
presence felt, he must remain 
on the floor for consistent 
stretches. The Bears lose a 
key facet of  their offense 
without him. 

Ben Hoener, No. 14, senior 
guard, all-conference honorable 
mention

After starting all 25 games 
as a sophomore, Hoener 
returned to the bench for 10 
of  26 games as a junior and 
all 25 this year. But don’t mis-
take the role change with a 
demotion—Hoener is a natu-
ral sixth man. His quickness 
and one-on-one game might 
be unmatched on the Bears’ 
roster. 

Hoener, averaging 9.4 
points in 21.1 minutes-per-
game, has scored in double 
figures eight of  his last nine 
games, including a 25-point 
effort on Feb. 17 against 
Brandeis. He is also efficient, 
shooting 50.3 percent from 
the field, 44.1 percent on 
threes and 78.3 percent on 
free throws. 

Hoener nearly carried the 
Bears to victory in the second 
round of  last year’s tourna-
ment with 14 points in the 
second half  of  a 72-68 loss to 
North Central College. The 
Bears are hoping his scoring 
bursts can get them over the 
top this time around. 
OTHER KEY PLAYERS

While junior guard Tim 
Cooney, senior center Rob 
Burnett and sophomore for-
ward Matt Palucki (Second 
Team All-Conference) are 
not primary offensive options 
like the three players listed 
above, these three starters are 
defensive stalwarts for a team 
that has held its opponents 
to just 40.7 percent shoot-
ing this season. Cooney is 
the perimeter stopper—he 
did his best work of  the sea-
son on Feb. 10 against the 
University of  Rochester’s 
John DiBartolomeo, who 
shot 5-16 despite being one 
of  the top scorers in Division 
III. 

Burnett’s 6-foot-7-inch 
length makes him a force on 
both ends of  the floor, and 
Palucki has been the unsung 
hero of  the season. Though 
his contributions often go 
unnoticed, Palucki is the 
team’s leading rebounder at 
8.2 per game, and his versa-
tility, including deft passing 

and a solid midrange jumper, 
has allowed head coach 
Mark Edwards to use a three 
big-man starting lineup of  
him, Burnett and Klimek. 
THIS WEEKEND

Wash. U. hosts Spalding 
University of  the St. Louis 
Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference on Saturday at 
7 p.m. Spalding, located in 
Louisville, Ky., finished its 
regular season with a 20-7 
overall record and 15-1 con-
ference record. Spalding is 
riding a 10-game winning 
streak into its first round 
matchup with the Bears, 
although the Golden Eagles’ 
conference is decidedly 
weaker than the University 
Athletic Association. 

Spalding’s leading scorer 
is senior guard Dewhon 
McAfee, who averages 20.5 
points-per-game. Cooney will 
likely draw the assignment 
of  neutralizing McAfee. 
The Bears should enjoy a 
major edge on the boards—
Spalding’s leading rebounder, 
senior forward Jametrius 
Brasher, collects fewer per 
game than each of Wash. U’s 
top three rebounders. 
KEYS TO SUCCESS

1. Crash the boards
Wash. U.’s biggest advan-

tage has been its dominance 
in rebounding, thanks 
primarily to Palucki and 

Burnett, who have pulled 
down 15.4 combined per-
game. The Bears have 
outrebounded their oppo-
nents by an average of  12 
per game. Strong rebounding 
can mitigate poor shooting 
performances or even off  
days defensively, leading to 
a high differential in posses-
sions between the Bears and 
opponents. 

2. Make free throws
Woeful conversion rates 

on uncontested shot attempts 
nearly sunk the Bears’ 
postseason hopes early in 
conference play. In a five-
game stretch to open its UAA 
schedule, Wash. U. shot just 
51.3 percent from the free 
throw line, leading to losses 
in three of  those games. 
The team has rediscovered 
its stroke for the most part, 
eclipsing 73 percent in six 
of  nine contests since, but 
the Bears made only 17 of  
27 in a Feb. 15 loss to New 
York University. Missed 
free throws are an easy 
and frustrating way to give 
away games, and the Bears 
have less margin for error 
against strong postseason 
competition.  

3. Bring their “A” game
Klimek admitted that the 

Bears have a tendency to play 
down to what they perceive 
as inferior competition, so 

they must come out for each 
tournament game with a 
focused attitude. When the 
Bears are executing Edwards’ 
system at full precision, as in 
their 72-53 win over then-No. 
4 Rochester on Feb. 10, they 

are a fantastic team to watch. 
If  the Bears continue to play 
stiff  defense and control the 
boards, they may prove to 
opponents why they were 
ranked No. 5 earlier in the 
season.

SAHIL PATEL | STUDENT LIFE

Junior Chris Klimek looks for an open teammate against the 
University of Chicago on Feb. 23. Klimek is averaging 15.6 points 
per game on the season.

2013 Washington University Basketball Playoff Primer
WOMEN’S BBALL

MEN’S BBALL

ALEX LEICHENGER
NEWS EDITOR

ZACH KRAM
SPORTS REPORTER
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CADENZA
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It’s hard to explain how 
exactly we were introduced 
to Kevin Federline. For most 
people, the mention of  K-Fed 
elicits nothing more than a 
laugh. But honestly speaking, 
when we first saw K-Fed circa 
2004, he was a classic early 
2000s hottie and a profes-
sional back-up dancer who 
had already been in some 
major music videos.

Before Kevin Federline was 
sprung into the paparazzi’s 
spotlight, he was engaged to 
actress Shar Jackson (Niecy 
Jackson on “Moesha”). The 
two had a baby girl together, 
and when Jackson was preg-
nant with the couple’s second 
child, things got a little crazy. 
Enter pop star Britney Spears.

In April of  2004, 
Federline’s relationship with 
Spears made headlines and, 
according to Jackson, broke 
up their family. After only 
three months of  dating, the 
two announced their engage-
ment and wed in September 
of  that year in a surprise cer-
emony at a private home.

In 2005, the couple used 
home videos to make the 
short-lived reality TV series 
“Britney & Kevin: Chaotic.” 
Soon after, the couple started 
a family, giving birth to two 
sons, Sean Preston and Jayden 
James. In November 2006, 
things got messy with Spears 
and divorce and custody 
proceedings began citing 
irreconcilable differences. 
Things were settled and final-
ized in late July of  that year, 
and Federline got sole custody 
of  the kids in 2007. 

So after his marriage to 
Spears ended, whatever hap-
pened to K-Fed? His story is a 
long and drawn-out one that 
would best be described as a 
series of  unfortunate events.

In late 2006, K-Fed tried 
and failed to launch a suc-
cessful career as a rapper 
with the release of  his album 
“Playing with Fire.” It was 

one of  the worst received 
albums of  all time, so, need-
less to say, his rap career 
didn’t take off. Beginning the 
theme of  Federline scroung-
ing for any career, he signed 
to model for Five Star Vintage 
clothing in campaigns for 
Macy’s, Kitson and Lord & 
Taylor. Later, Federline had 
a stint in the World Wrestling 
Entertainment circuit. As the 
years passed, K-Fed did com-
mercials and guest starred on 
TV shows as he faded into the 
abyss of  Hollywood wannabes 
whose 15 minutes were up.

After putting on a notice-
able amount of  weight, he 
went back to the reality TV 
circuit and appeared on the 
seventh season of  “Celebrity 
Fit Club” in 2010. He lost 30 
pounds while on the show 
and was on the winning team. 
However, the weight loss 
didn’t stick. After father-
ing his fifth child in August 
2011 with Victoria Prince, 
a former volleyball player 
and his current girlfriend, 
Federline tried reality TV 
yet again. In November of  
that year, Federline appeared 
on a second weight loss 
show, this time in Australia. 
Unsuccessful this time 
around, K-Fed ended up hos-
pitalized for “heat stress.”

Even with reality TV in 
his past, Federline has been 
unable to avoid scandal. In 
late 2012, Federline’s brother 
Christopher challenged the 
paternity of  Spears’ oldest 
son, Sean Preston. Luckily 
for him, the challenge was 
fraudulent and was actually 
made by the same man who 
claimed to be Adam Lanza’s 
uncle, Jonathan Lee Riches. 
Unfortunately for K-Fed, the 
IRS has also recently served 
him a lien for more than 
$57,000 in missed tax pay-
ments from 2009 and 2010, 
shortly after an “anonymous” 
source (read: Spears) paid 
off  another tax debt owed by 
Spears and Federline from 
when they were married. Poor 
K-Fed. (Literally.)

What ever happened to… Kevin Federline?
CAROLINE GUTBEZAHL
CADENZA REPORTER

NICOLAS KAHAYAT | ABACA PRESS

Britney Spears and her husband Kevin Federline at the 2004 Billboard Music Awards, held at the MGM Grand Hotel & Ca-
sino in Las Vegas, Nevada, on Wednesday, December 8, 2004. After the couple divorced in 2006, Federline tried to launch 
a career as a rapper.

NICOLAS KAHAYAT | ABACA PRESS



Junior Sahil Patel has been named Student 
Life’s editor-in-chief for the 2013-2014 aca-
demic year.

His appointment was formally announced 
by Washington University Student Media Inc., 
whose board of directors oversees the newspa-
per. Although in past years the board’s selection 
for the role of editor-in-chief has been revealed 
at an annual banquet, last week’s snow-
storm delayed the event and necessitated the 
announcement via email Wednesday morning.

Patel, 21, hails from Houston, Texas and is 
a Philosophy-Neuroscience-Psychology major 
planning to minor in biomedical physics. As 
editor-in-chief, he will be in charge of hiring 
next year’s staff, supervising StudLife’s produc-
tion and making executive decisions for the 
paper.

A writer since he worked with his neighbor-
hood newsletter as an elementary-schooler, 
Patel said he has always had a passion for jour-
nalism, which is what inspired him to apply for 
the position.

“I think that we have some great writers, 
some great editors, and I know that we can do 
better,” he said. “Regardless of how high our 
standards are right now, I think we can do a lot 
better, and I’m really looking forward to help-
ing Student Life take that next step.”

Patel has been involved with StudLife since 
he partook in the Freshmen Press pre-orien-
tation program in August 2010. He started 
his tenure writing for the sports section and 
designing before advancing to sports editor 
in the second semester of his freshman year. 
The last two years, he has progressed from 
co-senior sports editor to managing editor of  
multimedia.

“I applied for this position because I think 
that I can really help Student Life grow into the 
new digital age of journalism,” Patel said. “My 
ideas for moving us forward online have more 
to do with coming up with interesting features 
and recurring features that we could update on 
the website daily so we have people returning to 
our website more often.” 

For the past two years, he has produced the 
Bear Basics video series highlighting key play-
ers on Washington University’s athletic teams. 
He cited a photograph of the day and caption 
contests as examples of potential online-only 

content.
Ultimately, he hopes to use the position to 

make the print and online versions of Student 
Life more cohesive.

“We need to emphasize different points of  
entry for each piece and develop an overall 
package…distinct from our print edition,” he 
said. “My experience with managing multi-
media this year will be really useful in terms 
of coming up with new content to package 
together with existing stories.”

Current editor-in-chief Michael Tabb has 
worked closely with Patel over the past year 
and is confident that his successor will flourish 
in his role.

“Sahil has been an extremely valuable part 
of our staff this past year and during his entire 
tenure at the paper,” he said. “Seeing him rise 
to the role of editor-in-chief is a natural step 
and one that I am confident will be beneficial 
in leading Student Life forward, both in terms 
of multimedia and connecting with students.”
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE FEBRUARY 28, 2013

ACROSS
1 AOL and NetZero
5 Alley biters
9 Like some

questions
14 Medieval defense
15 Slim woodwind
16 Having a

designated
assignment

17 Intangible quality
18 Rise dramatically
19 Capital name

derived from an
Arabic term for
“the conqueror”

20 Catch that’s burnt
sienna and
cerulean?

23 “Platoon” war
zone

24 Peevish mood
25 Battery terminal
27 Not just search

for
30 Adenoid, e.g.
31 Reclassification

of 2006
32 Soufflé recipe

word
33 One of the

Smurfs
36 The world total

was approx. $70
trillion in 2011

37 Paid
endorsement, in
slang, and an apt
title for this
puzzle

40 Say nothing good
about

41 Dating from
43 “__ uncertain

world ...”
44 Hit on the head
46 Napery
48 Charley, in

Steinbeck’s
“Travels With
Charley”

49 Tax-exempt
entity, usually

51 Ergo
52 “__ So Fine”:

Chiffons hit
53 Result of Pepsi

shortages?
58 Roll out of bed
60 Dollar alternative
61 Airline with blue-

striped jets
62 Slips through the

cracks

63 They may be
loaded

64 Rest area rester
65 Dog in a horned

helmet
66 Chatty bovines?
67 Nailed obliquely

DOWN
1 Eye-catching

Apple
2 Grow displeased
3 Normal

beginning?
4 Patronizes, in a

way
5 Herding dog
6 Member of the

Kaiser’s fleet
7 Heliport site
8 Wink without

batting an eye?
9 Marina Del Rey

craft
10 Author LeShan
11 Bootblack’s

buffer?
12 “WarGames” org.
13 Carol start
21 Victorious
22 Common ’80s-

’90s failure
26 Cool
27 Stacy Lewis’s

org.

28 Auto pioneer
29 Spec on an

architect’s
blueprint?

30 Senate wear
32 1975 film sequel
34 Water holder
35 Fantasy author

McCaffrey
38 Deceive
39 Near
42 Cone home
45 Least pessimistic

47 Superlatively
sweet

48 Stages
49 Opposite of order
50 Shoebill’s cousin
51 Ruse
54 New Balance

rival
55 Dairy bar
56 Identify
57 Decreased
59 Msg. from the

Bible
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students agree, senior Hanna Xu expressed 
optimism for the new system.

“There were a lot of  people placed on 
my sub-free floor freshman year who didn’t 
want to be placed there, so this will be a 
good way of  avoiding situations like that,” 
Xu said. “But even though my freshman 
floor was so close-knit, there was still the 
issue of  the common rooms between those 
who wanted to play video games in it and 
those who wanted to study, and that might 
be a problem that comes up more often 
with this new situation.”

Junior Maddie Polk, a Washington 
University Student Associate for the second 
floor of  Rubelmann Hall, a healthy living 
floor, said her floor had a strong reaction 
upon hearing about the changes for the 
upcoming year.

“I’ve talked to my WUSA kids about it a 
lot, and they’re generally surprised because 
a lot of  why they love being on their sub-
free floor is because they get to come back 
to a space that’s clean and quiet and sepa-
rated from the norm of  other floors,” Polk 
said. “A lot of  my freshmen are apprehen-
sive of  the idea just because they’ve had 
such a positive experience.”

Polk stated that the strength of  the rela-
tionships built on the floor is partly due 
to the fact that the people all stand on the 
same ground in terms of  drinking, and as a 
result they can do things together without 
isolating others on the floor.

“It’s much more inclusive when every-
one’s on the same page about what they 
want to do over the weekends,” she said. 
“It might be different when there are suites 
instead of  rooms on traditional floors 
because then at least there would be shared 
spaces with a number of  people.”

Sophomore Max Fleisher agreed that 
the feel of  community on a floor might be 
impacted slightly but overall does not feel 
that the change will result in a significant 
difference.

“I think there’s the risk of  the floor 
community feeling a bit more separated 
between suites that are sub-free and those 
that aren’t, but then again, even on sub-
free floors now, there are those distinctions 
between kids who like to go out and those 
who don’t, and, at least on my floor last 
year, everyone still got along,” he said.

SUB-FREE FROM PAGE 1

WUSTL PHOTO SERVICES
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Red Carpet Roundup 2013
After another long slog to the Oscars, awards season has drawn to a close. Cadenza has you covered on the 

best red carpet looks from this year’s season.

While “Zero Dark Thirty” star Jessica Chastain’s look 
didn’t wow us quite as much as her gorgeous black and 
gold Alexander McQueen ensemble from last year, she still 
looked fantastic on the Oscars’ red carpet last weekend. Her 
nude Armani gown was simple yet elegant with a subtle 
sparkly pattern to keep things interesting. Overall, the entire 
ensemble was very Old Hollywood; her glimmering dress, 
bold red lips and wavy locks are practically the definition of  
timeless red-carpet glamour. –Katharine Jaruzelski

Jessica Chastain
at the Oscars

Amanda Seyfried
at the Screen Actors Guild Awards Aaron Tveit

at the Oscars

Quvenzhané Wallis
at the Oscars

Naomi Watts
at the Oscars

Reese Witherspoon
at the Oscars

at the Oscars
Daniel Day-Lewis

at the Golden Globes
Marion Cotillard

Reese Witherspoon rarely disappoints on the red carpet, 
and her ensemble at this year’s Oscars was no excep-
tion. The presenter practically glowed in a cobalt blue 
Louis Vuitton gown with touches of  diamond jewelry 
from the same designer. The fishtail added to the overall 
glamour of  her look while the black trim on the bodice 
made the ensemble seem young and modern. Best of  all, 
Witherspoon apparently picked out the dress with the 
help of  her oldest daughter, 13-year-old Ava. Apparently 
Witherspoon’s keen fashion sense runs in the family. –
Katharine Jaruzelski

Animal-themed red carpet outfits are generally not a 
good option (take a gander at Bjork for a reminder), but 
in some cases, it can work. Cue Quvenzhané Wallis and 
an accessory almost as adorable as her. Her constant 
companions on the carpet this awards season have 
been her puppy purses. Are they functional? I don’t 
know, maybe, it probably doesn’t matter because she’s 
nine and what would she put in a purse? Wallis has 
attracted all kinds of  attention for her spunk and for 
being the youngest Best Actress nominee ever. Adding 
puppy purses to the equation is just too much.  –Trevor 
Leuzinger

The incomparable winner of  Best Actor was really one 
of  the only men to push the envelope past the apparently 
standard black suit, black bowtie and white shirt uniform 
of  Oscar night and really make it work. Day-Lewis fell 
back on one of  his favorite tailors, Domenico Vacca, and 
picked a handmade midnight blue suit complete with a 
perfectly proportioned black shawl collar and bowtie. 
The choice of  a smoky gray pocket square completed the 
suave look. The shade of  the tux was just dark enough to 
ensure that Day-Lewis still looked classy while standing 
out from the crowd. (Honorable mentions here must also 
go to Christoph Waltz, winner of  Best Supporting Actor, 
who wore a navy suit incredibly well, too. Evidently, 
navy was the lucky color on Sunday night.) –Kayla 
Hollenbaugh

The SAG Awards tend to fall in the shadow of  glitz-
ier award shows like the Oscars and the Golden Globes, 
but their red-carpet fashion is not to be overlooked. 
This year, Amanda Seyfried, who was nominated along-
side the rest of  the cast of  “Les Misérables,” looked 
especially stunning in a navy Zac Posen dress. The 
flowing fishtail gown coupled with her long blond hair 
draped over one shoulder gave her an ethereal, almost 
mermaid-like look. She also kept her look very clean 
and simple by sticking with natural-looking makeup 
and wearing only one piece of  jewelry: a long statement 
necklace that gave the ensemble a touch of  bohemian 
flair. –Katharine Jaruzelski

Marion Cotillard consistently lights up the red carpet 
at every award show she attends—and lately, she’s been 
attending a lot. At this year’s Golden Globes, the “Rust 
and Bone” star and Best Actress in a Motion Picture 
nominee rocked a bright red-orange dress from Dior 
Haute Couture. It was a pretty daring choice given the 
gown’s fluorescent hue and short hemline, but Cotillard 
pulled it off  incredibly well by complementing the blaz-
ing dress with natural makeup and a simple, straight 
hairdo. Overall, the ensemble was chic and almost casual, 
giving Cotillard a very youthful and trendy appearance. 
–Katharine Jaruzelski

Amy Poehler
at the Golden Globes

Jennifer Lawrence
at the Vanity Fair Oscars After Party

Although this isn’t strictly a red carpet look, “Silver Linings 
Playbook” star Jennifer Lawrence was photographed clutch-
ing her newly minted Best Actress Oscar in a shimmery silver 
Calvin Klein number. While her Oscars dress was a beautiful 
flowing Dior gown, it did cause her to trip on the stairs on the 
way to accept her Best Actress statuette. This dress brought 
about no such malfunctions but instead was even more flatter-
ing to Lawrence’s near-perfect curves (see the dance scene in 
“Silver Linings Playbook” if  you need proof). Most of all, it 
seemed more in line with her personality: she’s a fun bomb-
shell, not a damsel in distress. –Georgie Morvis

Amy Poehler’s hosting gig at the Golden Globes 
meant that her night was full of  costume changes, 
but our favorite outfit of  hers was the chic Stella 
McCartney suit that she rocked on the red carpet. 
She may have been wearing a tux, but the ensemble 
was anything but manly: her plunging neckline and 
towering Charlotte Olympia stilettos gave the suit a 
definitively sexy flair. She also glammed up the look 
with sparkling jewels from Chopard and a shiny Judith 
Leiber clutch. – Katharine Jaruzelski

It would be incomprehensible to have a best-dressed 
list from Oscar night and not include Naomi Watts. 
Nominated for Best Actress for her role in ‘The 
Impossible,” Watts took on the task of  dressing edgy at 
the Oscars incredibly well. Toeing a line between futur-
istic, flattering and elegant, her Armani Prive gown was 
surely one of  the most stunning of  the night. Featuring 
silver liquid sequins and an uneven neckline with a cap 
sleeve on one side and a flattering sweetheart bust on 
the other, the dress delicately toed the line of  innova-
tion and classic Oscars elegance. Watts has fast become 
one of  my favorite award show dressers this season, and 
by complementing her look with an unfussy, loose and 
textured bun and minimal jewelry, she managed to save 
the best look for last. –Kayla Hollenbaugh

Men’s fashion is almost never addressed on Best Dressed 
lists, fairly or unfairly. Out of  all the men, it was “Les 
Misérables” star Aaron Tveit who stole the show. On a 
night when every other man in a suit appeared to choose 
the bow tie, Tveit stuck with a sleek, skinny tie. For a lot 
of  the Oscar audience, though definitely not any theater 
buff, this was the first time seeing Tveit without his curly 
Enjolras locks, and he managed to pull off  a styled cut 
without looking too greasy. With a face, a voice and the 
ability to wear a suit like his, it’s hard to see why anybody 
wouldn’t want to join his revolution. –Georgie Morvis

Tina Fey 
at the SAGs

Though she is most well-known for her portrayal of the cardi-
gan-loving, mosquito net-to-a-wedding-wearing Liz Lemon on 
her recently ended sitcom “30 Rock,” Tina Fey cleans up well. 
To the Screen Actors Guild Awards, where she triumphed in the 
Best Actress in a Comedy category, she stunned in a black Oscar 
de la Renta gown. And while most actresses never take a risk 
with their hair, Fey did hers in a retro-’50s style that made her 
look like the queen of comedy she is. I hope she continues to do 
films and television that keep up her red carpet appearances, or 
I’ll be saying “blerg!” –Georgie Morvis
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